UNIVERSITY 
OF  PITTSBURGH 


Dar.  Rm. 
DA  5  31 
1802 

V.      Ik 


LIBRARIES 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

University  of  Pittsburgh  Library  System 


http://www.archive.org/details/cobbettspolitica14cobb 


COBB  ETT'S 


>OLITICAL    REGISTER 


VOL.    XIV. 


FROM  JULY   TO    DECEMBER, 


1808. 


LONDON  I 

PRINTED    BY    COX   AND    BAYLIS.    GREAT    QUEEN    STREET; 

FUBLISHED    BY    PaCHARD    BAGSHAW,    ERYDGES    STREET,    COVENT-GARDEN  J 

50LD    ALSO    BY    J.    BUDD,    PALL-MALL  J     W.    AND    J.    RICHARDSON,      ROYAL    EXCHANGE  | 

BLACK,    PARRY,    AND    KINGSBURY,    LEADENHALL    STREteT  5    J,    MERCER,      DUBLIN  J 

J.    MORGAN,    PHILADELPHIA  J    AND    E.    SARJEANT,    NEW-YORK, 


1808. 


NT- 


Ajcxr. 


^o 


t 


.0 


TABLE     OF     CONTENTS. 


OFFICIAL    PAPERS. 


Spanish  Revolution Papers  relating  to  (he  Dethronement  of  the  aourbonS;,  Pagf 

dated  from  March  to  June,   1S08             -                  -                  -                 -  13 

— — ^— — Continued  and  conchided    -                  -              -              -  4'3 

King's  Speech  to  Parliament,  A  July,   160S     -                  -                  -                      >^  46 

English  Order  in  Council,   relating  to  the  Revolution  in  Spain,  4  July,   1808      -  47 
Letter  from  Lord  Castlereagh,  to  the  Mayor  of  London,  relative  to  the  State  of 

Affairs  in  Spain,   1  July,   1808                 -                  -                 -                 -  48 
Spanish  Revolution.— Addresses  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Patriots  in  several  of  the     .- 

Provinces,  dated  in  May,   1808     -                  -                  -                  -           -  51 

.^ Continued  and  concluded  -  •  -7^ 

Spanish  Patriots' Address  to  the  Portuguese,  30  May,   ISOS     -                  -            ^  84 

Spanish  Declaration  of  'War  against  France,  6  June,    1808                  -                   -  85 

• of  Connection  with  England,  30  June,   1808         -              -  87 

French  Fleet  at  Cadiz — Papers  relating  to  it,   12  June,   1808         "    ,         ~         "  ^7 

Denmark  and  Sweden — Papers  published  at  Stockholm       -                 -                 '  QQ 

\  Popedom.  — Answer  of  Cardinal  Gabrielli  to  M.   Champagny,   1 9  April,    1808    «  §1 
■\Cuba. — Address  of  the  Spanish  Governor  to  the  People,  27  June,   1808                -     -.    US 

Popedom. — Proclamation  of  Napoleon  relative  to  its  Possessions,    1 1  May,   1808  i20 
France's  Naval  Projects,  as  stated  in  a  Report,  24  May,    1808                 -              - '\,    12-1-- 
Austrian  Proclamation  for  arming  the  People,  9  June,   1808                -                 -     '    125 

to  prevent  the  Prevalence  of  Rumours  of  War                   -  TiQ 

Portuguese  Proclamation  and  Edict  by  the  Bishop  of  Oporto,    1 9  June,    1S08      -  12(3 

Spanish  Revolution. —  Proclamation  of  the  Junta  of  Seville,  2y  May,   1808        -  128 

— Proclamation  of  General  Morla  at  Cadiz,  30  May,   1808  -  132 

• -Address  from  Ditto                 Ditto             -             -             -  133 

'-■     ■ First  Battle  between  the  Spanish  Patriots  and  the  French, 

8  June,  1808                  -                  -                  -                   -                  -           -  '34 

Spain  and   Portuguese  Affairs,  spoken  of  in  Official  Letters  of  English  Officers 

on  those  Coasts,  June  1S08         -                  -                  _              -                  ,.  13| 

Spanish  Revolution. — Address  to  the  Galticians              -                  -                          -  141 

-——Regulations  for  calling  forth  the  People,  6  June-,    1808      -  142 

Edict  against  the  French  Residents,  7  June,   1805               -  146 

Financi'al  Affairs,  4  June,    1808                  -              -              -  147; 

,(— Enlistment  Regulations,  8  June,   1803              -                    -  147 

— — • — Address  to  the  People  of  Seville              -                 -              -   .  147 

French  Fleet  at  Cadiz,   1 1  June,   1808             -                    -  14i 

-Address  of  the  Junta  at  Rando,    12  June,   1808     -              -  I'lS 

•Proclamation  of  the  Assembly  of  Asturias,   12  June,  1808  149 

-Address  to  the  People  of  Cadiz,   14  June,   180S                  -  15(3 


— Address   of  General  Morla   to   the   People  of  Cadiz,   15 

June,    1808  -  -  -  -  -  -  151 

^ r~ Proclamation  of  the  Partrzans  of  the  French  at  St,  Andero, 

25  June,  1808         ------  152 

Spanish  Revolution. — Sketch  of  Napoleon's  New  Constitution  for  Spain  -         153 

Sweden. — .Report  of  the  Generals  to  the  King,  relating  to  the  War,  14  and  21 

June,    1808  -  -  -  -  -  -  15p 

London  City  Address  to  the  King  upon  his  Measryres  with  respect  to   Spaia,  20 

July,  1808  °  -  "  *■  r  -         J/^ 


iv  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

America.— Jefferson's  Letter  to  certain  Republicans,  25  May,  1808 
Portagal. — Account  of  recent  Transactions   in  Opposition  to  the  French,  July, 
180S  -  -  -  - 

•  Extracts  of  two  Letters  to  the  Portuguese  Minister,  30  June,  1308 

SpanishRevolution.— Edict  in  Majorca,  30  May,   1808 

Manifesto  of  the  Junta  of  Seville,  14  June,   1808 

— General  Palafox's   Proclamation  after  the  Battle  of  Sara- 

gossa,   1 7  June,   1808  .  -  -  .  - 

Naples.-    Proclaniiition  of  King  Joseph,  20  June,   1808  -  _  _ 

Constitutional  Statute  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples 

Spanish  Revolution, — Order  of  the  Junta  at  Badajos,  21  June,   1808 

-  . — Proclamation  at  Badajos,  27  June,    1608 

— , f— — : — Extract  Gazette  of  Saragossa,  3  July,   1808 

^ King  Joseph's  Appointments  at  Bayonne,  4  July,  1808    - 

.    .         -——Continued  and  concluded  -  .  - 

. -Regulations  respecting  Communications  with   England,  8 

July,  1808^  -.-... 

. . Proceedings  at  Bayonne  from  7  to  12  July,  1808 

•Proclamation  of  King  Joseph,  at  Vittoria,   12  July,    1808 


Popedom. — Papers  relative  to  the  Seizure  of  the  Papal  Dominions  by  Napoleon, 
March  and  April,  1808  -  -  -  -  - 

Portuguese  Proclamation  at  Oporto,  by  the  elected  Judge,  July,  1808 
Moorish  Proclamation  against   "  the  French  Dog,"   10  June,   1808 
English  Order  of  Council  relating  to  Trade  with  Spain,   14  July,   1808 
America. — Circular  Letter  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,   13  May,  1808 
SpanishRevolution. — Proclamation  of  the  Junta  at  Oviedo,   17  July,    1808 

Continued  and  concluded  -  _  _ 

Portugal. — Proclamation  of  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  4  July,  1808 

Archbishop  of  Florence's  impious  Address  _  -  .  - 

SpanishRevolution. — General  Castanos's  Address  to  his  Army 

— Progress  of  King  Joseph  to  Madrid,  16  July,   1808 

•Letters  relating  to  the  English  Affairs  sent  to  the   Spanish 


Patriots 


-relating  to  Dupont  and  his  Army,  1  August,  1808 
-Letters  between  Generals  Blake  and  Bessieres,  30  July, 


1808 


-Proclamation  at  Oviedo,  26  July,    1808 
-Placard  at  Seville         -  .  .  -  _ 

King  of  England's  Declaration  to  the  Envoys  of  Asturias, 
12  June,  rSOS  -  -  -  .  -  ^ 

Portugal.  — Proclamation  of  Admiral  Cotton,   18  July,   1808 

. Proclamation  of  General  Castanos  -  -  -         - 

,. Surrender  of  General  Dupont,   J  ^th  August,   1808 

Intercepted  Correspondence  of  General  Dupont 


Austria. — Proclamation  for  a  Luvee-en- Masse,  9  June,   1808  r 

Portugal. — Proclamation  of  General  Junot,  20  June,    1803        -  -  , 

Tuscany. — Decree  of  Napoleon  respecting  its  Government,   18  July,   1808 
Sweden. — Report  to  the  King  from  General  Klingspur,  24  July,   1808 
Spanish  Army  in  the  North  of  Europe,  August,   1808  _  -  _ 

. . Continued  and  concluded  -  -  • 

Porlngid. — Pipers  relating  to  the  Battle  of  Vimiera,  &c.  A.ugust,  1808 

.  ■  .  . 0<ntinued  and  concluded  .  _  > 

Russians  in  Finland,   14  July,   1808  -  .  -  .  - 

Portugal. —  Proclamaliun  of  the  English  General,  4  August,   1608 

P»jrtugiil.  —  Proclamition  of  the  Portuguese  Army  to   the  Soldiers  of  the  French 

Army  in  i'ortugal,   10  August,  1808  - 

Spanish  Revolution. — Oificlal  Account  of  the  Surrender  of  General  Dupont,  22 

July,   1808  -  .  .  .  .  -  . 

. ■ Letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Santandar  to  Lord  Castlereagh, 

-^3  July,  IbOb  -  -  -  -  - 

King  Joseph's  Flight  from  Madrid,  2  August,  1808 


TABLE    OF  CONTENTS.  v 

Page 

Spanish  Revolution. — Letter  to  the  Junta  of  Salamanca  -  .  .  471 

Circular  Letter  of  the  Council  of  Castille,  4  August,  1808  472 

Proclamation  of  the   Council  of  Castile  to  the  People   of 

Madrid,  5  August,  1808  -  -  -  -         .  473 

— — Proclamation  to  the  Biscayans,  6  August,   1808  -  47G 

• ■■ Proclamation  of  the  Pope  to  the  Catholic  Spaniards  -  477 

-The  Supreme  Council  of  Castile  to  the  Captain  General  of 


Arragon,  4  August,   1808       -  -  _  _  ,         473 

-Answer  of  the  Captain  General  -  -         _         47a 


Portugal. — Official  Papers,  from  our   Commanders,  relating   to  the  disgraceful 

Convention  of  Vimiera                 -                 -                 -  -            -  510 

• Continued              -              -                  -                  _  _                  _  ^^2 

Concluded                  -              -                  -                  -  -              _  5^5 

The  Protest  of  the  Portuguese  General  Freire  against  the  Convention 

of  Cintra,   14  September,   180S                   -                -  -                  -  5 IS 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley's  Letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Oporto,  24   August, 


1808  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  522 

Spanish  Revolution. — Victories  at  Saragossa,  23  August,   1808         -  -         572 

-Manifesto  of  the  Junta  of  Seville,  3  August,    1803  -         574 


785 


-Concluded 

-Cevallos's  Exposition         -  -  .  -         Qqi 

-Continued  .  _  -  _  .         qqq 

-Continued 

-Concluded     - 


700 

77s 

London  City. — Address  and  Petition  relative  to  the  Convention,  October,   1808-         QA5 
King's  Answer  to  the  same  -  ....  .         q^q 

Winchester. — Corporation  and  City  Addresses,  upon  the  same  Subject,  October, 

1808  -  -  -      _       -  -  -  -         -         655 

Hampshire. — Address,  upon  the  same  Subject,  November,  1808       -  -         726 

London  City. — Resolution,  in  consequence  of  the  King's  Answer  -  -         731 

Portugal. — Ardent-minded  Proclamation,  or,  "  Viva!  Viva!  John  Hope,"       -         791 

Proclamation  relative  to  the  Execution  of  the  disgraceful  Convent'uon, 

10  September,   1808  -  -----         7^3 

• Address  of  the  British  Officers  to  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  and  his  An- 
swer, 6  September,   1808  -  _  _  _  .  yq^ 
America. — Mr.  JetFerson's  Answer  to  the  Inhabitants  cf  Boston,  26  August,  1808         fgQ 

— — His  Answer  to  certain  Republicans  of  Boston  -  -  -  797 

— — Petition  of  Sea  Captains  to  Mr.  JetFerson,  and  his  Answer,   10  Au- 
gust,  1808  -  -  -  -  -  -         7pg 

Holland. — Commercial  Decree  of  King  Louis  Napoleon,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 

18  October,   1808  -  -  -  _  .  .  gOo 

■  Concluded  -  -  -  -  ,  _         332 

Spain. — English  Commerce  with,   10  September,   1808     -  -  _         goo 

Buenos- Ayres. — Proclamation  of  the  Viceroy,   15  August,   1808  -  -  863 

Concluded  -      .  -  -  -  -  sSS 

French  Expose,  3  November,   1803  -  _  _  _  ggg 

Spanish  Revolution. — First  Bulletin  of  the  French  Army,  dated  Vittoria,  g  No- 
vember,   1808  ------  Q2y 

• Concluded  -  -  ...  ^^q 

England. — King's  Declaration  respecting  the  Overtures  of  France  and  Russia,   15 

December,  1808             -                 -                 -                 -                 -         _  ^43 
Spanish  Revolution. — Second  Bulletin  of  the  French  Army,  Burgos,   12  Novem- 
ber,  1808                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -  050 

■ Third,  Burgos,   13  November,  1808         -  -  _  ^52 

Fourth,  Burgos,  15  November,  1808  -  -  ^53 

Fifth,  Burgos,   16  November,   1808         -  -         .  qs^ 

• Sixth,  Burgos,   18  November,  1808  -  -  055 

• Seventh,  Burgos,  20  November,  1808     -  -  _  g^y 

— — Eighth,  Burgos,  22  November,   1808  -  .  Q5§ 

^— — — — —• — Nttitb;  Burgos^  25  November,  ISOS      «i  -  ,  g5S 


927 


^i  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Page 

Spanish  Revolulion.— Tenth,  Aranda,  26  November,  1 808                 -                 -  ()5p 

. Concluded                  -                  -                  -                  -         -  977 

Eleventh,   Aranda,  27  November,    1808            -                  -  fl/S 

. Twdfih,  Aranda.  28  November,    iS08              -                  -  Q80 

—Thirteenth,   St.  Martin's,  near  Madrid,  2  December,  1803  '  081 


Count  San  Romana's  Proclaniation  to  his  Army,    14  Oc- 


tober,  1803  -  -  •  ,',.,.-"  ■         ^^^ 

•Address   of  the   Central  Junta  to  the  Spanish  Nation,  21 


November,    l308                       -                  "                  *                  -                  -  9^7 

America — President's  Speech,  6  November,   1803     -                  -                  -        -  988 

. Concluded                     -              -              -              -                  -                  -  IOO9 

, Letter  from  Mr.  Pinckncy   to  Mr.    Secretary  Cannin.'^,    August  23, 

1808                   -                   -                       .                   .                -.                       .  lOU 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning's  Answer             _              ,              .              .                  ,       .  ioi4 

Portuf^al. Proclamation  of  the  Intendant-General  of  Police,  in  Defence  of  the 

°  English,  December,   1808             -                  -                  -                -              -  1018 
Spanish  Revolution.— Fourteenth   Bulletin   of  the  French   Army,  Madrid,  De- 
cember 5,  ISOS             -                     -                 -                 ...  1019 
Decreefor  the  Formation  of  a  Militia  of  Honour,  November  23,  1808               -  1023 
Letter  from  Count   Florida  Blanca,  President  of  the  Central  Junta,  to  General 

Castanos,  October],    1808     -                  -                  -                  -                   -  102/ 
Decree  of  the  French  General  of  Division  Lechi,  dated  Barcelona,  October  15, 

1808                  -              -                  -                  -                  -                  -              -  1030 

Another,  dated  November  3,    ISOS                  -                  ...  1031 

Order  in  Council — From  the  London  Gazette,  December  24,   1803             -      -  1032 

LETTERS  FROM  CORRESPONDENTS, 

Major  Cartwright  to  Mr.  Whilbread  on  the  Affairs  of  Spain               -                 -  110 

Scoto  Britannus  oh  Spanish  Atlairs      -                  -                  -                  -                  -  118 

Sir  Richard  Phillips,  relative  to  the  Cau«e  of  Carr  against  Hood                -              -  204 

Libel  Laws. — J.  T.  particularly  as  applicable  to  the  above  Cause         -                    -  20/ 

Spanish  Revolution — W.  F.  S.  in  Answer  to  Scoto  Britannus        -              -          -  232 

Mr.  Coke  of  Norfolk. — Wm.  Smith  in  Answer  to  Mr.  Roope             »                  -  235 

From  the  Author  of  '' My  Pocket  Book"               -                  -                 -             -  242 

Duke  of  York.— Queues              -              -               -              -                -              -       -  344 

Corn  against  Sugar. — X.  Y.       .      -                 -             .             »             -               -  345 

Duke  of  York  — On  his  being  sent  to  Spain. — A,  R.         -                  -                    -  3/5 

To  Sir  Richard  Phillips.— Eriio.           -         -                  -                  ...  377 

Mr.  Bewley  to  Sir  Richard  Phillips  -  ...  _  s-^^i 
To  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  by  a  Friend  of  Radical  Reform,  relative  to  the  'stipendiary 

Curates'  Bill            -                 -                 -                  -                  -                  -  380 

Poor.— Mitcham             .                 -                 -                 -                  ,                     -  383 

\. . Concluded        -              -                  -                  -                  -              -  403 

Major  Cartwiight  on  National  Defence,  applied  to  the  AO'airs  of  Spain                -  453 

O-mventions  in  Portugid. — An  Enghshman          .                  -                  _                  _  502 

Major  Cartwright  on  National  Defence,  applied  to  the  AlTairs  of  Spain                -  52c) 

Conventions  in  Portugal.— P.  C.       -                 -                 -                 _                    -  557 

. Observer             -                 -                -                 -         -  562 

. C.        -                     -                -                  .                ._                    .  5yi 

Edinburgh  Reviewers. — P.  D.  asserts  them  to  be  Enemies  of  the  Liberty  of  the 

Press               -             -                 -                 ...                     -  5Q7 

Cevallos's  Exposition.   (See  Official  Papers)                  .             -             -                 .  ftoi 

Coiiventions  in  Portugal. — An  Engli>hraan            -                  -                     -              -  65g 

Major  Cartwright  on  the  Aflairs  of  Spain          -                   -                   -                      _  6S5 

Conventions  in  Portug.il. — R.  L.                   -              -                   »              ..                   .  753 

M.                 -                 -                   -              -                       -  75(i 

■Jno.  Homespun                 -                 -                 -         -  ib. 


DiJfence  of  the  Convention. — C.  -  -  -  -  -  758 

Breweries. — A  Hampaiiire  IhevNcr    -  -  -,  -  -         7t>3 

Ihe  late  Harvest. — Columella  ,  -  ,  »  .         y(}5 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  vm 

Page 
Reverend  Edmund  Poiilter's  Letter  to  the  Editor  on  the  Sinecure  of  Mr.  Giirnier 

of  Wickham  -  -  -  -  -  -820 

Mr.  Moiitygue  Burgoyne  on  the  Essex  Meeting  -  -  -  -         823 

.Spanish  Revnluiiou — Sempronius         __.--.         824 
Courts  of  inquiry- — Marvel  -  -  -  _  ..  84S 

Stalfordshr-e  Meeiing.- A.  B.  ....  -  .         853 

Breweries  — Candidus  --_-,-  _         855 

Kighl  of  Petition.  — Politan  _  _  .  -  _  .  853 

Lord  Anson  to  the  Freeholders  of  Staffordshire  -  _    ,     -     -         .         g83 

Bievveries  —A  Hampshire  Brewer  -  _  -  -  _  gio 

Major  Hogan's  Appeal.— The  Publisher  -  -  -  -         g-il 

Major  Cartwright  on  the  Affairs  of  Spain  -  -  -  _         q44 

Spanish  Revolution. — -A.  Z.        -  -  -  -  ,  _         ^73 

Breweries. — (Candidas  -  -  -  "  -  -  ib. 

. J.^.  ...  .  -  .  -976 

Mr.  Boope's  Address  to  the  Norfolk  Farmers        -  -  -  -     IC03 

ARTICLES  BY  THE  EDITOR. 

American  States. — ^^Parliamentary  Explanation  respecting  our  Affairs  with  them, 

Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Canning  -  -  -  -  j 

Spanish  Revolution  — Royal  Folks  ot  Spain. — The  Queen  ai?d  her  Confession. — 
Fears  that  there  are  some  Persons  here,  who  are  Enemies  to  the  Cause  of 
Freedom  in  Sp.iin    -  -  -  -  _  g 

•———Brilliant  Prospect  of  the  Patriots. — Suspicions  that  we  mean  to  make  War 
for  a  King. — A  long  and  arduous  Contest  necessary  to  clear  Spain  of  her 
Locusts. — An  Example  to  other  Nations.  —  The  Courtiers  of  Spain  joined 
Napoleon. — Ministers  are  making  laudable  Exertions  to  assist  the  Spani- 
ards.— American  States  will  be  for  the  strongest  -  -  -  33 

t.  Spain   is  exhibiting  a  Proof  of  tlie   Ability  of  a  People    to  defend    them- 

selves.— Useful  Example  to  other  Nations. — Ir  must  be  a  Revolution,  or 
Napoleon  will  succeed, — The  being  Catholics  do  not  render  Men  indis- 
posed to  fight  against  Napoleon. — What  sort  of  a  Man  our  Commander 
in  Spain  ought  to  be. — V/e  should  lose  no  Time. — No  Subscriptions  re- 
commended by  the  Ministers         -  -  _  .  -  65 

Poor. — The  Instances  of  Enfield  and  Droxford  cited  in  Proof  of  what  may  be 
done  by  individual  Exertion,  in  lessening  the  Number  of  Paupers, — Com- 
forting System  unwise  -  -  -  -  -  73 

Spanish  Revolution.— Dupont's  Surrender  and  the  Capture  of  the  French  Fleet  at 
Cadiz. — Give  the  People  a  Country  to  fight  for — Falsehoods  of  the  Com- 
rier. — Proofs  that  the  Resistance  has  come  from  the  People  alone.  — Cases 
of  Germany  and  Italy. — Hope  tliat  nobody  is  at  work  underhaiul  to  make 
it  a  Royal  Cause. — ^The  Question  of  legal  Right  to  the  Crown  of  Spain. 
— London  Citizens  meet  to  address  the  King  upon  his  Design  as  to  the 
Spanish  Cause. — Precious  Folly  of  a  Pastry-Cook  Orator  -  _  07 

Libel  Law.— Do  trine  of  Lord  Ellenborongh  about  Imrting  Feelings,  put  to  the 

Test,   in  the  dase  of  Carr  against  Hood  -  -  -  _  iQi 

Spanish  Revolution. — \Vhat  is  the  King's  Meaning  in  certain  Parts  of  his 
Speech,  relative  to  Spain  ?  — It  the  People  of  Spain  are  to  have  a  Despot, 
no  matter  who  he  is. — The  Grandees  going  back  with  King  Joseph. — 
Napoleon  will  never   be  beaten  by  Men  ndio  can  tight  for  Ferdinand         -  174 

Corn  against  Sugar. — The  Price  of  B.nley  has  continued  co  rise  ••  -  ]jQ 

Crim.  Con. — K\il  Consequences  of  making  Judges  and  Juries  nioral  Cer.sors        -  203 

Libel  Law. — Viclence  committed  on  a  Press  in  Ireland — No  Crime  to  promul- 
gate Truth,  according  to  the  constitutional  Law.  of  England.  —  Instance 
of  the  Inefficiency  of  a  shackled  Press, — The  Device  of  drae^ginf  in 
Libels  amongst  Breaches  of  the  Peace, — The  Case  of  Peltier. — Ncthinc^ 
ought  to  be  deemed  Libellous  which  is  not  False  as  well  as  Malicious  -  igg 

Spanish  Revolution. — All  Mahomet  is  on  our  Side       -  -  .         ,  203 

Grand  Dinner  in  London  by  the  Turtle-Patriots. — ?.Ir   Canninf^'s  Toast  a 

very  bad  Omen  as  to  the  Intentions  of  our   Government. — E.Cplaiiis    the 


Mil  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Pagi 
doubtful  Phrases  of  the  King. — Folly  to  suppose  any  good  can  arise  from 
a  War  for  Ferdinand. — The    People   of    Spnin  no  more   Interest  in  it 
than  the  Slieep  or  Swine  of  Spain. — The  Tin  tie-Patriots  wish  for  no  Free- 
dom in  Spain. — Count  de  Tilly  .  _  .  .  -  225 

Dake  of  York. — Question  about  his  going  to  Spain. — Wonderful  Agreement  of 
the  opposite  Prints  upon  this  Subject. — Conjectures  as  to  the  Cause  of 
this  Agreement  -  -  -  -  -  -         230 

■  -Subject  resumed,  in  Consequence  of  an  Article  in  the  Morning  Chronicle. 

— A  Topic  for  the  whole  Nation. — Failures  of  the  Duke. — Reasoning 
upon  them. — Hanoverian  Plate  saved  by  the  Foresight  and  Fuavery  of  one 
of  the  Duke's  royal  Brochers  -  .  .  _  .         257 

Spanish  Revolution. — King  Joseph  quits  Madrid. — Base  Nobility  desert  him. — ■ 
Our  Newspapers  attempt  to  justify  those  Wretches. — These  Prints  talk 
of  the  Independence  of  Spain,  but  not  a  Word  about  the  Freedom  of  the 
People. — Not  the  first  Tmie  a  foreign  Family  has  been  placed  upon  a 
Throne,  and  the  Event  ttiought  noi  to  injr.re  the  national  Independence. 
— People  should  be  cautious  how  they  talk  in  this  Way. — The  Subject  is 
a  delicate  one  ---.._         26t 

Libel  Law. — He  who  uses  the  Press  should  never  have  recourse  to  the  Law.— 
There  are  People  enough  to  apply  this  Law  to  us,  without  our  harrassing 
one  another. — It  is  Individuals  who  keep  the  Government  in  Countenance 
in  this  respect. — Revolutionary  Plutarch. — Frauds  of  Reviewers. — Why 
should  we  not  publish  our  Opinions  of  Ministers  as  well  as  of  Authors  ? — 
'i'lie  real  Liberty  of  the  Press  defined  -  -         -  -         26c 

Jamaica. — Black  Regiments  _  -  -  -  .         2/2 

Letter  to  the  Electors  of  Westminster,  dated  from  St.  Austle,  Cornwall,  giving 
an  Account  of  the  Trial  of  Sir  Christoplier  Hawkins  and  others,  at  Bod- 
min, for  Bribery  and  Corruption  at  Penryn  .  .  -         321 

Letter  to  the  same,  dated  at  Ivy  Bridge,  Devonshire,  giving  an  Account  of  the 
Trial  of  Sir  Christopher  Hawkins  and  another  set  of  Associates,  for  a 
similar  Offence  at  Grampound. — Delightful  Instances  of  the  "  Practice  of 
"  the  Constitution,"  as  it  is  called  by  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers  -         333 

Duke  of  York. — History  of  the  Discussions  about  him. — "  The  Plain  Statement, 
**  &:c."  a  Pamphlet  in  Defence  of  him. — Examination  of  this  Pamphlet, 
which  compares  the  Duke  to  Coriolanus. — "  The  Domestic,  or  Family 
*'  Parly  ;  or  King's  Friends." — Opinion  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  as  to 
the  Source  of  this  Pamphlet  -  -  -  -         -         353 

Portugal. — Victories  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley. — Hope  they  will  tend  to  lessen  our 

Military  Establishment. — This  is  the  chief  Good  of  them       ....         33J 

Spanish  Revolution. — Wish  the  S[)aniards  Success  only  upon  Condition  that  they 
fight  for  their  Freedom. — They  will  and  ought  to  fail  if  they  fight  for  a 
Faction. — Their  Work  is  but  begun. — Napoleon  is  not  to  be  beaten  so.' — 
Necessity  of  a  long  Struggle. — The  inevitable  Embarrassment  that  will 
arise  from  setting  up  Ferdinand. — Ferdinand  not  chosen  by  the  People. — 
The  Doctrine  of  cashiering  Kings  applied. — Danger  of  the  Cause  being 
blasted  by  our  pertinaciously  adhering  to  Ferdinand      -  -  -         38e 

Duke  of  York. — The  Morning  Chronicle   recants  respecting  the  origin   of  the 

"  Plain  Statement"  -  -  -  -  -       -         Sgi 

Sir  Richard  Phillips, — Violent  Attacks,  to  which  he  is  justly  exposed,  inconse- 
quence of  his  Attacks  upon  the  Press. — A  sham  Life  of  him  published. — 
Brutal  Assault  upon  him  and  his  Wife  and  Family  by  a  sot  of  shoeless  and 
shirtless  Fellows,  who  published  a  Work  called  the  "  Satyrist,"  which  is, 
I  believe,  now  defunct. — Description  of  those  miserable  Vermin. — Pity 
that  a  M:in  like  Mr.  Phillips  should  have  deigned  to  notice  their  vile  Trash. 
— The  Trial  of  Carr  against  Hood  ought  to  be  widely  circulated.  —  What 
would  Pope,  or  Swift,  or  Gay  have  said  to  Lord  Ellenborough's  Doctrine  ? 
—Rogues  and  Fools  in  public  Life  have  powerful  Motives  for  cramping 
the  Press,  and  the  like  in  private  Life  are  of  their  Party. — The  Question 
of  the  Necessity  of  cramping  the  Press  to  preserve  the  Government. — 
The  Man  who  prosecutes  never  justifies  himself  thereby. — Instance  of  the 
contrary, — Ridicule  will  not  attach  to  v^hat  is  not  ridiculous.— Rcputatiyij 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  ix 

Page 
worth  nothing,  if  it  is  incapable  of  withstanding  Ridicule. — Phillips's  Va- 
nity the  Cause  of  his  Fall  -  -  -  -  .         3^5 

Letter  to  Lord  Ellenborough  upon  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,  as  the  Doctrine  of  it 
was  illustrated  in  the  Trial  of  Carr  against  Hood. — Doctrine  restricted  to 
Authors  and  their  Works. — Analysis  of  Carr's  Case. — Who  is  to  settle  the 
Point  as  to  what  is  candid  and  what  is  not  ? — Why  should  Authors  alone  be 
exposed  to  free  Criticism? — Who  is  to  determine  what  is  ridiculous?  — 
"Why  should  not  any  other  Person  as  well  as  an  Author  be  ridiculed  ?  Of 
what  Use  is  the  Press  if  it  be  to  censure  nothing  but  its  ownWorks  ? — Tbe 
Liberty  of  the  Press  does  not  consist  in  the  being  able,  unpunished,  to 
print  a  Book  on  Gardening,  but  to  ridicule  or  censure  Persons,  by  the 
Means  of  tlie  Press. — The  Injury  to  Individuals  is  not  to  be  considered,  if 
the  Public  be  benefited.—  The  grave  fat  Cuckolds,  in  and  about  London, 
gpeat  Enemies  to  the  Freedom  of  the  Press  -  -  -         Aiy 

Conventions  in  Portugal. — What  the  Nation  had  a  Right  to  expect. — What  have 
we? — Disgraceful  Terms. — Miserable  Excuses  for  accepting  ot  them. — 
We  wanted  a  decisive  Victory. — Shameful  Acknowledgment  of  the  Em- 
peror and    the  Due  d'Ahrantes. — More    disgraceful  than  the  Conduct  of 

Whitelocke. — Defence   of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  by  the  Morning   Post. 

OldBailey  like  Defence. — High  Wellesley  compared  to  a  Banker  or  Attor- 
ney's Clerk. — Further  Extract  from  the  Morning  Post  about  the  Protest. 
— Utter  Improbability  of  any  such  Protest. — Morning  Post  the  Property  of 
East  Indians. — The  Armistice  published  in  thu  French  Language  -         481 

— — General  Feelings  of  the  Nation  upon  this  Subject. — Necessity  of  Petition- 
ing the  King. — I  am  resolved  to  do  it, — Notice  to  Hampshire  Freeholders 
to  join  me  if  they  choose. — Portuguese  dissatisfied. — 111  treatment  of  them 
by  our  Generals. — The  hoisting  of  the  Flags. — Protest  of  the  Portuguese 
General  Freire. — Discontents  in  Portugal,—  The  Convention  not  binding 
upon  the  Portuguese  — Wellesley's  I^etter  to  the  Bishop  of  Oporto,  — The 

pretended  "  French   Trick." — Wellesley  the  Person    most    concerned. 

Generals  ought  to  oe  recallei. — A  Trial  ought  to  take  Place  as  soon  as  po  si- 
ble.  — Contrast  in  the  Conduct  of  Lord  Cochrane  and  Sir  Samuel  Hood. — 
Base  Falsehood  in  the  Morning  Post,  imputing  the  Censure  of  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley   to  Party  Spirit  -  -         -  -         _  .         5J3 

■  ■■  -What  Share  of  Blame  is  due  to  the  Ministers. — Pretensions  of  the  Com- 
manders, Cause  of  their  Appointment. — No  Measures  taken  to  do  us  jus- 
tice.— The  Answer  to  our  Censure  is.,  that  we  hate  the  Wellesleys  because 
they  were  staunch  Friends  of  the  late  Pitt, — The  Protest  again  -         -         545 

Spanish  Revolution. — The  Constitution  of  that  Country. — Former  Efforts  in  the 
Cause  of  Freedom. — Fears  about  the  Disposition  of  the  Nobles  and  Priests. 
—Difference  between  the  Case  of  America  and  that  of  Spain  — We  ought 
to  think  betimes  of  what  ive  ought  to  do,  if  King  Joseph  should  be  sealed 
upon  the  Throne. — The  talking  so  much  about  Ferdinand  is  a  bad  Sign. — 
Our  Writers  s -em  to  hate  Napoleon  only  as  a  Conqueror,  and  not  at  all  as 
a  Despot. — We  conquer  Nizams,  &c. — We  give  Praises  and  Flonours  and 
Money  to  those  who  conquer  for  us. — Opinion  clearly  expressed  as  to 
the  Result  of  the   War  -  -  -  -  -  .         g^^. 

Conventions  in  Portugal. — Wellesley  arri-ved  in  England. — The  News  of  the 
Convention  reached  the  Min-sters  along  with  that  of  the  Battle  of 
Vimiera. — New  Defence  of  Wellesley  answered. — Vile  Slanders  upon 
the  Portuguese. --But,  what  are  the  People  do'iug} — They  can  address 
when  the  Object  is  to  flatter. — Baseness  of  the  ministerial  Creatures  in 
Hampshire. — But  too  general, — The  Cause  of  this  slavish  Dependence, — 
The  World  will  regard  us  as  Slaves,  or  as  Hypocrites  -  _         5>t't 

Spanish  Revolution. — Mr;  J,  Hookham  Fiere  appointed  Envoy  to  Ferdinand  VI L 
— Doctrine  of  cashiering  Kings. — \i  the  War  be  for  Ferdinand  it  is  an 
Object  of  little  comparative  Interest. — "  Cevallos's  Exposition  "  expo.sed         587 

Conventions   in  Portugal. — Sir   Hew  Dalrymple's  Arrival   at   Portsmouth.— Sir 

Arthur   Wellesley   came  Home   more  snugly. — No    Calcutta  Entries. 

Why  not  hasten  to  Spam,  instead  of  commg  Home  on  Leave  oj  Atsence? 
f— Address  and  Petition  of  the  City  of  London  delivered  to  the  King.— ^ 


X  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

King's  Answer. — The  kissing  Scene. — Answers  of  the  late  King  upon 
siniiliir  Occasions. — 1  he  wretched  Slaves  of  the  City  deserve  the  Treat- 
rnent  they  received. —  Abject  Language  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  re- 
specting Doctrine  of  "  No  Wrong." — Proceedings  in  Berkshire  respecting 
the  Convention. — Addresses  of  the  Corporation  and  City  of  Winchester. 

; The  Right  of  Petition. — Essex  about  to  meet,  though  the  two  Factions 

have,  by  the  Means  of  a  Compron)i-se,  long  rendered  the  elective  Fran- 
chise a  perfect  NuUiiy  in  that  County. — The  Scots  and  a  York.-hireman 
disclaim  Sir  Hew. — Wellesley  gone  to  Ireland. — Has  hehis Salary  stiil  ? — 
Mr.  Canning  is  suspected  not  to  join  in  the  Views  of  others  respecting  the 
Convention-Makers  .  .  -  -  _ 

Major  Hogan's  Apj)eal  .  -  - 

Letter  to  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  Hampshire.— Hope  the  approaching 
Meeting  will  be  well  attended. — Importance  of  the  Subject. — We  call 
the  French  Slaves,  because  they  dare  not  compluin. — Our  competence  to 
decide  upon  the  Subject.— We  are  told  that  there  is  no  Necessity  for 
Pctilionmg  now  that  the  King  has  answered  the  City  of  London. — What 
aretheOrounds  of  our  Reliance,  founded  upon  recent  Events  ?^ — I'he  Minis- 
ters rejoiced  at  the  Convenlioii,  they  advised  the  Answer  to  the  City  of 
London. — Did  any  Inquiry  talie  I'l.nce  with  regard  to  the  Hclder  ? — The 
Expulsion  of  King  James  II. — Right  of  Petition  again  urged. — Insolence 
of  the  Partizans  of  the  Ministry. — One  great  Object  is  to  support  the 
City  of  Londijn. — Let  us  keep  tjlear  of  Party,  that  Bane  of  the  Coaiary  ■• 
Letter  to  the  Freeholder.^  and  Inhabitants  of  Hampshire. — Remarks  on  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  County  Meeting.— Party. — Mr.  Gamier.  — Let  us  laugh 
at  the  Accusation  of  being  Jacobins  and  Levellers. — A  Dawn  of  Hope  - 
Conventions  in  Portugal. — Court  of  Inquiry  ordered. — Not  so  in  the  Case  of  Sir 
Robert  Calder,  or  that  of  Colonel  Cochrane  Johnstone.— What  the  Court 
of  Inquiry  will  prove  to  be. — The  Ground  of  Opposition  in  Berkshire. — • 
What  the  French  Writers  say  of  our  Complaints. — The  Discontents  ia 
Portugal  attributed  to  our  Complaints  here. — Ihis  is  an  old  1'rick  of  Pitt. 
—The  Wellesleys  and  Hopes,  of  ardent  mind,  knew  well  how  to  induce 
a  City  to  rejoice. — We  are  afraid  to  leave  Portugal  to  itself. — The  probable 
Effect,  in  Spain,  of  our  Conduct  in  Portugal. — Of  the  Gratitude  and 
Forbearance  due  from  the  People  to  she  Army. — What  are  become,  then, 
of  all  the  Preachings  about  strict  Discipline  ? — Poor  Encouragement  for 
us  still  to  make  Sacrifices. — To  get  the  French  out  of  Portugal  was  not  the 
"  jnain  Oljecl." — Paragraph  Putis  in  behalf  of  Wellesley. — ^The  Address 
of  the  Officers  to  Wellesley. — Better  beat  the  French  than  waste  their 
Time  and  Money  in  addressing,  and  giving  Plate  to  their  Commanders  - 
Letter  to  the  Reverend  Edmund  Poulier,  in  answer  to  his  Defence  of  Mr.  Garnier 
Court  of  Inquiry.— This,  then,  is  the  "  due"  Investigation  that  was  promised. 
— It  will  produce  a  Mass  of  Print  that  no  Man  will  read. — Wellesley  now 
gives  the  Lie  direct  to  all  his  Friends  who  talked  about  the  Protest. — 
What  Honour  and  Justice  called  upon  him  to  do  the  Moment  he  landed 
in  England. — Sir  Hew  was  ordered  by  Lord  Castlereagh  to  consult  Wel- 
lesley.— The  whole  of  the  Documents  were  sent  to  Lord  Castlereagh  in 
Fretich. — IVIagnified  Numbers  of  the  Enemy. — Provisions  fur  the  Army. 
• — Lord  Casilcreagh's  Brother  is  a  General  in  Spain  and  Lender  Secretary 
of  Stite  nt  ilie  samel'ime. — The  Persons  examined  are  all,  more  or  les.-.. 
Parties  conceined     .  .  -  -  -  ^ 

Spanish  Revolution.— Central  Junta  seem  to  lose  their  Time  in  Measures  for 
"  keeping  the  People  in  Order." — Is  Napoleon  to  be  resisted  by  any  but 
revolutionary  Means?  — The  Junta  has  been  passing  Decrees  against  "  th§ 
Licentiousness  of  the  Pi  ess."  — Bad  Sign. — No  Proof  that  our  Mmislers 
have  been  to  blame  in  thcii  Plans.  — Portuguese  do  not  seem  to  ihauk  i  s 
much  --.---. 
American  States         •  -  -  -  -  »         - 

Corn  against  Sugar.  -Pi  ice  of  Barley  -  -  .  - 

Major  Hogan  -  •  -  -  -  •         - 

Duke  of  York's  Income     -  -  -  -  «  .     - 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  xi 

Page 
Hampshire  Nomination  Meeting. — Mr.  Heathcote's  Answer  to  Mr.  Earh.im, — 

Indifference  as  to  who  shall  be  elected  -  -  -         -         9O3 

Major  Hogan's  Appeal  ...---         c)03 

Letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Salisbury  Journal^  relative  to   the   Pensions  of  Lord 

Fitzharris        -  -  -  -  -  -         -         904 

Spanish    Revolution.— The  Central   Junta  not   disposed   to  make   much   of   a 
Change. — Fears  that  we  have  been  instruniental  in  making  it  a  War  for 
Ferdinand. — Never  make  Peace  but  upon  Condition  that  Ferdinand  is  pat 
on  the  Throne. — Bad   Policy  in  tliis. — The  People   will  hardly    bleed   in 
such  a  Cauge. — Mr.  J,  Hookhain  Frere  is  received  in  Spain,   Envoy  "  near 
the  august  Ferdinand." — Always  think  of  the  Decrees  again.st   "  the  Li- 
centiousness of  the    Press." — Opinion    given  by  one  of  our   Oti-icers    in 
Spain,  that  the  French  must   do  the  miserable  People  of  that  Country 
Good. — Spanish  Cause  may  yet  triumph,  if  it  become   the  Cause  of  the 
People  -  -  -  -  -  -         929 

Davison. — Famed  for  Loyally. — Must  of  the  detected  Peculators  very  loyal  Men. 
— Loyalty  is  not  to  be  expected  for  nothing. — Poet  Fitzgerald  for  (hat. — 
Excellent  Character  given  of  Davison  by  Lord  Moira,  Messrs.  Wellesley 
Pole,  Charles    Long,  William    Huskisson,  &:c. — Famous   Dinners   given 
at  Davison's  "  hospitable  board,"  to  great  Personages. — Source  and  Etfects 
of  this  Sort  of  Flospitality       -----         g32 

Major  Hogan's  Appeal  -  -  -  -  ■,         .         930 

Poor  Watch  maker's  Letter  -----         ^40 

Court  of  Inquiry. — The  Question    between   Sir   Harry  Burrard  and  Sir  Arthur 

Wellesley  .---..         gQi 

Spanish  Revolution  — Answer  to    a  Correspondent,  who  accuses  the  Editor  of 

Lukewarmness  in  the  Cause  of  Spain  -  -  -         -         g66 

Portugal.  —  Sad  discontented  and  unsettled  State  -  -  _  >         g(js 

King's  Declaration,  with  regard  to  the  Overtures  of  France  and  Russia,  from 

Erfurth  -  -  -  -  -  -         -         970 

Duke  of  York's  Income  -  -  -  _  _         gj2 

Spanish  Revolution. — Accusations   of  the  Courier  against  Mr.   Waithman,    the 
Edinburgh   Reviewers  and  the  Editor. — Mr.  Cobbett,    truly  instigated  by 
the  Devil,    steps  forth,    with    a   hellish  Spirit,    to   throw   the  Apple  of 
Discord  amongst  us. — The  Ministers  have  carried  on  a  War  for  Ferdinand 
— And  are  still  at  it — "  Great  Luck  "  to   them. — Who  are  the  Enemies 
of  the  Constitution. — Peculators  and  Plunderers  the  best  Friends  of  Buona- 
parte.— Don  Cevallos's  lying  Publication  ably  exposed  by  the  Edinburgh 
Reviewers  ....--_       gg^ 

Portugal. — The  Intendant's  Proclamation. — Our  Troops  an  Object  of  Dislike  with 
the  Portuguese. — The  Mass  of  the  People  of  Portugal  feel  little  Concern 
about  the  ejecting  the  French — What  is  the  Cause  ? — Detestable  Falsehood 
of  the  Courier  -  -  -  -      '  -         _       ggQ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Jamaica. — Black  Regiments.     Mischiefs  and  D.nigers  attending  them  -         2/5 

Lotteries.  —  Reports  to  the  House  of  Commons  relating  to  them  -  -         2/9 

Libel  Law. — Abridgment  of  the  Trial  in  the  Case  of  Carr  against  Hood  -         432 

Convention. — Extract  from  the  Times  Newspaper  -  -  -         -         £08 

Hampshire  Meeting,  Proceedings  at  -  -  -  711 

London  City.rr-Proceedings  in  consequence  of  the  King's  Answer  to  them  -         728 

. Concluded  .  -  .  -  .  ^'/S 

Hampshire  Meeting  for  the  Nomination  of  a  Member  in  the  Room  of  Sir  Henrj 

Miklmay  ---..--_         §33 

.Ediubuigh  Revicw^ers. — Excellent  Passages  relating   to    Spain,    extracted   from 

their  Work  -____.  goQ 

Duke  of  York. — The  Act  of  Parliament  containing  the  Grant  to  him  of  National 

Lands,  or  Crown  Lands,  in  Surrey         -  -  -  -  -  915 

Table  of  the  Number  of  Christenings  and  Burials  j  of  the  Prices  of  the  Quartern 
Loaf;  of  the  Prices  of  Meat,  Sugar,  Salt,  and  Coals ;  of  the  Prices  of 
the  English  and  French  Stocks  j  and  of  the  Number  of  Bankruptcies, 
from  June  to  November,   1S03  -  -  -  «  -         xii 


TABLES. 


Table  of  the  Number  of    Christenings  and  Burials  vfhh\n  the  EWhcd  Mortality,  from  June  1808,   to 

November  1808,  inclusive. 


Epochs. 


Christened. 


Male. ; Female 


Buried. 


June 

July    886 

August 859 

September j  968 

October '  768 

November  . . . .  |  807 


868 
854 
780 
92  ^ 
691 
730 


Under 

a 

Years. 


10    20 
to     to 


30 
to 


10.  -20.  30.  40. 


40  ,  50  1  60    70  I  80 

to    {    to    I  t(J      to      to 

50.    60.  I  70.  80.1  90. 


90  to 
100, 

&c. 


378 
421 
506 
729 
397 
430 


181  69  51  90  136  158'  98  88  88  32 
202  541  50  93  132  179,  133104  84'  34 
168  39  45  86  118  126  104  87  69  26 


230  85  70  105 
145  50  49  85 
173  67  44  199 


164 
138 


180 
140 


14M14   78  37 
89   91    83   34 


129    126,   121,111    89    22 


5186  I  4851    '2831    1099364309658   817'  9171  688595  4911751    34 


Total  Buried. 


Males  Females 


731 
747 
727 
977 
672 
696 


685 
747 
651 
962 
635 
718 


4549  4398 


Total  Christenings..  10037 


Total  Burials. .  8947 


Table  of  the  Ptioes  of  Meat,  Sugar,  Salt,  and  Coals,  in 
London,  from  June  to  November,    I808,  inclusive, 


June  j  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 
s.  d. 

s.  d.    s.  d. 

5.  d. 

Beef   .. 

56      50 

5  0 

5  0 

Mutton 

5  4     5  4 

5  4 

5  4 

Pork  .. 

5  4     5  8 

6  0 

6  4 

Oct. 


5.  d. 

4  8 

5  0 
5  8 


Sugar..  39  71 41  0   36  1036  1138  5 


Salt. 


lOOlO  0  100100100 


Coals  ..  51  6  I5I  6  I52  0   51  9   55  0 


Nov. 


s.  d. 
5  4 

5  6 

6  0 


54  5§ 


1   0  0 


55  0 


2  osS 

—00  "S 


Cvvt. 

Bushel 
Chald. 


Table  of  the  Prices  of  rtie  Quartern 
Loaf  in  London,  from  June  to 
November,  I8O8,  inclusive. 


June    I   July    I  Au^ 


Sept. 


U.   d.\ 

60  U'  4 

131   0    11 

20  1  0^18 

27  I  0  '25 


rf.'  s. 
0^  1  1 
Qi    81 

o|  15  1 


0|    5 1  04 
0112  1    U 


1  0|22  1  0^ 


19  1     1; 


Oct. 


26  1  24  24 

I 


s.   d. 
1  2 
1  2 
1   2* 


Nov. 


I  3i  28 


d. 

1  3§ 
1  3§ 
1  3f 
1  3i 


Table  of  the 

Prices  of  the  English 

Table  of  the  Prices  of  the  French  Five 

Three    per 

Cent.    Consols,     from 

per    Cent.   Consnlides,     from  June     | 

June  to  November,  1808,  inclusive. 

to  November,  I8O8,  inclusive. 

Day 

1 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Day  j  June  1  July    Aug. 

iSept 

Oct. 

Nov 

68  { 

691 

68i 

65f 

65  J 

m 

1   '           1 

— 

— 

1                       I 

\ 

1 

2 

6SJ 

70^ 

67i 

65^ 

67^ 

2 

—    185.25 

84.60 

— 

8O.5 

— 

[to  a 

;>■ 

3 

70 

— 

671 

66i 

— 

67^ 

3  '  —    1  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

w    « 

S^ 

ei 

4 

5 

— 

70* 
7o| 

67i 
67^ 

66 

66| 

65I 

67i 

4   87.10   — 

"~" 

— 



80.75 

II 

5 

—       — 

6 

— 

70f 

(>7^ 

65  i 

65  i- 

— 

6 

—       — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■c 

U 

r* 

7 
8 

— 

69^ 
691 

67? 

661 

66  i 

65* 
65f 

671 

7 

—     85.20 

— 

— 

— 

0 

~~" 

■■~ 

9 

70^, 

69 

67f 

66^ 

67i 

9   87.5  1  — 

— 

—    1  — 

80.50 

§  s 

a. 

■^ 

10 

707^ 

68  i 

67  i 

66^ 

651 

10     —    85.10 

■ — 

— 

— 

— . 

oa  0 

<3^ 

n 

70^ 

6S| 
68| 

66| 
65i 



66  J 

661- 

11     —      — 



, 





12 

66  >, 

66 

67* 

12     —      — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

u  *^ 

bin 

* 

t^ 

1.1 

70? 

68:; 

66  i- 

66) 

651 

13     -      - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  ^ 

3 
< 

14 
15 

70| 
70J 

68^ 

66i 

66^ 

66i 

66i 

67 
67 

14   87-0  85.10 

^_, 

— 

— 

""■ 

15 

—      — 

16 

70^ 

68| 

66^ 

66 1 

66  i 

66^ 

16 

—      — 

— 

— 

— 

80.25 

?^2    , 

>A 

17 

70J 

— 

66i 

66i 

66  i 

66J 

17 

86.70   — 

81.40 

— 

— 

— 

"Z    -.5: 

—> 

18 

69  ff 

68^ 

66i 

— 

664 

66  J- 

18 

—      — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

°  T3    « 

19 

— 

68  f 

66  i 

66A 

— 

66  ,L 

19 

—       — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

S    «U 

c 

<^' 

20 

70 

68i 

68  i 

60i 

66  i 

— 

20 

—    85.0 

81.25 

— 

iO.50 

— 

3 

■^* 

21 

691 

68  i 

65i 

66i 

66 1 

21 

86.50   — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

CM 

681 

66 

66^ 

66i 

22 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

23 

69^; 

68i 

65^ 

661 

— 

66 'r 

23 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

69^ 

— 

66^ 

65  i 

67 

66i 

24 

— 

— 

«0.75 

— 

— 

— 

25 

691 

68^ 

65  i 

66t 

— 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

— 

68^ 

66.t 

65i 

— 

65^ 

26 

-    :«4.75 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

69{ 

681 

66 

65  if 

664 

66 

27 

86.0 

— 

— 

-» 

— 

— 

28 

691     (>H 

— 

66 

— 

— 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

80.50 

— 

29 

69  i 

681 

65  J 

65* 

m 

66^ 

29 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

30 

m 

68  i 

66i 

65^ 

— 

— 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31 

— 

— 

65^ 

- 

— 

— 

31 

—    '  —    1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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"   I  would  have  no  expedirions  nrcairist  the  A.mrric:ins.     I  would  securely  stop  their  holes,  and  leave  them  to 
"  qaarr^l ''"'J  I'^'i'ht  i-unonjst  themselves,  vvliicu  they  would  soon   infallibly  do." — Political    Hecisteh, 
.p.     81. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

American      Statf.s. On    the    24th 

instant,  Mr.  Whitbread  made,  in  the 
House  of  Comnsons,  a  speech,  which 
formed  a  sort  of  recapitulation  of  the  sub- 
jects of  debate  during  the  session,  which  is 
now  upon  the  poii.tofclosing.  Amongst  other 
topics,  he  revived  that  of  the  dispute  with 
the  Anaerican  States.  "  With  respect  to 
*'  America,"  said  he,  "  I  wish  to  know,  as 
''  far  as  it  can  be  dlsch)sed  with  discretion, 
''  what  is  the  real  situation  in  whicli  the 
*'  British  and  the  American  governments 
"  stand  with  rc'gard  to  each  other.  If,  Sir, 
"  I  may  trust  that  channel  of  information 
"  which  is  alike  open  to  every  man,  the 
'^  public  papers,  I  see  that  Congress  has 
"  been  prorogued  for  the  session,  but  that 
*'  the  embargo  still  continues.  Thus  it 
*'  appears,  that  one  of  the  effects  antici- 
"  pated  from  the  Orders  in  Council  has 
"  failed,  England  holds  out ;  America 
"  holds  out  ;  nor  does  there  appaar  any 
"  probability  of    a  relaxation  on   the  part 

"  of  the  latter." Mr.  Canning's  answer 

was  as  follows.  "  Nearly  all  that  has 
*'  passed,  between  this  country  and  Ame- 
"  rica,  the  house  and  the  public  have  been 
"  put  in  possession  of  by  the  publication  of 
"  the  American  government.  I  presume 
"  that  the  l>on.  gent,  does  not  intend  to 
"  blame  his  majesty's  ministers  for  not 
"  having  made  similar  communications  to 
"  parliament  ;  for  if  he  hud  thought  such 
"  communications  necessary,  he  would 
"  doubtless  have  moved  for  them.  With- 
"  out  censuring  their  production  by  the 
"  American  government,  his  majesty's 
"  ministers  have  felt  that  the  transaction, 
"  being  pending,  any  appeal  from  govern- 
*'  ment  to  parliament  \vould  lock  a;  if  it 
"  were  concluded.  I  shall  only  state,  that 
"  in  the  whole  conduct  of  the  British  go- 
*"'  vernment,  with  respect  to  the  affair  of 
"  the  Chesoljectk:',  we  have  endeavoured  to 
"  keep  in  viev\'  the  principle  upon  which 
''  v/e  set  oat ;  namely,  to  make  atnple 
"  reparation  for  that  which  was  decidedly 
"  a  wrong  act.^  but  to  make  that  reparation 
"  upon  a  firm  determination  not  to  surren- 


"  der  a  right  which  the  great  majority  of  the 
"  country  has  ever  considered   as    essential 
"  to  its  dearest  intere«ts.     Sir,  I  may  boid- 
"  ly   appeal    to   the  country  to   determine 
"  whether  from  the  correspondence  on  th« 
"  table  of  the  house  any  such  disposition  on 
"  the  part    of    his  majesty's  ministers   has 
"  appeared  through  the  whole  transaction. 
"  That  the  rupture   of    the    negotiation    on 
"  this  subject   was  not  attended   with   any 
"  hostile  feeling  on  either   side,     is   an    in- 
"  controvertible  truth.     The  reparation  was 
"  not  accepted  by  America,  because  Ame- 
"  rica  would  not   fulfil   the   condition    on 
"  which   alone  it    was  tendered,    namely, 
"  the   revocation   of    that  proclamation  by 
"■  which  British  ships  were  not  allowed    to 
"  enter  the  harbours   of   America,    while 
••'  those  of  the  enemy  visited  them   at   plea- 
"  sure.     But,    sir,    the  manner   in   w^hich 
"  the  British   reparation   was   tendered    to 
"  America  by  a  special  mission,  was,  to  all 
"■  the  feelings  of  nice  honour,    an    effective 
"  reparation,  although  not   accepted  ;  and 
"  so  iM  fact  we  have  every  reason  to  believa 
"■  that  it  was  considered  by  the   American 
"  government.        With    respect,      sir,    to 
"  the  embargo,  and  to  the  probable  eflects 
"■  of  the  Orders  in  Council  in  producing  its 
"■  abandonment,    the  hon.  gent,   has  mis- 
"  stated  my  right  hon.  friend's  proposition.'?, 
"  The  hon.   gent,   declares  my    right   hcu. 
"  friend  to  have  predicted,  that  the  Orders 
"  in  Council  would  do  away  the  embargo, 
"  v.d]erea?5  rny  hon,  friend   only  argued    in 
"  opposition  to  the  hon.  gentlemen  on   the 
"  other  side,  that  the  Orders  in  Council  did 
"  not     produce    the  embargo  ;     that  they 
"  were  not  substantively   known   in   Ame- 
''  rica  when  the  embargo  took  place  ;    and 
"  that  they  were  not  included  in   the  com- 
"  plaint  made  by  the  American  government 
"■  to    Congress,    on    which    complaint   the 
"  embargo  was  founded.     Nor,    sir,    do  I 
"  think  that  the  Orders  in   Council   them* 
"  selves  could  have  produced  any   irritation 
"  in  America.     If  I  were  not  disposed   on 
"  this  occasion  to  avoid  making  any  obser- 
"  vations  tlrat  might  be  suspected  of  a  party 
"  feeling,  I   would  say,    that    I  ;-!o  think 
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irritation  in  America  mny  hnve  been  pro-  |  hands,  while  the  poor  people  stand  astound- 


"  diiced  by  tlie  echo  ot"  the  discussions  in 
"  this  house.  Sir,  since  the  rciiiru  ot  Mr. 
"  RosR,  no  comnuinicalion  bas  been  made 
"  by  tiie  American  government,  in  the 
"  lorm  ot  complaint,  or  remonstrance,  or 
"  irritation,  or  of  any  description  what- 
"  ever.  I  mention  thi.s  particularly,  be- 
*'  cuisc  it  is  notoriDUs  ihat  there  have  been 
"  several  arrivals  from  America,  supposed 
"  to  be  of  great  importance,  and  that 
"  several  special  messengers  have  reached 
"  this  country  from  thence,  atter  having 
"  touched  at  France.  But,  sir,  if  the 
"  hon.  gent,  in  tiie  execution  of  his  public 
*'  duty  had  thought  fit  to  move  for  any 
**  con)municntions  that  had  been  made 
"  by  the  American  government  since  the 
"  dcp.^rture  of  Mr.  Kose,  my  answer  must 
"  li.ive  been,  not  that  his  majesty's  govern- 
"  ment  were  disinclined  to  make  them, 
"  but  that  absolutely  there  were  none  to 
"  make.  If  it  be  asked  "why?"  I  am 
"  unable  satisfactorily  to  reply.  I  can  only 
"  conjecture  that  America  has  entered  intcD 
"  negociations  M'ith  France  which  are  ex- 
"  pectcd  to  lead  to  some  result,  and  that 
"  the  communications  of  America  to  this 
"  country  are*  to  be   contingent     on    that 

"  result. This,  sir,  is  conjecture  alone, 

"  but  it  is  founded  on  the  extraordinary 
"  circumstance  of  so  m:inv  arrivals  v/iihout 
*'  any  cominunicaiion.  It  caimot  be  ex- 
"  pectcd  of  me,  that  I  should  state  pro- 
"  spectively,  what  are  the  views  of  his 
"  majesty's  government  on  this  suliject. 
"  The  principle  by  which  they  have  hither- 
"  to  been  guided,  they  wili  continue  inva- 
"  riably  to  contemplate.  They  attach  as 
"  much  value  to  the  restoration,  and  to 
"  the  continuance  of  cordiality,  and  pcr- 
"  feet  good  understanding  with  America, 
"  as  any  man  can  do  ;  they  are  ready  to 
"  ])urcliase  that  advantage  by  every 
"  justifiable  conciliation  ;  they  have  proved 
"  that  readiness  by  the  act  of  the  pre- 
"  sent  skssion,  in  which  the  ir.ide  of 
"  America  has  been  placed  on  the  most  fa- 
"  v<,iMMble  footing  ;  but,  Sir,  they  are  not 
"  ready  to  pui  chase  that  advantage,  great  as 
"  they  acknowledge  it,  at  the  price  of  the 
"  surrender  of  those  rights,  en  ^vhi(;h  the 
*'  naval   power  and  preponderance  of  (jioat 

"  Britain  is  immut;.bly  fixed." I'he  first 

thing  to  be  noticed  here  is,  th^  mild  and 
frii.'iuilv  manner,  in  v>liirh  the  hoiunuMlde 
genl'.men  addiess  one  another.  The  trial 
is  over;  the  cause  is  derid^l  for  this  time  3 
the  wrangling  f>ir  place  is,  for  a  while  su»- 
pendco;  and,  licr>.fore,  like  two '•'!  earned 
"   friend.-..*'  at   the  bar,    the     ::'tic3  sli.Tke 


ed  at  the  sight.  The  ouls  have,  too,  found, 
that  violence  is  quite  unavailing  ;  they  have 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  convince  the  nation, 
that  their  being  restored  to  {dace  is  necessary 
toils  safely;  the  nation  finds  the  Duke  of 
Tortland  to  be  full  as  able  a  prime  minister 
as  Lord  Grcnville  was  ;  they  see  exactly  the 
same  transactions  a-foot ;  they  see  no  dif- 
ference in  any  respect  whatever  j  whether 
they  turn  their  eyes  towards  elections, 
towards  the  courts  of  justice,  towards 
the  army  affairs,  towards  the  treasury,  to- 
wards the  taxing  system,  towards  the  Red- 
Book,  towards  the  divers  committees  of  in- 
f)uiry  and  the  divers  boards  of  commis- 
sioners ;  whichever  way  they  look,  not  the 
least  difference  do  they  see  ;  all  goes  on  full 
as  well,  and  quite  as  much  to  the  advantage 
and  credit  of  the  kingdom,  under  the  Duke 
of  Portland  as  under  my  Lord  Grenville, 
nay,  as  under  "  the  great  man,  now  no 
"  more,"  or  either  of  the  great  men,  now 
no  more.  The  nation,  therefore,  has  been 
insensible  to  all  the  earnest  and  pathetic  ap- 
peals, made  to  it  by  the  cuts,  who,  luckily  for 
us,  have,  and  recently  too,  had  an  opportunity 
of  shewing  what  they  do  when  in.  Dis- 
covering this  has  made  the  outs  more  mild. 
It  Ikis  taken  the  edge  off  their  attacks  ;  and, 
as  a  Insi  shift,  they  appear  to  liave  formed  a 
plan  for  dividing  their  opponeiits.  1'hey 
lose  no  opportunity  of  paying  tlieir  court  to 
Mr.  Canning,  whom  they  evidently  suspect 
to  be  hated  by  no  small  number  of  those, 
whom  he  sometimes  calls  his  honourable 
friends ;  and,  INIr.  Canning,  on  his  part, 
a])pears  to  be  rather  more  than  usually  civil 
to  the  o[)position.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
J  think,  that  the  making  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland  premier  must  have  been  chiefly  his 
work.  His  associates  cannot  do  without 
hini.  He  is  most  luckily  situated  ;  and, 
as  things  stand,  may,  and,   I  dare  say,  will, 

carve  for  hiiiiself 1  sliould  not  be  at  all 

surprized,  if  a  new  session  of  parliaiwent 
should  discover  to  us  that  party  intriguing 
has  not  beyn  neglected  during  the  recess. 
Let  those,  therefore,  who  are  in  posscssic-ii 
of  the  good  things,  down  to  the  very  door- 
keepers, make  hay  while  the  sun  shines. 
One  little  twist  may  jerk  them  all 
out,  and  lay  them  sprawling,  like  worms 
ejected  by  an  emet;j.  Let  them  make 
haste  to  '  be  rich  :  for,  if  the  Whigs 
should  once  more  ect  into  the  carcase,  not 
all  the  drugs  in  the  world  will  again  oust 
them.  I'here  is  i-,<i  potion  yet  discoveied 
by  man,  that  will  he  found  strong  enough  : 
to  stir  them.  'J  hey  will  live  and  die  with  ■ 
the  body.     I  et  no-]  opery  look  to  it;  for,  it 
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the  Whigs  once  more  worm  themselves  into 
power,  they  will  beat  t!ie  ginnd  apostate, 
old  fiUher  Brute,  in  crying  out  danger  to 
the  Church.  Mr.  Canning  holds  the  key, 
by  the  aid  of  which  they  hope  to  re  enter 
the  paradise  of  place.  His  colleagne.s  ob- 
viously are  afraid  of  him,  and  yet  they  dare 
not  openly  avow  their  fears.  It  is  a  strange 
thing,  that  the  opposition,  consisting  of 
men  of  great  family  and  fortune,  or,  at 
least,  many  of  thtin,  should  condescend  to 
wheedle  Mr.  Canning  ;  but,  courtiers,  like 
common  soldiers,  measure  every  man's  worth 

by   the  standard  of  power. Beggiwg  the 

reader's  pardon   for  having  led   him  through 

this  digression,  1  return  to  my  subject. 

Mr.    Whitbread  says,  that    "  we  have  held 
''  out,  and  the  Americans  have  held  out." 
Which  is  as  much  a.s  to  say,  that  it  i.s  yet  a 
matter  of    doubt,  which  country    will  hold 
out  longest.     But,  the  American    news-pa- 
pers, of  which  I  have  some  now  before  me, 
clearly  convince    me,  that,   if  they   attempt 
to  hold  out  for  the  whole  year,  their  Federal 
government    will    be    overturned.     Discon- 
tents have  prevailed  from  the  day  the  em- 
bargo was  iinposed  ;  and  now,  as  the  reader 
will  see,   they  have  proceeded  so  far,  in  one 
place,  as  to  call  for  a  proclamation  from  the 
President.     Upon  the  Mississippi,  that  is  to 
say,  intheWeste  n  States,  the  authority  of 
the  Federal  Government  has  been  complete- 
ly set  at  defiance.     In    the  New  England 
States,  the  news-papers  very  coolly  propose  a 
separation  of  those  Slates  from  the  Southern 
States ;  and,  unless  Jefferson  and  his  party 
be  ousted  at   the  next  election,  this  separa- 
tion, which   has  been    talked  of  for  years, 
will  most  assuredly  tiike  place.     I  will  now 
insert   the    proclamation    above-mentioned, 
adding  what  may  be  necessary  to  give  to  my 
readers  in  general  a  correct  notion   of  the 
present  state   of  the  country.     "  Whereas 
"  information  has   been    received  that  sun- 
"  dry  persons  are  combined   or  combining 
"  and  confederatingtogether  on  Lske  Cham- 
"  plain    and   the  country   thereto    adjacent 
"  for  the  purposes  of  forming  insurrections 
"  against   the   authority  of  the  laws  of  the 
"  United  States,  for  opposing  the  same  and 
"  obstructing    their    execution  j    and    that 
"  such  combinations  are  too  powerful  to  be 
"  suppressed   by   the    ordinary    course     of 
"judicial    proceedings,  or   by    the    powers 
"   vested  in  the   marshals  by  the  laws  cf  the 

*'  Uniteti  States. Now,  ihrretore,  to  the 

"end,  that  the  authority  of  the  laws  may 
*'  be  maintained,  and  that  those  concerned 
"  directly  or  indirectly  in  any  insurrection 
'•'  or  combination  against  the  same,  may  be 
"  duly  warned,  I  have  issued  this  my  pro- 
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"  clamation,  hereby  commanding  sucli  in- 
"  snrgents,  and  all  conceined  in  such  com- 
"  binations,  instantly  and  without  delay  to 
"  disi)er.se  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  re- 
"  spectivc  abodes.  And  1  do  hereby  fur- 
"  ther  require  and  command  all  officers 
"  having  authority,  civil  or  military,  who 
"  shall  be  found  within  the  vicinage  of  sucii 
"  insurrections  or  combinations,  to  be  aid- 
"  ing  and  assisting,  by  all  the  means  in 
"  their  power,  by  force  of  arms,  or  other- 
"  wise,  to  quell  and  subdue  such  insurrcc- 
"  tions  or  combinations,  to  seize  upon  all 
"■  those  therein  concerned,  who  shall  not  in- 
"  stantly  and  without  delay  disperse  and  re- 
"  tire  to  their  respective  abodes,  and  to  de- 
"  liver  tliem  over  to  the  civil  authority  of 
"  the  place,  to  be  proceeded  against  accord* 

"  ing  to  law." This   rnust   be  the   case. 

The  government  has  no  authority  in  those 
distant  parts,  except  merely  in  name.  Mr. 
Thos.  Jefferson  now  begins  to  find,  that  his 
partiality  for  France  will  be  tolerated  only 
as  long  as  it  does  not  manifestly  injure  the 
people.  The  people  know,  that  the  embargo 
arose  out  of  the  president's  hatred  of  Eng- 
land. This  they  know  fall  well,  and,  all  its 
numerous  embarrassments  they  will  impute 
to  him.  They  will  forget  their  own  preju- 
dices and  violence  ;  they  will  forget,  that 
their  malignant  clamour  emboldened  him  to 
do  what  he  has  done  ;  they  will  make  him 
the  'scape  goat ;   they  will  send  him  from  his 

offices  with  an  universal  hiss. It  appears, 

from  these  newspapers,  that  the  elections 
are  running  against  the  French  party.  Here 
a  little  explanation  is  necessary.  The  Presi- 
dent is  elected  every  four  years,  the  elec- 
tion taking  place  in  the  autumn  and  he  en- 
tering upon  his  office  in  the  ensuing  month 
of  March.  But,  the  elections  for  the  Senate 
and  the  House  of  Representatives  take 
place  oftener  ;  it  appears  that  some  of  these.- 
elections  were  going  on  in  April,  and  that, 
as  far  as  they  had  gone,  they  clearly  indicat- 
ed a  change  in  favour  of  a  resistance  of 
French  politics  and  French  influence.  This 
change,  if  it  be  such  as  is  anticipated,  will, 
at  once,  put  an  end  to  all  the  disputes  with 
England,  and  may  lead  to  consequences  the 
most  pleasing  and  most  important.  The 
events  in  Spain,  the  abdication  on  the  part 
of  the  Bourbons,  and  the  assumption  on  the 
pact  of  Napoleon,  will,  unless  the  Ame- 
ricans are  quite  mad,  have  great  weight  iu 
producing  this  de.^ired  effect  ;  tor  extensive 
as  their  country  is,  they  will  not  be  safe  an 
hour,  without  our  assistance,  if  Napoleon 
take  possession  of  Spanish  America.  In  the 
mean  while,  it  is  evident,  from  letters 
sent  by  the  Secretary   of   the  Tre«ury_,  to 
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the    natural    consequence    of    a    state    of 
enibarrassmcnr.     They  do   not   know  who. 
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the  scv-cral  ports,  that  the  Embargo-law  j 
has  been  evaded,  ih  at  tvimerous  vessels  have 
sailed  out  laden  with  i\imber  and  provisions, 
and  that,  in  short,  the  law  is  obeyed  by 
those  only,  who  are  nn.ible  to  stand  the  risk 
of  disobedience.  Ihis  was  to  be  uxpccled. 
There  are  no  threats  that  will  prevent  it.  The 
government  has  not  the  power  of  making 
itself  obeved  against  the  interests  of  so  large 
a  portion  of  ihe  coninKuiity.  Where  are 
now  the  grounds  of  that  alarm  for  the  sup- 
plying of  our  West  India  islands,  which 
Mr.  A.  B.  (or  Alexander  Baring)  of  the 
Mornicg  Chronicle  so  pathetically  laid  before 
us  ?  1  should  not  be  surprized  if  our  West 
India  colonies  were  now  better  suppli'-d  than 
ever  ;  because  the  American  ships  are  now 
prevented  from  going  to  our  enemies'  colo- 
nies.  The  people  in  Vermont   carry  on  j 

a  trade,  across  Lake  Cl.amplain,  with  Ca- 
nada.    They  have  set  the  Embargo-law  at 
defiance ;  they  still  carry  on  the  trade,  and  j 
carry  it  on  they  will  in  spite  of  ten  thousand  j 
proclamations  from  Thomas   Jefferson.     In  | 
the  Western   States,  it  is  said,  that  the  go- 
vernment gun-boats   have  been  burnt,  and  j 
the  militia  beaten.     All  this,  the  reader  will  | 
recollect,  I  said  would  be  the  case.     I  said 
it  till  1    was  afraid   my   readers  would    be 
^vearied  with  the  repetition  ;  but  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Baring  and  his  set  dwelt  so  strongly 
npon    the  dargers  of  a  prohibition  of  iraJe 
on  the  part  ot  America,  thut  I  was  obliged 
to  repeat  it.     It  is  worthy   of  observation, 
too,  that  tlie  very  States,  which  have  now 
risen  in  opposition  to  the  French  party,  are 
those  which,  until  now,  were  most  decidedly 
in  favovir  of  that  party. How  often  have 

1  .said,  that  the  Federal  Government  c n'.ld 

not  exist  a  year  under  the  elfect  of  n  prohi- 
bition of  trade  wiih  England  snd  her  terri- 
tories ?     The  trade  is,  in  i'-'xi,  nvw  carried 

on.     It  was  stated  in    Congress,  just   before 

it  adjourned,  that  a  huitdri-dlhousand  Inrrcts 

of  flour  had  been  smuggled  from  the  siugie 

port  of  BLdtimore.-     What    has  been   douC; 

then,  from   Philadelphia,  New   "^ork,   and 

Boston  ?     In  fact,  the  law   is  nearly  a  dead 

letter:   and  I  said   it  would  be  so.     It  must 

be  so,  or  ihe  govi'mrneut  rniist  full.     1  told 

the   Amcricaiia,    a   thousand  times,  tliat,  if 

ever  they  slionld  be  fools  enough  to  Irj/  iheir 

slfensln    against    England,    tbeir   we.ikness 

would  be  exposed  to  the  whole  work!.   '^1  hry 

Avould  not  believe  me.     Th?y    vvo'.dd   insist, 

that    they  were  a   oratt   nation  ;   that  Kng 

Jnnd  was   dependant  \iD(m  them  ;   that  tiiey 

roold  siaive  I'ngl.iud  ;V''''^  '"^^'-^  ^^'^  ^'^^  ''^'^ 

resiilt    of    the    attempt.      There     has,     it 

s-fsms,    he'^n   warm  work   in  the  Congress. 

Blackguaidlng    and    bl^ek   e^es.      Tli;s    is 


to  blame  but  ihem'selves.  Like  Lucifer  and 
his  crew,  tliey  fall  to  abusing  one  another. 
This  blackguarding  is,  however,  by  no 
means  the  worst  sign.  It  shews,  that  the 
combatants  are  sintwrc,  at  least.  I  would 
much  rather  hear  them  call  one  another 
rogues  and  traitors  and  sycophants,  than 
hear  thein  palavering  with  "  himnitralle geu' 
tlernan,"  and  "  Icntned  fiieiid,"  and  the 
like,  which  would  sicken  one  to  death.  I 
wtiuld  much  rather  see  an  angry  debate  con- 
cluile  with  a  fight,  or  even  witii  a  gouging 
bout,  than  see  the  anger  all  laid  aside  with 
the  discussion,  and  the  comb.itants  shaking 
hands  and  laughing  at  the  folly  of  their 
clients.  A  smooth  smiling  rogue  is  the 
.worst  of  rogues,  and  when  tliis  "gentle- 
manly" sort  of  rogues  get  possession  of 
power,  they  seldom  let  go  their  hold  while 
there  is  any  thing  to  be  got.  I,  for  my  part, 
h;!te  ihnm  fights,  in  the  senate  as  well  as  in 
the  field.  It  is  villainous  to  talk  as  if  you 
were  in  earnest,  and  be  in  jest  ail  the  whde; 
to  express  the  greatest  anxiety  about  what  is 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  you  ;  to  act  the 
mere  pleader,  nay,  the  player,  in  discussions 
invoK'in.g  the  well-being  of  millionsof  men. 

The  way  that  tlie  American  State?  will 

get  out  of  their  embarrassment,  with  respect 
tons,  will,  I  should  thir.k,  be  this:  Mr. 
Thomas  Jeflerson  and  his  party  will  be 
ousted,  and  then,  tlie  hew  president  Mr-ill 
disclaim  all  their  hostile  acts.  Should  this 
beth;  case,  we  shall  go  on  harmoniously  for 
the  future;  and  I  think,  that  the  Americans 
(especially  if  Napoleon  succeed  in  Spain) 
will  not  be  lor.g  before  they  join  us  against 
France.  "J'hat  this  may  be  the  case,  1 
heaitily  wish  ;  but,  I  am  sure,  it  never  will 
be,  if  we  niake  Uie  first  movements  to- 
wards it. 

SrANTSH   Rrvolutiox. A  very  great 

part  of  this  sheet  is  devoted  to  the  docu- 
ments relatmg  to  this  great  event.  They  are 
regularly  arrang'id,  and  will  hereafter  be 
found  very  useful.  They  exhibit  the  parties 
in  their  true  colours,   and  most  black  some 

of  tliem  appear. In  s^ime    papers    cf  a 

more  recent  date,  but  not  otficial,  it  is  stated, 
that  tlie  Queen  ot'Spain  has  openly  declared 
her  eldest  son  to  be  the  fiuit  of  an  unlawful 
amour  :  in  pkiin  words,  ihat  he  is  a  bastard 
and  she  a  u-hore!  And  yet,  I'll  warrant  you, 
that  girls  in  Spain  used  to  do  penance  for 
having  bastards.  Well,  Ferdinand  has  the 
consolation  of  knowing,  that  he  isnnt  the 
oti/t/  bastard  fruit  of  a  royal  mother.  It 
might  he  somewhat  indelicate  to  invesMgate 
such   matters  ;   but  hislorv    inform*  us  of  a 
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grent  mnny  bnstarJs,  female  as  well  as  male, 
who  nave  put  forward  their  pretensions  to  a 
crown  ;   and,  the  worst  of  it  is,  we  find  that 
nations,    that  millions  of  men,    have  ranged 
themselves  on  different   sides,    have  veKed, 
harrasscd,  lacerated,  and  killed  one  another, 
in  disputes  and    wars  about   tlie  honour  of 
such    bastardized  gentry.      This  species  of 
madness  is,  however,   at  an  end,   1  hope.     1 
do  not  think  that  any  people  could  now  be 
f.)un.i   to  cut  one  another's  throats  for  (he 
sake  of  maintaining  the  pretended  rights  of 
a  bastard  girl   or  boy.     In  this  respect,    the 
Avorld  is  certainly  grown  wiser  than  it  was. 
What  a  shocking  thing  it  would  ()e  to  see  a 
whole  nation  involved   in  confusion  ;   to  sec 
it  desolated  ;    to  see  the  people    (wise  and 
virtuous  people  too)  stained  with  each  other's 
blood,  and   all  this   in   consequence  of  the 
freaks  of  a  woman,   who,    perhaps,  might 
owe   it  merely  to  Irer  dignity  of  place,   that 
she    was    not   found    amongst  her   coarse- 
skinned  and  big-mouthed  sisters,  in  the  rear 
ranks  of  the  stews.     Tvlind,    reader,   I  have 
been  speaking  here  merely  upon  the  suppo- 
sition  that  the  account  of  the  late  Queen  of 
Spain's  declaration  be  true  ;    for,  as  to  my- 
self, I  cannot  suffer  the  belief  of  the  fact  to 
enter  my  mind.     Prinzes,   indeed,    not  oiily 
have  bastards,  soirjetimes,  but  least  oi  ihem, 
:    and  not  unfrequent]}'-  when  it  is  pretty  well 
known,    that  they  avs  perfectly  innocent  of 
'    the  guilt  they  so  generouslij  assume.     To  see 
a  Prince  with  a  troop  of  bastards,  whetl>er 
his  own  or  not,   at  his   heels,  would  be  no 
very  seemly  sight,   especially  M'hile  bastar- 
dizing is  held  to  be  criminal  in  the   people. 
Bur,   for  a  Queen,    reigning  "    by  the  grace 
I  of  God,"    or   for   a   gracious   Princess,    to 
j  have  a  bastard,  is  not  to  be  believed,  though 
averred   by   half  a  score  of  witnesses,    the 
single  oath  of  either  of  whom  would  hang  a 

j  hundred  forgers  or   coiners. If  the  ac- 

I  count  be  true,  which  has  been  given  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  her  royal 
j  husband  seems  to  have  acted  a  very  amiable 
part.  He  must  be,  upon  this-  supposition, 
I  what  Pope  calls  "  a  well-bred  cuckold." 
The  good  man  said  not  a  word,  which, 
though  not  without  an  example,  perhaps,  is 
certainly  worthy  of  imitation  amongst  all 
"  gentlemanly"  husbands,  whose  fate  bears 

a  resemblance  to  his. Turning  now  to 

the  Patriots  oi  Spain,  there  really  does  ap- 
pear to  be  some  prospect  of  their  iinal  suc- 
cess. There  seems  to  be  a  general  spirit  of 
resistance  against  France.  I'he  language  of 
the  several  addresses  is  .that  of  men  re- 
solved. All  this  noble  spirit  Jay  smothered 
under  the  incubus  of  despotism.  Ihat 
rexiioved^  up   it  bounds  with  the  quickness 


of  ligluning.     Lightning,    foiked  lightning, 
may  it  prove  to  ail  those,  be  they  who  they 
may  or  where  !hey  may,  who  would  wish 
again  to  smother  it  !       And  yet  I  do  fear,  1 
greatly  fear,     that    there   are   persons,  and 
those  not  few  or  feeble,  who  would    rather 
see  Buonaparte  slaughter  the  Spaniards,  roan, 
woman,  and  child,  than  see  those  Spaniards 
succeed  in    establidnng  a  government  upon 
the   princi[)les  of  f'lecdom,   upon    the    prin- 
cip'es    of   the    real    constitution     of  Eng- 
land.      I   trust,     however,     that     no    such 
villains  as  these  will   obtain    indnenre    with 
our  ministers,  and  prevail  upon  them  to  be 
suspicious  and  tardy  in  (heir  operations  for 
the  assistance  of  tlie   Patriots.     This   is   the 
only   fai^"   opportunity    that  has  offered  for 
checking  the  progress  of  Napoleon.       It  is 
the  only  cause  to   which    all   the   people  of 
England   have  heartily  wished  suctess.     In 
ai!  probability  it  is  the  last  opportunity  that 
will  offer   for  enabling  us  to  give  a   turn  to 
the  long-liowing  tide  of  success.     And,  if 
we   neglect   this  opportunity  ;   if  v.-e  waste 
the  precious  hours,   that   are  now  ^iven  us 
for  action,  in  doubts,  hesitations,  and  delays, 
we,  or,  at  least,    those    amongst    us   who 
shall  be  found  to  have  been  the  cause  of  such 
conduct,  ought  to  perish,  or,  which  would 
be  better,  to    linger   out    a  life  of  misery, 
loaded  with  the  curses  of  all  good  men.     I 
know,  that  there  is,  amongst  some  persons, 
a  disposition  to  hate  Buonaparte,  not  on  ac- 
count of  (he  hatefulness  of  his  tyranny,  but: 
from  a  feejing  of  envy ;  and  where  that  dis- 
position exists,  there  can  be  no  desire  to  as- 
sist, for  any  good    purpose,  the  Patriots  of 
Spain    "  [  do  not  like  that  word  patriot,"  said 
a  man   (I  am  informed)  the  other  day  ;  and, 
i  am  much  afraid,  he  is  not  quite  singular  ia 
his  taste.     That  taste  will  not,   I  hope,  pre- 
vail.    I  am  confident  it  will  not  become  ge- 
neral ;  but,  I  am  not  quite  confident  that  it 
may  not  do  mischief. 
Botley,  June  30,   1803. 

C  O  B  B  E  T  T  '  S 
Parliamentary  History 

OK 

E  N  G  L  A  N  D, 

Which,  in  the  compass  of  Sixteen  Volumes, 
royal  octavo,  double  columns,  will  con- 
tain a  full  and  accurate  Report  of  all  the  re- 
corded Proceedings,  and  of  all  the  Speeches 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  from  the 
earliest  times  to  the.year  1603,  when  the 
publication  of  "  Cobbelt's  Parliamentary 
Debates"  commenced. 
I'he  Fourth  Volume  of  the  above  work  i? 

ready  for  dtiivin y.     It  embraces  that  period 
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ot  our  Parliamentary  History,  which  is,  per- 
h'lps,  the  most  interesling  ofany  ;  nn.nely, 
Ironi  the  Uestoralion  of  Cliarles  the  Si-anui 
M  the  year  IdGO,  to  the  Revo!iuion,  in  loSS. 
For  lliis  period,  tlie  Proceedings  and  Deb.iie'^, 
in  b>);h  Houses,  have  been,  tor  tlii;  most 
part,  collected  from  t!>e  following  works  : 
1.  Tiie  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords  ;  2. 
The  Journals  of  the  House  (jf  Commons  ; 
.'<.  T:iat  portion  of  the  Parliament ny,  or 
Constitutional  History  of  England,  whi(  h 
contains  the  proceedings  of  the  Conveniion 
Pariiamc-nr,  Irom  its  meeting  on  the  25ih  of 
Ap-.il,  lOOO,  to  its  dissolution,  on  the  24th 
ot  Oe.-em.)er  following,  at  which  ei)ocli  the 
editors  of  this  able  performance  conclude 
th-ir  labours;  -1.  The  [a  fe  of  thtt  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  written  by  himself,  containing 
sjTii  interesting  Debates,  in  both  Houses, 
dning  tlie  periov!  between  the  Restoration  of 
the  King  and  the  banishment  ofthe  said  Hjrl, 
in  the  year  10 j'7,  -which  Debates  never  yet 
tonn  1  iheir  way  into  any  Collection  ;  5.  The 
IVoreedmgs  of  the  House  of  Commons 
teaching  the  Impeachment  of  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  with  the  many  Debates  in  that 
H  lusf  upon  the  subj  -ct  ;  6.  The  Works  of 
the  celebrated  Andrew  Marvcll,  who,  from 
l!)O0toJu7S,  reg'.ilarly  transmitted  to  his 
consiitnenis  of  Hull,  a  faitht'ul  account  of 
each  day's  proceedings  j  7.  The  Dt-bates  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  from  I5't)7  to  l(5C)-l, 
collected  by  the  H;jnourab!e  Antichell  Grey, 
who  was  thirty  years  a  member  for  tiie  town 
ni  Derby  ;  8.  The  Debates  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  Bill  of  Exclusion,  in  the 
year  lOSO,  first  published  in  1(581,  in  a 
small  duodecimo  volume,  and  afterwards 
republished  in  171O,  andagain  in  1807,  with 
the  addition  of  the  Debates  in  the  Short 
parliament  held  at  Oxford,  in  the  month  of 
March,  ltJ3!)-l,  the  proceedings  of  which 
related  cliiefly  to  the  sime  subject,  that  is  to 
say,  the  EKclusion  ofthe  Duke  of  York  from 
the  succession  to  the  crown  ;  9.  Timberland's 
History  and  Proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Lords  ;  and,  10.  Chandler's  History  and 
Proceedings  ofthe  House  of  Commons. — It 
will,  doubtless,  haye  been  observed  by  mo";! 
persons  who  have  much  attended  to  the 
matter,  that,  for  the  period  from  the  Resto- 
r  Uion  to  the  year  17-J3,  the  two  last  men- 
tioned works,  that  is  to  say,  those  of  Tim- 
berland  and  Cliandlcr,  have  hitherto  been 
reg-jrded  as  a  regular  and  complete  collec- 
tion, and  the  only  regular  and  complete 
collection,  ofthe  Proceedings  in  Parliament  ; 
and  that,  as  such,  they  have  been  introduced 
into,  anJ  enjoyed  a  distinguished  place  in, 
almTst  every  public  and  great  private  library 
in  the  kingdom.    Therefore,  in   preparing 
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the  present  volume  for  the  pres.s,  it   might 
natiually    have   been   expected,  that   consi- 
derable   assistance    would    have    been    af- 
forded by  these  works.     It   is,  however,  a 
remarkable  tact,  which  may  be  verified  by  a 
referetice  to  the    proceedings  of  any    single 
session,  that  very  little  assistance  indeeil  has 
been  received  from  them,     'lo  say  the  truth, 
adiscovi^iy  of  the  extreme    imperfectness  of 
these  works  produced    otie   of  the    motiv?s 
which  led  to  the  present   undertaking.     On 
comparing  tlicir  contents    with  those   of  the 
authentic    works  before    enumerated,   they 
were  f.iund  to  be  so  extremely  defective  and 
incorrect,  that    they   co aid,  in   hardly    any 
case,  be   relied  upon  witii  safety.    In  them, 
King's  Speeches  are,  in  numerous  instances, 
either  wholly  omitted,  or  very  much  curtailed. 
Scarcely  any  ofthe  Speec'ies  ofthe  dili'erent 
Lord  Chancellors,  delivered  at  the  opening 
ofthe  several  Sessions,  though  those  speeches 
generally  contain  an   outline  of  the  state   of 
the    national    atFairs,    are  preserved      The 
Journals  appear  to  have  been  rarely  consulted. 
Scarcely  a  Motion  or  Resolution,  is  given  as 
it  stands  in  those  authentic  records.  Explana- 
tory notes  there  are  none  ;  and,  in  only  one 
or  two  instances  have  the  compilers  deemed 
it  necessary  to  favour  the  reader  with  informa- 
tion   as    to  the   source,  whence   they   have 
drawn  their  luaterials  ;  which  would    seem, 
indeed,  to  have  been  moulded  into  the  form 
of  volumes  for  the  mere  purpose  of  filling  u  >  a 
chasm    in   a    book-casi\ — Besitles    rcsurting 
to  the  above  recited  works,  recourse  has  been 
had  to  the  best  historians,  and  contemporary 
writers.     From   Burnet,     Echard,    Kennet, 
Oldmixon,  Rapin,  North,   Ralph,  Ivlarvell,  • 
Reresby,  Temple,  Walpole,  atid  the  Work 
of  the  late   Mr.     Fox,   recently    published, 
many   Notes,    historical    and    biographical, 
have  been   introduced  ;  and,  for  the  sake  of 
connexion,  a  short   acci)unt  ofthe  princip.il 
Occurrences,  during    each  recess  of  Parlia- 
ment, has,  where  necessary,    been  inserted. 
— By  way  of  Appendix    to   this  volume,  is 
subjoined  a   Collection  of  scarce  and  valua- 
ble Tracts,  purely  parliamentary,  taken  from 
the    State   Tracts,  privately  printed   in   the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  and  James  II,  from  the 
Harleian    Miscellany  ;  and  from  the   noble 
Collections     of     Lord    Somers.      Through 
these,  a  more    lively  image  ofthe   times   is 
conveyed,  than  could    be  received  from   any 
general  description,   from    however  eloquent 
a  pen  it  might  proce  cl.     From  their  scarce- 
ness,    it   is    impossible    that    they     should, 
in      their      separate     state,     be     generally 
known  J   and,  as  the  utility   of  them,  when 
accompanying    the  Parliamentary  History  of 
the  limes  in  which  they  were  written,  must 
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be  manifest  to  every  one,  the  compiler 
oloes  certainly  consider  them  as  not  the 
least  valuable  part  of  his  work. 

*4(.*  The  success  of  this  work,  up  to  the 
time  of  publishing  Vol-  III.  was  before 
statecl.  Its  success  since  that  time  has  been 
still  greater.  No  work  of  equal  magnitude, 
had  ever  so  great  success,  in  so  short  a  space 
of  time.  The  fifth  volume,  barring  acci- 
dents from  illness,  will  be  published  in  Oc- 
tober, and  the  sixth  in  December  ;  after 
which  it  is  hoped,  that  a  volume  every  three 
months  will  be  regularly  finished,  until  the 
work  be  concluded,  or  rather,  brought  down 
to  the  "  Parliamentary  Debates,"  which 
will  form  a  sequel  to  it,  and  which  will,  of 
course,  be  continued,  in  the  same  manner 
that  they  now  are. 

*^*  The  Tenth  Volume  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Debates,  including  the  period 
from  the  Opening  of  the  Session,  on  the 
21st  of  January,  to  the  Qth  of  April,  1808, 
will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  the  10th  in- 
stant. The  Eleventh  Volume,  which  will 
embrace  the  remainder  of  the  Session,  is  in 
considerable  forwardness.  li  is  parlicularli/ 
requested  that  all  Communicatiojis  for  tins 
tvork  mcuj  be  forwarded  to  the  Publishers  on 
er  before  the  i5(h  of  the  present  month. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Spanish  Revolution-. — Papers  relative  to 
the  Spanish  lin'olution  beginning  with  the 
liepurt    made    to   Murat    (French  Com- 
mander in  Chief  in   Spain)  bij  De  Mon- 
th iou,   one  of  his  Officers,  respecting  the 
Dethronement     of    the     King,     and     the 
Elevation  of  the  Prince  of  Asturias. 
Report,  dated  Aranjuez,   25th  March,  J  808. 
Monseigneur; — Agreeably   to    the  com- 
mands of  your  imperial  highness,  I  repaired 
with  the  ktter  of  your  highness  to  the  queen 
of  Etruria  at  Aranjuez,      It   was  8  o'clock 
in  the  morning  ;  the  queen  was  still  in  bed  ; 
she    rose  immediately,  and  bade  me  enter. 
I  delivered  your  letter  to  her.      She  begged 
me  to  wait  a  little,  and  said   she  would   go 
and  read  it  with  the  king  and  queen  ;   half 
an    hour    afterwards  I    saw    the    queen    of 
Etruria  enter  with   the  king  and  queen  of 
Spain. — His  majesty  said,  that  he  thanked 
your  imperial   highness  for  the   share  you 
had  taken  in  his  allliction,    which   was  the 
greater  as  his  own  son  was  the  author    of  it. 
The  king  said,  that  the  revolution  had  been 
effected   by  forgery    and     corruption,    and 
that  the  principal   actors  were   his  son    and 
M.    Cabellero,    minister  of   justice  ;    tliat 
he    had   been    compelled    to     abdicate    the 
throne,  in  order  to  s.'ve  the  lives  of    him- 
self and  his  queen  3  that  he  knows  that  bat 
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I  for  this,  they  would  have  been  murdered 
in  the  course  of  the  night  j  that  the  con- 
duct of  thic  prince  of  Asturias  was  more 
sliocking,  seeing  that  himself  (the  king) 
having  perceived  his  desire  to  reign,  and 
being  himself  near  60  years  of  age,  had 
agreed  to  surrender  the  crown  to  him,  on 
his  marriage  taking  place  with  a  French 
|;rincess,  which  the  king  ardently  desired. — 
I'he  king  added  to  this,  that  the  prince  of 
Asturias  was  desirous  that  he  and  the  queen 
should  repair  to  Badajoz,  on  the  frontiers 
of  Portugal  j  that  he  had  found  means  to 
inform  him  that  the  climate  of  that  country 
did  not  suit  him  5  that  he  begged  him  to 
permit  his  choosing  another  place  ;  that  he 
sought  to  obtain  permission  of  the  Emperor 
to  purchase  an  estate  in  France,  where  he 
might  end  his  days.  The  queen  told  me 
she  had  begged  of  her  son  to  postpone  their 
journey  to  iiadajoz  ;  that  she  had  not  pro- 
cured this,  and  that  the  journey  was  to 
take  place  on  the  erksuing  Monday. — At 
the  moment  I  was  departing  from  their 
majesties,  the  king  said  to  me,  "  I  have 
written  to  the  emperor,  in  whose  hand  I 
repose  my  fate." — I  wished  to  send  iTiy 
letter  by  a  courier,  but  I  know  no  surer 
means  of  sending  it  thaa  by  yours.  The 
king  left  me  then,  in  order  to  repair  to  his 
cabinet.  He  soon  returned  with  the  following 
letters  (ISFos,  1  and  2)  in  his  hand,  which 
he  gave  me,  and  added  these -words — ''My 
situation  is  most  deplorable  ;  they  have 
seized  the  prince  de  la  Paz,  and  will  put 
him  to  death  5  he  has  committed  no  other 
crime  than  that  he  has  at  all  times  been 
attached  to  me." — He,  added,  there  wera 
no  eftbrts  which  he  would  not  have  attempt- 
ed to  save  the  life  of  his  unhappy  friend, 
but  that  he  had  found  the  whole  world  deaf 
to  his  entreaties,  and  bent  on  vengeance  ; 
that  the  death  of  the  prince  de  la  Paz  would 
draw  after  it  his  own,  and  that  he  should 
n  '1  survive  him. 

No.  I.  Letter  from  the  King  to  Napoleon, 
25th  March,  1808, 
"  Sir,  my  brother. — Your  majesty  will 
assurediv  hear  with  pain  of  the  events  which 
have  taken  place  at  Aranjuez,  and  their 
consccjuences  ;  you  will  not,  without  sym- 
pathy, see  a  king  who  has  been  compelled  to 
resign  his  throne,  throw  himself  into  thearms 
of  a  great  monarch  his  ally,  placing  every- 
thing in  his  protection,  who  alone  can  fix 
his  happiness  and  that  of  his  whole  family, 
and  his  trusty  and  beloved  subjects.  Under 
the  pressure  of  the  moment,  and  amid  the 
clashing  of  weapons,  and  the  cries  of  a 
rebellious  guvd,  I  found  that  I  had  to  choose 
between   my    jife   and   death,  and   liiat  my 
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death  would  be  followed  by  that  of  the 
queen  :  I  was  compelled  to  abdicate  the 
throne  ;  but  to-dny  peace  is  restored,  and  full 
of  confidence  in  the  generosity  and  genius  of 
of  the  great  man,  who  has  at  all  limes  de- 
clared himself  my  friend,  1  have  taken 
my  resolution  to  resign  myself  into  his 
hands,  and  await  what  he  shall  resolve  on 
my  late,  that  of  the  queen,  and  of  the 
Prince  de  h  Paz. — I  address  myself  to  your 
majesty,  and  protest  against  the  events  which 
took  place  at  Ariinjuez,  and  against  my 
dethronement.  I  rely  with  confidence,  and 
altogether  upon  the  cordiality  and  triendship 
of  your  majesty,  praying  that  God  may  have 
you  m  his  iiolv  keeping." 

No.  II,  Protest  of  the  Ki^ig. 
I  protest  and  declare,  that  my  decree  of 
the  IQih  of  March,  in  which  I  renounce  my 
crown  in  favour  of  my  .son,  is  a  deed  to 
u-hich  I  was  compelled,  in  order  to  prevent 
greater  calamities,  and  spare  the  blood  of 
my  beloved  subjects.  It  is  therefore  to  bo 
considered   as  of    no   authority. — (Signed^ 

• "  I,  THE  King." 

Suord   of  Francis  I.   delivered   up    to   Na- 
poleon iy     the  young    King  Ferdinand. 
Madrid,  5th  April,    1808. 
Ilis  imperial  highness  the  grand  duke  of 
Berg,  having  intimated  to  his  excellency  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos,  first  secretary  of  state,  that 
his    imperial  majesty    the   emperor    of  the 
French  and  king  of  Italy,  would  be  pleased 
in   the    possession  of  the  sword  that  Francis 
I.  king  of  France,  surrendered  in  th®  famous 
battle  of  Pavia,  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor 
Charles  V.  in  Spain,  which   was  kept  with 
due  estimation   in  the  royal  armoury,  since 
the    year    1525,  desiring  that  it    might  be 
thus    represented    to  our    lord   the    king. 
His   maj.   being    informed     of    this,     and 
desirous  of  availing  himself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity   to   testify    to    his  intimate  ally    the 
emperor  of  the  French,  hi.s  high  regard  for 
his  august  person,   and    the   administration, 
his      unheard-of     deotis   inspire  him  with, 
immediately  ordered     the   af irc-mentioned 
sword    to   be   remitted    to    his  imperial  ^\\(.\ 
royal  maj.  and  thought  that  the  most  worthy 
and  respectable  channel  would  be  his  serene 
highness    the  grand     duke  of     Berg,    \v\w 
was  l)rought  up  by  his  side,  and  in  the  same 
school,     and     rendered     illustrious   by    his 
prowess    and  military    taleiUs,    and     more 
deserving  than  any  body  to  be  charged  with 
so  precious  a  deposit,  and  to  transmit  it  i:ilo 
the    hands    of    his    imperial  maj(!'siy.       In 
consequence    therenf,     ami    of    the     royal 
order   which  was  given  to  his  excellency  the 
nurouis    of   A>-lorga,  groom-major    to   his 
majesty,  the  conveyance  cf  the  swoid  to  the 


lodgings    of    his    imperial     highness     was 
arranged  with    great   pon}p  and  ceremony. 
Mandate,   isiutU  ly   order  of  the  new  King 
upon    his  leafing  Madrid  to  go  to   meet 
Nnf>oL-nn.      %thJpril,    I  SOS. 
The    king  our   sovereign     has  received 
certain    intelligence,  that  his  faithful    friend 
and  mighiv  ally  the  emperor  of  the  French 
and  kingoi  Italy  isalready  arrived  at  liayonne, 
with  the  joyful  salutary  purpose  of  passing 
through  hiskiugdom,  to  the  great  satisfaction 
of  the  king,  and  to  the  notor.ous  profit  and 
advantage  of  his  beloved  subjects.     Since  it 
is     becoming   the    close    Irit^ndship    whicii 
happily  i)rcvails  between   both  crowns,  and 
the  great  cliaracier  of  his  imperial  and  royal 
majesty,  tliat  his  majesty  should  go  and  meet 
him,  and  give  the   most  sincere,  sure,  and 
firm  proo-fs  of  his  sentiments  and  resolution, 
in  order  to  preserve  and  renew  the  good  har- 
inony,  confidenl;a!  iViend-hip,  and  salutary 
alliance  which  hashiiherto  happily  subsisted 
and   ought   to  subsist  between  the  two  mo- 
narchs,  his    majesty  has  resolved,  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  to  undertake  the  journey 
in  order  to  fulfil  his  piupose.     Since  his  ab- 
sence can  last   but  a  few  days,  his  majesty 
expects,  from     he  love  and   fidelity  of  his 
dear  subjects,  and  especially  those  who  be- 
long to   the  couit,  and  who   have  hitherto 
conducied  themseivos  in  a  laudable  manner, 
that  they  will  continue   to  remain  tranquil : 
and  while  his  majesty  confidently  relies  upon 
the  known   vigilance  and   integrity  of    his 
ministers  and    courts,  to  whom  he  has  for 
that  put  pose  given  especial  directions  ;while 
his   majesty  especially   places  his  confidence 
in  the  high  council  of  the  government,  un- 
der  the    presidency  of  his   serene   highness 
the  ir.fant  Dun  Anionio,  and  which  has  re- 
tained its    power  and  authority  ;  while  his 
niiijesty  hopes,   what  is  indeed  practicable, 
that    the    goiid    harmony     which    subsists 
between  the  troops  of  the  king,  and   those 
of  his    iinptiNal   and  royal   inajesly    will  be 
rcspecteil,  ar;d   those  troops  punctually  sup- 
plied with  every  thing  that  may  be  necessary 
for  their  maintenance  till  the  time  when  the 
object  in   view  siiali    be  obtained,     to    the 
great  prospi  rity  and  fe  icity  of  both  nations, 
his  majesty  declares  his  assurance,  that    he 
enten.'.ins  not  the  least  fear  ihat  the   happy 
tranqiiillity,  tiic  good  harmony,  and  the  ad- 
vantageous alliance  which  now  subsists,  will 
be   destroyed   or   interrupted  ;   but,  on    the 
contrary,  he  sees  with  great  satisfaclion  that 
tlicse  advantages  are  every  day  fixed  upon  a 
surer  basis. — This  I  impart   to  your  excel- 
lency, that  it  may  be  immediately  communi- 
cated to  the   extraordinary   council,  laid    lo 
heart,    and  publicly  announced,    and  that 
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all  necessary  measures  may  be  taken  for  its 
punctual  e::c;cution. —  May  God  preserve 
your  escellenty  many  years. — ^'eeastian 
PiNNUKLA,  Prcisident  of  (he  Council. 
Dccret:  to  ail  the  Counsellors  ofSiule. — Same 
Date. 
Efing  informed  that  rhe  emperor  of  the 
French  at-d  king  of  Italy  is  on  the  point 
of  arriving  in  this  our  city  and  couitot  Ma- 
drid, I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  go  and 
meet  his  imperial  majesty,  in  order  to  give  a 
convincing  proof  of  my  reverence  for  his 
serene  person,  and  of  the  strong  desire 
which  animates  me  to  bind  stillcloser  liie  ties 
of  friendship  and  alliance  which  happily  sub- 
sist bet\A,'een  this  monarchy  and  the  French 
empire,  to  (he  mutual  advantage  of  both 
nations.  Accordingly  I  shall  depart  from 
hence  on  the  TOth,  and  repair  to  Burgos  ; 
and  as  my  absence  will  coRtinue  but  a  short 
time,  I  have,  considering  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, decreed  and  authorised,  and  1 
do  hereby  by  this  authorise  my  beloved  un- 
cle the  infant  Don  Antonio,  in  whom  I  have 
placed  my  contidence,  as  well  on  account  of 
the  ties  of  blood  which  bind  him  to  my  per- 
son, as  on  account  of  the  distinguished 
qualities  with  which  he  is  endowed,  that  he 
have  full  power  to  transact  and  dispatch  all 
pressing  and  necessary  business  which  may 
occur,  with  the  advice  of  my  S'..'cretary  of  state 
and  o( the  de^pev lies,  which  shall  be  comm.uui- 
cated  to  my  council,  m  order  that  it  be  car- 
ried duly  into  execution. 

Letter  from  Napoleon   to    the  new  King   of 
Spain,  dated  Baijonne,  \6lh  April,  180H. 
My  brother ; — T  have  received  the  letter 
of  your  royal  highness.    In  t!ie  papers  which 
you  have  received  from  the  king,  your  high- 
ness's  father,  you  must  have  found  a  proof 
of  the  interest   which  I  have  always  felt  for 
you.     You  will    permit  me  under  the   pre- 
sent circunvtances,  to  speak  to   you   with 
truth   and  frankness.     I  wish.ed  by  my  jour- 
ney to  iMadrid,  to   draw  over  my  illustrious 
friend  to   some  necessary  amelioration  of  his 
states,  and  also  to  give  a  certain  satisfaction 
to  the  public  feelings.     The  remov-al  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace  appeared  to  me  to  be  neces- 
sary for    the   prosperity  of  his  majesty   and 
that  of  his  subjects.     The  affairs  of  the'north 
had  retarded  my  jixirney.     The  events  at 
.  Aranjuez  took  place.     I  pass  no  decision  on 
what  had    previouslv   fallen   out,  nor  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  Prince   of  Peace  ;  but  I 
know  well  that  it  is  dangerous  for  kingstoac- 
custom  their  people  to  shed  blood  or  to  seek 
to  redress  themselves,     1  pray  God  that  your 
royal  highness  may  never  feel  this  by  your 
own   experience.     It   is  not   the    interest  of 
Spain  to  injure  a  prince  who  l;as  married  a 
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princess  of  the   blood  royal,  and  who  for  a 
long  time  directed  the  affrirs  of  the  kingdom. 
He  no  longer    has   any  friends  ;  your   royal 
iiigbness  will  possess  them  no  longer   than 
while  you    shall  be   forlunato.     The  peopla 
willingly   revenge    themstlves   for   that   ho- 
m-fge  which    they  pay  us.      How   can    the 
jirocess  be   drawn   up  against  the  Prince  of 
Peace, without  involving  in  it  the  queen,  and 
the  kir.g  your   father?  This    process  would 
give  nourishment  to  haired  and  factious  pas- 
sions,  the  issue    of  which  v.ould  be  fatal  to 
your  crown.     Your  royal    highness  has   no 
other  right  thereto  than  that  which  you  de- 
rive from  your  mother.     If  this  process  de- 
grade her,  your  royal  highness  destroys  your 
own  righ:.     He  who  has  lent  an  ear  to  weak 
and  disloyal   counsels  has  no  right  to   pass 
sentence  on  the  Prince  of  Peace,     Flis  mis- 
deeds, if  he  can  be  reproached  with   them, 
go  to   d.-'stroy   tlie  rights   of  the  crown. — I 
ha\e   frequently  expressed  a  desire,  that  the 
Prince  of  Peace  should  be  removed  from  af- 
fairs ,•   the  friendship  of  king  Charles  has  of- 
ten induced  me  to  remain  silent,' and  to  turn, 
away  my  eyes  from  the  weakness  of  his  con- 
duct.     Unhappy   mortals     that   we   were  t 
Weakness  and  error,  these  are   our  moltos  I 
Rut  all  may  be  arranged ;   namely,  that  the 
Prince   of  Peace  should  be   banished  from 
Spain,  and  I  should  invite  him  to  a  place  of 
retirement  in  Fiance.     As  to  the   abdication 
of  king  Charles  IV,  that   has  taken  place  at 
a  moment  when   my  troops  were  traversing 
Spain  ;   and  in  the  eyes   of  Europe,  and   of 
posterity,  I  should  seem  to  have  sent  so  many 
troops  solely  for  the  purpose  of  pushing  from 
his  throne  my  ally  and  friend,     Asa  neigh- 
bour sovereign,   it  is  fit  1  should  know  this 
abdication,  before  I   iicknowledge  it.     I  say 
it  to  your  roy;'l  highness,  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  to  the  whole  world,  if  the  abdica.ion  of 
king  Charles  has   proceeded   from  his  own 
will,  if  he  was  not  driven    to  it  by  the  in- 
surrection and  uproar  at  Aranjuez,     I  make 
no  scruple  to  accede  to  it,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge your  royal  highness  as  king  of  Spain. 
The  circumspection,   which  I  have  observed 
for  this   month   past,  must    be  asecr.iityto 
you  for  the  support  which   ycu  shall  find  in 
me,  should   ever   party  dift'eiences  disturb 
you,  in  yowr  turn,  upon  the  throne. — When 
king  Charles  made  me  acqu.:inted  with  the 
events  of  last  October,  I  was  much  affected 
by  them  ;  and  I    think  that  by   my   efforts 
the  ailair  of  the  Escurial   received  a  happy 
issue.     Your  royal  highness  was    nmch   to 
blame  ;   I  have  no  need  of  any  other  proof  of 
this,  than  the  letter  which  you  wrote  tome, 
and  which  I  shall   aUvays  desire  to  consider 
ai  not  having  come  to  me.  Your  royal  high- 
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iiess  must  disfriLst  all  popular  commotions  and 
insurrections.  A  few  of  my  soldiers  may 
be  murdered,  but  the  subjugation  of  Spain 
shall  be  the  consequence  of  it.  I  see 
with  pain  tliat  some  persons  at  Madrid  have 
disseminated  certain  letters  of  the  captain- 
general  of  C^italonia,  and  have  done  every 
thing  to  excite  disturbances  among  the  peo- 
ple. Your  royal  highness  perfectly  compre- 
hends my  meaning.  You  perceive  tlint  I 
have  touched  slightly  upon  man}'  points, 
■which  it  would  not  be  proper  to  enlarge 
Tipon. — You  maybe  assured  that  1  will  con- 
duct myself  in  every  thing  towards  you,  in 
the  same  way  as  to  your  royal  father.  You 
may  rely  upon  mv  desire  to  arrange  every 
thing,  and  of  linding  an  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing you  proof  of  my  [)crfcct  regard  and  es- 
teem. 

Letterfrom  the  old  Kifis^  ofSfiain  to  Ids  Son. 
Dated  Bayoinie,   'Id  May,    180S. 

INIy  Son  j — The  failhlesscounsels  of  the 
men  who  surround  you  have  brought  Spain 
into  a  most  distressing  situation.  U'he  coun- 
try cannot  now  be  saved  but  by  the  emperor. 
—  Since  the  peace  of  Basic,  I  have  been  al- 
ways convinced,  that  it  was  the  first  interest  of 
nis'  people  to  preserve  a  good  understanding 
v.ith  France,  and  I  have  considered  no  sacri- 
fice too  great  to  attain  that  object.  J\ven 
when  France  was  the  prey  of  temporarv 
governments,  I  determined  to  repress  my 
own  inclinations,  and  be  guided  onlv  by  a 
regard  to  sound  policy  and  the  welfare  of 
my  subjects.  But  when  the  French  em- 
peror had  restored  order  in  I'Vanc?,  then  my 
apprehension  was  in  a  great  degree  removed, 
so  that  I  had  then  new  reasons  for  remaining 
faithtu)  to  my  system  of  alliance. — When 
England  declared  war  against  France,  I  had 
tlic  good  fortune  to  remain  neutral,  and 
thereby  aflbrd  to  my  people  the  advantages 
<»f  peace.  England,  however,  soon  after 
captured  four  of  my  frigates,  and  made  war 
upon  me  before  war  was  declared.  Thus 
was  I  compelled  to  repel  force  by  force,  and 
the  evils  of  wap^were  extended  to  my  sub- 
jects.— Spain  being  surrounded  by  coasts, 
and  being  indcbtvxl  for  her  greatest  prospe- 
rity to  her  trans-marin«  possessions,  suffered 
more  than  any  other  country  by  the  war. 
*i'he  interruption  of  trade,  and  all  the  evils 
Connected  wilh  that  state  of  affairs  were  ex- 
perienced by  mysubjects,somcof  whom  were 
uncandiden(m:^lito  throwall  the  blame  on  me 
and  my  ministers.  I  had,  however,  at  lea^t, 
the  consolation  that  the  country  was  .safe,  and 
had  no  reason  to  be  alarmed  for  the  preserva- 
lion  of  c.-iy  provinces.  At  the  same  time, 
T  was  the  only  king  of  Europe  who  lived  in 
tliis  sccuntV;  atwidst  the  convvdsions  of  these 


latter  times;  and  1  should  still  have  enjoyed 
tranquillity,  had  it  not  been  for  the  advice 
which  has  turned  you  aside  from  tke  path  of 
duty.     You    have   been   too  easily  led  away 
by  the  hatred  which  your  fir-.t  wite  cherished 
against  France,  and  you  have  participated  in 
her  obstinate  dislike  to  my  ministers  your 
mother,   and    myself — I   resorted    to    the 
rights  of  a  father  and  a  king,   and  arrested 
you,  when  I  found  among  your  pajjers  proofs 
of  your  guilt.     But  at  the  end  of  my  career, 
alx)ut  to  become    he  prey  of  grief,  I  felt  for 
the  tears  of  your  mother,  and  forgave  you. — 
Meanwhile,   my    subjects  were  agitated  by 
the  false  representations  of  a  faction,  at  the 
head  of  which  you  placed  yourself.     From 
that  moment  the  peace  of  my  life  was  gone, 
and  to  the  evils  which  had  befallen  my  peo- 
ple,  I  had  still   to  add,  that  distress  which 
the  disunion  of  my  family  had   occasioned. 
Even  my   ministers  were  slandered    to    the 
emperor  of  the  French,  who,   thinking  he 
perceived  that  Spain  wished  to  depart  from 
her  alliance,  and   sceiwg  the   disposition   to 
disorder  even  in  my  family,  occupied,  under 
various  pretexts,  my  states  with  his  troops : 
but   so  long  as  they  ren)ained  on  the  right 
side  of  the  El)ro,   and  appeared  destined  to 
maintain  a  communication  with  Portugal,   I 
still    hoped    that  he  would   return  to  those 
feelings  of  res[»ect  and  friendship  wkich  he 
had  always  testified  towards  me.     When    I 
learned  that  his  troops  advanced  towards  my 
capital,  I  felt  it   necessary   to  assemble  my 
army  around  me,    in  order  to  exhibit  myself 
to  ray    illustrious   ally    in  that  state  which 
became  the  king  of  Spain-     I'hus  1  expect- 
ed his   doubts   would  be  removed,  and  my 
own  interests  adjusted.    I  lecalled  my  troops 
from  Portugal,  and  ordered  tlii;.>e  in  Madrid 
to  evacuate  that  ca])ital,  and  directed  them 
to  assemble  on  several  points  of  the  monar- 
chy.    This  was  not  done  for  the  purpose  of 
abandoning  my  subjects,    but,   on  the  con- 
trary,  in  order  to  maintain  more  worthily 
the  glory    of  the  crown.     My  long  expe- 
rience convinced  me  that  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  consistently  with  his  own  interests, 
and    the   extended   political    system    of  the 
continent,  could    entertain  no  wish  prejudi- 
cial to  my  house.     But  in   the   meantime 
what   was  yoiu"  conduct  ?   You    threw    my 
whole  palace  into  confusion.     You  insliga-- 
ted  my  guards  to  turn    against   me.     Your 
father  was  your  prisoner.     My  prime  minis- 
ter, whom  I   had  reared  and  adfjpted  into 
my  family,   v,-as  dragged  bleeding  from  dun- 
geon to  dungeon.     You  have  disgraced  my 
grey  hairs  ;  you  have  bereft  them  of  a  crown 
worn  with  lustre  by  my  ancestors,  and  which 
I   havff  preserved  without  a  stain;  you  have 
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ascended  my  throne,  and  have  put  yourself 
into  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Madrid,  who 
are  instigated  by  the  numbers  of  your  party, 
and  of  ihe  foreign  troops  that  have  entered 
the  city. — The  conspiracy  at  the  Escurial 
was  accomplished,  and  the  acts  of  my  go- 
vernment were  consigned  to  publicconteinpt. 
Old,  and  loaded  with  infirmities,  I  could 
not  withstand  this  new  misfortune,  and  tied 
to  the  French  emperor,  no  longer  as  a  king 
at  the  he. id  of  Ins  troops,  and  surrounded 
with  the  lustre  of  the  throne,  bat  as  an 
unfortunate  and  abandoned  prince.  I  have 
found  a  place  of  refuge  and  protection  in  the 
midst  of  his  army.  I  am  indebted  to  him 
for  my  life,  for  the  life  of  tny  queen  and 
for  that  of  my  prime  minister,  1  have  fol- 
lowed you  to'Bayonne.  You  have  brought 
atfairs  to  such  a  atate,  that  henceforth  every 
thing  must  depend  upon  the  arrangement 
and  protection  of  this  great  prince.  To  have 
recourse  to  insurrections  of  the  people,  to 
plant  the  standard  of  faction,  would  be  the 
ruin  of  Spain,  and  would  reduce  yourself, 
niy  kingdom,  my  subjects,  and  my  tamily, 
to  the  greatest  wretchedness.  I  have  opened 
my  whole  heart  to  the  eniperor.  He  is 
acquainted  with  all  the  insults  I  have  re- 
ceived, and  the  usurpation  imposed  upon 
me.  He  has  declared  to  me  that  he  will 
never  acknowledge  you  as  king,  and  that 
the  enemy  of  his  father  can  excite  no  con- 
fidence in  the  breast  of  a  stranger.  He  ha^s 
besides  shewn  me  letters  which  contain 
proofs  af  your  aversion  from  France. — Under 
these  circumstances  it  is  evidently  my  right, 
and  still  more  evidently  my  duty,  to  spare 
the  blood  of  my  subjects,  and  not  at  the 
end  of  my  days  to  adopt  a  course  which 
would  expose  Spain  to  fire  and  sv/ord,  and 
reduce  the  country  to  the  mo>t  wretched 
condition.  Assuredly  you  ought,  faithful  to 
your  duty,  and  to  the  feelings  of  nature,  to 
have  rejected  the  traitorous  counsels  given 
you.  Had  you  constantly  appeared  by  my 
side,  ready  for  my  defence,  and  had  waited 
till  the  usual  course  of  nature  had  raised  you 
to  the  throne,  then  the  political  interests  of 
Spain  might  have  been  brought  to  coincide 
with  the  mterest  of  all.  For  these  six  months 
circumstances  have  been  very  critical  5  but 
such  as  they  were,  I  should  not  have  feared 
to  meet  them  supported  by  the  good  conduct 
of  my  subjects,  and  even  my  own  feeble 
efforts,  but,  above  all,  with  the  moral  power 
which  I  should  have  possessed  in  proposing 
to  my  ally  an  arrangement  calculated  to  re- 
concile the  interests  of  my  subjects  and  my 
family.  In  depriving  me  of  my  crown,  you 
have  broken  your  own  in  pieces  ;  you  have 
Jiaye  stripped  it  of  all  that  was  illustrious,  of 
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all  that  rendered  it  sacred  in  the  ej'cs  of 
men. — But  your  conduct  towards  me,  and 
your  intercepted  letters  have  erected  a  brazen 
wall  between  you  and  the  throne  of  Spain. 
I  am  a  king  in  the  right  of  my  ancestors. 
My  abdication  was  a  consequence  of  com- 
pulsion. I  have,  therefore,  nothing  to  re- 
ceive from  you.  I  can  consent  to  no  meet- 
ing— I  will  consent  to  nothing  that  may 
occasion  a  civil  war  or  insurrections.  Every 
thing  ought  to  be  done  for  the  people,  but 
notliing  by  them  ;  and  to  forget  this  principle 
is  to  make  our.selves  guilty  of  all  the  conse- 
quences which  its  neglect  occasions.  I  have, 
through  my  whole  lite,  sacrificed  myself  for 
my  people,  and,  at  the  years  at  which  I  am 
arrived,  1  shall  never  do  any  act  repugnant  to 
their  religion,  their  tranquillity,  and  their 
jirosperity.  Bat  all  my  iiacrifices  will  be. 
forgotten  whenever  I  am  informed  that  the 
religion  of  Spain,  the  inviolability  of  my 
provinces,  and  their  prwileges  and  indepen- 
dence are  secured  ;  I  shall  then  lie  down  in 
my  grave,  forgiving  you  all  the  sorrow 
which  in  my  latter  years  you  have  occasioned 

me. Chakles. 

Prodamalkm  of  ike  old  King  to  the  Spa- 
niards. Dated  at  Bayonne,  4th  Aim/ ,  1808. 
Spaniards ;  My  beloved  subjects ;  perfidi- 
ous men  seek  to  mislead  you.  They  would 
put  arms  into  your  hands  against  the  French 
troops;  tiiey  seek  alike  to  arm  you  against 
the  French,  and  the  French  against  you. 
The  sacking  of  all  Spain,  calamities  of  every 
kind,  virould  be  the  result.  The  spirit  of 
faction,  the  sad  effects  of  which  I  have  alrea- 
dy felt,  is  still  in  motion  In  the  midst  of 
these  iinportnnt  and  critical  circumstances,  I 
am  occupied  in  concerting  with  n^y  ally,  the 
emperor  of  the  French,  all  that  concerns 
your  welfare.  Beware  of  listening  to  the 
enemies  of  it.  All  those  who  speak  to  you 
against  France,  thirst  for  your  blood  :  they 
are  either  the  enemies  of  your  nation,  or 
agents  of  England,  who  are  busily  availing 
themselves  of  circumstances,  and  w^hose  in- 
trigues would  involve  the  loss  of  your  colo- 
nies, the  separation  of  your  provinces,  or  a 
series  of  years  of  trouble  and  calamity  for 
your  country. — Spaniards  !  trust  to  my  expe- 
rience, and  obey  that  authority  which  I 
hold  from  God  and  my  fathers  j  follow  my 
example,  and  think  that  in  the  position  in 
which  you  stand,  there  is  no  prosperity  and 
safety  for  Spaniards,  but  in  the  friendship  of 
the  great  emperor,  our  ally. — Giveii  at  Bay- 
onne,  from  the  imperial  palace,  stiled  palace 
of  the  government.  May  4,  1S08. — I  the 
King. 

Declaration  of  Aldication  of  the  old  Kin^, 
Dat?d,  at  Bayonne,  4th  May,  1803. 
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In  the  present  extraordinary  circum- 
stances, we  have  resolved  to  give  new  ptoofof 
our  affection  to\vari<s  our  beloved  subjects, 
whose  happiness,  during  the  whole  course 
of  our  reign,  has  b^cn  the  constant  object 
of  our  solicitude.  We  have  therefore  abdi- 
cated all  our  claims  upon  the  Spanish  king- 
doms in  favour  of  our  friend  and  ally,  the 
emperor  of  the  French,  by  a  treaty  which 
has  been  signed  and  ratihed,  and  which 
stipulates  for  the  integrity  and  independence 
of  the  Spanish  kingdoms,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  holy  religion,  not  only  as  predo- 
minant, but  as  the  sole  and  exclusive  religion 
of  Spain. — We  have  therefore  thought  pro- 
per to  send  you  this  letter,  that  you  should 
conform  yourselves  thereto,  publish  its  con- 
tents, and  make  every  exertion  in  support  of 
the  emperor  Napoleon.  Display  the  utmost 
frankness  and  friend-Jiip  towards  the  French; 
and,  above  rdl,  direct  all  your  care  to  pre- 
serve the  country  from  insurrections  and  tu- 
mults.— In  the  new  condition  upon  which 
■we  are  entering,  we  shall  frequently  turn 
our  eyes  towards  you,  and  happy  shall  we  be 
to  know  that  you  enjoy  peace  and  content- 
ment.— Given  at  the  imperial  palace,  the  4th 
of  May,  180S. — I  the  King. 
Declaration  of  Abdication  of  the  new  King, 

(now  become   a  Prince  againj  and  of  his 

Brothers.     Dated,    at    Bourdcaux,    I2lh 

May,   1808. 

Don  Ferdinand,  prince  of  Asturias,  and 
the  infants  Don  Carlos  and  Don  Antonio, 
deeply  sensible  of  the  attachment  and  fidelity 
displayed  towards  them  by  all  the  Spaniards, 
with  the  utmost  grief  behold  them  on  the 
point  of  being  plunged  into  anarchy,  and 
threatened  with  all  the  dreadful  calamities 
consequent  thereupon  ;  and  being  aware  that 
these  might,  in  a  great  measure,  proceed 
from  the  state  of  ignorance  in  which  they 
now  are,  both  as  to  the  principles  of  the 
conduct  hitherto  pursued  by  their  high- 
nesses, and  the  plans  already  formed  for  the 
benefit  oftheir  country,  their  highnesses  find 
themselves  under  the  necessity  of  making  an 
effort  to  open  their  eyes,  by  that  salutary 
counsel  which  they  require,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  obstrudion  to  the  execution  of 
those  plans ;  and  thus  to  give  them  the  dear- 
est proof  of  the  affection  which  they  cherish 
for  them. — Tht'ir  highnesses  cannot,  there- 
fore, abstain  from  informing  them,  that  the 
circumstances  under  which  thei>riucc,  upon 
the  abdication  of  the  king,  assumed  the  reins 
of  government ;  the  occupation  of  several 
provinces  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  all  the 
frontier  fortresses,  by  a  numcnuis  body  of 
Frencii  troops  ;  the  actual  presence  of  more 
than  (X),0COof  that  nation  in  the  ciipilal  and 
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the  environs;  in  short,  the  knowlcc^ge  of 
many  other  circumstances  known  only  to 
themselves,  convinced  them  that,  surround- 
ed by  dilHculties,  tliyy  had  only  chosen, 
among  various  expedients,  ihat  which  was 
likely  to  produce  the  least  evil ;  and  that,  as 
such,  they  resolved  upon  a  journey  to  Ray- 
onne. — On  the  arrival  of  their  royal  high- 
nesses at  Bayonne,  tlie  piincc,  tiieii  king, 
was  unexpectedly  apprized  that  his  father 
had  protested  against  this  act  of  abmcation, 
declaring  thiit  it  was  not  voluntary.  The 
prince,  who  accepted  the  crown  only  under 
the  im|-,;css;on  that  the  abdication  was  volun- 
tary, was  no  sooner  informed  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  protect,  than  his  sense  of  his 
filial  duty  instantly  determined  him  to  give 
back  the  throne.  But  a  short  time  after, 
the  king  his  father  abdicated  it  in  his  own 
name,  and  that  of  his  whole  race,  in  favour 
of  the  emperor  of  the  French,  in  order  that 
the  emperor,  consulting  the  good  of  the  na- 
tion, should  determine  the  person  and  race 
which  should  hereafter  occupy  it. — Their 
royal  highnesses,  in  this  state  of  things, 
considering  the  situation  in  which  themselves 
stand,  and  the  difHcult  circumstances  in 
which  Spain  is  placed — considering  that, 
under  these  circumstances,  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Spain  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  rights,  would  be  not 
only  useless  but  ruinous,  and  could  tend  only 
to  make  streams  of  blood  flow,  and  to  render 
certain  the  loss  of  at  least  a  great  part  of  her 
provinces,  and  that  of  her  transmarine  colo- 
nies : — Being  fiu'ther  convinced,  that  the 
most  effectual  means  of  preventing  these 
evils,  is  that  their  royal  highnesses,  for  them- 
selves, and  all  connected  with  them,  should 
assent  to  the  renunciation  oftheir  rights  to 
the  throne, — a  renunciation  already  execu- 
ted by  the  king,  their  father;  taking  alio  into 
consideration,  that  his  majesty  the  emperor 
of  the  French  engages,  in  this  case,  to  main- 
tain complete  the  independence  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  Spanijh  monarcby,  and  its 
transmarine  colonies,  without  retaining  the 
smallest  of  its  dominions  for  himself,  or 
separating  any  part  from  the  whole  ;  that 
his  in^porial  majesty  engages  to  maintain  the 
unity  of  the  catholic  religion,  the  security  of 
property,  and  the  continuance  of  the  existing 
laws  and  usages  which  have  for  so  long  a 
period  of  time,  and  in  so  indisputable  a  man- 
ner, preserved  the  power  and  honour  of  the 
Spanish  nation ;  their  highnesses  conceive 
that  they  afford  the  most  uncloubicd  proof  of 
their  generosity,  and  their  affection  towards 
it,  and  their  eagerness  to  return  the  ardent 
attachment  which  it  bears  towards  them,  by 
sacrificing,    to  the  utmost  extent  of   their 
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power,  their  individnal  and  personal  interests 
for  the  benefit  of  that  nation,  and  by  this 
present  instrument  to  assent,  as  they  already 
have  assented  in  a  particular  treaty,  to  the 
renunciation  of  all  their  rights  to  the  throne. 
They  accordingly  release  the  Spaniards  from 
all  their  duties  in  this  respect,  and  exhort 
them  to  consult  the  general  interests  of  their 
country,  by  conducting  themselves  in  a 
peaceable  manner,  and  by  looking  for  their 
happiness  to  the  wise  arrangetnents  of  the 
emperor  Napoleon.  The  Spaniards  may 
assure  themselves  that  by  their  zeal  to  con- 
form their  conduct  to  those  arrangements, 
they  will  give  their  prince  and  the  tvi'o  in- 
fants the  strongest  proof  of  their  loyalty ;  in 
like  manner  as  their  royal  highnesses  give 
them  the  greatest  example  of  their  paternal 
aifeclion,  by  renouncing  all  their  rights,  and 
sacrificing  their  own  interests  for  the  happi- 
ness of  the  Spaniards,  the  sole  object  of  their 
wishes. — 1  THE  Pkince. — Caklos. — An- 
tonio. 

Addr-ess  of  the  Supreme  Jimta  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  Napoleon.  Dated  Madrid, 
\3th  Mcy,   1808. 

Those  who  at  critical  and  difficult  periods 
are  placed  nearest  the  government,  and  who 
have  at  all  times  sliewn  themselves  to  be 
good  and  faithful  subjects,  can  and  ought  to 
avow  their  sentiments  when  the  welfare  of 
their  country  requires  it. — Convinced  that 
the  condiiion  of  Spain  and  all  its  concerns 
demand  the  closest  connection  with  that  po- 
litical system  of  the  empire  v.'hich  your  ma- 
jesty governs  with  so  much  glory,  we  consi- 
der that  the  greatest  proof  of  kiudness  to 
the  Spanish  nat'on,  which  our  sovereigns 
ever  gave^  is  their  having  fixed  their  last  de- 
termination -on  an  immoveable  basis,  and 
confirmed  by  a  long  series  of  political  events. 
— Oh  that  there  were  no  Pyrennees  !  This 
was  the  constant  wish  of  good  Spaniards ; 
because  there  could  be  no  Pyrennee.s,  when- 
ever the  wants  of  each  should  be  the  same, 
when  confi.^ence  should  be  returned  again, 
and  each  of  the  two  nations  have  received, 
in  the  same  degree,  the  respect  due  to  their 
independence  and  worth. — The  interval 
which  yet  separates  us  from  this  happy  mo- 
ment cannot  now  be  long.  Your  imperial 
majesty,  who  fores. es  every  thing,  and  ex- 
ecutes ihem  still  more  swiftly,  has  chosen 
for  the  provincial  government  of  Spain,  a 
prince  educa;ed  foi-  the  art  t  f  government 
in  the  great  school  (jf  your  majesty.  He 
I'.as  succeeded  in  stilling  the  boldest  storms 
by  the  moderation  and  wisdom  of  his  mea- 
sures, WIkU  have  we  not,  therefori?,  to 
hope  from  hi.?  tieeds,  now  that  al!  Spaniards 
unite  to  devote  to  him  that  admirsiion    to 
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whicli  he  has  so  many  claims,  and  assist  him 
in  tho.sc  labours  wliich  he  applies  in  our  ser- 
vice ? — The  Spanish  monarchy  shall  resum« 
the  rank  which  belongs  to  it  among  the  pow- 
ers of  Europe,  as  soon  as  it  is  united  by  a 
new  family  compact  to  its  natural  ally,  whose 
power  is  so  great.  Wiioever  the  prince  may 
be,  whom  your  majesty  destines  for  us, 
chcsen  from  your  illustrious  family,  he  will 
bring  that  security  we  so  much  need  j  but 
Spain  can  urge  a  plea  which  none  of  ths 
other  countries  connected  with  your  majes- 
ty can  dispute. — The  Spanish  throne  rises  to 
a  greater  height.  The  consequences  arising 
from  its  relations  to  France  are  of  an  impor- 
tance-commensurate with  the  extent  of  its 
possessions.  It  seems  therefore  that  tha 
throne  itself  calls  for  your  majesty's  eldest 
brother  to  govern  it.  On  the  other  side,  it 
is  a  happy  presage  that  this  arrangement, 
which  nature  has  confirmed,  so  well  corres- 
ponds with  the  sentiments  of  reverence  and 
adn)iration  with  which  the  actions  of  this 
Prince,  and  the  wisdom  of  his  government, 
had  inspired  us. — The  council  of  Castile, 
whose  wisdom  csmmanded  their  giving  all 
the  support  to  these  principles  which  stood 
in  their  power,  unites  with  the  wish  of  the 
supreme  junta.  May  God  grant  prosperity 
to  your  imperial  and  royal  majesty  ! 
Address  of  the  City  of  Madrid  to  3Iurat, 
dated  i5th  May,  1808. 

Monseigneur ; — The  city  of  Madrid  has 
been  informed,  that  its  illustrious  sovereigns 
have  resigned  the  crown  of  Spain  into  the 
hands  df  the  great  emperor,  and  that  the 
supreme  junta  of  the  government,  as  well 
as  the  council  of  Castile,  have  notified  to 
his  imperial  and  royal  majesty  their  wishes 
for  the  well-being  of  this  monarchy. j  since 
they  think  it  is  certain,  that  his  imperial  and 
royal  majesty  intends  to  place  the  s.'.id  crov.n 
upon  the  head  of  his  illustrious  brother,  Jo- 
seph Napoleon,  king  of  Naples. — '1  his  city, 
monseigneur,  distinguished  for  its  love  of, 
and  obedience  to  its  sovereign,  and  desirous 
of  the  happiness  of  the  people  whom  it  con- 
tains, cannot  omit  joining  its  homage  to  that 
of  the  supreme  junta  of  tlie  government, 
and  of  the  council,  and  to  request  your  high- 
ne.^s  wiU  have  the  c;oodness  to  notify  the 
same  to  his  imperial  and  roval  majesty,  if 
your  highness  thinks  proper, — The  city 
avails  itself  of  this  opportunity  to  assure  your 
highness  of  its  respect  and  submission. 
Napoleon' s  Proclamation  7naki?ti^  his  Brother 

Joseph    Ki'ig  of  Spain.     Dated,  at  Bat^' 

onne,  6th  June,   1808. 

Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of  God,  emperor 
of  the  French,  king  of  Italy,  protector  of 
the  confederacv  of  the  Khine,  to  all  iv.eu^ 
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to  whom  lliese  prc>3nts  shall  come,  sends 
greetins;  : — Tiie  junta  of  the  state,  the  coun- 
cil of  Castile,  the  city  of  Madrid,  kc.  &c, 
having  noliticd  tons  by  their  addrcs>;es,  that 
the  \vell-b3mR  of  Spain  requires  a  speedy 
stop  to  be  piU  to  the  provisional  government, 
we  have  resolved  to  proclaim,  and  we  do  by 
these  presents  prochiim,  our  well-beloved 
brother  Joseph  Napoleon,  the  present  king 
of  Naples  and  Sicily,  to  be  king  of  Spain 
and  India. —  Wc  guarantee  to  the  king  of 
Spain  the  independence  and  integrity  of  his 
states  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  Africa,  Asia, 
and  America ;  charging  the  lieutenant-ge- 
xieral  of  the  kingdom,  the  ministers,  and 
the  council  of  Castile  to  cause  this  procla- 
mation to  be  expedited,  and  publicly  an- 
nounced, according  ti)  the  usual  custom, 
that  none  may  plead  ignorance  liereof. — 
(iiven  at  ovir  imperial  palace  at  Bayounc,  the 
(jih  of  June,    ISOS. 

Arru-ai  oj  K'niir  Joseph  al  Baxjonne,  /(k 
JuiiL-,  ISOS. 
Mis  majesty  kingJosei)h  Napoleon  arrived 
on  the7tii  inst.  at  eight  o'clock,  at  Pau.  As 
soon  as  the  emperor  was  informed  of  it,  he 
repaired  from  the  castle  of  Marrac,  to  meet 
his  serene  brother.  His  majesty  met  the 
king  two  miles  from  Bayonne,  and  brought 
him  in  his  carriage  to  Marrac,  wijere  he 
passed  the  evening.  Her  majesty  the  ein- 
i'loss,  attended  by  her  ladies  in  waiting, 
met  the  king  on  the  steo:;  of  the  palace. 
Immediately  afterwards,  the  deputation  of 
the  grandees  of  Spain,  with  the  Duke  del 
Infantado  at  their  head,  had  the  honour  of 
being  presented  to  king  Joseph  Napoleon, 
by  his  eKcellency,  M.  Azanza,  minister  of 
iinance  for  the  kingdom  of  Spain.  The 
president  of  the  deputation  made  the  follow- 
ing speech  to  the  king  : — "  Sire — we  feel 
the  most  lively  joy  in  i)reiienting  ourselves 
before  your  majesty.  The  presence  of  your 
majesty  is  necessary  to  the  re-establishment 
of  our  coun.'ry.  The  grandees  of  Spain 
have  at  all  times  distinguished  themselves  by 
their  fidelity  towards  their  .sovereigns.  Your 
majesty  shall  meet  with  the  same  integrity 
and  the  same  lidelity  towards  your  person. 
May  your  majesty  be  pleased  to  accept  our 
homage  wiih  the  same  benignity  of  which 
you  have  given  so  many  tevStinionies  to  your 
subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples." — To 
this  his  majesty  answered  : — "  'I'hat  he 
should  devote  liimself  altogether  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Spain  :  that  all  his  endeavours 
should  l.'e  employed  Im  bring  order  into  the 
finances,  and  re-organize  the  naval  and  mili- 
tary force  ;  that  S|)ain  might  rely  upon  the 
preservation  of  her  rights  ;  that  he  would 
iul'j  only  by  virtue  of  the  laws ;  and  finally 
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that  tlie  grandees  of  Spain  migl.t  be  assured 
of  his  especial  protection." — Messieurs  Ur- 
quijo  and  Cevallos  were  then  admitted  to  an 
audience  with  his  majesty,    who  conferred 
with  them  a   considerable  time  concerning 
the  affairs  of  the  kingdom. — The  deputation 
of  th'^  council  of  Castile  was  afterwards  in- 
tioduced,  and  made  the    following  speech  : 
— "  Sire-— The  council  of  Castile,  the  lirst 
of  the  supreme  courts  of  justice  of  the  Spa- 
nish  nation,  having  at  their  head  Don  Ma- 
nuel de  I.ardizabel,  Don  Joseph  Colon,  the 
eldest  of  the  deputation,  has  the  honour  to 
offer  its  homage  to  vour  majesty,   and  to  tes- 
tify its  especial  joy  at  th.e  hapiw  and  wished 
for  accession  to    the  throne  of  Spain  of  the 
serene  brother  of  the  great  Napojeon,  whose 
fame  has  eclipsed    the  glory   of    antiquity. 
Your  majesty  has   merited  his  choice,  and 
your  serene  person  unites  the  sublime  quali- 
ties which   support  and  strengthen  thrones. 
— Your   majesty  constitutes  a   part  of  the 
family  destined  by   Providence  to  govern.   . 
The  fame  of  your  deeds  has  stretched  itself 
over  the  Pyrenees,   and  spread  over  all  Sjjain. 
— Noble  Spaniards  !  indulge  in    hope.     The 
Catholic  worship   shall    not  suffer  the  least    . 
wrong.     It  shall  retain  all   its    puiity,  aijd 
be  the  sole  religion  in   the  country.     The 
laws,  the  lawful  customs,  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice, the  clergy,  the  national  colleges  shall 
be  maintained  and  ameliorated  for  the  benefit 
of  the  church  and  state.     I'hc  various  orders 
of  the    kingdom,  the  necessary  supports  of 
every  true  monarchy,  shall  continue  in  the 
employment  of    their    prerogatives.      The 
poor  shall    be    relieved.     The    integrity  of 
Spain  and  the  property  of  every  one  shall  be 
inviolably  respected. — I'hese  are  the  services 
which    we  expect  from  the   known  benefi- 
cence of  vour  majesty.     Such  are  the  wishes 
which  the  council  of  Castile,  under  the  pre- 
sent  circumstances,  forms      Heaven   grant 
that  these  wishes  may  be  fulfilled,  and  that 
your  majesty  may  be  the  happiest  monarch 
in   the   whole    world  I  " — His    majesty    dis- 
coursed a   considerable  time  with  this  depu- 
tation, concerning  the  various  establishments 
of  the  kingdom.     Ila  remarked  a  great  re- 
semblance  between  the  laws  of  Spain,  and 
those  of  the   kingdom  of  Naples. — The  de- 
putations of  the  council  of  the   inquisition, 
of  the  Indies,  and  finances,   were  presented 
to  the  king  of  Spain. — His  Majesty  said  to 
the  deputies  of  the    inqui.sition,   that   "  he 
considered  the  wor.'ship  of  Gr-d  as  the  ba.sis  of 
all  morality,  and  of  general  prosperity  j  that 
other  countries   allowed'  of    different   forms 
of  religion,  but  that  he  considered  it  as  the 
felicity  of  Spain   that  she  had  but  one,  and 
that  the  true  one," — His  majcMy  answered 
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the  council  of  the  Indies,  that  "  he  should 
not  consider  America  as  a  colony,  but  as  an 
integral  part  of  Spain,  and  that  its  welfare 
would  be  as  dear  to  him  as  that  ot  his  Eu- 
ropean states." — His  majesty  answered  the 
council  of  finances,  that  "  he  well  knew  he 
had  much  to  eliect  in  this  branch  :  that  tlie 
pay  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  were  several 
months  inarrears,  but  that  he  hoped,  with  the 
help  of  his  faithful  Spaniards,  that  he  should 
be  able  to  i)rovide  a  remedy  for  the  evil." — 
Tiie  deputation  of  the  military  force  of  Spain 
with  the  Duke  del  Parque  at  its  head,  then 
addressed  the  king,  who  answered  that  he 
had  conlidence  in  tiie  fidelity  and  attachment 
of  the  Spanish  soldiery. — "  I  consider  it  (he 
added)  an  honour  to  be  the  first  soldier  of 
the  army,  and  were  it  necessary,  as  in  an- 
cient times  in  your  conflicts  with  the  Moors, 
you  should  see  me  at  your  head,  in  every 
danger,  advance  to  repel  the  unjust  attacks 
of  the  eternal  enemies  of  the  continent. 
You  may  assure  all  wiio  have  served  the 
state  under  my  predecessors,  that  they  shall 
enjoy  their  pay,  pensions,  titles,  and  emo- 
luments ,:  and  that  I  pledge  my  honour  lo 
reward  ancient  services,  as  if  they  had  been 
performed  under  my  own  government." — 
After  this  audience  his  majesty,  at  ten  in  the 
evening,  repaired  to  his  apartments,  and  sup- 
ped with  their  majesties  the  emperor  and 
empress. 
Address  of  tJie    De^tutaiion  of  Spaniards  ot 

Bayonne,  to  the   Spanish   Kaiion. — Dated. 

Bayonne,  6th  June,  1  SOS. 
Dear  SpTuiards,  beloved  countrvmcn. — 
Your  inhabitants,  your  cities,  your  power, 
and  your  property,  are  as  dear  to  us  as  our- 
selves ;  and  we  wish  to  keep  all  of  you  in 
our  eye,  that  we  may  be  able  to  establish 
your  security. — We,  as  well  as  yourselves, 
are  bound  in  allegiance  to  the  old  dynasty — 
to  her  to  whom  an  end  has  been  put  by 
that  God-like  Providence  which  rules  all 
thrones  and  sceptres,  We  have  seen  the 
greatest  states  fall  under  the  guidance  of 
this  rule,  and  our  land  alone  has  hitherto 
escaped  the  same  fate. — An  vmavoidable 
necessity  has  now  overtaken  our  country, 
and  brought  us  under  the  protection  of  the 
invincible  emperor  of  France. — We  know 
that  you  will  regard  cr.r  present  situation 
with  the  ucmost  consideration,  and  we  have 
accordingly,  in  this  conviction,  been 
uniformly  conciliating  the  fiiei.dship  to 
which  v.e  are  tied  by  so  many  obligations. 
Yv'ith  what  aduiiration  must  we  see  the 
benevolence  and  humanity  of  his  imperial 
and  royal  majesty  outstep-  our  wishes — 
qualities  which  are  even  more  to  be  admired 
thari     hi?    great   power  !     ITe    h.?3   desired 
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nothing  else,  than  that  we  should  be  indebt- 
ed to  him  for  our  welfare.  Whenever  he 
gives  us  a  sovereign  to  reign  over  us  in  the 
person  of  his  magnaminous  brother  Joseph, 
lie  will  consummate  our  prosj)erity. — As 
he  has  been  pleased  to  change  our  old 
system  of  laws,  it  becomes  us  to  obey, 
and  to  live  in  tranquility  :  As  he  has 
also  promised  to  re-organize  our  financial 
system,  we  may  hope  that  then  our 
naval  and  military  power  will  become 
terrible  to  our  enemies  ;  national  credit  will 
be  maintained  ;  the  chains  which  fetter  our 
commerce  will  be  broken  j  our  agricultural 
resources  will  receive  similar  improvement. 
Lastly,  knowing  your  attachment  to  your 
religion,  and  the  uprightness  of  your  cha- 
racter, no  change  will  be  made  in  your 
worsliip.  He  assures  you,  that  you,  as  yocr 
forefathers  have  done,  shall  enjoy  the  holy 
catholic  religion,  as  the  same  is  permitted 
in  all  the  kingdoms  under  his  dominion. — 
And  what  is  the  return  which  the  great 
emperor  of  the  French  requires  from  you, 
and  from  the  whole  nation,  for  such 
important  blessings  ? — that  you  remain 
peaceable;  that  you  watch  over  the  interests 
of  your  households  and  you:-  families  ;  that 
you  do  not  blindly  give  up  yourselves  to  tha': 
madness  which  is  inseparable  fi'om  rebellion 
and  insurrection,  that  you  receive  the  im- 
provement of  your  lot  with  beccming  con- 
fidence, whereby-  you  will  experience  the 
government  of  a  v/ortny  monarch,  who 
will  watch  over  you  like  a  father,  and  whose 
happiness  is  inseparable  from  yours,  and  of 
which  his  subjects  will  reap  the  benefit. — 
Spaniards,  think  upon  yourselves,  your 
families,  and  your  children  !  What  can 
you  expect  from  rebellion  and  anarchy  ? 
Think  on  the  benefits  you  enjoy,  and  are 
likely  to  enjoy — a  continuance  of  the  bless- 
ings enjoyed  by  your  forefathers,  with  the 
redress  of  every  thing  of  which  they  had 
cause  to  complain  ! —Honest  agriculturists, 
who  know  the  sweets  of  domestic  comforts  : 
— industrious  mechanics,  who  fill  the  cities, 
you  know^  what  is  dear  to  your  hearts — 
merchants  and  manufacturers  who  owe  your 
existence  to  your  industry  and  diligence — 
citizens  of  all  classes  who  owe  so  much  to 
the  protection  of  the  laws — let  all  keep  in 
view  in  what  misery  you  will  be  involved 
if  you  sullcr  yourselves  to  be  misled  by  those 
v.Iio  wish  to  profit  by  your  animosities  !  — 
One  f.dse  step  will  deprive  you  cf  rdl  ! 
What  can  you  hope  to  receive  in  return  for 
so  great  a  hazard  ?  Can  any  thing  induce 
yon  to  resot  the  powers  which  veiga  over 
you,  or  to  abjure  the  wholesome  safeguard 
of  the  lawc  '— Auarcl^v  is  the  greatest  curse 
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that  God  con  biinirupon  n  ^x^ople — wliile  it 
prevn.ls,  it  biciiks  Jown,  burns,  annihiiates, 
and  loosens  every  thing — tliebest  people, 
in  such  ciraims'ancvs,  are  generally  ilie 
greatest  sufferers.  This  .state  of  things  is  as 
iingovernrii)Ie  as  the  waves  of  the  sea.  —  Let 
us  recoMeci  the  ties  tliat  bind  us  togetlier  ai 
one  people  ;  that  v.-e  h.ive  a;^v;iys  lought 
under  the  same  st.^iidard  !  Ah  !  how  dreaaful 
is  civil  war;  To.-  this  contury  p.r.st  Spiin 
has  enjoyed  tramjj.illity — Why  eh.itige  the 
scene,  and  turn  awiiv  from  our  fratennl 
advice  ? — Xo  m:ui  doubts  Spiniih  bravery. 
You  can  do  wonders.  J5.it,  v>i!i)oat  system, 
and  without  leaders,  your  cP/orts  would  be 
in  vain.  The  muse  numerous  b.mds  of 
undisciplined  men  d'.vindle  before  a  rej:;ul:ir 
army,  like  ciinllbefore  tlie  wind. — We  have 
been  placed  in  a  m.ost  critical  situation,  but 
■we  now  present  yon  v.'ith  a  new  and  well- 
orffMuized  government,  which  secures  liie 
liberty, the  rights, and  the  property,  of  every 
individual.  This  was  to  be  expected  of  tlie 
invincible  Napoleon,  who  has  been  occupied 
in  matters  that  relate  to  our  h::ppiness,  and 
who  has  shewn  himself  anxious  to  deserve 
well  of  our  country  by  becoming  her  restorer. 
Let  us  throw  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
great  benefits  which  will  result  from  our 
new  union.  Thus  you  will  lulli!  ihe  most 
ardent  wishes  of  his  imperial  highness  the 
lieut  genera!  of  Ihe  kingdom  (Murat),  of 
the  Junta,  andof  llie  council  of  Castile — the 
highest  power.'!  in  the  nation.  I'hus  also 
will  you  deserve  the  countenance  and  pro- 
tection of  Flim  in  whose  mighty  and  benevo- 
lent hand  isourlot. — May  heaven,  wli'ch  has 
hitherto  guarded  our  country,  incline  you  to 
repose  yourconfulence  in  theseourcouiicils." 
Pioclamalion  by  the  Superior  Junta  of  the 
Government.  Dated  J ih  June,  IS{)8. 
Spaniards, — The  superior  Junta'  of  the 
government,  consisting  ofthe first  magistrates 
of  the  nation,  thi.s  day  assembled,  address 
you,  in  order  to  remove  the  errors  which 
the  evil-disposed  and  the  ignorant  endeavour 
to  make  you  beliese  and  cheriih. — Wretched 
errors  which  might  produce  incalculable  evils, 
ifthc  sup'eme  authority  did  not  hasten  to 
destroy  them  in  the  birth. — The  Junta  con- 
fident that  those  who  at  all  times,  and  on  all 
occ.isions,  li;ue  listened  v.iih  respect  to  the 
voice  of  their  magistrates,  will  not  less  incline 
their  car,  and  display  submission,  when  ih.e 
question  is  for  ihem,  (Either  to  secure  their 
prosperity  for  ever,  by  uniting  themselves 
witli  the  first  ;'.ui!)orities  of  the  stale,  or  to 
labour  for  the  destruction  of  their  native  land, 


by  lending  themselves  to  those  commotions, 
into  which  tht- eternal  enemies  of  the  glory 
and  jirosperity  of  Si)ain  seek  to  throw  them. 
— At  a  moment  whon  in  Spain,  a  country 
so  highly  favt)ured  by  nature,  but  impover- 
ished, exhausted,  and  disgraced  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe,  by  tlie  defects  and  misrule  of 
its  government,  t lie  period  of  its  complete 
annihilation  was  approaching ;  when  the 
very  efforts  which  had  been  mule  for  the 
renewal  of  its  debiiiiacd  powers,  had  only 
served  to  aggravate  its  disasters,  and  to 
plunge  it  in  new  misfortunes ;  when,  in 
short,  no  longer  any  hope  remained,  Pro- 
vidence had  presented  us  with  the  means, 
not  oidy  ot  averting  the  desiruction  of  our 
country,  but  even  of  raising  it  to  a  degree 
of  prosperiiy  and  splendour,  which  it  never 
reached  even  in  the  most  illustrious  periods 
of  its  history.  By  one  of  those  political  re- 
volutions which  amaze  those  only  who  are  in- 
attentive to  the  progress  of  events,  the  house 
of  jjourbon  saw  itself  driven  from  those 
throiies  which  it  possessed  in  Europe,  except 
that  of  Spain,  the  only  one  which  it  still 
rclained.  After  having  reduced  the  nation 
to  the  last  .stage  of  weakness  and  decay,  de- 
prived of  that  support  which  they  had  hither- 
to derived  from  the  other  branches  of  their 
family,  those  relations  could  not  be  main- 
tained which  had  before  united  thetii  with 
France;  it  became  impossiblefor  the  Bourbons 
to  maintain  themselves  on  a  throne,  from 
which  all  the  intervening  changes  of  the 
political  system  obliged  them  to  descend : 
the  njighiiest  prince  in  Europe  has  received 
the  abdication  of  the  Pjourbons,  not  to  incor- 
poi-nte  your  territory  with  his  own  kingdom, 
which  is  already  so  extensive,  but  to  establish 
the  Spanish  monarchy  on  a  new  basi.s,  thus 
employing  his  iriesistibie  power,  for  the 
purposeof  operating  those  wholesome  reforms 
which  we  have  long  wished  for.  It  is  with 
this  view  that  he  has  summoned  the  depu- 
ties of  the  cities  of  the  provinces,  and  of  the 
state  councils,  into  hi.s  illustrious  pre.sence, 
in  order  to  consult  them  with  regard  to  those 
fundamental  laws  wiiich  must  form  the  secu- 
rity of  sovereign  authority,  andof  the  fidelity 
of  the  subjects.  He  will  place  the  crown 
of  Spain  on  the  head  of  a  noble-minded 
prince,  who  will  know  how  to  attach  to 
himself  all  hearts,  by  the  worth  of  his  cha- 
racter; he-A'iil  exert  means  which  no  other 
nian  has  in  his  power,  and  .soon  place  Spain 
'.:  that  rank  from  which  she  has  fallen  by  the 
wcidcness  alone  of  those  princes  who  have 
hilherto  governed  her. 

C .''d  f:e  cnnthiurd.) 
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"  The  Cortes  will  be  assembled,  abuses  reformed,  and  such  laws  enacted  as  the  circumstances  of  the  time, 
*'  and  ex])erience  may  dictate  for  the  public  good  and  happiness;  thin£;s  which  we  Spaniards  know  how  t<» 
"  do,  which  we  have  done  before,  without  any  necessity  that  the  vile  Ficnch  should  come  to  instiuct  us.** 
— — Abdress  of  the  Spanish   Patriots. 
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SUMMARY   OF   POLITFCS. 

Sp.4.nish    Revolution. What    must 

Mr.  Roscoe  say  upon  reading  the  divers  pa- 
pers, published  by  the  patriots  of  Spain  ? 
Does  he  wish  those  patriots  success  ?  I  am 
afraid  not.  He  wishes,  no  doubt,  that  he 
could  wish  them  success ;  but,  he  cannot, 
without,  at  the  same  time,  confessing  his 
error  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  governor  of 
France.  Why  not  confess  this  error ;  why 
not  give  us,  from  his  elegant  pen,  a  song  to 
match  *'  O'er  the  vine-cover'd  liills  and 
"  gay  regions  of  France,"  and  not  leave  the 
task  of  hailing  the  dawn  of  freedom  in 
Spain  to  the  yulgar,  sot-headed,  hacknied 
muse  of  "  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  Esq."  who 
now  pretends,  that  he  hus  long  foreseen 
that  Napoleon  would  be  overthrown  in 
Spain,  and  that,  at  last,  he  would  go  to 
hell. The  language  of  the  Spanish  Pa- 
triots rises  with  the  approach  of  danger.  Jt 
is  noble  and  animating  in  the  highest  degree. 
It  expresses  sentiments  which  can  be  enter- 
tained in  no  minds  but  such  as  are  free.  The 
people  of  Spain,  so  long  oppressed,  so  long 
trampled  under  foot,  are,  all  at  once,  be- 
come high-minded.  It  requires  ages  to  bend 
the  mind  t-^  slavery,  but  a  moment  (circum- 
stances being  favourable)  restores   it   to  its 

native  freedom  and  vigour. Jf  there  be 

any  one  of  the  several  addresses  that  I  prefer 
to  the  rest,  it  is  that  whicli  is  entitled 
"■  Precautions,  &c."  and  which  will  be 
inserted,  in  its  proper  place  in  the  Register. 
From  this  paper  I  have  selected  my  motto. 
The  patriots  do  not,  we  see,  mean  to  con- 
fine their  views  to  the  mere  driving  the 
French  out  of  Spain.  The  Cortes,  that  is 
to  say,  the  real  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, will  be  assembled  ;  abuses  will  be  re- 
formed ;  and  such  laws  will  be  passed,  as 
the  circumstances  of  the  time  and  experience 
may  dictate  fur  the  public  good.  This  is 
what  is  wanted  ;  this,  indeed,  is  an  enter- 
prize  in  which  it  is  worth  while  to  "  spent! 
*'  the  last  shilling  and  to  shed  the  ];ist  drop 
*'  of  blood  "  But,  if  nothing  were  intend- 
ed moie  than  a  mere  defeat  of  the  French 
armies,  and  a  re-establishment  ojf  the  old 
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system,  there  is  no  man  of  any  reflection** 
who  would  care  a  straw  which  way  the  thing 

terminated. It  is  clear,  however,  that  a 

salutary  revolution  is  intended  ;  for,  in  this 
same  excellent  paper,  the  patriots  of  Spain 
talk  of  "  the  late  infamous  government," 
and,  in  another  place,  of  the  "  infamous 
"  news-papers  which  the.  baseness  of  the 
"  late  government  c^nsaA.  to  be  circulated." 
Why,  to  obtain  the  liberty  of  uttering  and 
publishing  these  words,  though  but  for  a 
few  days,  is  well  worth  hazarding  one's  life 
for,  when  accompanied  with  only  a  very 
slight  hope  of  being  able  to  continue  in  the 
enjoyment  of  such  liberty. If  the  Pa- 
triots of  Spain  succeed,  therefore,  there  is 
little  fear  of  their  again  becoming  slaves, 
for  some  time  at  any  rate  ;  and  it  is  upoa 
this  ground,     and  only    upon   this  ground, 

thatl,  for  my  part,  wish  them  success. 

The  Speech  just  made    to    the  parliament, 
in  the    king's  name,  is  not,  as    relating   to 
Spain,  exactly  what  I  could  have  wished  it. 
I  wish  the  word/oya/  and  the  word  monarchy 
had  not  been  in  it.     If  the  Patriots  of  Spain 
choose  to   receive   any  of  their   late   royal 
family  back  again,  we  have  nothing  to   do 
with    it  ;  but,    it   appears  to  me,  that   we 
should  say  nothing  that  could    possibly  be 
construed  into  a  reservation  of  a  right,  on 
our  part,  to  interfere  in  the  internal  attiiirsof 
Spain.     The  late  king  and  the  late  princes  of 
Spain  have  abdicated   their   rights  of  sove- 
reignty.     In  the  first  place,  the  king  accu.sed 
liis  son  of  conspiring  .^gainst  his  life  ;   next, 
the    king   admits,    without   any  atiempt  at 
resistance,    a  large   French   army   into   the 
heart  of  Spain,  and  deceives  his   people  by 
telling  them,  that  he  is  upon  the  be.st  possi- 
ble terms  with   Napoleon,   whose   army  is 
passing    across   Sp.nin    upon    an    expedition 
against  the  common  enemy,  whereupon  he 
avails  himself  of  his  kingly  authority  to  pre- 
vent the  people  ihemseU'ts  from  making  any 
resistance,  and  even  to  ccnnpel  them  to  fur- 
nish the  French   with  clothing,  provisions, 
and  every  thing  tliey  demand.     Having  thus 
introduced   the  French,  he   throws  himself 
into  the  arms  of  Napokon,    and  becomes 
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bis  pensioner,  after  having,  by  a  trenly, 
forrually  resigned  to  him  all  his  rights  of 
lovereignU'.  The  son,  who  had,  in  the 
meanwhile,  obtained  a  previous  act  of  ub- 
dieation  from  his  lather,  and  who  had  as- 
sumed the  royal  authority,  follows  the  ex- 
ample of  his  father  in  deceiving  the  people 
as  to  the  views  of  France ;  he,  too,  tails 
Napoleon  bis  friend  and  most  intimate  ally  ; 
upon  the  very  first  demand  of  Murat,  he 
gives  up  the  sword  of  Francis  I  ;  ujion  (he 
first  summons,  oft'  he  goes  and  puts  himse'f 
into  the  hands  of  Napoleon,  assuring  the 
people  upon  his  journey,  that  the  views  of 
rViince  are  friendly  ;  and,  upon  his  arrival, 
he  also  abdicates  his  rigiit  of  sovereignty, 
which  example  is  followed  by  all  the  junior 

members    of   the   family. From    these 

facts,  well  known  to  all  the  world,  it  is 
undeniable,  either  that  the  Spanish  monar- 
chy was  become  so  rotten  iis  to  be  unable  to 
protect  itself,  or,  (hat  the  king  and  the 
piince  did  of  design  betray  tlieir  country 
into  the  hands  of  France.  No  matter  to  us 
which  of  the  two  was  the  case  ;  for,  take 
which  we  will,  the  objection  to  our  doing 
or  saying  any  thing  that  c:m  be  construed 
into  a  condition  in  behalf  of  the  royal  fami- 
ly is  equally  strong.  Our  king  has  received 
no  communication  from  the  late  king  of 
Spain,  or  from  the  prince,  who  assumed, 
tor  a  short  time,  the  kingly  authoiity. 
He  orders  the  commissioners  to  tell  the 
parliament,  that  "  communications  have 
"  been  made  to  him  by  several  of  the  pro" 
"  virices  of  Spain,"  and  not  from  the  king 
of  Spain.  Tliat  king  has,  by  treaty,  abdi- 
cated the  throne ;  he  has  bargained  away 
his  kingly  ofHce  and  authority ;  the  mo- 
narchy is,  in  reality  as  well  as  in  form,  ex- 
tinguished in  the  House  of  Bourbon. 
Would  it  not,  then,  have  been  best  to  say 
nothing  at  all  about  that  monarchy,  and  not 
to  utter  words,  which  may  be  construed  to 
mean,  that  we  will  assist  the  Patriots  of 
iSpain  so  long  only  as  they  are  fighting  for 
the  restoration  of  that  monarchy ;  a  mo- 
narchy, by  which,  if  it  was  not  totally  rot- 
ten, the  people  of  Spain  have  been  cruelly 

betrayed  .' Besides,    which    of  the   two 

kings  (upon  the  supposition  and  recognition 
o{  an  existing  king)  are  we  to  .support  ? 
I'he  patriots  appear  to  prefer  Ferdinand } 
but,  upon  what  j)rinciple  are  we  to  support 
Mm  against  the  claim  of  his  f.ither  ?  We 
get  ourselves  into  inextricable  difticulUes  by 
nf\y  declaration  about  monarchy  j  and, 
(tie  probability  is,  that,  if  we  continue 
ir)  th\i  track.  Napoleon,  ii  he  finds  his  views 
ill  favour  of  his  br&thcr  thv.artcd,  will  very 
k«>on  beat  ui  by  ciauliug  dLtirubt  wf  m  in  the 
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minds  of  the  patriots,  by  representing  us  as 
lighting  for  the  restoration  of  that  govern- 
ment, which  they  themselves  call  "  infa- 

'•  mous." If  Spain  is  to  be  wrested  from 

the  grasp  of  the  Buonapartes,  the  thing 
must  be  done  by  tlie  people,  lieaded  by  men, 
who  liave  not  partaken  in  the  vices  and 
corruptions  of  the  old  government;  and,  is  it 
not  incredible,  that  such  men  should  volun- 
tarily recall  that  government  ?  They  talk  of 
their  "  king"  ;  it  is  a  name  that  may  be  yet 
necessary  to  their  purposes;  but,  as  they 
proceed,  they  will  find  the  means  of  dis- 
pensing with  its  eftect ;  and,  though  it  is 
probaljle,  that  the  wisest  men  amongst  them 
may  think  the  kingly  office  I'.ccessary  to  the 
good  government  of  so  extensive  an  empire, 
yet  it  is  not  at  all  probable,  that  ihey  will  be 
able,  supposing  them  to  be  willing,  to  in- 
duce the  people,  when  once  they  have  tasted 
the  sweets  of  freedom,  again  to  bend  their 
necks  to   a  yoke,  which  has  hitheitc  beot 

them  to  the  earth. These  are  my  reasons 

for  wishing,  that  nothing  had  been  said,  in 
the  Speech,  about  loya'ty  or  monarchy, 
wliich,  in  my  opinion,  may  do  harm,  and 
cannot  possibly  do  any  good  It  is  reason- 
able to  suppose,  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
great  and  glorious  struggle  which  the  Patriots 
of  Spain  nppcar  now  to  have  begun,  some 
man,  and  that  man  of  no  very  lofty  origin, 
may  so  distinguish  himself  ns  to  be  thought 
the  most  fit  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
govcrnrnent  of  Spain.  In  such  a  contin- 
gency are  we  prepared  to  say,  that  we  will 
drop  the  cause  of  the  Patriots  ?  If  n«t, 
what  are  we  to  do  with  our  declarations 
about  loyalty  and  monarchy  ?  How,  or 
when,  are  ^-e  to  get  rid  of  these  words  ? 
Would  it  not  have  been  better,  then,  to 
express  our  intentions  to  preserve,  as  far  a$ 
we  were  able,  the  integrity  of  the  Spanish 
dominiojis ;  or,  rather,  would  it  not  have 
been  better  to  dispense  with  all  French 
phraseology,  and  to  say,  that  we  would,  to 
the  utmost  of  our  power,  preserve  the  Spa- 
nish dominions  whole  and  entire  ? With 

this  exce])tion,  the  Speech  is  very  satisfac- 
toiy.  It  says  as  much  as  could  have  been 
reasonably  expected  at  this  time ;  but,  while 
1  wish  not  to  detract  from  the  merit  of  the 
ministers,  in  this  respect,  truth  demands, 
that  I  should  remark,  that  they  hav«  ap- 
peared rather  reluctant  in  making  a  commu- 
nication of  their  sentiments  and  intentions: 
they  have  been  the  iron  and  not  the  flint : 
they  have  not  inspired  the  public,  but  the 
public  them.  An  express  nwisa^c,  upon 
the  subject,  would  have  been  far  preferable  j 
it  would  have  more  strongly  marked  a  dis- 
position to  be  hearty  in  the  cause  o£  the 
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Spanish  Patriots ;  a  specific  sum  asked  for 
on  that  particular  account  would  have  had 
great  weight  in  other  parts  of  Europe  as  wwll 

as  in  Spain. 1  have  witnessed,  upon  this 

occasion,  with  some  regret,  an  uncommon 
disposition  to  execrate  Buonaparte  for  his 
perfidy  towards  Spain.  Really,  there  appears 
to  have  been  very  little  perfidy  on  his  part. 
His  views  were  not  at  all  disguised,  nor, 
indeed,  was  it  possible  to  disguise  them  from 
the  government  of  Spain.  From  the  peo- 
ple, with  the  aid  of  the  government,  it  was 
possible  to  disguise  them ;  but,  from  the 
government  itself,  it  was  totally  impossible. 
And,  then,  as  to  the  consequences,  who  is 
not  pleased  with  them  ?  Who  is  not  now 
glad  that  Buonaparte  did  make  an  attempt 
to  put  the  crown  of  Spain  upon  the  head  of 
his  brother  ?  This  is  so  obviously  a  fortu- 
nate circumstance,  in  the  eyes  of  all  those, 
who  wished  to  see  the  Spanish  nation  free, 
that  one  cannot  help  fearing,  that  such  un- 
common manifc'stations  of  anger  against  him, 
upon  this  occasion,  indicate  vexation  at  the 
prospect  of  seeing  that  freedom  atchie?ed. 
The  anger  seems,  in  tact,  to  ari'^e  from  the 
mortification  that  is  felt  at  his  having  given 
the  people  of  Spain  an  opportunity  of  shew- 
ing, that  a  nation,  wlien  its  energies  are 
roused,  is  capable  of  defending  itself  with- 
out a  royal  family  and  a  civil  list.  The 
grand  question  is  now  to  be  decided,  whe- 
ther regular  armies,  however  numerous  and 
well-trained,  are  capable  of  subduing  a  great 
nation,  whose  population  are  bent  upon  re- 
sistance, animated  by  the  motive  of  acquiring 
or  preserving  their  liberties.  These  same 
French  armies  have  subdued  kingdom  af- 
ter kingdom,  where  there  was  a  sovereign 
prince  reigning  ;  they  have  now  to  subdue  a 
nation,  who  has  neither  king  nor  govern- 
ment ;  and,  if  they  fail,  having  a  large  ar- 
my already  introduced  into  the  heart  of  the 
country,  no  man  will  hereafter  say,  that 
large  regular  armies  are  necessary  to  the  de- 
fence  of  a   country,  the   people   of  which 

have  freedom  to  defend. 1  hope  that  no 

stupid  and  selfish  brute  will  be  suffered  to 
approach  the  ear  of  our  ministers  with  in- 
sinuations as  to  the  effect  of  such  an  exam- 
ple. I  hope  that  no  such  villainous  insinua- 
tions will  be  listened  to,  at  any  rate.  I  hope 
that  there  will  be  no  delay  in  sending  off 
succours  to  the  self-armed  and  self-com- 
manded Patriots  of  Spain.  I  hope  that  there 
will  be  no  coldness   perceiveable,   on   our 

part. InPiedmont  there  was]an  arming  of 

the  peasantry ;  the  same  in  several  parts  of 
Germany ;  the  same  in  Austria ;  the  same 
in  Prussia ;  the  same  in  Russia;  every  where 
did  we  hear  of  Volunteers  and  Levies- ca- 
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'  masse.     But,  somehow  or  other,  there  has 
been   no  where  any    effectual    resistance. 
The  people   have  been  found  to  be  nothing 
against  the  armies   of  France.     Their  kings 
and  our  news-papers  have  represented  the 
people  as  ready  to  perish  to  the  last  man  j 
but,  when  the  pinch  has  come,  they  have 
preferred  remaining  unhurt,  and  their  coun- 
tries have  been  subdued.     Poet  Fitzgerald, 
who  has  pasted  up  his  doggerel  against  every 
dead  wall,  deserted  house,  and  stinking  cor- 
ner, of  the  town,  calls  upon  the  Germans 
and  Italians  to  rouse  themselves  and  to  joia 
the  Spanish   Patriots;  but,  poet  Fitzgerald 
does  not  seem  to  perceive,  that  the  Spaniards 
have  a  motive,   which  the  Germans  and  Ita- 
lians have  not.     The  latter,  indeed,  might 
and  may   have  a   motive  ;  but,  the  former 
have  none.     The  Spaniards  are  fighting  for 
themselves.     They  are  engaged  in  a  struggle, 
not   only   against  the    French,   but  against 
what  they  call  their  "  late  infamous  govern- 
"  ment."     They  are  not   hazarding  their 
lives  merely  to  obtain  a  choice  of  masters; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  to  insure  the  restora- 
tion and  preservation  of  their  freedom. — — 
There  is  a  talk  of  associations  and  subscrip- 
tions in  England   for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
the  Patriots   of  Spain.     Nothing   could  be 
more  honourable  to  the  country.     We  have 
had  •*  voluntary  contributions"  before,  and 
why  not   now,  in   a   cause,  which,  if  any 
man  dislikes   it,    he  wdl   be    hardly  bold 
enough  to  express  that  dislike.     The  govern* 
ment  took  the  lead  in  exciting  the  people  to 
associate  and  subscribe  before ;  but,  I  hear 
of  none  of  this  now ;    nor  do  1  hear  a  word 
of  the  Lloyd's  people.     Let  us  wait,  how- 
ever,  and  see  what  proof  they  give  of  their 
feelings  upon  this  occasion.     Let  us  see,  how 
many  copper  pennies  they  will  draw  out  ia 
the  cause  of  a  people,  for  ages  oppressed, 
bent  upon  re-acquiring  their  freedom.     The 
Spanish  Patriots  have  drawn  the  sword,  npt 
only  for  the  preservation  of  their  country 
from  a  foreign  yoke ;   but  for  the  restoratioa 
of  the  Cortes,  that  is  to  say,  a  representation 
of  the  people ;  and  also  for  a  reforin  of  abuses, 
including,   of  course,  not  only  an  examina-  . 
tion  into  the  conduct  of  jjeciilators,    but  the 
condign    punishment     of    tiiose     inf^jmous 
wretches,  who  have  so  long  revelled  in  luxu- 
ry  upon   the  fruit  of  the    people's  labour. 
This  is  the  cause  of  the  Spanish  Patriots, 
and  Vv^e  shall  now  see  who  will,  in  England, 
take  the  lead  in  subscribing  to  support  this 
glorious  cause;  and,  we  shall  have  an  op- 
portunity of  comparing  the  sums  and  names 
which  will  appear  upon  the  list,  wiih  tha 
sums  and  names  ■which  have  appeared  upon 
other  subscription  lists,     In  this  cauie  one 
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might  have  hoped  to  see,  not  only  pecuniary, 
but  personal  aid.  voluntarily  given.  To  have 
heard  a  thousand  or  two  ot"  Englisli  gentle- 
nien  asking  the  king  permission  to  join  the 
bands  of  Patriots  in  Spain,  fighting  in  the 
cause  of  freedom,  would  have  sounded  well ; 
but, Bond  Street  and  the  Bjcchanalian  routes, 
the  gan)ing  table,  tlve  stews,  and,  which  is 
still  worse,  the  concerts,  linve,  for  them, 
more  charms  than  the  din  and  toil  and  danger 
of  battle.  I'hey  can  dng  "  How  sleeps  the 
"  brave?"  but  they  are  quite  willing  to 
leave  the  thing  to  the  enjoyment  of  others. 
They  can,  like  poet  Fitzgerald,  recite  odes 
to  liberty  ;  but,  if  liberty  is  to  be  fought 
for,  the  soldiers  must  not  be  sought  amongst 
them.  No:  we  shall  see  them  as  cold  as 
death,  upon  th's  occasion.  They  hate  Buo- 
n;iparte  because  they  fear  him  ;  because  they 
fviar  that  he  will  deprive  them  of  their  plea- 
sures} because  his  acts  and  views  are  in 
incessant  war  against  all  that  is  cfFeminafe 
and  base  ;  but,  they  will  not  stir  an  inch  to 
oppose  him.  Some  few,  however,  one  would 
hope,  might  be  found  of  a  ditferent  descrip- 
tion. We  shall  see,  whether,  amongst  the 
whole  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  this 
kingdom,  there  be  found  a  hundred  to  vo- 
lunteer their  personal  services  in  support  of 
the  cause  of  freedom  in  Spain.  What  are 
the  universities  doing  ?  Do  they  not  atford  a 
dozen  or  two,  whose  impatience  to  partake 
in  so  glorious  a  warfare  is  not  to  be  restrain- 
ed ?  One  would  think  that  stone  walls  would, 
at  such  a  time,  be  unable  to  contain  the 
high-bleoded  youths,  who  inhabit  those 
seminaries.  We  shall  see.'  -The  Morn- 
ing Chronicle,  of  the  5th  instant,  has  the 
following  pass:ige  :  "  We  have  seen,  with 
"  SATISFACTION,  that  the  official  paper 
"  of  government  has  been  instructed  to 
**  contradict  the  ruinour,  that  the  DUKE 
"  of  YORK  is  himself  In  take  the  command 
**  of  the  Expedition.  Ministers  have  in  this 
*'  instance  paid  iccomirig  respect  to  the  feel- 

"  ings   of   the    public." From   this,    it 

would  ai)pcar,  that  the  ministerial  paper, 
alluded  to,  had  announced  the  intention  of 
the  ininisters  to  con)mit  the  troops,  destined 
for  Spain,  to  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  which  had,  it  seems,  greatly  a/a/wef^ 
the  Editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle.  His 
meaning  is,  I  iuppose,  that  the  Duke  ought 
not  to  be  spared  from  home,  while  there  is 
even  a  possibility  of  this  country  being 
invaded  by  a  formidable  enemy  j  for  that, 
though  we  ought  to  do  our  utmost  to  assist 
the  Patriots  of  Spain,  the  duty  of  providing 
for  our  security  is  certainly  not  to  be  ne- 
glected. It  was  for  .similar  reasons,  we 
uaust  suppoiic,  that  the  Times  news-paper. 


the  other  day,  expressed  a  hope,  (hat  ths 
people  would,  if  they  fouml  the  thing  in 
agitation,  send  up  an  unanimous  petition 
against  sending  the  Duke  of  York  to  Spain. 
The  same  motives  will,  doubtless,  operate 
in  preventing  any  of  the  royal  dukes,  who 
have  all,  I  believe,  except  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  commands  of  districts  in  Eng- 
land, from  being  sent  to  partake  in  th« 
glory  of  restoring  long-lost  freedom  to  Spain. 
The  Spanish  Patriots,  however,  do  not,  to 
say  the  truth,  appear  to  want  much  instruc- 
tion in  the  science  of  appointing  comman- 
ders ;  for  the  rule  they  have  laid  down  is 
excellent.  "  It  is,"  .say  they,  "  indispen- 
"  sible,  that  each  province  should  have  its 
"  general,  of  known  talents,  and  of  such 
"  experience  as  our  situation  permits;  that 
"  his  heroism  should  inspire  Me  utmost  cow 
"  fidence ;  and  that  every  general  should 
"  hav«  under  his  command  ojjicers  of  merit, 
"  particularly  of  artillery  and  engineers." 
You  see,  they  are  resolved  not  to  en- 
trust their  safety  to  the  hands  of  either  a 
fool  or  a  coward,  and  ar»  aware  that  merit 
alone  ought  to  be  considered  in  the  appoint- 
ment oi  even  inferior  officers.  If  they  do 
but  stick  to  this,  they  will  triumph,  without 
any  assistance  from  any  part  of  the  world. 
If  there  be  a  seiious  war,  in  Spain,  we 
shall  now  see  how  far  the  people  oi  a  country 
are  capable  of  selecting  their  commanders. 
In  every  way,  in  which  it  can  be  con- 
sidered, the  struggle,  now  going  on  in  Spain, 
is  interesting  to  the  world,  and  particularly 
k)  England.  Should  the  Spaniards  succeed 
in  driving  out  the  French,  the  reverses  of 
Napoleon  will  not  stop  there.  They  will 
assuredly  pursue  him  into  Portugal,  wher» 
also  "  a  reform  of  abuses''  will  take  place. 
Similar  effects  may  be  produced  in  Italy. 
The  noble  spirit  may  extend  itself  to  Hol- 
land, to  Germany,  and  the  North  j  and,  it 
is  possible,  that  the  new  despotism  may  be 
ejected  from  I'Vance  itself.  All  this,  if  it 
should  be  atchieved,  will  have  beenatchiev- 
ed  by  o  people,  having  no  guide  but  that  of 
their  own  good  sense  and  a  desire  to  be  free. 
Napoleon  has,  of  late,  become  the  patron 
of  crowned-heads.  He:  never  opens  his  lips 
but  "  by  the  Grace  of  God  ;"  he  always 
winds  up  with  talking  of  the  authority  given 
him  by  "  Providence  ;"  and,  in  his  letter 
to  the  late  Prince  of  Asturias,  he  phiinljr 
says,  that  the  people  are  always  to  be  con- 
sidered as  hating  kings,  and  are  to  be,  of 
course,  looked  upon  as  enemies,  and  treated 
as  such.  I'he  war,  in  Spain,  therefore,  \i 
a  war  of  the  people  against  despotism.  There 
is  a  revolution  going  on  in  favour  of  liberty  ; 
and,    I     must    repeat,    tiiat   it    is  curious 
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cnougli,  that  we  sliould  now  be  fighting  on 
the  side  of  the  people,  and  that,  too,  with 
the  only  fair  prospect  of  success  that  we 
have  had  since  the  commencement  of  a  v/ar 
of  fifteen  years  duration  ! What  a  won- 
derful ihing  it  will  be  j  what  a  subject  for 
the  able  histori^in  ;  if  Buonaparte  should 
fall  in  consequence  of  his  despotic  acts,  af- 
ter having  himself  been  the  terror,  the 
scourge,  and  the  destroyer  of  despotism. 
In  order  to  be  able  to  eradicate  deep-rooted 
despotism,  it  seems  to  have  been  necessary 
for  him  to  possess  and  exercise  despotic 
powers  greater  than  those  which  he  had  to 
overcome  ;  and,  now  that  his  work  is  done, 
if  he  should  be  deprived  of  tliose  powers 
by  a  spirit  of  liberty  generally  diti'used  over 
this  fair  and  oppressed  quarter  of  t)ie  globe, 

how  interesting  the  scene  will  become  ! • 

It  is  desirable,  that  the   war  in  Spain  should 
not  be  of  very  short  dunition.     No  nation, 
in  such  a  state,    was  ever  regenerated  with- 
out an  arduous  struggle.     Tiiere  are  nume- 
rous vermin  to  destroy  in  Spain,  and,  to  in- 
sure their  complete  de-itruction,  the    storm 
must  not  only  be  violent,    but  must  last  for 
some  time.     It  is  in  stoimy  times,  that  great 
and  salutary  changes  are  most  easily  effected,   j 
When  men  have  arms   in   their   haiids,  and   i 
are  hourly  exposing  their  lives,    ihe/  think  ! 
no  liuig  at  all  of  niaki  ig   those  ch  iiogei  in   j 
civil  matters,    a'hic!i  chaiigei  they  would,  at 
other  time,,  (.emblebut   to   think  of.     All   ] 
grea   and  gowd  changes,   in  matters    relating 
to  government,  have   been  made  in   stormy 
times      Necessity   is  the  mother  of  inven- 
tion, and,  it  is  in  such  times,    that   a  nation 
feels  what  is  necessary  to  it. It  will  re- 
quire   time   and  experience,    too,    for   the 
people  of  Spain    to  discover,   who  are  the 
wisest,   the   most  vigilant,   the  most  brave, 
and  most  public-spirited  men  in  their  coun- 
try. Slavery,  like  darkness,  keeps  men  from 
the  knowledge  of  each   other.     At  present 
the  people  of  Spain  can  know  but  very  little 
of  their  leaders.     They  meet  like  acquaint- 
ances of  yesterday.     Like  the  inhabitants  of 
a  city  brought  together  by  a  fire.     All  must 
be  confusion  and  uncertainty.     It  wdl  re- 
quire time  for  things  to  jostle  into  order. 
Some,   who  present  themselves  for  trust  and 
confidence  will  be  found  unworthy.     Time 
for  trial  is  wanted.     A  year's  wiir  and  hard- 
ship and    danger  will   winnow  the  people  ; 
will   divide   the  grain    from  the  chaii'j    t\m 
hollow  from  the  solid,    the   rotten  from  the 
sound.     It  requires  time,  too,  to  wear  away 
prejudices  ;  to  destroy  the  efl'ect  of  names  ; 
to  make  the  people,   from  experience,  learn 
how  they  have  been  duped  and  abused   by 
Ihe  most  contemptible  of  their  species ;  to 
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give  to  truth  that  fair  piny,  which  the  peo- 
ple have  been  n)ade  to  labour  to  deprive  it 
of.  The  Provisional  Government  recom- 
mend, it  will  be  seen,  frequent  short  and 
pithy  publications,  calculated  to  counteract 
tiie  falsehoods  promulgated  through  the 
newspapers  of  the  ♦'  late  iufamous  govern- 
ment." This  is  a  good  beginning  ;  but,  it 
will  require  time  to  do  away  the  effect  oi 
the  reiterated  lies  of  those  newspapers.  It 
is  possible,  too,  that  many  of  those  leaders, 
who  are  opposed  to  the  French,  may  not 
wish  for  such  a  change  as  would  restore 
freedom  to  uhe  people  ;  but,  if  the  struggle 
continue  any  length  of  time,  and  become 
arduous,  they  will  find,  that  they  must 
either  go  the  whole  way  w;th  the  people,   or 

submit  to  the  French. There   must  be 

time   to   break   up  connections.      To  tear  to 
pieces  the  accursed  trammels,    which  it   has 
taken  ages  to  make.     The  locusts,  who  have 
so  long  been  devouring    the   fruits    of  the 
people's  labour,  would  soon  hud  the  means 
of  alighlmg  upon   them   again,   unless  de- 
I   stroyed  by  the  long  duration   of  tiie  storm. 
I   Wiih  a  hoard  of  prey  they  will  retire  to  their 
j   Hiding    places  and   wait   for  the  sun-shine ; 
I   but,   if  the  storm  last  for  a  year  or  two,  cut 
I   they  must  come,    expose  themselves  to  ob- 
servalioo,   and  labour  or  starve.     The   hur- 
ricane and  the  torrent,  though  they  do  great 
visible  mischief,    i!o  greater  invisible  good  ; 
and  a  stiuggle,    such   as  that  which  we  are, 
I  hope,  about  to  witness,   in  Spain,    thoutrh 
it  occasions  great    sufl^erings   for  the   time, 
naturally  and  necessarily   puts  a   stop  to  all 
those  vices,  which  degrade,  and,  bydeo-rees, 
enslave  a   nation.     I   will   venture   (o   say, 
that  already  bribery  and  corruption  have  re- 
ceived a  check   in  Spain  ;   .sycophancy  can 
have  no  meat  to  feed  on  j  the  whole  body 
of  flatterers  and  panders  and  procuresses   (a 
numerous  host  !)    must  be  nearly  disbanded. 
Murat  and  his  people  having  other  matters 
to  attend  toj   the  troops  of  players,  dancers, 
musicians,  and  buftx)ons  must  be  in  a  misera- 
ble way  ;  the  endless  hordes  of  aumils  and 
petty   oppressors   and   robbers  cm   scarcely 
stand  a   chance  of  getting  bread   ariy  lonoer 
without  working.  But,  it  will  require  tirnej 
it  will  require  a  good  long  and  rough  contest 
to  clear   the    laud    of  all   those   and   other 
noxious  animals.      There   will    be  no   real 
good  to  Spain,  until  the  peculators  are  justly 
punished  and  their  wives  and   children   are 
made  to   labour  for   their  bread.     Without 
accomplishing  this,   the  change   would   not 
be  worth  wishing  for,    much   less  shedding 
of  blood  for.     What  could  Joseph  Napoleon 
and  his   set  do  more  than  rob   the   people 
with  impunity  ?     For  my  part,   if  I  wer^a 
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Spaniard,  I  should  b«  for  punishing  the  old 
peculators  at  any  rate;  lor  while  they  re- 
tnain  unpunished  il  is  a  mockery  to  talk  of 

any  measures  for  the  public  good. There 

is  still  another  reason  for  wishing  the  strug- 
gle to  be  of  pretty  long  duration  :    it   will 
give  time  for  the  principles  of    the  Patriots 
to  spread  over  other  countries  ;  it  will  give 
time  for  discussion  in  those  other  countries  ; 
men   will  hear  that  such  or  such  a  change 
has  taken  place  in  Spain,   that  the  reason  of 
it  was  such  or  such,  and  that  the  effect  will 
be  this  and  that ;  and,  as  the  Spaniards  pro- 
ceed in  their  work  of  renovation  and  "  re- 
form of  abuses, ""  there  will  be  other  nations 
Ijady  to  make  a  comparison,   and  to  loel 
shame  itt  being  behind  hand  with  them,   es- 
pecially if  there  should  exist  an  intimate  in- 
tercourse between  them  and  Spain.     Ihere 
are  some  persons,  who  seem  to  be  delight- 
ed  with   the  resistance   of   the  Spaniards, 
regarding  it  merely   as  the  means  of  resto- 
ring every  thing  to  its  situation   of   twenty 
years  ago.     But,  they  may  be  assured,  that, 

if  such  were  the  object  of    the   Spaniards, 

it  would  fail.     Things  can  never  be  brought 

back  to  that  situation  ;  and,  the   event  will 

prove,  I  trust,    that   the  resistance  of    the 

Spaniards  will    have    precisely  a  contrary 

effect.     Buonaparte  was  bringing  the  state 

of    twenty  years  ago  back  again   as  fast  as 

possible.     He  meant,    and  still  means,  to 

make  a  mere  change  of   dynasties   all  over 

Europe,     and     then   to    have  sitten   down 

quietly  amidst  a  world  of    slaves ;  but,  the 

Spaniards,    from  whom  he  expected  no  re- 
sistance at  all,  threaten  totally  to  frustrate 

his  views,  and  to  give  to  the  other  nations 

an  example  well  worthy  of  their   imitation. 

1  have  often  had  occasion  to  observe, 

that,  if  Napoleon  were  to   make  such  an 

attack  upon  Kui^land  as  should   give   rise  to 

an  opinion  that  he  would  Jinally   become  its 

master,  the  first  to  join  his   standard    would 

be  those  sycophants  and  panders,  who   now 

accuse  others  of  a  want  of   loyalty.    This 

has  been  exactly  the  case  in  Spain.      The 

"whole  of  this  infamous  tribe,    with  the  late 

prime  minister  at  their  head,  are  now  in  the 
court  of  Buonaparte,  having  first  been 
bribed  to  betray  their  country,  upon  the 
vitals  of  which  they  have  so  long  preyed, 
into  his  hands.  Infamous  miscreants  !  I 
dare  say,  that  they  have,  for  years,  claimed 
a  monopoly  of  loyalty  j  i  dare  say,  that 
the  virtuous  and  brave  men,  who  now  com- 
plain of  "  the  late  base  and  infamous  go- 
*'  vernment,"  were,  by  them,  considered 
as  being  enemies  to  their  country}  I  dare 
say,    that  the  men,     whom    we  are   now 
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assisting,  and  who  declare  for  "  a  reform  of 


aluses,"  were,  by   them  and  their  hireling 
news-papers,  represented  as  harbouring  de- 
signs   to    overthrow    the   government,    to 
destroy   all  order,     property,    and  law ;    I 
dare  say  they  were  considered  as  demagogues, 
libellers,     and  traitors,  whom  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  evccry  man  in  authority  to 
stigmatize.,    harrass,     oppress,     persecute, 
and,  if  possible,  take  off  by  some  mean$ 
or  other.     Oh !  that  king   and  his  family 
are,  at  this  moment,  an  excellently  useful 
example.     In  their  fate  may  be  seen  what  it 
is  for  kings   and  princes  to  take  sycophant* 
and  panders  to  their  bosom,     while  they 
c.nst  a  scowling  eye  upon,    and  drive  from 
their  presence,    all  those  who  come   with 
remonstrances    in    behalf  of   the  people. 
Here  is  a  prime  minister    and  his  whole 
shoal  of   underling  courtiers  gone  over  to 
the  enemy  in  a  body  j  and,    what  is  still 
better,  being  formed  into  a  Junta  to  de- 
liberate upon  what  is  to  be  done,  their  very 
first  act  is  a  declaration,    that  the  late  go- 
vernment was  become  so  bad,  that  nothing 
could  mend  it,  and  that  even  a  change  of 
the  dynasty  was  become  indispcnsible.     Vil- 
lains !  Ab  if  it  were  any  but  theipselves,  who 
had  rendered  the  government  so  bad  j  and  as 
if  thev,  when  in  power,would  not  have  put 
to  the  rack  and  torn  piecemeal,  any  one  who 
should  have  but  half  insinuated  what  they 
have  now  openly  declared  and  proclaimed.— 
In  dismissing  this  subject,  for   the  present, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  pointing  out,  as  wor- 
thy of  unqualified    approbation,    the  very 
great,  the  apparently  unparalleled  exertions, 
which  our  ministers  are   making  for  giving 
the  Spanish  patriots  assistance.     To  be  sure 
they  must  sleep   neither  night  nor  day,  if 
they  mean  to  keep  pace  witli  the  wishes  of 
the  nation  at  large  ;    for  never,  I  believe, 
was  there  any  thing  so   popular,  any   thing 
that   inspired  half  so  much  enthusiasm  a- 
mongst  the  people,  as  the  cause  of  the   Pa- 
triots of  Spain  ;  whence  the  ministers  and 
their  master    may   learn  what   is   the   real 
taste  of  Englishmen.     Our  government,  as 
will  be  seen  from  lord  Castlereagh's  letter  to 
the  Mayor  of  London,    acknowledges  the 
existence  and  authority  of  a   "  Provisional 
government'  in  Spain.     It  is  not  a  regency, 
or  a  lieutenamy ,  or  a  commission ;  it   is  o 
government,  erected  by  the  nation,  for  the 
managing  of    its  affairs  ;    and,  therefore, 
while  our  ministers  are  laudably  making  such 
great  exertions  to  assist  the  cause  of  the  Pa- 
triots, I   hope  they  will  steer  clear  of  the 
embarrassment   that  would  inevitably  arise 
from  any  thing  meddling,  on  their  part,  a- 
bout  the  ^iwg  of  Spain.     If  Buonaparte  finds, 
that  he  cannot  beat  the  Patriots  snd  itnpos* 
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his  brother  upon  them,  he  will,  very  likely, 
set  up  the  king  of  Spain,  or  the  pruice  ot 
Aslurias,  aijaln  ;  and,  then  he  will  be  hght- 
ing  for  the  king  of  Spain  as  well  as  we,  if 
we  are  foolish  enough  to  adopt  this  line  of 
proceeding.  No  :  send  the  Patriots  arms, 
ammunition,  provisions,  money,  ships,  and 
men  ;  but,  send  them  no  commands  as  to 
what  they  are  to  do  in  forming  a  government 
for  themselves.  If  thestatements,  inthencws- 
papers,  be  true,  the  preparations  weare  mak- 
ing for  sending  off  aid  to  the  Patriots  are  of 
a  "magnitude  worthy  of  the  cause  and  of 
ourselves.  I  repeat  the  expression  of  my 
thanks  to  the  ministers  for  this,  and  I  am 
sure  they  will  receive  the  thanks  of  the 
whole  country,  with  the  exception  of  those 
only,  whom,  I  hope,  they  will  have  the 
sense  and  the  spirit  to  despise,  of  whatever 
rank  they  may  be. It  is  a  subject  of  cu- 
rious speculation  what  will  be  the  condtact 
of  the  American  States  with  respect  to  Spain. 
They  would,  upon  hearing  that  the  king  and 
prince  had  abdicated  the  throne,  in  behalf 
of  the  Buonapartes,  be  greatly  alarmed ;  nor 
will  they  be  verv  well  pleased,  when  they 
find,  that  a  revolution  is  taking  place,  espe- 
cially under  our  auspices.  The  old  rotten 
government  of  Spain  made  the  Spanish  na- 
fion  an  excellent  milch  cow  to  them  as  well 
as  to  France.  They  will  not  like  to  hear, 
that  Spain  is  likely  to  have  a  vigorous  govern- 
ment, that  government  being  naturally  in 
close  alliance  with  England,  as  it  will  be 
if  a  totally  new  government  be  formed.  Jo- 
nathan will  be  puzzled  to  know  what  to  do.^ 
If  he  has  sense  enough  to  get  the  better  of 
his  vanity,  to  give  up  the  idea  of  being  a 
"  great  nation,"  and  content  himself  with 
his  barter  and  sale,  he  may  yet  do  very  well. 
But,  if  he  persi-sts  in  his  big  talk,  and  his 
spiteful  though  impotent  measures,  I  think 
things  are  working,  as  well  abroad  as  at 
home,  in  a  way  that  promises  to  prodiice  a 
speedy  breaking-up  of  his  boasted  confede- 
ration. If  the  Spanish  Patriots  should  suc- 
ceed, as  there  is  now  some  reason  to  hope, 
there  will  be  nothing  for  which  they  will 
have  to  thank  Jonathan.  France  having 
stolen  part  of  the  territory  of  Spain,  Jona- 
than stood  a  ready  purchaser.  This  territo- 
ry, if  the  Patriots  succeed,  he  will  hav3  to 
resign,  upon  principles  of  common  sease  as 
well  as  of  common  law.  If  J6nathan 
should  see  France  likely  to  sink,  he  will  rise 
upon  her,  and  you  will  hear  his  Cerberenn 
press  barking  at  her  from  the  first  column  to 
the  last.  Next  to  Jonathan's  hatred  ot  Eng- 
land is  his  partiality  for  the  strongest ;  there- 
fore, if  Buonaparte  should  chance  to  slip, 
let  him,  of  all  things,  beware  of  Jonathan  ; 
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far,  under  such  circumstances,  Jonathan  iS 
a  very  Hector  of  Troy.  Florida,  under  a 
wise  and  spirited  government,  will  be  a  for- 
midable neighbour  to  Jonathan,  and  that 
neighbour,  if  we  have  the  wisdom  to  encou- 
rage, by  all  the  means  in  our  power,  the 
forming  of  an  entirely  new  government  in 
Spain,  will  and  must  be  our  friend.  Let 
J(jnathan  ponder  well  upon  these  matters, 
for  they  are  closely  connected  with  his  fu- 
ture fate. 

Botley,  7.thJuhj,   180S. 

^"official  PAPERS. 

Speech 
Delivered  to  the  Parliament  ly  the  Lords 
Commissioners,  at  the  Prorogation  of  ths 
Pariiament,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1808. 
"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  We 
have  it  in  command  from  his  majesty  to 
express  to  you  the  great  satisfaction  which 
he  derives  from  being  enabled,  by  putting 
an  end  to  the  present  session  of  parliament, 
to  terminate  the  laborious  attendance  which 
the  public  business  has  required  of  you. — 
The  measure  which  you  have  adopted  lor  the 
improvement  of  the  military  force  of  the 
countiy,  promises  to  lay  the  foundation  ot  a 
system  of  internal  defence  eminently  useful, 
and  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of 
these  times.— The  sanction  wh'fch  you 
have  given  to  those  measures  of  defensive 
retaliation,  to  which  the  violent  Attacks  of 
the  Enemy  upon  the  commerce  and  resources 
of  this  kingdom,  compelled  his  majesty  to 
resort,  has  been  highly  satisfactory  to  his 
majesty.— His  majesty  doubts  not  that  in  the 
result  the  enemy  will  be  convinced  of 
the  impolicy  of  persevering  in  a  system  which 
retorts  upon  himself,  in  so  much  greater 
proportion,  those  evils  which  he  endeavours 
to  inflict  upon  this  country. Gentle- 
men   OF    THE    HOUSK      OF    CoMMONS,     We 

are  commanded  by  his  majesty  to  rettarn 
his  most  hearty  acknowledgements  for 
the  chearfulness  and  liberality  with  which 
the  necessary  supplies  for  the  current  year 
have  been  provided.— His  majesty  directs  us 
to  assure  you,  that  he  participates  in  the 
satisfaction  with  which  you  must  hava 
contemplated  the  fioarishing  situation  of  the 
revenue  and  credit  of  the  country,  notwith- 
standing the  continued  pressure  of  the  war  j 
and  he  congratulates  you  upon  having  been 
enabled  to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service,  with  so  small  an  addition  to 
the  public  burthens.— His  majesty comrnanda 
us  to  thank  you  for  having  enabled  hioi  to 
make  good  his  engagements  with  his  alHes; 
and  to  express  to  you  the  particular  gratitica- 
tion   which  he  has  derived  from  the  manner 
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vinces  of  Spain,  of  their  friendly  disposition 


in  which  you  have  provided  for  the  establish- 
ment of    his   sister,  her  royal  highness  the 

Dutchess  of    Brunswick. Mv   Lords 

AND   Gentlemen,     His    majesty   has  great 
satistaction  in  informing  you,  that,  notwith- 
standing  the   fr-rmidable  confederacy  unit- 
ed   against     his  ally    the  king  of  Sweden, 
that  sovereign     perseveres,    with  unabated 
vigour  and  constancy,  to  maintain  the  honour 
and    independence  of  his  crown  ;     no  elI:'ort 
has  been  wanting  on  the  part  of  his  majesty 
to  s.ipport   him    in  the   arduous  contest  in 
which    he   is  engaged. — The  recent  transac- 
tions  in  Spain  and  Italy  have  exhibited  new 
and  striking   proofs   of  the  unbounded  and 
ur;principled    ambition   which   actuates    the 
common  enemy  of  every  established  govern- 
ment  and   independent  nation  in  the  world. 
— His  majesty  views  with  tlie  liveliest  interest 
the  loyal  and  dc^tormined  spirit  manifested  by 
the  Spanish  ii.iiion,  in  resisting  the  violence 
and  perfidy  with  which  theirdearesi  rights  have 
been  assailed. — Thus  nobly  struggling  against 
the   tyranny    and  usurpation  of  France,  the 
Spanish    nation  can  no  longer  be  considered 
as   the    enemy  of    Great    Britain  ;    but   is 
recognized     by     his    m.ijesty   as   a    natural 
friend    and   ally. — We  are  commanded    to 
inform   you  tirat  comtnunications  have  been 
made   to  his    majesty   from   several    of  the 
provinces  of  Spain,  soliciting  the  aid  of  his 
m;  jesty.     I'he    answer  of   his    majesty  to 
these  communications   has  been  received  in 
Spain,   with   every   demonstration    of  those 
fientimc-Jifs  of  confidence  and  affection  which 
ar--  congenial  to  the  teelings  and  true  interests 
of  both  nations  :  and  his  majesty  commands 
us   to   assure   you,  that   he  will  continue  to 
make  every    exertion    in  his   power  for  the 
support  of  the  Spanish  cause  ;  guided  in  the 
choice  and  in  t'le  direction  of  his  exertions  by 
the  wishes  of  those  in  whose  behalf  they  are 
employed. — In     contributing  to  the  success 
of  this  just  and  glorious  cause,  his  majesty 
has    no   other  object  than  that  of  preserving 
unimpaired    the  integrity  and  independence 
of    the  Spanish    monarchy.     But    he  trusts 
th:it    the  same   efforts  which  are  directed  to 
that  great    object,  may,  under  the  blessing 
of  divine   providence,    le:ul   in  their  effects, 
and  by  their  example,  to   the   restoration  of 
the  hberties  and  the  peace  of  Europe. 

Spanish  Rkvolution. — Order  of  Council 
in  Engiaiid,  dotal -Ith  July,  1808. 
His  majesty  having  taken  into  his  con- 
sideration the  glorious  exertions  of  the 
Spanish  nation  for  the  deliverance  of  their 
country  from  the  tyranny  and  usurpation  of 
France,  and  the  assurances  which  his  nvA- 
jc^ty  has  received  from  several  of  the  pro* 


towards     this     kingdom  ;    his     majesty     is 
pleased,  by  rnd  with    the  advice  of  his  privy 
coimcil,  to  order,  and  it   is  hereby  ordered, 
— First,  that  all  hostilities  against  Spain,  on 
the  part  of  his   majesty,   shall  immediately 
cease. — Secondly,  That   the  blockade  of  all 
the  ports  of  Spain,  except  such  as  may  be 
still  in  the   possession   or   under  controul  of 
France,  shall  be  forthwith  raised. — Thirdly, 
That  all  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  Spain 
shall  have  free   admission   into  the   ports  of 
his  majesty's  dominions,  as  before  the  pre- 
sent     hostilities. —   Fourthly,     Ihat     all 
ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  Spain,  which 
shall  be  met  at   sea  by    his  majesty's   ships 
and  cruisers,  shall   be    treated  in   the  same 
manner  as  the  ships  of  states  in  amity  with 
his  majesty,  and  shall  be  suffered  to  carry  on 
any  trade  now  considered  by  his  majesty  to 
be  lawfully  carried  on    by  neutral  ships. — 
Fifthly,  That  all  vessels  and  goods  belonging 
to  persons  residing  in  the  Spanish   colonies, 
which  shall  be  detained  by  any   of  his  ma- 
jesty's cruisers  after  the  date  hereof,  shall  be 
brought   into   port,  and    shall  be   carefully 
preserved  in  safe   custody,  to  await  his  ma- 
jesty's further    pleasure,  vuitil    it    shall    be 
known  whether  the  said  colonies,  or  any  of 
them,  in    which    the   owners  of  such   ships 
and  goods  reside,  shall  have  made   common 
cause  with  Spain  against  the  power  of  France. 
— And     the    right    honourable    the    lords 
commissioners    of    his    majesty's   treasury, 
his  majesty's  principal  secretaries   of    state, 
the  lords  commissioners  of  the     admiralty, 
the  judge  of  the  high  court   of    admiralty, 
and  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  vice  admi- 
ralty, are  to  take  such   measures  herein   as 
to  them  may  respectively  appertain. 
Lord  Ciisllercagl;'s  Letter  to   the  Alayor  of 
London,  dated  \f.t  July,    1808. 
My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your   lordship,    that  dispatches   have   been 
received  from  mnjor-gcncral  Spencer,  dated 
off  Cadiz  the   d'h  inst.  by  which    it  appears 
that  a  negociation  had  been  entered  into  be- 
tween    his    majesty's  naval    and    military 
commanders  off  that    port,    with  deputies 
appointed   on  the  part   of  the   Provisional 
government  of  the   province  of  Andalusia, 
assembled  at  Seville,  the  result  of  which  had 
been  forwarded  for  the  approbation   of  the 
said  government. — Every  arrangement   hacl 
I  been  taken  lor  the  reduction   of  the  French 
I   ships,  and  admiral   Purvis  had  been    invited 
by  the  Spanish  commanders   to  anchor   his 
fleet    at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,   with  a 
1  view  to  co-operate  in   con)j)elling  the   com- 
mon enemy  to  surrender. — It  appears   that 
the  southern  provinces  of  Spain  had  decla^ 
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red  against  France,  and  dispatches  of  ilie  4th 
instant  received  fronn  lieut,  general  Sir  H. 
Dalrymple,  at  Gibraltar,  mention  that  the 
Spanish  army  before  that  fortress,  reinforced 
by  the  greater  part  of  the  garrison  of  Ceuta, 
had  marched  against  the  French. 


Spanish  Revolution. — Proclamation  ly 
the  Superior  Junta  of  the  Government. 
Dated  7 tk  June,    1808. 

(Continued  from  page  32.J 
When  the  morning  of  our  prosperity 
dawns,  is  it  possible  to  conceive  that  men 
incapable  of  the  high  destiny  prepared 
for  them,  who  lay  claim  to  the  honour- 
able title  of  true  Spaniards,  and  upright 
friends  of  their  country,  should  seek  to 
deceive  you,  and  give  us  up  to  all  the  hor- 
rors of  civil  war,  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  hero,  who  is  the  author  of  our  present 
blessings,  atid  must  be  the  wonder  of  pos- 
terity, was  fully  employed  in  the  develope- 
ment  of  those  plans  which  he  had  formed 
for  the  prosperity  of  Spain.  Certainly  the 
Junta  of  the  government  wish  to  remove  this 
error  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  so  praise- 
worthy for  their  patriotism;  and  in  the  mean- 
time they  at  present  see  with  pain,  that  some 
persons,  led  away  by  an  inconsiderate  zeal 
and  by  the  anxieties  of  a  mistaken  loyalty; 
that  others  misled  with  respect  to  the  true 
situation  of  their  country,  and  above  all  by 
the  secret  agents  of  a  hostile  nation,  actuated 
by  envy  of  the  prosperity  of  the  continent, 
have  been  able  to  lead  into  a  spirit  of  error  a 
part  of  the  good  inhabitants  of  some  of  the 
provinces,  and  to  sow  the  seeds  of  disunion 
and  insurrection.  Brave  Spaniards!  should 
you  permit  yourselves  to  be  deceived  by  their 
deceitful  pretences  ?  Understand  you  not 
that  t  hose  whoin  such  critical  circumstances  be- 
come the  apostles  of  insurrection,  and  counsel 
you  to  disobey  your  superiors,  are  the  true 
enemies  of  your  country?  What  do  those 
exciters  of  uproar  and  dissension  aim  at  ? 
Is  it  the  restoration  of  your  old  monarchs  ? 
These  are  out  of  Spain  : — what  can  they  ex- 
pect from  your  impotent  efforts  } — Is  it  to 
defend  the  laws  on  which  you  make  your 
future  prosperity  to  depend  ?  Who  then 
thinks  of  annulling  them  ? — On  the  contrary, 
is  it  not  in  contemplation  to  restore  to  t^ie 
nation  its  ancient  freedom  and  original  con- 
stitution, a  blessing  which  it  has  only  been 
permitted  us  within  these  few  days  to  think 
of?  Mistaken  inhabitants  of  the  provinces, 
what  would  you  be  at  ?  Will  you  bring 
down  upon  your  heads  all  the  horrors  of  war, 
see  your  fields  laid  waste,  your  cities  burnt, 
your  habitations  destroyed  ?  Think  you 
that  a  tamukuous  levy  of  brave  inhabitants, 
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without  militaty  skill,  without  chiefs,  without 
money,  without  magazines,  without  pro- 
visions, will  be  able  to  withstand  experi- 
enced armies,  and  soldiers  grown  old  m  the 
hnbits  of  victory  ?  The  Junta  still  flatters 
itself  that  you  will  reflect  on  the  fatal  conse- 
quences which  your  first  steps  must  infallibly 
produce,  if  unfortunately  a  foolish  obstinacy- 
prevent  you  fiom  quickly  returning  to  the 
path  of  submission  and  patriotism,  which  a 
inoment  of  error  has  permitted  you  to  desert. 
And  to  convince  you,  that  this -only  object  is 
the  better  to  instruct  you,  that  the  prince 
who  adores  them,  that  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  who  holds  our  destinies  in  his  hand, 
has  no  other  view  than  to  promote  your  pros- 
perity, the  Junta  will  make  known  to  you 
the  intentions  of  the  new  sovereign  who 
comes  to  rule  you.  Hear  and  judge  : — The 
Cortes, those  ancient  sureties  of  your  freedom, 
will  be  re-established,  more  powerful  and 
better  constituted  than  they  had  e\er  been  ; 
they  shall  be  assembled  at  least  every  three 
years,  and  as  often  as  the  wants  of  the  nation 
shall  make  their  assembling  necessary.  The 
yearly  expenditure  of  the  royal  establishment 
shall  be  limited;  the  sum  taken  out  of  the 
royal  treasury  for  that  purpose  shall  never  be 
increased;  it  shall  only  be  the  half  of  what 
has  hitherto  been  appropriated  to  the  same 
purpose.  The  Roman  catholic  religion  shall 
be  exclusively  ilvat  of  Spain  ;  no  other 
worship  shall  be  permitted.  Finally,  the 
Junta  of  government  have  strong  reasons  to 
hope  that  the  personal  contributions  levied 
daring  the  present  war  will  be  considerably 
diminished  in  consequence  of  the  improve- 
ments which  the  new  government  intends  ta 
make  in  the  mode  of  its  collection  ;  and 
while  the  warlike  and  political  situation  of 
Europe  will  require  the  greatest  exertions 
for  increasing  our  marine,  the  diminution  of 
our  land  tierces  may  be  hoped  for.  Add  to 
this,  that  useful  reforms  will  be  gradually 
made  in  all  the  departments,  public  credit 
shall  be  restored,  the  debt  shall  be  fixed  and 
paid  ofl'"in  a  few  years.  — The  administration 
of  justice  shdl  be  made  certain  by  invariable 
rules.  The  sovereign  authority  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  influence  its  course.  Agricul- 
ture will  be  encouraged,  commerce  anima- 
ted, and  population  increased.  The  army 
and  navy  will  resume  their  ancient  lustre  : 
all  the  'means  calculated  to  secure  general 
prosperity  will  be  put  in  motion.  Judge 
then,  whether  it  is  your  interest  to  draw  your 
swords,  in  order  that  your  own  happiness 
and  th;it  of  your  posterity  may  be  prevented, 
and  whether  those  who  light  up  the  fire  of 
di.scord  among  you  are  true  Spaniards,  and 
friends  of  their   country.     You  now  know, 


sil 
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Spaniards,  the  destiny  which  awaits  you  if 
you   preserve  among  yourselves  tranquillity 
and   order — if  you  heartily  unite  with  your 
government.     Every    thing   tends    to  your 
benefit,  and  approximates  the  moment  when 
your  happiness  shall  comnitnce.     But  if  you 
forget  this  wholesome  advice  of  the   Junta^ 
you  may  dread  the  just  wrath  of  a  monarch 
who  will  punish  a  blind  and  obstinate  crimi- 
nality  with  as  much   severity  as   he  would 
nobly  forgive   the  error  of  a  moment.     Are 
you  ignorant  that   numerous   French  armies 
are  already  in   Spain?     Do  you  not  know 
tVat  still  more  numerous   armies   ;ire   now 
crossing  the  frontiers  ?     The  provinces  which 
do  not  immediately  return  to  their  duty,  will 
be  occupied  by  the  French  troops,  and  treat- 
ed with  all  the  severity  of  manial  law.    The 
lieutenant-general  has  already  given  orders 
for  several  divisions  to   advance  and  punish 
the  rebellious,    but  the  Junta  of  the  govern- 
ment   wishing     to  save    several    provinces, 
in  which   disturbances    have    commenced, 
from  the  danger  which  threatens  them,  have, 
on  the  application  and  in  name  of  these  pro- 
rinces,  acknowledged  their  error,  and  pre- 
misedto  return  to  order,  his  imperial  highness 
has  graciously  accepted  their  request.     He 
has  suspended  the  punishment  of  the  guilty, 
but  that  punishment  will  be  terrible  if   the 
traitorous   suggestions   of  the  evil    disposed 
should  have  more  power  over  the    minds  of 
the  Spaniards,  than   the    paternal   voice  of 
their  magistrates,  their  clergy  and  sll   their 
authorities,  civil,  and  military. 
address  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Patriots,  in  se- 
veral  of  the  Provinces  and  Principolities 
ef  Spain.     Dated  in  the  Month  of  May, 
1808. 

Aeragon. 
Providence  has  preserved  in  Arragon  an 
immense  quantity  of  muskets,  ammunition, 
and  artillery,  which  have  not  treacherously 
been  sold,  or  delivered  to  the  enemies  of  our 
repose.  Your  patriotism,  your  loyalty,  and 
your  attachment  to  the  good  customs  which 
you  have  inherited  from  our  ancestors,  in- 
duced you  to  shake  off  the  disgraceful 
yoke,  which  was  prepared  for  us  by  sedition, 
and  by  the  false  promises  of  the  French 
government,  which  regulating  F  -'s  con- 
duct by  the  most  abominable  Machiavelism, 
merely  •ndeavouredto  deceiveus  and  all  Spain 
in  order  to  cover  with  shame  and  disgrace  the 
most  generous  nation  upon  earth.  You  have 
placed  implicit  confidence  in  me,  and 
this  honour  which  you  have  bestowed  ©n  me 
undeservedly,  obliges  me  to  tear  the  veil  of 
the  most  detestable  iniquity  and  injustice. 
My  life,  which  can  only  be  of  any  value  to  me 
as  far  as  it  can  promote  }  our  happiness  and 


[    the  prosperity  of  my  beloved  country,  is  the 
I  smallest  sacrifice  I  can  make  in  return  for 
i  he  many  proofs  of  confidence  and  love  with 
;  which    you    have  honoured   me.     Do  not 
doubt  it,  Arragonians  ;  my  mind  is  not  abl# 
to  harbour  crimes,  nor  to  associate    with 
j  thoso  who  cherish  and  protect  thewi.     Some 
[  of  the  depositaries  of  the  Cdnfidence  of  the 
I   Spanish  nation,   they  who  hold  the  supreme 
I  power  in  their  hands,  are  the  first  to  work 
!  your  ruin  by  every  means  which  malice  can 
I  suggest,  and  to  form  traitorous  connection* 
I  with  the  enemies  of  our  country.     Thirst  of - 
I  gold,  and  the  mistaken  idea  which  they  have 
perhaps  conceived,  to  defile  our  destinies  by 
their   iniquitous   proceedings,   make    then* 
view  with  indifference  the  destruction  of 
their  country.  Although  I  have  stronggrounds 
to  believe  it,  yet  I    shall  forbear  to  mention 
names,  lest  I  should  render  grief  still  more 
poignant.     At  this  time,  being  acquainted 
with  your  determination,  that  of  your  neigh- 
bours, the  inhabitants  of  Valentia,   and   all 
the  provinces  of  Spain,  where  the  same  sen- 
timents   are   entertained,    some    of     their 
leaders  have  perhaps  changed  their  deter- 
mination, embraced  the  cause   of  justice, 
and  endeavoured    to  shake  off  the  yoke, 
which    they  tried'  to   impose    on    us,    by 
means  the  most  iniquitous  and  base.     Should 
I  be  miBtaken  in  this  opinion,  time  will  dis- 
cover the  tmth.     Fear  not,    Arragonians  ; 
let  us  defend  the  most  just  of  causes,  and 
we  shall  be  invincible.    Theesemy's  troops 
now  in  Spain  are  not  able  to  withstand  our 
efforts.     Woe  betide  them,  should  they  ever 
dare  to  repeat   in  any  other  Spanish  town, 
what  they  did  in  Madrid  on  the  2d  May, 
sacrificing  without  pity,  and  calling  thoso 
seditious  and  assassins,  of  whom  they  had 
but  very  lately  received  honours  and  favours, 
which  they  did  not  deserve.     Bayonne  has 
witnessed  and  will  remember  the  acts  of 
violence,  which  after  a  long  series  of  trea- 
cheries and  frauds,  have  been  committed ; 
acts  of  violence,  which  clearly  appear  by 
the  striking  contradictions  found  in  the  pa- 
pers   published,      where     Charles  IV.   is 
charged  with  having  conspired  with  a  minis- 
ter, who  is  afterwards  appointed  a  member 
of  the  council  of  government  ;  where  the 
king,  his  son,  who  was  never  married  but 
once,  is  questioned  about  his  first  wife.     In 
consequence  thereof,  it  is  my  duty  to  declare, 
and  I  accordingly  do  hereby  declare   what 
follows  :  —  1.  That  the  French  Emperor,  all 
the   individuals  of    bis   family,  and   every 
French  general   and  ofiScer,    shall  be  per- 
sonally responsible  for  the  safety  of  the  king, 
and  of  his  brother  and  uncle.     2.  That,  ir» 
case  any  violence  should  be  attempted  against 
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lives  so  valuable,  in  order  that  Srinn  may   , 
not  be  without  a  king,  t'le  nation  will  make  j 
use  ot"  tiieir  (elective  ri^'it  in  favour  ot  the  i 
Archclnkti   Cliarie.s,  a>.     -.onhew  ot    Charles  j 
III    in  cast'  llAai  the  Pnuv^i  ot  Sicily,  or  the 
Iniant  Don  Pedro,  anci  ilie  other  heirs  should 
not  be  able  to  concur.     3.  That  should  the 
French    army  coiuiuit  any  robberies,  devas- 
tation, and  muideis,  either  in  Madrid  or  any 
other  town,  invaded  by  the  French  troops, 
they   -hall    be  considered  as   guilty  of  high 
treason,  and  no  quarter  shall  be  given  to  any 
of  them.  4.  Thar  all  the  transactions   which 
have  hitherto  taken  place, shall  be  considered 
as  illegal, void, and  extorted  by  violence, which 
is  known    to  be   p'-acti,sed   in   both  places. 
5.  That   what   may   hereafter    be  done   in 
Bayonne,  shall  also   be   considered  as  null 
and  void  ;  and   all  who  sh;ill  take  an  active 
part  in  the  like  transactions,  shall  be  deemed 
traitors  to  their  country.     6.  That  all  desert- 
ers  of  the  French  army  who  shall  present 
themselves,  shall   be   admitted   in  Arragon, 
and  treated  with  that  generosity  which  forms 
a  prominent  feature  of  the  Spanish  national 
character  :    they  shall  be  disarmed  and  con- 
ducted to  this  capital,  where  they  may   en- 
list in   our  troops.     7-  All  other   provinces 
and  kingdoms  of  Spain,  not  yet  invaded  by 
the  enemy,  are  invited  to  meet  by  deputiesat 
Termal,  or  any  other  suitable  place,  to  no- 
minate a   lieutenant-general,  whose   orders 
shall  be  obeyed   by  the  particular  chiefs  of 
the  different  kingdoms.     8    The  foregoing 
manifesto  shall  be  printed  and  published  in 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Arragon  ;  and  it  shall 
also  be  circulated  in  the  capitals  and  principal 
places  of  all  the  provinces  and  kingdoms  of 
Spain.     Given  in  the  head-quarters  at  Sara- 
gossa,  the31stMay,  1608. — Palafox,  Go- 
vernor and  Captain- General  of  the  Kingdom 
oj  Arragon, 

ASTURIA. 

Loyal  Asturians !  beloved  countrymen  ! 
your  first  wishes  are  already  fulfilled.  The 
principality,  discharging  those  duties  which 
are  most  sacred  to  men,  has  altljady  for- 
mally declared  war  against  France.  You 
may  perhaps  dread  this  vigorous  resolution. 
But  what  other  measure  could  or  ought  we 
to  adopt  ?  Shall  there  be  found  one  single 
man  among  us,  who  prefers  the  vile  and 
ignominious  death  of  slaves  to  the  glory  of 
dying  on  the  field  of  honour,  with  arms  in 
his  hand,  defending  our  unfortunate  mo- 
narch, our  homes,  qur  children,  and  our 
"wives  ?  If  the  very  moment,  when  those 
bands  of  banditti  were  receiving  the  kindest 
offices  and  favours  from  the  inhabitants  of 
our  capital,  they  murdered  in  cold  blood 
U|)wards  of  two  thousand  people^    for  no 
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other   reason,    than  their  having  defended 
their  insulted  brethren,   what  could  we  ex- 
pect from  them,  had  we  submitted  to  their 
dominion  ?      Their  perfidious  conduct  to- 
wards our  king  and  his  whole  family,  whorri 
they  deceived  and  decoyed  into  France  under 
the  promise  of  an  eternal  armistice,  in  order 
to  chain  them  all,  has  no  precedent   in   his- 
tory.      Their  conduct  towards  the   whole 
nation,  is  more  iniquitous  than  we  had  tbo 
right  to  expect  from  a  horde  of  Hottentots. 
— ^They  have  profaned  our  temples  ;    they 
have  insulted   our  religion  ;    they  have  as- 
sailed our  wives  J  in  fine,  they  have  broken  all 
their  promises,  and  there  exists  no  right  which 
they  have  not  violated.  To  arms,  Asturians, 
to  arms  !  let  us  not  forget,  that  Asturias  at 
the  time  of    another  invasion,   which  un- 
doubtedly was  less   unjust,  restored  the  mo- 
narchy.    Let  us  aspire  to  the  same  glory  ou 
the  present  occasion.     Let  us  recollect  that 
no  foreign  nation  could  ever  lord  it  over   us, 
whatever  exertion  it  may  have  made  for  that 
purpose.      Let  us  offer  up  our  prayers  to  the 
God  of  Hosts.     Let  us  implore   the  inter- 
cession of  our  Lady  of  Battles,  whose  imaga 
is  worshipped  in  the  most  antient  temple   of 
Covadonga  ;  and  perfectly  sure  that  she  can- 
not forsake  us  in  so  just  a  cause,    let  us  rush 
upon  our  detestable  enemy,  and  annihilate 
and  drive  out  of  our  peninsula,  a  people  so 
base  and  treacherous.     This-  demand   is   ad- 
dressed to  you  in  the  name  of    your  repre- 
sentatives, by  the  procurator  general  of  tha 
principality. — Alvaro  Florez  Estauda. 

OviEDO, 

The  council  general  of  the  principality 
must  Rot  lose  a  moment  to  publish  the 
following  letter  which  has  just  been  received 
from  their  king,  Ferdinand  the  VIL  and  the 
authenticity  of  which  is  ascertained  by  on« 
of  the  members  of  the  council,  who  possesses 
the  most  unquestionable  knowledge  thereof. 
On  the  first  cover  is  the  superscription — 
"  To  the  royal  assemblage  of  Oviedo." 
1'he  second  is  superscribed — "  To  the  chief 
**  of  arms  of  Asturias." — "  Noble  As- 
turians.— I  am  surrounded  on  all  sides,  and 
a  victim  of  perfidy.  You  saved  Spain  under 
worse  circumstances  than  the  present.  Be- 
ing now  prisoner,  I  demand  not  from  you 
the  crown,  but  I  require,  that,  concerting  a 
well  digested  plan  with  the  neighbouring  pro- 
vinces, you  do  assert  your  liberty,  and  not 
submit  to  a  foreign  yoke,  nor  subject  your- 
selves to  the  treacherous  enemy,  who  de- 
spoils of  his  rights  your  unfortunate — 
Prince  Ferdinand.— —Bayonnne,  May 
8th,  1808." — To  expressions  so  energetic 
and  impressive  the  council  ought  not  to  add 
any  observation  ;  but  with  the  most  poig- 
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nant  grief  they  mingle  their  tears  with  those 

of  all  their  beloved  and  taithful  countrymen, 

to    whom    the   letter   is    communicated. — 

Juan  de  Akgueker  Toral,  Act.  Secretary. 
Galicia. 
Brave  Spaniards, — 'Ihe  abdication  of  his 

kingdom  by  our  Sovereign  Ferdinand  VII. 

officially  communicated   to  us,  is  the  most 

striking  proof   of   the  violence  he  suffers. 

He  thereby  manifests  to  us  his  want  of  liber- 
ty  and  power,   and  the   grief  he   feels   on 

being  compelled,  by  despotism  and  tyranny, 

to  separate   himself  from  his   subjects;   he 

implicitly  demands  our  assistance.     It  is  in- 
tended to  substitute  in  his  place  a  haughty 

and  perfidious  conqueror,  who  meditates  the 

effusion  of  your   blood,  to  satiate  his   san- 
guinary appetite  and  his  boundless  ambition, 

a"?  he  has  hitherto  profusely  shed  the  blood 

of  the  noble,  brave  and  loyal  French  nation. 

He  means  to  drng,  by  main  force,  the  most 

illustrious  Spanish  youths,  whither  the  good 

faith  of  our  monarch  has  already  sent  a  great 

part  of  them,  without  any  other  object  than 

to  aggrandize  a  man,  for  whom  the  world 
does  not  appear  to  be  sufficiently  extensive, 
and  who  gluts  on  human  blood.  The  re- 
ward of  that  generous  act,  has  been  a  per- 
fidious conduct,  unprecedented  in  the  annals 
of  civilized  nations.  The  stratagems,  the 
frauds,  the  treacheries,  are  notorious,  which 
Napoleon  has  employed  to  introduce,  in  the 
quality  of  an  intimate  ally  and  a  faithful 
friend,  his  troops  to  our  very  capital,  and 
makes  himself  master  of  the  fortresses  on 
our  frontiers;  to  haniss  the  feelings  of  our 
monarch  ;  to  cause  dislurbances  among  the 
people;  to  rob  us  of  our  king,  princes,  and 
int'anto,  and  to  controul  with  an  iron  hand 
the  deliberation  of  our  government,  which, 
without  liberty,  gives  orders  which  itabhors, 
ruled  as  they  are  by  a  foreign  regent  and 
intruder.  This  scandalous  conduct,  and 
that  which  he  has  committed  with  regard  to 
Etiuria,  and  onr  neighbours  the  Portuguese, 
point  out  to  us  the  degree  of  fideliiy  and 
faith  which  we  may  expect  from  the  high 
sounding  promises  with  which  he  means  to 
cloak  his  malignant  designs,  treating  us  as  a 
people  at  once  insensible  and  dastardly ! — 
Shall  a  cultivated,  brave,  and  generous  na- 
tion, bend  its  neck  under  the  yoke  of  per- 
fidy ?  Shall  it  allow  itself  to  be  insulted  by 
injuries — the  most  perfidious,  immoral,  and 
disgraceful,  committed  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  world  ;  and  submit  to  the  most  humi- 
liating slavery  prepared  for  it  ?  No,  noble 
Galicians,  such  are  not  the  dictates  of  your 
noble  mind*.  Glowing  with  the  most  vir- 
tuous ardour  and  noblest  enthusiasm,  yon 
have    aheady    expressed   your  sentiments. 
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worthy   of  the   praise  and  iniitation   of  al* 
Spaniards.     You  rather  wish  to  die.   than  to 
see  your  independence  trampled  under  foot, 
your  religion  destroyed,  your  king  in   cap- 
tivity,   and  your  country  threatened    with 
a  yoke   equally    burthensome    and    unjustj 
Quicken    the   generous  sentiments  of  your 
noble   minds.     Fly   to   arms^  not  like   that 
monster,  to  indulge  an  inordinate  ambition  j 
not  like  him,  to  violate  the  rights  of  huma- 
nity and  the  law  of  nations;  not  to  render 
us   odious   to   mankind ;    not    to   offend   a 
generous   and   friendly   nation,  ruled   by  a 
monster   already  become  insufferable  upon 
earth. — Fly  to  arms,  to  assist  your  country- 
men ;  to   rescue  your  king  from  captivity; 
to  restore  to  our  government  liberty,    ener- 
gy, and  vigour  ;  to  preserve  your  lives  and 
those  of  your   children ;    to    maintain    the 
uncontrouled  right  of  enjoying  and  disposing 
of  your  property  ;  to  assert  the  independence 
of  your  native  soil  ;  and,  above  all,  to  de- 
fend your  sacred  religion.    Employ  tlie  arms 
which   she   tenders  ;  arm  your  minds  with 
the  fear   of  God;  implore   the  aid  of  the 
immaculate  conception,  and  of  the  glorious 
Apostle  St.  Jacob,  our  patron  ;  aid  confident 
of  success  in  so  glorious  a  cause,  rush  torth 
to  grasp  the  victory  which    is  prepared  for 
you  by  their  intercession,  and  the  justice  of 
your  cause. — And  ye,  corporations  and  pri- 
vate  individuals,  who,  from  your  situatioa 
and  circumstances,    cannot   take   up   arms, 
assist  your  brethren  with  your  property  .md 
fortunes.      You   are  concerned   more  than 
any  other  subject  in  this  demand  ;  sacrifice 
spontaneously   part  of  your   property,  that 
you  inay  not   be  depri .  ed  of  the  whole  by 
violence.     Do  not  delay  that  sacrifice  a  mo- 
ment, if  you  wish  that  by   the  prompt  exe- 
cution of  a  well  combined  plan,  the  fury  of 
an  enemy  be  checked,  who   is  accustomed 
at   all    times   to  act  with    the    rapidiiy    of 
lightning.     Divest  yourselves  of  all  private 
views,  and  hesitate  not  ;  for  otherwise  you 
yourselves,  your  wives,  children,  and  fami- 
lies, will  become   the  victims  of  the   most 
inveterate  revenge. — Dow   Manual  Ac^a, 
Sec. 

PRECAUTIONS, 

JVhich  it  v'lll  le  prnfier  to  oiserve  thrnugh" 
out  the  df{)\'ieut  Provinces  of  Spain,  in 
the  necessity  to  which  they  have  been 
driven  by  the  French,  of  resisting  the 
vnjust  and  violent  possession  uhich  their 
Jnnics  are  endeavouring  to  take  of  the 
Kingdom. 

We  cannot  doubt  a  moment  of  the 
exertions  which  the  imited  provinces  of 
Spain  would  make  to  obstruct  and  defeat 
tke  malicious  designs  of  the  French,  and 
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that  they  will  sacrifice  even  their  lives  on  | 
this  occasion,  the  most  important,  and  even  J 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  nation, 
both  in  the  thing  itself,  and  in  the  horrible 
means  of  ingratitude  and  perfidy  by  which 
the  French  have  undertaken,  pursued,  and 
are  still  endeavouring  to  effect  our  slavery  : — 

1.  Let  the  first  object  be  to  avoid  itll  general 
aetions,  and  to  convince  ourselves  of  the 
very  great  hazards,  without  any  advantage, 
or  even  the  hope  of  it,  to  which  they  would 
expose  us.  The  reasons  of  this  resolution 
.are  many,  and  such  as  any  one  will  discover 
who  has  the   use  of   his   understanding. — 

2.  A  war  of  partisans  is  the  system  which 
suits  us  5  the  embarrassing  and  wasting  the 
enemy's  armies  by  want  of  provisions,  des- 
troying bridges,  throwing  up  entrenchments 
in  proper  situations,  and  othersirailar  means. 
The  situation  of  Spain,  its  many  moun- 
tains, and  the  passes  which  they  present, 
its  rivers  and  torrents,  and  even  the  colloca- 
tion of  its  provinces,  invite  us  to  carry  on 
this  species  of  warfare  successfully. — 3.  It 
is  indispensibh  that  each  province  should 
have  its  general,  of  known  talents,  and  of 
such  experience  as  our  situation  permits,  that 
his  heroic  loyalty  should  inspire  the  utmost 
confidence,  and  that  every  general  should 
have  under  his  command  olEcers  of  merit, 
particularly  of  artillery  and  engineers. — 
4.  As  a  combined  union  of  plans  is  the 
soul  of  every  well  concerted  enterprize,  and 
that  which  alone  can  promise  and  facilitate 
a  successful  issue,  it  apoears  indispensible 
that  there  should  be  three  generalissimos, 
who  should  act  in  concert  with  each  other 
—one  who  should  command  in  the  four 
kingdoms  of  Andalusia,  in  Mureia,  and 
Lower  Estramadura — another  in  Galicia, 
Upper  Estramadura,  Old  and  New  Castile, 
and  Leon — another  in  Valencia,  Arragon, 
and  Catalonia  j  a  person  of  the  greate.st 
credit  being  appointed  to  Navarre,  the 
Biscayan  Provinces,  Montanus,  Asturias, 
Rinja,  and  the  North  of  Old  Castile,  for  the 
purposes  which  will  be  mentioned  hereafter. 
— 5.  Each  of  these  generals  and  general- 
issimos will  ferm  an  army  of  veterans, 
troops  and  peasantry  united,  and  put  him- 
self in  a  situation  to  undertake  entei  prises, 
and  to  succour  the  most  exposed  points, 
keeping  up  always  frequent  communication 
with  the  other  generalissimos,  in  order  that 
all  may  act  by  common  accord,  and  assist 
one  another. — 6.  Madrid  and  La  Mancha 
require  an  especial  general,  to  concert  and 
execute  the  enterprizes  which  their  particu- 
lar local  situation  demands: — his  only  object 
must  be  to  embarrass  the  enemy's  armies,  to 
take  awa/  ox  cutoff  their  piovisions^  to  attack 
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them  in  flank  and  rear,  and  not  to  leave 
them  a  moment  of  repose.  The  courage  of 
these  inhabitants,  is  well  known,  and  they 
will  eagerly  embiace  such  enterprizes  if 
they  are  led  as  they  should  be.  In  tho 
succession  war  the  enemy  entered  twice  into 
the  interior  of  the  kingdom,  and  even  a« 
far  as  its  capital,  and  this  was  the  cause  of 
defeat,  their  entire  ruin,  and  their  utter 
failure  of  success. — y.  The  generalissimos 
of  the  North  and  East  will  block  up  the 
entrances  to  the  provinces  under  their  com- 
mand, and  come  to  the  assistance  of  any 
one  that  may  be  attacked  by  the  enemy,  to 
prevent  as  much  as  possible  all  pillage,  and 
preserve  its  inhabitants  from  the  desolation 
of  war  3  the  ir)any  mountains  and  defiles 
which  are  on  the  confines  of  these  provinces 
being  favourable  to  such  projects. — 8.  The 
destination  of  the  general  of  Navarre,  Bis- 
cay and  the  rest  of  this  department  is  the 
most  important  of  all,  in  which  he  will  be 
assisted  by  the  generals  of  the  North  and 
East  :  with  the  troops  and  other  succours 
which  he  stands  in  need  of.  His  whole 
business  must  be  to  shut  the  entrance  of 
Spain  against  fresh  French  troops  j  and  to 
harrass  and  destroy  thase  that  return  from 
Spain  to  France  by  this  point.  The  very- 
rugged  local  situation  of  these  provinces  will 
be  of  singular  advantage  in  such  a  design, 
and  these  enterprises,  if  well  concerted  and 
carried  into  execution,  will  no  doubt  be 
successful  :  and  the  same  may  be  understood 
o-f  the  different  points  by  which  the  French 
troops  which  are  in  Portugal  may  come  into 
Spain,  or  by  which  French  troops  may  enter 
through  Rolissillon  into  Catalana,  for  thera 
is  not  much  to  be  apprehended  for  Arragon. 
And,  even  from  Portugal,  it  is  not  thought 
that  they  will  e.scape,  on  account  of  the 
proclamations  which  have  been  circulated  in 
that  kingdom,  and  the  hatred  which  they 
before  bore  to  the  French  being  encreased 
without  measure  by  the  innumerable  evils 
which  they  have  been  made  to  sutler,  and 
the  cruel  oppression  in  which  they  are  held 
by  them. — 9.  At  the  same  time  it  would  be 
very  proper  that  the  generalissimo  should 
publish  and  circulate  frequent  proclamations 
amongst  the  people,  and  rouse  their  courage 
and  loyalty,  shewing  them  that  they  have 
every  thing  to  fear  from  the  horrible  perfidy 
with  which  the  French  have  dealt  with  ail 
Spain,  and  even  with  their  king  Ferdinand 
VII.  and  that  if  they  ruleover  us  all  is  lost, 
kings,  monarchy,  property,  liberty,  inde- 
pendence, and  religion  ;  and  that  therefore 
it  is  necessary  to  sacrifice  our  lives  and  pro- 
perly in  defence  of  the  king,  and  of  the 
country,    and   though  our  lot  (v.-hich   ws 
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hope  will  never  come  to  pass)  sliould  destine 
ns  to   become  slaves,     let    us   becooie   so 
fighting  and   dying  like  gallant  men,    not 
giving  up  ourselves  basely  to  the   yoke  like 
sheep,    as   the   laic    in/'amous    gvucrnment 
would  have  done,  and  ^fixins;  upon  Spain  and 
her  slavery  eternal  isnoviiny   and  disgrace. 
France  has  never   domineered  over  vis,  nor 
■ether  toot  in  our  territory.     We  have  many 
times  mastered  her,    not  by  deceit,  but  by 
force  of  arms ;    we  have  made   her   kings 
prisoners,    and  we  have  made   th?   nation 
tremble — we  are  the   same  Spaniards  ;  and 
iVance,  and  Europe,  and  the   world   shall 
see,  that  we  are  not   less   gallant,    nor   less 
brave  than  the  most  glorious  of  our  ancestors. 
— 10.  All  persons  of  education  in   the  pro- 
vinces should  be  stimulated  to  frame,    print, 
'nd   publish  frequent   short  discourses,    in 
order  to  preserve  the  public   opinion,    and 
the  ardour  of  the  nation,    confuting  at  the 
same  time  the  infamous   diaries  of  Madrid, 
which  the  baseness   of    the  late  government 
has  permitted,  and  still  permits   to  be  pub- 
lished in  lVI;:drid  itself,    and  has    caused    to 
be  circulated  abroad,  detecting  their   false- 
hoodsand  continual  contradictious  ;  let  them 
cover  with  shame  the  miserable  authors  of 
these  diaries,    and  sometimes  extend  their 
remarks  to    those   Charlatans,    the   French 
Gazeteers,  and  even  to  their  iMunileur :  and 
let  them  display  and  publish  to  Spain,  to  all 
Europe,  their  horrible  falsehoods  and  venal 
praises,  for  they  atlord  abundant  matter  for 
such  a  work.     Let  all  such  pervert cni  minds 
tremble  at  Spain,  and  let  France  know  that 
Spaniards  have  thoroughly  penetrated  their 
designs,  and  therefcve  it  is  that  they  justly 
detest  and  abominate  them,    and    that  they 
vill  sooner  lay  down  their  lives  than  submit 
to  their  iniquitous  and  barbarous   yoke. — 
11.  Care  shall  be   taken  to  explain    to  the 
ration,    and  to  convince  thciB,    that  when 
freed,  as  we  trust  to  be,  from  this  civil  war, 
to  which  the  French  have   forced   us,    and 
when  placed  in  a  state  of    tranquillity,  onr 
lord  and  king  Ferdinand  VII.  being  restored 
to  the  tlirone,  under  him  and  by   him  the 
Cortes  will  Le   assenillcd,    abuses  reformed, 
and  such  laws  shall  be  enacted   as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  time  and  experience  may 
dictate  for  the  public  good   and  happiness. 
Things  which  we  Spnniards   know  how  to 
do,  which  we  have  done   as  well  as   other 
na'ions,  without  any  iiecessity  that  the  vile 
French   should  come  to  instruct  us,    and, 
Eccoi  ding  to  their  custom,    under  the  mask 
of  friendship,  and  wishes  for  our  happiness, 
.should  contrive,  for  tlrs  alone  they  are  con- 
triving, to  })lunder  us,  lo  violate  our  women, 
to  assassinate  us,  to  deprive  us  of  our  liberty, 
cur  laws,  and  our  king,    lo  scoft'   at  and 


destroy  our  holy  religion,  as  they  have  hi- 
therto done,  and  will  always  continue  to  do 
so  long  as  the  spirit  ot  peiiidy  and  ambition 
which  oppresses  and  tyrannises  over  them 
shall  endure. — "  Juan  Baltista  I'ardo, 
Secietary."  By  Order  ot  the  Supreme  Junta. 

LEOX. 

When  we  behold  the  great  and  noble  re- 
sistance which  is  at  this  moment  oppo-<ed  by 
the  provinces  of  Galicia  and  Asturias,  to  the 
projects  of  the  ba.sest  and  nujst  execrable  of 
tyrants,  it  is  impossible  to  believe  but  that 
they  must  be  seconded  t)y  all,  who,  like 
themselves,  have  a  sovereign  to  avenge, 
sacred  rights,  and  a  country  to  defend.  Still, 
should  any  be  restrained  by  fear  ;  should  any 
fail  to  concur  in  the  sentiment  which  calls 
them  to  arms  .^g;nnst  an  vmprincipled  op- 
pressor, it  will  sutficiently  determijie  thtm 
if  we  recal  to  their  memory  what  Sp.4in  owes 
to  the  virtues,  to  the  courage,  to  the  he- 
roism of  Ptlnge,  to  the  valour  and  to  the 
patriotism  of  Rodrigue  Diare  de  Biwr— • 
These  two  great  men,  one  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Asturias,  the  other  from  that  of 
Castile,  were  called  forth  at  diti'erent  epo- 
chas,  but  both  equally  difficult,  each  to  pre- 
serve our  country  from  a  foreign  yoke.  To 
their  characters,  and  to  the  sentiments  of 
enthusiasm  which  they  excited  in  every 
breast,  does  Spain  owe  the  glory  and  the 
happiness  which  she  has  so  lung  enjoyed.— 
Shoidd  the  government  of  Asturias  discover 
tLat  any  part  of  the  inhahitant.s  take  up 
arms  coldly  or  indifferently  in  the  defence  of 
the  country,  letitaddress  to  them  those  sen- 
timents which  the  immortal  Pelage  addressed 
to  the  citizens,  to  his  brave  companions  in 
arms,  when  a  formidable  and  cruel  enemy- 
wished  to  subjugate  them  to  his  power  :— 
"  It  is  no  longer  lime  to  deliberate,"  said 
this  virtuous  and  courageous  Spaniard,  under 
circumstances  nearly  resembling  the  present ; 
"  the  nature  of  our  cause,  the  situation  of 
our  affiivs,  and  those  of  the  enemy,  require 
proiyplitude  and  activity,  and  that  we  should 
not  waste  our  time  in  useless  deliberation. 
We  arm  to  re  establish  our  altars,  our  reli- 
gion, our  glories,  the  liberty  of  our  children, 
of  our  friends,  of  our  country  !  to  place  in 
safety  the  honour  and  chastity  of  our  wives ; 
to  rid  ourselves  of  the  yoke  of  a  corqueror 
base  as  he  is  cruel,  who  has  covered  himself 
with  our  spoils,  and  under  whose  dread 
dominion  our  lives  could  not  boast  the  secu- 
rity of  a  moment. — If  ever  opportunity  oc- 
curred to  lempt  a  niost  glorious  enterprise, 
this  is  the  moment — this  moment  in  which 
we  are  assembled,  united,  bound  together 
by  a  chain  of  interest,  which  equally  con- 
cerns all  !  Inhabitants  of  the  mountaiss,  and 
ye  of  the  vallics !     Hear  our  determinatic* 
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*o  arm,  and  join  yourselve?  to  us.  Those 
even,  whom  the  love  of  tranquillity  hath 
hitherto  deceived,  and  still  retained  among 
the  Moors,  I  now  behold  ready  to  break 
their  fetters,  and  join  those  who  has- 
ten to  accomplish  the  great  purpose  of  their 
struggle.  The  Moors  in  short  are  occupied 
with  great  projects;  but  for  us,  necessity 
snould  put  an  end  to  indecision,  we  have 
taken  the  first  step,  there  is  no  longer  time 
to  retract ;  already  they  march  against  us  j 
while  we  hesitate  t©  place  ourselves  in  a  dis- 
position to  drive  the  enemy  from  our  moun- 
tains, we  shall  be  surrounded,  we  shall  have 
no  escape,  and  we  are  too  great  in  number 
to  subsist  upon  the  stinted  produce  of  bare 
and  sterile  rocks. — Come  on  then  ! — God, 
whose  cause  we  support  against  the  enemies 
of  his  name,  will  tight  for  us  while  we  fight 
for  him,  and  the  hand  which  has  punibhed 
us  because  we  have  forgotten  him,  will  for- 
tify our  arms  in  a  war  undertaken  for  the 
honour  of  his  glory  !  Let  us  put  our  con- 
fidence in  the  invincible  strength  of  the  Al- 
mighty !  I  will  lerd  you  to  battle  ;  I  will 
ever  be  the  first,  and  will  require  of  you  no- 
thing but  that  of  which  I  will  set  you  an 
example."— This  harangue,  so  suitable  (o  the 
occasion,  produced  then  the  same  etFect  as 
it  will  produce  to-day.  At  the  voice  of  Pe- 
lage, all  the  Asturians  took  up  arms,  each 
of  them  performed  prodigies  of  valour  ;  Can- 
tabria  and  Galicia  severally  sent  deputies, 
praying  to  be  admitted  into  the  confedera- 
tion of  Asturias  ;  tliey  were  received,  their 
means  united,  and  the  Moors  were  conquer- 
ed.— Three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  years 
afterwards,  Spain  had  another  defender ; 
this  was  Rodrigue  Diare  de  Bivar,  a  fierce 
and  noble  Castilian  of  the  city  of  Burgos, 
This  virtuous  citizen  and  gallant  warrior, 
burning  with  desire  to  secure  the  liberty  of 
his  country,  did  not  hesitate  to  remonstrate 
with  animation,  in  a  council  where  the 
king  of  Caitile  himself  presided.  He  said  he 
was  ashamed  to  deliberate  upon  the  preten- 
jions  of  the  emperor  Henry  II.;  that  the  in- 
dependence of  Spain  was  established  above 
all  titles  !  that  base  Spaniards  alone  could 
admit  of  its  being  compromised  !  that  it 
should  be  upheld  even  at  the  expeixe  of  life, 
and  that  he  would  declare  himself  the  enemy 
of  that  man  who  should  advise  the  king  to 
tarnish  its  lustre  ! — If  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
instead  of  betraying  his  sovereign  and  his 
country,  had  had  the  foresight,  the  loyalt), 
or  the  energy  of  the  two  great  men  we  have 
just  cited,  the  pretensions  of  Buonaparte, 
like  those  of  Henry,  would  have  been  re- 
ceived with  indignation.  As  the  Moors 
were,  under  Philip,  so  the  French  would 
,  h.^ve  been  expelled,  and  Spain  v.ould    ha-. e 
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been  saved.  What  has  not  hitherto  been 
done,  may  yet  be  achieved  ;  but  for  that 
purpose  there  must  be  unanimity  among 
principals,  and  a  reunion,  wisely  combined, 
of  all  our  forces  and  of  all  our  means. — With-* 
out  this  concurrence  to  retain  our  country's 
welfare,  without  the  most  resolute  courage 
to  drive  from  her  bosom  a  cruel  and  perfi- 
dious enemy,  like  an  ensiaved  people,  w» 
shall  lose  our  fleet,  our  arsenals  ;  our  army 
will  be  disbanded  or  sent  into  Germany, 
our  militia  disarmed,  our  clergy  despoiled 
and  destroyed,  our  churches  pillaged,  our 
altars  proianed,  the  lands  of  our  grandees 
confiscated,  our  commerce  ruined,  our  pos- 
sessions beyond  sea  no  longer  belonging  to 
our  capital;  the  kingdom  drained  by  enor- 
mous contributions  ;  Spain,  in  short,  hap- 
py and  free  under  her  kings,  will  be  reduced 
to  the  most  frightful  slavery. — To  avoid  ca- 
lamities so  dreadful,  one  only  resource  re- 
mains to  us.  It  is  to  rally  round  the  stand- 
ard which  the  provinces  of  Galicia  and  of 
Asturias  have  raised,  in  defence  of  religion, 
of  justice  and  of  honour.  Children  of  our 
country  !  we  will  be  worthy  of  ourselves  ; 
let  us  perpetuate  the  glory  with  which  our 
ancestors  are  covered  :  great,  like  them,  let 
us  think  no  sacrifices  too  much,  when  we 
have  our  liberties  to  preserve,  the  massacre 
of  our  parents,  or  our  friends,  to  revenge, 
our  wives  and  children  to  defend.  If,  to  the 
shame  of  the  Spanish  nation,  there  have 
been  found  men,  such  enemies  to  themselves 
and  to  their  country,  as  to  hasten  to  the  feet 
of  the  tyrant,  and  prostitute  before  him  their 
existence  and  their  rights,  let  us  nevertheless 
hope,  that  the  chiefs  of  the  Spani-sh  league 
will  not  like  Pelage,  have  to  guard  against 
designs  such  as  those  of  the  archbishop  of 
Seville,  who  was  base  enough  to  betray  his 
faith,  his  God,  his  king,  «^nd  his  country. 
Let  us  endeavour  to  believe,  that  tiie  great 
and  laudable  example  winch  the  bishop  of 
OvieJo  and  of  Composttila  have  afforded, 
shall  be  lullowed,  not  only  by  allthose  in  iha 
kingdom,  bat  likevvi.se  by  every  mcniuer  of 
our  respectable  cltrgy,  stcul«r  and  rc-gular, 
who,  alike  interested  as  the  ministers  of  re- 
ligion, an  .  as  good  citizens,  to  punish  crime, 
tc.>  accelerate  the  triumph  of  \irlue,  and  to 
pre-;erve  Spain  from  tlie  di.'grace  and  oppres- 
sion ofa  foreign  yoke  ! — Signed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council  at  Leon,  ]\L'.y  17th, 
ISOS. 

ADDRESS    TO    THE    FRENCH. 

Frenchmen. — You  possess  no  longer  ei- 
ther laws  or  iibeily,  nor  any  good  whatever; 
with  Streams  of  blood  shed  by  yourselves 
and  )our  children,  you  have  been  compelled, 
to  enslave  Europe.  A  family,  not  French, 
reigns  over  you  and  several  European  na- 
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tions,  without  (he  least  benefit  to  France,  or 
any  other  people.  Sp.iin,  yotir  constant 
ally  hns  contributed  yon  know,  by  a  variety 
f>("  means,  to  your  trinmphs;  and  yet  she 
has  been  despoiled  ot"  her  laws,  her  mo- 
narch, and  her  greatness,  her  very  religion 
is  threatened  ;  and  all  this  has  hitherto  been 
nchieved,  not  by  gallaotry  and  valour,  but 
by  treachery  and  fraud,  in  wliich  you  are 
forced  to  co-operate  ;  your  valiant  arms  are 
defiled  ;  you  are  made  to  assist  in  deeds  of 
infamy,  inconsistent  with  your  generous 
character  and  with  the  name  of  the  great  na- 
tion, which  you  have  acquired." — French- 
men, the  Spanish  nation,  your  ally  and 
generous  friend,  invites  you  to  withdraw 
from  banners,  which  are  destined  to  enslave 
all  nations,  and  to  enlist  under  our's,  which 
are  raised  for  the  best  of  causes,  to  defend 
our  laws  and  our  king,  whereof  we  have 
been  robbed,  not  by  force  of  arms,  but  by 
fraud,  treachery,  and  ingratitude  of  the 
deepest  dye.  We  all  will  die,  and  you 
should  die  with  us  to  wipe  oft'  the  stain 
which  will  otherwise  indelibly  disgrace  your 
nation.  The  Spaniards  tender  you  the  just 
reward  for  such  an  action;  with  open  arms 
will  they  receive  you,  and  fight  by  your  side  ; 
and  when  the  war  shall  be  terminated  with 
that  success,  which  they  have  every  reason 
to  expect,  land  shall  be  given  you,  which 
you  may  cultivate  unmolested,  and  pass  your 
remaining  days  anaidst  a  nation,  which  loves 
and  respects  you,  andwheie  impartial  justice 
shall  incorruptibly  protect  all  your  fair  enjoy- 
ments.— Italians,  Germans,  of  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  that  great  nation,  Polanders,  Swiss, 
and  ye  all  who  compose  the  armies  called 
French,  will  you  fight  for  him,  who  oj)pressed 
and  despoiled  you  of  what  you  held  most  sa- 
cred ?  For  him  who  has  dragged  you  from 
your  families  and  homes,  robbed  you  of 
your  property,  your  wives,  your  children, 
your  native  country,  which  he  has  enslaved  } 
and  will  you  fight  against  a  nation,  generous 
like  the  Spanish,  from  whom  you  experienc- 
ed the  kindest  reception,  which  loves  you 
with  the  tenderest  attachment,  and  which  at 
the  zenith  of  its  glory  and  dominion  respect- 
ed your  rights,  because  it  looks  upon  all 
£S  brethren.  Will  you  fight  agains*:  a 
nation,  which  it  is  intended  to  subdue  and 
enslave,  not  by  dint  of  arms,  as  brave  men 
would  do,  but  under  the  cloak  of  alli- 
ance and  friend^ihip,  by  inuidulent  treache- 
ry, detestable  and  horrid  l)eyond  any  prece- 
dent in  history,  even  among  barbarous  na- 
tion.s.     We  hope  you  will  not.     Come   to 


us,  and  you  shall  meet  with  valour,  genero- 
sity,   and   true  honour.      We    tender   the 
same  rewards  to  you  as  to  the  French  ;  and 
we  trust,  you  and  your  posterity  will  enjoy 
them  in  ha])piness   and   peace. — Don  Juan 
Bautista  Esteller,  First  Secretary. — Dow 
Juan  Bautista  de  Pedro,  Second  Secre- 
tary.—5t'i^i//e,   Ainy  29,   ]808. 
Valladolid. 
Noble  Castilians '.—The  common   foe 
of  mankind   was   the  traitor  who  tore  from 
our  bosom  our  amiable   Ferdinand  VII.  and 
the  whole  of  the  royal  family.     He  carries 
his  audacity  the  length  of  holding  out  to  us 
offers  of  happiness   and   peace,  while  he  is 
laying  waste  our  country,  pulling  down  our 
churches,'   and   slaughtering   our   brethren. 
His  pride,    cherished  by  a   set   of    villains 
who  are  constantly  anxious  to  offer  incense 
on  his  shrine,  and  tolerated  by  numberless 
victims,  who  pine  in  his  chains,  have  caused 
him  to  cbnceive  the  fantastical  idea  of  pro- 
claiming   himself    lord   and   ruler     of  the 
whole  world.     There   is  no  atrocity  which 
he  does  not  commit  to  attain  that  end.     The 
respectable  name  of  the   great  emperor  of 
Russia  ;  the   political   dissimulation  of    the 
German  emperor  ;  the  timorous  condescen- 
sion of  the  holy  father   of  the  church  ;   the 
opinion   of  true  Frenchmen,  exposed  more 
than  others  to  the  severity  of  their  iron  scep- 
tre ;  in  short,  the  most  sacred  laws  of  hu- 
manity have  been  trampled  under  foot  with 
the  utmost  contempt,  to  pronounce  the  de- 
testable  sentence   of  the  extirpation  of  the 
house  of  Bourbon.     Shall  all  iheseoutrages, 
all    these    iniquities,    remain    unpunished, 
while   Spaniards,    and   Castilian    Spaniards, 
yet  exist  ?     No,  it  cannot  be.     Your  minds 
glowing  with  generous  ardour  for  your  reli- 
gion and  your  country,  have  resolved  to  re- 
new  the  heroic  scenes,  in  which  Castilian 
valour   shone   with   immortal   lustre,  saved 
the   country,  and  consolidated  our  religion. 
The  stratagems  which  hitherto  secured  vic- 
tories to  the  tyrant,  vanished  the   moment 
when   Europe   saw  with   her  ov,n  eyes  the 
artful  snares  and  devices  by  which  he  seduc- 
ed the  unwary,  until  he  had  bent  their  neck 
under  his  yoke.     Let  us  shed  the  last  drop  to 
resist  that  dominion.     Let  us  nil  become  gal- 
lant soldiers,  full  of  discipline  and  subordi- 
nation.    Let  us   bri^athe  but  obedience  and 
respect  for  the  great  man  by  whom  we  are 
governed,  one  of  the  best  generals  of  Spain, 
his  excellency  Don   Gregorio  de  le  Cuerta. 
To  arms,  Castilians,  t(j  arms ;  let  us  die  for 
our  country,  our  religion,  and  our  king, 
ffi)  he  aniiinued J 
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"  The  examples  in  histoiy,  wherein  subjugation  and  tyranny  have  been  introduced  from  abroad,  under  th' 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Spanish   Kevolution. M;ijor    Cart- 
wright,  from  whose  work  upon  national  de- 
fence   my  motto    is  taken,  has  for  a   long 
time  most  earnestly  endeavoLired  to  produce, 
in  the  public  naind,  a  conviction,  that  there 
can  be  no  sure   and   sate   defence   but  that 
which  arises   from  a  general  arming  of  the 
people.     His  work  is  very   elaborate,  and, 
therefore,   I  shall    not  attempt    to   dip   into 
the  detail ;  but   these    are   the   positions  it 
maintains  :  that   the  whole  of  the   people, 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  ought  to  have  arms 
put  into  their  hands,  and  ought,  at  all  times, 
to  be  fit  to  US8  those  arms  ;   that  there  might 
be  a  standing  army  for  foreign  service,  but 
that  the  defence  of  the  country  should  rest 
solely  upon  the   people ;   that  a  country   de- 
fended   by  a    standing  army    is,  in  fact,  a 
country   enslaved  with  means  furnished  by 
itself. Amongst   those   who  are  not  de- 
sirous  of  keeping   the   people  in  a  state  of 
virtual  slavery,  the  scheme  of  Major  Cart- 
wright  has   been  objected   to  only   because 
they  doubled  of  its  practicability  ;  only  be- 
cause they  feared,  that,  as  opposed  to  stand- 
ing armies,   to   regular  and  well-disciplined 
troops,  under  experienced  commanders,  an 
armed  population   would  be  as  chatf  before 
the   wind  ;  and   such,  I   confess,    was   my 
opinion,  though  I  always   approved  of  put- 
ting arms  into   the  hands  of  the   people ; 
because,  after  all  is  said  and  done,  the  coun- 
try is    the  people's,  and,  if  they  cannot    be 
trusted  with  its  defence,  for  whose  sake,  I 
would  ask,  is  that  defence  to  be  undertaken  ? 
——Rut,    the  events    in     Spain    do    really 
seem  to    promise  a  complete   practical  proof 
of  the  soundness  of  the  doctrine  of  this  ve- 
nerable patriot,  who,  I  should  think,  must 

be   thereby    not  a   little   gratified Our 

eyes  are  now  directed,  in  the  most  forcible 
manner,  towards  a  people,  who  had  been  so 
long  oppressed,  that  they  had  apparently  lost 
the  very  notion  of  freedom  ;  a  peopleamongst 
whom  there  existed  scarcely  xhe  form.s  of 
rightsandimmunities;  a  peopl*  who  possessed 
not  any  ground- work  for  a  general  arming  ; 
a  people  completely  disarmed,  and  cut  off  j 
from   all   association  with  one  another  for  ' 
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any  national   purpose  ;  a  people  sunk  even 
in  their  own  eyes,  and  appearing  to  retain, 
under   their  late  government,  not    the   de- 
sire   to   be  free,    and,    of  course,  not  the 
smallest     desire    to     defend    their     country 
against  an  invader.     In  this  state  of  abject 
subjection,  they   quietly  see  their  govern- 
ment  introduce  a  foreign  army   into   their 
country  and  even  into  its  metropolis ;  the 
commander  of  that   army  is,  by  the  act  of 
their  own  king,  constituted  the  Lieutenant 
of  the  kingdom,  and  they  are  commanded 
to   obey   him   upon   pain  of  death  ;   all    the 
passes  and   out-posts  of  their  country   are, 
beforehand,  placed  in    the  hands  of  the  in- 
vader ;  all  those,  at  whose  names  they  have 
long  been   accustomed  to  tremble,  go   over 
to  that   invader,  espouse  his  cause  and   en- 
dorse  his  proclamations  j    the  people  have 
no  sovereign,  no   constituted  authority,  no 
acknowledged  chief,  no  leader,  no  known 
point  round  which  to  rally,  while  they  are 
hourly  plied  with  threats  of  punishment,  of 
towns  sacked  and  inhabitants  exterminated, 
and  that,  too,  by  those  who   have  given  to 
the    world  numerous   proofs,  that,  in   this 
respect,  they  never  fail  of  being  as  good  as 
their  word.     Were  there  ever  disadvantages 
so  great  ?     And,  if  this  people  (which  God 
grant  !)  should   succeed  in  defending  their 
country  against  those  very  armies  who  have 
walked   over    the    fortresses   of   Germany, 
Italy,  and  Flanders,  and  who  have  hoisted 
their  flag  at  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  almost  at 
Petersburgh  ;    if    this    should    be  the  case, 
who   will     say,    that   martello-towers,    in- 
trenchments,  lines   of  circumvallation,    de- 
pots,   barracks,    and    standing  armies   are 
necessary  for  the  internal  defence  of  a  coun- 
try ? It  has,  of  late,   been  said,  in  an- 
swer to  those  who  have  expressed  their  dis- 
like  of    the   new    system    of  an    immense 
standing  army  and  nutnerous  military  depots 
and    stations,    that   "  the   circumstaixes  of 
'*  Europe  are   totally  changed."     In  other 
words,   that,    because  the  French  have  great 
standing  armies   to  attack  us   with,  it  is  ne- 
cessary for   us  Ui  have  standing   armies  for 
our  defence  J   but,    this   argument  will,    if 
the  Spanish  Patriots  succeed,  be  no  longer 
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of  any  force ;  If  they  beat  the  very  armies 
who  have  beaten  nil  the  standing  armies  and 
all  the  niost  experienced  generals  in  Europ?, 
the  question  will  be  settled  at  once,  and 
there  will  not,  I  should  think,  be  a  single 
man  in  England  bold  enout^h  to  insist,  that 
we  stand  in  need  of  so  feaiful  a  itiilitary  force 
ill  this  kingdom,  esptJcially  if  the  nrujing 
])lan  of  iVIajor  C'artwiight  were  adopted,  and 
all  the  frippery  oi  volunteering  were  thrown 

aside. The   stand,    which    th.e    Spanish 

Patriots  have   already   made,  does,  indeed, 
warrant  the  conclusion  here  aimed  at  ;  for, 
we  are  in   a   situation   quite  different  fr(;ni 
theirs.     We  have  no  invading  army  in  the 
heart  of  the  country  ;  we  have  no  treache- 
rous ministers  gone  over  to  the  vnemy  ;  we 
have  no  want  of  arms  and  ammunition  ;   we 
have  no  want  of  a  settled  system  of  govern- 
ment ;  every  man  is  in  his  place  ;  and,  above 
all,  thereare  here  no  passes  open  for  the  inroads 
of  an  invader.     Should  the  Spanish  Patriots 
fail,  therefore,  after  having  made  a  respecta- 
ble stand,  their  want  of  final  success  will  be 
no  proof  of  our  inability  to  defend  ourselves, 
under  such  a  sj'stem  as  should,  at  once,  put 
arms  in  the  people's  bands  and  inspire  their 
minds   with  motives  to  use  them.     In   this 
light,  considered  as  affording  lessons  to  our- 
selves, the  deeds  of  the  Patriots  in  Spain  are 
deeply  interesting  to  every  man  in  this  king- 
dom.    And,   if  it  should  become  the  gene- 
ral opinion,  that   our  defence  needs  not  bar- 
racks, depots,  fortresses,  and  standing  armies, 
iind  that  opinion  should  prevail,  what  a  bless- 
ing it  will  be  !     That  army  now  costs  about 
twenty  millions  of  jwunds   sterling  a  year, 
raised  in  taxes  upon  the  people.  It  employs, 
in  all  wavs,  about  three  hundred  ihoussndable 
men.     Not  more  than  from  40  to  50   thou- 
.sand  would  be   necessary  for  services  abroad. 
What  a  great  relief  it  would  be,  if  the  rest 
of  this  vast    number  of  m^en    were    to  re- 
tvirn  to  labour,  and  if,  at   the  same    time, 
fifteen  millions  of  pounds  sterling  a   year 
were   saved!      Why,    the  \ezy   Loards  and 
foinmissions,  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
accounts  of  our  piesent  army,  cost  the  whole 
iimount  of  no   trifling   tax.     I'he  ramifica- 
ti.)ns  of  army  connection  and  influence  arc 
endless.      We  do  not  all  wear  red  coats,  but 
who  is  there  that  can  say,  that  he  is  quite 
iidependent  of  the  standing  army  ?     If  any 
i<ne  will  say,  that  it  is  good    that    it  should 
be  so  :   fliat  military  rule  is  the  best  sort  of 
rule;  and  that  all  which  has  been  ».vri*ten  and 
i-aid  to  the  contrary  is  nonsen.se  ;  sucli  a  man 
is  candid,  and  rnay  be    disputed   with,  but, 
with  the    hypocritt^s,   who   keep   crying  out 
"  consliint;on,"antl  yet  donot  wish  that  means 
of  deit-nce  u;ay  be  found  other  than  those  of 


barr<icks,  depots,  and  a  standing  army,  there 

is  no  reasoning  at  all. It  argues  well  that 

the  Spanish  Patiiots  have  taken  possession  of 
the  French  fleet  themselves.     They   thereby 
discover  confidence  as  to  their  final  success  ; 
and,  though    their  commander  at  Cadiz  a- 
vowedly  acts  tor   Ferdinand,  that  may  pro- 
duce  but    little   mischief       Indeed,    if    the 
Spaniards  restore  Ferdinand,  their  work  will 
not  be  less  a  rf.vulution  ;   for,  they    thereby 
cast  otY  their  (jld  king,  and,  a    new-model- 
ing of  their  government  will  necessarily   b» 
included.   Indeed,   it    is  possible,    that    they 
might,  in  one   sense,  have  a  better  bargaia 
of  Ferdinand  than  of  an  entire  new  sovereign  ; 
for  he  would  be    more   dependant  upon  his 
people,  than    a  chief    of    another  descrip- 
tion might  be  ;  for,  a  new  chief  might  threa- 
ten them  with  a    restoration  of  the    old  des- 
potism, and  thus,  with  the  aid  of  the  name 
of  pretender,  terrify  them    into   submission 
to   a  sway  even   more   tyrannical    in    fact, 
though  not  in  form,  than  that  from   which 
they  had   delivered  themselves.     They   will 
and  ought  to,  do  as  they  please  as  to  this  mat- 
ter ;  but,  1  am   glad   to  see,  that  whatever 
formal  acts  are   done,  are  done  in  the  name 
oi'  the  people.     It  is  the  "  deputy  of  thepeo- 
"  pie,"  wdio  goes   to  treat  with  the  French 
admiral  5  and,    in  the  people's  name  the  se- 
veral juntas,  or  councils,  all    act.     A   war 
for  Ferdinand,  avowedly  for  him  and  in  his 
name,  would  assuredly  fail.— — Some  of  the 
leaders   seem  very   anxious   to  prevent   the 
people  from    supposing,  that   they   are   en- 
gaged in  a  revoluiion  ;   and,  it  is    not  only 
possible,  but  probable,  that  they  may  not  have 
a  design  to  make  a  revolution  3  but,  they  must, 
or  they  must  submit  to  Napoleon  5  for,  the  e- 
nergy,  the  talents,  the  free  discussions,  the  pub- 
lications, without  which  his  power  is  not  to 
be  resisted,  will  and   must  produce  a  com- 
plete change  of  the  government.     The  men, 
who  shall  have  beaten  the  armies  of  France, 
who  shall  have  driven  out  the  hordes  of  reso- 
lute robbers,  armed  with  muskets,  will  ne- 
ver again   submit   to  the  insolent  sway  of  a 
swarm  of  tame  cheaters,  who  pillaged  under 
the  sanction  of  what  they   called  the   latv, 
who,  having  the  jail   and   the  gibbet  under 
their  command,  with  endless  bands  ofalgua- 
zils  and  corregidors  to  assist  them,  not  only 
plundered  the  people,  but  made  them  assist  in 
the  act  of  plundering  one  another.  No  :  there 
is  but  this  one  choice.     Isither  the  people  of 
Spain  must  be  slaves  to  Napoleon,  or   they 
must  be  free  ;  and,  indeed,  this  is  the  only 
choice  that  they  ought  to  have;  if  they  are  not 
fighting  for  freedom,  what  are  they  lighting 
for?   If  they  are   content  with  being  slaves, 
what  mailers  it  who  is  their  master  ?  Joseph 
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Napoleon  may  be  scoundrel  enough ;  but, 
what  could    he  possibly   do  worse,   than  sell 
thirty  or  forty  thousand  of  the  pecjple  to  go 
to  fight  in  the  north   of  Europe,  as  the  laie 
detestable  government  did  ?   Huw  could  he 
disgrace  the  Spaniards  more  than  they  were 
before  disgraced  ?    The    junta     of  Seville, 
which  seems  to  have  taken    the  lead  of  all 
the  rest,  say  that  "  it  became  necessary   to 
"  break     the   shackies,      which     prevented 
"  the  Spanish  people  from  displaying  their 
"  generous  ardour ;"  but,  if  the  junta    be- 
lieves, that  these  shackles  are   to  be  made 
whole  again,  they  grossjy  deceive  themselves. 
The  battle  is  for  the  Jreedoni  of  Spain  ;  for 
the  effecting  of  a  revolution  5  and,  we  shall 
see,  that,    let  who   will    be  sovereign,  the 
government   will  bear   little  resemblance  to 
what  it  was  before.     Were  the  Buonapartes 
to  be  defeated  at  once,  the  old   bribery  and 
corruption    system    might   be    patched    up, 
with  some  little  talk  about   "  a  reform   of 
abuses  "  and  a  hundred  or  two  of  fair  pro- 
mises, made  but  to  be  broken  ;   but  as  the 
struggle  will  be  long  and  bloody,   if  the  Pa- 
triots succeed,    those  who  have  bled  in  the 
cause,   wiU   take   care  not   to  become  again 
the  slaves   of   those   who  before    betrayed 
them,  and  of  whose  baseness  tl>ey  will,   at 
every  new  danger  and  difficulty,   contract  a 

new  degree   of    hatred. It   is    curious 

enough,  that,  after  all  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope has  submitted    to  the  arms  oi  France, 
stout  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
should,  at  last,  be  met  vv'itn  in  the  Spaniards, 
Doctor   Duigenan  and  his  friends  must  be 
surprized  to  find  that  the   "  most  catholic" 
appear  to   be  the  only  people,  who  have  a 
sincere  hatred  of  the  French  and  their  es;- 
peror.     They  will  hardly  place  their  motto, 
"  no-popery,"  upon  the  English  banners  to 
be  unfurled  in   Spain.     Napoleon  has   en- 
deavoured to  persuade  the  Spaniards,  that  he 
has  the  Pope's  saiiction  for  what  he  hasdone, 
and  is  doing,  with  regard  to  Spain  ;   but,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  documents,   the  Spanish 
Patriots  reject  this  with  scorn,  and  remind 
the  people,   that  he  has  just  come  from  rob- 
bing the  poor  Pope.      Why  should  we   sup- 
pose,  then,  that  the  Catholics  of  England  or 
Ireland  would  be  disposed  to  side  with  Na- 
polton?'     Why   are   they   less    worthy   of 
trust,  in  our  fleets  and  armies,   than  Protes- 
tants are  ? If  the  Catholic  religion,  the 

religion  of  our  forefathers,  be  so  damnable 
a  thing,  why  do  we  assist  Catholics  in  a  fo- 
reign countr)-  ?  This  is  a  weighty  point  for 
a  tender  conscieyics,  and  well  worthy  of  an 
early  investigation  ;  for,  though  Buonaparte 
is  our  enemy  at  present,  it  seems  that  he  is 
doing  his  best  to  root  oat  popery,  and  is,  in 
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this  respect,  co-operating  v/ith  the  ministry 
[   of  England.      Napoleon   has  had   to  figl.t 
I  against  Protestants  enough,  upon  the  coi  • 
tinentof  Europe,  and  has  beaten  them  alJ, 
making  their  princes  scamper  before  him 
like  sheep.     He  has  found  the  most  Catholic 
princes  still  more  gentle,   if  possible  j  but, 
the  people,   he  has  fouivd  resolute  to  defend 
their  country.     This  proves,    that   the  mere 
circumstance  of  being  a   Catholic  does  not 
make  men   prone  to  either  slavery  or  cow- 
ardice.    The  greatest  coward,  the  most  no- 
torious coward,  the  most  beaten  and  despised 
thing,    in  the  shape  of  a  man,    that   1  ever 
heard  or  read  of,  was  a  Protestant.     There 
may  be  a  coward  as  perfect  amongst  the  Ca- 
t'»olics;  but,   for  the  honour  of  human  na- 
ture, I  should  hope  that  there  never  was  h\it 
one  of  the  sort  in  the  whole  world.    It  is  not: 
a  man's  religion  that  makes  him  a  coward.  Ic 
is  a  certain  natural  weakness,  which  no  man 
can   help,  and  for  which   he  is  not   to  be 
blamed,    unless  he  voluntarily  assume  the 
garb  of  a  hero,  and  put  forward  pretensions 
to  powers  and  honours  and  rewards,   in  that 
character.     When  he  does  this,  he  deserves 
not  only  public  censure  but  punishment  ; 
because  he,    by  his  cowardice,  exposes  the 
I  lives  and  reputation  of  the  soldiers  or  sailor^ 
under  his  command,    tarnishes   the  renowu. 
and  hazards   the  safety  of  his  country,  and 
this  is  what  no  man  ©ught  to  be  suffered  to» 

do  with   impunity. It  would  be  rash  to» 

say  precisely   what  our  ministers  ought  to 
do  in  the  way  of  assistance  given  to  Spain  j 
but,   I  must  confess,   that  I  sbonld  like  tu- 
have   heard,  before  now,  of  the  expedition 
having  actually  sailed.     What   does   it  do 
hanging  about  so  long  ?     If  it  does  not  land 
in  Spain,  there  are  other  places  enough.     1 
think  it  will  be  lucky  if  the  struggle  iji  Spain 
be  of  long  duration  ;  but,    it  depends,   per- 
haps, upon  our  promptitude  at  the  present 
moment,  whether  there  shall  be  any  seiiou* 
struggle  at  all.     The  disposition  of  the  Spa- 
nish  revolutionists   has   been    known   lojig 
enough  for  us  to  have  received  an  account  tf 
the  reception  of  our  promises  of  aid  ;  aHci 
yet  our  armaments  are  still  lying  in  port  ! 
It  is  rumoured,  that  there   have  bucu  dif- 
ficulties about  choosing  a  commander ;  but, 
surely,   this  cannot  be  the  ease,  seeing  hov/ 
great  an  abundance  of  generals  we  have.   I 
hope  the  commander,  whenever   he    is  ao- 
pointed,  will  be  one  that  has,  at  some  time 
ur  other,  in  some  oBe  instance,  faced  the 
enemy,   faced  the   French,    I  me;.in,  in  the 
field;  for,    as  to  facing  ;hem  over  a  bottle, 
that   any  coward  can  do.     Let  our   troopij 
have,  at  their  head,  a  man  who  has  one  sin-. 
gle  time  ia  his  liielooi^d  the  Frca9h  lu  ixi§. 
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lace,  in  the  field  of  battle,  ami    I  shall  be 
contiileiit  as   to  the  result.     Ihere  should, 
however,  be  no  delay  in  sending  what  troops 
we  can  muster  up  to  make  a  diversion  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Spaniards.     Napok-on  has  now 
a  pretty  wide  range  to  look  tu,  and  will  not 
be  able  to  provide  for  every  contingency  and 
to  carry  on  a  war  in  Spain  at  the  same  time. 
So  large  a  country  as  Spain,  including   Por- 
tugal, in  a  state  of  pretty  general  resistance, 
will  demand,  at  least,  two  hundred   thou- 
sand men      Then  there  is  all  the  space  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  the  Adriatic   to  keep 
in   subjection,   together  with    Holland  and 
Germany.     He  never  can  do  it  all.     If  there 
be  a  general  insurrection  in  Spain,   followed 
by  a  war  of  six  months,  he  must  be  defeated 
tliere,  or  must  lose  his  sway  in  some  other 
quarter.      Of   what  vast  importance  is  it, 
then,  that  we  are  prompt  in   contributing 
our  share  towards  the  producing  of  that  in- 
surrection,   towards   blowing    up   a  flame, 
•which  when  once  safely  kindled  cannot  fail 
to  burn  with  fury.     Our  armament,  under 
some  brave  and  experienced  officer,  should 
now  have  been  landed,  or,  at  least,  hover- 
ing upon  some  coast,  where  it  might  have 
drawn  otf  part  of  the  force  of  Napoleon. 
But,  really,  the  language  of  the  Patriots  is 
so   bold,   it  contains  such   horhe  truths,  it 
gives  sueh  hard  slaps,   that  I  have  been  half 
afraid    of  their   discretion   being   suspected. 
"  The  cry  of  death,  or   freedom.,   resounds 
"  from  one   end  of    the   kingdom   to   the 
*'  othcT  :   the  dishonourable  career  of  COR- 
"  RUFTION  has  been  run  ;    the  arts  and 
''  machinalions  to  divide  and  terrify  been 
"  attempted  in  vain."     Such    is  their  lan- 
guage in   one   of  their  proclamations,  and 
there    are    others,    whirli   are    still    more 
"  violent"   upon   the  subject  of  corruption 
and  abuses.     So  that,  in  fact,  if  one  were  to 
give  any  description  of  the  cause,  in  which 
the  Patriots  are  engaged,    one  would  be  dis- 
posed to  say  that    they   are   waging   a  war 
against  bribery  and  corruption  and  pecula- 
tion  much  more  than   against   Ikionapartc, 
and,   you   know,  reader,     it   is  Buonaparte 

whom   we  wish  to   pat  dov>n. The  talk 

about  siihscriptiots  has  been  mere  talk.  No 
fiubsc-iption  is  going  on  ;  no  subscription  is 
^•ncouraged  by  any  one  in  authority ;  we 
hear  of  no  voluntary  contributions  proposed. 
Very  root  upon  it,  al  both  ends  of  the  town  I 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  Spaniards  will 
he  able  to  do  without  such  subscript  ions. 
Meetings  upon  the  subject  might  pr(xluce 
Matemt'iits  and  comparisons  and  conclusions  j 
but,  surely,  there  could  be  no  danger  in 
Knolishi^ien  meeting  to  congratrdate  one 
anyiher  rqjon  the  pro-peel  vi  acoing  Spain 
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!  Yet,  the  ministerial 
newspapers  do  actually  discourage  all  such 
meetings.  They  seem  to  be  extremely 
anxious  to  keep  peojOc  from  having  an  op- 
portunity to  make  speeches  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  1  should  not  be  very  much  sur- 
prized to  hear  any  meeting  which  may  take 
place,  termed  disorderly,  if  not  seditious. 
Only  let  the  thing  go  well  on  in  Spain, 
however,  and,  in  time,  we  shall  not,  I  hope, 
have  to  regret  the  want  of  such  meetings. 

The  Poor. 1   was,   some  little   time 

past,  put  in  possession  of  a  statement,  re- 
lative to  the  expenditure,  on  account  of  the 
poor,  in  the  i)arish  of  Enheld,  in  Middle- 
sex, which  statement  I  deem  worthy  of 
general    notice,    and   which,     therefore,    I 

shall     insert    here. "  Kniield,    April, 

"    1808. The   following  Comparison  of 

"  Parochial  fjxpenditure,  bet\^een  the  time 
"  when  we  were  in  the  Road  to  Ruin,  and 
"  the  present  Year,  is  drawn  for  the  infor- 
"  mation  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  parish  ; 

"  by  Peter  Hardy. By  introducing  a 

"  regular  and  known  Table  at  the  work- 
"  house  (by  which  the  people  are  better 
"  fed  than  before)  ;  by  substituting  eco- 
"  nomy  for  waste  ;  by  obliging  those  to 
"  work  wha  were  able  ;  and  by  refusing 
"  the  able  and  healthy,  but  idle,  drunken 
"  and  dissolute,  admittance  into  the  work- 
"  house,  (which  ought  only  to  be  a  refuge 
"  tor  infancy,  the  sick  and  the  aged)  society 
"  in  general  has  been  benefited,  and  the 
*'  inhabitants  of  this  town  relieved  of  a  veiy 

"  enormous  burthen. At  that  time  as 

"  much  Meat  was  destroyed  at  the  work- 
"  house  in  one  week,  as  is  consumed  now 
"  in  three  months.  That  article  cost  us 
"  then  at  the  rate  of  s^'CllO  per  annum.    It 

"  now  costs  us  ^00. At  that  time  we 

"  consumed  of  bread  gO  half-pecks  per 
"  week.     We  now  consume  on  an  average 

"   l6. Bread  and  flour  alone   cost   us  in 

"  a  year  then,  double  what  the  whole  house 

"  costs  now We  paid  then,  for  cheese 

"  only,    double  what  we  pay  now  i\,r  every 

"  article  of  shop  goods. We  then  com- 

"  sumcd  100  cart-loads  of  wood  and  18 
"  chaldron  of  coals  in  a  year.  We  now 
"  consume  only  12  chaldron  of  coals,  with- 

"  out  any  wood. At  that  time  we  rai.sed 

"  i£^3,()G0  poor's   rates   per  annum.     We 

"  now   raise    d^\,C)Q{). We    then     had 

"  above  s^'2,000  by  sale  of  timber  from  the 
"  Ch.^ce,    in    addition  to  our   rates.      We 

"  now  have  ^'400. We  were  at  that 

"  time    very    deeplv   in   debt.      We   now 

"  do  not  owe  any  debts." This  reform 

was,  it  api)ears,  effected  liy  the  activity, 
goodscn-A-,    and    publ'C-spirit   of  this   Mr. 


73]  JULY  16,  1 

Hardy,  to  whom  the  parish  have  given,  1 
believe,  some  mark  of  their  respect  and  gra- 
titude.  Of  all  the   numerous  symptoms 

of  national  decline  in  England,  none  is,  per- 
haps, so  strong,  so  completely  indisputable, 
as  the  rapid  increase  of  our  paupers.  There 
are,  out  of  nine  millions  of  people,  one 
million  and  a  quarter  of  paupers  ;  that  is  to 
say,  of  persons,  who  cannot  have  any  motive 
whatever  for  wishing  to  preserve  the  govern- 
ment and  the  laws.  Nearly  a  seventh  [i^vt 
of  the  whole  population  of  England  and 
Wales  is  of  this  description.  As  to  the 
great  cause  of  this  Increase  of  pauperism,  it 
evidently  is  the  corresponding  increase  of 
taxation,  through  the  means  of  which  so 
many  are  maintained  in  idleness  upon  the 
fruit  of  the  labour  of  others.  I  have,  I 
think,  upon  a  former  occasion,  clearly 
shown,  that  taxes,  if  carried  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, must  cause  some  of  the  people  to  be 
so  poor  as  to  be  unable  to  maintain  them- 
selves j  but,  at  present,  my  object  is  to  otier 
a  few  observations  as  to  what  might  now  be 
done,  with  a  view  of  checking  this  lament- 
able evil,  if  only  one  or  two  of  the  principal 
persons,  in  each  parish,  would   heartily  set 

about  the  work. Until  of  late  years,  there 

was,  amongst  the  poor,  a  horror  of  becom- 
ing chargeable  to  the  parish.  To  become 
chargeable  was  a  reproach  ;  and  never  to 
have  been  chargeable  was  a  subject  of  proud 
exultation.  This  feeling,  which  was  almost 
universal,  was  the  parent  of  industry,  of 
care,  of  economy,  of  frugality,  and  of  (.'rtrj?/ 
habits  of  labour  amongst  children.  But, 
this  feeling  is  now  extinguished;  the  barrier, 
shame,  has  been  broken  down,  and  in  have 
rushed  for  parish  aid  all  those,  whether 
young  or  old,  who  are  not  of  a  turn  of  mind 

which  must  always  be  rarely  met  with. 

The  parishes,  instead  of  endeavouring  to 
eh'^-ck  the  evil  by  a  vigilant  attention  to  the 
different  earnings  and  means  and  manners 
of  the  poor,  have,  in  general,  adopted  the 
easy  course  of  giving  wages  in  the  sha|)e  of 
relief.  For  instance,  the  week's  wages  is, 
jn  .some  places,  ten  shillings,  and,  in  order 
to  put  the  labourer  with  a  family  upon  a 
par  with  the  labourer  without  a  family,  the 
former  receive,  in  the  shape  of  relief,  a 
certain  allowance  for  each  child  above  two. 
So  that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  evfrv  ki- 
bourer,  who  has  more  than  two  children, 
becomes,  with  all  his  family,  paupers  ;  they 
sink  quietly  and  contentedly  into  that 
state,  from  which  their  grandfathers,  and 
even  their  fathers,  shrunk  with  horror. 
Nay,  when  a  labourer,  in  such  a  state 
of  things,  marries,  he  counts  the  pauper 
chest  among  his  ways  and  rueans ;  and  even 
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j   his  hours  of  courtship   are  partly    spent  ui 
I   anticipating  the  receipts  from  that  never  tail- 
ing source.     I'hat  men  should  possess  spirit, 
that  there   s-Iumld  be   any    independence  of 
I   mind,    that    there    should     be     frankness, 
amongst    persons  so  situated,   is    impossible. 
Accordingly,  whoever    has   had   experience 
in  such   matters,  must  have  observed,  w  ith 
deep  regret,   that   instead  of  priding  himself 
upon   his  little  possession*,   instead  of  deck- 
ing out  his   children  to  the  best  advantage, 
instead  of  laying  up  in  store  the  trifling  sur- 
plus   produce    of    the   harvest   month,    the 
labourer   ixow,  in   but  too   many   instances, 
takes  care  to  spend  all  as  fast   as  he  gets  it, 
makes  himself  as   poor  as  he  can,  and  uses 
all  the  art  that  he  is  master  of  to  cause  it  to 
be  believed,  that  he  is  still  more  miserable 
than  he  really  is.     What  an  exarnple  for  the 
children  !   And  what  must  the  rising  genera- 
tion he  }     It  used   to  be  the  boast   of  the 
labourer,    that    he   could   mow  or  reap  or 
hough   so   much    in   a  day  ;  that   he  could 
earn  so  much  ,money  by  his  labour  ;   but, 
now,  if  he  does  earu  great   wages,  his  tirst 
snd  greatest  care  is  to  disguise  the  fact;   and, 
it  frequently    happens,   that  he  will   change 
from  master  to  master,  and  from  one  sort  of 
work  to  another,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
preventing  the    parish   from    being    able   to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  his  earnings.  When 
part   of  his    children  become  able  to   assist 
in  maintaining  the  family,  he  takes  care  that 
the  amount  of  their  earnings  shall  never  be 
known  ;  and,  as  he  still  gains  by  counting 
them  amongst  the  number  to  be  maintained, 
he  keeps  them  at  home,   in  preference   to 
sending  them  to  annual  service,  where  thev 
would,  under  the  command  of  others,  con- 
tract   those    hubits   of  industrv,  regularilv, 
«nd  obedience,  which,  in  very    few  cases, 
in  any   rank  of  life,    children   contract   at 
home.     So  that  this  system  operates  in  pro- 
ducing a  twofold  mischief,   1st,  in  encourag- 
ing the  labourer  to  rear  his  children  paupers, 
and  2ndly,  in    preventing  them    from  ever 
shaking-otf  their  pauper-like  habits.     When 
children,  thus  reared,  do  become  servants, 
they  are  generally  the  very  worst  of  servants. 
Bred  up  in  dissimulation,  no  word  that  thev 
utter  can  be   believed ;  they   are  totally  un- 
worthy of  confidence  ;  and,   as  is  universal- 
ly  the  case    with  slaves,  they   are   sure  to 
be  insolent  when  they  can  be  so  with   im- 
punity.  It  is  very  right,  that  some  j)ov.er 

should  stand  ready  to  decide  between  the 
pauper  and  the  parish  ;  but,  even  this  insti- 
tution, so  benevolent  in  its  intention,  has 
its  evils.  To  resist,  by  a  formal  pro'-ess,  the 
claims  of  a  pauper  has  always  theappcarance, 
or,  at  leait,  is  liable  to  the  impuiaiioaj  of 
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ijardness  of  lieart ;  and,  especially  when 
the  expence  of  yielding  does  not  fall  upon 
tliemseive*,  this  is  an  imputation  which 
few  men  are  willing  to  incur  ;  yet,  it  is 
easy  to  conceive,  what  shocking  abuses 
must  arise  from  a  general  yielding  to  clainf%s 
of  this  sort.  Parish  nid  has  this  peculiar 
«lefect  in  it,  that  it  utver  excites  gratitude,  ' 
and,  of  course,  produces  none  of  those 
iimiable  effects,  which  naturally  flow  from 
gratitude.  Upon  tlie  parish  the  pauper 
makes  3  demand ;  he  conies,  like  a  dun,  with 
a  threat  of  the  law  ready  to  applv  in  case  ot 
refusal  ;  and,  whether  he  obtain  his  ends 
or  not,    his  feelings  are   nearly   the   same. 

Ihere  is  another  terrible  consequence 

of  this   system   of    general   pauperism,  and 
that  is,  that   it   withholds  from   the  cripple, 
from  the  orphan,  from  the   helpless  widow, 
from  the  aged,  and  from  all   those  who  are 
really  objects     of     compassion,    and     who 
ought  te  be  romfortrnbly  supported  and  ten- 
derly guarded  ;  from  all  these  it  withholds  a 
part,  at  least,  of  what  they  ought  to  receive,  i 
It  confounds   these   with    those   who   have  I 
brought  themselves  into  misery  by  their  lazi-  I 
pes8,  or  their  vices.     1  know  an  instance,  in  ! 
a  parish  which    has   now  a  work-house,  of  i 
two  men,  one  about  forty,  who  lost  his  two  i 
eyes  in    two    drunken     brawls,    and   who 
scarcely  ever  did  a  day's  work  in  his  life  ;   j 
the  other,  upwards  of  fourscore,  who  fought  I 
at  the  battle  of  Mindcn,  and  who  worked,  j 
I  think,  'till  his  eighty- fourth  y<='ar.     What  , 
could  be  more  unjust  than  to  couple   these  i 
men    together  under  the  general  name  of  I 
paupers,  and    to   treat   ihem  alike  ?     Ypt,  | 
until   they   had  a   work-house,  the  parish, 
though   very  desirous  to  do  it,  were  unable 
to  discrimate  ;  were  unable  to  give  any  visi- 
bje  and  solid  proof,  that  they  looked  upon 
one   man   as  being   more  entitled  to    their 
rompassion  than  the  other. 1  have  intro- 
duced the   statement  respecting  the  work- 
house at  tnlield,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
what   abuses  work  house*  are  exposed    to, 
v/hen  left  in  common   hands  ;  but,  I    am 
satisfied,     that,     if    the  ^enLlcmcn   of    the 
parishes,  whether  in  town  or  country,  were 
to   take   the   superintendance,  or  controul, 
upon  tliemselvf.s,  such  establishments  would 
become  of  the  greatest  utility.     'Jo  the  far- 
mers, who  arc   tlie  payers,  the  tusk  of  re- 
fusal is  always   an    ungracious  one  j  being 
parties,    and   parties   refusing  to   pay,    the 
magistrates   hear  them,  and  ought  to  hear 
tliem,    with   sonie   .suspicion,  unless  under 
j)articular  circumstances.     I'esides,  the  far- 
mers liavc  not  time  to  attend  to  any  concerns 
but  their   own  :    and,    unless  they  are  of 
tlje  superior  order  of  farmers,   they  can- 


not    be   expected  to  be   proper     judges  o* 
all  the  various  matters,     upon    which  they 
have    to    decide.     Gentlemen     are    seldom 
payers    of    poor-rates    to   an    amount   that 
can    produce  a   temptation   to    do   what   is 
cruel   or  harsh  ;    they  are    better   qualified 
tor     making    representations  to   the    magis- 
trates ;   they   stand  as  umpires  between  the 
farmers   and   the  poor,  with   a  little  harm- 
less bias   towards   the  latter  ;    and,  it  would 
happen  but  in  few  cases,    that  there  would 
he    any   appeal    from    their  decision.      An 
instance  ot    the  effects  of  an    interference 
of  this  sort  may  be  witnessed  in  the  parish 
of  Droxtbrd,    in    this  count}',    where   one 
gentleman  has,    hy  his    solt  exertions,    re- 
duced the   poor   rates  to  one  half  of  their 
former   amount,  and  is,  I  am  told,  able  to 
say,  that   now    there    is   no   such  thing  as 
misery   in    his    parish,    where   it  was    for- 
itierly   visible  in    numerous   families.      For 
my  part,  I  know  of  no  greater  blessing  to 
a  parish  than   such  a  man  ;  and,  I  wish  he 
had  more   imitators,    amongst    those    who 
run  from  the  misery   of  their   neighbour- 
hoods to    the    gaieties  of    the    metropolis. 
The   parish    rares,    all    together,    of    Eng.- 
land   and  Wales  amount   to  nearly,  if  not 
quite,      six    wi/lions     aimually.      Look    at 
E'lfield  and    Droxfnrd ;    and   a.sk    yourself, 
why,  under  the  zealous  efforts  ot  only  one 
or  two   n^en    in    each    parish,     a    general 
cfTect  of  the  same   sort,  and   in   the  same 
degree,    might   not  take  place  ?    The  poor- 
!   rates,     in    general,    amount  to  one  half  as 
much   as  the  rent  of  the  land.     Is    this  an 
I   object    beneath    the   consideration    of    the 
j   proprietors  of  the  land  ^     Or,    is    it  of  less 
importance  to  them,  than  the  babble  about 
what   they  call   politics,  wliich  so  many  of 
them  help  to  L'eep  up   in    London  ?    But, 
the  most   v/eighi.y  consideration  of  all,    is, 
that,  by  neglect itig  to    perform  this,  their 
natural    duty,     they   suffer    those   who    arc 
real  objects   of  compassion   and   of  tender- 
ness *'^  be  conlounded   with  the  lazy,  stur- 
dy   paapCi,    and    ihey  leave    the  rising  ge- 
neration    to    come    up    to    man's    estate, 
with    nfiuds   divested  of  even    the   idea   of 
independence.       If    a   gentleman    talks     to 
me  o(   love   of  country,    of    public-spirit, 
I  would  ask  hira  how  he  can  so  effectually 
and   usefully    evmce   it,    ns   in  this    way  ? 
\\\%  eflbrts  in   almost  all  other  ways  may 
be    useless  ;    but,    in   this  way,    ihey    are 
ni)t  only  certain  to  be  attended  with  utili- 
ty, but    immediate    utility. The  nume- 
rous   general   regulations    that    have    been 
made   by    piirliameat,    without    producing 
any  good   effect,  the  paupers  having,  not* 
withstanding    all    of   them,    continued  to 
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'iicrease   in    number,    prove,    that,    while 
the    present    system  of  taxation   hists,  it  is 
in  vain  to  seek  tor  any  gflneral  remedy   for 
this    great    and   disgraceful   evil.     The   re- 
medy,   or    the  mitigation,    at    least,    mu?.t 
Gome     from     individual    exertion,    or    the 
•whole    evil    must    not   only    remnin,    but 
must   receive   daily    addition.      It    appears 
to  me,  that  country  gentlemen   should  la/ 
it  down  as  a  rule  never  to  have   a  paupe- 
in   their   employ;     and    that,    according    to 
the  quantity   of    their  work,     they    should 
select   men   of  the  largest   families  and  pay 
them  for  their  labour  a  sufficiency  tor  their 
maintenance.       This    would    be  giving    an 
example    to   the   farmers,    and    would,    at 
the  same  lime,   be  fixing   a  mark    of  dis- 
grace  upon    pauperism.      J   cannot  endure 
the  idea  of  the   labourer's    receiving   regu- 
larly, while  he    and    his    family  are  all  in 
good  health,  a  part  of  his  subsistence  in  the 
character  of  a  pauper.     Nothing  does  good 
but  that  which  is  earned.     There  are  parti- 
cular cases   when   acts  of  charity  (properly 
so  called)  are  useful ;  but,    I   like  not  the 
system     of   presents     and     rewards.      The 
labourer,    like    other    men,    will  do   little 
for  himself  if  he  be  coaxed  to  do  it ;   and, 
like  other  men,    he  will   not,    if    he  can 
avoid  it,  have  any  one  to  watch  over  him, 
or  pry   into  his  concerns.     I  am  for  giving 
hiiTj   his   earnings,  and,  that  he   may  set  a 
high    value   upon    them,    say   not  a    word 
which  shall  lead  him  to  believe,  that  I  do 
not  regard  them   as  his  own.     If  I  had  a 
labourer,  who  was  to    become  a   notorious 
drunkard,     I    would  dismiss  him,     because 
it  would  be  my  duty  strongly   to  shew  my 
disapprobation  of  so   beastly   a  vice ;    but, 
after  a    good   deal   of    observation,    I    am 
thoroughly  convinced,  that,  as  a  "  watched 
"  pot  never   boils,"    so  a  watched  penny 
never  breeds.      The  lending    of    cows    to 
cottagers  and  all  that  sys'em  of  superinten- 
dance,    including  child-bed   linen   and   the 
like,     though  arising,     in     most    instances, 
from  amiable  motives,  has,  J  am  persuaded, 
never  done  any   good ;    and,    I   make    no 
doubt,  that,  if  the  fact  could  be  ascertain- 
ed, fifty  pounds  expended  in  s^ood  cheer  of 
the  old  fashion,  would  not  only  excite  more 
gratitude  but  would  work  more  solid  advan- 
tage  to  the  receivers,     than   ten   thousand 
pounds  expended  in  "  comforts'"  and  spell- 
ing-books.      The    "    comforting"    system 
necessarily  implies  interference  on  one  side,' 
and  dependancc  on  ihe  other;  and,  if  these 
exist,  it  matters  not  whether  you  ca/l  the 
"  comforted"    family    paupers;    for,    they 
will   feel   themselves  dependent,    and  will 
have  no  other  than  the  mind  and  character 
which  belong   to  the  pauper  state,  tl.Q  most 
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prominent  feature  of  which  is  dissimulation, 
or,  what  is  vulgarly  called  "  making  a 
"  poor  mouth."  1  do  n(;t  think  that  la- 
dies visiting  poor  families  is  at  all  useful. 
When  any  part  of  a  family,  particularly  the 
mother,  is  i/l,  then,  indeed,  such  visits 
are  proper ;  but,  I  have  no  opinion  of  the 
visi tings,  wliich,  in  some  places,  are  in 
vogue.  They  savour  too  much  of  ostentation  ; 
and,  whether  they  be  really  so,  or  not, 
ninety  nine  times  out  of  a  hundred  they 
are  so  considered  by  the  visited  party.  In 
short,  I  am  for  sivitm  the  labourers  sufficien- 
cy,  in  the  shape  of  luagi'S,  to  mamta.n  his 
family,  and  leaving  him  to  live  and  manage 
his  aliairs  entirely  in   his  own  way. The 


greattobstacle  to  iherestorationof  the  labour- 
ers to  their  former  independence  of  mind, 
is,  that  their  wages,  generally  speaking,  are 
partly  paid  in  the  shape  of  parish  relief  A 
man,  with  a  wife  and  three  children,  cannot 
possibly  keep  body  and  soul  togelh.-r  upon 
ten,  or  even  twelve,  shillings  a  week  ;  and, 
how,  then,  is  he  to  iaiour  upon  the  food 
which  that  wages  will  supply  ?  Well,  say 
the  employers,  we  v/ill,  then,  give  him  a 
Utile  more  wages  in  the  shape  of  relief;  be- 
cause, if  we  make  an  addition  to  what  he 
receives  in  the  shape  of  wages,  we  must 
raise  the  wages  of  single-men  also.  And, 
why  not  ?  Would  you  have  no  soul  of  them 
all  earn  a  penny  more  than  what  is  barely 
sufficient  to  sustain  life  ?  Would  you  have 
them  to  be,  in  effect,  slaves  from  the  cradle  to 
the  grave  ?  Of  what  avail  is  it  for  amanto  be 
industrious,  if  his  industry  will  neither  ena- 
ble him  to  lay  something  up  in  store,  nor 
enjoy  a  day  of  leisure  or  recreation  ?  What 
motive  has  he  to  keep  from  the  parish  list, 
if  he  be  certain,  that  a  cut  in  the  hand  in 
whetting  his  scythe,  will  make  him  a  pau- 
per ? To  those  whom  I  may  have  wearied 

with  these  desultory  remarks,  I  would  beg 
leave  to  repeat,  that  the  paupers  of  England 
and  Wales  are  nearly  a  million  and  a  quar- 
ter in  number,  and  that,  by  the  exertions 
of  individuals  of  weight  in  their  several  pa- 
rishes, this  shameful  evil  may  in  some  mea- 
sure, at  least,  be  removed. 
Botley,  I4th  July,  1803. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Spanish  IIevolution*. — Galicia. 

(Continued  from  page  t)4.) 
Galicians, — You  have  bewailed  the 
fate  ofyour  amiable  Ferdinand.  The  horror 
of  the  perfidy  by  which  he  was  seduced,  still 
burns  in  your  bosoms.  You  fear  danger  to 
our  holy  religion,  you  look  upon  our  exte- 
rior worship  as  annihilated,  upon  our  altars 
profaned,  and  the  temples  of  the  eternal  and 
sole  Omnipo.eiU  converted  into  placei  of  dd 
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solation  by  order  of  ihe  tyrant,  who  arrogates 
to  himself  the  title  of  arbiter  of  destinies, 
because  he  has  succeeded  in  oppressing  the 
noble  Fit:nch  nation,  without  recollecting, 
that  he  himself  is  mortal,  and  that  he  only 
holds  the  power  (flelegatcd  to  him  for  our 
chastisement.  You  turned  your  eyes  towards 
the  municipal  authorities,  and  you  even 
insulted  them  ;  because  they  did  not  ani- 
mate the  Hame  of  your  indignation  against 
the  enemy.  The  time  is  come.  Your  king- 
dom has  assembled  in  Cortes,  and  re-as- 
sumed the  sovereign  authority,  which  under 
such  circumstances  devolves  upon  it  by  right, 
and  of  which  its  first  exercise  is  in  cotnplying 
with  your  wishes  so  loudly  declared  ;  you 
have  already  a  leader,  and  the  most  vigorous 
dispositions  are  taking.  Fly  therefore  to  arms ! 
and  let  us  march  to  defend  the  cause  of  God, 
the  honour  of  our  country,  our  lives  and  our 
fortunes  !  Will  you  be  insensible  to  the 
voice  of  the  nation,  and  will  you  only  be 
found  valiant  in  the  streets  of  your  cities  ? 
Nuw,  that  twenty  thousand  brave  soldiers  i 
have  taken  up  your  cause  for  theirs,  will  you  | 
refuse  touniie  with  their  generous  battalions?  j 
Will  you  hesitate  to  embody  yourselves  with 
these  masters  of  the  military  art  ?  Do  you 
imagine,  forsooth,  that  your  courage  with- 
out discipline  can  be  useful  ?  Such  ideas 
avaunt — receive  in  your  arms  these  heroes 
who  are  going  to  marshal  your  strength,  and 
only  from  the  common  name  of  Spaniards, 
even  without  being  Galicians,  feel  a  deep 
interest  in  your  cause.  The  kingdom  sends 
them  to  you.  You  should  obey  their  sove- 
reign and  legitimate  authority.  Let  discord 
fly  from  us  ;  we  are  brothers,  and  are  going 
to   sacrifice   ourselves  for   the   same  sacred 

cause. Gdlicians  !  enrol  yourselves  from 

JG  to  40  years  of  age.  It  is  better  to  die  in 
defence  of  your  religion  and  firesides,  and 
in  your  own  country,  than  to  be  led  bound 
to  slaughter  in  order  to  satisfy  an  inordiwate 
ambition.  The  French  conscription  com- 
prises you,  .If  you  do  not  serve  your  king- 
dom, you  will  go  and  die  in  the  norlii. 
We  lose  nothing.  For  even  should  we  be 
unsuccessful,  we  shall  have  freed  oiirse  Ives 
by  a  glorious  death  from  the  galling  chains 
of  a  foreign  yoke.  But  there  is  no  reason  to 
fear  this  peril.  Death  has  alarms  only  for 
poltroons — and  Gud,  for  whose  cause  we  are 
going  to  fight,  will  wnlch  over  us,  because, 
in  the  end,  every  mortal  has  a  determined 
measure,  and  we  ougiit  to  trust  in  his 
mercy,  that  when  his  wrath  (which  wc  so 
much  deserve)  is  ijppeased,  he  will  protect 
us.     The  standard   ot  your  holy  patron  Saint 

James  is  now  unfurled  ;  let  us  follow  it. 

Galicians  I  The  Asturians  and  Alouese 
have    60,000    men    enlisted,  and    already 


20,000  under  arms.  Let  us  go  and  relieve  our 
brethren,     these    intrepid  men.     We    shall 
thus  save  our  country   from  becoming   the 
thentre  of  war.     This  kingdom,  which  has 
assembled   through  your  instance,  expect  it 
from  you.    This  kingdom  will  reward  those 
who  distinguish  themselves,  with  every  thing 
in  its  power,  and   at  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  it  will  immediately  give  you  your  dis- 
charge, and  enable  you  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
victory  under   the  shade  of  the    laurels    you 
will  have  won,  and  consign  to  your  children 
at  your  ease,  the  example  of  your   glorious 
deeds. — Domingo  V.^lado  De  Parga,  sec. 
Corunna,  June  5th,   1808. 
Biscay. 
Brave  Bi?cayans  and  Comrades— Your 
wish  is  already  fulfilled  ;   the    mine,  which 
lay  deep  in  your  bosom,  and  our's,  is  sprung. 
The  tiine  has  arrived  when  we  are  all  called 
upon  to  make  a  noble  sacrifice  for  our  holy 
religion,  our  good    laws  and  customs  ;   and 
what  object  is  more   worthy  of  such  a  sacri- 
fice than  their  preservation.   Since  last  night, 
the  \\hole  of  this  town  is  in  arms,   to  avenge 
the  provocation  and  insults  we  have  received 
from  the  French.     Nothing   was  capable  to 
check   tTie  ardour  of  our   people,  especially 
sinc«  they  knew  that   you  entertained   the 
same   sentiments    with  them.     Yes,    their 
ardour,  their  fervent  courage,  must   be  re- 
gulated by  order,  intelligence,  and  prudence, 
that  it  may  produce  the  result  at  which  we 
all  aspire.     Above  all  things,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  we  should  act  in  concert,  and 
meet  for  that  purpose,  by  proper  deputation. 
A  council    has  already  been    formed  in  this 
place  furnished  with  all  the  necessary  powers, 
and  composed  of  us,  the  undersigned.     If  in 
imitation    of    the     meetings,     which     took 
place  in  this   country  in  95,  the  deputies  of 
the  dili'erent  districts  meet  without  the  least 
delay,  the  means  of  our    common    defence 
will  soon  be  organized.     We   will  mutually 
instruct  and    assist  each  other,  according   to 
the  means  and  local  circumstances   of  each 
district.     Let  for  this  jiurpose  exact  returns 
immediately  be  made  of  all,  who  can   take 
up  arms,  from  the  age  of  seventeen  to  forty- 
five,    and  somewhat    more,    where   bodily 
strength  and  vigour  permit  ;   let  also  instant- 
ly   a    return   be    made    of  all  arms,  fit   for 
service,   which    are   ibund   in    the  ditferent 
districts.     Let  us  immediately  be  trained  to 
arms  by  military  men,  retired  from  service, 
who  are  scattered  over  our  provinces,  and  let 
us  at  least  devote  two  hours  a  day  to  military 
exercise.      I'he    general   principles,     which 
move  us  to  think  and  act  as  we  do,  you  will 
with     pleasure    find    elucidated    in   another 
pnper,    which    fur    that    purpose    shall    be 
circulated  among   you.     Sunlandcro,    May 
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27,  1 808.  R.  Thomas,  Bishop  of  Santander. 
D.  Angel  Gutierrez  de  Celis.  D.  Jose  t!c 
Miranda.  D.  Francisco  de  a  Torre.  Coun. 
de  Campo-Giro.  D.  Juan  de  Triieba.  D. 
Geronimo  de  Argos.  D  Jose  Maria  de  la 
Torre.  D.  Jose  de  Quijano.  D.  Jac.  An- 
tonio de  Losada.  D.  Vicente  de  Camino. 
D.  J.  M.  Fernandez  Velarde.  D.  Joaquin 
Perez  de  Cosin.  D.  Francisco  de  laPedraja.  D. 
J.  NepomucenoAIunoz.  By  command  of  the 
illustrious  council,  D.  Luis  Del  Campo,  Sec. 
Letter  from  the  \st  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to 
the  Mayor  of  London,  1 1  th  July,  1808. 
My  lord,  — I  have  great  pleasure  in 
acquainting  your  lordship,  thai  by  dis- 
patches received  at  the  Admiralty  this 
morning  from  vice  admiral  lord  Colling- 
wood,  dated  oft'  Cadiz,  the  14th  of  June, 
it  appears  that  the  French  squadron  in  Cadiz 
struck  their  colours  to  the  Spaniards  at  seven 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  when 
the  Spanish  colours  were  immediately  hoisted 
on  board  them.  The  Spanish  admiral  is 
about  to  embark  for  England  on  board  the 
Revenge,  commanded  by  Sir  John  Gore,  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  from  the  council 
of  Seville  to  his  majesty's  government. 

ADDRESS    TO    THE    PEOPLE    OF    MADRID. 

People  of  Madrid, — Seville  has  learned 
with  consternation  and  surprise  your  dread- 
ful catastrophe  of  the  second  of  May  ;  the 
weakness  of  a  government,  which  did  no- 
thing in  our  favour  ;  which  ordered  arms  to 
be  directed  against  you,  and  your  heroic 
sacrifices.  Blessed  be  ye,  and  your  memory 
shall  shine  immortal  in  the  annals  of  our 
nation. — She  has  seen  with  horror,  that  the 
authors  of  all  your  misfortunes,  and  of  our*.s, 
has  published  a  proclamation,  in  which  he 
distorted  every  fact,  and  pretended,  that 
you  gave  the  first  provocation,  while  it 
was  he  who  provoked  you.  The  govern- 
ment was  weak  enough  to  sanction  and  order 
that  proclamation  to  be  circulated,  and  saw, 
with  perfect  composure,  numbers  of  you  put 
to  death,  for  a  pretended  violation  of  laws 
which  did  not  exist.  The  French  were  told 
in  that  proclamation,  that  French  blood 
profusely  shed,  was  crying  out  for  ven- 
geance !  And  the  Spanish  blood  does  not 
it  cry  out  for  vengeance  ? — that  Spanish 
blood,  shed  by  an  army  which  hesitated  not 
to  attack  a  disarmed  and  defenceless  people, 
living  under  their  laws  and  their  king,  and 
against  whom  cruelties  were  committed 
which  shake  the  human  frame  with  horror. 
We,  all  Spain,  exclaim — the  Spanish  blood 
shed  in  Madrid  cries  aloud  for  revenge  ! — ■ 
Comfort  yourselves,  we  are  your  brethren  : 
we  will  fight  like  you,  until  we  perish  in 
defending  our  king  and  country.  Assist  us 
with  your  good  wishes,  and  your  continual 
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prayers  offered  up  to  the  Most  High,  whom 
we  adore,  and  who    cannot   forsake    us  be- 
cause he  never  forsakes  a  just  cause.     Should 
any    favourable     opportunity     offer,      exert 
yourselves  as  valiant    Spaniards,  to  shake  off" 
the  ignominious  yoke  imposed  on   you    with 
the  slaughter  of  so  many  of    your    innocent 
fellow   citizens,    and  with  a  perfidy    horrid 
beyond  example. — Don  Juan  Baulista  Estel- 
ler,  first  secretary. — Don  Juan  I'ard,  second 
secretary.— 5c'vi//<»,  the  20lh  May  Ib08. 
bando. 
The  supreme  junta  of  government,  desi- 
rous beyond  measure  that  the  public   should 
partake  of  the  joy  which  they  feel,  informs 
it, — 1.  That  the  city   of  Valentia,    and  the 
kingdom  fired  with  the  generous   impulse  of 
their  loyalty,  have  proclaimed  and  sworn  alle- 
giance to  their  king  Don  Ferdinard  VII. with- 
out any  trouble  or  disorder  whatevt-r  ensuing. 
— 2.  Thatinconsequeiice  thereof  they  named 
a  government,  to  superintend   the  kingdom 
as  long  as  the  urgency   of  their   circumstan- 
ces    should    continue. — 3.  That  they    pub- 
lished a  declaration  to  that  purpose  including 
other  matters,    which   shall   be   communi- 
cated in  due  time. — 4.  That   they  recognise 
a  sovereignty,  and  will  neither   receive    nor 
obey  any  orders  but  those  of  Ferdinand  VII. 
and  in  the  interim  the  government  he  names, 
or  that  which  represents  him. ^5.  That   the 
paper  stamped  in  the  name  of  the  lieutenant 
general  of  the  kingdom  shall  not  be  used. — 
6    That  his  excellency  the  count  de  Cervel- 
lon    is   named   general   of    the   troops.  —  /. 
That  the   aforesaid  government  should  en- 
force a  general   enlistment   of    inhabitants, 
from  the  age  of  16  to  40. — 8.  That  they  have 
stopped    a    number    of    chests  of    money, 
which  were  destined  for  Madrid. — And  for 
the  information  and  for   an   example  which 
we  hope  will   be  followed  by  all  Spain,    the 
present  paper  is  ordered  to  be    published. — - 
Royal  palace  of  the  Alcazar,  May  31,  1808. 
— Don   Juan  Bautiste  Pardo,  Sec.  2  . — Don 
Manuel  de  Aguilar,  Sec.  3. 

CORDOVA TO    ITS    INHABITANT?. 

Soldiers  ! — The  kingdoms  of  Andalusia 
see  themselves  attacked  by  the  assassins  of 
the  north  ;  your  country  is  on  the  point  of 
being  oppressed  by  the  yoke  of  a  tyrant  ;  you 
yourselves  will  be  dragged  from  your  fire- 
sides and  from  your  homes.  The  wanton 
Murat  is  fabricating  40,0(,X)  manacles  to 
conduct  you,  like  the  most  contemptible 
animals,  to  the  north.  What  atrocity  ! 
Who  is  such  a  coward,  such  an  infidel,  that 
his  breast  does  not  burn  with  courage,  at 
the  cries  of  his  country  lamenting  over  its 
destruction? — Soldiers!  Do  you.  too,  groan 
over  it  ;  but  let  your  groans  be  the  groans  of 
^  rage  and  fury  at  the  wretch  who  plunges  her 
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in  slavery  and  oppression.  Would  you  ra- 
ther die  defending  the  robberies  and  im- 
pieties of  a  perfidious  traitor,  than  shed- 
ding your  blood  in  defence  of  your  church, 
your  nation,  and  yourselves  ? — Soldiers  ! 
ye  that  have  been  the  first  in  raising  the 
standard  of  the  nation,  carry  into  your 
camps,  virtue,  religion,  and  the  manners 
of  your  forefathers.  With  such  qualities 
they  overcame  innumerable  armies.  Jf 
among  the  chiefs  who  lead  you  to  the  thea- 
tre of  glory  and  honour,  you  should  perceive 
any  treachery,  abandon  them,  and  choose 
others  more  worthy  of  your  cause. — Soldi- 
ers !  Twelve  millions  of  inhabitants  are 
observing  you  and  envying  your  glory  ; 
nay,  even  France  herself  pants  for  your  tri- 
umphs and  success. 

INSTRUCTION. 

From  the  Snpreitte  Junta  of  the  Govern- 
ment, (a  all  Cities  and  Towns,  to  be 
executed  with  the  utmost  promptitude. 
1.  In  cities  and  towns  consisting  of 
20CX)  or  more  house-holders,  a  junta  shall 
be  established,  which  shall  superintend 
all  arrangements,  and  shall  be  obeyed  by 
all  the  inhabitants  ;  and  in  places  of 
smaller  size,  the  ayuntamientos  shall  hold 
the  place  and  perform  the  functions  of  tlie 
juntas. — 2.  It  is  ordered,  that  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  ayuntamiento,  clergy, 
prelates,  priests,  nobles  and  other  persons 
so  assembled,  a  junta  of  six  be  formed 
to  receive  orders  from  the  supreme  junta, 
and  correspond  therewiih,  and  in  every 
particular  act  under  their  authority  ;  and 
the  inhabitants  and  the  corregida  are  re- 
quired to  obey  them  in  their  office,  and 
every  thing  thereunto  appertaining. — 3.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  this  junta  to  enlist 
the  inhabitants  from  the  age  of  \6  to  45, 
f)rst,  such  as  volunteer  their  services,  and 
then  all  the  secular  inhabitants  of  the 
aforesaid  age  ;  to  form  them  in  companies, 
to  assign  them  respectable  persons  for 
captains,  lieutenants,  and  ensigns,  with 
full  power  to  narno;  Serjeants  and  corporals, 
which  they  will  proceed  to  do  with  all 
possible  dispatch. — 4.  They  will  instruct 
the  towns  of  their  districts,  and  even  those 
of  the  neighbouring  districts,  to  submit 
to  the  snme  regulations,  enlistments,  and 
apponiinients,  and  to  advise  the  junta 
thereof  without  delay. — 5.  For  the  pre- 
sent, each  company  shall  remain  in  its 
district,  but  tl}e  junta  is  empowered,  if  it 
think  fit,  to  call  together  the  cnli.slcU  com- 
panies in  the  other  towns-  -  G.  The  junta 
will  name  a  confidential  person  to  admi- 
nister, under  its  direction,  the  funds  which 
must  meet  the  expences  of  the  present 
occasion. — 7.     These  funds  sliall   be  raised 


by  orders  of  the  junta  to  all  corporation* 
and  rich  individuaU,  and  over  and  above 
a  subscription  shall  be  opened,  that  all  the 
inhabitants  may  contribute  in  proportion 
to  their  zeal  for  their  king  and  country, 
and  the  urgent  necessity  of  the  cause. — 9, 
To  these  tunds  shall  be  added  patriotic 
loans  of  money,  to  be  afterward  repaid  in 
full ;  and  it  is  expected  from  the  public 
spirit  of  the  inhabitants,  that  there  will 
be  no  occasion  for  forced  loans,  or  any 
other  proceeding,  which,  though  it  might 
be  violent,  would  still  be  justifiable  by 
the  necessity  of  the  case — y.  This  pro- 
clamation (bando)  shall  be  printed  and 
published  by  this  supreme  junta,  aad 
shall  be  placarded  and  circulated  in  all 
places.— JO.  All  the  magistrates  and  public 
functionaries  are  for  the  present  confirmed 
in  their  respective  offices. — Seville,  2i)lh 
May,  1  &08. — D.  Juan  Baltista  Esteller, 
Sec.  1".  D.  J.B.  Pardo,  Sec.  2°. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE   PEOPLE  OF  PORTUGAL. 

Portuguese, — Your  lot  is,  perhaps, 
the  hardest  ever  endured  by  any  people  on 
the  earth.  Your  princes  were  compelled 
to  fly  from  you,  and  the  events  in  Spain 
have  furnished  an  irrefragable  proof  of 
the  absolute  necessity  of  that  measure  — 
You  were  ordered  not  to  defend  your- 
selves, and  you  did  not  defend  yourselves. 
Junot  offered  to  make  you  happy,  and 
your  happiness  has  consisted  in  being 
treated  with  greater  cruelty  than  the 
most  ferocious  conquerors  inflict  on  the 
people  whom  they  have  subdued  by  force 
of  arms,  and  after  the  most  obstinate  re- 
sistance. You  have  been  despoiled  of 
your  princes,  your  laws,  your  usages,  your 
customs,  your  property,  your  liberty,  even 
your  lives,  and  your  holy  religion,  which 
your  enemies  never  have  respected,  tiow- 
ever  they  may,  according  to  their  custom, 
have  promised  to  protect  it,  and  however 
they  may  alTect  and  pretend  to  have  any 
sense  of  it  themselves.  Your  nobility 
has  been  annihilated,  its  property  confis- 
cated in  punishment  of  its  fidelity  and 
loyalty.  You  have  been  basely  dragged 
to  foreign  countries,  and  compelled  to 
prostrate  yovirselves  at  the  feet  of  the  man 
who  is  the  author  of  all  your  calamities, 
and  who,  by  the  most  horrible  perfidy, 
has  usurped  your  government,  and  rules 
you  with  the  sceptre  of  iron.  Even  now 
your  troops  have  left  your  borders,  and 
are  travelling  in  chains  to  die  in  the  de- 
fence of  him  who  has  oppressed  you,  by 
which  means  his  deep  malignity  may  ac- 
complish his  purpose,  by  destroying  those 
who  should  constitute  your  strength,  and 
by  rcndcrins  their   lives  subicrvicnt  to  hw 
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'■'  urnphs,  and  to  the  savnge  glory  to  w  hich 
"e  aspires. —  Spain  beheld  yonr  slavery, 
and  the  horrible  evils  which  follow e*l  it, 
with  mingled  sensations  of  grief  and  de- 
spair. Yoa  are  her  bi  other,  and  she  pant- 
ed to  fly  to  your  assistance.  Bat  certain 
chiefs,  and  a  government  either  weak  or 
corrupt,  kept  her  in  chains,  and  were 
preparing  the  means  by  which  the  ruin  of 
our  king,  our  laws,  our  independence, 
our  liberty,  oar  lives,  and  even  the  holy 
religion  in  which  we  are  united,  might 
accompany  yours,  by  which  a  barbarous 
people  might  consummate  their  own  tri- 
umph, and  accomplish  the  slavery  of 
every  nation  in  Europe — our  loyalty,  our 
honour,  our  justice,  could  not  submit  to 
such  flagrant  atrocity  !  Wa  have  broken 
our  chains — let  us  then  to  action.  We 
have  armies,  we  have  chiefs,  and  the 
universal  cry  of  Spain  is,  '■'  We  will  die 
in  defence  of  our  country,  but  we  will 
take  care  that  these  infamous  enemies 
shall  die  with  us." — Come  then,  ye  ge- 
nerous Portuguese !  unite  with  Spain  to 
die  in  defence  of  your  country.  Her 
banners  expect  you  ;  they  will  receive 
you  as  brethren  infamously  oppressed. — 
The  cause  of  Spain  and  of  Portugal  is  the 
same  :  distrust  not  our  troops — their  wish- 
es are  the  same  as  your  own,  and  you 
may  reckon  upon  their  courage  and  their 
strength  as  a  part  of  your  security. — You 
have  among  yourselves  the  object  of  your 
vengeance — obey  not  the  authors  of  your 
misfortune — attack  them —they  are  but  a 
handful  of  miserable  panic-struck  men, 
humiliated  and  conquered  already  by  the 
perfidy  and  cruelties  which  they  have  com- 
mitted, and  which  have  covered  thein  with 
disgrace  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  and  the 
world  !  Rise  then  in  a  body,  but  avoid 
staining  your  honourable  hands  with 
crimes,  for  your  design  is  to  resist  them 
and  to  destroy  them — our  united  efforts 
will  do  for  this  perfidious  nation ;  and 
Portugal,  Spain,  nay  all  Europe,  shall  breathe 
or  die  free  like  men. — Portuguese, — Your 
country  is  not  in  danger — it  is  already  gone 
—unite,  unite,  and  fly  to  restore  and  to 
save  it. — Seville,  May' 30,  180S. — By  di- 
rection of  the  supreme  Junta  of  government, 
—Don  Juan  Bautista  Esteller,  Sec.  I". 
Don  Juan  Bautista  Pardo,  Sec.  2P. 

dkclakation  of  war 
Against  the  Emperor  of  France,  Kapoleon 
the  First. 
France,  under  the  government  of  the 
emperor  Napoleon  the  first,  has  violated 
towards  Spain  the  most  sacred  compacts — 
has  arres  ed  her  monarchs—obliged  them  to 
d  forced  ?.iid  manifLSily  voidjabdicaii'jn   and 
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renunciation  ;  has  behaved  with  the  same 
violence  towards  the  Spanish  nobles  whom 
he  keeps  in  his  power — has  declared  that 
he  will  elect  a  king  of  Spain,  the  most 
horrible  attempt  that  is  recorded  in  history 
— has  sent  his  troops  into  Spain,  seized  her 
fortresses  and  her  capital,  and  scattered  his 
troops  throughout  the  country — has  commit- 
ted against  Spain  all  sorts  of  assassinations, 
robbeiles,  and  unheard  of  crueUies  j  and 
this  he  has  done  with  the  most  enormous 
ingratitude  to  the  services  wliich  the  Spanish 
nation  has  rendered  France,  to  the  friend- 
I  ship  it  has  shown  her,  thus  treating  it  with 
j  the  most  dreadful  perfidy,  fraud  and 
j  treachery,  such  as  was  never  committed 
!  against  any  nation,  or  monarch,  by  the 
;  most  barbarous  or  ambitious  king  or  {>eople. 
He  has  in  fine  declared,  that  he  will  trample 
down  our  monarchy,  our  fundamental  laws, 
and  bring  about  the  ruin  of  our  holy  catholic 
religion. — The  only  remedy  therefore  fca* 
such  grievous  ills,  which  are  .so  manifest  to 
all  Europe,  is  in  war,  which  we  declare 
against  him. — In  the  name  therefore  of  our 
king  Ferdinand  the  seventh,  and  of  all  the 
Spanish  nation,  we  declare  war  by  laud  and 
sea  against  the  emperor  Napoleon  the  first, 
and  against  France  ;  we  are  determined  to 
throw  ofi'her  domination  and  tyranny,  and 
command  all  Spaniards  to  act  ho.stilely 
against  her,  to  do  her  all  possible  damage 
according  to  the  laws  of  war,  to  place  an 
embargo  upon  all  French  ships  in  our  ports, 
and  all  property,  and  effects,  in  whatever 
pnrt  of  Spain  they  may  be,  whether  belong- 
ing to  the  government  or  to  the  individuals 
of  that  nation.  In  the  same  manner  we 
command,  that  no  embarrassment,  nor 
molestation  be  done  to  the  English  nation, 
nor  its  government,  nor  its  ships,  property, 
or  effects,  nor  any  individual  of  that  nation 
— We  declare  tl>at  there  shall  be  open  and 
free  communication  with  England,  that  we 
have  contracted,  and  will  keep  an  armistice 
with  her,  and  ihat  we  hope  to  conclude  a 
durable  and  lasting  peace. — Moreover  we 
protest,  we  w  ill  not  lay  down  our  arms  till 
the  emperor  Napoleon  the  first,  has  restored 
to  Spain  our  king  Ferdinand  the  seventh, 
and  the  rest  of  the  royal  family  ;  has  re- 
spected the  sacred  rights  of  the  nation, 
which  he  has  violated,  and  her  libertyj 
integrity,  and  independence.  —  With  the 
same  understanding  and  accordance  with 
the  Spanish  nation,  we  command  that  the 
present  solemn  declaration  be  printed,  post- 
ed and  circulated,  among  all  the  people  and 
provinces  of  Sp.nin  and  America,  that  it 
may  be  known  in  Europe,  Africa  and  Asia, 
— Given  in  the  royal  palace  of  Alcazar  at 
Seville,  this  6<.h  of  June,   ISOS. — By  order 
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of  the   Supreme  Junta  of   Government. —   | 
Manuel   Maria    Aguilar,    Sec.      Juan 
Bautista  Pardo,  Sec. 

CONNECTION  WITH  ENGLAND. 

i^on  Alvaro  Florrz  Estrada,  Procurator 
Gi'tieral  nf  the  Principalili/  of  yjsturins, 
made  the  following  Proposition  to  the 
Supreme  Council. 

The  general  council  of  the  principality  of 
Asturias  do  not  delay  a  moment  in  making 
known  to  the  public  the  daily  proofs  they 
receive  of  the  friendship  of  the  English 
government  and  nation,  who  in  order  the 
better  to  enable  it  to  supply  all  our  wants, 
have  promptly  sent  to  this  capital  a  miJitary 
committee,  composed  of  three  officers  of 
distinction,  who,  this  morning,  presented 
thems'^lves  before  the  supreme  council,  not 
only  to  assure  us,  that  all  the  supplies  and 
succour  which  we  pointed  out  to  them, 
might  be  daily  expected  in  our  ports,  but 
also  to  offer  in  the  name  of  their  govern- 
ment, to  this  principality,  and  to  the  rest 
of  the  Spanish  nation,  all  other  assistance 
we  might  stand  in  need  of ;  to  send  us 
troops,  money,  arms,  ammuniiion,  and 
other  warlike  stores,  and  to  make  a  com- 
mon cause  with  us,  in  order  that  we  might 
be  able  to  repel  and  destroy  the  common 
enemy.  That  generous  nation  deserves  the 
utmost  gratitude  on  our  part ;  but  as  it 
otTers  its  protection  to  all  the  provinces 
which  defend  the  good  casue,  it  will  know 
on  the  other  hand,  how  to  employ  all  its 
power againstthose  provinces,  wnich,  guided 
by  a  pernicious  selfishness  or  apparent 
timidity,  are  forgetful  of  their  duty,  in  the 
present  critical  circumstances  in  which  the 
country  is  placed,  do  not  endeavour  in 
imitation  of  the  real  patriots,  to  defend  the 
glorious  cause,  and  shake  olF  a  disgiaceful 
yoke.  The  supreme  council  think  it  rigiit 
to  declare  to  the  public,  that  they  felt  the 
liveliest  emotions  of  gratitude  and  respect, 
when  they  heard  the  cominissioners  give 
them  the  assurance,  that  it  was  their  anxious 
wish  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  their  blood 
fighting  with  our  brethren,  in  defence  of 
the  common  cause. —  Alvaro  Flokkz 
Estrada. — Ooiedo,  the  30lh  June,  1S(,)8. 
And  it  having  been  resolved,  that  the 
preceding  proposition  be  printed  and  circu- 
lated thrwugh  all  the  districts  of  the  prin- 
cipality, we  communicated  it  also  to  you 
for  your  inform  nion.  God  keep  you  many 
years  in  his  holy  guard. —  Igxacio  Floklz 
Valdee.  Juan  Akguf.llks  Tlral,  Re- 
presentative and  Secretary. — Oviedo,  tkc 
30//t   June,    190^. 

FRENCH   KLEF.T   AT   CADIZ, 

A  Dispatch,  togdh'-r  with  inclosuren,  Jrom 
AlaJor'Gcncral  Spencer,  Cadiz,  June  12. 
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My  Lord, — The  French  squadron, con- 
sisting of  fiv«  sail  of  the  line  and  a  frigate, 
having  placed  themselves  in  a  defensive  po- 
sition, in  the  channel  leading  to  the  Caraccas, 
and  out  of  the  reacb  of  the  works  of  Cadiz, 
and  h:iving  refused  to  listen  to  any  terms,  I 
have  great  salistaction  in  reporting  that  the 
Spanish  gun  and  mortar  boats,  and  the  bat- 
teries erected  for  this  purpose,  on  the  Isle  of 
Leon,  and  near  Fort  Louis,  commenced 
hostilities  against  the  French  ships,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  yth,  and  the 
firing  contit:ued  without  interruption  on 
both  sides  till  night.  It  was  renewed  on  the 
p.irt  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  mornmg  of  the 
lOth,  and  partially  continued  till  two,  when 
a  riag  ot  truce  was  hoisted  by  the  French, 
but  the  terms  proposed  being  inadmissible,  * 
the  Spaniards  intend  to  reconunence  hostili- 
ties witii  an  additional  battery,  to  the  east- 
ward of  Fort  Louis,  consisting  of  thirty  24- 
pounders.^-^Admiral  Purvis  and  myself 
wished  to  have  co-operated  in  this  attack, 
but  the  Spaniards,  feeling  themselves  confi- 
dent in  their  own  force,  have  declined  our 
offers  of  assistance. — The  Supreme  Council 
of  Seville  have  nominated  commissioners, 
and  applied  last  night  for  passports,  and  a 
frigate  to  convey  them  to  England,  and  they 
are  also  equally  anxious  to  send  feluccas  with 
dispatches  to  South  America. — Information 
having  been  received  that  a  small  FVench 
corps  was  assembling  at  Tavira,  with  a  view 
of  entering  Spain  by  the  River  Guadiana, 
we  have  been  requested  to  proceed  against 
this  corps,  and  (/hither  to  attack  them  on  the 
coast,  or  endeavour  to  prevent  the  further 
prosecution  of  their  plans  against  Spain.  I 
accordingly  propose  to  sail  immediately  for 
this  object,  Lord  Collingvvood  approving 
of  it. — Admiral  Purvis  had  already  detached 
three  ships  of  war  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Guadiana,  and  has  offered  every  other  ne- 
cessary assistance,  which  Lord  Collingwood 
has  since  confirmed. 

Letter  from   General  Morla,    Captain- Ge- 
iieral  of  Andalusia  and  Governor  of  Ca- 
diz,  addressed  to  their  Licellrncies  Adm. 
I'urris  and  Major -General  Spencer. 
Admiral  Rossilly,  as  your  Excellencies 
will  observe  by  the  annexed  copy,   has  pro- 
posed to  disarm,  but  upon  conditions  which 
I    thought    were    inadmissible.     Whatever 
may  be  his  terms  crt'  surrender,  I  shall  in  no 
manner  deviate  from    my   promise;    it    is 
therefore  necessary  that  1  should  have  your 
con-ent,  as    1  have  already  said  in   my  first 
conference    with    Brigadier-General    Smith 
and  Captain  Sir  John  Gore,    to  whom  I  have 
pledged   myself  with    simplicity   and    good 
faith. — It  will  afford  nie  considerable /satis- 
faction to  consult  with  your  E.xcdiencies  ou 
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all  occurrences,  incident's,  and  circunnstances,   j 
conducive  to   our  comn:ion    advantage,   and   j 
contrary    to    the    interests  of  the  common 
enemy. — Nothing  gives  me  more   real  plea- 
sure  than   the  absolute  confidence  of  your 
Excellencies  in  my  candour  and  sincerity, 
with  which  I  remain  yourExcellencies'  most 
affectionate  and  devoted  servant, —  (Signed) 
Thomas  Mokla. — Cadiz,  June  11,  1S0§. 
Letter  Jiom   Admiral  Rnssilhi ,   addressed  to 
Gen.  Moria,  dated  on  board  the  Admiral's 
ship.    Hero    Bay,    off  Cadiz,    June    11, 
1808. 

Captain-General, — Obliged  to  defend 
myself  on  account  of  the  inquietude  inspired 
into  the  people  of  this  province  by  my  im- 
posing attitude,  I  yesterday,  in  order  to  tran- 
quillize them,  proposed  to  your  Excellency 
to  quit  the  Bay.  In  case  the  English  can- 
not accede  to  this  proposal,  I  suggest  the 
idea  of  disembarking  my  means  ot  attack, 
and  keeping  ray  ships'  companies  on  board  ; 
no  colours  sh;ill  be  displayed  on  my  squa- 
dron. Hostages  shall  be  given  for  our  se- 
curity, our  sick,  and  all  the  French  people 
in  the  province,  with  their  national  and  in- 
dividual property.  Hostages  will  be  equally 
given  on  my  part.  The  refreshments,  wa- 
ter, and  provisions  necessary  for  my  squa- 
dron, shall  be  provided  on  my  paying  for 
them,  as  has  hitherto  been  done.  In  short, 
1  shall  demand  no  conditions  but  those  which 
are  necessary  for  my  honour  and  that  of  the 
people  serving  under  my  orders,  and  as  are 
compatible  with  the  public  tranquillity.  De- 
prived by  my  proposal  of  the  means  of  de- 
fence against  the  exterior  enemy,  1  demand 
security  against  them. 
Answer  from  General  Morla  to  Admiral 
Rossilhj. 
Excellent  Sir,  Admiral  Rossilly, — In  an- 
swer to  certain  proposals  and  otiicial  demands 
transmitted  by  your  Excellency,  which,  al- 
though dictated  by  your  honour,  are  unques- 
tionably incompatible  with  mine,  as  must 
be  evident  to  your  Excellency,  I  have  to 
acquaint  yon,  that  I  cannot  accept  any  terms 
but  an  unconditional  surrender,  my  honour 
and  character  not  allowing  me  to  depart  in 
any  way  from  my  promises.  I  therefore 
inform  you,  that  my  orders  from  the  Su- 
preme Council  being  positive  with  respect 
to  the  surrender  of  the  squadron  commanded 
by  your  Excellency,  I  cannot  enter  into  any 
conditions  without  previously  consulting 
them.  It  is  likewise  my  duly  to  consult 
with  the  English  commanders,  as  without 
their  consent,  I  cannot  compromise  myself. 
— For  these  reasons.  I  shall  suspend  my  at- 
tack, until  I  have  dispatched  those  two  ex- 
presses;, availing  myself  however  of  the 
intermedjate  time  to  prepare  other  means 
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for   the  attaik. — Nothing  opposes  the  indi- 
vidual esteem   entertained  for  your  Excel- 
lency, by  your  faithful  se'vant, — (Signed) — 
Thomas  MoELA. — Cadiz,  June  11, 
(To  be  conlinued.J 

Deitmark  and  Sweden. — Olservations  on 
the  Answer  published  at  Stockholm  to  the 
Danish  Declaration  of  IVar  : — from  the 
Copenhagen  Gazette. 

The  king  of  Sweden  must  have  little  re- 
spect for  his  people,  if  he  can  suppose  them 
to  be  so  unacquainted  with  the  events  of  our 
time,  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  confound 
effects  with  their  causes,  by  representing  the 
alliance  of  Denmark  with  France  as  a  cause 
of  the  present  war,  when  it  is  to  be  consi- 
dered, as  all  Europe  knows,  as  a  consequenc* 
of  the  treacherous  attack  of  England.  The 
king  of  Sweden  thinks  he  can  so  blind  the 
eyes  of  the  S\<»edish  nation,  that  he  can 
make  them  believe  that  the  war  in  which 
Sweden  is  engaged,  is  a  defensive  war, 
whereas,  it  is  an  offensive  one,  which  it  ha» 
cost  the  king  of  Sweden  much  trouble  to 
procure,  as  he  has  done  all  in  his  power  to 
kindle  its  flames. — The  ditference,  the  very 
great  difference,  between  the  policy  of  our 
government  and  that  of  the  king  of  Sw^eden 
has  been,  that  the  former  has  with  the  great- 
est care  endeavoured  to  secure  to  its  people 
the  blessings  of  peace  ;  while  the  latter  ap- 
pears only  to  have  had  for  his  object  to  sacri- 
fice the  blood  of  his  subjects,  bring  on  the 
calamities  of  war,  and  to  lay  waste  their 
peaceable  habitations.  All  see  with  surprise 
the  king  of  Sweden,  whose  constant  restless- 
ness, and  whose  false  policy  has  extended 
the  theatre  of  war  so  far  to  the  north,  yet 
represents  himself  as  the  sovereign  who 
had  ottered  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the 
Baltic  and  its  coasts.  But  he  has  ren- 
dered his  love  for  pence  too  manifest  for 
such  an  oft^'er  to  be  confided  in. 
After  having  made  every  exertion,  for 
a  series  of  years,  to  become  involved  in  a 
war,  and  having  at  length  obtained  his  object 
and  shewn  that  he  knew  how  to  enter  into 
a  war  inconsiderately,  and  how  to  maintain 
it  with  folly  and  obstinacy  after  he  hid 
been  cotnpelled  entirely  to  abandon  the  first 
theatre  of  his  war,  it  was  believed  that  true 
policy  and  regard  for  the  welfare  of  his  sub- 
jects would  have  induced  him  to  live  in 
peace  and  good  understanding  with  his  neigh- 
bours, and  to  find  a  refuge  in  the  patience 
of  a  magnanimous  people,  against  a  storm 
which  he  himself  had  raised.  His  sense  of 
danger  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  his  feeble- 
ness on  the  other,  might  probnbly  inspire 
him  with  the  wish  to  see  the  Baltic  main- 
tained free  from  a   foreign  fleet, — While  in 
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Germany  lie  wished  to  set  bounds  to  the  vie-  I  to  (he  holy  Atther,  thnt  it  was  the  decided 

tories  of" the  Emperor   Napoleiui,  and     used  wisli  of  his  inajesiy  the  eniperor  and  king, 

every  endeavour  to  persuade  dilVerent  courts   i  that  he  should  eniet  into  an  offensive  and 

that  this  was  his  object,  nor  would  he  pletige  j  defensive  league  with   the  other  powers  of 


himself  for  the  tranquillity  and  security   of  i 
the    Baltic   from     Englisli    ships.     Can    we 
place  more  contidence  in  one  of  these  pro- 
i'essions  than  tiie  other  ?     Can  it  be  required 
of  Denmark  to  trust  tlie  paci^c  promises  of 
England  ?     Will  they   be  held  more   sacred 
than    those    given   last    year,    at   the   very 
moment    when   an  attack    was    intended  ? 
A  sovereign  can   have  little  respect  for  the 
truth,    who   can  say   to  his  nation,    whose 
danger    and   sufleiing'i  are   the   only  con- 
sequences   of    an     alliance   with     England, 
"  I  have  concluded  an  alliance  with  Eugland 
to  obtain  the  means  of  defence  for  Sweden.'' 
"Was  Sweden  then  in  danger  ?     \Vh,o  threa- 
tened Sweden    with   an  attack  ?      Against 
■whom  was  this  protection  antf  aid  necessary  .' 
Every  Swede  of  sense  knows,  as  well  as  all 
Europe,    that    all    iiis    losses,  and    all    the 
dangers    that   threaten   him,    are  the   con- 
sequence of  this  alliance  with  England  which 
no  self-defence   rendered   necessary.     Had 
this    alliance  not   existed,     Sweden    would 
still     have     possessed     Pomerania,     would 
still  have  possessed  Finland,  and  the   coun- 
try   would    not   have   been    a   prey    to   fa- 
mine, and  all   tlie  misery  which  war  brings 
with   it.     Were  ail  the  ofll'ers  actually  made 
to  the  King  of  Sweden,  which  he  has  signi 
tied  were  made,  England  is  much   indebted 
to  h'.m  for    not  accepting  them  }    but  the 
Swtdish  nation  is  not.     And  if  it  were  pru- 
dence not  to  accept  so.me  of  these  offers,  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  they  could  not  induce 
him  to   depart   from   an   alliance  that  must 
certainly     have   the  most   destructive  con- 
sequences to  his  country. — Had  the  King  of 
Sweden  seen  the  true  interest  of  himself  and 
his  country,  the  North  would  have  preserved 
peace,    Sweden    would   have  itill    possessed 
Pomerania  and  Finhnd,  Denmark  her  fleet 
and  tranquillity,    and   England  her  honour. 
All  these  losses  are  the  consequences  of  the 
policy  of  the  King  of  Sv/eden.      How  olten 
has    Sweden   been  warned  by  the  Powers  of 
Euro[)e  ?     Had   we  received  such   warning, 
«nr  fleets   would    have  been  in  safety,  and 
ready,     if    necessary,    to   guard,    in      con- 
junction vvi  I  hour  northern  brethren,  the  safety 
of  our  seas  from  the  tyrants  of  the  ocean. 


The  Vow.  —An'^ivfr  of  liU  Eminence  Cnr- 
dinal  Uabie'ii,  Ji'st  SecTctary  of  Slate, 
to  ihe  iio'eof  his  Exceilency  M.  Clunnhii^' 
inj.  yjuiircistd  lu  M.  ic  bevre,  ChurgJ 
d'yJ/J flirts  /mm  the  Evipcior  oj  Fiutue, 
i!al:'l  ^/jri/  I  (J,    IbOy. 

Aflcryoaf  exc^iieucy  had  made  ktiowi; 


Italy,  as   had  been    declared  by  M.  Cham- 
pagny   to  the  Cardinal  Caprara,  by  note  of 
the  id  current,  the  dispatch  of  th=  said  car- 
dinal has  been  received,  which  brought  the 
original  note  of  the  above   minister. — The 
holy  father,  after  liaving  attentively  read  and 
considered  the  said  document,  has  ordered 
Cardinal   Gabrielli,  first  secretary    of  state, 
to  make  known  to  your  excellency  his  ho- 
liness's  sentiments  on  its  contents ;  begin- 
ning with    that  which  forms   the  cardinal 
jjoint  among  all  the  others.     His  holiness 
has  seen  with  pain,  that  even  the  final  pro- 
]5osition  therein  contained  of  the  offensive 
and  defensive  league,  should  be  accompa- 
nied with  the  threat  of  depriving  him  of  his 
temporal  dominions  in  case  of  his  non-com- 
pliance.   If  worldly  considerations  had  at  all 
influenced  the  conduct  of  the  holy  father, 
he  would,  from   the  first,  have  yielded  to 
the  wish  of  his  majesty,  and  not   have  ex- 
posed himself  to  sulVer  so  many  calamities  : 
but  the  hcly  father  is  regulated  alone  by  the 
consideration  due  to  his  duty  and  his  con- 
science, both  have  prevented  him  from  agree- 
ing to  the  federation,  and  they  equally   hin- 
der him  from   Consenting  to  the  offensive 
and  defensive   league,  which   differs  but  in 
name  5   its  nature,  however,  does  not  e.Kcept 
any  prince,  to  whom  the  pope,  according 
to   the   circumstances   of  the   times,  might 
not  become  an  enemy. — His  holiness  feels, 
moreover,   that   this   article,   far   from    im- 
proving, detracts  from  his  situation.     In  the 
articles  presented  to  Cardinal  de  Bayan,  the 
federatiou  was  proposed  as  alone  against  he- 
retics and  the  English.     But  thi>  is  couched 
in  general  terms,  pointing  out  no  people  as 
an   enemy,  yet    excluding  no  governmunt, 
no  nation,  from  the  contii.jency  of  becom- 
ing one.     If,    then,    his    holiness   declined 
from  conscientious   motives  to  be  a  party  to 
that  federation,  so    is  he   equally  withheld 
from  this  league.     The  holy  father  would 
not  merely  bind   himself  to  a  defence,  but 
toanyggrcssion.  Then  would  be  seen  the  mi- 
nister of  the  God  of  jieaee  placing  liimself  in 
a   state  of  pcr[)etual   warfare  j   then   would 
be  seeii  their  common  fatijtr  in  arms  against 
his  children,  and  the   head    of  the  churcii 
exposing  himself    by  his  own  act,  to  a  de- 
privation   of  his   spiritual  connection    with 
the  catholics^  of  tho^e  powers  against  which 
the  league  would  make  it  imperative  on  him 
to  act  hostitely.     How  then  can  his  holiness 
shake  otf  his  power  and   natural    character, 
and   sacrifice,  as   must  be  tlie  consequencej 
the  interest  of  religioa  .' — His  holiius'S,  un- 
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Jike  other  princes,  is  invested  with  a  two-fold 
character,  namely,  of  sovereign  pontiff,  and 
of  temporal  sovereign,  and  has  given  repeated 
evidence  that  he   cannot,  by  virtue  of  this 
second  qualification,  enter  upon  engagements 
which  would  lead  to  results  militating  against 
his  fn.st  and  most  important  office,  and   in- 
juring the  religion   of  which  he  is  the  head, 
the  propagator,  and   the   avenger.     His  ho- 
liness, therefore,  cannot  enter  into  any  of- 
fensive and  defensive  league,    which  would, 
by  a  permanent  and  progressive  system,  drag 
him    into   hostility    against  all  those  powers 
upon  which  his  majesty  may  think  proper  to 
make   war;   since   the  Italian    States,  now 
dependent  upon  his  majesty,  can  never  avoid 
taking   part    in   such    wars.       His    holiness 
would   consequently  be  obliged  to  become  a 
party  in  them  by  virtue  of  this  league.     Such 
an  engagement  must  begin  to  be  acted  upon 
by  the  pope  from  this  moment,  and  against 
any   Catholic   prince;     thus     waging    war 
against   him  without  a  motive.     Farther,  it 
must  be  waged  against  all  those  powers,  whe- 
ther Catholic  or  not,  who  may,  upon  whatever 
grounds;  be  the  enemies  of  anyltalian  prince. 
Thus  is  the  head  of  the  church,  accustomed 
as  he  is  to  rule  his  estates  in  peace,  driven  in 
a  moment  to  a  state  of  warfare,  offensive 
against  hostile  powers,  and  defensive  of  the 
others.     This  engagement  is  too  repugnant 
to  the  sacied  duties  of  his  holiness,  and  too 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  religion,  to  be 
entered  into   by   the   head  of  that   religion. 
His  holiness  feels  that  it  would  be  a  derelic- 
tion of  truth   to   enter  into  the  league  j   he 
would  announce,  by   such  a   resolution,  his 
refusal  of  any  accommodation,    any   peace 
with  the  emperor,  and   would  even  declare 
hostilities  against  him.     How  could  it  ever 
be  supposed,  that  his  holiness  should  be  ca- 
pable of  declaring  war  against  any  power  ? 
He  has  long  been  enduring  the  most  hostile 
treatment,  and  is  therefore  prepared  to  en- 
dure the  threatened  loss  of  his  temporal  do- 
minions.—  Heaven  is   witness   of  the  purity 
of  his   holiness'   intentions,  and  the   world 
will  judge  if  it  was  possible  to  have  conceiv- 
ed so  extraordinary  a  scheme.     Ardently  de- 
siring to  compromise,  and  to  be  in   peace 
with  his  majesty,  he  manifested  in  his  note 
of  the  28th  of  January  last,  his  compliance, 
as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  comply  ;  his  ma- 
jesty, however,  does  not  practise  all  those 
condescensions,    which     he   might   practise 
towards   the  holy  see  ;  he  persists  inflexibly 
in  demanding  what  his   holiness  neither  can 
nor  will  accede  to,  namely,  in  binding  him 
to  a  war,  and  to  a  perpetual  and  aggressive 
war,   under  the   pretence   of    securing   the 
tranquillity  of  Italy.     What  c?.n  Italy  have 
to  fear,  if  his  loliuess  should  not  enter  into 
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the  proposed   le.igue  ? — Surrounded   as  the 
papal  dominions  are  by  those  of  his  majesty, 
no  rational  fear  could  be  entertained  but  of 
the   ports  ;  yet  his  holiness  having  offered  to 
shut  them,  during  the  present  war,  against 
the  enemies  of  France,  and    to  guard    the 
coast,  he  thus  proposed  to  contribute,  as  far 
as   was   in  his  power,  without  betraying  his 
s?.cred  duties,  to  the  security  and  tranquillity 
of  Italy.     If,  in  spite  of  all  this,  his  majes- 
ty shall  take  possession,  as  he  has  threatened, 
of  the   papal   dominions,  respected   by   all, 
even  the  most   powerful  monarchy,  during 
a  space  of  ten  centuries   and  upwards,  and 
shall  overturn   the  government,  his  holiness 
will  be  unable  to  prevent  this  spoliation,  and 
can   only,  in   bitter   affliction   of  heart,  la- 
ment the  evil  which  his  majesty  will  commit 
in  the  sight  of  God  ;  trusting  in  whose  pro- 
tection, his    holiness  will  remain  in  perfect 
tranquillity,    enjoying  the  consciousness   of 
not  having  brought  on  this  disaster  by  impru- 
dence, or  by  obstinacy,  but  to  preserve  the 
independence  of  that  sovereignty  which   he 
ought  to  transmit,  uninjured,   to  his  succes- 
sors, as  he  received  it ;  and  to  maintain,  in 
its  integrity,  that  conduct  which    may  secure 
the    universal  concurrence  of  all  j)rinces,  so 
necessary   to   the  welfare  of  religion.     For 
this  Iklelity  to  his  sacred  duties,  his  holiness 
will    receive  consolation    from    the  words  of 
his  divine  master — "  Blessed   are  they  who 
are    persecuted   for  righteousness'  sake."— 
With   respect   to  the  article  relating  to  the 
dismissal  of  the  cardinals,  his   holiness,  in 
the  complaints  alledged,  had  no  need  of  ex- 
amining   the    principle    of  their  allegiance. 
Presuming  on  that  freedom  which  the  rights 
ot  nations  allow  to  every  man,  to  live  under 
that  sky  which   is   most  congenial  to"  him  ; 
presuming  on    that  new  allegiance  acquired 
by  the  domicile  of  many  years,  his  holiness 
remarks,     ihat    primitive   allegiance    cannot 
avail  against  the  sacred  obligations  undertak- 
en by   the  cardinals   in    the  church  of  God, 
the  oaths  they  take  on  receiving  the   purple, 
and  their   eminent   office   of  counsellors  to 
the  sovereign   pontiff  in  his   spiritual   con- 
cerns ;  and   that,  therefore  they  cannot  be 
torn  from   his  besom. — With   regard  to  the 
cessation  of  the  functions  of  the  legate,  and 
to   his  departure,  his   holiness   could  hardly 
have  expected  that  they  would  have  been  at- 
tributed to  the  motives  assigned  in  M.  Cham- 
pagny's  note.     His  holiness  will  repeat  them 
once  more.     After  having  tried  every  me- 
thod to  recal  his  majesty  to  his  previous  sen- 
timents towards  the  papal  see,  and  to  concert 
the  desired  reparation    of  so   many   religious 
innovations;   after  having  endured,  for  such 
a  length  of  time,  with  unsubdued  patience, 
?.nd  with  unalterable  meekness,  so  luanv  cut- 
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rages  and  insults ;  after  having  seen  how 
fruitless  were  all  the  remonstrances  urged 
ugainst  the  hostile  proceedings  of  the  rVcnch; 
ader  having  peaceably  borne  the  humiliation 
ot  imprisonment ;  and  seeing  these  insults, 
these  contempts,  these  violations,  increase 
with  every  hour,  his  holiness  found  it  neces- 
sary, though  with  the  deepest  regret,  to  de- 
termine on  the  recal  of  his  legate  in  order  to 
overthrow,  at  least,  in  the  face  of  the 
vorld,  the  false  and  scandalous  opinion  that 
whatever  might  occur,  even  the  most  flagrant 
wrongs,  would  receive  his  tacit  consent. — 
—In  this  very  recal,  the  preci.se  period  of 
which  could  not  have  been  anticipated  by 
his  holiness,  he  professed,  along  with  those 
constant  all'ectionale  regards  which  he  e'.i- 
tertained  for  his  majesty,  that  could  he  but 
consent  to  the  demand  of  the  evacuation  of 
Rome,  and  be  .satisfied  with  those  conces- 
sions which  are  compatible  with  the  duties 
of  his  holiness,  the  legate  might  continue, 
in  conformity  with  his  instructions,  to  exer- 
cise his  functions. — But  his  majesty  proved 
inflexible,  and  instead  of  receding  a  single 
Btep,  preferred  the  discontinuaace  of  the  le- 
gation, and  the  departure  of  the  pontifical 
representative. — It  is  not,  therefore,  his  ho- 
liness, who  by  this  hypothetical  recal  of  his 
legate,  has  declared  war  against  the  empe- 
ror J  it  is  the  emperor  who  chooses  to  declare 
war  against  his  holiness  ;  and  not  content 
with  declaring  it  against  his  temporal  sove- 
reignty, he  threatens  to  raise  in  his  spiritual, 
a  wall  of  division  between  the  catholics  of 
France  and  the  sovereign  pontifl",  in  tlie  as- 
surance, according  to  M.  Chamjiagny's  note, 
that  the  cardinal  legate  having  given  up  his 
functions,  the  Gallican  church  resumed  its 
doctrine  in  all  its  integrity. — His  holiness  has 
too  good  an  opinion  of  the  illustrious  clergy 
of  France  to  doubt  that  the  Gallican  church, 
however  jealous  of  its  prerogatives,  is  yet  so 
attached  to  the  chair  of  St.  Peter,  that  it 
will  maintain  itself  unshaken  in  its  true 
principles,  without  a^^serting  rights,  which 
it  does  not  and  cannot  possess  J  nor  become 
schismatic,  by  separating  itself  from  the  ca- 
tholic unity. — It  is  not  then — the  repetition 
is  iniportant  — it  is  not  his  holiness  who  seeks 
the  rupture.  A  pacific  prince,  notwith- 
standing he  was  obliged  to  witness  the  spo- 
liation, indeflance  of  all  right,  of  his  states 
of  Benevcnto  and  Ponte  Corvo  ;  notwith- 
standing his  enormous  expense  of  maintain- 
ing French  troops  ;  notwithstanding  the 
ivsurpation  of  his  capital,  the  usurpa- 
tion of  almost  all  his  sovereign  rights 3 
iiotwitlistandiii"'    tlie   violent  disnii=;.sal  of  so 


many  spiritual  persons,  composing  his  holy 
senate  J  and  notwithstanding  all  the  other 
acts,  by  which  his  dignity  has  been  degraded, 
all  that  his  holiness  did  was  to  command  his 
people  when  the  French  army  entered  Rome, 
to  shew  it  respect  J  all  that  his  holiness  did 
was  to  receive  it  in  the  most  hospitable  man- 
ner, and  implore  of  his  n)ajesty,  in  the 
mean  time,  relief  from  so  many  aggravated 
evils  ;  and  all  that  hi.s  holiness  now  does  in 
this  extremity  is,  to  mourn  between  the 
vestibule  and  the  altar,  invoking  the  pity  of 
heaven  upon  his  people,  and  that  by  a  re- 
turn to  better  counsels,  the  most  potent  em- 
peror Napoleon  will  not  sutler  the  inheri- 
tance of  the  Roman  see,  given  by  provi- 
dence to  the  head  of  the  catholic  church  in 
full  enjoyment,  to  be  lost  and  rooted  out. — 
Thus  has  his  holiness  made  war  !  Thus  has 
he  conducted  himself  to  the  present  hour  to- 
wards his  majesty,  however  distressing  and 
unfortunate  has  been  the  result.  Still  his 
holiness  will  cherish  the  hope  that  his  ma- 
jesty, rejecting  the^^counsels  of  the  enemies 
oi  the  holy  .see,  who  have  had  recour.se  to 
every  art  to  change  his  disposition,  will  re- 
vert to  their  former  friendly  correspondence, 
and  be  satisfied  with  tha  concessions  made  in 
the  note  of  the  2Sih  of  January.  If,  by 
the  hidden  purposes  of  the  Most  High,  this 
should  not  take  place,  and  his  majesty  re- 
gardless of  his  own  glory,  and  deaf  to  the 
calls  of  justice,  should  put  his  threats  in 
execution,  and  take  possession  of  the  states 
of  the  church  by  right  of  conquest,  over- 
turning the  government  in  con.sequence,  his 
holiness  will  be  unable  to  remedy  such  fatal 
occurrences,  but  he  solemnly  declares,  that 
the  fir.st  will  not  be  a  conquest,  as  his  holi- 
ness is  in  peace  with  all  the  world,  but  will  be 
an  usurpation  more  violent  than  history  can 
furnish  ;  and  the  second  will  not  be  the  re- 
sult of  conquest,  but  of  that  usurpation. 
He  declares,  at  tlie  same  time,  that  it  will 
not  be  the  work  of  political  genius  and  illu- 
mination, but  an  awful  visitation  of  that 
God  from  whom  all  sovereignty  is  derived, 
and  especially  that  given  to  the  head  of  the 
church. — Bowing,  in  that  event,  with  pro- 
found adoration  to  the  decrees  of  iieaveo, 
hi.s  holiness  will  find  consolation  in  reflecting 
that  the  creator  and  redeemer  willed  these 
things,  and  that  all  concurs  to  accomplish  his 
purposes  w  hen  his  appointed  time  arrives. 
— This  is  the  answer  which  the  undersigned 
is  commanded  by  his  holiness  to  give  to  the 
note  of  M.  Champagny,  and  to  communi- 
cate to   your   excelleiKy. — Cardinal  Ga- 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS 

Spanish    Revolvtion From  what 

has  been  piibluhed  under  official    authority, 
there   ;inp' ars  good   reason   to   hope,     that 
the    French   army  under   Geneial    Dupont 
has   been  wor.sleti,  if  not  made  prisoners  of 
war,  by  an  unconditional  surrender.     This 
event,  if   it  should  have    taken    place,  to- 
gether with  the  unconditional   surrender  of 
Kosilly's  fleet,  at   Cadiz,  will  have  a  won 
derful  effect  upon  the  minds  of  men  both  in 
France   and    Spain,  and,    indeed,   in   every 
other  part    of  Europe.     But,  auspicious  as 
these  events   must   be  considered,   I    derive 
less  satisfaction  from  th-m,  than  from   the 
sentiments  expressed    by  the    revolulionists, 
and    the   evident   mor.,1   effect,    which    the 
contest  isproduciiig,  and  has  already  produced 
in  Spain.  Amongst  the  regulations,  contained 
in  the  edict,  issued  by  the  revolutionary  go- 
vernment, for  calling  forth  the  exertions  of 
the  people,  one  is,  that  all  the  people,  wo- 
men as  well  as  men,  of  whatever  rank  they 
may  be,  who  are  not  employed  in  military 
service,  shall  assist  i?i  pelting  in  the  harvest, 
with  the  exception  of  such   women   as  are 
aged,  or  infirm,  or  of  weak  constitutions, 
and  these  are  called  on    to  employ   them- 
selves in  preparing  lint  and  bandages  for  ihe 
use  of  the  hospitals.  What  a  change!  What 
a  train   of   new  and   noble  ideas    must   be 
created!     What  a  sweeping  and  fatal  scythe 
to  luxury  and  all  its  en  iless  train  of  vices  ! 
Smash,  all  to   atoms,  go  the  fas-hions  and 
follies  of  the  cities.     The  swarms  of  players, 
buffoons,  musicians,  makers  of  false    hair, 
false  eyes,  false  teeth,  false  shoulders,  and 
false  breasts  ;  the  pimps,  parasites,  bawds  ; 
the   toad-eaters,    whether  in   red,    blue  or 
black.    The  whole  of  this  numberless  swarm 
are  dispersed}  are  driven,  by  the  first  rustle 
of  the  storm,  from  the  fruits  upon   which 
they   were   gorging  j    and,    are   compelled 
either  to  Jighl,  or  to  help  to  get  in  the  har- 
vest.    If  this  hi   not  a   revolution,  I   want 
to  know  what  the  word  revolution  means. 
When   the  air  is   foul  and  unwholesome, 
those  qualities  arise  from   its  being  full  of 
noxious  creatures  3  and,  as  General  Moria 


well  observes,  when  this  is  the  case,  a  hur- 
ricane is  necessary. — —As  to  any  hope  of 
the  French  being  resisted  without  a  total 
change  of  the  government,  and  even  a  very 
considerable  shiftmg  of  property,  it  is 
downright  folly  to  entertain  it.  Already  is 
there  a  paper-money,  and  a  scheme  for  sell- 
ing part,  at  least,  of  the  property  of  the 
church.  If  this  be  the  case  before  the  con- 
test is  well  begun,  what  must  take  place  be- 
fore it  be  ended  ? The  Courier  newspa- 
per of  the  15th  instant,  has  an  article  upon 
the  subject  of  Spain,  which  demands  par- 
ticular notice.  The  Morning  Chronicle,  of 
the  same  day.  contained  the  foUcwmg  para- 
graph :  "  We  cannot  contemplate  this  pro- 
'  ject  of  an  attack  on  Austria  without  dread, 
"  when  we  think  of  the  debasing  yreju- 
''  dices,  and  debiiilating  system  of  yhecoart 
"  of  Vienna.  All  their  sufferings  have  not 
"  served  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  impolicy 
"  of  their  principles  of  government.  May 
''  \^^e  cherish  a  hope  that  in  this,  the  extre- 
"  mity  of  their  foriune,  th^  '  will  make  a 
"  virtue  of  necessity,  and  begin  by  giving  to 
"  the  people  a  country  for  which  to  fight." 

This  is,    surely,    very   sound  doctrine. 

Nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  ;  and,  ex- 
perience, to  kings  woeful  experience,  lias 
proved,  that  not',  ing  can  be  more  true.  Yet, 
does  the  Courier  take  great  offence  at  it  ; 
and,  as  if  it,  or  its  masters,  were  a  party- 
deep!  y  interested,  fxies  in  a  passion,  and 
falls   into  the   foule.t  of   misrepresentatioa 

and  abuse. "  This,  it  will   be  remem- 

"  bered,"  says  the  Courier,  "  was  the  dis- 
"  gusting  and  detestable  language  of  a  fac- 
"  Tion  at'^the  beginning  of  the  present  war. 
"  According  to  them  hrilons  hua  nollung 
"  to  fiirht  for.— Ko{\wg  I  fighting  to  avoid 
"  subiugation  by  Buonaparte  was  lighting 
"  for  nothing!  I  It  was  by  such  aDomina- 
"  ble  language  and  doctrines  circulated  in 
"  Germ.my  by  writers  styimg  them*elves 
"  philosophers,  who  ender.vourcd  to  phi- 
"■  los;;phize  mankind  into  an  indiiference  to 
"  conntrv  constitution,  and  c'imaie,  to 
."  make  tivam  look  upon  themsCiVes  not  as 
"■  citizens  belenging  to  a  particular  siat^ 
:  *   °  D 
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H  but  citizens  of  the  worldj  it  was  by  such 
''  doctrines  that  Germany  was  reduced  to 
"  that  stale  of  apatb>  in  which  Biumapartc 
"  found  her,  and  which  rendered  her  so 
*'  easy  a  con(|uest.  The  Germans  were  in 
"  love  with  the  works  ot  their  philosophers, 
"  they  were  a  reading  nation,  they  called 
"  themselves  enlightened — the  governments 
*'  under  which  they  lived  were  old,  many 
"  of  them  had  great  defects  ;  defects  which 
*'  these  pbilosoplic)  s  magnihed  and  enlarged 
**  upon,  to  convince  the  people  that  no 
"  change  could  place  them  in  a  worse 
"  situation  than  that  in  which  they 
"  were.  The  people  believed,  and  no 
"  where  did  we  find  any  vigorous  eflorts  on 
"  their  parts  to  resist  the  French,  The 
''  people  believed,  and  what  has  been  the 
"  consequence!  —  they  thought  they  had 
"  nothing  to  light  for,  and  they  have  found 
"  that  their  former  situation,  under  even 
"  the  worst  of  their  governments,  was  per- 
"  feet  happiness  andfreedom  compared  with 
"  the  tyranny  and  exactions  under  which 
*'  they  710W  groan. — Oh,  bitterly  do  they 
"  now  repent  tlieir  criminal  apathy,  and 
"  confess  that  the  first  duty  of  every  coun- 
*'  try  is  to  resist  with  all  its  might  and 
"  means  being  placed  under  a  foreign  yoke 
"  — It  is  well  worthy  of  remark,  that  the 
"  true  and  proper  feeling  with  respect  to 
"  country  and  resistance  to  the  French,  has 
'^'  been  manifested  by  nations  supposed  to 
"  be  amongst  the  least  enlightened  in  Eu- 
"  rope — the  Calabrian  peasantry  and  the 
*'  Spanish  people.  They  lived  under  con- 
*'  slilutions  perfectly  despotic }  yet  when 
*'  they  were  invaded  by  the,  French  they  did 
"  not  listen  to  the  Burdettites  and  cold 
"  calculating  politicians,  who  told  them 
*'  the/  had  nothing  to  light  for — they  flew 
"  to  arms  and  resistance  ;  for  they  felt  that 
"  DO  curse  can  be  so  great  as  being  a  con- 
"  quered  nation,  and  conquered,  too,  by 
"  the  French.  Yet  upon  the  principles  of 
"  tlie  Burdett  party,  and  of  the  late  minis- 
"  ters,  who  say  now,  that  the  Austrian 
"  gBvcrnment,  before  they  resist  Bonaparte, 
"  "  should  begin  by  giving  the  people  a 
•■'  "  country  to  fight  for,"  the  Spaniards 
"  and  the  Calabrians  should  have  said, 
"  "  give  us  a  country  first,  before  we  fight 
*'  "  against  those  who  are  attempting  to 
"  '<  conquer  it."  Among  the  Spaniards 
"  we  saw  none  of  these  men  attempting  to 
*•  damp  the  ardour  and  heart  of  the  nation, 
"  by  such  dispiriting  doctrines — No — no — 
"  they  all  saw  that  resistance  against  France 
**  was  their  first  duty,  and  that  whatever 
"  might  be  the  defects  of  their  government, 
"  tho»i»  dwiiils   were  but  ak  dust   in  the 


"  balance,  when  weighed  against  the  pre- 
"  pondcrating  and  imperious  necessity  of 
"  preventing  their  country  from  fidling 
"  under  the  yoke  of  France. — Doctrines 
"  and  language  such  as  those  to  which  we 
"  have  alluded,  we  had  hoped  never  to 
"  have  heard  again  ;  they  cannot  be  too 
"  deeply  deprecated,  they  cannot  be  too 
"  strongly  reprobated  ;  they  are  most  exe- 
"  crable ;  they  are  the  doctrines  that  ar« 
"  admirably  calculated  to  do  service  to  the 
"  enemy ;  make  but  a  people  believe  that 
"  they  have  no  country  to  fight  tor,  and 
"  they  are  half    conquered  to  Bonaparte's 

"  hands  already," I'his  article  sets  out 

with  a  falshood,  which  has  been  a  hundred 
times  refuted,  but  which  has  still  preserved 
its  malice  in  the  breast  of  the  foul  propa- 
gator, tliough  he  himself  has  experienced  a 

change   of   place. With  respect  to   the 

Germans  being  now  in  a  worse  situation, 
than  they  were  in  under  their  former  govern- 
ment, that  is  a  point  upon  which  men 
dilTer  ;  but,  supposing  it  to  be  granted  to 
this  outrageous  assertor,  he  forgets,  that 
men  will  very  willingly  sutler  much  them- 
selves, in  order  to  bring  suffering  up&n  their 
oppressors ;  and,  he  also  forgets,  that  the 
sufferings  of  the  Germans,  though  we  were 
to  allow  them  to  be  more  acme,  are  not  so 
firmly  settled,  and  so  likely  to  be  perma- 
nent, as  they  were  before.  The  hurricane 
as  General  Morla  says,  was  necessary  ;  and, 
though  there  be  a  sort  of  pause,  the  hurri- 
cane is  720/  yet  over  in  Germany.  If  the 
Germans  should,  by  and  by,  rouse  them- 
selves, shake  off  the  yoke  of  France,  and, 
which  will  follow  as  a  matter  of  course, 
establish  freedom  in  their  country,  will  the 
Courier  deny,  that  the  French  invasion  wa» 

a  good  thing  for  Germany  ? We  are  next 

desired  to  bear  in  mind,  that  it  has  been  only 
amongst  those  who  were  the  least  enlight- 
ened, and  who  lived  under  governments  the 
most  despotic,  that  the  French  have  met 
with  any  thing  like  manly  resistance  ;  which 
is  a  pretty  broad  hint,  that  it  is  best  for  peo- 
ple to  be  kept  in  this  state.  The  Calabrians 
and  Spaniards,  we  are  told,  "  did  not  listen 
"  to  the  cold  calculations  of  the  Bnrdettiiesj 
"  they  flew  instantly  to  arms  and  resistance  j 
"  for  they  felt,  that  no  curse  could  be  so 
"  great  as  being  a  conquered  nation  ;  yet, 
"  upon  the  principles  of  the  Burdett  party, 
"  they  should  have  said  :  "  give  us  a  coun- 
"  "  try  to  fight  for,  before  we  fight  against 
"  "  those  who  are  attempting  to  conquer 
"  "  it."  No,  Sir,  there  would  have  been 
no  scii.se  in  their  saying  this;  for,  though, 
seemingly,  you  would  vrish  the  world  to  for- 
get liie  very   important  and  valuable  fact. 


101]  JULY  23,   1S08.- 

they  had  a  country  to  fight  for,  before  they 
dre\^  a   single    sword   from   the   scabbard. 
Before  they  drew  the  swoid,  their  country 
was  left  to   tliemselves  ;    they   had    neither 
king  nor  prince  ;  and,  in  the  case  of  Spain, 
so  far  from  having  a  sharer  in  their  country, 
Ihey  took  up  arms  to  defend  it  for  them- 
selves,   against    the   declared  will,    and   in 
defiance  of  the  commands  of  the  sovereign, 
whose  authority,    until  then,  they  had  im- 
plicitly obeyed.     The  Burdettites  would  not 
have  been  so  foolish  a.5  to  say  :   "  give  the 
"  Spaniards  a  country  to  defend."     They 
had  got  a  country.     They  had  it  entirely  in 
their   own   hands.     If  its  government  was 
bad,  it  was  their  own  fault.     They  had  a 
country,  and,  thtrejore,  they  took  up  arms 
to  fighr.     No,  Sir.     It  was  not  because  the 
Calabrians  and  the  Spaniards  were  under  the 
most  despotic  governments  j    this  was   not 
the  cause  of  their  taking  np  arms  in  resis- 
tance to  the  general  invader  ;  it  was  from 
n  cause  of  precisely  an  opposite  nature  j  it 
was  because,  they  felt  that  they  might,  by 
fighting,  now  obtain  their  freedom.     Their 
shackles  had  been,  all  of  a  sudden,  broken, 
or,  rather,  they  had  been  let  loose,  through 
the  imbecility  of  their  masters.     They  OJice 
more   felt   the   use   of   their   limbs ;    they 
tasted  the    sweets  of    freedom,    and  they 
were  ready  to  die  rather  than  again  become 
slaves.     No,   Sir,  I  pray  you  look  not  in  the 
Spanish  revolution  for  a  compliment  to  des- 
potic  government.     While  that  government 
existed,  not  a  noble  deed  or  a  noble  sen- 
timent did  any  man  ever  hear  of  in   Spain, 
formerly  so  renowned  for  her  valour.     The 
French  troops  came  unresisted  to  Madrid  ; 
the  French  fleet  domineered  in  Cadiz  ;  the 
people,    in   all  parts   of    Spain   where   the 
French  appeared,   gave  up  their  dinners  to 
feed   and    their   coats  to  cloth,  those  very 
troops,    whom,   since    that  government  has 
ceased  to  exist,  they  have  been  preparing  to 
fight  to  extermination.     No,  Sir,  we  must 
not  suffer  you  to  persuade  your  readers,  that 
the  mostcffectual  way  of  rendering  a  country 
invulnerable  against  the  French,  is  to  make 
its  government  despotic.     This  is   .i    very 
pernicious  doctrine,  however   well  it  may 
suit  your  purposes  to   promtilgate   it,    and 
however   palatable,    to    some    persons,    it 
might  be.     We  contend,  that  the  Spaniards 
are  now  free  men,  fighting  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  freedom ;  we  hear  them  de- 
claring, that  the  Cortes,  or  real  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  shall  be  restored  5  that 
there  shall  hearcforju  of  the  abusas,  existing 
under  the  late  government,  which  they  term 
"   base  and  infamous  ,•"  we,  therefore  hear- 
tily wish  them  success,    But,  you  obstinately 
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persist  in  considering  them  as  moved  to 
action  by  the  principles  of  despotism,  and  a'* 
having  in  view  no  other  object  than  the 
preservation  of  that  drspotism.  Napoleon, 
for  once,  oulwitlcd  himself.  He  should 
have  suffered  the  king  to  remain  in  tlie 
country,  and  brought  in  his  brother  softly, 
without  any  interregnum.  He  should  h.ne 
suffered  no  cessation  of  the  despotism.  The 
new  master  should  have  come  in,  before  the 
old  one  quitted  the  house.  There  should 
have  been  not  a  moment's  suspension  of  the 
use  of  the  rod.  When  a  German  bird- 
catcher  sells  you  one  of  the  poor  littls 
creatures  whom  he  has  enslaved,  he  takes 
a  special  care  to  put  him  out  of  his  hand 
safely  into  yours  ;  but,  king  Charles,  as  if 
he  had  meant  to  defraud  his  "  intimate 
"  friend,"  Napoleon,  let  the  bird  fly,  and 
left  his  intimate  friend  to  catch  him  and 
tame  him  again.  The  bird,  delighted  with 
the  enjoyment  of  his  native  freedom,  has 
hitherto  withstood  all  the  temptations  of  the 
decoy  at  Bayonne,  though  the  old  bird- 
catcher  has  lent  it  his  assistance  j  and. 
Napoleon,  in  a  rage,  has  sent  out  his  marks- 
men to  destroy  what  he  fears  he  cannot 
possess.  No,  Sir,  you  will  never  persuade 
the  world,  that  the  energy,  the  wisdom,  the 
bravery,  now  displayed  in  Spain,  are  the 
fruit  of  despotic  government.  I  can  easily 
conceive  reasons  for  your  wishing  to  cause 
this  to  be  believed  3  but,  in  this,  at  least, 
you  make  up  your  mind  to  a  complete  want 

of  success. "  Make  a  people  but  believe, 

"  that  they  have  no  country  to  fight  for, 
"  and  they  are  already  half  conquered  to 
"  Buonaparte's  hands."  Make  a  people 
believe.  Sir  ?  Why,  do  you  think  it  possible 
to  make  a  man  believe  that  he  is  cold 
when  he  feels  the  sweat  pouring  down  his 
forehead  ?  If  the  belief  was  produced,  in 
Germany,  for  instance,  by  artificial  means, 
had  not  the  government  the  use  of  amp's  , 
means  wherewith  to  counteract  the  philoso- 
phers ?  It  was  done  by  printing,  was  it  ? 
And  cannot  governments  employ  the  press. 
Sir  ;  cannot  they  keep  hireling  writers  and 
hireling  printers  in  their  pay  ;  cannot  they 
expend  a  considerable  part  of  the  taxes  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  a  belief  in  the 
public  mind  ?  Had  the  philosophers  of  Ger- 
many greater  powers  of  this  sort  than  the 
several  governments  had  ?  No,  Sir,  "  phi- 
"  losophy,"  as  Sir  Francis  Burdett  observed, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  some  years  .ngo, 
"  hasno  such  triumphs  to  boast  of;  revolu- 
"  tions  have  been  the  work  of  oppressWe 
*'  governments,  of  tyrannical  or  misguided 
*'  princes,  and  carrupt  ministers."  Philo- 
sophy, real  phllos.~'phy,  aided  by  the  press, 
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may  do  much  in  directing  the  mind,  in 
hastening  the  grouth  of  dibcontent ;  but, 
the  seeds  of  discontent  must  be  first  sown, 
and  take  root  j  and  this  \\ill  never  happen 
to  a  dangerous  extent,  under  a  good  govern- 

incnt. Wlu-n    you    first    espoused    the 

cause  of  the  Spanish   patriots,  you   did   not 
seem  to  be  nware  of  the  ccniclusions  which 
would  be  drawn  from  the  suc:cess  of  a  people, 
deserted  and  betrayed  by  their  royal  family, 
taking  up  arms  against  the  conqueror  ot  all 
the   rest    of  Europe.     You   seem    to   have 
been  carried  away  byyour  joy  atthe  prospect 
of  seeing   somebody,    no   matter   who,    or 
with  what  motive,    resist  Buonaparte,  and 
thereby  draw  him  oft',  for  a  while,  at  least, 
from    his  undertakings   against   this   coun- 
try.     But,    now   that    you    perceive,     the 
moral     to    which    the   Spanish   revolution 
so     plainly     points  ;     now    that    this    has 
been  shown  you,  you  appear  to  be  alarmed 
and  greatly  embarrassed.     You  cannot  wish 
Buonaparte  success ;  and  yet  you  appear  to 
see  little  less  danger   in  the  success  of  the 
patriots,  unless  you  can  cause  it  to  be   be- 
iievedj  that  they    have  not  been,  and  are 
not,     animated   by    the   love  of    freedom. 
Hence   your  anger     at  our  observations  re- 
lative to  a  people  who   have  no  country   to 
defend  ;  hence  your  malicious   revival  of  a 
very  malicious  and  refuted  faLshood   against 
Sir  Francis   Burdett.     But,    why.    Sir,    be 
so  anxious  upon  this  score  ?    Why  drag   in 
an  oldfalshood,  and  retail  it   as   truth,    lor 
the   purpose  of     indirectly  asserting,    that 
•■'  Biitons  have  a    country  to  Jigkt  for  ?" 
Who  has   asserted     the    contrary  ?     Who 
tlares  openly  and  plainly  to  assert   the  con- 
trary ?   Why,  then,  do  you  think   it  is  ne- 
cessary to  weary  us  with    a  defence  of  what 
has  not  been,  and  will   not  be,    attacked  ? 
The  Morning  Chronicle  could  not  so  much 
as  express  its  regret,    that   the  government 
of  Austria  (a  government  with  whom  we  are 
at  war)  did  not   begin  its  jireparations   for 
defence  by  giving  the   people  a  country   to 
tight  for,   but  you  must  burst  out  into  a 
violent  passion  ;    and  discover    resentment 
as  keen  as  if  you  had  n  hand  in  conducting 
a  governiHcnt  of  the  same  sort   as   that   of 
Austria.     "    Let  the  galled  j-ide  go  wince  ; 
"  our  withers  are  unwrung,'  should,  upon 
this  occasion,  have  been  the  only  observa- 
tion from    an     English    ministerial    writer. 
But  you  seem   to   take  the  thing  to  heart. 
You  seem,  from  some    cause  or  other,    to 
be  deeply   interested  in   the    reputalion  of 
the  Austrian  government,    and    are   thrown 
almost    into   madness,  at  hearing  it  ssserled, 
that,  if  the  people    aie   already   ?.s    perfect 
ilavcs  as  tlicy  c.'.n  be,  llicy  have  no   motive 
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you  wish   your    readers   to    believe  is  this, 
that  the    Sjianidrdf  are  fglili"g    Jbr  their 
country  as  it   stood   hj'ore    llie  d''j)urture  of 
tlif  royal  I'amily.     That  this   is  not  true  is 
undeniably  proved  by  the  plain   narrative  of 
events.  'Till  their  royal    family  were   con- 
pletely  gone,    they     made     no     resistance 
against  the  French  j   they  saw  the    king   and 
queen  and  prime-minister  go   to   Bayonne  ; 
they  saw  their  new   king    and   his  brethren 
summoned  to  the  same  place  ;  not  a  man  of 
them  rose  in   the  defence  of   either;    but, 
when  they  were  all  safely  gone,    when   the 
despotism   was   dissolved,    then,     and   not 
until  then,  the  people  took  up  arms.     It  is, 
by  some,  pretended,    that  the  young  king 
was  inveigled    away.        Inveigled     away  ! 
Leaving    a     French     army   in      the   heart 
of     (he   kingdom  too  !     What  !      could  a 
king     be     inveigled    away,     and     nobody 
have  any  suspicion  of  the  matter  ?     Do  you 
think,  now,  that,  if  our   king  and  all   his 
family  were  to  be  invited  by  Buonaparte  to 
take  a  trip  to  Calais,  a   French  army  being 
arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Westmin- 
ster ;  do  you  think  that  we  should  have  very 
sanguine  hopes  of  seeing  any  of  the  family 
come  back  again  ?     No  ;   that  the  people  of 
Spain  looked  upon  Ferdinand  as  being  bound 
upon  a   mere  visit  of  friendship  is  too  gross 
an  absurdity  to  be  sucked  in  by  any  but  mere 

idiots. As  to  the  use  which   is  made  of 

the  name  of  Ferdinand,  there  may  be  many 
reasous  for  that,  which   one   cannot  detail 
without    being  better  acquainted  with   the 
characters  and  probable  views  of  the  leaders 
in  the  revolution.     They,  or,  at  least,  .some 
of  them,  may  really  wish  for  his  return  to 
the  throne  3  and,  if  the  Cortes  be  tirst  re- 
stored and  abuses  reformed,  there  might  be 
no  solid  objection  to  that  restoration,  which, 
besides,    might  prevent   the  country   from 
being  torn  to  pieces  by  the  contests  of  am- 
bitious  leaders,  some  one  of  whom   must, 
sooner   or  later,   become   the   chief  ruler  } 
but,     my  opinion    is,    that,    if    Napoleon 
should,  as  there  is  some  reason  to  hope,  be 
successfully   resisted,    the   name   of   Ferdi- 
nand will,  gradually,   be  dropped,   and  that 
some  one  will  be  chosen  in  his  stead.     At 
the  outset  of  a   revolution  all  is  bustle  and 
chaos.    Men  do  not  know  one  another.   But, 
difiiculties  and  perils    try   the  hearts  j  they 
harrow  up  all   the   layers  of  society  ;   they 
bring  the  gems  to  light,  and  sink  the  baser 

soil. The  foolishest  of  all  hopes  (to  say 

nothing  of  the  wickedness  of  it)  is,  that 
Napoleon  will  be  beaten,  and  that  then  the 
Spaniards  will  quietly  return  to  a  submission 
to  their  former  despotism.     Tliere  are  peo- 
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pie  enough,  I  am  afraid,  to  entertain  such 
a  hope  ;  but,  if  they  reflected  for  one  mo- 
ment, they  must  be  convinced,  that  it  can 
never  be  accomplished  ;  for,  to  resist  Buon- 
aparte will  require  such  language,  such  sen- 
timents, such  discussions,  such  active  mea- 
sures as  to  rank  and  proper tj/  as  well  as  to 
warlike  preparations,  as  will  so  coniwletely 
annihilate  the  old  despotism,  that  it  cannot 
be  restored.  Mv  fear  is,  and  this  is  my 
greatest  and  almost  only  fear,  that  Napo- 
leon, finding  his  views  frustrated,  will  give 
way  in  time,  and  will  send  back  Ferdinand 
before  the  revolution  has  proceeded  to  a 
wholesome  length.  If  this  should  be  the 
case,  nothing  of  permanent  utility  will 
have  been  accomplished.  Napoleon  will 
have  time  to  ripen  his  plans,  to  profit  from 
past  errors,  and  to  make  his  next  stroke 
sure;  while  the  world  will  have  the  woeful 
example  of  a  people  again  becoming  slaves, 
after  having  buckled  on  their  armour  in  the 
cause  of  freedom.  For  the  taking  of  this 
crafty  line  of  policy,  the  use  which  some  of 
the  patrio's  make  of  the  name  of  Ferdinand 
affords  Napoleon  a  plausible  pretence.  "  All 
"  I  wished,"  he  may  say  to  the  Spaniards, 
''  was  to  see  your  government  reformed. 
"  Jf  you  prefer  Ferdinand  to  Joseph,  it 
"  matters  little  to  me,"  This  bait  v^'ould 
take  at  once,  and  we  should  have  the  mor- 
tification to  see  Spain  very  nearly  as  much 
under  the  influence  of  France  as  she  now  is, 
instead  of  seeing  her  free,  independent,  and 
the  fast  ally  ot  England,  which  latter  she 
naturally  would  be  under  a  government  and 
rulers  entirely  new.  I  hope  there  are  no 
persons,  who  have,  underhand,  given  ad- 
vice to  the  Council  at  Seville  to  use  the  name 
of  Ferdinand.  Every  one  must,  I  think, 
perceive,  how  mischievous,  in  various  ways, 
that  use  may  probably  prove  ;  but,  so  afraid 
are  some  persons  of  the  example  of  a  people 
defending  their  country,  and  settling  their 
own  concerns,  that  there  is  no  telling  to 
what  lengths  they  m;-.y  go. —  A  correspond- 
ent, whose  letter  will  be  foutid  in  another 
part  of  this  number,  says,<hat  we  can  assist 
the  Spaniards  onlij  in  the  name  of  their 
king,  and,  of  their  king  Ferdinand  too, 
whom  their  old  king  has  charged  w^ith  ustir- 
pation.  This  is  too  absurd  to  merit  an 
answer;  but,  the  fact  is,  that,  with  some 
persons,  there  exists  a  dread,  a  very  horror, 
of  espousing  the  cause  of  viny  people,  how- 
ever identified  that  cause  may  be  with  our 
own.  We  have  had  almost  all  the  kings  and 
princes  of  Europe  in  alliance  with  us  against 
France.  Whom  are  they  allied  with  now  ? 
And,  are  we  still  to  adhere  to  the  uld  system^, 
and  to  resolve  to  make  war  only  for  kings^ 
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I  though  thc^e  kings  protest  against  the  war, 
»  in  the  carrying  on  of  which  we  are  giving 
{  our  assistance  ?  1'hi*  is  the  rock  in  our  way, 
and  if  we  get  upon  it,  we  shall  assuredly 
split,  and  deserve  to  split,  because  we  do  it 
wii4i  our  eyes  open.  Napoleon,  once  in  se- 
cure possession  of  Spain,  would  easily  keep 
us  in  a  state  of  continual  alarm.  Ail 
hopes  of  resistance  would  be  exlinguisli- 
ed  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  which 
united  under  one  head,  would  and  must 
harrass  us  in  a  way  that  we  could  not  support 
for  any  number  of  years.  So  that  the  choice 
lies  between  that  of  seeing  the  Spanish  peo- 
ple acquire  real  freedom,  and  that  of  living 
ourselves  in  protracted  war  and  incessant 
alarm,  with  the  fair  chance  of  being  finally 
subdued.  I  am  greatly  afraid,  that  there  are 
some  persons  who  would,  without  hesitation, 
prefer  the  latter;  but  I  still  hope,  that  their 
influence  will  not  prevail.  We  are  called 
upon  to  assist  the  cause  of  real  freedom,  and 
threatened  with  subjugation  to  a  foreign 
power  as  the  penalty  of  our  refusing  to  obey 
that  call.  Nothing  can  be  more  fair,  no- 
thing more  reasonable  or  just. The  cor- 
respondent, to  whom  I  have  referred  here, 
denies,  that,  agreeably  to  the  law  of  nations. 
Napoleon  is  the  sovereign  of  Spain ;  be- 
cause, says  he,  the  cession  of  the  crown 
and  sovereignty  v/as  made  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  people.  So,  then,  as  far  as 
serves  his  purpose,  the  people  are  to  be  some- 
thing. An  old  despotism  is  not  to  be  de- 
stroyed without  their  consent  formally  ex- 
pressed ;  but,  they  are  nothing  at  all,  w  hen 
the  question  of  who  shall  we  make  war  for 
is  to  be  decided.  The  whole  o  the  royal 
family  have  abilicated  the  throne  of  Spain; 
they  have  transferred  it  to  Napoleon  ;  they 
have  gone  out  of  the  country ;  and  the  la;>t 
act  of  their  former  authority  has  been  to 
command  the  people  to  obey  Napoleon,  1 
say  that  this  is  a  vile  fraud  ;  i  say,  too,  that 
a  crown  cannot  be  rightfully  transferred 
without  the  consent  of  the  people  ;  but,  as 
far  as  the  roy.il  familv  had  anv  right  or 
power,  they  have  transferred  it ;  as  far  as 
they  could  bind  the  pe-^pie,  they  have  bound 
them  to  Napoleon.  So  that,  either  he  is  the 
rightful  sovereign  of  Spain,  or  there  is  no 
sovereign  at  all.  I  contend  ihjt  the  latte:  is 
the  case,  and,  therefore,  J  am  for  inoking 
ivar  for  the  people  ;  but,  my  correspondent 
is  still  for  making  war  for  the  king,  as  he 
calls  him,  and  that,  too,  in  dlitct  disobe- 
dience of  his  commands.  This  is  loyalty 
such  as,  I  am  persua.ied,  no  ni;  i  ever  heard 
or  read  of  before.  This  correspondent  finds 
fault,  too,  of  my  title,  or  head,  and  instead 
of  "  Spanish  Revolution}'  he  wisUes  me  to 
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use  the  words,  '■  Spanish  Patriotism."  As 
if  there  wns  something  horrible,  and  conta- 
gious, in  the  sound  of  revolution,  "\^'hy  whnt 
is  it,  whntcan  it  be,  butarevolntion  ?  We  talk 

of,  and  boast  of  our  revolution  in  England  ; 
and  why  should  we  be  scared  at  the  idea  of 
a  revolution  in  Spain  ?  The  king  and  all 
the  roy.il  family,  following  his  kingly  ex- 
ample, have  abdicated  the  throne  of  S[)ain  ; 
and,  another  royal  family  have  been  ap- 
pointed in  their  stead  ;  so  that  in  Spain,  the 
vevoliuion  is  upon  a  much  larger  and  more 
splonJ  d  scale  than  ours  was  in  England. 
What  has  my  correspondent  to  quarrel  with 
then  ?  He  is  not  by  himself,  however,  in 
this  r&'speci.  There  are  more,  who  cannot 
bear  to  look  this  great  event  in  the  face. 
They  are  delighted  that  Hnonaj)arte  is  likely 

-to  bi^  beaten,  or,  at  least,  thwirtedj  but, 
they  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  the  work 
being  done  by  n  pcop/r  left  to  manage  their 
own  ntViirs.  God  forbid  that  any  body  but 
the  people  should  be  suiiered  to  have  a  hand 
in  it !  Let  the  princes  and  the  grand^^cs  and 
the  ministers  remain  at  Bayonne  and  drink 
and  dance  and  sing  and  make  long  silly 
speeches  and  cuckold  one  another  in  peace 
and  trancjuillity.  They  are  not  wanted  in 
Spain,  where  their  lands  and  goods  will  very 
soon  be  applied  to  an  evcellent  purpose. 
They  have  led  long  enough  upon  the  labour 
of  others  ;  and  now  the  turn  of  those  others 

is  come. The  wise   men  in   the   city  of 

London  with  a  Mr.  Quin  {{  wonder  wlio 
or  what  he  is  ?)  at  their  head,  liave  assem- 
bled, in  Common  Council,  to  vote  an  ad- 
dress to  the  king  upon  the  subject  of  his 
declaration  relative  to  Spain  ;  and,  it  was, 
at  last,  resolved,  "  that  a  dutiful  an.J  loyal 
"  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  ex- 
*'  pressive  of  their  thanks  for  the  great, 
"  decisive,  and  magnanimous  measures 
*'  adopted  by  his  majesty,  towards  assisting 
"  the  glorious  cause  in  which  the  Spanish 
"  nation  is  engaged,  to  defeat  the  perfidy 
•*■  and  usurpation  of  the  common  enemy   of 

**  Europe." The  motion  for  this  address 

■was  seconded  by  the  celebrated  pastry-cook, 
who  keeps  the  large  shop  at  Cornhill,  whose 
name  is  Birch,  and  who,  amongst  other 
things,  observed,  that  "  the  day  on  which 
*'  that  court  was  assembled  to  deliberate 
*'  upon  tiie  motion  under  consideration,  was 
"  the  anniversary  of  the  French  Conffdera- 
"  iion  fth'j  Ulh  of  Ju/i/J.  That  day  had 
"  been  at  one  time  celebrated  by  a  party  in 
"  this  country,  b»U  it  remained  for  that 
"  court  to  consecrate  tlial  day  by  an  unani- 
"  mous  vote  in  favour  of  the  patriotic  efforts 
"  of  the  Spanish  people,  who  had  risen  in 
"  arms  for  the  most  sacred  duties,  to  pre- 
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"  serve  its  holi/  altars  from  pollution."—— 
The  pastry  cook  was  rather  unfortunate  in 
his  select  ion  of  fiicis  as  well  as  in  the  subject 
of  his  panegyric  ;  for,  having  reminded  his 
readers  of  the  coincidence  of  dates,  it  re- 
ma'ned  for  him,  after  his  word  "but,"  to  show, 
that  the  work  going  on  in  Spain  did  not  re- 
semble the  work  that  was  going  on  in 
France,  in  l/Ql,  at  u-hich  lime,  Mr.  Birch 
might  have  remembered,  the  altars  in 
France  remained  unpolluted,  and  that  no  al- 
teration iu  the  aflairs  of  the  church  had 
taken  place,  except  that  of  somewhat  cur- 
tailing the  influence  of  the  Pope,  at  which, 
one  would  suppose  Mr.  iiirch  must  have 
been  amongst  the  first  to  rvjoice.  But,  this 
is  not  all,  he  prizes  the  doing  in  Spain  so 
highly,  for  why  ?  because  the  pL(i[)le  have 
risen  in  arms  "  for  the  most  sacred  duties, 
to  preserve  its  ho/t/  altars  from  pollution." 
Now,  as  Mr.  Waitiim.vx  reminded  him,  ho 
was  amtnigst  the  most  vociferous  in  the  'city 
in  favour  of  the  ministers  and  against  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  whose  altars  must 
certainly  be  full  as  holy  as  those  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Spain.  No,  no,  thou  man  of  paste, 
it  is  not  the  altars  of  the  Spaniards  that  thou 
carest  for.  You  care  no  more  for  their  altars 
than  you  do  for  their  hovels  ;  all  yon  want 
of  them  is,  that  they  may  keep  on  fighting 
in  such  a  way  as  to  keep  Buonaparte  and   his 

armies  from   coming  hither. Upon  the 

subject  of  the  motion,  Mr.  Waithman, 
who  is  a  very  sensible  and  very  worthy  man, 
said  :  "  that,  agreeing  heartily  as  he  did  in 
''  the  end  of  the  moiion,  he  disapproved 
"  altogether  of  the  mode  in  which  it  was  to 
"  be  attained.  He  regretted  that  parlia- 
"  ment  had  separated  without  any  declara- 
"  tion  of  its  feelings  with  jespect  to  the 
"  cause  of  Spain.  But  it  was  decidedly  his 
"  opinion,  that  the  course  which  ought  to 
"  be  pursued  in  that  assembly  was,  not  by 
"  address  to  his  majesty,  lut  ly  a  dcclara- 
"  iion  of  their  syvipathy  in  the  Spanish 
"  cause,  and  their  determination  io  support 
"  any  measures  necessary  to  afford  them 
"  effectual  assiilance.  A  worthy  friend 
"  near  him  (Mr.  Goodbeherc)  had  an 
"  amendment  to  offer,  which  he  was  con- 
"  fidenl  would  attain  the  end  of  the  mover 
"  of  the  address,  in  away  more  desirable 
"  than  by  his  motion.  He  was  an  enemy 
"  to  addresses,  because  under  the  semblance 
"  of  a  mark  of  attachment  to  the  sovereign, 
"  they  amounted  indirectly  to  an  approba- 
"  tion  of  the  conduct  of  ministers.  The 
"  worthy  alderman  had  alluded  to  the  cele- 
"  bration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  destruc- 
"  tion  of  the  Bastile.  He  could  not  see 
"  any  distinction  between  the  caase  of  the 
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"  people  of  France  at  that  period,  and  (he 
"  struggle  of  the  people  of  Spain,   for  their 
"  independence  and  liberty  in   the   piv-sent 
"  instance  ;    and  if   tiie   people   had  been 
*'  then    suffered     to    pursue    their    object 
"  without    external   interference,     a  great 
"  part   of  the   calamities   which   had  since 
"  befallen  Europe,  would   have   been   pre- 
"  vented,     as     well   as   the    vast    erfusinn 
"  of  blood  and   treasure   which   had  since 
*'  taken   place."  There  was  no    answering 
this.     On  the  I4th  of  July,   1791,  I  think 
it  was,  the  cause  of  the  French  was  so  much 
like  what  the  cause  of  the  Spaniards  now  is, 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  make  a  dis- 
tinction.    The  Spaniards  are  fighting  against 
foreign  invaders,  and  for  a  reform  of  abuses. 
So  were  the  French,  at   the  out-set  of  their 
revolution  ;  and,  it  is  truly    worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  we  who  fought  against  the  PVench, 
should  now  be  fighting  for  the  Spanish  peo- 
ple.— There  was  one  Dixont,  who  objected 
to  an  amendment,  upon  the  plan   of  Mr. 
Waithman,  because  it  was  wof  constitutional 
for  the  assembly  to  convey  its  sentiments  to 
the  public,  in    any  other   way   than  in  an 
address  to  the  throne,  and  hinted  at  certain 
motives,  by  which    Mr.  Waitliman  and  his 
friends  were  actuated.     To  this  Mr.   Waith- 
xnan    replied,  "  that  as  motives   had   been 
"  personally    imputed   to    him,     he   would 
"  have  been  glad  that  the  motives  had  been 
*'  nienlioued.     It  had  always  been  his  wish, 
"  as  it  would  through  life,  that  his  motives 
"  should  be  not  only  apparent,  but  publicly 
*'  known.      As    the    imputed  motives  had 
"  not  been  mentioned,  he  should  state  some 
"  motives  by  which   he  had  not  been  iiitla- 
*'  enced.   He  had  not  written  to  lord  Gren- 
"  ville  for  a  living  for  one  of  his  sous,  nor 
"  had   he  obtained    from    the  present  ad- 
"  ministration  places  for   two  other  so?is." 
Whence  it  appears,  that  the  loyalty  of  the  said 
Dixon  is    much   about  of  the  same  sort  as 
that  which  passescnrrentat  Whitehall.  These 
are   valuable  anecdotes.     They  serve  to  ex- 
plain the  conduct  of  men.     What  a  shock- 
ing thing  it  is  to  reflect,  that  there  is  scarce- 
ly a  living  soul,  however  contemptible,  that 
appears  upon  the  public  stage,  with  loyalty 
in  his  mouth,  who  has  not  an   eye  upon  the 

taxes  ! Mr.  Quin,  too,  whose  voice  and 

manner  resemble  those  of  an  itinerant  hero 
of  the  buskin,  has,  I  dare  be  sworn,  an 
eye  towards  the  ta>wes,  or,  at  least,  towards 
knighthood  j  which  latter  he  may  probably 
obtain  by  way  of  augmenting  the  amount  of 
his  claim  to  the  former  ;  for  he  will  hardly, 
like  the  latt*  worthy  and  deeply  regretted 
Mr.  Phillips,  get  himself  knighted  for  the 
Kiere  honour  of  the  tkiDg.—— Verily,  if  the 


poor  Spaniards  have  nothingbetter  to  support 
them,  than  the  friendship,  or  rather,  empty 
applause  of  these  canc^idates  for  place  and  for 
city  nobility,  Iheir  cause  is  in  adesperate  way. 
Not  a  wo'  d  of  sympathy  is  expressed  ;  not 
a  penny  is  proposed  to  be  raised  ;  nor  is  the 
kmg  advised  to  do  any  thing  in  behalf  of 
(hat  cause.  Mr.  Quix  talked  about  /rc?- 
dom,  bat  it  was  ea.sy  to  iv-rceive  what  sort 
of  freedom  he  meant.  Not  a  word  did  he 
say  about  the  restoration  of  the  Cortes,  or 
the  reform  of  abuses.  Not  a  word  of  cen- 
sure upon  the  cowardice  and  treachery  of 
the  late  rulers  of  Spain  :  all  was  mere 
mouthing  invective  against  Buonaparte  j 
and  this,  I  am  sorry  to  say  it.  is  all  that  one 
can  get  from  any  of  those,  who  are  kn'.uva 
for  adherents  of  the  ministry.  But,  thi^re 
is  another  city,  from  the  people  of  which, 
were  they  to  assemble,  I  should  expect  bet- 
ter things.  They,  too,  might  addi-ess  the 
king,  and,  through  that  channel,  they 
might  express  their  views  of  what  is  going 
on  in  Spain.  To  them  the  independent  part 
of  the  nation  would  listen,  and,  like  bread 
cast  upon  the  -waters,  the  effects  of  their 
address  might  appear  again  after  many  days. 
Jt  is  of  great  consequence,  that  now,  at 
the  outset  of  this  great  change  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Europe,  the  people  of  England 
should  be  rightly  informed  of  its  causes, 
and  of  the  principles  by  which  the  movers 
are  actuated.  If  the  Spaniards  should  be 
successful,  that  success  cannot  fail  to  be 
felt  here;  but,  for  it  to  produce  its  full 
effect,  the  people  must  begin  betimes  to 
think  rightly  as  to  the  causes  which  led  to  it. 
Botley,  2\st  July,  1S08. 


MAJOR      C.AP.TWRTGHT's     LETTER     TO       MR. 
WHITEREAU    ON    THE    AFFAIRS   OF  SPAIN. 

Enfield,  J".ly  15,  1808. 
Dear  Sir  ; — It  is  said  to  have  been  ttia 
advice  of  Lord  Mansfield  to  a  person  ap- 
pointed to  a  judicial  situation  abroad,  to  de- 
cide causes  to  the  best  of  his  judgnaent,  but 
never  to  give  reasons  in  support  of  his  de- 
cisions. When  you  deprecated  the  discus- 
sion bronght  forward  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  res- 
pecting ttie  resistance  rising  in  Spain  to  the 
domination  ot  Napoleon,  your  forming  an 
erroneous  opinion  on  the  prudLUce  or  im- 
prudence of  that  discussion,  was  of  littla 
consequence  ;  and  few  would  have  kept  ia 
their  minds  any  recollection  of  an  error, 
supposing  you  fo  have  committed  one,  had 
you  not  written  a  book  to  explain  your  con- 
duct and  sentiments.  There  being  in  this 
proceeding  a  forma;  appeal  to  the  public,  if 
no  part  ot  your  book  be  leplied  to,  you  may 
imagine  it  unanswerable  ;  and  sg  be  con- 
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firmed  in  error,  if  into  any  you  have  fallen.   ! 
It   is   by    friendly  disputation  on    shades   of 
difference,  that  well-intentioned  men   come 
to  be  of  one  mind.     To  speik  mine  plainly, 
I  think  you  have  been   wrong    both   in  your 
conduct  and    your   reasoning.      A  part   of 
Spain  (a  country  open  (o  us  on  three   sides) 
had  drawn  its  sword   upon  Napolesn,  had 
flung  the  scabbard  in  his  f.ice,  and  had  sent 
its  deputies    to  England.     What  knowledge 
beyond   this,    was  wanting  to   an  eloquent 
member   of    parliament,     C&r    fanning    the 
flame  of  Spanish  patriotism,  and  at  the  same 
time   touching  generally   on   the  principles 
■which  ought  to  govern  ministers  in  their  co- 
operations with  these  new  allies  ?     Was  not 
this  an  occasion  to  have  been  seized  on  with 
avidity,     for     delivering     those    sentimenis 
which  the  English  constitution  so  eminently 
teaches,  for  the  ''ecf  very  of  liberty,  and  for 
the  defence  of  a  country  against   invaders  ? 
And  nothing,  surely,   was  more   easy,  than 
to  have  expressed  an  admiratien   of  Spanish 
virtue,    and    an     approbation    of    affording 
every  practicable  assistance,  without  calling 
on   mini-fers  for    unnecessary    explanations. 
But,  on  account  of  the  unfitness  ot  calling  for 
disclosures,    you    deprecated,     (uiiadvisedly 
as  I    think)   all   ntention   of  the   sv.bject  in 
parliament  ;  and  in   the   explanation   since 
given     of     your    conduct     and     motives, 
(•n  your  Letter  to  Lord    Holland)  you  ap- 
pear to  me  not  to  [-nve  mended  your  case. 
Your  original    coldness   no  argument   can 
teach   me   to  approve.     If  it   were   a  force 
upon  your  own  feelings  for  liberty,  I  cannot 
understand  it.     Not  even  in  th«  view  of  the 
most  frigid  caution,  does  it  ^eem  to  have  any 
warrant.     In   the  same  bieath  that  you  con- 
vey to  us  how  little  confidence  you'have    in 
mmisters,  as    '■  incapable  of  conducting   to 
*'  a  happy  issue  the  efforts  of  a  great  people, 
**  just     entering     upon    a   struggle  against 
"  tyranny  ani  oppression,"  you  give   it    as 
your  opinion,  that   those    ministers,  merely 
because  of  thiir    superior  intelligence    from 
Spain,     were   "  those  only    who" — "could 
"  judge  of  the  steps  lit  to  betaken."     Nay, 
you  hold  this  to   be  "  a  case   in    which  the 
"  servants  of  the  crown  ought    to  be  left 
"  perfectly  free" — "  to  form   and  execute 
'*  their  own  designs  ;"  foritS(?ems,    'Mhey 
"  are  of  the  king's  appointment  :   to   thetu 
"  the  interests  ot  the  kingdom   are  conli- 
"  ded." — And  was  not  the  late  minister  of 
Spain,    the   Prince  of    the  Peace,    of    the 
king's  appointment  ?  were  not  to  him  "  the 
•'  interests  of  the  kingdom"  of  Spain  con- 
fi.led  ?    Was   not   a   rcoyal   appointment   in 
Spain,  as  sacred  as  a   royal  appointment   in 
England  ?    Who  could  doubt  the  wisdom  of 
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Charles  the  I\',  more  than  that  of  George 
the  III.  ? — By  the  majority  of  the  grandees 
and  courtiers,  the  Prince  of  the  Peace  was 
accordingly  left  "  perfectly  free" — "  to 
"  form  and  execute  his  own  designs  5"  un- 
til those  designs  were  perfected  at  Bayonne, 
in  the  royal  family  and  the  whole  court  being 
in  the  clutches  of  the  treacherous  Napoleon; 
the  capital  and  strong  holds  of  the  country 
being  occupied  by  French  armies  ;  and  Spain 
being  reduced  to  the  alternative,  of  either 
receiving  the  Corsican  yoke,  or  shedding 
rivers  of  blood  to  preserve  her  independence. 
Blessed  fruit  cf  the  sacredness  of  a  royal 
appointment  and  of  implicit  confidence  in 
a  minister  ! 

That  a  minister  was  "of  the  king's  ap- 
"  pointment,"  used  to  be  the  very  reason, 
why  implicit  confidence  was  nol  to  be  given 
him,  and  why  the  jealous  and  vigilant  eye 
of  parliament  was  to  be  kept  on  all  his 
motions.  But  we  have  of  late  learned  new^ 
maxims  of  government.  The  "king"  ap- 
points. The  constitutional  watchmen  of  the 
state  i:re  therefore  to  sit  with  seals  en  their 
lips.  Or,  if  any  thing  is  to  be  uttered,  it  is 
"  confidence,  confidence^  confidence." 
This  new  doctrine,  I  allow,  is  perfectly  in 
harmony  with  a  House  of  Commons  having 
numerous  placemen  ;  with  sinecure  (tfices  ; 
as  well  as  with  universal  jobs  and  abuses, 
and  the  superadded  expense  of  commission- 
ers in  every  department,  who  bring  not  lo 
justice  a  single  peculator.  The  creed  I 
know  is  become  extremely  fashionable 
among  modern  statesmen,  whether  in  or 
out  of  power  ;  as  those  who  are  out,  hope 
in  time  to  get  in.  That  it  is  a  creed  ex- 
tremely offensive  to  the  people,  matters 
not.  As  ministers  are  "  of  the  king's  ap- 
pointment," the  opinion  of  the  people  is 
little  cared  for.  It  is  therefore  perfectly 
natural,  that  the  people  should  as  little  care 
who  are  ministers.  And  so  things  must 
continue,  until  a  party  shall  rise  who  shall 
be  advocates  for  the  whole  constitution,  and 
nothing  but  the  constitution.  Let  us  hope 
that  day^  is  not  far  distant. 

You  are  still,  Sir,  it  seeras,  an  advocate 
for  offering  peace  to  the  French  Emperor  j 
but  you  have  not  yet  shewn  us  the  basis  on 
wdiicli  a  peace  can  be  concluded  with  safety. 
Unless  yon  can  do  this,  1  confess.  Sir,  that 
I  can  allow  to  your  opinion  but  little  weight. 
Have  you  well  conieinplated  the  recent  con- 
duct of  this  French  Emperor  towards  Spain, 
while  she  was  in  his  alliance,  and  fighting 
by  liis  side  ?  After  you  shall  have  so  done, 
then  tell  us  what  you  should  think  of  the 
judgment  of  a  Spanish  statesman,  who,  be- 
fore ike  national   Cartas  were  restored,  and 
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the  Spanish  population  covipletelij  armed  and 
trained  to  deftnnve  war,  should  "now" 
advise  the  gMverning  powers  of  his  country, 
to '' coniiiiL-ncea  iitgociation  with  the  ene- 
"  my,  on  a  fonung  of  equality,  for  the 
"  termination  of  hosiilities  on  terms  af 
*'  equal iiy  and  honour  ?"  Are  you  aware, 
Sir,  huw  much  a  man  implicates  himself 
•with  the  instruments  of  despotism,  who, 
in  calliu'^  i^or  peace,  denuinds  nut  at  the  san«.e 
time  those  accompaniments,  by  wliich  alone 
his  country  can  htive  freedom  ?  It  your 
peace  is  not  to  oe  guarante<='d  by  inde-pen- 
cfence  in  the  House  nf  Commons,  and  by 
arms  in  the  hands  of  the  people  on  the  true 
principle',  of  our  co;i-tituti(ni,  hov/  is  it  to 
kreu  Napoleon  out  of  England  when  he 
sh  d!  choose  to  enter  it?  Or  how,  if  he 
should  enter  it,  will  the  condition  of  Eng- 
land be  superior  ro  that  of  Spain,  under 
the  corrupt  and  infamous  government, 
which  so  lately,  as  the  last  act  of  its  baseness 
and  atrocity,  sold  her  to  the  Corsican  ? 
These  questions,  Sir,  I  put  to  you  as  a 
"Whig— i-as  a  man  professing  a  regard  for  libcr- 
t)' — as  one  wno  occasionally  talks  of  the 
conslitutii.n — as  once  a  member  of  "  the 
"  society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  asso- 
"  ciated  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  Par- 
*'  liamentary  Reform."' — While  "  the  eman- 
"  cipation  of  Spain,  the  enthronement  of 
"  Ferdinand  Yil,  and  the  amelioration  of 
"■  the  government  of  that  country,  thi"ough 
"  the  means  of  the  legitimate  organ  of 
"  their  Cortes,  or  any  other  of  their  own 
''  choosing,"  as  well  as  "  the  freedom  of 
*■*■  the  Spanish  royal  fainily,"  are  it  seems  to 
be  among  the  very  objects  of  your  proposed 
riegociation  for  peace,  how,  in  God's  name, 
has  it  happened,  that  not  a  single  thought 
has  been  bestowed  on  those  things  which  on 
our  account  ought  to  be  the  accompaniiiK^nis 
of  Peace  ?  To  question  you  :  but,  had  you 
strenuously  insisted  on  these  English  objects, 
"  is  there  a  statesman  who  could  doubt  of 
"  their  propriety,  of  their  justice,  of  their 
"  honour?'  Could  a  Windham,  a  Gren- 
ville,  or  a  Grey  have  condemned  you  ? 
Could  a  Castlereagh  or  a  Hawkesbury  ha-,  e 
reproved  you  ?  "  U  rejected,  is  there  a 
"  free  spirit  in  the  universe  that  would  not 
"  join  in  applauding  your  honesty  and 
"  wisdom  ?" 

I  have  now,  Sir,  for  the  hundredth  time, 
explained  *'  my  views,  and  I  am  desirous 
"  they  should  be  known.  I  may  be  deem- 
"  ed  romantic  for  entertaining  them.  But 
"  I  trust  that  those  who  may  treat  me  as 
"  chimerieal  or  absurd" — those  especially 
who  class  themselves  among  the  friends  of 
liberty  and  the  constitution — will,  for  the 


benefit  of  their  country,  explain  the  grounds 
en  which  they  claim  to  be  considered  a» 
better  practical  politicians. 

Self-deceit  is  not  alv;ays  merely  personal ; 
we  are  equally  subject  to  this  foible  whea 
we  put  ourselves  m  the  place  of  our  nation. 
When,  therefoie,  we  would  know  what, 
in  the  making  of  a  peace  is  necessary  to 
national  safety,  we  ought  not  only  to  foresee 
the  extremity  to  which  miigovernment  of 
any  kind  is  leading  us,  but  to  conteniplata 
also  the  dangers  to  which,  after  peace  shall 
be  made,  we  shall  still  be  exposed,  unless 
that  peace  have  the  uccompuni'/ients  necessa- 
ly  to  national  health  and  vigour  in  full  per^ 
fection.  As,  after  what  has  passed,  it  is 
evident  thai  Spain,  in  peace,  can  have  no 
safety,  unless  her  renovated  Cortes  shall  in- 
sure to  her  a  r-efcrmed  government  ;  and 
unless  her  people  shall  become  an  armed 
nation,  organized  for  crushing  an  invader, 
whatever  his  force,  and  how  sudden  soever 
his  coming  ;  so,  in  our  own  case,  (who  are 
only  separated  from  France  by  a  channel,  as 
easily  passed  as  the  Pyrennean  mountains)  I 
beseech  you,  Sir,  if  you  would  not  pass  for 
an  unreflecting,  a  temporizing,  or  a  mere 
party  statesman,  duly  to  estimate  the  value 
of  a  proposition  for  peace,  without  those 
accompaniments,  of  a  reformed  parliament 
and  armed  safety,  by  which  aloue  a  peace 
can  yield  the  fruits  of  peace. 

So  wide  indeed  am  1  from  what  appears 
to  be  your  opinion,  that,  in  my  judgement, 
the  minister  who  should  negociate  a  peace 
with  Napoleon,  and  at  the  same  time  neg- 
lect a  renovation  of  our  Commons  House 
of  Parliament  and  of  our  Posse  Comitatus — 
the  shield  and  the  spear  of  the  constitution 
— would  richly  deserve  to  lose  his  head.  I 
beg  I  may  be  clearly  understood.  I  protest 
against  all  substitutions  whatever,  in  place 
of  that  system  of  arming  which  you  must 
know  to  he  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of 
our  country,  agreeably  to  the  voice  of  nature, 
and  the  princioles  of  human  liberty.  I 
equally  object  to  the  dexterity  of  a  Dundas, 
to  the  dictation  of  a  Pitt,  to  the  artifice  of  a 
Yorke,  to  the  fancy  of  a  Windham,  and  to 
the  project  of  a  Castlereagh,  who,  each  in 
his  turn,  as  if  the  constitution  were  not 
good  enough,  or  else  too  good  for  him,  has 
accordingly,  in  respe-ct  of  arming,  substi- 
tuted for  that  constitution  some  conceit  of 
his  own.  By  the  parliament,  as  if  the  mere 
creature  of  every  succeeding  minister,  these 
ephemeral  maggots  of  the  day  have  been  suc- 
cessively and  regularly  preferred  to  the  con- 
stitutional system,  Howraany  more  of  these 
inventions — all  of  them  without  exception 
hostile  to  our   liberties — we   are  yet  for  our 
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punishment  doomed  to  number,  no  human 
sngacity  can  divine. 

Keep  your  eye,  Sir,  upon  Spain  ;  that 
faithtul  mirror  in  which  we  may  see  in  its 
true  light,  the  value  of  tliat  return  to  our 
constitution  which  has  been  so  much  despi- 
sed and  so  long  negkcted.  I'o  what  does 
Spain,  lo  what  can  she  resort,  in  the  hour 
of  her  extremity,  but  to  a  renovated  Cortes 
and  an  armed  population  ?  It"  she  fall  in 
the  attempt,  it  can  only  be,  because  she  r«- 
formed,  and  armed  too  late.  And,  if  she 
should  fall,  we  know  \vho?e  harness,  for 
the  tii'al  conflict,  must  be  next  buckled  on. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  your  well -wis!ier,    • 
J.  Cartwkight. 


SPANISH    REVOLUTION. 

Sir,  —  In  your  last  number  [Vol.  Xlil. 
p  100^],  you  have  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim, 
that  ■'  a  sovereignty  ceded  is  a  sovereignty 
rightfully  possessed  ;'*  and  you  challenge 
the  "  sticklers  for  the  law  of  nations,"  to 
shew  how  it  is  that  Buonaparte  is  not,  at 
this  moment,  the  rightful  sovereign  of  Spain. 
T.)  me  it  appears,  that  if  Buonaparte,  at  this 
moment,  holds  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  by 
any  tenure,  it  is  by  a  tenure  which  all  laws 
botli  individual  and  national,  not  only  do  not 
sanction,  but  positively  reprobate.  In  pri- 
vate property  no  man  can  cede  his  right  of 
inheritance,  or  possession.  This  right  be- 
longs not  to  him  exclusively,  but  to  his  fa- 
mily. He  is  a  mere  life- renter.  Fro.m  his 
ancestors  liis  inheriianc3  w'as  acquired,  and 
to  his  own  posterity  it  must  be  fiilh fully 
transmitted. — But  this  is  a  law.  Sir,  precise 
as  it  is,  which  applies  not  only  to  the  trans- 
mission of  the  private  property  of  individuals, 
but  also  to  the  transmis.sion  of  crowns  and 
sceptres,  in  as  far  as  sovereigns  are  but  in- 
dividual.s,  and  mere  men,  subject  lo  the  laws 
of  nature,  and  to  the  dictates  of  coninion 
sense.  There  is  however,  besides,  some 
thing  still  stronger  whicii  always  will,  and 
ought  to  have  a  very  powerful  efiect  upon 
the  assignation  of  sovereignties  ;  and  inde- 
jjendent  of  which  no  sovereignty  can  be 
held,  but  by  the  violent  hand  of  usurpation, 
or  coPiqucst.  T  mean,  the  will  and  voice  of 
the  people.  What  is  a  sovereign  but  the 
dekg.itc  of  his  subjects,  to  whom,  accord 
ing  to  the  nature  of  the  goveriiment,  is 
entrusted  the  management  of  the  public 
affairs,  and  the  furtherance  of  rhe  laws  of 
the  nation  ?  It  is  from  his  subjects  that  every 
ruler  derives  his  authority  ;  and,  without 
their  approbation  and  concurrence,  his  pow- 
er and  title  can  no  longer  exust.  Upon  this 
irrefr.igable  principle,  no  monarch  can,  from 
his  private  whim,  without  the  sanction  of 


Ids  subjects,  or,    rather,   his  constituents, 
pretend   to  cede  his  sovereignty  to  another 
person,   out  of  his  family.     He  may,  per- 
haps, resign  it  in  favour  of  his  son,  or  lineal 
and  legal  successor,  as  Charles  V.  did  in  fa- 
vour of  his  son  Ferdinand,  because  he  has» 
in  a  manner,  the  virtual  consent  of  his  sub- 
jects for  so  doing,  from  their  allegiance  to 
an  hereditary  sovereignty  ;   but  to  dispone  it 
to  a  stranger  is  an  inconsistency,  an   impos- 
sibility }    and,   excuse  me  Sir,    for  saying, 
that  it  appears  an  ab^urdity  to  maintain  that 
a  tenure  flowing  from  such  a  source,  con- 
stitutes a  good,   and  unimpeachable  right  to 
a  great  kingdom. — >>apoleon,  therefore.  Sir, 
is  worse   than   usurper   of  the   Spanish  so- 
vereignty, and  ought  to  be  expelled  by  evcrj 
mode   of  annoyance  :     but,    you   say,     [p. 
999]   "  our  ministry  may  look  upon  tho  re- 
"  storatio}!  of  the  monarchy,  and  the  con- 
"  tiriuance  of  the  government,  of  the  ranks, 
"  and   of  the  orders  in  Spain,   as  the  price 
"  of  our  aiding  this  expulsion  ;"    and   that 
"  were  yon  a  Spaniard,  rather  than  receive 
**  their    aid    upon    such    conditions,    you 
*'  would,  after  using  all  the  means  in  your 
*'  own  power  to  keep   us  out,  admit  Na- 
"  poleon  and  his  government  !  !  !"     Here 
either  hutry  or  enthusiasm  has  deprived  you 
of  the    power    of  discriminating    bad    from 
worse,   and  worse  from  worst.     But  admit- 
ting that  the  government  of  Spain  has  been 
as  bad  as  you  represent  it,  still   I    say   that 
the  restoration  of  it,   or  of  the  family  at  the 
head  of  it,   is  the  only  object  for  this  coun- 
try assisting  the  Spanish  patriots.     Changes 
of  government  are  always  dangerous,  and 
a  change  great   and  violent,  such  as  that  of 
Spain,  at  present,  would  be,  which  tries  to 
derange  or  to  anticipate   the   un-form    se- 
quence  of  events,  invariably   proves   fatal. 
What !  because  an  accidental  abdication  of 
their  sovereign  h.ns  taken  place,  either  from 
his  own   weakness  or  the   intrigues  of  an- 
other, are  the  Spaniards  to  attempt  a  change 
of  government   at   present,  when  France  is 
ready  to  exterminate  them  from  the  pale  of 
fjurope  ?     Such  an  attemjit  would  be  tolly, 
which  leads  to  perdition.     No  :   this  is  not 
the   season   for  such   national   reformation. 
However  fair   the  fabric,  the    whole   mass 
will  crumble  to  pieces  in   a  moment,  unless 
its  foundation  be  good;  and  the  foundation 
cannot   be  laid  till  the  ilood  has  subsided, 
when  the  sand  of  corruption  may  be  safely 
cleared   away,    and   the  solid     rock,    upon 
which  improvement  may  be  erected,  search- 
ed for,   and  laid  bare.     It  ought  to  be  the 
boast  and  the  stimulus  of  every  Spanish  Pa- 
triot,— if  our  government  is  bad,  let  the 
present  occurrence  rouse  us  reasonably  t» 
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work  for  its  improvement  when  the  proper 

season  arrives  ;  but,  bad  as  it  may  be,  rather 
than  meanly  accept  of  the  insidious  offers  of 
our  enemies,  we  will  fight  tor  it  to  the  hist 
drop  of  our  bli)od,  merely  because  it  is  our 

own. But,    Sir,   besiiles  this   oonsidtra- 

tion.  the  only  object  lor  «ur  aftoniing  as- 
sistance to  i  he  Sj-anish  Patriots  ought  to  be 
the  esLablij-hmeul  of  the  old  royal  family  on 
the  throne  of  Spain,  because  this  is  the 
only  deli[)ite  object  which  they  can  at  pre- 
sent figiit  lor.  It  is  impossible  that  the 
Spaniards  can  have  formed  any  distinct  idea 
of  an  improved  government,  supposing  this 
were  the  proper  season  for  carrying  it  into 
execution  :  and,  this  being  the  case,  all  our 
aid  v\ould  serve  only  to  weaken  ourselves  ; 
and  Buonaparte  would  say  as  a  certain  re- 
bellious Scotch  nobleman  said  of  old,  when 
Uie  Co'.n't  ot  Scotland  was  rent  by  contend- 
ing factions,  that  "  he  is  happy  to  see  the 
"  parlies  hacking  and  hewing  each  other, 
"  as  Jic  will  be  able  to  take  possession  of 
"  the  government  when  they  themselves 
"  have  destroyed  each  oiher." — Moreover, 
it  is  contrary  to  sound  policy  for  us  to  give 
"  aid  to  shake  oif  the  yoke  of  both  sorts  of 
"  tyranny."  We  have  nothing  to  do  whe- 
ther the  Spaniards  are  pillaged,  robbed, 
gagged,  imprisoned,  &:c.  I,  for  instance, 
have  much  occasion  to  dictate  to,  and  assist 
you  in  managing  the  private  matters  of  your 
own  family  ;  for  example,  to  advise  you  not 
to  dig  your  own  garden.  What  is  oppres- 
sioa  to  one,  is  pleasure  to  another.  One 
nation  may  assi::>t  another  against  the  com- 
mon enemy  ;  but  the  practice  of  interfering 
in  the  regulation  of  internal  government, 
terminates  always  in  the  detrlnient,  or  ruin, 
either  of  the  assisting,  or  of  the  assisted. — 
The  contrary  is  incompatible  with  the  selMsh- 
ness  of  man.  The  ancient  Britons,  by  call- 
ing in  the  Saxons  and  Normans  to  assist 
them  in  organizing  their  legislature,  becan-ie 
the  slaves  of  their  assistants  ;  and  we,  who 
most  imprudently  interfered  in  the  French 
revolution,  have  raised  up  an  empire,  which 
now  threatens  our  very  existence.  "  To 
"  endeavour  to  induce  the  people  of  Spain 
"  to  shed  their  blood  for  the  sake  of  the 
"  Bourbon  family,  would  be  an  act  [you 
"  say,  p.  1002]  of  unparalleled  insolence." 
And  can  you  call  the  Prince  of  Asturias  a 
coward  after  his  publishing  the  following 
proclamation  ? — "  Noble  Asturians  !  I  am 
*'  surrounded  on  every  side,  and  a  victim  of 
"  the  most  cruel  perfidy.  You  once  saved 
"  Spain  in  worse  circumstances.  At  pre- 
"  sent  a  prisoner,  1  do  not  ask  of  you  the 
"  crown  ;  but  entreat  of  you  to  form  a  re- 
"  gular  plan   with  tlie  ueighbouring  pro- 
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'  vinces  for  the  repulsion  of  a  foreign  yoke 
"  and  the  redemption  of  your  liberties,  by 
"  the  destruction  of  the  treacherous  foe  who 
"  deprives  of  his  right  your  unfortunate 
"  Prii^ce  Ferdinand.  Bayonne,  May  8." 
But  why  did  he  not  "  .stay  to  help,"  you 
add.  The  tenour  of  the  above  proclama- 
tion shev.'s  that  he  had  lx:en  carried  away 
by  force.  Is  there  any  thing  more  proba- 
ble ?  Independent  of  the  proclamation,  and 
of  every  thing  else,  we  are  bound  in  charity 
and  in  reason  to  believe  so,  tiJl  informed 
positively  of  the  contrary.  Even  yet  we 
know  nothing  about  all  the  diabolical  schemes 
and  proceedings  by  which  the  deposition  of 
the  King  of  Spain  has  been  effected.  It  is 
so  unnatural,  and  so  unlike  all  transactions 
of  that  sort,  that  he  must  be  very  credulous 
indeed  who  believes  that  it  has  taken  place 
without  irresistible  compulsion. — Is  the 
Prince  of  Asturias,  then,  to  be  held  a 
"  stinking  coward  ?"  And  because  yen  con- 
clude on  such  grounds,  that  he  is  so,  are 
his  subjects  not  to  fight  for  him  ?  Are  the 
representatives  of  the  House  of  Bourbon, 
the  most  ancient,  and  most  illustrious  family 
in  Europe,  to  be  made  "  kennel  sweepers  r*^ 
Even  to  think  so  in  the  present  posture  of 
things,  excuse  me.  Sir,  for  saying,  argues 
what  I  must  forbear  to  name. — Families  are 
all  alike  :  this  generation  is  good,  and  the 
next  is  bad.  But  when  a  government  is  to 
be  entrusted  to  a  monarch,  there  can  be  no 
question  whether  his  family  be  ancient  or 
upstart  3  for  the  former  is  respected  by  the 
wise  and  revered  by  the  vulgar,  and  the 
Ititter  is  almost  constantly  disrespected  and 
hated  by  all. — This  brings  to  my  recollec- 
tion Mr.  Hume's  Discourses  on  the  Pro- 
testant Succession,  and  the  Idea  of  a  perfect 
Commonwealth,  recommending  which  to 
your  attentive  perusal,  I  remain.  Sir,  your 
reader  and  well-wisher, —  J  B.  Scoto- 
Britannus. — Edinhurgh.  'Mth  June,  180S. 
■  P.  S.  I  dislike  the  title  you  have  given  to 
this  subject  of  "  Spanish  Revolution  ;"  and, 
therefore,  beg  leave  to  suggest  "  Spanish  Pa- 
triotism." 
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-Salvador  Jose  deMnroi/  Salazar, 


CuEA. 

Marquis  of  Somervelos,  President,  Go- 
vernor, and  Cnptoin-GenernL  tS'c. — To 
iliK  most,  loyal,  brave  and  gallant  Inha- 
litants  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. — Dated 
Havannah,  Jan   2/,  180S. 

The  experience  and  knowledge  I  have 
acquired  i.i  nine  years  that  I  have  held  my 
present  command,  have  in-pired  me  with 
the  most  [)Ieasing  contidence  in  your  loyalty 
to  the  King,   inhcriied  from  your  ancestors, 
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in  your  Icve  of  your  country,  and  in  your 
intrepid  gallantry.  — ^Thi.s  confidence,  and 
myjiist  ci)nsidcratif)n  for  citizens  so  worthy, 
have  hitherto  prcrented  me  from  adopting 
any  other  me  ais  of  defence  than  th  it  of 
forming  plans  well  combined,  thus  avoiding 
all  expense,  molestations,  and  burdens  that 
did  not  appear  to  me  absolutely  necessarv, 
being  very  unwilling  to  increase  the  dis- 
tresses you  siifler  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
sent war. —  But  as  the  fury  and  desperation 
of  the  common  enemy  daily  give  additional 
proof  of  a  desire  to  desolate  ail  nations, 
without  sparing  even  his  allies,  the  time  is 
come  when  prudence  dictates  to  put  our- 
selves in  a  more  respectable  state  of  defence, 
that  your  zeal  and  tnthusiasm  in  making 
preparations  to  repel  his  attacks,  and  discon- 
cert his  enterprizes,  may  remind  him  of  the 
Idiscomliture  wliich,  in  July,  18(7,  your 
bravery  made  him  suffer  in  the  ungarrisoned 
city  of  Baragna,  and  warn  him  that  it  is 
vain  for  him  to  imagine  that  he  can  gather 
laurels  in  the  iields  of  Cuba,  whose  inha- 
bitants yield  neither  in  valour  nor  in  energy 
to  the  heroic  defenders  of  Buenos  Ayres. — 
I  therefore  exhort  you,  with  all  the  effusion 
©f  my  heart,  to  bear  in  mind  that  you  are 
menaced  in  the  security  of  your  homes,  the 
safety  of  your  wives,  your  children,  and  aged 
p-irents,  the  sanctity  of  your  religion,  and 
the  feli'.:ify  of  living  under  a  mild  and  be- 
nign government,  ever  attentive  to  your 
welfdre,  t.nd  to  let  these  considerations  weigh 
with  you  in  determining  how  far  it  may  be 
rectssary  to  extend  your  vigilance,  and  add 
to  your  sacrifices,  to  avert  such  eahin^.ities, 
ever  mindtli!  that  the  British  fl.ig  is,  cupidity 
and  pale  envy  of  the  prosperity  of  all  those 
■who  were  not  born  in  that  incendiary  island, 
and  that  your  laborious  application  to  agri- 
culture, on  a  soil  fertile  in  rich  productions, 
is  an  un pardonable  offence  in  the  moral 
code  of  the  British  government. — Remember 
that  this  enemy,  totally  disregarding  the  laws 
of  humanity  and  the  system  of  warfare 
adopted  by  civilised  nations,  in  which  the 
victors  conquer  by  v.ilour  and  generosity, 
commenced  the  present  war  by  perpetrating, 
in  the  midst  of  peace,  an  act  of  perfidy  and 
piracy  unprecedented,  except  in  the  annals 
of  England.  I  allude  to  the  capture  of  our 
four  frigates  in  distress,  with  ieveral  other 
vessels,  and  the  murder  of  the  brave  Spa- 
niards who  attempted  to  defend  them  j  as 
tke  highway  robber  surprises  the  unsuspect- 
ing traveller,  to  despoil  him  of  his  property, 
and  bereave  him  of  life  ;  and  imitating  this 
example,  the  satellites  of  England  have  com- 
ni  ttcdon  your  coasts  the  honid  barbarities 
ot  pdlage  and  burning,  carrying  off  even 


the  slaves  of  your  plantations,  as  was  wit- 
nessed in  Bahiabonda  and  in  other  parts,  and 
lately  happened  in  Arcos  de  Canasi. — En- 
grave these  deeds  on  your  hearts,  and  on 
those  of  your  children,  that  they  may  serve 
to  stimulate  your  animosity  and  just  ven- 
geance ;  but  yet  without  ever  belying  the 
character  of  Spanish  humanity  and  genero- 
sity, or  forgetting  that,  as  the  good  faith  of 
the  Spaniards  has  long  been  proverbial,  so 
has  the  perfidy  of  the  English  been  known 
and  detested  from  remote  ages,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, four  hundred  years  ago,  Gutierre 
Diez  de  Games,  in  the  Chronicle  of  Count 
D.  Pedro  Nino,  wrote  thus:  "  as  the  En- 
glish are  different  from,  and  contrary  toj  all 
other  nations  of  Christians,  they  bear  no 
love  to  any  riation." — To  arms,  to  arms,  at 
the  call  of  your  King,  your  country,  and 
your  well  being,  that  you  may  not  fall  under 
the  dominion  of  a  government  so  odious  and 
so  inhuman.  Your  safety  and  security  are 
in  your  own  hands,  and  depend  solely  on 
your  will :  for  your  resources,  animated 
with  the  spirit  of  union,  and  directed  by 
wisdom,  are  not  to  be  overcome  by  the 
power  of  your  enemy. — Repair  then  to  your 
standards,  with  the  enthusiasm  and  confi- 
dence with  which  you  ought  to  be  inspired, 
by  motives  so  powerful,  and  let  there  be  no 
necessity  for  coercive  authority. —  Imitate 
the  bravery  and  intrepidity  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  shores  of  the  River  of  Plate, 
who,  suspending  their  agricultural  labours  to 
exercise  themselves  in  the  use  of  arms,  have 
saved  their  country,  secured  themselves  from 
the  desolation  which  threatened  them,,  and 
have  covered  themselves  with  immortal  glo- 
ry, to  the  eternal  honour  of  the  Spanish 
nation — Recollect,  in  a  word,  that  your 
progenitors  were,  at  one  time,  the  terror  of 
the  English,  and  be  assured  that  the  false 
valour  of  mercenary  banditti,  in  the  garb 
of  disciplined  troops,  is  not  to  be  compared 
with,  and  much  less  can  it  triumph  over, 
the  noble  sentiments  with  which  1  have  the 
pleasure  to  see  you  animated  ;  for  this  very 
reason  that  the  armed  criminal  is  cowed  at 
the  unarmed  voice  of  justice. — The  Mar- 

ftuis  OF  SoMEKUELOS. Havanuah,  Jan. 

27,  1808. 


Popedom. Proclamation    of    Napoleon 

relative  to  the  Possessions  oj  the  Pope. — 
Dated  yhicona,  II  Mni/,  1H08. 

Napoleon,  by  the  Grace  of  God  and  by 
the  Constitution,  Emperor  of  the  French, 
King  of  Italy,  Protector  of  the  Rhenish  Con- 
federacy, considering  that  the  present  so- 
vereign of  Rome  has  constantly  refused  to 
•leclare  war  against  the  English,   and  to  co- 
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operate  with  the  kingdoms  of  Italy  and 
Naples  for  the  protection  of  the  Italian  pe- 
ninsula ;  that  the  interest  of  the  two  king- 
doms, and  the  relative  situation  of  Italy  and 
Naples,  require  that  their  communication 
should  be  interrupted  by  no  hostile  power  ; 
that  the  gift  of  the  lands  which  compose  the 
Ecclesiastical  States  was  made  by  our  illus- 
trious predecessor  Charlemagne,  for  the 
benefit  of  Christendom,  but  not  for  the  suc- 
cour of  the  enemies  of  our  holy  religion  j 
therefore  have  we,  upon  consideration  of  llie 
demand  for  passports,  made  by  the  Romish 
ambassador  at  our  court,  on  the  8th  of 
March,  decreed,  and  do  decree,  as  follows  : 
[Here  follow  the  different  articles  of  the  de- 
cree, uniting  the  provinces  of  the  Papal  ter- 
ritory to  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  and  present- 
ing various  local  regulations  as  to  their  go- 
vernment.]— In  pursuance  of  a  second  de- 
cree, all  cardinals,  prelates,  and  other  of- 
ficers of  the  Romish  Gourt,  born  in  the 
kingdom  of  Italy,  must  retire  to  the  place  of 
their  birth  before  the  5th  oi  June,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  their  goods. 


France's  Naval  Projects.  24th  May, 
1808. 
On  the  24th  May,  the  Prince  Arch- 
Chancellor,  presiding  in  the  sitting  of  the 
senate,  appointed  the  state-councellor,  Reg- 
nault  de  St.  Jean  d'Angely  minister  of  state, 
to  lay  before  them  the  grounds  of  a  senalns 
cnnsultum,  for  uniting  Tuscany  with  the 
French  empire;  and  M.  Semonvilie  spoke 
in  the  name  of  the  commission  of  the  senate, 
which  unanimously  voted  for  this  incorpo- 
ration. The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
assigned  grounds  : — The  whole  coast  of  the 
Mediterranean  Sea  must  form  a  part  of  the 
French  territory  of  the  great  empire.  The 
regions,  the  coast  adjoining  to  the  Adriatic, 
are  united  with  the  kingdom  of  Italy  ;  all  those 
which  lie  along  the  Mediterranean,  which 
are  adjacent  to  our  territory,  must  be  united 
with  the  empire  of  France.  From  Leghorn 
to  Toulon,  to  Genoa,  to  the  department  of 
Corsica,  is  not  farther  than  from  Leghorn  to 
Milan.  The  commerce  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, whatever  may  be  the  opposition  of 
the  tyrant  of  the  seas,  shall  be  necessarily  un- 
der the  iEifluenee  of  France. — The  very  same 
first  principles  in  consequence  of  which  Ge- 
noa was  incorporated  with  France  rather 
than  with  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  also  require 
that  Leghorn  be  made  a  part  of  that  empire. 
The  kingdom  of  Naples,  which  lies  both 
on  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Adriatic,  con- 
stitutes a  distinct  kingdom,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  the  same  federative  system,  and  to 
\h^  same  state  policy. — The  port  of  Leghorn 
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lias  given  constant  reason  of  complaint  to 
France.  That  port,  appertaining  to  a  terri- 
tory governed  by  a  weak  prince,  h:,d  fallen 
under  the  influence  of  Enghuid,  iind  was 
become  one  of  the  princip.il  ndets>  for  her 
commerce.  In  ditferent  instance.s,  without 
wishing  to  violate  tl;e  Beulrality  ol  the  so- 
vereign of  Tuscatiy,  il  became  necer-sury 
for  divisions  of  French  troops  to  enter  Leg- 
horn, to  confiscate  the  English  mfrchan- 
dize  there.  These  violations  of  territory, 
however  necessary,  arc  always  disagreeable  j 
and  since  Leghorn  cannot  be  under  tlit-  in- 
fluence of  France  and  England  at  the  same 
time,  it  must  become  a  part  ol  Fiance.  Be- 
sides, Leghorn  and  the  Tuscan  territory  pro- 
duces sailors  for  the  extension  ol  our  marine  j 
through  its  whole  extent  ship  building  is  car- 
ried on,  and  in  the  same  proportion  rnust 
the  means  be  increased  of  providing  seamea 
for  manning  them.  If  as  of  late  a  squadroa 
was  created  at  Toulon,  as  if  by  a  miracle,- 
and  if  contrary  to  the  ideas  of  all  those  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  sea  service,  we  found 
means  to  equip  a  numerous  squadron,  which 
Admiral  Gantheaume  commanded  with  so 
much  abili'y,  and  for  which  he  obtained 
so  much  renown,  by  the  skilful  mancaeuvres 
by  which  he  frustrated  the  plans  of  the  ene- 
my— which  having  supplied  with  men,  pro- 
visions, and  warlike  stores,  Corfu,  the  key 
of  the  Adriatic,  menaced  by  an  expedition, 
already  on  its  way,  thus  rendered  fruitless, 
and  which,  on  its  returning  voyage,  cap- 
turing many  considerable  prizes,  braved  all 
storms,  and  exercised  the  crews  during  a 
dilficult  voyage  of  three  months — if  ail  these 
advantages  have  been  gained,  they  must  be 
partly  ascribed  to  the  incorporaiion  of  Ge- 
noa, which  numbers  many  oi  her  sons  a- 
niong"  the  good  seamen  of  that  squadron. — 
The  sons  of  the  Arno  are  invited  to  the  glory, 
his  majesty  having  decreed  that  Spezzia 
shall  be  a  militarv-  port  :  the  docks,  the 
works  of  the  arsenal,  and  the  forts,  both 
on  the  sea  and  land  side,  are  already  marked 
out,  and  before  the  end  of  the  present  year, 
six  ships  of  two  or  three  decks  shall  be  put 
upon  the  stocks. — It  would  not  be  proper 
to  establish  such  considerable  works  at  the 
extremities  of  the  empire,  if  a  foreign  power 
were  placed  at  the  very  gates  of  that  arse- 
nal. Spezzia  shall  become  a  second  Toulon 
in  the  Mediterranean  ;  on  the  whole  coast 
there  abound  iron,  timber,  provisions,  and 
useful  hands ;  the  provisions,  the  iron,  and 
the  men  surrendered  up,  must  become 
French.  France  and  the  continent,  which 
are  desirous  of  restoring  the  balance  of  power 
on  the  ocean,  have  the  self  same  interest  ia 
the  prosperity   of  the  new  maritime  depart- 
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ment  of  Spexzia.  The  incorporation  of 
JTuacany  is  a  necessary  consetiuence  ot  that 
grand  plan.-*-This  uoion  is  also  tli8  interest 
of  Tuscany,  which,  under  the  sway  of  its 
little  princes,  was  governed  without  system, 
vilhout  vigour,  and  vvas  perpetually  infes- 
ted bv  the  Barbary  powers.  Men  can  no 
longer  be  governed  in  a  capricious  and  fan- 
tastic manner.  There  must  be  a  certain 
rule,  the  government  of  the  law,  protected 
by  a  prince  sufficiently  great  and  elevated 
above  the  passions  of  men,  and  inflexible, 
as  the  law  is  necessary  for  this  purpose.  The 
time  indeed  is  p;ussed,  in  which  it  was 
believed  that  people  were  made  for  kings, 
not  kings  for  people. — Lands,  pastures,  and 
forests  may  become  property,  but  no  pei  son 
can  possess  a  kingdom  as  if  it  were  a  farm. 
These  disastrous  consequences  can  no  long- 
er take  place  in  great  states.  It  is  in  vain 
then  that  objections  are  made  to  the  great 
extention  of  the  empire;  the  communica- 
tion by  land,  now  that  neither  Alps  nor  Ap- 
penines  oppose  it,  is  as  easy  from  Leghorn 
to  Paris,  as  from  Paris  to  Nice.  It  has  been 
the  policy  of  European  states  to  subdue  the 
most  distant  countries,  in  order  to  obtain 
new  commercial  and  maritime  resources  ; 
why  then  should  we  neglect  those  resources 
and  acquisitions  which  are  so  valuable  to  us  ? 
The  territ(jry  of  the  Medicis,  the  coun- 
try of  the  sciences,  and  the  arts,  must  form 
an  immediate  part  of  the  French  empire. — 
The  dukedom  of  Urblno,  Camerino,  and 
the  Mark  of  Ancoiia,  lying  on  the  coast  of 
the  Adriatic  fall  under  the  influence  of  Venice 
and  must  necessarily  be  united  with  the 
kingdom  of  Italy.  This  is  also  accomplished, 
and  the  considerable  v,'orks  in  the  port  of 
Ancona  will  atford  the  opportunity  of  fitting 
out  their  ten  sail  of  the  line,  to  secure  the 
freedom  of  the  Adriatic  sea,  ol"  which  An- 
cona sliall  be  the  harbour,  and  Venice  the 
naval  arsenal.  Before  the  end  of  this  year 
live  sail  of  the  line  shall  be  lying  in  the  roads 
of  Ancona,  in  that  datigerous  sea,  which  to 
the  English  presents  only  hostile  shores,  .ind 
■where  they  will  be  obliged  to  maintain  six 
ships  of  the  line,  if  they  attempt  to  coun- 
terbalance our  po.ver.  No,  the  war  shall 
not  be  eternal,  in  spite  of  the  blind  fury 
wiiich  cherishes  that  inhuman  aiul  senseless 
p'iiiciple  in  the  cabinet  of  Lomlon.  Evsry 
where  French  squadroiis  are  forming,  and 
our  naval  powijrin  theSclieldt  is  alrcadycon- 
sjdorable.  In  a  few  days  there  will  be  in 
the  roads,  of  Flushing  and  Anlv/erp  a  fleet  of 
thirty  s.-:.l  of  the  line,  tliat  on  the  coast  of 
Britanny  will  be  still  stronger. — Besides  that, 
■we  liave  the  allied  llu.ssian  s(|uadron  at  Lis- 
bjtJ,  wlic/c  theic  arc  already  a  division  of 


several  new  ships  of  the  line,  in  the  best 
state,  which  the  rapid  advance  of  the  army 
under  gen.  Junot  placed  in  our  hands. — The 
events  in  Spain  have  converted  a  decfming 
and  bi'dly  conducted  monarchy  into  a  con- 
stitutional and  energetic  government,  the 
dock-yards  at  Cadi//,  Ferrol,  and  Carthagena 
have  felt  this  already.  Toulon,  Spezzia,  Ve- 
nice, all  the  resources  forthcoming  from 
Holland,  Spain,  and  Italy,  are  in  operation, 
we  must  have  ships,  and  these  last  named 
countries  have  no  deficiency  either  of  iron,  or 
of  timber  and  hemp,  for  budding  or  rigg- 
ing them — A  decree  has  then  issued  froai 
the  emperor  for  the  incorporation  of  Tusca- 
ny, on  the  principle  of  the  necessity  for 
completing  the  system  of  the  great  empire, 
and  for  rendering  the  naval  administration  of 
France  harmonious  throughout  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  great  confederacy.  Without  the 
incorporation  of  Tuscany,  there  car  be  no 
immediate  communication  with  Naples,  and 
ourrelntionscouldnot  be  maintained  with  her, 
but  through  the  medium  of  states  subsisting 
under  other  governments,  from  which  it 
might  be  feared  that  the  guidance  and  in- 
fluence might  be  lost  which  must  be  exer- 
j  cised  towards  such  states,  to  place  the  coasts 
I  and  sailors  in  a  state  of  opposition  to  the 
I  common  enemy. — The  following  is  the  de- 
j  cree  of  the  senate,  passed  in  consequence  of 
i  this  exposition: — Art.  I.  The  dukedoms  of 
Parma  and  Pl.icentia  are  united  to  the  French 
empire,  under  the  name  of  the  department 
of  the  Taro  ;  they  shall  form  an  inseparable 
indivisible  portion  of  the  French  territory, 
from  the  period  of  the  notification  of  the 
present  senatus  consultum. — 2.  The  states 
of 'I'nscany  are  united  to  the  French  empire 
under  the  name  of  the  department  of  the 
Arno,  the  department  of  the  Ivlediter- 
ranean,  and  the  deparlmciit  of  the 
Ombrona.  They  shall  form  an  indivisible 
porli(ni  of  the  French  empire,  from  the  pe- 
riod of  the  nolillcrttion  of  the  present  decree. 
— 3.  The  laws  which  govern  the  French 
empire  shall,  in  the  departments  of  the  Arno, 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Ombrona,  be 
made  public  before  fst  January,  180.9,  the 
period  fiom  which  the  constitutional  govern- 
uient  for  these  departments  shall  take  its 
conmienccment. — 4.  The  department  of 
the  I'aro,  and  that  of  the  Arno,  shall  each 
have  six  deputies  in  the  legislative  body,  the 
department  of  the  Mediterranean  three,  and 
the  departnientof  the  Ombiona three  ;  which 
will  raise  the  number  of  the  members  of  that 
body  to  3  »2. — 5.  Ihe  deputies^of  the  depart- 
meul  of  the  Taro  shall  be  chosen  and  named 
without  delay  and  shall  enter  the  legislative 
bodj   before   the  bitting  ot   iseti. — 0.  The 
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deputies  of  the  departments  of  the  Arno,  of     Francis. — Aloys,  count  Von  Ugarte,  first 


the  Mediterranean,  and  of  the  Ombrona, 
shall  enter  the  legislative  body  beJore  the 
session  of  ISOg,  &c. 

Austria. — Proclamation  for  armingthe Peo- 
ple.—gth  June,  1808. 
We,  Francis  I.  by  the  grace  of  God, 
Emperor  of  Austria,  King  of  Hungary,  Eo- 
hemia,  Galicia,  and  Lodomeria,  ^c.  &c. 
Archduke  of  Austria,  Sec.  &:c. — We  have 
discovered  to  our  beloved  subjects,  in  our 
letters  patent,  of  the  12th  ult.  our  design  at- 
tending the  organization  of  the  reserves, 
namely,  the  defence  of  the  monarchy,  which 
is  to  be  founded  on  such  means  as  to  alfbrd 
the  possibility  of  facilitating  the  finances  of 
state  by  a  reduction  of  the  regular  army. — 
In  this  design  we  have  found  it  good  to  or- 
ganize a  national  levy-en-masse,  tending  to 
defend  the  country. — We  do,  for  this  end, 
choose  a  period  when  we  are  in  friendly  rela- 
tion with  all  the  powers  of  the  continent — 
for  only  then,  if  such  measures  are  ripely 
adopted,  and  cemented  by  time,  can  success 
be  expected  from  thtm,  in  case  they  should 
become  needful. — To  execute  these  mea- 
sures, we  have  appointed  plenipotentanes, 
whose  knowledge,  zeal,  and  attachment  to 
our  person  and  the  state,  have  been  repeat- 
edly tried,  viz. — For  Austria,  Carnioja, 
Carinthia,  Stiria,  Tries':,  and  Saltsburgh, 
our  aulic  commissioner,  count  V^on  Saurar. 
— For  Bohemia,  Moravia,  and  Silesia,  our 
serene  cousin,,  his  royal  highness  the  archduke 
Ferdinand,  with  our  upper  burgrave,  Vun 
Wallis  and  governor  count  Lazansky. — For 
lower  Austria,  and  Austria  on  the  Enis,  our 
serene  cousin,  his  royal  highness  the  arch- 
duke Maximilian,  with  the  president  count 
Von  Bissengen  and  baron  Von  Hackelberg. 
—For  Galicia,  our  general  of  cavalry,  count 
Von  Bellegarde,  and  the  vice-president  of 
government,  count  Von  Wurmser.  They 
have  received  definitive  instruction  as  to  the 
manner  and  time  of  execution,  and  will  take 
the  other  requisite  measures  accordingly. — 
We  expect  our  beloved  subjects,  who  have 
always  shewn  in  a  most  laudable  manner 
their  unshaken  devotion  and  fidelity  towards 
ITS,  v/ill  acknowledge  in  that  regi-'ution  tiic 
full  measure  of  our  pateriial  designs,  arl 
assist  to  carry  them  into  eliect  with  all  their 
might,  as  a  measure  in.separabie  from  their 
welfare.  The  activity  and  prudence  display- 
ed in  this  business  shall  obtain  our  spt-cial 
approbation,  and  recommend  them  who  sliall 
laudably  distinguish  themselves  in  this  par- 
ticular.— Given  in  our  capital  and  place  of 
residence,  Vienna,  June  Qlh,  in  the  year 
1308,  and  of  our  reign,  the  eighth  year. — 


chancellor — Josi.pu,  baron  Vonder  Mark. 
— Joseph  Charles,  count  of  Diedrichlein, 
— -JosKPH,  baron  Von  Kielmansegge. 

Austria. — Jt  Vienna  the  following  Procla' 
nialion  has  been  ajjixed  in  the  jmll'ir  places 
ly  the  order  and  in  tiie  name  of  his  Ala- 
jesty. 

His  majesty  has  not  heard  without  the 
greatest  displeasure,  that  the  e\  il  disposed 
have  endeavoured,  with  all  their  might,  to 
spread  disquieting  reports  concerning  ilie  in- 
security of  the  exteinai  jieace  and  apprehen- 
sion of  a  new  war.  Thiise  repo'tsare  mere- 
ly the  result  of  an  insa:iab!e  spirit  of  gam- 
bling. His  majesty  is  in  the  most  amicable 
relations  with  all  the  powers  of  Europe  ,  but 
he  will  not  snfier  the  public  peace  to  be  m- 
terrupted,  without  puijishineni,  by  the  ava- 
rice of  a  few  persons,  and  has,  in  conse- 
quence, ordered  that  search  should  be  made 
for  the  authors  and  dis.semmators  of  such 
false  reports  5  having  sufScient  confidence  \x\ 
the  body  of  merchants,  to  trust  that  they  v/lU 
inform  a  special  commission,  which  has  been 
established  for  that  special  purpo.-.e,  all  ihey 
are  acquainted  with  concerniug  the  cncula- 
tors  of  the  current  reports  and  the  artifices 
they  employ. — Commissioners  were  appoint- 
ed by  the  government,  wh.o  were  t.i  watch 
daily  in  the  exchange,  against  the  stociv -job- 
bers, and  the  spreaders  of  fldse  reports. 

Portuguese  Revolution. — Edict  and  Pro- 
clamation, issued  at  Oporto,  -lOth  June, 
ISOS. 

In  the  name  of  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal,  the  junta  of  the  supreme  govern- 
ment of  the  city  of  Oporto  makes  known 
unto  all  the  subjects  oi  the  said  pri.,ce.  that 
the  French  government  is  entirely  extermi- 
nated from  this  country,  and  the  royal  au- 
thority of  our  legitimate  sovereign  is  restored, 
which  will  be  exercised  faliy  and  indepen- 
dently by  the  above-mentioned  junta,  untU 
the  government  established  in  this  kingdom, 
by  his  royal  highness  shall  be  restored  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  the  said  junta  oidtr 
that  his  royal  highness  shall  be  proclaimed, 
and  his  royal  arms  be  displayed  and  resiected 
as  they  always  have  been,  and  shall  be ; 
and  that  all  constituted  authorities  shall  act 
conformably,  publishing  all  their  order.-^  in 
the  name  of  liis  royal  highness,  —  The 
Bishop,  President,  and  Generalissimo, 
given  at  Oporto,  ipth  June,  1S03. 
JEdict, 
The  provisional  council  of  the  gi^vern- 
ment  of  Oporto,  invites  the  vetevan  ^uldiers, 
to  whatever  regiment  of  the  hue  aiey  may 
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belong,  to  unite  with  the  army  of"  this  pro- 
vince, that  is,  to  enter  into  tiie  ranks  with 
the  two  regiments  ot  tlie  garrison  of  this 
city,  which  are  in  the  course  of  organiza- 
tion :  and  to  each  man,  by  way  of  remune- 
ration, are  promised  a  month's  pay,  and  a 
daily  allowance  of  tour  vinteins,  with  cloth- 
ing, .Sec.  1'nis  same  pay  will  be  allulted  to 
all  the  soldiers  now  on  service,  as  well  as 
those  who  will  join  the  same  regiments,  as 
far  as  circumstances  will  permit  this  extraor- 
dinary pay.  Likewise  the  militia  will  have 
the  same  advantages. — ^The  Bishop,  Presi- 
dent and  Gfivernor 

Proclamation. 
Portuguese! — liy  Heavt-n,  and  by  Jesus 
Christ ! — You    have  a   governor   who   loves 
you,   who    is    anxious   for    your   happiness, 
and   who   will    exert   himself  to   obtain    it. 
"What  avail  your  turbulence,  your   excesses, 
your  wane  of  that  order  and  subordination 
to  wliich  he  would  C'jndnct  you,  anxious  to 
pre*erve   your    lives  ?     What   opportunities  j 
have  you   not  lost,  of  which  you  ought   to  [ 
have  availed  yourselves  against   the  enemy,   ! 
since  you  have  neglected  your  own  resources  ?  i 
What  signals  do  you  not  exhibit  to  the  ene- 
my, that  he  may  entrap  and  surprise  you  ! —  j 
Portuguese  !     Listen  to  one  who  loves  you. 
The  i'Vench  intend  to  strike  a  blow,    fatal  to  ; 
you,  and  you  are  lost  if  you  are  guilty  of  | 
insubordination,  or  disregard  the  councils  of  j 
•your  governor.     \  our  tiring,  your   beat  of  j 
drum,  your  bells,  give  to  your  enemies  the  ' 
knowledge  of  whvre  you   are,  where  your 
force,  and  where  your  weakness.    From  your 
enemy   conceal    your   power,  tiiat  you  may 
strike  the  blow  with  the  more  succ-ess ;  and 
that  you  may  encounter  him    when  he  least 
expects  your    approach.     By    these   means 
you  may  conquer   him.     Subject   yourselves 
to  your   superiors  in  all  and  through  all,  if 
you   are  desirous  of  victory ;   otherwise,  be 
assured  you  will  meet  only  disgrace.     From 
necessity,  after  this  manner,  the  mighty  b>'ill 
yields  to  vigilance,  dexterity,  and  the  little 
cloak.     By  whatever  is  sacred  in  heaven,  or 
in  earth,  by  the  sacred  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
the  governor  implores  you,  that  you  maintain 
subjection  to  your  chiefs,  conforming  to  the 
regulations   of  your    respective   companies. 
Jf  you  are  ordered  to  a  post,  there  you  ought 
to  remain  mitil  the  moment  of  combat  and 
glory  shall  arrive.     To  you  who  are  in  the 
van  we  rH-.-.t  commit  our  cause,  and  by  valour 
dinninish  the  number  of  our  enemies.     You 
who  are   next   in    order,  when    your   turn 
comes,  fulfil  your  duty  by  dealing  destruction 
around  you :  and  you  who  form   the  rear- 
guard, destroy  the  rest.     Your  energy  must 
be  guided  by  iiUelligeuce  j  you  must  be  cun- 
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ducted  by  wisdo.m,  in  order  to  be  con- 
querors.— Long  live  the  Pnnce  Regent  j 
long  live  Portugal  ;  longlive  the  Portuguese'. 
— 1  he  Bishop,  Govtmorand  President. 


Spaxish   Revolution. — (Continued  from 
p.    00) — Pi'jclumution   oj    the    Supieme 
Junta  at  SevUh-,  'U)th  May,    1&08. 
Sc'.ille  could  not  resist  the  impulse  of  her 
heroic  loyalty,    of  which   she    has  set    the 
example   in  all  ages,     llie  king,  to  whom 
we  all  swore  allegiance  with  emotions  of 
joy,    unprecedenteil   in   history,    has    been 
decoyed  from  us.     The  fundamental  law;,  of 
our  monarchy  are  trampled  under  foot  ;  ouy 
property,  ourcuston^.s,  our  wives — all  which 
the    nation  holds   most  dear,  is  threatened 
with  imminent  danger.     Our  holy  religion, 
our  only   hope,   is  doomed  to  perditi(^n,  or 
will  be  reduced  to  mere  external  appearances 
without    support   and    without    protection. 
And  all  this  is  done  by  a  foreign  power,   not 
by  dint  ot  arms,  but  by  deceit  and  treachery, 
by  taking  advantage  of  our  good  nature,  and 
byconvertiugthe  very  persons  whocall  them- 
selves the  heads  of  our  government,  into  in- 
struments of  those  atrocious  ac's  J    persons, 
who,  either  from  the  baseness  of  their  senti- 
ments, from  shameful  fear,  or  perhaps  from 
other    motives,  which  time  or  justice  will 
unfold,  hesitate  not  to  sacrifice  their  coun- 
try.    It  therefora  became  necessary  to  break 
the  shackles,  which   prevented  the  Spanish 
people  from  displaying  that  generous  ardour 
which    in   all  ages   has  covered   them  with 
glory  ;  that  noble  courage,  with  which  they 
have   always   defended   the  honour  of   the 
nation,    their  laws,     their    monarchs,    and 
their  religion. — The  people  of  Seville  joined 
accordingly  the  27th   May  ;    and,  thrwugh 
the  medium  ol"  all  their  magistrates,  of  all 
their  constituted  authorities,  perfectly  luiited, 
and  of  the   most  respectable  individuals  of 
every  rank   and  description.     Ihis  supreme 
council  of  government  was  formed,  invested 
with   all   necessary  powers,  and  charged  to 
defend  the  country,  the  religion,  the  laws 
and  the  king.     We  accept  the  heroic  trust ; 
we  swear  to  discharge  it,  and  reckon  on  the 
strength  and  energy   of  the  whole  nation. 
We  have  again  proclaimed  Don  Ferdinand 
VII.  our  king  ;  again  we  swore  allegiance 
to  him,  swore  to  die   in   his  defence — and 
this  was  the  signal  of  hai^piness  and  union, 
and  will  prove  .so  to  all  Spain. — A  council  of 
government  had  scarce  been  formed,  wlien 
it  violated  the  most  sacred  laws  of  the  realm. 
A  president  apjiointed  without  any  autho- 
rity  whatever,  and  who,   had  he  had  any 
lawful  title,  hastened  to  forfeit  it.     In  addi- 
tion to  his  being  a  foreigner^  which  was  a 
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legal  objection  to  his  promotion,  lie  acted 
with   thtj  utmost,  duplicity,  and  co-operated 
for  the  de^tructioll  of  the  very  monarchy, 
from    whom  he  received   his  appointrnt-nt, 
and  of  the  laws,  which  alone  coidd  sanction 
his   aiuhority.     Under   these  circumstances 
we  could  not  restrain  our  loyalty,  and  inuch 
Jess  could  we  violate  the  sacred  engagements, 
which    we   had   before  contracted,  as  Spa- 
niards, as  subjects,    as  christians,    as   free- 
men,  independent   from  all   foreign  autho- 
rity and  power. — Nor  could  the  authority  of 
the  first  tribunal  of  the  nation,  the  council 
of  Castile,  check  or  controul  our  exertions. 
The  weakness  of  that  council  beca.me  obvi- 
ous  fron)   the   wavering   and   contradictory 
proceedings  it  adopted.     The  most  moment- 
ous and  most  critical  situation  in  which  the 
nation  ever  hath  been  placed,  and  in  which 
the  council  shouKl  have  displayed  that  heroic 
lirmness    with    which    numberless    motives 
and    its  own    honour  compelled   it  to   act. 
1'he  order  tamely  to  submit  to,  and  circulate, 
and  obey  the  act  of  abdication  in  favour  of 
a  foreign   prince,  was  the  consummation  of 
its   weakness,    perhaps    of  its    infamy,    for 
that  act  was  evidently  void  and  illegal  from 
v.-ant  of  authority  in  him  who  made  it,    be- 
cause the  monarchy  was  not  his  own,    nor 
was   Spain  compo.sed   of  animals  subject  to 
the   absolute   controul   of  their    rulers;    his 
accession  to  the  throne  was  founded  on  his 
royal  descent,  according  to  his  own  confes- 
sion, and  on  the  fundamental   laws  of  the 
realm,  which  invariably  regulate  the  heredi- 
tary succession,  and  v.'ith  regard  to  which  the 
council  is  not  invested  with  any  other  power, 
than  the  sacred  duty  to  enforce  their  observ- 
ance.    It  is  void  on  account  of  the  state  of 
violence  and  oppression    in   which    it  was 
made,  and  which   is  far  more  evident  tli:ui 
the  abdication  itself;   it  is  void,  because  the 
published   Act  x)f  .Abdication  of  King  Fer- 
dinand VII.  aud   of  his  uncle  and  brother, 
was  made  in  the  same  state  of  violence  and 
compulsion,  as  it  expressly  declared,  in  the 
very  Act  of  Abdication  ;   it  is  void,  because 
many  royal    personages,    possessed    of    the 
right    to  claim  the  crown,  have  not  relin- 
quished  that  claim,  but  preserve  it  entire. 
Add  to  this  the  horrid  treachery  which  has 
been  employed  to  sacrifice  ani-l  degrade  the 
Spanish  nation.     It  is  to  our  alliance,  and 
our  sacrihces,   that  the  Frrnch  are  indebted 
for   what  the^'  cill   their  tr.umphs  :   France 
withdrew  our  giilant  troops  from  their  native 
land,"  and    sent    them   to   the   most   distant: 
countries;  she  maiJe  them  tiiiht  tor  her  in- 


terests,   wirljout   h^vin^   any    occasion    of 
them,   for  the  ()bviou<  nurjjoseof  weakenuig 
us,  and  despoiling  us  of  our  strcii^tn.     Her 
armies  afterwards  entered  S[jain,  under  con- 
tinual professions   of  an    anxicr,  deMre  to 
promote  our  prosperity,  and  under  the  pre- 
text of  co-operating  in  expeditions  against 
an  enemy,  of  whom  no  farther  mentif)n  is 
made.     The  people,  by  a  generous  effort, 
prevented   the   departure   of  their   king,    a 
measure   which   the    French    should    have 
hailed  with  shouts  of  joy  ;   but  far  from  so 
doing,  they  kept  a   profound  silence  with 
regard  to  that  departure,  and  what  is  still 
more,  converted  it  into  a  motive  to  oppress 
us.     France  affected  to  perceive  divisions  in 
{  the  nation  which  did  not  exist  ;   the  Spanish 
I  nation  having  never  been  more  united  in  the 
I  love   and  defence   of  its   king.     The  latter 
was  decoyed  into    the  French  territory  by 
[  deceitful  insinuations  and  professions ;   with 
a  degree  of  generosity,    of  which    perhaps 
there  does  not  exist  a  precedent,  the  king 
with  implicit  reliance  on   those  vain  profes- 
sions, threw  himself  into  the  arms  of  the 
FrcHch,  who  with  the  basest  treachery,  un- 
precedented in  the  annals  of  civilized  nations, 
made  him  their  prisoner,,  treated  him   in   a 
manner  the  most  disrespectful,  and  forced 
him  to  the  deeds  of  horror,  which  all  Europe 
has  witnessed  with  astonishment,  and  every 
Spaniard  with    indignation    aufl     the    most 
poignant  grief.     In  a  manner  equally  deceit- 
ful tiiey   invited   the  royal   paients  to  their 
country,  and  compelled  them  to  unjust  and 
illegal   acts;    a;ts  which   must  hand   down 
iheir  memory  to  the  latest  posterity  branded 
with  disgrace  ;   they  also  dragged  away  the 
rest  of  the  royal  personages,   to  whom  their 
tender  age  would  have  pro\ed  an  inviolable 
shield,  even  among  the  most  harbor  ns  na- 
tions,— I'he    Fre;;ch    ruler     summon  J    the 
Spanish  nation  before  him  ;   h?  chose  sixh. 
deputies    as  best  suited   his  rvurpose;    in  a 
despotic  manner  of  election  of  other  depu- 
tieSj    appointed  to  deliberate    in   a    ff:r-;ign 
country  on   the  most  sacred  inte  ests  of  the 
nation,  whil;  he  publicly  declared  a  private 
and    respectful   letter,    written   to   him   bv 
Ferdinand  the  seventh,  at  the  lime  when  lie 
was  prince  of  Asturias,  a  criminal  nerf>.:rm« 
anoe,   injurious  to  the  rights  of  so.ereignty, 
although   the  same    foreigner,     who     row 
affects  to  consider  it  as  an  offence,  perhaps 
induced   him    to  write  it.     It   is   indeed   a 
heinous  offence,   it   is  rebellion,    wlien   an   . 
indepf-ndent  nation  submits  to  the  controul 
of  a   foreign  prince,   and  discusses    in    hi* 
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presence,  and  under  his  tifcisioii,  its  most 
sacrc'il  rights  and  public  welfare  ;  and  neiibev 
St'vilie,  ncir  any  Spaniard,  will  lower  him- 
s'-  If  to  a  degree  of  dibloyahy  and  meanness, 
.  which   could  induce  him    to  a  rebelliun  so 
atrocious,  that  even   slaves  would  sccrn  to 
disgrace-  theiusclves  by  deeds  of  iiifriuy  Hive 
this. — He  has  resorted  to  many  other  iiule- 
corous  meins  to  deceive  us.     He  has  distri- 
buted seditions  libels  to  corri;pt  the  public 
opi'.'i'.n,  in   which  under  the  strongest  pro- 
fes^il^ns   of    re^pt-cl  for  the    laws,  and    for 
religion,  he  insults  both,  leaves  no  means 
untried,  however  infamous  they  miy  be,  to 
bend  our   nocks  under  an    iron  yoke,  and 
make  us  his  slaves.     He  carries  his  audacity 
and  ueceit  the  length  of  assuring  the  public, 
ill  '>ne  of  his  libeliou!-  pul)r.cat''on.'«,  that  the 
stiprt  uie  pontitt"  and   vicar  ot  Jcsu.^  Chris', 
appro\es  ai;dS'-netious  hisprocecdiiigs,  \vhile 
it  is  no'ovioMi,  that  in  sight  of  all  Europe  he 
has  despdi'ird  him    of   his  domi;/K:is,    and  j 
fijjred  hliu  lo  dismiss  !;is  cardinals  'i*  ovdeT  | 
to  pr.'vtnthini  from  di  ccling  and  guxeming 
the  wh.ole  cliurch,  in  the  manntr  -aixtioned 
by  our  gjdly    Saviour   Jostjs  Clni.it. — S|'a- 
niards,  every  consideration  calls   on   us    lo 
unite  and  fiustrate  views  ?o  atrociou'*.     Ko 
revolution  exists  in  Spain  ;  or  did  we  declare 
against  atiy  power;  our  sole  object  i";,  to 
defend  what   we  l.old  most  sacred,  against 
him,  who,  under  the  cloak  of  rillian'e  and 
friendship,  intended  (o  wrest  it  from  us,  and 
who,  we  h  'vc   reason  to  fear,  will  d-  spoil 
us,  without  fighting,  of  our  law-;,  our  ino- 
narchiJ,  and  our  leli^ion.     Let  us,  therefore, 
sacritice  every  thing  to  a  cause  so  j'...st,  cud 
if  we  arc  to  lose  our  all,  let  us  lose  il  fight- 
ing, and  as  generous  men. — Join  me,  there- 
fore, all  J  the  people  are  ready  to  ta!;e  up 
ar.tis  ;  let  us  comrnit  to  the  wisest  among  is 
in  all  the  provinces  of  Spain,  the  important 
trust  to   preserve   the  public  opinicn,  and 
refute  thcs"  insoU^nt  libe'ls  replete  with  the 
most  atrocious  fahehoods.     Let  every  one 
combat  in  hi-  way;  and  let  even  the  church 
of  Spain  inc-.:-  antly  Implore  the  asii.^tance  of 
the  God  of  Hosts,  wliose  protection  is  se- 
cured to  us  by  the  evident  justice  of  our 
cause. — And  what  do  you  fear  ?  There  is  not 
in  Spain  the  number  of  the  eneuiy's  troops 
whji.h  they  iiroclaim,  in  order  to  intimidate 
VIS.     1  hose  who  occupv  part  of  our  country 
are  composed  of  difl'crL-nt  nations,  dragged 
into  service,  :ukI    uho  anxiously  desire    to 
breiik  their  chains.     Tiie  positions  tljey  have 
iiken  are  exactly  thos'.^  in  which  they  can  be 
ecnq'^ered  and  defeated  in  the  easiest  man- 
ner.    They  are  besides  we.ik  and  dismayed, 
bfcause  the  cjrt)';ciousn»ss  of  guilt   m-kes  a 
(.'•v/ard  of  the  bravest  man. — AH   Europe 
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will  applaud  our  efiorts,  and  hasten  to  our 
a.ssisianee.     Italy,  Germany,  and  the  whole 
north,  which  sulVer  under  the  despotism  of 
the  French  nation,  wiil  eagerly  avail  then)- 
selves  of  the  favourable  opportunity  Jield  out 
to  theui  by  Spain,  to  shake  oft'  their  yoki^ 
and  recover  their  liberty,  their  laws,  their 
nujnrirchs,  and  all  they  have  been  robbed  ot" 
by  that  nation.     France  herself  uillhasteii 
to   erase   the   stain  of  infamy  which   must 
cover  the   tools  and    instiumcnts  of   deeds 
most  treacherous  and  heinous.     She  will  not 
shed  her  blood  in  so  vile  a  cause.     She  has 
already  suffered  too  much  under  the  idle  pre- 
text of  a  peace  and  happiness,  which  never 
came,  and  can  never  be  attained  but  under 
t>e  empire  of  reason,  peace,  religioR,  xntl 
laws,  and  in  a  s'ate  where  the  rights  ot  other 
nations  are  respected   and  observed. — Spa- 
niards, your  native  country,  your  property, 
your  laws,  your  liberty,  your   kings,  your 
religion,  nay,  your  hope*,  in  a  better  world, 
\  wi^.ich  that  religion  can  alone  devise  to  you 
:   and  your  de.scendants,  are  at  stake,  expoKCu 
;   to  great    and  imminent  clanger.— By   com- 
I   mapd  ofthe  supreme  council  ofgovenunent, 
I  —  Don  Juan    Bautista  Esteller,     First 
I   Sccrelary. — Don  Juan  Pakdo,  Suund  5f- 

1    Proctawation  rf  G-'T'..  Mckla,  Cadiz,  Maif 
j  30,    1808. 

Pei.ple  of  Spain,  loyal  countrymen, 
■  whither  does  your  blimi  enthusiasm,  arising 
1  from  your  fervent  love  for  our  august  and 
j  beloved  sovereign  Ferdinand  VIL  (tor  whom 
I  we  are  to  die)  hurry  you  along  ?  Are  ye 
not  aware  that  the  excesses  vou  commit, 
I  hurl  us  to  a  precipice,  and  cause  the  luin  ot 
j  the  state.  Would  you  be  so  much  misled 
[  by  prejudice  as  not  to  know,  that  disorgani- 
zatjpn  is  the  principal  cause  of  the  down- 
I  f.d  and  destruction  of  the  most  powerful 
'  nation?  And  ccnvinccd  of  that  truth  why 
!  do  yon  not  hasten  to  submit  to  the  orders  of 
!  a  govrrnment,  which  has  no  more  earnest 
I  wish  than  to  die  for  our  sovereign,  who  is 
!  torn  from  us  by  the  usurpation  of  a  tyrant  ? 
The  advantages  arising  from  such  a  line  of 
conduct  will  be  truly  i^reat,  because,  being 
organized  as  militia  or  veteran  troops,  the 
same  numtjer  of  men  who  pant  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  nation,  will  form  a  body  of  troops 
I  able  to  march  in  any  direction,  which  cir- 
1  cumstances  shail  require,  and  bow  great 
j  will  be  your  satisfactioM  when  you  ^hall  see 
j  the  trauciuillity  and  peace  of  ll;i>*  town  re- 
j  stored. — Hitherto  you  have  acted  v/ith  in- 
)  considerate  precipitance,  and  done  nothing, 
I  and  tinder  the  cloak  of  your  patriotism 
rogues  and  nilhans  rob  and  d;"stroy  ;  a  thing 
which  canuol  but  deserve  the  dclcslation  of 
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al!  men   of  sense,  and    in  this   manner  the 

merit  which  your  miizht  acquire,  by  gnitify- 

ing  yourscU'ei  to  n;arch  against  the  enemy 

of  our  native  country,  is  undone. —  Vali;mt 

Spaniards,  bf  therefore  cahii,  and   prepare 

for  honourable  conibat.    Let  usall  endeavour 

to  perfect  the  vast  plan  which  has  been  form- 
ed lo  attack  the  frontiers  of  our  usnrp.^r. — 

The  voice  of  reason  has  dictated  to  me  these 

observations,  and,  as  commander  in  chief, 
I  tell  you,  that  I  give  you  my  word,  that 
the  French  shall  wot  shift  the  flag,  or  at  least 
not  hoist  theirs  ;  any  other  measure  would 
bring  numerous  misfortunes  over  ourselves. 
Attempt  nothing,  because  you  would  dis- 
concert my  pl;ui  ;  I  hnve  already  taken  my 
measures,  and  within  twenty-four  hours  you 
shall  witness  the  favoural^le  consequences, 
which  we  all  desire'. 

Address  of  General  RIorla,  at  Cadiz,  May 
30,  180S. 
Beloved  Sp.^niauds. — Tlie  Deputy  of 
the  people,  wliom  I  empowered  personally 
to  treat  with  General  Hcsilly  on  the  present 
circumstances,  having  discharged  his  trust, 
1  now  proceed  to  acquaint  you  with  the  re- 
salt. — This  gemleman  has  given  me  a  very 
minute  account  of  the  conferences  which 
he  had  with  the  said  genera!  ;  the  most  ini- 
jiorrant  point  of  which  is,  that,  sujijjosing 
no  formal  rupture  to  Iiave  as  yet  taken  place, 
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liave  already  announced  to  you. — Eut  should 
you  still  entertain  ths:  least  apprehensinas  on 
account  of  the  Muali  nuuiber  of  French 
ships,  which  so  much  engage  your  a;  tcntion, 
reC';i!('Ct,  that  we  hnve  already  with  one 
voire  proclaimed  our  firm  determination  not 
to  obey  any  other  sovtMx-ign  than  Ferdinand 
VJL  and  that  no  advnntageor  opposition  can 
ever  induce  ns  to  violaie  that  obligation. 
And  should  on  the  other  iiand  indg'iiatioa 
against  the  crews  of  the  said  sliips  urge  yoa 
on  to  vindictive  proceedings,  ix-ar  in  mind 
that  you  would  thereby  unavoidaldv  occ^!- 
sion  (he  loss  of  25,000  of  your  countrymen, 
who  are  in  the  north,  and  above  all  e\:).oe 
the  life  of  our  sovereign  Ferdinand  VII. 
wlio  is  in  a  worse  situation  than  the  said  few 
ships,  and  whose  life  is  so  valuable  to  us 
tliat  we  are  '-letermined  to  fighi  for  h-m  —1 
Do  not,  therefore,  harbour  any  mistaken 
notion,  and  rest  satisfied,  that  if  ytu  act  as 
Spani^ards,  I  shall  never  separate  my  destiny 
from  that  of  Spain — "  To  die  or  conquor," 
is  my  motto  :  let  no  other  resound  in  your 
breast.  ^ 

Account  o/  the  first  Baffle  Ip'ween  the  Span^ 
ish  Pntiiots  and  the  F'-.'Uch,  published  Oy 
the  Suprfmc  Board  of  Guvernment  at 
Sevi'le. — Ju'ie  8,   1808. 

For  the  satisfaction   of  the  public,  fh'-t 
all  may  know  the  real  extent  of  the  ki 
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the  sam.e  treatment  ought    to  be  continued  j   misfortune  which  has  befalitn   our  trooDs 
towards  persons  belonging  to  the  French  na-      and  that  it  entirely  arises  from  this  circum- 


tion,  as  they  have  hitherto  experitMiKcd,  un 
lii  Napoleon  shall  have  given  his  decision  on 
the  prayer  addressed  to  him,  to  restore  to 
us  our  august  sovereign,  Ferdinand  VII.  ; 
the  nation  universally  demands  him  ;  ready 
to  shed  the  last  drop  of  blood  in  defence  of 
this  cause,  and  declaring  that  in  order  to 
obtain  the  restoration  of  our  said  sovereign, 
leave  should  be  given  to  his  sh.ips,  winch 
are  lying  in  thi|S  bay  to  depart. — We  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  this  squadron  ;  on  the 
contr;iry,  by  the  change  of  position  made 
by  our  fleet,  it  iS  surrounded  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that  it  must  be  ours,  if  the  rea.sonable 
j^roposal  which  has  been  made,  shoukl  be 
rejected  Under  these  circumstances,  my 
dear  coun*^rymen,  I  only  charge  you  to  ob 
serve  strict  subordination  lo  the  chief,  whom 
you  shall  elect  :  because  I  shall  this  instant 
resign  my  place,  if  you  djO'not  jndge  me  tit 
to  coir^mand  you  ;  but  if  you  renew  t^ie 
election,  and  leave  me  in  the  post  whi'^h  I 
occupy,  I  alone  have  to  command  ;  no  per- 
son is  to  prescribe  conditions  to  me,  and  no 
person  shall  demand  of  me  haza,rd(.ius  ac- 
tions, which  would  merely  tend  to  the  di.i- 
memberment  of  the  nation,  and  in,  some 
measures  to  frusti-aie  the  vast  plan^  winch  1 


stance,  that  the  troops,  composed  of  in- 
habiiants,  did  not  light  so  bravely  as  they 
ought  to  have  done,  since,  had  they  acquit- 
ted themselves  properly,  the  French  army 
would  have  been  completely  destroyed,  and 
that  the  people  mnv  thereby  be  excited  to 
vvijMe  off  Uiistr, fling  blot  from  their  scutcheon- 
by  their  ardor  and  steadiness  in  the  field. 
This  supreme  board  of  government,  orders^ 
the  inibiication  of  the  two  f  .llowing  letters, 
one  of  which  isfrum  an  fficer  commandiri 
thev;.n,  cnnhdentlvexpectincrnnder.j  .im.  r 
every  one  tor  the  safety  of  the  countrv  lo 
display,  m  such  actions  as  may  be  fou-ht 
for  the  future  the  discipline,  vigour,  2i:d 
steadiness,  w'bith  ha'.e  ever  been  character- 
istic f.f  true  Spaniards,  and  which  are  so 
neces.sary  under  the  e.\isting  critical  circum- 
sranc     when  they  become  au  imperigus  du- 

MoST  SiRFXR  5TiR, -^The  Rev  An- 
thony Cebreros,  a  detgviv.an  uho  hsd 
at  Cordo;a  the  managen  ent  of  the  tele* 
graph  which  had  ju.st  been  ck^froveti 
presents  himself  befc;re  the  boTd  at  three  m 
the  morning,  and  relates  th.^t  at  two  in  the 
atternoon  the  French  began  to  batar  ^ni 
foice    the    New-gate   of    t]^e   ,aid    towtv 
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aixJ  that  the  action  commenced  abov.t  four 
in  the  movniiig — All  the  otHcers  agreeiiitr, 
that  if  ilip  armed  inhabitants  had  kept  ihfir 
ground  though  over  so  ^hort  a  time,  i.o  tnice 
would  liave  been  let'i  or  il:e  French  ;  the 
troops  of  the  line  have  distinguished  them- 
selves, and  more  e^pec•aHv  their  provincial 
[;renadierj  a  ".d  their  commaiulant  D.  Joan 
Maria  de  MoraLs.  The  stafl",  wiih  a  con- 
sidoniI)le  part  of  the  army  under  Echvarri, 
remained  at  three  in  Man^o  Negro  with  a 
great  quantity  of  ammunition  and  ordnance, 
one  piece  of  cannon  er.cepted,  which  is 
naid  to  be  left  behind  in  c.'nser,nence  of  the 
carriage  having  been  broken  ;  which  ac- 
count, signed  by  the  said  ck--gyman,  is 
t/.us  hid  before  your  highaest  far  the  cof- 
re-pondin;^  purposes.  May  God.  i'cc  (Si>.^ned) 
— Antiion'y  Cebkkroe,  and  D.  Joseph 
Maria  Romora. 

Most  SeP-Ene    Sie, — In    conformity    to 
the  iri-.tvr,ction3  which   I   received   the  mo- 
ment I   was  leaving  Cordova,  which  major 
Alveaz  brought  me  from  your  highness,  and 
collecting  all  the   troops   which  I  found  dis- 
pensed in  my  way,  I  came  back  to  this  town 
at  half  past  J I  at  night,  to   wait  for  your 
further  orders.     The  action  whic'.i  had  been 
doubtful  for  two  hours,  was  decided  in  fa- 
vour of  the  enemy,  by  the  precipitate  flight 
of  the  artned  inhabitant.s,  whom  1   found  it 
impossible  to  keep  in  their  rank.s.  lie  p:\ssof 
the  bridge  of  Alcolea  was  gloriou,-.ly  defend- 
ed, bolirby  our  artillery  and  the  bravo  Lasala, 
who  had  under  his  orders  10(J  volunteers  of 
Campo  Mayor  and  Provincial  Grenadiers. — 
1  can  assure  your  highness,  the  p:iss  cost  the 
enemy  upwards  of  200  kilk'd  or  wounded, 
and  that  they  lost  nea;ly  as  many  in  the  ren 
counter  with  our  cavalry.     For  our  part,  I 
will  send  positive  intelligence  to  your  high- 
ness as  soon  as  I  receive  the  returns  f  .oai  ilie 
respective  commandants  of  corps.     In  tl;e 
niean   while,  from  those  in  my   hands,  and 
ifrom  what  I  have  seen,  I  am  convinced  (hat 
the  number  of  both  will  not  amount  to  thirty. 
— (Signed)  Peter  Austin  de  Kciii:verra. 
To  Ids  Most  Surene  Highness  Fi(uici':  de  Sa- 
vedra,  and  I  he  Supreme  Bourd  of  Seville. 

^^^  ('■ 

Letters  from  Gen.  Spencer,  Lord  Co II in g- 
u'ortd,  Cafit.,  Crnjhe,  and  Capt.  Dighy , 
lelalive  tn  the  affairs  in  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, ivritten  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
and  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  from 
the  (oa  t  of  typain  and  Portugal. 

tUOM   OKN.  SPENCKR,     17.  JUNE,     1808. 

My  lord, —  I  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  by  the  passing  of  the  Nau- 
tilus from  lord  CuUingwood  to  sir  Charles 
Cotton  to  cor);^rd'.ulaie  youf  lordship  ou  the 


suricndcr  of  the  French  squadron,  of  five 
lineof  batii.  ships,  and  one  frigate,  in  the 
harbr'.ir  of  Cadiz,  to  the  Spuiish  arms,  on 
''..»'.  14ih  instant;  on  which  day  the  Spanish 
colours  were  flying  in  all  the  French  ships. 
The  particulars  of  this  impovant  and  inte- 
resting event  will,  no  doiibt,  be  fully 
communicated  to  your  lurdsh  p  by  lord  Col- 

lingwood. It     is    also   very    satisfactory 

f")r  me  to  itiform  your  lordship,  that  thu 
movement  I  have  made  to  this  quarter,  at 
the  rc(juest  of  gentfral  Morla,  has  been  at- 
tended with  the  happiest  effects.  The 
French  troops  are  retiring  in  every  direction 
ton-ards  Lisbon,  except  some  very  insignifi- 
cant parties  left  to  occupy  the  different  small 
forts  and  posts  on  this  side  of  Portugal. 
j  I'he  Portuguese  ^^eople  are  rising  in  all  parts, 
encour.»ged  greatly  by  our  pre3encehere3  and 
the  Spanish  frontier  on  the  Guadiana  is  thus 
effectually  secured  flom  any  attack  of  the 
French. 

I  FROM  GEN.  SPEIfCER,    21.  JUNE,     1808. 

i  My  lord, — The  French  fleet  having  sur- 
j  rendered  on  the  14th,  and  the  Spanish  com- 
'  miss'oners  having  since  embarked  for  Eu- 
j  g'i.ipd,  1  beg  leave  shortly  to  recapitulate  tke 
different  events  which  have  led  to  these  de- 
sirable objects  and  to  state  to  your  lordship 
[  the  present  situation  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
I  as  far  as  1  have  obtained  correct  inflnrmation. 

t  The  general  feelings   of    the  Spaniards 

had  been  for  some  time   excited  to  the   ut- 
most degree  of  indignation  at  the  conduct  of 
the  French.     The  information  of  the  forced 
j  rcnunciationof  the  crown  of  Spain  by  Charles 
1  the  Fourth,      Ferdinand,  and   all    the  royal 
j  family  in  favour  of  Konapavte, appeared  to  be 
the  «:ignal  of  wniversal  opposition  to  the  views 
.  of  France The  council  of  Seville,  one  of 


the  principal  provincial  jurisdictions  in  Spain 
have  laid  hold  of  some  statutes  in  their  con- 
stnution,  which  authorises  their  rejecting 
the  orders  of  the  supreme  conned  of  Ma- 
diid,  wh-n  that  capital  shall  be  in  the  power 
of  foreigt)  troops.  They  have  therefore  as- 
sumed an  independent  authority  in  the  name 

j  of  Ferdinand  V  I,  whom  they  have  pro- 
claimed king  ;  and  after  some  previous  steps, 
they   have   formally   declared     war    against 

I  France,  aVid  have  appealed  to  the  Spanish 
nation  to  support  them  ;  and  their  supre- 
macy has  been  acknowledged  by  the  councils 
of  several  other  provinces.  In  Andalusia 
they  collected  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thou- 
s;ind  regular  troops,  and  have  put  arms  in 
the  hands  of  njiwards  of  sixty  thousand 
pi.'asants.  General  Castaneos  is  appointed 
commander  in  chief;  and  I  understand  they 
propose,  out  of  the  first  levies,  to  augment 
the  establishment  of   the  old  reginmnls  to 
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double  their  pre'5ent  nnmbcis.  rr(.'vincial. 
assemblies  are  also  forming  in  most  of  the 
large  towns,  and  ilitFerfiit  depots  fixed  .upon 

for  raising  volunteers. 'J'iiey  have  a  pm- 

portion  of  near  4000  cavalry^  and  a  large 
quantity  of  artillery,  as  Seville  is  a  foun- 
dery,  and  one  of  the  largest  d^rpots  in  Spain. 

-All  accounts  agree,  that  in   every  part 

of  Spain  the  insurrections  have  coniinenceil 
almost  at  the  same  period  ;  many  small  de- 
tachments ot  the  enemy,  and  many  officers 
have  been  cut  off  Gen.  Dupont  was  on  his 
marcl)  to  Seville,  and  had  already  pa.=ised 
the  Morena  Mountains,  when  the  insurrec- 
tion t  jok  i>lace.  He  has  pushed  on  to  Cor- 
dova, and,  by  the  intercepted  dispatches,  we 
learn,  he  is  strengthening  himstlf  there, 
and  proposes  to  wait  for  reinforcements.  In 
the  mc-a.!  time,  the  M«jrena  passes  in  his 
rear  have  been  occupied  by  5000  Spaniards  ; 
the  road  is  broken  up  ;  and  I  trust  all  com- 
munication   has   been   cut   olf. General 

D'Alril  had  rec  -ived  orders  to  join  him  at 
Seville  with  4000  men  who  were  to  assem- 
ble at  A  Icorentia,  bat  our  arrival  off  Aya- 
moute,  and  the  arming  of  all  Si)ain,  and 
the  alarms  in  Portugal,  having  prevented 
thi.>  movement,  I  trust  that  general  Junot 
will  not  now  be  able  to  detach  any  troops 
from  Portugal,  though  we  understand 
a  French  corps  have  been  collected  at 
Elvas,  but  I  do  not  think  it  can  exceed 
4000  men,  though  the  reports  of  its  sirength 

are  very  various. At  Faro  the  Portuguese 

have  already  risen,  having  taken  or  destroyed 
a  detachment  of  about  200  men,  have 
seized  the  arms  and  amm^tnition  of  the  pro- 
vince, which  the  French  had  collected  in  a 
depot,  and  also  about  40,000  dollars  in  gold, 
which  the  French  general  had  amassed. 

LORD  COLLINGWOOD,    14X11  JUNE,     1803. 

Sir, — In  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant, 
by  the  Alphea,  1  informed  you  that  appli- 
cation had  been  made  for  a  ship  to  carry  to 
England  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
supreme  council  of  Seville,  to  treat  v.'ith  his 
m  ijesty's  nunisters  on  such  matters  as  are 
important  to  the  interest  of  both  coutries. 
The  admiral  who  commands  in  the  port  of 
Cadiz  being  one  of  the  deputed,  they  did 
not  choose  he  should  depart  until  the  sur- 
render of  the  French  ships,  which  took 
place  this  morning. I'he  Spaniards  ha- 
ving constructed  an  additional  battery  of 
thirty  heavy  guns,  and  numerous  gun  and 
bomb  vessels  having  taken  their  stations, 
the  French  ships  struck  their  colours  at  seven 
o'clock  this  morning,  and  soon  at'ter  the 
Spanish  were  hoisted  on  board  them. 
The  French  ships,  J  understand  are  not  at 
;ill  injured,  as  the  Spaniards  wanted  them 
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for  their  own  use  :  nor  has  there  been  much 
loss  of  men  on  either  side.  The  governor 
.some  day,-,  since  (and  before  I  catne  here) 
rcquesilcd  of  Major  General  Spc'.Cer  to  pro- 
ceed to  Avamanie,  to  oppo.se  a  detachment 
of  ihc  French  armv,  when  was  said  to  be 
marching  from  Portugal  by  the  coast ;  and 
yest'.T(lay  the  transports  proceeded,  under 
t:;e  i)rotection  of  the  Zealous,  to  (h.-it  quar- 
ter, where  the  Wuidsor  Castle  had  con- 
ducted a  dftruhment  the  day  before.  -  — - 
June  15.— The  governor  .if  Cadiz  has  noti- 
fied to  me,  th.it  the  ( ommissioners  will  be 
ready  to  embark  in  two  d.^ys.  As  the  Re- 
venge has  been  stationed  near  the  town, 
where  sir  John  Gore  has  had  much  inter-' 
eourse  with  the  governor  and  chiefs  in  com- 
mand during  the  late  operations,  ;;'pd  wit- 
nessed the  temper  and  di«i>osit!on  of  the 
ptfople,  I  have  ordered  that  ship  to  receive 
them,  that  he  may  give  to  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters the  information  they  may  desire  of 
v/hat  has  come  within  his  observationastothe 
presen  t  state  of  th^s  part  of  Spain. Applica- 
tion has  been  made  to  mc  this  evening  by  the 
supreme  council  of  Seville  and  the  g;,>vernor 
of  Cadiz,  to  give  a  passport  to  a  Spanish 
frigate  and  four  dispatch  vessels,  to  carry  to 
the  several  governments  and  presidencies  in 
the  West  ladies,  infjrmation  of  the  events 
which  have  happened  in  Spain,  and  their 
instructions  to  the  governors  :  and  also  that 
a  sloop  of  war  may  tiike  ont  oiriccrs,  to  that 
country,  whose  presence  there  ii  important: 
this  they  urge  in  preference  to  their  going 
in  a  Spanish  vessel,  as  it  will  convey  a  pro®f 
of  their  connexion  with  Great  Britain. 

CAPT.    CREYK.E,     20tH     JUN.,    1808. 

Sir  ; — Since  the  account  I  had  the  honour 
of  delivering  loyou  on  the  10th  June,  Opor- 
to has  undergone  two  revolutions,  and  has 
been  successively  in  the  hand.s  of  the  French 
and  the  subjects  of  the  I  rince  Regent.  After 
the  Spaniards  had  delivered  the  forts  into  'he 
custody  of  the  Portuguese,  and  tlie  national 
celours  were  every  where  hoisted,  the  French 
were  again  able  to  establish  their  authority, 
in  consequence  of  the  weak  and  undetermi- 
ned measures  of  the  governor,  Louis  d'Oli- 
veira,  who  is  now  confined  as  a  trai'tor,  and 
maintained  it  till  the  Itjth,  tiiC  day  of  Cor- 
pus Christi,  a  great  nation-d  festival,  when 
it  had  been  usual  for  the  P;.rtuguese  regi- 
ments to  attend  with  colours  iSving.  The 
governor,  d'Oliveira,  in  consequence  of  or- 
ders from  Junot,  attemj^ted  to  establi.-h  the 
French  flag  instead  of  the  Portuguese  at  the 
procession.  This  violent  attack  on  tiie  na- 
tional custom  drew  forth  the  murmurs  of 
the  populace  to  so  great  a  degree,  that  an 
attempt  to  compromise  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
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\  ij.'.u  no  effect  ;     ...    .    vi;,    uk-    lo.li,  lU 

tlu-  evening,  tlie  day  befure  my  ariival  here, 
tlu'V  were  exciied  to  such  n  degree  of  liity, 
tliat,  coiiiiierijuced  l)y  the  prie'.'-.,  the  j-eo- 
ple  rose  tn  iius-.e,  bri)ke  cpen  thr  i!en<its,and 
supplied  themselves  wi;li  25,000  blind  of 
arms,  and.  together  witli  ihc  ng'ilars,  t'orm- 
ed  a  mos-  detiTiv.ined  a:id  entlui-iiastir  army. 
From  this  mooirnt  a!l  P'rench  ?iuthority 
Ce:i3ed  J  and  everv  man,  either  Fr^iic!),  or 
S'isi)or!ed  of  be  nj;  iii<  lined  tu  French,  inte- 
rest, was  arretted. — T'-.e  bishop  ot  Oporto 
Vas  elected  a-  the  n  w  governor,  and  an 
arn-.y  ot  20  OCX)  nun  sent  to  meet  the 
French,  who  had  advanced,  to  the  amount  of 
P'K),  v'.ithin  MX  leagues  ot"  r'purto.  l"he 
enihi.siasm  has  comiviunicated  tVoni  one  ti; 
the  other,  uiid  the  Portuguese  provinces  of 
Tralos,  filontes,  iVIinlio,  and  tlie  northern 
piiiot'  lieira,  in  imitation  of  tiie  Spaniards 
hive  risen  in  arms,  dctermii^ed  to  <  x'irpate 
the  French  from  their  kingdom.  From  the 
most  nioderiite  accounts,  besides  what  are  at 
Oporto.  I  may  estimate  them  at  upwards  of 
lOO.OtX)  men.  Ail  the  regular  regiments 
di.s'oatulid  by  liie  French  are  fqr;r.ing  again 
\vit!i  the  greatest  al.icrity,  and  will  soon  join 
tliem.  I  have  tlii.s  day  had  an  interview 
•with  hi  exc^'ilency  tl-.e  governor,  conducted 
to  him  an)id  ihe  shouts  an  1  hnzz.is  of  the 
popn'are.  To-morrow  I  send  a  paitv  of  men 
ti<  mount  th?  guns  of  a  large  Brazil  ship,  the 
cotntnand  >.'i  which  is  <;iven  to  an  Fngiish- 
niin,  Hud  l.:e^tinevl  3s  a  floa'irig  bnter)  to 
de/end  the  bridge,  in  ca.se  ilie  Fn'i.ch  should 
Imve  tlie  t;  merity  lo  a[)i!r")ac!i,  tlumgh  such 
an  eient  i>  i.ot  to  be  appiehended.  It  any 
rcq.nsiiioo  is  made  lor  powder,  1  shall  co.n- 
)i|y  vyitli  it,  t)i.t  ihey  have  at  preserit  abun 
dance  ot  arms,  jjiiimunit'nn,  and  provisions 
The  detest  ition  C't  the  Porhiguese  to  tlie 
French  is  so  great,  that  capt  Jones  and  mv  - 
Self,  after  Jiaviug  beggud  the  life  of  the 
French  inieii'iani  ot  police  had  the  greatest 
dithculiv  m  conveying  him  a  prjsuutr  to  ihe 
boat,  anil  thf  i.r.boynded  l<ive  and  respect  to 
tlie  English  alone  preveiiied  tlje  enraged  po- 
paiace  trom  tear,ng  hm  to  pieces 

CAPT.    DItiBY,    ^jr^th    JUNE,    1808. 

Mv  loid  ; — I'lie  last  .jpporiuniy  I  had  of 
writing  to  your  lordship,  I  acquainted  you 
of  my  inteniion  of  going  to  St.  Ai.dero  inj- 
mcdlaiely.  and  afiord  every  assistance  in  mv 
power  u>  ihe  loyal  inhabitants,  and  i)rtng  off 
any  Bri.tisri  asbjecis  liiat  might  wish  to  come 
away  in  ihe  pre.-.ent  uncertain  stale  of  the 
country  ;  and  I  had  intelligence  that  the 
French  trigite  jii  fas-sage,  accompanied  by 
several  guubixn.^,  was  expected  to  make  a 
descent  on  that  part  of  the  coast.  Owing  lf> 
the  strong  gasisrly  winds  and  long  calms,  I 
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did  not  vet  thi-re  till  the  21st.  The  signal 
post  displayed  a  flag  of  li  uce,  which  wai  an- 
swered by  both  stiips.  The  captain  of  the 
po't,  Don  Viiicetito  Camino,  canieon  board; 
he  told  us  the  F'ench  army  were  soon  ex- 
pected to  ninke  an  attack  on  ihc  pass  in  the 
mountains  tliat  guarded  the  approacli  to  the 
town  ;  he  invited  us  to  anchor  in  ^ardenero 
Bay,  which  we  did  at  J  p  m.  j  until  he  had 
made  his  report  to  the  bishop,  who  was  the 
present  govei^nor,  he  wished  us  not  to  land. 
Ko  boat  returning  by  one  <-)'cIock  the  next 
(iny,  I  concluded  sotne  sudden  attack  or  un- 
expecicd  event  mu.st  have  taken  place.  Jii 
the  attertioon  a  brig  came  out  of  the  har- 
bour, i\M  ot  people  of  all  descriptions,  who 
had  left  the  town  on  the  report  that  the 
French  were  sdvancing.  I  immediately  got 
under  way,  and  sent  capt.  Daly  of  the  Co- 
met up  the  harbour,  to  gain  some  contirmecl 
intelligence,  and,  should  the  report  prove 
true,  to  reconnoitre  the  fort,  and  find  out 
wheieiheprincipal  mag.'zine  was,andif  it  was 
possible  to  destroy  it.  Between  8  and  9  p.  m. 
capt  Daly  returned  with  certain  information 
that  !lie  French  troops  had  gained  the  pass, 
and  had  halted  only  a  few  miles  from  the 
town,  and  were  expected  to  enter  that  night 
or  next  da  v. — Capt.  Daly  also  made  every 
possible  observation,  and  had  himselt  spiked 
the  guns  in  two  f^-ts  near  the  town,  and  he 
reqae-.ted  to  go  and.deatrov  the  magazine, 
and  the  guns  in  thp  Ibrts  that  guard  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour.  I  should  certainly 
have  sent  the  boats  that  night,  but  the  great 
chance  of  th.eir  being  taken  by  surprise, 
should  the  enemy  advance,  and  the  night 
beingvery  dark  and  squaliy,  wit  lie  very  appear- 
ance of  b.4d  weather,  made  ine  defer  it  till 
the  next  morning.  At  daylight  we  stood 
into  the  bay.  and  manned  and  anT)ed  two 
boats  from  each  ship,  under  the  order.s  of 
capr.  Daiy  j  he  was  aceompanied  by  lieut. 
H.  M  Herbert,  ot  the  Cossack,  and  lieute- 
nant Read,  of  the  Royal  Marines,  and  seve- 
ral of  the  younger  otficers,  who  all  volun- 
teered their  services;  they  left  this  ship  soon 
after  b  o'clock,  and  landed  about  8,  spiked 
all  the  gnus  in  Fort  Salvador  d'.'^no,  and 
Fort  Sedra,  and  wedged  shot  in  the  cham- 
bers of  them,  which  renders  them  quite 
useless  ;  the  mag  iziu.e  was  at  some  little  dis- 
l.inee,  and  had  50O  whole  barrels  of  powder 
in  it,  besides  quantities  of  other  stores  ;  all 
which  were  completely  destroyed,  great  part  . 
by  throwing  it  ov>er  the  clifl's  into  the  sea, 
leaving  sufficient  to  blow  up  the  magazine  j 
the  train  was  laid  for  a  considerable  distance, 
and  it  was  let  oft' about  10  o'clock,  which 
instantly  levelled  the  whole  building  to  the 
ground  j  finding  some  more  powder  in  Fort 
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Sedra,  a  train  was  laid  to  it,  which  took  t-r 
feet,  and  blew  part  of  the  house  and  store- 
kouse  in  it  up  ;  the  two  oiher  forts  on  the 
west  side  of  the  hay  they  could  not  attempt, 
as  the  surf  was  so  high  it  was  inipossihle  to 
land,  and  to  w.ilk  round  was  too  far  from 
the  bo:its,  asthey  had  not  a  moment  to  spare  : 
having  heard  b.^fore  tiiey  set  fire  to  the  first 
train,  that  the  French  had  entered  the  town, 
and  they  expected  a  strong  guard  at  i  he  forts, 
the  boats  left  the  shore  by  1  1  o'clock,  and 
had  just  got  round  the  point  of  De  i^no, 
when  a  considerable  body  of  French  dra- 
goons appeared  on  the  hill,  and  took  post 
near  the  smoking  ruins  of  the  magazine.  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  capt.  Daly,  and  lieut.  Rend, 
of  the  marines,  are  much  scorched,  particu- 
larly lieut.  Read,  in  setting  fire  to  the  last 
train  ;  but  am  h.ippy  to  find  his  eyes  are  safe, 
and  is  doing  well.  Capt  Daly  speaks  in  high 
commendation  of  the  zeal  and  exertion  of 
every  officei  and  man  employed  with  him. 
Address  to  the  Gaiicians. 
Spaniards  ! — You  have  no  other  alterna- 
tive! You  must  either  clank  your  chains 
in  infamous  sln^•el■y,  or  fight  bravely  for 
your  liberty.  Tlie  monster  of  France  has 
determined  to  tyranize  over  our  indepen- 
dence, by  expedients  more  detestable  than 
any  yet  disclosed  in  the  history  of  mankind. 
His  infamy  is  discovered,  his  treachery  is 
exposed,  and  our  suspicions  are  confirmed 
by  the  plunder  of  the  sacred  person  of  our 
sovereign.  Ah  !  complicated  misery  !  the 
batcher  will  bathe  his  hands  in  the  blood  of 
our  king,  if  Ferdinand  be  not  rescued  by 
our  valour  !  Shall  we  permit  this  public 
robber  to  execute  his  base  purposes  upon  our 
prince?  Shall  we  allow  his  banditti,  un- 
resisted, to  rob  our  houses,  outrage  our 
families,  and  bear  off  the  holy  vessels  of 
our  religion,  crimes  which  have  been  al- 
ready perpetrated  in  Portugal  ? Spani- 
ards !  this  is  the  cau^e  of  the  Omnipotent 
God.  It  must  be  supported,  or  your  names 
must  be  transmitted  with  infamy  tg  all 
future  generations.  Under  the  hallowed 
standard  of  religion,  our  ancestors  gave 
freedom  to  the  sail,  opposed  by  the  multi- 
tudinous hosts  of  JMahomet ;  and  shall  we 
fear  to  meet  a  confused  crowd  of  detested 
atheists,  led  by  the  avowed  protector  of  the 
infidel  Jew?  If  we  abandon  the  field  of 
battle  and  ©f  glory,  our  venerable  fathers, 
those  heroes  who  shed  their  blood  for  the 
extirpr.tion  of  Ishmael,  will  lift  up  their 
heads  from  the  sepulchre,  will  upbraid  us 
for  our  cowardice,  and   will    di.sovvn    us    for 

their  offspring.- The   tyrants  of  France, 

of  Italy,  and  of  other  nations  of  the   conti- 
neutjj^  tljose  corapton  enemies  of  humanity, 
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mrown  up  by  the  waves  of  Corsica,  arc  the 
same  that  deluded  our  young  Ferdinand,  se- 
duced him  by  idle  promises,  and  prcclaimed 
him  the  sovereign  of  our  m<;narchy.  Com- 
mencifig  with  this  deception,  when  thi^y  b  id 
blown  up  the  flunies  of  discord  aixjci.;.  'he 
members  of  tlie  royal  family,  they  to^.u  ?d- 
vantage  of  their  situation  and  iin^Jii  .ned 
tliem.  By  the  same  intrigues  andf  .isthood, 
they  de.sigiied  I'o  have  easiaved  the  \»  :olt;  of 
the  Spanish  nation';  and  for  lhispurp'.e,they 
endeavoured  (o  attract  within  th.  r  l(ji)s, 
your  strt  '^gth,  your  valour  and  your  ndtlity. 
It  is  true,  that  a  tew  base  born  wr<..-tcl-,es, 
unworthy  of  their  country,  have  ,;  .,hwrt 
tmie  .since  submitted  to  thetr  authority,  in 
the  way  which  other  fiitl'iiess  and  cowardly 
Frenchmen  yield  to  their  proud  superiors. 
These,  countrvmeu,  are  not  the  'ilustrious 
and  generous  Gauls,  who  assist  this  tyrant 
in  tliL- abominable  schemes  oi  his  perfidy. 
Flis  minions  are  extracted  from  the  most 
degrader!  of  his  conquered  countries,  and 
the  established  principle  of  tiieir  lealer  is 
the  extermination  of  tho^e,  who,  by  the 
sacrifice  of  their  blood,  accelerate  the  pro- 
jects of  his  wild  amivtion. Are  you    io-- 

noranl,  that  by  the  same  impulse  he  h.^s  been 
guided  towards  our  brothers  and  compa- 
nions, wishing  to  i)lend  them  with  his  vue, 
unhallov/ed,     and    manacled   sla\es,    which 

have  betrayed  Spain  ? Noble  Galician-i, 

learned  priests,  pious  Christians,  natives  of 
this  happy  soil  !  you  will  be  the  first  to 
throw  off  the  yoke  imposed  by  this  vile  nib- 
ble. You  are  the  honoured  depositories  of  the 
sacred  remains  of  die  apostle  Si.  James,  the 
patron  of  Spain.  You  are  decorated  with 
ih.e  awful  trophies  of  tlie  most  Holy  Sacra- 
ment, which  adorn  our  standards  :  you  will 
discharge  your  duty  :  you  will  not  fear  the 
hostile  bands  which  lay  waste  our  country  to 
the  utmost  boundary  of  a  Pyrennean  frontier. 
Fly,  then,  to  arms;  let  the  othsr  pro- 
vinces unite  under  the  blessed  auspices  of 
your  fidelity,  and  of  your  canonized  patioii. 
Raise  high  your  invincible  standards,  and, 
confident  of  success,  hasten  to  the  field  of 
battle  and  of  victory,  for  by  such  means, 
alone,  you  can  secure  your  liberty,  and  pro- 
tect yourselves  fi'om  dishonourable  chains. 
Re^ulatinns    for  calTirrg   fhrth    the    People, 

issued  by  the  Supreme;  Council  at    Seville. 

(itli  June,   1S08. 

Don  Ferdinand  VII.  King  of  Spain  and 
the  Indies,  and  in  his  name  tiie  supreme 
council  of  government  of  both..- 1  i)e  de- 
fence of  the  country  and  the  king,  and  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  has 
been  and  will  ever  be  the  sole  aim  of  thii 
suprem.e  council  j  which  to  attain  that  eijd. 
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has  spared  no  exertions,  and  shrunk  from 
lio  fatigue  or  danger.  In  order  to  facilitate 
its  attainment,  tlie council  ordains  and  enacts 
as  follows: 1.  That  the  enlistment    it 


has  ordered,  shall  be  general,  including  all 
persons  able  to  bear  arms,  of  the  age  of  10 
to  ^5  :  but  they  shall  be  divided  into  tliree 
classLS  The  first  is  to  consibt  of  volunteers: 
the  second  of  unmarried  persons,  married 
men,  and  widowers  without  children  ; 
the  third  of  married  men  and  widowers 
with  children  ;  persons  who  have  received 
the  lower  orders  and  necessary  sevr.nts  of  the 

chuich. 2.  The    volunteers  are  to   put 

thein.->elves  immediately  in  motion,  and 
march  in  any  direction,  which  the  councils 
of  government  or  boards  of  magistrates  shall 
couiuKind  j  and  as  soon  as  they  shall  have 
reached  the  place  of  destination  pointed  out 
to  tht-in,  th>.-y  shall  either  join  the  veteran 
troops,  or  form  distinct  bodies  under  the 
crfli.:s  of  their  res[)ective  military  chiefs, 
who  sh.iU  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  ; 
and  t!ie  said  volunteers,  whether  they  join 
the  Veteran  troops  or  be  formed  in  distinct 
bodirf-'i  !>hall  di)  duty  in  every  point  of  view 

as  troops  of  the   line.- 3.   In  the    second 

place  !-hLill  be  called  out  for  service  those  of 
t!iesec<.nd  enlistment,  that  is,  unmarried 
m.-i),  and  ni.'.riied  men,  and  widowers  who 
iKive  no  •■  hildien,  who,  on  their  arrival  at 
the  pla'je  (  f  desiinaiion.  shall  erther  join 
the\rt(ino  troops  or  be  embodied  in  distinct 
corps ;  and  thi  j  being  done^  thgy  shall  in 
every  rc-specr  serve  an  ••  act  as   troops  of  (he 

lin.e. 4.   At  the  tliird  calling   out,  which 

shd.j  not  \e  resorted  to  bat  iu  case  of  ex- 
trcii;e  necessity,  such  as  calls  upun  us  to 
sa<;it!Ce  oursehes  in  deftnceof  our  country, 
sliali  come  the  turn  of  those  of  the  third 
enri-..iuei.t,  that  is,  manied  men  and  wi- 
doutTs  who  have  children  :  persons  who 
h-iVe  recehed  ihe  lower  orders,  and  such 
swrvants  of  the  church,  as  are  not  mdispen- 
sibiy  required  for  divine  seivicc  ;  after  ha- 
ving reached  their  point  of  de.>tinatii'n,  they 
^hal!  join  other  corps  or  forui  d,,«tinct  bodies, 
aid  act  as  troops  of  the  .line,  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  enacted  with    legard  to  persons 

enlibted  of  the  tir.^t  and  second   class. 5. 

Tilt'  voliinliers  of  il-e  first  class  cannot  plead 
o:' claim  any  exception.  Should  persons  of 
the  second  .ind  ihiid  class  alledge  Jiny,  they 
shall  be  h.eard,  and  after  a  summary  discus- 
bion,  their  case  sh/ill  be  dele/mined  upon 
by  the  respective  councils  of  ginerinr.ent, 
or  IxKirds  of  magistrate"-,  atui  in  this  metro- 
polis liy  il'e  sui^rcme  ci  tmcil  of  govti'nnient, 
wiihcui  ai-,y  judicial  proceedings,  co.-ts,  or 
fi'fs  :  arid  I  hi-,  ctcision  then  given  shall  be 
abided  by  and  cairicd  into  cllcct  without  any 
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fun  hi  r  opposition  whatsoever.  Yet  the  right 
shall  be  reserved  to  all  persons,  whomay  'hink 
themselves  aggrieved,  to  lodge  tlu'ir  complaints 
before  the  supreme  council,  which,  with 
strict  and  impartial  justice,  will  give  such  a 
decision  as  the  case  sii  ■!!  require:  but  the  su- 
prenie  council  at  the  same  time  think  it  right 
toobserve,  that  the  complaints  brought  before 
thenh  must  concern  matters  of  importance, 
and  not  be  futile  or  fictitious  :  because  the; 
situation  of  the  country,  whii  h  is  in  danger, 

demands  it. —6.  As  it  is  but  fair,  that  the 

ardour  to  defend  the  country  should  not  bi* 
damped  or  cramped  in  any  manner  whatso- 
ever, all  persons  who  have  received  the  Iovp- 
er  orders,  and  all  individaals,  of  any  class 
or  description,  and  they  whose  age  exceeds 
A3  shall  be  received  if  they  choose  to  enlist 
as   volunteers,    and   permitted  to   turn  out 

with  the  first  class,  or  join  the  others. J, 

The  supreme  council  of  government  cannot 
disc:ird  from  its  recollection  the  urgent  ne- 
cessity of  gathering  and  inning  the  harvest, 
so  plentiful  as  that  with  which  God  has 
vouchsafed  to  bless  us  this  year.  The  coun- 
cil, therefore,  orders  all  persons  enlisted  of 
the  second  and  third  class,  personally  to 
apply  ihernselves,  without  claiming  any  ex- 
emption on  account  of  rank,  wealth,  or 
an}  other  motive  whatsoever,  to  gather  and 
inn  the  harvest,  so  indispensibly  necessary 
for  Ihe  public  support  and  happiness.  This 
ii.junction,  however,  applies  to  those  only 
who  have  exceeded  the  45ih  year  of  their 
age,  and  he  who  complies  shall  be  declared 
to  have  deserved  well  of  his  country  j  and 
the  supreme  council  of  government  expects, 
from  the  generous  character  of  all  Spaniards, 
that  not  one  of  them  will  take  advantage  of 
the  present  critical  situation  of  the  country  to 
raise  the  price  of  labour  to  an  excessive 
amount,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
will  all  act  with  that  heroic  moderation 
which  the  country  and  public  felicity  de- 
mand.  8.  Women   apply  themselves  in 

many  p<?rishes  to  reap  the  corn,  and  to  per- 
form other  agricultural  labour  J  and  in  all 
the  provinces  of  Spain  a  great  number  of 
them  may  do  the  saine.  The  supreme 
council  advises  and  directs  them  to  do  so  in 
the  circumstances  in  whiih  we  are  placed, 
and  declare  this  employment  in  all  those 
who  shall  devote  themselves  to  it,  the  highest 
service  wliich  they  are  able  to  render  their 
count  IV.  All  persons  belonging  to  the  regu- 
lar and  secular  clergy  may  do  the  same,  and 
will  thereby  evince  the  love  of  tkeir  king, 
li)eir  loyahy  and  zeal  to  protnote  the  public 
prosperity  and  welfare  ;  and  the  example 
which  they  -hall  then  set  to  the  people,  and 
to  persoub  of   every   rank  and   description 
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will  force  thf^m  to  imitnte  It. Such    uo 

men,  as  on  account  nt  their  age,  debility  of 
constitution,  and  tther  reris -iis.  ar<-  abso- 
lutely prevented  from  devoting  themselves 
to  that  ei-nployment,  will  apply  .hcmselves 
to  make  lint,  bandnges,  and  other  iK^cessa- 
iries,  for  the  use  of  the  hospitals,  and  after 
they  are  made,  they  will  deliver  them  to 
their  respective  coimcils  of  gove-nment,  or 
boaids  of  magistr^ites,  who  will  transmit 
them  without  the  least  .^lay  to  the  inten- 
danls  or  commissaries  general  o^  our  armies 
in  this  capita).  The  latter  will  cause  lists  to 
be  formed  of  th--  persons,  who  shall  have 
applied  themseJves  lo  this  service,  an  i  to  all 
other  emoloyments  ordered,  and  rransmit 
them  to  llrs  supreme  .-ouncil  of  government, 
who  will  ordrrihem  to  be  printed  and  pub- 
lished, that  thev  may  be  universally  known, 
and  that  ev\"rv  one  may  receive  (he  praise 
and  reward  due   to  his  love   of    our  native 

land. VVe  are  ab  n^  to  fight   in   defence 

of  our  country  and  reirji  ju,  and  oui  con- 
duct and  exertions  or^ht  to  shcv  that  we 
really  are  Spanidius  and  Christians.  The 
supreme  council  of  govenunent  do,  there- 
fore, charge  the  rmies,  the  people  and 
persons  of  ever\  rank  and  desx:ription, 
to  study  the  utmost  purity  of  manners,  mo- 
desty, and  virtue,  and  mcessantly  to  offer 
up  prayers  to  the  God  of  merey,  to  appease 
his  just  wraih.  The  council,  ab(yve  all, 
charges  and  beseeches  them,  for  love  of 
Jesus  Christ,  to  avoid  all  jealousiet*,  diffe- 
rences, and  disputes,  and,  sacrificing  ull 
personal  interests,  closely  to  unite,  auil 
devote  themselves  entirely  to  the  defence  of 
our  king.  Doing  this,  i he  supreme  council 
of  government  hope  and  are  certain,  thai 
God  will  look  down  on  us  with  an  eye  of 
mercy,  and  we  shall  succeed  to  save  our  re 
ligion,  our  country,  and  our  king,  whose 
ruin  would  be  consummated  by  our  enemies 
if  they  conquered  us,  which,  however, 
this  supreme  council  of  government  neithf  i 
fears  nor  has  reason  to  fear. — Don  Juan 
B.\UT[STA  Paedo,  and  Don  Manuel 
Maria  Deaguilar,  Sec. 

Public  Notice. 
The  five  bodies  of  citizens  for  the  defence 
of  their  property,  and  who  can  mainiain 
themselves,  shall  be  attached  for  their  in- 
struction, to  the  five  provincial  regiments 
which  are  now  in  Cadiz.  To  each  one  shall 
be  named  a  commander  from  the  first  fa- 
milies, who  may  have  served  with  honour,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  officers  shall  be  dis- 
tinguished by  their  exertions,  public  accep- 
tation, and  other  circumstances.  An  uni- 
form shall  be  choseii  by  the  military  com- 
mittee.    At  first  they  shall  do  duty  with  the 
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legimrnts  to  which  they  may  b-^*  attached  for 
tlieir  instruction,  and  afterwards  separately, 
wiihoutany  other  connec  ion  with  them  than 

as  here  expressed. The  most   iiii'-resting 

is  the  prompt  enlistment  with  the  respective 
commissaries. 

Edict  nj  the  Snhrerre  Council  nf  Govern-^ 
mejit,  cnnimunicaU'd  lo  the  Council  oj  the 
city  of  Sr'ille,  Jtli  June,   1S08. 

Don  Fekdinand  VII.  King  of  SpAi>i 
ASt)  THE  Indies  and  in  his  name  the 
Supreme  Council  of  Government  c  i» 
BOTH  —  In  order  to  carry  into  (nil  effect  the 
declaration  of  war  against  the  emperor  Na- 
poleon I.  decrees  as  follows. — 1.  Within 
four  days  from  the  publication  hereof,  every 
Frenchman,  or  person  who  has  served 
under  the  French  banners,  and  is  desirous 
to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the  Spanish  ser- 
vice, shell!  present  himself  in  this  capital 
a!  the  Cf;ami)erlain's  office,  and  make  his 
declaration  ;  and.  after  having  taken  the 
oatli  of  allegiance,  he  shall  remain  fre» 
from  all  nn-lestation,  and  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  which  pertain  to  him.  And  the 
same  shall  be  d'^ne  in  all  other  places  and 
cities,  and  attended  to  either  by  the  boards 
of  government  or  common  council,  where 
the  former  shall  not  yet  have  been  formed. 
—  U.  Every  Frenchm.an  or  other  person, 
who  has  served  imder  the  banners  of  that 
nation,  and  shall  rot  present  himself  with- 
in four  days,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  .1  per^on  di^irous  of  remaining 
pprt'ei  tiy  French  ;  and  all  his  property,  cf 
whatever  nature  or  description  ic  may  be, 
shall  be  confiscated. — 111.  All  inerchants, 
and  all  other  persons  who  have  in  their 
possession,  on  any  ground  or  title  whatever, 
any  goods,  claims,  or  effects  belonging  to 
Frcnchnten,  or  to  persons  who  have  served 
under  the  Fiench  banners,  shall  keep  them 
in  their  possession,  and  not  dispose  of  them 
on  pain  of  being  accountable  lor  the  san^e  j 
and  they  shall  within  fuur  days  make  a 
declaration  upon  oath  of  the  said  goods, 
claims,  and  effects,  and  deliver  it  to  our 
board  ot  Exchequer  j  and  all  persons  who 
offend  against  this  order,  shall  be  prosecuted 
according  to  law. — Given  in  the  royal  palace 
of  Alcazas,  in  Seville,  the  "th  June,  180S. 
— By  command  of  the  supreme  council, — ■ 
JtTAN  Bautista  Pardo,  Scc.  Manuel 
Maria  Acuilah,  Sec. 

And  ill  obedience  to  the  said  supreme 
injunction,  the  council  of  this  place  orders 
the  same  to  be  published  and  posted  in  the 
usual  places,  and  give  notice  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  that  purpose  shall  ac- 
quaint the  Frenchmen  who  reside  here, 
with  the  day  whe*i  they  are  to  n.ake  their 
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appearance,  3n4  comply  with    the  said  ^ii- 
picjiie  ii  junctiun. — Cadiz,  June  13,     IJ^OS. 

Don  Jl-ANDI:  DlOb  Dr.   I-AXnOABURN,  Isi 

Sec.     Don  Juan  dk  la  VfcXA  P.   Santan- 
UER.  2d  Sec 

Financial  AO'ahs.—Alh  June,   1S03. 

Frnm  the  moment  that  tliis  supreme 
bnard  wns  esiahlished,  its  first  care  was  the 
p!H!St iv.ition  ni  our  reh'gioii  and  onr  coun- 
try, •v\A  it  flatters  itst;lf  it  has  secured  both  ; 
b(  ratise  the  smtc  noble  cntlnisiasm  is  ob- 
served iiwall  the  provinces  of  ilie  kin.!7doni  , 
in  ihi,'  in'Kl'=>t  of  ilie  serious  negociation,  it 
ntn'er  fails  watchin:^  ovu*r  the  coiTiplete  feli- 
city. It  waits  favoiira!>le  inomcnts  to  sccuve 
conipletely  the  ci  edit  of  paper-money,  the 
interest  of  wliich  will  be  most  reiigioasly 
paid,  audits  liciuidalio:!  will  be  verifietl  with 
japiditv,  to  preserve  solely  the  sums  th:;t 
may  be  deemeil  useful,  not  to  burtljen  the 
subject.  The  board  has  committed  the 
plan  to  some  of  its  members  of  the  greatest 
rectitude  and  experience  in  these  matters, 
and  full  of  regard  t'or  their  fellow  citizens, 
.-in.i  the  determinalioiis  to  be  taken  are  the 
most  simple  and  uniform.  The  sMpreme 
board  has  ihonj:lii  proper  to  order  the  sus- 
pension of  the  sales  of  the  church  properly, 
until  they  are  enabled,  nftcr  due  rcfleciion, 
to  examine  and  adopt  the  most  convenient 
measures  for  the  happy  issue  of  their 
wholesome  intentions ;  and  that  it  may 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  a!l,  it  orders  this 
to  be  published. —  Du-a  Jt-'w  Bautisia 
Parpo,  Sec. 

Edict  of  (he    Supreme    Council,    Slh  June, 
1608. 

In  order  to  avoiil  the  doubts,  which, 
from  want  of  sufficient  information,  may 
arise  with  regard  to  tlie  true  meaning  of 
the  manifesto  pablisb.cd  on  the  O'th  of  this 
month,  touchmg  the  enlistment,  it  is  here- 
with made  known  : — 1.  That  the  said  mani- 
festo does  not  at  all  concern  those  who 
have  already  enlisted  in  the  different  corps. 
— 2.  That  the  first  calling  out  of  Volunteers 
includes  all  unmarried  young  men,  and 
widowers  without  children,  whom  the 
manifesto  places  in  the  second  class.—  3. 
Th.at  all  indivi(Hials  of  the  mciropolis,  and 
other  places,  who  have  not  enliated,  must 
do  so  without  the  least  delay,  excuse,  or 
pretext. —J CAN'  BAUTtsxA  Faedo,  Sec. 
Mavuel  Maria  Act-'iiAa,  Sec. 

ADDRESS  TO  THK   PEOl'LK    OK    SEVII.I.K. 

Spaniards  ! — The  most  artful  usurper  of 
the  throne  of  IVanre,  imagined  that  our 
loyally  and  ardour  had  sunk  into  apathy  3 
but  experience  is  about  to  shew  him  how 
great  an  error  he  commits  in  taking  for  a 
cowa^-dly  inactivity  the  promising  offspring 


ot  the  noble  sentiments  wliich  are  our 
characteristics. — ^Thc  moment  in  which  the 
most  vile  of  tyrants  throws  away  the  mask, 
is  th  it  for  wiiicii  we  most  anxiously  waited, 
to  prove  to  him  that  we  are  as  intrepid,  ni 
the  eternal  enmity  his  perfidy  has  aroused, 
as  we  were  patient  in  siitrering  the  most 
condescending  and  fatal  alliance. — From  the 
tomb  of  our  holy  king  Ferdinand  the  first 
standard  was  unfurled,  which  leads  us  to 
break  tiic  chains  by  which  the  Ferdinand 
we  now  shout  for  is  disgracefully  bound, 
and  under  which  he  groans. — Oh  prodigy  ! 
at  this  heavenly  call,  let  those  passions 
disappear  ;  which  in  such  a  crisis,  fatality 
places  as  a  barrier  to  courage  and  bravery. 
Let  the  patriot isui  which  glows  in  our  bo- 
soms foment  them,  anil  unite  us  in  the  best 
of  causes.  God,  who  is  always  lur  the 
just,  is  our  best  guarantee,  (hat  the  unheard 
of  conflict  will  be  decided  in  our  favour. 
Letter  of  the  French  /-I'linirul  at  Cadiz,  t» 
the  S/)aribh  General  ]  \lh  June,    IBU3, 

Captain  General, —  1  find  myself  corn* 
pelled,  in  consequence  of  the  means  cx- 
erci.sed  against  me,  to  give  op  the  fleet 
under  my  command,  without  further  re- 
sistance ;  seeing  that  it  is  the  interest  of 
both  nations  not  to  destroy  the  ships. — • 
Although  your  excellency  has  not  atmoun- 
ced  to  me,  that  the  crews  of  the  ships  under 
my  command,  oS  well  as  their  i-roperty, 
I  should  be  respected,  I  should  reckon  too 
much  on  Spanish  honour,  and  the  known 
generosity  of  your  own  character  to  en- 
tertain any  fears  on  those  subjects. —  I  re- 
quest that  your  excellency  will  only  send  a 
few  troops  at  first,  that  the  crew  may  eva- 
cuate, ship  after  ship,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
confusion  which  has  on  such  occasions  taken 
place.  —  According  to  the  law  of  war,  I 
shall  request  that  you  will  permit,  or  pro- 
cure permission  for  me  to  send  an  olKcer  to 
his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French,  in 
order  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  give  him  an 
account  of  the  events  which  have  taken 
place. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  th© 
highest  consideration, your  excellency's  most 
humble  Servant. — Rossilly. 

Ban  DO    June  12,  ISOS. 

The  Junta  of  the  govcrimient  of  this  place, 
seeing  the  indispensible  necessity  of  attend- 
ing to  its  defence  under  the  present  critical 
situation  of  circumstances,  in  which  the 
people  ought  to  assist  as  one  of  their  first 
and  most  essential  duties,  determined  in  th« 
silting  of  yesterday  to  form  a  body  of  3000 
men  under  the  name  of  Mili'.ia  for  the  De- 
fence of  Cadiz  :  this  body  shall  be  subdivii 
dctl  into  five  divisions,  applicable  to  a  likC' 
number  of  rtgimenrs,   which  there  are  of 
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proi-incials.  Each  individual  f)i  ii-c'iiiher 
thail  prc-seut  himselr  every  ati-rnoon  witli 
ills  respet'tive  cwrps,  to  acquire  tlie  iiecL'.s,a- 
ry  instruction,  desiinMig  lor  that  purpose 
two  or  three  hours;  undt-rstandiiij;,  besides, 
thai  they  are  to  clothe  and  ;n:iin;ain  ihcm- 
selve.s  at  their  own  expence  :  and  ("urllier, 
that  on  Mondiiv  next,  the  14'h  instant,  the 
iniisiment  is  to  he  concludeci  w Inch  has  hecn 
comniLinicaled  to  thect)niiipi^>saiii.-sot  the  dif- 
ferent districts,  tos^hotnlhey  are  tu  present 
themselves,  and  who  will  take  a  proper  no:e 
of  their  name<;,  address,  occupation,  &c. 
hoping  thnt  every  one  will  hasten  to  imitate 
the  distiniji'.islied  e xanijile  set  by  the  chiefs 
and  individuals  of  all  the  public  and  private 
otiices,  ofl'jim^  thems-clves  on  so  imp  irtant 
a  s-rvlce  —And  that  this  may  be  known  to 
all.  it  is  pnhli^hed  by  order  of  the  Janta  — 
I)  Juan  de  Uios  de  Ladaea  n,  I'-t  Sec. 
D.  JuAN"  DE  La  Pen-a  y  ISantandkk,  '^d 
Sec. 
Proclamation   cf    the  General  Assemlly    of 

Asturms.  -  Oveido,    X'lthJnne,    Ib'JS. 

iJeloVeci  Countrymen  —The  tirsi  duty  of 
n  citizen  is  obedience  to  the  laws  and  law- 
ful authorities.  Ma  i,  placed  in  social  re- 
lations, is  obliged  to  relinquish  a  small  pa^t 
«f  his  indeptndep.ee  in  order  to  secure  the 
rest,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  advantages 
of  civilized  nations.  This  subjection,  dic- 
tated by  reason,  estabiislvrs  confidence, 
tnuiqirdiity,  and  order.  Without  these  va- 
J Liable  blcisings  the  public  force  is  precarious 
jind  feeble,  and  freiiuenily  used  to  oppress 
the  very  people  whom  it  shall  protect  These 
principles  are  evident,  and  equally  apply  to 
tlie  constitution  and  situation  of  all  political 
bodies. — This  being  the  case,  how  power- 
ful ought  to  be  then-  influence  in  the  critical 
situation  in.  which  we  are  placed.  We 
.have  to  combat  a  formidable  enemy  ;  how 
shall  we  be  able  to  conquer  him  without 
union  ?  How  can  union  exist  without  order, 
and  order  without  subordinatioii,  and  a  pro- 
found veneration  and  rebpect  for  the  supreme 
power  ?  With  that  power  you  have  invest- 
ed the  general  council  of  the  principality. 
Its  members,  representing  the  body  of  the 
people,  have  a  right  to  give  you  laws,  which 
you  must  obey.  Wluvever  has  a  tendency 
to  violate  those  principles  and  institutions, 
destroys  the  constitution,  and  consequently  the 
welfare  of  thecountry  and  the  people.  Bear, 
therefore,  in  mind,  beloved  citizens,  that 
pcpiilar  commotion,  confusion,  and  disorder, 
whatever  may  be  the  pretext  on  which  they 
are  fomented,  are  contrary  to  the  laws,  and 
neither  can  nor  crught  to  be  tolerated  by  the 
supreme  power.  Confide,  therefore,  in 
Vjie  depositories  of  sovereignty,  whom  you 
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afkno'.vledc^ed  and  clerked.  Heori'.jote  all  yi,t'r 
rituvements  and  (»pern;.i  jns,  i>;,ili  civil  aj.d 
miiiiarv,  by  thai  k:idiiig  p  inripie,  and  t- .le 
basis  ot  the  wcif  .^c  of  the  ;  e 'ple  A^  iint;. 
then,  from  this  day  v^^lia'evcr  h.is  the  jp-; 
pearance  of  disordi^r  aiidp'  pvlaicoinmo  i  n, - 
'I'he  peaceful  husbnni.lmau  on  his  farm,  ttie 
priest  bvfore  the  altar,  t!i.  magi, irate  in  the 
saiictu:iiyof  the  law,  tiie  saJ.iiT  ,n  trenches, 
or  in  camp,  all  perform  their  fimctioin 
under  the  protection  of  justice,  wii  perfect 
tranquillity  and  freedom.  Let  Mie  ;..-.-: -1 1- 
tors  issue  their  com«r,andand  reguhitions  for 
the  good  of  the  country,  sure  of  your  obe- 
dience and  respect,  and  let  thqse  who  shall 
dare  to  viohite  or  destroy  it,  be  considered 
convicted  cnemie?  of  the  country,  and 
be  punish  -d  as  such.  Th'S  is  decreed  and 
intimated  to  you  by  the  genef.il  council. — 
Ign'acio   Flokkz. 

Addicss  of  f/if  Government  to  th?  Pen^h/e  of 
Cadiz,  \-\tli  June,  IbOS. 
The  Freiicii  squadron  has  surrendered  at 
discretion,  relying  on  tlie  humanity  and  ge-^ 
ne  osity  of  the  inhaninnls  of  Cadiz,  as  has 
already  been  made  known.  The  m  ^-^^ures 
which  h;',ve  been  pursued,  have  prewiited 
our  squadron  from  sustaining  the  least  da- 
mage, nor  have  the  forces  emplo\ed  to  re- 
duce theFrench  scjuadron  sustained  atiy  -  on- 
tiderable  loss,  and  the  effusion  of  blood  has 
been  le->s  than  in  the  combat  of  two  small 
armed  vessels;  the  loss  in  killed  does  not 
exceed  four  men.  The  French  sh:[)s,  their 
arms,  and  warlike  stores,  remain  at  our 
disposal,  and  the  prisoners  taken  will  be  ex- 
changed for  our  troops.  Nothing  of  that 
kind  could  have  been  attained  by  red  hot 
balls,  or  similar  nieans.  Had  no  measures 
of  prevention  been  taken,  which  require 
time,  our  loss  would  have  been  much  grea- 
ter. I  therefore  trust  I  have  acquitted 
myself  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  town,  who  have  given  me  so 
many  repeated  p)o<'fs  of  iheir  confidence 
and  respect,  that  I  shall  at  all  times  enter- 
tain the  highest  sense  of  the  approbation 
with  which  they  have  honoured  my  con- 
duct.— But  now  I  demand,  exact, and  ordain, 
that  all  disturbances  shall  cease;  that  every 
thing  shall  return  to  order  ;  that  ali  persojis, 
according  to  their  different  ranks  and  stations, 
shall  submit  to  the  constit.  led  authorities, 
who  all  depend  from  fhe  supreme  coii:.  li 
of  government,  at  all  times  soliciioi'S  td 
promote  the  public  welfire  and  to  procn.e 
the  best  alliance*  and  means  to  »ecure  a  suc- 
cessful issue  of  our  undertakiiig  :  let  t!;e 
laws  rd1gn  and  all  arbitrary  proceedui^s  i.e 
avoided.  The  most  enlightened  and  civi, 
liz«d  people  upoti  eartb  disgraces  iLself  by 
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demanding  the  death  of  nny  ind'vidual.  The 
field  of  bnttle,  whiL-  f<.rre   is   repelhd  by 
force,  authorises  alone  the  cttusion  of  blood, 
■which  i»  otherwise  il  ei^ni.     The   sovereign 
himself  is   not  ni:isrer  of  the  life  cf    an  of- 
fender, unless  he  ha-i  forleited  the  same  by 
the  laws  o{  his  country. — These  I:ihs  prohibit 
in     all    countries,    e\en    among  tin.    most 
barbarous  rations,  sedition  and  disturb  inces 
of  ever?  description  ;   we  are  botuid  to  obey 
and  respect  them.     This  is  the  only  nv-vM 
to  «ecuie  a  successful    issue  of  the  contest  in 
which  we   are    eni;:i<;ed,  and    not  to  otfend 
either  against  tlie  God  of  Hosts,  or  the  »>- 
vereiqnT  whose  sacred  rights  we  have  sworn 
to  defend. — In  order  to  avoid  an  linnecetsary 
multiplication   of  publications,    I    now  ad- 
dress the   French,  who   reside   in  this  city. 
The  supreme  council  has  used  towardsyou  the 
utmost  lenity  and  respect ;  after  having  taken 
the  o.iih  of  fidelity  to  the  Spanish  n.^tion,  you 
are  permitted  to  remain  ir.  this  courirry,  and 
your    property    is  respected. — Gratetjl    ior 
this  valuable  bles-ing,    yon   should  not  be 
vipers,  which   destroy  the  bo.-om  that  gave 
thenti  shelter.  On  the  contrary  you  are  bound 
to  shew  the  utmost  loyalty  and  respect  tor 
a  government    which  treats  you   in  so  gene- 
rous a  niaHuer  ;  by   such  conduct  you  will 
not  only  avo  d  the  odium  of  the  good  inha- 
bitants of  this   town,  but  also  obtain  their 
love.      Should    you     act   otherwise    dread 
their  justice,  they  will  punish  with  the  ut- 
most rigour,  and   without  the  least   mercy 
even   meetings  which  you  may  hold  amoiag 
you  yourselves,  anddisloyalexpressions  which 
you  may  make  use  of  in  opposition  to  our 
cauie.  Should  any  one  of  you  be  so  far  devoid 
of  reason  as  not  to  respect  it  on  account  of  its 
eq.  i:y  and  justice,  he  will  fall  a   victim   of 

his  wickedness  or  pride. Mokla. 

Address  of  Gen.  Morla  to  the  People  of  Ca- 
diz, \hlh  June,  1608. 
The  commotion  more  or  less  violent, 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  whole  peninsu- 
la of  Spain,  has  been  of  eminent  service  to 
rouse  us  from  the  state  of  lethargy  in  which 
we  indulged,  and  to  make  us  acquainted 
with  our  rights,  our  glory,  and  the  inviola- 
ble duty  which  we  owe  to  our  holy  religion 
and  our  monarch.  We  wanted  some  elec- 
tric stroke  to  rouse  us  from  our  paralytic 
state  of  inactivity ;  we  stood  in  n(  cd  of  a 
hurricane,  to  clear  the  atmosphere  of  the 
insalubrious  vapours  with  which  it  was  load- 
ed Fortunately  the  only  antidote  which 
could  save  us  has  proved  efficacious.  It  is, 
however,  necessary  to  know,  that  if  the  use 
of  heroic  remedies  be  continued,  after  the 
good  effect  which  was  expected  from  them 
has  been  obtaiu'^d,  they  destroy,  annihilate. 


and  kill ;   that   excessive  efforts  bring  on  in- 
direct debility,  which   is   worse  than  direct 
weakness,    because    the    veiy    principle   of 
strength  is  emaciated.     Hence  it  is,  that  al- 
though the  popular  ferment  wdiich  has  per- 
vaded all  the  pio\  inces  h.is  been  of  consider- 
able use,  yet  if  uvH  checked,  it  will  produce 
a  state  of  putrefaction,  or,  in    other  words, 
prove  extremely  destructive.     It  is  necessa- 
ry to  return  10  order,  and  to  have  confluence 
Ml  the  magiitraies,  who  from  their  know- 
ledge, studies,  a.id  experience,  are  able  to 
deliberate,  combine,  and  determine  as    cii- 
cumsiances  slvU  direct.     Wuhoui   the  most 
intimate  kiKtwledt;/.;,  the  wisest  are  liable  to 
err,  and  how  can  1  mob  pu^sioly  steer  clear 
of  eriors,  which    is   irmstly   guided   by    the 
cries  of  women  ;3nd  boys  ? — luu  not  restrict- 
ing myself  to  this  city,   1  redly  b«. lieve,  that 
all  ihe»e  observations  are  perfectly  useless, 
because  the  inhabitants  of  this  citv  are  more 
enlightened   that  any  oiher.  on  accoimt  of 
their  trsde  and   ir.tercoui^e   with  other  na- 
tions.    There  are  but  few  idcots  in  ihis  city, 
who  are  merely  guided,  as  it  were,  by  in- 
stinct j  and  much  sniaiier  is  the   number  of 
those,  who,  from  their  viciou-.  habits,  can 
only  exist  ui  confusion  and  disorder.     These 
few  have  been  joined  by  oib.ers  of  the  neigh- 
bouring di^uict^,  who  li.  ither  enlist  for  the 
honourable  and  glorious  service  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  nor  apply   lhem«elves  to  reap 
the  plentiful  crops  with   which    providence 
has  been  [)ledsed  to  bless  us      These  are  the 
men  who  have  not  lo<'ked  for  any  other  ein- 
ployment  than   that  of  disturbioiJ  the  peace 
and    trannuillity   of  this  place,  and   of  pre- 
ven'ing   the   rest  of   the   inhabitants,    nay, 
the  magistrates,  fram  performing  their  duty. 
They  are  well  known  3   unless  they   amend 
their  conduct,   and  all  foreigners   withdraw 
to  their  diflerent  habitations,  Ihey  vi'ill  cer- 
tainly be  punished.     Well-dispose '.  persons 
will  be  obliged  to  take  up  arms ;  they   who 
are  not  able  to   bear  arms  v.ill  be  employed 
for  otl.>er  purposes  j   and  boys  neglected  by 
their  parents,  and  women  who  raise  the  hue 
and   cry    shall  bf    punished.     The   troops, 
the  whole  town,  ihe  sword  of  justice,  and, 
above   all,  God  himself,    who  avenges  the 
wrongs  of  those   who  misuse   his   mercies, 
authorise   a-nd   support   me.       I   make   this 
known,  that  no  person  may  plead  ignorance, 
however  disposed,  I  shall  always  follow  the 
dictates   of  humanity   and   mercy.     It   will 
never  be  my  wish  to  punisli,  but   I  shall  at 
all  times  be  happy  to  correct. 
Proclamation  of  the  ParliTsanx  of  the  French, 
St.  yJndero,  25th  June,   1808. 
Inhabitants    of   St.    Andero — An    insur- 
rection  organized  in  this  city  has  exposed 
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your  lives  and  property  to  tlie  utmost  dnnger. 
The  iiisuret'iits  'onted,  conquered,  and  tlis- 
pevsed,  leave  you  at  the  i\)ercy  of  the  Fiench 
army.  The  bishop  of  this  city  has  taken 
advantage  of  all  the  influence  which  he  pos- 
sessed fVom  his  diLj;niiy  and  exalted  sitnnUun, 
to  incite  (he  mob  to  ssdition,  andthelaiter 
compelled  peaceful  persons,  whose  only  wi^ll 
was  tranquillity,  to  march  at  their  head ;  these 
persons  have  quitted  their  homes,  and  dare 
not  return,  lest  they  should  be  persecuted  as 
rebels.  The  general  of  division,  command- 
ing in  St.  Andero,  considering  that  the  vio- 
lence of  an  ignorant  and  barbarous  mob  has 
been  the  only  cause  of  the  step  they  have 
taken,  invites  them  to  return  to  their  iiomes, 
to  appear  with  their  arms,  and  promise  fide- 
lity and  obedience  to  his  m;;jfs(j',  king  Jo- 
seph Napoleon,  their  sovereign,  in  which 
case  they  shall  enjoy  perfect  security  and  re- 
main unmolested.  Within  the  term  of  four 
days,  reckoned  from  the  date  hereof,  the 
seals  shall  be  put  en  the  goods  and  effects  of 
such  persons  as  ,'ihail  remain  absent,  and 
their  property  shall  be  confiscated  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  state. — Merle, — General  of  di- 
vision, commanding  the  French  troop-!. — 
Bonifacio  Rodiuguez  de  la  Gufkka, 
Pedro  Feknandez  JNicto,  Sec 
Sketch  oj' Buonuparte's  New  Comtiluilonfor 
Spain. 

TITLE   I. 

Art.  1.  The  Catholic-Apostolic  and 
Romish  religion  is  the  predominant  and  sole 
religion  of  Spain  and  its  dominion:> ;  none 
other  shall  be  tolerated. 

TITLE  n. 
2.  Prince  Joseph  Napoleon,  king  of 
Kaples  and  Sicily,  is  king  of  S|iain  and  the 
Indies. — 3  The  crown  of  Spain  and  thelndi^-s 
shall  be  hereditary  in  the  male  issue  lawfully 
begotten  of  the  body  of  the  said  prince,  ac- 
cording to  seniority  of  birth,  to  the  perpetual 
exclusion  of  females. — In  default  of  such 
issue  male,  lawfully  begotten  of  the  prince 
Joseph  Napoleon,  the  crown  of  Spain  .shall 
descend  to  us  and  our  heirs  male,  and  legal 
successors,  either  of  our  body,  or  by  adop- 
tion.—  In  default  of  such  our  male  descen- 
dants and  lawful  successors,  to  descend  to 
the  issue  male  and  lawful  successors  of 
Prince  Louis  Napoleon,  king  o*^  Holland  — 
And  in  default  of  such  male  descendants  and 
lawful  successors  of  prince  Louis  Napoleon, 
to  the  issue  male,  and  lawful  successors  of 
prince  Jerome  Napoleon,  king  of  West- 
phalia.- And  in  default  of  the.se,  to  the 
iirst  born  son,  before  the  death  of  the  li)sr 
king,  of  the  eldest  daughter  of  those  who 
have  male  issue,  and  to  his  male  descendants, 
and  lawful  successors]  and  in  case   the  last 
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king  should  not  have  nominated  that  one  of 
his  daughters  who  has  male  issue,  then  to 
him  whom  he  sl.'all  appoint  by  his  will,  either 
among  his  relations,  or  among  those  whom 
he  shall  deem  most  w(;rthy  to  rule  over 
Spain.  This  nomination  si  all  be  delivereil 
t(;  the  Cortes  for  their  accepi/uice.  — 4.  The 
crown  of  Spain  shall  never  be  fixed  upon 
the  same  head  with  any  other  f  rcnvn.— -5, 
In  all   the  edicts  and    laws,  the   title  of  the 

king  of  Spain  shall  be D.  N. by  the 

grace  of  God,  and  the  conslitution  of  iha 
i-tate,  king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies.— b. 
The  king  on  his  accession  to  the  throne,  or 
on  his  attaining  his  majority,  shall  lake  an 
oath  to  the  Spanish  people  on  the  gospel, 
in  the  presence  of  the  cortes,  the  senate, 
the  council  of  state,  the  council  of  Castile, 
the  archbishops  and  bishops.     7.  The  form 

of  the  king's  oath  is  : "  I  swtar,  on  the 

holy  evangelists,  to  reverence  and  cause  to 
be  reverenced  our  holy  religion  ;  to  maintain 
the  inviolability  of  the  Spanish  territory; 
to  reverence  and  cause  to  be  reverenced, 
the  liberty  of  the  per.«on,  and  to  govern 
alone  for  tl-.e  welfare,  happiness,  and  glory 
ot  ttie  Spanish  nation." 

TITLE  in. —  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

8.  The  minority  of  the  king  shall  last  till 
he  has  attained  his  I3th  year.^  During  his 
minority  tliere  shall  be  a  regent  of  the  king- 
dom.— 9.  The  regent  must  be  at  least  25 
years  old.— lO.  The  regent  shall  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  preceding  king,  among  the 
intantos  who  have  attained  the  age  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  article. —  11.  Jn  default  of 
nomination  by  the  preceding  king,  the  re- 
gency belongs  to  the  prince  the  farthest  re- 
moved fiom  the  tl  rone,  according  to  the 
law  of  succession,  and  who  has  r.ttainedthe 
age  of  25  years.  — 12.  In  case  the  prince 
furthest  removed  from  the  crown  shall  be  in 
a  state  of  minority,  the  regency  belongs  to 
the  next  prince,  who  shall  coiriuue  to  ex- 
ercise his  functions  till  the  king  shall  have 
attained  his  rnajoritv.  — 13.  The  regent  is 
not  personally  answenible  for  the  acts  of  his 
administration.— J4.  All  the  acts  of  the 
regency  pass  in  the  name  of  the  minor  king. 
— 15.  I'he  yearly  revenue  of  the  regent 
shall  be  one-fourth  of  the  income  of'the 
crown.  — 10".  In  case  the  preceding  king 
shall  have  nominated  no  regent,  and  all  tiie 
princes  shall  be  minors,  then  the  govern- 
ment shall  be  carried  on  by  the  ministt-rs 
who  form  the  council  of  government. —  1/. 
All  stale  affairs  shall  be  determined  by  a 
majority  of  votes  in  the  council  of  govern- 
ment.—  IS.  The  regency  has  no  risbc  to 
the  personal  custody  of  .the  king,  daring  hi» 
minoiity.—  l.g.  The  care  of  the  king  dari:ig 
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:,!S^/\a:qoiity, is- vested  in  iiis  n^.oihcr,  and  in 
.(Ifiiiqh  ol     hci-.     HI    tiic    prince    appointed 
.tlierfto  by  the  J;.mised  soveifign. — 20    The 
bvj.ud  til'   gmrdidiiship,    composed   of    the  | 
ini))isier$,  sh.Il  piiijcip..Ily  be  charged  wih  | 
superiuter.d'ng    the  edncniion  (,>t"  the   )oung 
king  ;  nnd  the  same  slial!  he  consuhed   in  : 
e\erv  in;itt>^r  of  impel  t.incc,  relative  to   his  ' 
person  or  establishment.  j 

TlTLti  IV. —  ntori^HTY   OF  THE   CROWN.  | 

21.'  The  palaces  of  Madrid,  the  Kscurial,  j 

St.  Jldetunso,  Aranjuez,  D'El   Pardo,    and  j 
all  the  others  nuw  forming  part  of  ihe  mp- 

perty  of  ihecrown,  togriher  with  the  p.frks,  I 

woods,  domains,  and   estates  of  whnt  kind  j 
soever,  con  titule  the  property  of  the  crown. 

The  revenues  accrning  from  the  sail  properly  j 

shall  he  paid  into  the  treasury  of  thecron-n  ;  j 

.nnd    should  tln-y  fjill    below   the  yearly  sum  ! 

of  a  million  of  hard  piastres,  an  addition  of  | 

hereditary  prop;  ity   shall   be  made,  so  as  to  \ 

make  "ood  i!ie  reTcnue  to  tlie  an-.ount  stated.  ! 

. 22.  The  puh:ic  treasury  shall  annually  pay  ! 

over    to   that  of  the   crown,  a  sum  of  two  | 

millions -in  hard    i)iastres.— 23.  The   king's  j 

sons,  on  attaining    the  age  of  twelve  years  , 

shall  receive  the   fullowhig  animal  revenues  i 

in  the  name  of  subsistence  money,  viz.  : —  j 

the  heir  apparent,  200,000  piastres;  each  ; 

infanto,  1 00, (X'O  piastres  ;  and  each  infanta,  \ 

.^O.tXXD  pi^istres. — 24.    The  do.vry  of    the  ; 

f|uoen  is  fixed  at  400,000  piastres,  and  shall  j 

be  pajd  out  r.f  the  treasury  of  the  crown.  j 

TITLE  V. Ol"  THE   OlFICERS    OF  TllL  ROYAL    i 

HOUSEHOLD. 

25.  The  chief  and  grand  olTicers  of  tlie  | 
royal  household  are  six  in  number, — a  grand  j 
amioner,  grand  chamberlain,  grand  cup-  \ 
bearer,  grand  master  of  the  liorse,  grand  , 
liuntsman,  and  grand  master  of  the  cere- 
monies.—2ii.  Tiunnblemen  ofth.echamber, 
the  steward's  chaplains,  nnd  equeries,  aie  ;. 
OiUcers  of  the  royal  household. 

TITLE  VI. 

27.  There  shall  he  nine  ministerial  depart- 
mt-nts,  viz.  of  police,  religion,  loreign  af 
fsirs,  internal  atiairs,  domains,  v/ar,  ma- 
rine, the  Indies,  and  general  polico.— 28. 
A  secretary  ot  state,  in  the  character  of 
ministt-r,  slinll  sign  all  nets  of  government. 
2().  Tht  king  may  commit  several  minis- 
terial full'  tinui  to  one  minister. — 30.  Ihere 
is  no  ol!  ct  precedence  among  the  ministers 
th.m  V.  h.it  results  from  their  priority  of  no- 
mination in  point  of  lime.— 31.  The  minis- 
ters, each  i:i  his  own  department,  are  res- 
ponsible fur  the  exec;,tiqn  of  the  laws,  and 
othis  m  icsfy"'^  orders. 

■      TITLE  VII.  —  01    THE  SENATE. 

.    32.  It'c   iv.ijrtie  is   composed,   1.  of  the 
iniaytS  of   Spa.n,    being   18  years  of  a^e. 
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2.  (Jf  Iwenty-four  individual'-,  sp'^isl'y 
a])poiuted  Ly  the  king  from  aniotig  the 
nmrs'ers,  Ciiptain-generals,  ambassadors, 
councillors  of  slate,  anil  members  of  the 
council  of  Castile. — 33.  The  exi.Ming  coun- 
cillors of  state  are  members  of  ilie  senate. 
Is^o  new  noiuinati./n  shiJI  t.ike  pl;ice  until 
they  are  rfductd  beiow  twenty  four,  as  re- 
gulated by  the  preceding  article.-  34.  The 
IJie.sidfni  of  ilie  senate  is  appointed  by  the 
king.  He  is  chosen  out  of  the  si-nale,  and 
his  functions  last  for  one  ye:T.  -  35.  The 
senate*  meets  by  the  command  of  the  ki;\g, 
or  on  the  appliention  of  the  jmva,  or  one 
(>t  its  officers  for  internal  affairs. — 'JO.  In 
the  case  of  an  armed  insurrection,  or  of 
appreliensions  respecting  the  safely  of  the 
sti.te,  the  senate  may,  on  the  propo.iition  of 
the  king,  suspend  the  op'^rnlion  of  the 
constitutional  act  in  a  particular  d  strict, 
and  (ime  to  lie  iimilc'd. 

[The  remaining  articles  of  this  title,  and 
those  of  the  8th  title  relative  to  the  coumil 
of  F.tate,  contain  little  that  i-  of  general 
interest.  The  king  presides  in  the  council, 
v/Iiich  is  to  c<;t;sist  of  not  less  th m  30,  nor 
more  than  00  members,  divided  into  six 
sections,  viz.  those  of  justice,  religion,  in- 
ternal aliairs,  police,  finance,  war,  the 
marine,  and  the  Indies.] 

TITLE  IX. 

3~.  The  cortes  or  juntas  of  the  nation  are 
compcsed  of  150  members,  divided  into 
three  estates  or  orders,  namely  those  of  the 
clergy,  nobility,  and  people. — 58.  The 
order  of  the  clergy  sliall  consist  of  25  arch- 
bishops or  Ijlshops. — jp.  'i  he  exit  r  of  the 
nohilitv  shall  consist  of  25  nobles,  who  shall 
have  the  title  of  Grandees  of  the  cortes  — 
60.  ihe  order  of  the  pctiple  shall  consist  of 
40  deputies  from  the  provinces,  30  fiom  the 
principal  cities,    15  trom  the  merchants,  and 

15  deputies  from  the  universities,  to  con- 
sist of  the  most  celebrated  A.\r  their  attain- 
ments in  tlie  aris  and  sciences. — (jl.  The 
arc.hbihhop.s  or  bishops  constituting  the 
order  of  the  clergy,  shall  lie  raised  to  the 
ra.Jik  of  members  of  the  cortes.,  by  a  writ 
sealed  with  the  great  seal  of  the  stale.  They 
cannot  be  divested  of  their  functions,  but 
by  virt'.'.e  of  the  sentence  of  a  competent 
court,  J  lonounced  indue  form.  -  62.  I'he 
nobles  must  pos:-ess  an  annual  income  of 
at  least  200,tKX)  hard  pias.ies,  and  h.iv© 
performed  great  services  in  the  civil  or 
military  dejiartments,  to  qualify  them  lor 
b.-ing  elevateil   to   the  rank  t  t  grandees   of 

lie  coites.  'I'hcy  sh;ill  be  raised  to  the  rank 
by  a  vMit  staiDped  with  the  great  .seal  of  the- 
slate.  I'hey  cannot  be  di\e.-led  of  their 
functions  but  by  tlie  sentence  of  a  cuun>?leni8. 
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court,  pn/iionnood  in  due  form. — 63.  The  de- 
puties iVoui  the  provinces  shall  be  nominated 
by  the  same,  in  the  propuilioii  ol  at  least  1 
K)  300,000  inh.ibitatits ;  iov  this  purpcjse  the 
provinces  shall  be  divided  into  so  many  elec- 
tive districts  as  sIkiiI  be  necessary  to  furnish 
the  populiition  giving  a  right  to  the  election 
of  a  deputy. —  ("The  articles  iVom  64  to  /O 
inclusive,  c(;ntain  the  forms  to  be  observed 
m  electing  tlic  deputies  of  the  people,  the 
co!iimerci?,l  botlies,  and  the  universities.] — 
~  1 .  The  cones  shall  assemble  upon  the  suai- 
monsof  the  king.  They  cannot  be  adjourn- 
ed, prorogued,  or  dissolved,  but  by  hisor- 
di-rs.  They  shall  n-,eet  once,  at  least,  in 
tliree  years. — yi.  The  president  of  tne 
roites  shall  be.appoiuted  by  the  king,  but 
shall  be  chosen  out  of  three  candidales  to  be 
noaiiiiated  by  ihe  coites  by  ballot,  and  an 
absolute  m/ijority  of  votes. — 7-^  ^""^  7-^- 
On  the  opening  of  sucli  session,  tlie  cones 
shall  nominate  three  candidates  for  the  pre- 
sidentship,  two  vice  ])residents,  two  secve- 
tariesj  and  three  commiXiees,  each  to  C(ni- 
sist  of  live  members,  viz,  a  committee  of 
justice,  of  internal  alTairs,  and  oi  finance. 
— 7 •5.  T'le  sittings  of  the  cortes  shall  not  be 
public.  'I'heir  votes  shall  be  t-iken  by  ballet. 
70".  Neither  the  opinions  nor  votes  sh.ill  be 
printed  or  published.  Any  act  of  publi- 
cation, in  print  or  in  u'riting,  by  the  assem- 
bly of  thecortes,  or  the  individual  members 
thereof,  shall  be  regarded  as  an  act  of  in- 
surrection.— "^7  The  alterations  to  be  made 
in  the  civil  orcrimina!  code,  or  in  the  system 
of  finance,  shall  be  laid  before  thecortes  for 
their  decision  thereupon,  by  the  orators  of 
the  council  of  state — 80.  Should  thecortes 
conceive  themselves  to  have  just  grounds  of 
complaint  as  to  the  conduct  oi'  any  of  the 
ministers,  a  petition,  containing  their  al- 
ledged  griev,(r.ces  and  suggestions  shall  be 
carried  by  a  deputation  w  the  foot  of  the 
throne.-  Tlie  king  shall  appoint  a  commis- 
sion, ccyisisUng  of  six  touncillors  of  state, 
and  six  councillors  of  Ca.stile,  to  e.Kamine 
iiuo  the  said  petition. — 81.  The  decrees  of 
the  king,  is.'-ued  in  pi'rsuance  of  the  decision 
of  the  cortes,  shall  Le  introduced  with  the 
formula  '*  upon  consulting  the  cortes." 

TITLE  X. —  OF    THE    SPANISH     COLONIES     IN 
AMERICA  AND  ASIA, 

62  The  Spanish  colonies  m  America  and 
Asia  shail  enj)y  the  satne  privileges  as  the 
mother  country.-  83.  Each  kingdom  and 
province  shall  aluays  have  deputies  at  tlie 
seat  of  iMnernii  ent,  charged  to  waich  ^ver 
their  particular  interests,  and  to  ser' e  ss 
th'ir  representatives  in  the  cortes. — SJ. 
Il'ese  deputies  are  20  in  nuinber,  viz  (wo 
fiuia  New  Spain,  two  from  Jfciu,  two  from 


the  new  kingdom  of  Granada,  two  from 
Ijueiios  Ayres,  two  from  the  I'iiillipine 
islands,  one  from  the  i.dand  of  Cuba,  one 
from  i-'orto  Kico,  one  from  the  province  of 
"Venezuela,  one  from  Chareas,  one  from 
Quito,  one  from  Chili,  one  from  Guaiin.ala, 
one  from  Guadalaxara,  one  from  the  interior 
western  provinces  of  New  Spain,  and  one 
from  the  eastern  provinces. — 86.  Ihe  said 
deputies  shall  exercise  their  ("Lmctions  dur/ng 
the  period  of  eight  years;  and  if  upon  the 
lapse  of  the  same  their  succes.sors  shall  not 
lijve  yet  arrived,  they  shall  rcLaiii  theirfunc- 
tions  until    their  actual    arrival. 

TITLE    XI  — Or     TH£     ADMINISTiiATION     OF 
JUSTICE. 

8/.  Spain  shall  be  governed  by  one  and 
the  same  code  of  civ;l  1  iws.  e-ti.  I'he  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  is  ".ndependent. — 
8y.  Justice  shall  be  dispensed  in  the  name 
ot  the  king,  by  judges  ?xA  courts  of  jtistice 
to  beR(!pointed  by  hi.,  majesty.  All  courts 
claiming  particuiar  privileges,  and  all  the 
excluMve  jurisdictions  of  any  orders  or  seigni- 
ories whatever,  are  abolished  — [The  re- 
maining articles  under  this  head  contain 
nothing  of   general    interest.] 

TITLE  Xlli. GEN1:KAL   REGULATIONS. 

10/.  There  shall  be  a  permanent  alliance 
by  sea  and  land,  otier;sive  and  de.'er.sive, 
between  France  and  Sjjain.  Thecontingent 
to  be  furnished  by  each  of  jhe  re.>jiec(ive 
powers,  in  case  of  a  continental  or  maritime 
war,  shall  be  regulated  by  a  separate  treaty. 
— 108.  Foreigners  who  have  performed,  or 
may  hereafter  perform,  great  services  to  the 
state;  who  may  prove  useful  from  their 
talents,  inventions,  or  zeal  and  activity; 
w  ho  may  form  great  establishments,  or  pur- 
chase funded  estates  paying  a  tax  of  fi'ty 
hard  piastres, — are  admissable  to  the  riglus 
of  naturalization  in  Spain.  The  king  con- 
fers  this  indulgence  through  his  minister  for 
internal  afiairs  upon  consulting  his  council 
of  state. — 109.  The  residence  of  every  in- 
habitant of  the  Spanish  territory  is  an  in- 
violable sanctuary.  It  can  only  be  entered 
in  the  day  time,  and  for  a  purpose,  com- 
manded by  law,  or  in  execuiion  of  an  or- 
der issued  by  the  public  magistracy. — no. 
No  person  domiciliated  in  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory can  be  arrested,  except  in  the  actual 
commission  of  a  crime,  or  by  virtue  of  a 
lawful  warrant  in  writing  —  ill  In  order  to 
the  executioii  of  a  warrant  of  arrest,  k  i$ 
necessary  1.  tliat  the  reason  of  the  arre# 
shall  be  formally  set  forth  therein,  and  that 
it  shall  stale  the  law  enjoining  the  same.  2. 
That  it  shall  be  granted  by  an  authority  for- 
mally empowered  bv  law  to  grant  it.  3. 
That  us  contents  ahail  be  conmicinicate^,  and 
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a  copy  thereof  given  to  the  prison  to  whom 
it  applies.  —  1 12  No  jail  or  prison  keeper  can 
receive  or  hold  any  one  in  cuNt^dy,  withont 
entering  in  his  register  a  copy  of  the  war- 
rant or  commitment,  indirtrhent,  or  sen- 
tence,or,  in  anord, every  order  whntsoevcrin 
virtue  of  which  Iieholds  the  person  in  cu-.tody. 


ntion  was  that,  af>er  a  shrirt  action,  the 
enemy's  troops  were  surroundt^d,  and  twO 
offi  ers,  live  non-comrHis>).oiied  officers, 
and  83  rank  and  filr  were  made  p.isoners, 
and  one  officer  and  two  men  killed.  Tho 
niagaz-ne,  consi-^ting  ot  a  very  c  ;nside".  able 
quantity  of  cats,  grii?,  meal  a-id  hroad,   was 


— 113.  Every  jailer  or  prison  k  <  pei  .shill  j  taken,  but  want  ."t  hors.^s  has  hitherto  pre- 
be  compelled,  and  no  order  wiiatever  shall  1  vented  n)v?  from  reniov  ii^'it  for  t!;e  use  r  f  he 
be  considered  as  an  impeiiinient,  to  bring  army  — Maukice  Klin(4SPor,  Field  J\Iar- 
hls  prisoners  as  often  as  he  shall  be  required  j  slnl  and  (>)min  inder  of  the  Finnish  Army, 
to  do  so,  before  the  magistrate  charged  with  j  General  Ke^cs'^ch's  Rpt)ort  to  his  Rojial  Ma- 
the  affairs  of  the  police. — 114.  The  relatives  i<''''/,  dated  Island  of  Kailo,  Junt  2i, 
and  frieiuls  of  the  prisoner  shall  iu)t  be  pre- 
vented from  enterng  the  prison,  upon  their 
producing  an  crc'er  trom  the  magistrate.  A 
specific  or.Ier  from  the  judge  to  the  jailor, 
can  alone  justify  the  detaining  of  a  prisoner 
in  close  custody. — 115,  Person.s  not  au'.ho- 
Ti^ed  by  law  to  issue  warrants  of  commit-  j  dies  on  every  isle  and  rock,  so  as  to  seem 
iTient  who  shall  give  oniers  for  arresting,  or  I  formidable,  aad  make  the  enemy  believe 
cause  to  be  arrested,  anyjierson  whatsoever,  |  that  the  main  attack  was  meant  upon  Abo  j 
as  well  as  those  who,  in  cases  of  legal  arrest,  i  but  fearing  that  this  alone  should  not  have 
shall  detain  the  prisoner  in  any  place  not  I  the  desired  effect  of  drawing  tlie  Russians 
known  as  a  legal  jail,  and  all  jailors  contra-  j  from  the  North,  he  determined  to  make  a 
vening  the  three  preceding  articles,  aie  | 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  arbitrary  imprison- 
luent.  — 126.  Tiie  present  constitutional  sla- 


1608. 

General  Vegesack  reports,  that  he  made 
himself  master  of  the  dilferent  isl.inds  in 
the  inlet  of  Abo,  stationed  strong  armaments 
on  Kuste  and  Kaxkerta,  the  nearest  of 
them,  and  distributed  his  force  in  small  bo- 


tuie  shall  successively,  and  according  to  the 
importance  of  the  respective  articles,  be 
carried  into  execution  by  royal  decrees  or 
edicts,  so  that  the  whole  shall  be  in  operation 
befo-e  the  1st  of  January,   1B13. — 12/.  The 


landing,  which  he  accomplished  on  tho 
19th,  at  the  point  of  Lemo,  under  the 
protection  of  thi  well  directed  fire  of  the 
gun-boats,  which  came  clo.se  ashore,  and 
soon  forced  the  Russian?  to  make  room  for 
tlic  Swedes.  General  Vegesack  now  pro- 
ceeded to  the  pass  at  outer  Lemo,  on  the 
high  road  to    Abo,    having  three   guns  and 


freedom   of  the  press  shall  be  regulated  two     one  thousand  live  hundred   men.     Here  an 


years  after  the  constitution.il  statute  shall 
have  been  in  operation.  I'hc  cortes  shall 
pass  a  law  respecting  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  CTo  be  continucd.J 


Sweden. R-^port    from    Field- Marshal 

Count  K/iriiispcr,  to  His  Royal  Mujesly, 
leaving  date,  Head- Quarters,  Hcmmango, 
the  \4th  of  June. 

In  my  last  rej)ort,  of  the  pth  inst.  I 
humbly  stated  to  your  majesty  and  the  Fin- 
nish army,  that  1  found  it  necessary  to  send 
reinforcements  to  Hemmaugo,  in  order  that 
1  might  be  better  able  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  ciicumstances  should  require.  I 
thought  it  expedient  to  remove  the  head- 
jjuariers  to  this  j)lace.  In  consequence  of 
information  having  been  received,  that  the 
enemy  wrrs  forming  a  considerable  maga- 
zine, wl-.icli  was  nearly  completed,  I  order- 
ed major  Ticatult,  at  tlie  head  of  200  men, 
to  dislodge  the  eneny  from  his  position  near 
Perha,  and  render  liimself  m:.^tcr  of  the 
above  m;;g:+zine,  the    result    of  w  l.ich  ope- 


altair  began  vv'hich  lasted  fourteen  hours  ani 
a  half,  the  Russians  endeavouring  to  dis- 
lodge hi:n.  But  seeing  great  bodies  of 
Russians,  mostly  cavalry,  hourly  pouring 
in,  and  hearing  from  a  Swedish  non-com- 
missioned officer,  who  in  the  night  had 
made  his  escape  from  Abo,  that  the  Rus- 
sians, already  10,000  strong,  were  advan- 
cing from  all  quarters,  and  that  they  took 
his  corps  to  be  only  the  avant  guard,  he 
judged  that  he  had  attained  his  purpose,  and 
re-emb.qrked  under  the  same  protection  of 
the  gun  boats  His  loss  in  killed  and 
wffiunded  he  states  to  be  U)4  men,  including 
officers.  His  adjutant,  B.iron  Ramsay,  was 
killed.  Barons  de  Geer  and  Adelsyard,  of 
the  volunteers,  wounded  He  praises  the 
soldier-like  conduct  of  this  latter  corps, 
whom  he  now  had  the  honour  the,  first  titue 
to  lead  to  battle.  In  the  night  of  his  land- 
ing, 107  young  men,  of  whom  06  were 
soldiers  of  the  garrisor.  of  S  veaborg  flew 
to  hisstandard,  and  embarked  with  him.— 
'Slixhholni  Gazette ) 
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"   By   the  l;iw  of  England,  (here  is  no  itnpnnity  to  any  person,  piiblisliing  any  thing  that  is  injurious  to  the 

"  ftelings  and  happiness  of  an  individual No   man  has  a  right  to  render  the  person  or  aHtities 

"  of  another  ridiculoiis It  hai  been  observed,  that  it  is  the  rie,ht  of  the  British  subject  to  exhibit 

•'  the  folly  or  iinbi'Cility  of  the   members  of  the  government;  bat,  ;;cntlcmcn,  wc  must   confine   ourielves 
"  within  limits.     If,  in  so  doing,  indii!idualfe€h>ig<:  are  violated,  there  the  line  of  imerdicLion  begins,  and 

"  the  offl-nce  becomes  the  subject  of  peiml  visitation." Report  of  Lord  F-Ilenborough's  charge  to  th'-  jury, 

upon  the  Trial  of  Mr.  Cobbett  for  a  libel,  in  May  I804.  Sec  Political  Register,  p.  854,  i'"*!  ''it  foikw.ng  one?, 

— • [1G2 

nabie,  ^vhat  atrocious  unhanged  libellers, 
were  the  Popes  nnd  ihe  Gays  and  the  Swifts  ! 
What  a  misfortune  for  the  poetasters  and 
sycophants  of  their  day,  that  they  did  not; 
live  in  ours  !  This  is  the  light,  in  which  a 
pers'.n, 'named  Sir  John  Carr,  appears  to 
have  viewed  the  doctrine.  He  is,  it  seems, 
the  author  of  a  work  called,  "  The  Stranger 
"  in  Ireland,'"  which,  as  is  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  trial,  was  published  some  time 
ago,  by  SiK  RienARD  Phillips,  one  of  the 
present  Sherifts  ot  London,  He  has  another 
work  in  manuscript,  entitled  "  A  Tour 
"  through  Scotland,"  which  work  also  had 
been  carried  to  the  same  shop  ;  but. 
Sir  Richard  declined  purchasing  the  Tour, 
because  he  thought  its  sale  would  have  been 
prevented  by  the  effect  of  a  work,  publish- 
ed by  Messrs.  Hood  and  Sharpe,  book- 
sellers in  the  Foultrj',  in  which  work  the 
'  al.iUlies  of  Sir  John  Carr  vv'ere  ridiculed  and 
exposed  to  contempt.  Well,  then,  said 
this  knight  of  the  quill,  finding  myself  in- 
jured, not  only  in  mv  feelings,  but  in  my 
interests  too,  by  this  critical  work,  in 
which  my  folly  and  imbecility  are  ex- 
posed, I  will  e'en  apply  to  the  law  ;  these 
men  are  libellers  i'faith,  and  I  will  have 
ample  damages  from  them.  On  the 
25th  of  this  month  the  trial  came  on, 
and  the   following  is  the  fullest  report  that 

I   can  find   of   it  in  the   nev/s-papers. 

— "  Mr.  Garrow  stated  this  was  an  action 
"  for  damages.  The  plainlitf  (sir  John  Cair) 
"  was  a  gentlemrm  who  had  been  originally 
"  intended  for  a  barrister,  but  on  account 
"  of  ill  health  was  advised  by  his -physicians 
"  to  travel.  He  did,  and  thought  proper 
"  to  make  his  travels  useful,  by  taking 
**  notes  of  whatever  he  saw  remarkable, 
''  and  afterwards  publishing  them  for  the 
"  amusement  of  the  public  j  and  he  aLp 
"  derived  1  considerable  emolument  from 
*'  the  sale  of  those  publications.  The  defen- 
"  dants  are  booksellers,  who  had  published 
"■  a  book  called  "  My  Pocket  Book,  or 
"  Notes  for  a  rygkte  m^.rrie  and  concerted 
"  Tour  through  Ireland  by  ^l^n\ghl Errant^'' 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
LtBKL  Law, After  the  trial,  mention- 
ed in  my  motto,  took  place,  there  were, 
as  the  pul>lic  will  remember,  several  papers, 
published  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  shew- 
ing the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  doctrine 
laid  down  by  the  lord  chief  justice.  A  great 
orator  and  statesman  observed  to  me,  at  the 
time,  that  neither  I  nor  any  other  writer 
could  now,  with  impunity,  mention  the 
name  of  any  man,  unaccompanied  with 
praise  ;  "  for,"  said  he,  '*  to  name  him 
"  without  praise  may  injure  his  individual 
"  feelings  ;  to  injure  his  individual  feelings 
*'  is  to  pass  the  hue  of  interdiction,  and  to 
"  exposeyourseW  to  penal  visitation  ;  there- 
"  fore,  you  are  reduced  to  this  simple  al- 
"  ternative  :  name  no  one, point  out  no  one, 
"  hint  at  no  one  ;  or,  bestow  upon  him  posi- 
"  five  and  serious  praise."  That  this  was  the 
case  is  evident ;  for,  how  is  it  possible  to 
ridicule  the  folly  or  imbecility  of  any  msn, 
without  violating  his  feelings  ?  and,  if  this 
be  a  necessary  consequence  with  individuals 
in  general,  must  it  nat  be  so  with  those  per- 
sons, who  are  members  of  the  government, 
and  who  have  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation 
fixed  upon  them,  while  they  have,  at  the 
same  time,  rivals  for  power,  who  are  anxi- 
ously watching  for  every  opportunity  of  ex- 
posingand  exaggerating  their  follies  and  im- 
becility, in  order  to  oust  them,  and  to  get 
theirpower  and  their  emoluments?  L^pon  the 
effects  which  doctrine  like  this,  must  have 
upon  the  interests  of  a  nation,  I  will  speak 
by-and-by,  after  having  introduced  a  recent 
Trial,  which  will  be  found,  I  believC;  to  have 

originated   in  this  very  doctrine. -It  was 

observed,  at  the  time,  that  the  Reviewers  were 
in  T.  very  perilous  way  ;  for,  that,  if  **  np 
'*  man  had  a  right  to  render  the  person,  or 
"■  abilities,  of  another  ridiculous,"  it  was 
clear  that  the  reviewers  of  books  ought  to 
have  a  bit  of  their  ears  taken  off  once  a 
month,  at  least,  and  that,  in  general,  they 
would  be  exposed  to  a  double  or  a  triple 
cropping.  What  a  glorious  doctrine  for  dull 
and  senseless  authors !     Andj  what  aboml- 
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"  for  the  purpose  of  liJiculing  the  works  oi 
"  the   plaintirt".      They    were  not   sntistied 
"  with   attacking  one  of  the  books  iliat  he 
"  hnd   written,  but  the  whole,  viZ.  Stran- 
"  ger  in  France,  Northern  Summer,  Tour 
"  romul  the   Baltic,     Stranger  in    Irthnd, 
"  and  Tonr   throngh    Holland.        Another 
"  work.  Written  by  sir  John  Carr,  viz.  A 
"  Tour  through   Scotland,  never  had  been 
"  published,  in  consequence,   as  he  would 
"  prove,  of  the  book  published  by  the  de- 
*'  fendanrs.      In  the   front    of    that    book, 
"  whichthey  entitled  "  My  Pocket  Book,"  is 
"  a  frontispiece  representing   the  departure 
"  of  the  plaintiff  Irom  Ireland  ;  and  in  page  j 
"  29,  preface,    an  explanation  of  that  Iron-  | 
"  tispiece,  which  commences  with   "    You   1 
"  shall  see  what  you  shall  see,  the  knight  j 
"  errant's  regret  at  leaving  Ireland,"  a  gro-   I 
^'  tesque  figure,  with  a  handkerchic*'"  to  his  ! 
"■  eyes,  a  number  of  ridiculous  figures   fol- 
"  lowing  him,  setting  up  the  Irish  howl  ;  a 
"  huge  porter,   carrying  his   MS.    travels,   j 
"  which  are  so   heavy,    that    the  weight  of  I 
*'  them  obliges  him  to  bend  under  them  ;  in 
"  oriehand  he  carries  the  Wardrobe  of  ths  j 
"  kni2,ht  errant,    encompassed    in    a   small   i 
"  pocket  handkerchief,  ice.  The  pi  blication  j 
"  itself  commences  by  observing,  that  the  i 
"  writingsof  the  plaintiffconsistedof  nothing  I 
"  worth  paying  for,  except  the  line  binding,   1 
"  the  fine    paper,  and  the  goodness    of  the   j 
"  print ;    and  there  was  nothing   to  recom-   1 
**  mend  them  except  the  wideness  of  the  mar-  | 
"  gins.  The  defendants  had  not  been  satisfied  ! 
"  with   publishing  one  edition  of  this  book, 
"  but   they  had   published   three,  and  had 
"  advertised  atid  circulated    it   most  Indus- 
"  triously.     This   uiorning  there   was  one  1 
"  purchased  at  the  defendant's  shop,  enti 
"  tied  '*  a  third  edition."     If  this   was  not 
"  the  case,  it   was   for  the    defendant  to 
"  prove  it  ;  for  he  understood  it  was  often   1 
^'  advertised  to  be  the  tenth  edition  of  a  book 
"  when  there  were  not  filteen  copies  of  the  | 
"  fir.-.t  disposed  of.     He    would   prove  that  ! 
"  the  publication  complained  of  had  injured  | 
"  the  plaintitTas  an  author  ;  tli^it  he  would  j 
"  have  got  J.  0"!X)  for  the  Tour  in  Scotland,  if  j 
"  it  had  not  been  fortius  book.  There  was  } 
*'  no  m.in  that    would  wish   to  give  the  re- 
''  viewers  a  greater  scope   than  he  would; 
"  but  he  could  not  justify  them    in  making  | 
**  a  mischievous  attack  on  an   author  j  they 
"  might   as   well   attack  his    person  3     for 
"  when  they  scurrilously  attacked  his  works, 
"  it  was  injuring  him   in  the  most  essential 
"  point.     He  did  not  doubt  but  there  might 
"  be  some  foolish  p;issages  in  i>,  bur,  when 
"  the  reviewer   criticises,  he  ought  to  pick 
"'■  out  those  pass3;;<i.i,  «nd  not-  condemn  the 


'  whole  for  jierhaps  one  mi^take  or  impro- 
'  per  expression.  His  learned  friend,  as 
'  well  as  him->elf,  had  often,  unfortunately, 

*  during  their  professional  lite,  said  foolish 
'  things,  and   he  should    be   sorry  if  they 

*  were  to  be  silenced  ever  afterwards,  and 
'  deprived  of  the   benefits   of  their  profcs- 

*  sion,  for  a  foolish  expression.  He  would 
'  prove  that  the  defendants  had  gone  the 
''  length,  in  private  conversation,  10  siy, 
'  that  they  would  exterminate  the  plaintiti' 
'  as  an  author.     If  he  proved  this  case,  he 

*  had  not  a  dwubt  but  the  jury  would  give  a 
'  verdict  tor  the  plaint  tf,  and  damages  ;  n<  t 
'  only  to  the  amount  of  the  loss  sustiiined, 
'  but  to  dttcr  others  from  sending  fonh 
'  such  scandalous  and    scurriUms    publica- 

*  tions.     He    then    proceeded    to   examine 
"  his  witnesses — Mr.  Hunt  proved  that  he 
''  purchased  at  llie  shop  of  the    defendants, 
"  on  the  14th  March,  1S08,  a  book  ehtiiled 
<<  "  My  Pocket  Book,"  which  he  pruduxed, 
"  and  another  on  this  morning,    which  \Cas 
"  stated  to  be  a  third  edition.     He  had  in- 
"  quired  from  the  person  who  sold  him  the 
"  book';,  who  was  the  author  ;  but  he  would 
"  not   inform   him.     He  also  purchased    a 
"   Monthly  Review,  called  "The  Mirror,"  for 
"  April  and  June  last,  which  had  the  adver- 
"  tisementof  "  My  Pocket  Book"  inserted  in 
"  them. — Lord  Ellenbouough    here   ob- 
"  served,  that  if  a  man  published  a   foolish 
"  thing,  every  person  had  a  right  to  say  so. 
"  The  liberty  of  the  press  would  be  com- 
"  pletely   done    away,    if    it   was    not   the 
''  casC. —  Mr.     Johnson,    bookseller,    St. 
"   Paul's  church-yard,  deposed,  that  he  pur- 
"  chased  the  manuscript  of  The  Stranger  in 
"  France  from  the  plaintiff    for  a£'lO0. — 
"  Sir  Richard  Phillips  deposed,  that  he 
"  purchased  from  the  plaintiff'  his  Northern 
"  Summer  Tour  round  the  Baltic  for  J.  500. ; 
"  The   Stranger   in    Ireland   he  gave    him 
"  J.'JOO.  for  ;  and  for  his  Tour  through  Hol- 
"  land,  OOOl.     He  had  seen  the  manuscript 
"  of  the  Tour' through  Scotland,  and  would 
"  have  given  (JOOl  if  it  had  not  been  for  "  My 
'*   Pocket  Book,"  which  he  heard  had  depre- 
"  ciated  the  works  of  the  plaintifl'so  much, 
"  that  it  deterred  him.      The  witness  met 
"  tlw    defendant,     Hood,    one  day,     who 
"  askedhim,hadlie  read  his  "  Pocket  Book" 
"  witness  told  him  he  had  not,  for  he  never 
"  read  such  scurrility.  Hood  replied,  '•  Lord 
"  help  poor  Sir  John,  we  have  got  a  rod  in 
"  pickle  for  him,  we  will  do  for  him." — On 
"■  his  cross    examination  by   the  Altorney- 
"  General,  witness  said  he  never  read  books 
"■  of  a  scurrilous  nature  ;  he  considered  all 
"  anonymous  publications  as  libellous  and 
"  scurrilous.     He  printed  as  many  books  as 
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"   nny  imn  in  London,  but  never  published 
"  nil/  wiihout   the  name  of  the     author. 
"  Aithougli  he  might  hive  read  one  or  two 
"  niunbi^rs  of  "  The  Edinburgh    Review," 
"  wheH  it  was  first   published,  he    did  not 
"■  recollect  Jiaving  read  any  other.  Wh<?n  he 
"  was  iirst  in  the   trade,  he  used   to  attach 
"  to    his   advertisements  the    criticisms   of 
"  Reviewers  on  books    whi(^h  he  published, 
"  but  for  liie  last  six   ye.iis  he  had  ceased  to 
"  do  SK).     As  they  crept   into  vice,  he  crept 
*'  into    virtue.       He     left     it   otF,     as    he 
"  thought  it  wa.s   only  encouraging   scurri- 
*'  lity.  Hehad printed  and  published  "Anec- 
"  dotes  ot"  the  Founders  of  the  French  Revo- 
"■  Itition."  It  was  an  anonymous  publication, 
"  that  is,  it  was  a  detail  of  facts,  without  any 
"  author's    name      There    was   nothing  li- 
"  bellous,    nothuog    scurrilous,    in     it  ;   he 
*'  never  published  a  libel  in   his   life  ;  if  he 
"  had,    he    would  be  ashamed  to  come  into 
*'  that  court  to  give  evidence.      He  did    not 
**  know  that  every  thing   it   contained    was 
*'  fact,  but  it  was  given    by   the  author  as  a 
*'  plain  narrative  of  facts.     Lie  had  publish- 
"  ed"  TheOxfordReview  ;"  that  wasalsoan 
*'  anojiymous  publication,    but     lie    did   it 
"  that  there  might  be    one    honest   review. 
"  — Lord    Ellenborough    here    interrupted 
"  the  witness,  and  said,    that  the  questions 
*'  put  to  hitndid  not  tend  to  make  him  commit 
"  himself.     If  they  had,  he  would  have  pro- 
"  tected  him  ;   bat   the  voluntary  evidence, 
"  or,  rather,  [hat  wish  toshewthepurenessof 
"  his  tnorals,    had  committed   him  ;    for  if 
"  he,     the  jury,    and  the  public,    were   to 
*'  believe  him,    all  other    reviews  were  dis- 
"  honest,   except  his  own.     He    was  laying 
"  ground  for  the  same  charge  to  be  preferred 
"  against  him   that  was  alledged  against  the 
"  present   defendant. — Sir  Richard  Phillips 
"  then  proceeded  and  said,  he  was  actuated 
"  by  the  wish  that  there  should  be  one  honest 
"  review,    when    he    consented  to   be   the 
"■  publisher  of  "  the  Oxford  Review."     He 
"  was  obliged   to   his  lord.ship   for  his  kind 
"  interference  ;    for  although   imposed  on 
*''  by  the  usage  of  the  trade,  when   he  first 
*'  commenced  business,  for  six  years   it  had 
"  been  his    study  to  check  the  scurrility 
"  of  the  press.     He  could  not  say  that  his 
"  sentiments  were  very  refined  as  to  hones- 
*'  ty,  but  he  trusted  he  had  a  little  common 
"  honesty   in    this    respect,  and  he  hoped, 
"■  while  he  lived,  it  might  remain  with  him, 
"  He  never   read  anonymous   publications, 
"  whether  Reviews  or  notj  for  heconsider- 
"  ed  them  all  scurrilous  3  but  if  he  published 
'*  any  thing  anonymous,  it  was  as  clear  from 
*'  scurrilous  matter  as  chrysta!  water.      He 
"  discontinued  publishing    "  The  Oxford 
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I  ""  Review, "    as    he   found   it  did   not  jin- 
"  swer  J   as  nothing  but  scurrility  met  v/itli 
"■  encouragement    from  the  public.  —  Mr. 
"   Leigh,    of  the   house  of    IVIathews  and 
"  Leigh,  deposed,  tliat    Sir  John  Cair  had 
"  offered  to  him  the  "  Tour  in    ScAland" 
"  for   sale,  which  he    would   ha\e  bought- 
"  and  given  him  400l.    for,    if  it    had   nol^ 
"  been    for   the    unfavourable    impression 
"   "  My  Pocket  Book"  had  made  on  him. — 
"   Lord   MouNTNORRis   deposed,    that    he 
"  had  read  "  The  Stranger  in  Ireland,"  and 
"  "  My  Pocket-Book,"  chapter  by  chapter, 
"  and  he  had  no  doubt  in  his  mind  but  that 
*'  "  My  Pocket-Book"   was  written  to  ridi- 
"  cule  "  The  Stranger   in   Ireland."     The 
"  plaintiflf  had    been   recommended  to  hira 
"  as   a   gentleman,  and   he  was  plea-jed  to 
•'  have   found  that  he   had  spoken  so  hand- 
"  somely  of  his  native  country,  Ireland  :  and 
"  would  have  purchased  a  copy  of  the  book,  if 
"  it  had  not  been    so  much   depreciated  by 
"  the  publication    of  "  My  Pocket-Book." 
"  The    noble    lord    was  cross-examined  by 
"  the  Attorney-General,  who  observed,  that 
"  he  was  happy  to  have  tlie   honijur  of  ad- 
"  dressing  a  nobleman  of  letters,   instead  of 
"  the    knight    who    lived   by   letters,    and 
"  knew   nothing   more   of  them   than    the 
"  livelihood  which  they  afforded  him.     His 
"  lordship  said,  that  he  \\?A  read  the  books 
''  over  with   great  attention,    and  thought 
"  "  My  Pocket-Book"   was  a  fair  and  just 
"  criticism  on  the  other. — Lord  Valentia. 
"  corroborated  the  evidence  of  his  noble  fa- 
"  ther. — I'he  Attorney-General,  coun- 
"  sel  for  the  defendant,  stated,  that  he  ne- 
"  ver  found    himself  more  perfectly  happy 
"   than  in  addressing  the  jury  in  defence  of 
"  his  clients.     His   mind   was  perfectly  r.t 
"  ease  as  to  the  verdict  they  would  give.  His 
"  learned    friend,    in     the     opening,      had 
"  charged  him,  by  anticipation,  with  what 
"  was    charged  against  his  client.     But   he 
"  would  assure  him   he  was  mistaken  ;   for 
"  whatever  foolish  expressions  he  had  made 
"■  use  of,  he  would  not  criticise  or  comment 
"  on   them.     In  the  first  place,  they   had 
"  the  evidence  of  Sir  Richard  Phillips.  The 
"  knight  had  either  given  false  evidence,  or 
"  he  was  the  greatest  fool  that  ever  walked 
"  over  Rarth.   [Lord  Ellenborough  observed 
"  that   he  thought    "    the  weakest  man" 
■*'  would  be    more  appropriate.]     The  At- 
''  torney-General  then  continued.      He  had 
■'  said  "  the  gre.itestfool,"  but  his  lordship 
■'  thought  "  the  weakest  man"  was  tlie  more 
'  proper  j     then  let  it  be    ''  the  weakest 
■'  man  ;"  if  sir  Richard  Phillips  had   been 
'  living    when   Erasmus    was    writing,    he 
'  would   have  given  any  money  for  him. 
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"  Tlie  book  published  by  the  defendants 
"  had  done  nothing  more  than  it  o-ight  to 
"  have  done,  and  what  an  honest  criticism 
"  ouglit  to  do.  This  had  been  proved  b\' 
"  the  earl  of  jVIountnorris,  wlio  w:-;  going 
'•'  to  purchase  "  The  Stranger  in  Leland," 
"  until  "  My  Pocket  Book"  had  shewn  him 
"  its  real  merit,  when  he  very  properly  de- 
"  dined  to  parcluiiie  it  j  and  had  not  liis 
"  lordship  given  it  in  evidence,  that  he 
"  thouglit  it,  after  comparing  tliem  both 
"  together,  a  fair  criticism  ?  The  plainliti' 
"  went  to  Ireland  ;  he  was  knighted  there  ; 
"  and  this  he  thought  was  sufficient  to  make 
"  him  commence  author.  His  name  was  to 
"  sell  the  book,  and  he  dressed  it  out  in 
"  red  morocco,  with  a  wide  margin,  supe- 
"  rior  p'int  and  paper,  and  this  was  thought 
"  by  the  plaintili" sufficient  to  insure  a  s?.!e  ! 
"  And  what  had  "  My  poor  Pocket  Book" 
"  done  ?  Nothing  more  than  what  itself 
"  would  have  done — shewn  its  true  merits. 
"  It  was  like  a  coal  porter  in  a  fashionable 
"  suit  of  clothes  J  his  outside  was  genteel, 
"  but  the  moment  he  opened  his  mouth  to 
*'  speak,  you  discovered  the  cheat.  So 
"  with  "  The  Stranger  in  Ireland" — the 
"  moment  you  opened  it,  your  expectations 
"  were  disappointed.  There  never  was  an 
"  author  of  merit  whose  works  were  not 
"  attacked,  but  the  mtrit  of  the  work  si- 
"■  lenced  the  attacker.  Socrates  was  a  great 
*'  author,  and  he  was  reviewed  by  Aristotle, 
"  who  was  also  a  great  writer  ;  yet  it  did 
"  not  affect  the  merits  of  the  works  of 
"  Socrates.  In  the  present  case,  if  it  was 
"  a  work  of  merit,  "  My  Pocket  Book" 
"  would  not  have  injured  it.  He  was  soiry 
''  to  have  taken  up  so  much  ef  the  time  of 
"  the  court  and  jury  ;  still  he  wished  to 
**  speak  to  iht-Tn  on  the  subject ;  for  the 
*'  action  appeared  more  grotesque  than  ihe 
"  frontispiece  complained  of.  iV'hat  could 
"  be  more  ridiculous  }  A  book  is  publish- 
"■  ed,  open  to  the  inspection  of  every  person, 
"  containing  the  most  nonsensical  ideas  that 
"  could  enter  the  brain  of  man  ;  another 
''  person  criticises  it  :  he  turns  it  into  ridi- 
*'  cule  ;  and  prevents  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
"  lie  from  throwing  away  their  money  upon 
"  nonsense.  In  doing  this,  the  critic  had 
"  done  public  service,  and  he  trusted  the 
*'  jury      would     feel      it     as      such,     and 

*'  give    a    verdict   for  the  defendants. 

•'  Lord  ELLEyBOKyi- on  said,  that  every 
"  man  who  wrote  con^mitted  himself  to 
*'  thejudi^nv.nt  of  ihv  public,  and  even/  one 
"  7!i!i(ht  comment  vpun  h':s  work.  If  the 
"  commentator  ciid  not  step  aside  from  the 
'*  work,  or  introduce  tiction  tor  the  purpose 
'  of  coademiiation,    hi  exercised    only  a 
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"  fair  legitimate  right. 

"  the  plaiiiliti'  had  embodied  himself  in 
"  his  work  ;  the  principal  put  of  his  tour 
"  was  concerning  himself,  and,  therefore, 
"  placing  him  in  Dublin,  and  the  long 
"  coach  w  ailing  for  him,  was  not  irrelevant 
"  to  the  subJL'ct.  ILid  the  party  writing 
"  the  criiicism  f(jilo\veJ  the  plainlitf  out  of 
"  his  book  into  domestic  life  for  the  purpo- 
"  ses  of  slander,  tliat  would  have  been  li- 
"  bellous  ;  but  not  ollitrwise.  7o  repress 
"  ju$t  crNiiiiW  icfiuld  he  cxtittmeli)  hijurious 
"  to  fovh'ty.  If  a  work  was  sent  into  the 
"  world  tliat  was  likely  to  disseminate  a 
"  bad  taste,  or  was  destructive  of  jniblic 
"  morals,  it  was  of  the  Jirsl  importance  to 
"  correct  and  expose  it.  Society,  in  that 
"  case,  was  indebted  tothecritic. —  His  lord- 
"  ship  then  alluded  to  the  advancement  of 
"  philosophy  and  scietice  by  the  opposition 
"  one  great  man  had  offered  to  another,  and 
"  repeated  the  observations  of  the  xVttorney 
"  General  on  that  subject.  If  an  individu- 
"  al,  he  iaid,  presented  the  public  with  an 
"  outline  sketch  of  himself,  that  puLlic 
"  had  a  right  to  finish  the  picture  ;  and  if 
"  the  criiicism  was  a  fair  one,  the  author 
"  must  take  the  consequences  of  it.  His 
"  lordship  added,  that  he  did  not  knoiv  of 
"  any  thing  more  ihrcnteidng  to  the  liberty 
"  of  the  press,  than  the  spicies  oj' action  Le- 
"  fore  the  court ;  and  he  vi  ould  again  repeat, 
"  th.at  if  the  publication  con^plained  of  was 
"  a  lair  critici.sm,  and  the  author  had  not 
"  travelled  out  of  the  work  he  criticised  for 
"  the  purpose  of  slander,  tiie  action  would 
"  not  lie  5  but  if  the  juty  could  see  any 
"  ih.iiig  personally  slanderous  against  the 
"  {jlainliiF,  unconnected  with  the  work  he 
"  had  given  to  ti-.e  pwblio,  in  that  case,  the 
"  plaintiff  hid  his  right  of  action,  and  they 
"  would  find  accordingly. — I'he  jury  con- 
"  suited  together  a  few  minutes,  and   found 

"  for  the  defendants." This    is  all  very 

true,  thowgh  I  do  not  like  the  words /air  and 
just,  as  used  here  to  qualify  the  term  criti- 
cism. 'J'he  distinction  bctw-een  the  man's 
domestic  affairs  and  his  book  is  cl  far  enough  ; 
but,  as  long  ns  I  write  about  the  book  and 
the  abilities  of  the  author  and  the  motives, 
or  probable  motives,  of  his  writing,  and 
the  disposition  of  inind  which  the  book 
displays,  1  cannot  safely  tiust  any  one 
to  decide,  whether  my  criiicism  be  fair 
or  unl'air,  just  or  unjust  ;  that  is  to  say,  if 
the  decision  is  to  atlect  my  j^erson  or  pro- 
perly. The  criti;-  is  tin  author  as  well  as  the 
writer  of  the  book.  The  criticism  may  bo 
criticised  ;  and,  in  both  cases,  the  public 
are  the  sole  judges  of  what  is  fair,  or  un- 
f;ur,    of  wh.li  i.s  ju«r,  vi'  unjust.      Other,- 
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wise,  and  if  these  qualifications  are  admissi- 
ble, the  coLiit*  of  jiiitice  ore  to  be  looked  to 
in  matters  of  taste  ;  they  are  to  decide  every 
literary  dii^pnte  ;  and  here,  as  well  as  else- 
where, we  shall  be  unable  to  open  our 
mouths  without  having  a  lawyer  for  our 
^uide  and  assistant.  I  will  not  answer  for 
the  correctness  of  this  re})ort  of  the  Chief 
Justice's  speech.  He  might  not  mean,  that 
a  man  was  punishable,  by  l(ut>,  for  unfair 
or  unjust  criticism  ;  an<l,  1  am  in  hopes, 
that  the  decision,  upon  this  occasion,  will 
make  ihe  stupid  authors  feel,  that  they  can- 
not worry  a  man  of  talents  to  deat!'  merely 

because  he  has  exposed  their  stupidity. It 

does  not  appear,  from  this  report,  whether 
Sir  Richard  I'hillips  came  forward  volunta- 
rily, or  was   forced   forward,  in  behalf  of 
his  brother  knight  j  but,  to  be  sure,   it  was 
quite  good  to    hear  him  say,  that   he    never 
reaii  scandalous  or  anonymous   publications, 
•when  he  was  the  sole  or  part    owner  of  so 
many  works  of  the  latter  description  ;   when 
he  was  part  ownerof  a  Review,  and  the  sole 
owner  of  the  "  Anecdotes,"    than     which 
there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  more  false  and  scan- 
dalous book  in    the  Euglish   hmguage,  that 
is    to  say.   if  falsehood   and  scandal   do  not 
lose  thei    nature  when  applied  to  Frencli  men 
and  French  women,  and  wdien    tiiey  obtain 
circuL;t!on  because   they  are    calculated  to 
gratify     pre-conceived     malice   and   hatred. 
The  work  of  Messrs.   Hood  and  Sharpe  not 
only  injured  Sir  John  Carr,  but  Sii-  Richard 
Phillips  also;   for,  nbserve,  he  is  the  proi)rie- 
tor  of  Sir  Joijn's  first  work,  (he   vn  //    woi k 
that   was  criiicised,  and  the  sale  ot'  wliich 
must,  of  course,  be  greatly   injured,  if  not 
totally  stopped,   by   a  criticism,   which   had 
stifled    the    second  work   in   its  shell.       So 
that  Sir  Richard  Phillips  was,  in  fact,  a  per- 
son   deeply    interested  ;     and,  though    this 
circumstance  would  not  alter  i'nGfacL  which 
he  had    to    state,  it  would  naturally  give  a 
tinge  to  any  sentiment  that  he  had  to  express. 
I  am,  however,  utterly  astonislied,  that  any 
word  should  have  dropped  from  him    calcu- 
lated to  throw  odium  upon  those  who  endea- 
vour to  make  a  free  use  of  the  press.     What 
would  it  havebeen  to  him,  if  those  bundles  of 
trash,  labelled  "The Stranger  in  Ireland,"  had 
been  sent,  as  they  now,  in  all  probability,  will 
be,  to  the  trunk-makers,  or  the  paste-board 
mill  ?     Was  this  vile  rubbish  worth  the  risk 
of  his  being  exposed  to  the  imputation  of 
wishing  to  see  a  brother  bookseller  sutler  for 
havi;jg  publis!)ed  a  book  operating  to  his  in- 
jury ?     I  do  not   im^nate  this   wish  to  him. 
On  the  contrary,  I  sincerely  believe  him,  who 
is  a  very  kind  and  gootl  as  well  as  a  very  clever 
Cian,  to  have  entertained  no  such  wish;  but. 


certainly,  his  evidence,  as  stated  in  the  news- 
papers, is   likely   to  make  the  public  iiifer 
such  an  imputation.     The  fact,  I  would  al- 
most  lay    my   life,    was   this :     between    a 
bookseller  and  an   author   there  necessarily 
arises,  particularly  if  the  latter  be  a  person  of 
some  consequence,  a   greater  or  less  degree 
of  that   sort   of  intimacy,     which,    as    the 
fashion  of  the  world  goes,   is  denominated 
friendship.     Sir  John  Carr  appears  to   be  a 
man  not  likely  to  lose  any  thing  for  the  mere 
want  of  askingfor  ;  and,  he  would  easily  find 
the  means  of  committing  Sir  Richard  so  far 
\  as  to  bring  him  into  court  with  sentiments 
favourable   to   his  cause.     The   moment   a 
man  islashed.orexposed,  he,  accordingtothe 
cant  of  the  day,  cries  out  lilelLr.     Libeller 
is  echoed  by  his  friends;  and,  after  hearing 
this  in  half  a  dozen  places,  he  naturally  be- 
gins   to  turn    himself  towards    the  law   for 
redress,  especially  if  he  find  himself  incapable 
of  defending  himself    with  his  pen.     It  was 
thus   that   the  quack   in  America  acted  to- 
v/ard.s  me.     He  began  the  publications.    He 
issued  his  destructive   prescriptions  through 
the   news-papers,     I  answered  his  publica- 
tions ;   I  reduced  him  to  silence,  and  finally 
drove  him   and  his  death-doing  practice  out 
of  the  city.     Unable  to  defend  himself,  he 
had  recourse  to  the  lawyers ;  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  such  judges  .md  juror:-  :'s  are  to 
be  found  in  great  abundance  in  hi-  country, 
gave  me  a  dose  almost  as  injutAvs   as  he 
would    have  sent   me    from  his  own   shop. 
Of  all  the   acts,  of  which    a   man  can    be 
guilty,  none  is   so  mean,  none   is  so  base, 
none  is  so  truly  detestable,  as  that  of  seek- 
ing, through  the  law,  vengeance  for  a    lite- 
rary defeat.    If  this  were  to  be  totcr;!ted;   if 
j  exposing  a  man's  aliiitics  to  ridicule  were  to 
I  be  deemed   libellkig,  and  to  be  punished  as 
j  such,   who,  unless  he  had  a  long  purse,  and 
a  body   of  imu,  would  dare  to  atteippt  the 
task  of,  critieising  the  works  of  a  ric  h  m  in  ?. 
Every  wealthy  Ibol  .might  publish  his  trasli 
in    perfect    security,    and    that,    too,  with- 
out  being  under  the   necessity  of  treating 
and  bribing  the  Reviewers.     NomanwouM 
dare  exposo   his  folly  or  imbecility ;  for,  at 
any   rate,   the  tormentors  of  the  hiw  won:  J 
be  set  upon  the  critic,  who,  as  his  least  pu- 
nishment, would    be  half-ruined  in  his  de- 
fence.    I'here   would   be  nothing,  however 
infamous  as    well    as  foolish,    that   a   poor 
writer  would  dare   to  comment  upon  with 
freedom.     He   must    write  in   trammels  so 
tight  as  to  render  his  cirbrts  of  little  or  no 
efi'ect.     There  would,  in  short,  be  a  general 
license  for  folly  and  wickedness,  when  back- 
ed by   wealth ;     and   still   there   would    be 
scoundrels  so  impudent,  as  to  call  upon  us 
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to  deny  ourselves  almost  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  to  expose  lite  itself,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving,  what  they  would  slill  call  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  The  evil  woula  go  yet 
fiiilheri  for  the  rich  bookseller  would  be- 
come a  persecutor  as  well  as  the  wealthy 
fool  who  writes.  His  purse  wouKi  hi  a 
bhield  for  a  dozen  oi"  two  of  dull  doctors 
whom  he  keeps  in  his  pay,  nnd  by  the  means 
of  whose  iniposture-liktf  performnces  he 
increases  his  fortune.  Well  might  Lord 
Kllenborough  say,  that  "  he  knew  of  no- 
"   thing   more   threatening  to  the  liberty  of 

"  the  prL'Ss  than  this  species  of  action." 

But,  how    stands  tlie   case  with   regard  to 
pnblications  touching  the  words,  or  conduct, 
of  persons  in  general,  and  partioulaily  mem- 
bers of  the  government?     Is  ii  not  danger- 
ous lo  the  liberty  of  the  pre^s  to  lay  it  down 
a-i  a  msxim,  that  their  abilUies  are  not  to  be 
ridiculed  ;   that  you  ai>i  to  say  nothing  at  all 
whicli  hurts  Vnex'c  feelings,  without  exposing 
yourself  to  punishment  ?     Reports  of  trials 
are,  in  general,  not  very  correct  j  the  whole 
of  the   places  where  trials  are    held  are  so 
crowded    with    lawyers,  to   whom,  indeed, 
they   are   almost  exclusively    appropriated, 
that  it  is  extremely  ditficult  for  any  reporter 
to  obtain   the  accommodation  necessary   tor 
the   making  of  notes.     I  do  not,  therefore, 
give  the  words  of  my  motto  as  words  aciual- 
Iv  uttered  by  Lord  Ellenborough,  but  merely 
as  words  published   in  the  several  news  pa- 
pers, as  having   been  uttered  by  him,  upon 
the  occasion  alluded  to.    As  such,  they  must 
have  produced  a  great  deal  of  effect ;  and, 
there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  that  the  doe* 
trine  they  contain  h:^s  encouraged  Sir  John 
Carr,  knight,  to  bring  the  action,  the  fate  of 
which  is  above  recorded.  Let  us  hope^  however, 
that  this  dangerous  doctrine  is  now  exploded 
as  completely  as  if  the  Whigs  had  kept  their 
words  after  they  got  their  pl.ices,  and  made  it 
a  suliject  of  discussion  in  parliament ;   for,  I 
believe,  it  will  be  very  difiicult  toproduceany 
solid  reason,  why  a  man  should  have  the  liber- 
ty to  hurt  {\\Q  feelings  oi^n  author  any  more 
tiian  to  hurt   the  feelings  of  a    minister    ot 
state  ;  why  he  should  be  allowed  to  ridicule 
tlie  (ililitics  of  the  former   any   more   than 
tlie  abilities  of  the  Intler  :   why  it  should  be 
an  otfence  worthy  of  penuL  viiitation   in  the 
former  case  any  more  than  in  the  Intter  case. 
I  cannot  discover  any  grounds  for  a  distinc- 
tion ;  and,    therefore,    I   conclude,    that   if 
we  shouKi,  by  any  accident,  see  a  fool  in 
ofTice,  we  are  at  liberty  to  expose  his  folly, 
and  to  convince  the  nation,  that  the  manage- 
ment  of  their  affairs  is  in  bad   hands.     In- 
deed, the  real  use  of  the  liberty  of  the  press 
is  to  cause  the  exposure  of  weak  and  wicked 
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public  servants.     It  is  of  comparatively  trifl- 


ing conse.qt.enct?  what  men  publish  in  books. 
Five   hundrecA  people,  perhaps,  never   saw, 
or  heard  of.  Sir  iuhn   Ciirr's  trash  ;  and,  if 
it  could  liave  been  read  by  (he  whole  nation, 
it  is  not  likely  that  it  wo>ild  have  done  either 
harm    or   good.     But,    in    the    ability    and 
honesty  ot  men  in  other,  every  person  in  the 
coimtry   is  deei)ly  interested,  and  therefore 
ought  10  be  regularly  and  minutely  informed 
upon   the   subject.     Upon    matters  of  taste 
in  b.ioKs,  ot  what  consequence  is  it  whether 
the  people  are  well-informed«r  ill-informed? 
But,  upon   matters   clo.sely  connected   with 
the  prosperity  and    honour    of  the  country, 
it  is  of    great  importance  that    they    should 
lack   no   int'ormation    that    can   possibly  be 
cotTimunicated  to  them.     Well,  then,  how 
is  this   information    to  be  given  ?     How,   if 
not  through  an  un-^hackled  press,  a  press  re- 
strained   only   from   uttering  falsehood,  ac- 
cording to  the  old  language   and  practice  of 
the  law  ?     Suppose    I    had    been    in    battle 
with  a  general,  ami  liad  seen  him  run  from 
the    enemy,     beating    him    in    swiftness   as 
shamefully  as  a  March  hare  beats  a  lurcher  ; 
suppose  I  had   seen   this,  or  received   good 
information  of  it,  would  it  not  be  very   ne^ 
cessary  to  make  the  fact  known,  in  order  to 
prevent  such   a  winged-heeled  fellow   from 
again  exposing    the  lives  of  the   army   and 
bringing  disgrace  upon    the  nation  ?     Sup- 
pose I  had  an  oppoitunity    of  knowing  se- 
veral men,  pretetiding  to  office   and  power!, 
to  be  Ifc'tally  unqualilied  for  any  business  and 
totally  unworthy  of  any  trust  ;  would  it  not 
be  very  useful    to   communicate  my   know- 
ledge to   the   public  ?     Or,  suppose   me   t6 
have   merely  an    opiiiinn  relating  to  public 
men,  how  do  we  arri\eat  the  best  chance  of 
forming    correct   notions   as   to   things   un- 
known,   except    it   be   by    expressing    our 

opinions     to    one     another  ? Kor,    can 

I  see  what  mischief  could  arise  from 
carrying  the  same  liberty  into  the  dis- 
cussions relative  to  the  private  atl'airs  of  men. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  I  say,  that  Mr. 
such  an  one  is  a  contented  cuckold  j  that  he 
has  received  proof  quite  sufficient  that  his 
wife  has  had  a  child  by  another  man  ;  but 
that,  in  considerati(n)  of  a  goi^d  sum  of 
money,  paid  him  by  the  principal  cuckolder, 
he  holds  his  tongue,  and,  as  the  old  saying 
is,  puts  his  horns  in  his  pocket.  This  is, 
indeed,  fo  suppose  a  strong  case  j  but,  such 
a  case  may  possibly  exist;  and,  if  it  does, 
should  not  such  a  irian  be  pointed  out? 
Ought  not  the  mean  scoundrel  to  be  held  up 
to  the  ridicule  and  scorn  of  the  world  ?  What 
other  way  is  there  of  correcting  such  dis- 
graceful and  pernicious  vices  ?  Suppose  m« 
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to  know  a  man  upon  the  point  of  becominf^ 
a  bankrupt,  why  should  1  not  state  the  fact  ? 
,  Wliat  harm  can  arise  from  it  ?  And  if, 
upon  any  occasion,  I  speak  what  h  false, 
there  is  tlie  law  to  punish  me,  and  to  make 
compensation   to  the  person  whom   I  have 

slandered. It  is  said,  that  you  would,  by 

allowing  a  liberty  like  this,  set  every  neigh- 
bourhood together  by  the  ears.    Why  should 
it  be  so  ?  I  can  discover  no  reason  for  it      It 
is    to  deny  the  excellence  of  truth,  to  sup- 
pose that  an  unrestrained  expression  of  the 
truth  could  be  productive  of  injury.     Jt   is 
fitting  thnt  ail  men  and  women  and  actions 
should    be  generally   known  for  what  they 
are  ;  and,  it  appears  to  me,  that  to  express 
a   fear  at  the  promulgation  of  truth,   is    to 
foster  falshood,  and  to  otfer  a  screen  for  all 
sorts  of  vic/s.     There  are   many  vices  and 
crimes,  too,  that  the  law  will  not  reach,  yet 
the^'-  ought  to  be  repressec-l,  and  how  are  they 
to   be  repressed  unless  men  dare  communi- 
cate freely  their  knowledge  to  one  anotiier  ? 
I  publish  that  such  an  one  is  a  liar.      If  what 
I  assert  be  false,  my  falshood  can  be  made 
appear,  and  I    am   punished  in  one  way  or 
another^   but,  if  what  i  assert  be  true,   is  it 

not   useful,  that   it  should  be  known  ? 

Upon  this  principle  the  law  of  England  for- 
merly proceeded.     The  indictment  of  a  per- 
son  for   a    libel    always  stated,  that  he  had 
uttered  what  wtiijhlse  ;   falshood  was  essen- 
tial as  a  ground  work  of  the  charge.     As  we 
have   grown   in   refinement   our   ears   have 
become  more  delicate,  and  it  is  nowsutiicient 
that  the  words  are  scandalous  and  malicious, 
qualities  which  it  is  not  easy  to  define,  aad 
which  are,  indeed,  mere  matter  of  opin'on. 
"What  one  man  thinks  scandalous  and  mali- 
cious   another    m^n     does    not    think   soj 
but,  all   the  world  are  agreed  with  respect 
to  falshood   and   truth.        I'hese   admit    of 
proof ;  the  others  do  not.     Ag.iinst  a  charge 
of  falshood  evidence  can  be   brought ;  but, 
as  to  scandal  and  malice  they   must  be  left 
to  surmise,  to  the  opinions  of  a  jury  ;  and 
thus  a  salvo  is  provided  for  the  consciences 
of  men  who  would  be  afraid  of  point   blank 
perjury.     As  the  law  now  stands,    you  may 
not  <!peak  ike  truth,  for  fear  of   doing   mis- 
chief.    There  is  something  so   repugnant  to 
reason  in  this,  that  I  cannot  be   brought  to 
consfd^r  it  as  wise.     We  all   pretend,    that 
to  obtain  truth  is  our  great  object.      We  all 
pretend  to  detest  disguise,  hypocrisy,    and 
all  the  various  sorts   of    falshood.       If    we 
have  servants  to  hire,  tradesmen  to  employ, 
acquaintances  to   form,  our  lirst  step  is  to 
obtain  a  true  account  of  them  ;    and   why, 
then,  should  the  law  forbid  us   to  commu- 
jiipate  to  the  public  at  large  all  the  inftfrraa- 
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tion  we  possess  ?    In  order  to  make  out  a 
defence  of   the   contrary    doctrine,      some 
have  supposed,  that,  if  every  one  were  at 
liberty  to  publish   all    the  truth    that  came 
to  his  knowledge,  the  prints  would  be  filled 
with  anecdotes  of     domestic    occurrences, 
with  which  the  world   have    nothing  to   do. 
Either  such   occurrences  are  interesting   to 
the  world,  or  they  are  not  ;    if  the   former, 
they  ought  to  be   known,  if  the  latter,  the 
world  would  not  attend  to  them,    and  the 
promulgation  of  them  would  soon   meet   its 
just  punishment    in   the   contempt   which 
would  fall  upon  the  promulgator.      To  pre- 
vent the  publication  of  truth  is  to  confound, 
the  wise  with  the  foolish,    the  honest   man 
with  the  rogue,    the   brave   man  with   the 
coward,     the     virtuotjs   with   the     vicious. 
Where  there  is   no   press,    or  no  shew  of 
freedom  allowed  in  using  it,  the  people  ex- 
pect to  hear  no  truth  through  that  channel ; 
but,  where  the   liberty  of    the  press  is   a 
subject  of  boasting,    they  may  well  expect 
to  hear  the  u'hole  truth,  and,    if  they  hear 
it  not,    they   are  deceived  with   a    shadow. 

Nothing     can     be    more     worthy    of 

punishment  than  the  publication  of   wilful 
falsehood.     I    would,    with    all    my    heart, 
make  this  crime  transportation,    where   it 
seriously  affected  the  reputation  of  any  man, 
in  whatever  rank  ©f  life.      To  the  feclingi 
of  a  person,  falsely   accused,     ample  ven- 
geance is  due ;  but,  if  I  speak   no  more  of 
a  man  than  I' can  prove  to  be  true,    am  I  to 
be  branded  as  a    ruffian  who  has  no  regard 
for  the  feelings  of  my  neighbour?    Shall  a 
fool  be  looked  upon  as  having  the    feeling-? 
of  a  wise  man,    a  peculator  the  feelings  of  a 
man  of  integrity,  a  reprobate  the  feelings  of 
a  saint  }     Aye,  say  some  persons,  you  think, 
then,  that  it  is  only  the  innocent  whose  feel- 
ings are  to  be  considered,  but,  you  cannot 
wound  the    feelings   of  the    innocent ;  it  if 
only    the    guilty    that    feel.     Hence    Lord 
Mansfield's  maxim,   I  suppose  :  "  the  great- 
"  er  the  truth  the  greater  the  lihel,"  accord- 
ing to  which   maxim    it  is  a  greater  libel  to 
call  a  highwayman  a  highwayman,     than    to 
give  the  same  appellation  to a-person perfectly 
i'lee  of  every  crime.    This  is  the  un.-uoid;ibIe 
consequence  of  making  it  a  crime  to  publish 
truth  ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  of  all  the  means 
of  debasing  and  corrupting  a  people,   none  is 
more  efficacious  or  morespeedy,  than  that  of 
giving  them  a  press,  through  which  truth  has 
not  a  free  circulation. 

Sp.\nish  Revolution.— « — The  intelli- 
gence fron-i  Spain  seems  to  indicate,  that, 
let  the  result  be  what  it  may.  there  wdl  bo 
an  arduous  contest.  This  I  most  earnestly 
pray  for  j  because,   without  such  a  contest. 
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no  good  can  arise.  In  his  answer  to  the 
Londoners,  the  king  says,  he  has  vo  other 
object  than  that  of  supporting  the  "  ancient 
"  government  "  of  Spain.  Precisely  what 
his  majesty  may  mean  by  the  word  ancient, 
I  cannot  positively  say  ;  but,  1  hope,  he 
docs  not  mean,  that  government  who  sent 
the  Spanish  army  to  the  North  of  Europe  j 
who  gave  up  the  sword  of  Francis  1  ;  who 
introduced  a  French  army  into  Spain  ;  who 
made  Murat  Lieutenant  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  who  sold  the  Sp;iniardstoBuonaparte  for 
a  snug  maintenance  in  France.  It  is  the 
government,  I  should  hope,  that  existed 
wiien  the  Cortes,  or  representatives  qf  '''^^ 
people,  used  to  be  fairly  assembled,  and 
when  the  nation  was  not  governed  by  a  set 
of  iiirriguing  tyrants.  This  being  the  case  1 
cordiallv  agree  with  his  majesty,  and  hope 
that  his  efrbrls  will  be  crowned  wnh  success. 
If  the  people  of  Spain  arc  to  have  a  desftot, 
1  care  not  one  straw  who  he  is.  I  feel  no  in- 
terest  in   the  events   going  on.     I  care  not 

which  side  beats,  or  is  beaten. I'he  o-ran- 

fl'fc.s- are  going  back,  it  seems,    the  lacqueys 
of  Jost-ph    Nayoleon.      This    i?  what   they 
ought  to  be      Were  I  in   his  place,  I  would 
make     tiiem     black    the     shoes      of       my 
French  servants.     Nobility   indeed  !     Here 
r-.  a    precious  specimen  of    the  effects   of 
hhih  Llood  !     What   an    example    is  here  1 
What  a  h?sson  for  the  nations  of    Europe  ! 
Talk  of  upstart  kings  and  nobles  ;  are  there 
any  of  them,  any  of  the  "  ale-house-keeper's 
sons",    who    have,    in  any  one  case,  acted 
thus  ?    What   must    that   government    have 
been,    which    was  composed   of    wretched 
vermin  like  these  ?    Is  there  any    man    who 
will  openly  say,  thgt  heWishes  to  see  such  a 
govenmient     restored  ?    Loyal  !  aye,  these 
base  scoundrels  were,  I  warrant  it,  the  very 
pink  of  loyalty,  and  have,  amongstthem,  sent 
many   a  man  to  the  gnllovvs  upon  the  sus- 
picion of  being  (/zv/oya/.     I  warrant  it,  they 
linve   been    famous  persecutors  in  this  way. 
Their  example,    will,  however,    be    u>ieful, 
long   after  Joseph  Buonaparte,   if  he  should 
succeed,  will  have  sent  them  all  to  clean  the 
kennels  of  Madrid  ;  for,  when    he  is  once 
safely  seated  upon  the  throne,    he  will  have 
too  much  sense  to  keep  such  l),ise   wretches 
IK  ar  his  person.    G'andees  !  They  h  ve  been 
gnndees  quite  long   enough.     I'he  turn  of 
fiomebody  eUe  is  come.  The  soldier  is  abroad, 
as  I  told  Sir  Banlam  lotig  enough  ago  ;  and, 
ere  he  puts  up  the  sword,  he  will  have  his 

share  of  the  good  things  of  this  world. 

1'htre  are,  I  clearly  perceive,  some  persons, 
"W'ho  wish  to  .see  ihe  Spaniards  beat  Buona- 
parte, but  wish  not  to  see  any  change  of  the 
Tuyal  i'amily  or  the  government,  in  Spain. 


Such  perso!is  may  make  up  their  minds  to 
a  disappointment ;  for,  never  will  Buonaparte 
be  beaten  by  men  that  can  bear  the  idea  of 
again  putting  on  the  yoke  of  despotism.  One 
or  the  other  the  Spaniards  must  be,  either 
the  subjects  of  Joseph  Napoleon,  or  their 
own  masters,  subject  only  to  a  government 
of  their  own  choosing. 

CoKX  AGAINST  Sugar. What  say  the 

"  Barley  growers"  now?  Bailey  has  not  fal- 
len, notwithstanding  all  the  predictions  of 
Mr.  Arthur  Young.  Nay,  it  has  continued 
to  rise,  while  oats  have  risen  one  third 
in  price.  I  wonder  what  will  be  said 
now  ?  What  shuffle  will  be  resorted 
to  ?  I  .should  like  to  hear  what  can 
be  said  by  those  who  met  to  pctiliin 
against  the  sugar-bill.  There  is,  I  think, 
an  appearance  of  a  short  crop  of  barley  and 
oats.  The  introduction  of  sugar  will  have 
added  about  300,{;00  quarters  to  the  crop, 
which,  though  haidly  worth  mentioning  in 
connTerison  with  the  amount  of  the  produce 
of  the  country,  is  something,  and  the  bill 
will,  therefore,  have  done  some  little  good. 

The  clamour,  which  was  raised,  at  the 

time  that  this  bill  was  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  should  not  soon  be  forgotten. 
The  agricultural  people  should  bs  frequently 
reminded  of  it.  They  brought  forth  all  their 
interest  and  their  very  best  talents  upon  the 
occasion.  Let  it,  therefore,  remain  as  a  stand- 
ard whereby  to  judge  of  the  deg'-ee  of  reliance 
that  is  to  be  placed  upon  them.  I  repent, 
that  they  are  embodied  into  a  sect.  All  sec- 
taries are  bigots.  There  is  no  liberality  of 
discussion,  or  of  thought,  amongst  them  ; 
their  tenets  are  always  to  be  distrusted,  and 
their  assertions,  as  to  facts,  are  not  always  to 
be  relied  on.  That  this  widely  spread  and 
powerful  sect  should  have  been  beaten  by 
the  indojcntWest  Indians  is  truly  astonishing, 
and  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  thing  but 
the  b.^dness  of  their  cause. 
Botley,  23lhJu/y,   ]  SOS. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
London. — On  the  20ih  July,  1808,  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  recorder,  sheriffs,  and 
common  council  of  the  city  of  London, 
waited  upon  his  majesty,  at  the  queen's  pa- 
lace (being  introduct-d  by  lord  Rivers,  the 
lord  in  waiting),  with  the  following  address, 
which  was  read  by  sir  John  Silvester,  the 
recorder,  as  follows: — To  the  king's  most 
cKcellent  majesty.  The  humble,  dutiful, 
and  loyal  address  of  the  lord  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  commons  of  the  city  of  London, 
in  common  council  assembled. — Most  gra- 
cious sovereign,  we,  your  majesty's  loyal 
subjects,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com- 
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mons  of  the  city  of  London,  in  common 
council  asstiinbled,  with  l.eiirts  full  of  dtUi- 
ful  aftection  to  your  royal  -jjcrson,  and  inse- 
parably attached  to  the  LoMourand  prosperi. 
ty  of  your  government,  humbly  desire  to 
approach  your  throne,  atid  represent  to  your 
majesty  the  sentini'-ji:ib  of  a  free  and  faithful 
people. — While  wc  ccntempiate  with  horror 
and  indignation,  the  a'.rocious  perfidy  and 
wanton  violenre  employed  by  the  ruler  ot 
France,  to  reduce  uadrr  his  yoke  the  Spanish 
monarchy  and  the  Spanish  people,  we  can- 
not refrain  from  expressing  our  joy  and  exul- 
tation at  the  pure  and  animating  spir:l  of  pa- 
triotism, displayed  by  that  high-miin'.cd  and 
gallant  nation,  in  defence  of  their  dearest 
rights  and  pri^'ileges.  They  have  appealed 
to  the  generous  feelings  of  your  mrjesty  for 
protection  and  support,  and  they  have  not 
appealed  in  vain.  You,  sire,  have  felt,  as 
the  sovereign  of  a  Wee  people,  who,  by  ex- 
tending his  powerful  aid  to  a  nation,  strug- 
gling for  liberty  and  independence,  holds 
forth  to  the  world  a  happy  ?Ai<]  practical  illus- 
tration of  the  blesNings  which  his  ovvn  sub- 
jects enjoy, — The  solemn  declaration  by 
which  your  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  re- 
cognize the  Spanish  nation  as  a  natural  friend 
and  ally,  against  the  common  enemy  of  all 
established  governments ;  the  frank,  disin- 
terested, and  inspiriting  pledge  which  you 
have  given,  that  you  have  no  other  object 
than  that  of  preserving  unimpaired  the  in- 
tegrity and  independence  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy  ;  the  wisdom,  liberality,  and 
promptitude  of  the  measures  consequently 
adopted  by  your  majesty 's  government,  have 
excited  in  our  breasts  the  most  lively  and 
grateful  sensations. — We  have  to  entreat 
your  majesty's  acceptance  of  our  most  cor- 
dial thanks  for  the  noble  and  liberal  system 
of  policy  by  which  your  councils  have  been, 
and  continue  to  be  actuated  towards  Spain  , 
and  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that,  in  con- 
tributing to  the  .success  of  your  royal  inter- 
position in  a  cause,  at  once  so  great  and  glo- 
rious, and  so  peculiarly  congenial  to  the 
spirit  and  feelings  of  your  people,  no  exer- 
tion shall  be  withheld,  no  sacrifice  shall  be 
spared  on  our  part,  to  prevent  twelve  mil- 
lions of  Jel low-freemen  from  being  accursed 
with  the  most  galling  and  profligate  despo- 
tism recorded  in  the  history  of  the  world. — 
In  the  measures  which  your  majesty  m:?.v 
think  proper  to  adopt  for  accomplishing  this 
great  end,  you  may,  sire,  rely  with  the 
firmest  confidence  upon  the  affectionate, 
zealous,  and  enthusiastic  support  of  your 
loyal  citizens  of  London.  We  feel  ourselves 
identified  with  the  patiiots  of  Spain  ;  we 
sympathise  in  all  their  wants ;  we  participate 
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in  all  their  wishes  j  and  we  humbly  beg 
leave  to  express  our  fervent  hope,  that  the 
glorious  struggle  in  which  the  Spanish  nation 
is  engaged,  aided  by  the  energies,  resources, 
and  magnanimity  of  the  British  empire, 
may  succeed,  not  only  in  asserting  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  but  in 
ultimately  effecting  under  the  protection  of 
divine  providence,  the  emancipation  of  Eu- 
rope, and  the  re-establishmenl  of  the  bless- 
ings of  peace. 

To  which  address  his  majesty  was  pleased 
to  return  the  following  most  gracious  answer; 
— I  thank  you  for  your  very  loyal  and  du'i- 
ful  address.  I  accept,  with  pleasure,  your 
congratulations  on  (he  prospect  opened  to 
the  world,  by  the  brave  and /oy/«/ exertions 
of  the  Spanish  ration,  against  the  tyranny 
and  usurpation  of  France,  and  on  the  re- 
establishment  of  peace  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Spain. —  In  aiding  the  efforts  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  I  have  been  actuated  by  no 
other  motive  than  that  of  affording  the  most 
effectual  and  disinterested  assistance  to  a  peo- 
ple, struggling  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
ANCIiLNT  government  and  national  inde- 
pendence.— I  have  no  doubt  I  shall  continue 
to  receive  from  you  and  from  all  classes  of 
my  people,  the  same  zealous  and  atFection- 
ate  support  which  I  have  experienced  on  so 
many,  and  on  such  important  occasions.     • 

They  were  all  received  very  graciously, 

and   had   the  honour  to kiss  his 

viajeshfs  hand  ! 

AMErac.\. — Letterfroin  Mr.  Jtjferson  to  the 
Delegates  of  the  Democratic  Republicans 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  general 
Committee  assemlled.  2r)th  May,  1808. 
The  epoch,  fellow-citizens,  into  which 
our  lot  has  fallen,  has  indeed  been  fruitful  of 
the  events,  which  require  vigilance  and  em- 
barrass deliberation.  That,  during  such  a 
period  of  difficulty,  and  amidst  the  perils 
surrounding  us,  the  public  measures  which 
have  been  pursaed  should  meet  your  appro- 
bation, is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction. — It 
was  not  expected,  in  this  age,  that  nations, 
so  honourably  distinguished  by  their  advances 
in  science  and  civilization,  would  suddenly" 
castaway  the  esteem  they  had  merited  from 
the  world,  and  revolting  from  the  empire  of 
morality,  assume  a  character  in  history, 
which  all  the  tears  of  their  posterity  will 
never  wash  from  its  pages. — But,  during  this 
delirium  of  the  warring  powers,  the  ocean 
having  become  a  field  of  lawless  violence,  a 
suspension  of  our  navigation,  for  a  time, 
was  equally  necessary  to  avoid  contest,  or 
enter  it  with  advantage.  This  measure  will 
indited   produce  some   temporary  inconve- 
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nience,  but  promises  lasting  good,  by  pro- 
moting among  ourselves,  the  establishment 
of  ni  ui'.itacturcs  liitherto  sought  abroad,  at 
the  risk  of  collisions  no  longer  regulated  by 
Jaws  of  reason  or  morality. — It  is  to  he  la- 
mented that  any  of  our  citizens,  not  think- 
ing with  the  mass  of  the  nation  as  to  the 
principles  of  our  government,  or  of  its  ad- 
ministration, and  seeing  all  its  proceedings 
with  a  p'ejud'ced  eye,  should  so  mi^^ton- 
ceive  and  misrepresent  our  situation  as  to 
encourage  aggression  from  foreign  nations. 
Our  cxpt^ctation  is,  that  their  distempered 
views  will  be  understood  by  others,  as  they 
are  by  ourselves.  But  should  war  be  tlie 
consequence  of  these  delusions,  and  the 
errors  of  our  dissatisfied  citiz;ens  find  atone- 
ment only  in  the  blood  of  their  sounder 
tireihren,  we  must  meet  it  as  an  evil  neces- 
sarily flowing  from  that  liberty  of  spe:iking 
and  writing  which  gu.^r.ls  our  other  liberties  5 
^nd  I  have  entire  confidence  in  the  assuratices 
that  your  ardour  will  be  animated,  in  the 
conflicts  brought  on,  by  considerations  of 
(he.  necessity,  honour,  and  justice  of  our 
cause. — 'I  sincerely  thank  you,  feIlow-ci;i- 
gens,  for  the  concern  you  so  kindly  express 
for  my  f  iture  hajipiness,  Jt  is  a  high  and 
abundant  reward  tor  endeavours  to  be  use- 
ful )  and  I  supplicate  the  care  of  providence 
over  the  well  being  of  yourselves  and  our 
beloved  country, 

Portugal. — Accovnl  of  recent  Transact'idiif, 
publishfd  at  (Jfiorlo,  QthJuly,  )8ow>  ^y 
authority  of  the.  pctrlizaTis  nf  the  Prince 
jtiegent,  nuiv  calling  iketnselves  the  Go- 
vernment. 

The  most  important  occurrence  that  could 
elevate  the  nation  to  glory  and  d'^nity  was 
reserved  for  our  days,  which  wiil  serve  to 
transmit  to  posterity  the  illustrious  name  of 
the  heroic  i^ortuguese,  and  to  note  in  the 
records  of  this  fine  and  opulent  city,  the  im- 
piQrtal  e|)ocli  of  its  restoration,  and  that  she 
gave  the  alarm  to  the  whole  kingdom. — I'iie 
most  cordial  love  to  the  best  of  princes,  sti- 
mulated all  hearts  in  Tortngal,  to  oppose 
the  most  unjust  and  most  standalous  usur- 
p.^lion.  The  most  unlimited  oppress  ons,  the 
violation  of  all  rights,  and  theabsolute  disre- 
spect of  the  most  sacred  duties,  armed  every 
inhabitant  to  shake  off  the  tyrannic  yoke 
that  n;)j)res,sed  them.  P. it  the  dispenser  of 
empires  had  reserved  to  this  city  the  pre- 
rogative of  leading  the  way,  and  stimulating 
hy  (Is  example  fnery  body  to  emnncipate  1 
thin  kingdom  — For  this  purpose  he  raised 
amongst  us    persons   of  genius,    resolution,  I 


veins  of  our   lawful   sovereign,  whom  the 
hand  of  the  Omnipotent  has  preserved  from 
the     wicked     one,    who   persecuted    him, 
opened  the  way  tothe  most  disastrous  events, 
which,  after  having   overrun  the   continent 
with   misery,    desolation,  and  death,  were 
ab<HU  to  etfect  the  complete   destruction  of 
our  happy   peninsula,    peiiidy,    simulation, 
and  a  con)bination    of  all  artifices    being  the 
forerunner  of  this  oppression  and  tyranny- 
violence  and  the  most  daring  ambition,  its 
followers  of  that  monstrous   man,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  cruel  revo'utions,     which,  for 
these    nineteen  years,     has  upset  .so   many 
thrones,  and  ruined  so  many    people  ;  who 
has  made  a  traffic  in  kingdoms  and  in    men  ; 
who  has  put  on   the  mask   of  religion    the 
more  impudently  to   prolane   it  ;   who     has 
displayed   to  advantage  all  sorts  of  crimes, 
wiliiout  being  impeded  by  the    Icti it  glimpse 
i  of  morality,  or  kept  back  by  remor.se  j  that 
}  celebrated     Napoleon,  whom     vile   flattery 
I  and  its  followers,  or,    with  more    propriety 
I  whom  the  fear  of  his  tyrannies,  has    rai.sed 
i  to  the  most  elevated  unnierited  titles  j   after 
having  announced  by  his  representative  Juuot 
to  our  desolate  nation^  that   he  would   pro- 
tect  us,  dared    to  conceive   in    his   illusive 
ideas,  and  to  utter  without   a  blush    "  that 
th  house  of  Braganza  had  ceased  to  reign  it) 
Bortugal."     Unthinking  man  !  What  right, 
what  convention    authorizes     this    iniquity 
and  usur[)aiiou?     Who  constituted  Napoleon 
the  universal  tutor  of  kings  and  of  nations.* 
Who  devolved  on  him    the   succession   of 
thrones  wrested  by  his  tyranny  from  their 
legitimate  possessors  ?     Who  entrusted  him 
wiih  that  extraordinary   and  famous  protec- 
tion    which     authorises  the   .'■poliation    of 
private   property,  and  the  trampling   under 
foot  of  all  -ii^hts  and  privileges,  that  destroys 
and  confounds  all    order  ?     The  most  mani* 
fest  hatred  arose  in  the  hearts  of  the  nation, 
on  its  observing  the  accumulation  of  injustice 
and  barbarity,  with  the  most  scandalous  in- 
decency ;   then  began  the  vision  of   protec- 
tion to  dissolve  :   forty  millions  of  crusaders 
were  levied  on  this  unhappy   country  as   an 
extiaordinary  contribution  of  war,  a  country 
which    the   absence   of  its   beloved    prince, 
the  invasion  by  numerous   troops,  the    total 
stagnation  of  commerce,    and    the  discou- 
ragement of  industry  and  arts,   h.:d  reducec4 
to   the  greatest  distress  :  but  this  is  not  all 
those   40.000,000  ver«^  for  the  redemption 
of  all  private   property)  how   had  this  been 
forfeited  ?  Was  it  by  our  unbounded  patience 
in  sutl'ering  their  txiortions?  by  tiie  docility 
with  which  tiieir  hard  and  oppressive  yoke 
3n4  vigour,  capable    ofatchieving  so   illus-  |  was  borne  r  by  the  meekness  with  which  wo 
Wtous  a  purpose.     The  fatal  day  that   depri-      |"ac<jived  our  tyrants  ?     Posterity  will  hardly 
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believe  tlielr  impudence  and  immorality 
could  ever  reach  such  a  length.  —  The  pro- 
jnised  protection  went  on  in  this  way.  The 
patrimony  of  the  temples,  the  ornaments  of 
the  sanctuary,  the  inheritance  of  its  sacred 
ministers,  were  all  insufficient  for  the 
insatiable  thirst  of  the  oppressor  of  the  con  • 
tii>ent.  The  national  dignity  disappeared  — 
all  public  employments  were  given  to  the  less 
jtiformed  and  the  less  worthy,  who,  dis- 
countenanced in  their  own  country,  shewed 
amongst  us  a  ruatchless  effrontery,  and  who 
appeared  to  be  influenced  by  the  most  inso- 
lent pride  and  the  most  sordid  avarice.  Our 
limits  prevent  us  from  tracing  the  picture  of 
the  odious  person  styled  the  deputy  of  polio* 
in  this  city,  it  is  more  faitl^fully  engraved  in 
the  indignation  and  remembrance  of  every 
one  here.  The  moment  of  liberty  was  how- 
ever approaching  ;  our  valourous  neighbours 
the  noble  Spaniards,  at  length  opened  their 
eyes.  The  perlidious  manner  in  which  the 
reigning  family  of  Spain  were  betrayed, 
roused  the  vengeance  of  that  nation  ;  and  as 
soon  as  we  were  able,  we  have  shewn  that 
■we  still  are  what  we  have  been,  and  what 
our  forefathers  have  been  before  us.  the 
most  faithful  and  the  most  loyal  to  our  prince 
and  the  most  capable  of  restoring  his  wished 
for  empire  and  our  liberty. — At  length  the 
evening  of  the  ]  8rh  day  of  June,  1808, 
offered  the  most  brilliant  and  pleasmg  ."-cene 
to  the  generous  Portuguese.  These  faithful 
and  valourous  men,  who  were  straogers  to 
fear,  despised  all  dangers,  and  actuated  by 
that  energy  and  faithful  character  that 
distinguish  our  nation,  erected  the  standafd 
of  restoration,  and  in  the  name  of  their  re- 
ligion, and  in  obedience  to  their  sacred 
oaths,  proclaimed  anew  the  most  exalted 
and  powerful  prince  the  lord  don  John, 
prince  regent  of  Portugal,  our  lawful  sove- 
reign. In  this  moment  of  glory,  however, 
we  were  surrounded  by  dangers:  a  column 
of  the  French  army' was  marching  to  this 
city;  without  arms,  without  troops  of  the 
line,  and  only  with'  two  hundred  artillery- 
men and  some  .niilitia,  we  were  in  extreme 
danger ;  but  We  had  valouri  and  genius 
equnltoour  situation.  Those  who  endea- 
voured to  liberate;their  country,    have   their 

eulogitimiu  theirjDwn  conduct. Cannon 

and  ammunitiiiuh^id  been  previously  obtain- 
ed, the  necossarjf'  dispositions  had  been 
made  for  thu  defence^- ot  the  bridge, 
and  the  pas?5age  of  the  river  Douro  : 
all  the  points  of  defence  had  been 
reconnoitred,  as  also  all  the  entrances 
to  the  city.  The  execution  of  &  plan  was  in 
contemplation  among  the  Portuguese,  and 
they  had  to  conquer  the  i-Uusions  of  some. 
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and  the  fear  of  others,  and  the  more  neces" 
sity  there  was  for  delay,  the  more  the  project 
was  menaced  with  ruin.  The  signal  for  the 
acclamation  was  given  and  for  arming  ;  the 
orders  were  i»sued  and  executed  with  eqtiHl 
ardour  in  a  moment  ;  30  artillerymen,  wiih 
tour  field-pieces,  which  covered  the  van  and 
rear  of  two  bodies,  of  10  men  each,  all  that 
remained,  prevented  all  opposition.  The 
arsenals  were  opened,  and  the  people  took 
arms.  Some  corps  of  the  militia  were  for  a 
while  irresolute,  owing  to  the  unexpected 
circumstances  which  had  taken  place,  but 
these  were  soon  determined  ;  the  royal 
standard  was  displayed,  and  the  august  name 
of  his  royal  highness  sounded  from  all  quar- 
ters. All  the  officers  whom  they  met  joined 
them,  and  took  the  oath  of  honour,  which 
excited  enthusiasm  and  affection  :  the  posts 
were  distributed,  and  every  one  was  at  work ; 
the  Major  Raymundo  Jose  Pinheiro,  com- 
mander of  (he  fort  of  St.  Joan  de  Foz  at 
(he  mouth  of  the  river,  known  for  hisfidelity> 
energy,  and  love  for  our  prince,  concerted 
the  most  able  dispositions  f;>r  defence,  and 
for  directing  the  people  The  enihusia-.ni 
and  energy  cannot  be  described  ;  upwards  of 
50,000  persons  were  provided  with  arms  and 
ammunition ;  and  from  that  night  the  city  wai 
in  a  state  of  defence,  and  waited  the  enemy 
with  impatience,  but  he  fled. — On  the  mor- 
ning of  the  ](}rh,  the  protection  of  the  Al- 
mighty being  implored,  and  prayers  of 
thanksgiving  having  been  offered  up  with  as 
much  piety  as  fervour,  in  the  cathedral  of 
this  city,  a  provisional  government  was  elec- 
ted, composed  of  the  most  excellent  and 
reverend  Don  Antonio,  of  St,  Joseph  and 
Castro,  bishop  of  the  (!^.iocese,  president, 
and  eight  members  cf  the  diflerent  classes, 
viz.  of  ecclesiastics.  Doctor  Dezembargrj- 
dor;  provizor  of  the  bishoprick,  iManBel 
Lopes  Loureiro  ;  and  the  Doctor  Dezen^bar- 
grador,  vicar  general  ;  Jose  Dia?  de  Oliyeim^ 
of  the  military  ;  major  Ant  de  Silva  iPinlo  •' 
and  the  captain  commanding  the  artillery  \f 
tlie  body  of  magestrature  of  the  reia-am, 
the  dezembaigrador  Jose  de  Mello  Freire  ; 
judge  for  the  crown  and  the  dezem- 
bargrador  of  Agravos,  Luir  de  Sequeiro 
de  Game  Ayala  ;  of  the  bodv  of  the 
citizens,  Antonio  Mathews  Fi'iere  de 
Andrdde,  and  Antonio  Ribeiro  Braga  ;  iil 
this  junta  the  supreme  authority  is  vested, 
until  his  royal  highness  shall  order  to  the 
contrary,  or  the  lawful  government  ^hnl]  be 
restored  in  the  capital ;  it  is  its  duty  to  main- 
tain the  laws,  usages,  customs,  and  privi- 
leges tf  the  nation,  as  far  as  they  are  con- 
sistent with  th.e  present  circumstancesapd  de* 
fence  o.  the  country.  The  most  profound  me- 
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dilation  could  not  prodnce  a  nioic  judicious 
election,  wisdom,  dexterity,  energy,  disin- 
terestedness ;  the  most  marked  fidelity  and 
roost  acknowledged  patriotism,  are  the 
distinguishing  qualities  tlmt  compose  the 
character  of  the  most  excellent  and  reverend 
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tliercfore  necessary  that  the  characteristic 
marks  of  these  two  euterprise3  should  be 
kept  as  distinct  as  their  ends  are  opposite— 
that  as  crimes  rendered  the  French  rLvolution 
abominable,  so  virtues  sh;'ll  signalize  our 
restoration,     Ti)at  we  may  breathe  nothing 


president,    and   the   respective  members  of  <  else  but  the  lev?  of  our   sovereign   and  our 


'  the  supreme  council.  The  most  efficient 
measures  have  been  taken  for  the  uninter- 
rnpted  security  within,  and  defence  without. 
The  love  of  our  sovereign  and  country  is  ex- 
pressed by  every  tongue.  The  general 
emotion  amongst  the  inhabitants,  the  con- 
tinual chiming  of  the  bells,  and  a  splendid 
illumination  in  every  quarter  of  the  city 
for  three  nights,  all  announced  tlie  satis- 
faction with  which  every  heart  overfloved. 
Contributions  have  been  voluntarily  otTered 
—valiant  young  men  fljok  to  the  royal 
standard   from  all  parts — the  secular  and  le- 


conntty,  taking  care  not  to  pollute  the  glo- 
rious end  we  propose  to  ourselves,  that  of 
railing  back  to  us  our  august  sovereign. — On 
the  18th  day  of  June  last,  the  most  excellent 
Hernardino  Freirede  Andrade  arrived  in  this 
city,  who  had  been  nominated  governor  of 
the  arms  and  of  its  district  by  the  piince 
regent,  and  who  had  suspended  this  employ- 
ment in  consci]uence  of  the  absence  of  our 
sovereign.  He  comes  forth,  however,  as 
soon  as  his  royal  government  is  restored,  and 
the  detence  of  the  state  gives  binn  an  oppor- 
tunity of    displaying   his    fidelity,    and    of 


gular  clergy  present  a  fresh  and  glorious  ies-  j   augmenting  tht-  glory  of  the  royal  service. 


timonyof  their  religions  and  social  virtues  ; 
they  form  the  corps  for  the  defence  of  the 
state,  and  the  guard  of  the  city  is  under  (he 
command  of  the  illustrious  dean.  The  best 
order  and  haimony  prevails  amongitt  the 
inhabitants  of  every  description,  energy  and 
valour  increase  every  instant  j  these  virtues 
xnusthavetheir  eft'tct  on  tiie  common  enemy  ; 
he  well  knows  that  general  Loyson,  after 
crossing  (he  Douro,  has  been  chased  by  the 
people  of  Guimaraens,  Braga,  and  Tras  os 
Montes,  that  he  flies  with  precipitation,  but 
cannot  avoid  the  valorous  Trans  M^intanos, 
who  still  follow  him,  making  great  havock 
in  hi.s  disbanded  division,  killing  his  superior 
officers,  and  taking  from  him  important 
spoil*.  We  shall  gi\e  a  more  cnx-umstantial 
account  of  these  successes  ;  they  strengthen 
las  in  our  confident  hopes  that  the  empire  of 
usurpation,  perfivly,  and  seduction,  will  be 
annihilated,  and  that  the  better  caiise  will 
have  the  better  end,  and  that  the  restoration 
of  our  arniable  prince  will  crown  our  wishes 
and  bring  back  those  days  of  felicity  so 
vi  ,Iently  interrupted. — Groat,  are  the  presages 
of  our  prosperity,  from  the  pron)pt  re-esta- 
blishment of  public  order,  tlie  absence  of 
crimes,  the  moderation  and  peace  tiiat  pre- 
vail among  all.  The  government  that 
directs  us  spares  no  pains  to  complete  our 
happiness.  A  wise  and  vigilant  magis- 
trate presides  in  the  police  department,  who 
punishes  the  wicked  and  protects  die  good 
.subjects  of  his  royal  highness.  It  becomes 
us  to  observe  a  corresponding  demeanour,  by 
obeying,  by  confiding  in  our  government, 
and  by  uniting  amongst  ourselves.  Our  ob- 
jects are  no  less  than  the  glorious  re-establish- 
ment of  our  rfligitHP,  and  the  restoration  to 
tiie  throne  of  our  lawful  sovereign, — It  is 


PoRTUG.\L. — London,  22il  July,  1808  — 
Extract  of  twn  Letters  received  by  his 
Efcelleniy  the  Portuguese  Minister,  from 
Mr.  Patrick  Farral,  the  Portui^uese  Ji^ent 
at  GdraUar,  June  30. 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  excellen- 
cy, that  on  the  Kith  of  this  month  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Algarva  rose  agamst  the  French 
proclaiming  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
regent,  our  master,  for  their  only  true  and 
legitimate  sovereign  :  the  French  governor, 
and  all  those  of  that  nation,  holding  public 
situations  under  him,  were  made  prisoners. 
Many  of  the  French  were  killed  ;  the  rest 
throwing  down  their  arms,  sought  their 
safely  in  a  shameful  flight.  A  supreme  junta 
is  already  established  in  Faro,  the  capital  of 
that  kingdom,  in  the  name  of  his  royal 
highness,  which  is  composed  of  the  following 
persons  : — President — His  Excellency  the 
Comit  of  Castko  Marim.  Vice-President 
— His  Excellency  the  liishop  of  Algahva. 
For  the  Clergy — The  Rev.  the  Auch  Dean 
of  the  IJEE,  and  Rev.  Antonio  Luis  de 
Macedo.  For  the  Nobility — Dezemb£R- 
GADOR  Jose  Duarte  da  Silva  Negrao. 
Jose  Berna(?do  ve  Gama,  and  JoAauiM 
Felipe  de  Landhksete.  For  the  People 
— Miguel  de  O.  the  younger,  captain  of  the 
ordenancas,  and  Joao  Aleixo.  Secretary 
—  Doctor  Ventura. 

Tiie  Junta  is  occupied  in  preparing  witl^ 
the  greatest  activity  the  means  of  completing 
this  heroic  undertaking.  An  express  has 
just  arived  here  from  Tavira,  from  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Count  of  Castro  Marim,  re- 
questing arms,  &c.  from  the  Governor  cf 
this  place,  who  sent  what  arms,  powder, 
and  shot  he  could  spare,  having  sent  large 
quantities  to  Spain.    Messengers  have  aij>o 
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arrived  here  from  Silves  and  Faro,  making 
the  same  recjuest,  but  which  could  not  be 
complied  with,  the  governor  not  having  any 
to  spare.  The  Portuguese  officers  who  were 
here,  waiting  an  opportunity  to  go  to  the 
Brazils,  have  returned,  lull  of  joy,  to  join 
their  regiments   in  Algarva. 

Spanish   Revolution. — (Continued   from 

p.  ]5g.)  -  Edict  published  in  I  he   hlawJ. 

of  Majorca. 

Don  Ferdinand  VII.  king  of  Spain  and 
adjacent  islands,  &c.  and  in  his  royal  name 
his  excellency  the  C^iptain  General  of  his 
array  and  kingdom,  I  make  it  known  to 
the  faithful  and  loyal  inhabitants  of  this 
island,  that  last  night  I  convened  in  my 
palace  a  meeting  composed  of  all  tlie  con- 
stituted authorities,  to  lay  before  them  the 
course  which  ought  to  be  pursued  under 
the  existing  circumstances,  in  which  both 
my  loyalty  and  the  unanimous  wish  of  the 
people  require  that  we  should  continue  to 
acknowledge  Ferdinand  VI I.  as  our  lawful 
soveieign  ;  in  consequence  whereof,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  upon,  that  these  islands 
shall  continue  faithful  to  his  majesty  Ferdi- 
nand Yll.  ;  to  which  end,  and  that  we 
may  have  the  benetit  of  the  full  exercise 
of  the  rights  of  sovereignty  in  his  name, 
as  far  as  required,  a  board  was  appointed, 
which  will  begin  this  very  evening  to  ex- 
ercise the  same,  and  publish  what  may  be 
deemed  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  this 
island.  A  Te  Dmm  shall  be  sung,  and 
then  shall  be  a  Icvee,  royal  salute,  and  illu- 
mination.— Don  Juan  Niguel  de  Vives. 
By  command  of  his  excellency,  and  as 
secretary  authorised  by  the  board. — Bar- 
TOLOME  JosiAS.  Royal  Cdstlc  of  Pabna,  ! 
May  30,    1808.  i 

The  supreme  board  has  sent   me  the  fol-   j 
lowing   letter  :  —  Most   Serene   Sir, — Don   | 
Dionisis  Capaz,  member  of  this  board,  and   | 
an  ensign  in  the  navy,  accompanied  by   th^   i 
Portuguese  captain  Don  Sebastian  Martinez,   | 
is  going  in  the  name  of  this  board  to  inform 
your  most  serene  highness  of  the    occurren- 
ces which  have  lately   taken  place,    and   as 
they  are    thought  important,    it   has   been 
deemed  requisite  that  he  should  give  you   a 
verbal  account  of  the  same,    that   you  may 
take  the  resolutions,    and   send  us   the   as- 
sistance which  we  stand  in   need   of. — May 
God,  ice.  &c.     The  Maruuis  De  Caisir. 
Jyamonte,  June  20,    1808. 

The  purport  of  this  verbal  information 
is,  that  the  French  have  been  driven  from 
the  forts  on  the  risfht  banks  of  the  Oua- 
diana,  opposite  to  Ayamonte.  The  inha- 
"biiauts  of  the  l^ft,  assisted  by  a  few  regu- 
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lars  wlio  were  there,  and  a  handful  of 
armed  Portuguese,  have  beaten  the  French 
by  which  they  were  garrisoned,  and  hoisted 
the  Spanish  flag  in  every  one  of  thcin* 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  amounts  to  yi  prison, 
ers,  and  several  killed  — The  whole  of  the 
kingdom  of  Algarva  is  in  a  state  of  insur- 
rection ;  Villa  Real  and  Castromarin,  as 
well  as  the  batteries  of  Carnasquera  and 
St.  Anson  have  been  taken  possession  of. 
The  rebel  iSfallet  has  been  handcuffed,  and 
let  down  into  a  dry  well  with  twenty-six 
other  individuals  :  the  remainder  of  the 
French  troops  have  fled  to  the  mountains, 
Taviro,  Faro,  and  Aillon,  are  up  in  arms, 
and  the  military  chests  of  the  French  have 
been  seized  :  the  Spanisli  troops  above 
m.entioned  consisted  of  Catalonians,  pro- 
vincials, and  a  small  number  of  Murcians. 
— A  Portuguese  captain  is  come  to  inform 
the  board,  that  Algarva  and  the  whole  king- 
dom wish  to  be  under  its  protection,  in  the 
name  of  Ferdinand  Vil. 
Manifesto  of  the  Junta  at  Seville,  June  14, 
180S. 
The  supreme  council  of  government 
gives  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  city, 
and  of  all  the  districts  under  their  command, 
that  by  several  deserters  who  have  arrived 
here  from  the  French  army,  encamped  in 
the  environs  of  Cordova,  intelligence  has 
been  received,  tliat  there  are  a  great  many 
among  those  troops  who  are  desirous  to 
come  over  to  'as,  moved  by  the  justice  of 
our  cause,  but  that  they  dare  not  do  it  from 
fear  of  b?ing  murdered  in  our  roads  and 
places,  on  account  of  the  hatred,  which, 
they  suppose,  is  universally  entertained 
against  the  French,  and  also  against  the 
Swiss,  and  other  foreigners,  who  do  not 
distinctly  speak  our  language.  The  great 
mischief  occasioned  by  rumours  of  this 
description  ought  the  more  to  be  ol*.  iated, 
as  if  we  succeed  to  refute  tliem,  we  shall 
not  only  increase  our  own  forces,  but  also 
diminish  those  of  the  enemy,  and  compel 
them  to  surrender,  as  we  shall  then  be 
thoroughly  informed  of  the  state,  situation, 
and  position  which  they  take,  and  then  be 
able  to  attack  them  with  advantage,  and 
out  off  their  retreat.  The  supreme  ccuRcil 
accordingly  ordoins  and  directs/  that  the 
said  deserters  shall  be  received  with  the 
utmost  kindness,  and  furnished  with  pro- 
visions and  other  necessaries  which  they  may 
stand  in  need  of,  directing  them  to  be  sent 
to  the  justices  of  the  respective  districts, 
and  of  our  nearest  miliiarv  commanders, 
who  will  send  them  to  this^supreme  council, 
or  to  tie  captain  general  of  our  army, 
should  he  be  nearer,  who  wiU,  in  that  case. 
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give  tliem  such  destination  as   shall   appear  ?  mv  against  whom  we  fight  is  rash,  and  will 


most  t^xpeUient ;  it  b^iiig  well  understood, 
that  if  troiii  an  indiscreet  zeal,  or  other 
motive,  this  useful  oidinnnce  should  not  be 
complied  with,  the  clfenders  shall  be 
punished  with  (h'^   utmost   severity,    as    all 


al^ord  lre(]'!e:it  opportuiiilies  for  you  to  exer- 
cisf  your  skill  .ind  your  courage.  If,  espe- 
cially, the  iciwless  bauds  wliich  violate  our 
city  of  Madrid,  and  their  coiDmander  Ma- 
rat,   should    venture    t(»    approacli    us,     we 


the  people  ought  implicitly  to  rely  on    the   j  should  receive  the  intelligence  with  the  high- 


vigilance  of  this  supreme  council,  and  on 
their  great  and  gdlant  army.  'I'he  supreme 
council  t'urther  directs,  (hat  all  Frenchmen, 
who  reside  among  U'*,  after  thev  shall  have 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  obtained 
letters  of  safeguird,  shall  not  be  any  ways 
molested,  but  shall,  on  the  contrary,  be 
left  in  tranq'iil  possession  of  their  property, 
commerce,  and  trade,  a  proceeding  dictated 
both  by  equity  and  justice,  and  by  a  proper 
attention  to  the  public  cause  }  the  justices 
ot  the  diffvjreut  districts  being  nevertheless 
obliged  to  watch  their  conduct.  And,  in 
order  that  this  manifesto  may  be  universally 
known,  it  shall  be  posted  in  the  usual  pla- 
ces, and  transmitted  to  all  the  justices  of 
the  ditl'erent  places,  that  they  may  be  able 
to  attend  to  (he  strict    performance   thereot". 


est  satisfaction;  we  would  anticipate  their 
expectations,  and  meet  them  half  way. — 
Aragouese  1  if  tlie  battle  of  Saragossa  had 
been  gained  by  these  intruders,  we  should 
have  heard  their  babbling  of  the  victories  of 
Marengo,  Austerlitz,  and  Jena,  acquired 
by  the  same  valour.  Although  the  conquest 
we  have  effected  has  been  sanguinary,  yet 
it  has  been  glorious.  Do  you  consider  it  as 
a  trifling  commencement  of  your  future 
tiiumphs,  under  the  powerful  assistance  of 
your  illustrious  leader  and  patron  ? 
Proclamation  of  King  Joseph  Napoleon ; 
Bayonve,  20tkJinie,   1808. 

JoSEril.      KING    OF    NaI'LHS      AND     SiGILY, 

to  the    people    of  the  kingdom  of 

Naplks  : 

Providence,  vi-hose  designs   are  inscruta- 


Given   in  our   royal   palace  of   Alvazas,   ;  ble,  having  called  us  to  the  throne  of  Spain 


in  Seville, — Juan  Bautista  Pardo,  See. 
General  Pakifox's  Proclamathm  after  the 
Battle  of  Saragossa,  [yth  June,  1608, 
Conquerors  of  the  haughty  French  !  — 
Aragonese  ! — You  have  proved  yourselves  to 
be  worthy  of  your  name.  That  multitude 
of  proud  warriors,  triumphant  in  every  other 
part  of  Europe,  ceased  to  retain  the  charac- 
ter of  conquerors  when  they  came  before 
you.  You  are  inferior  both  in  discipline 
and  numbers ;  because  one-twentieth  part 
of  our  forces  have  not  entered  into  action, 
having  been  incapable  of  uniting.  But 
your  zeal  has  overcome  every  diHicuky. 
The  musketry  in  which  your  enemies  place 
so  much  confidence,  are  weak  instruments 
of  thc-r  power  when  you  appear  before 
them  :  you  look  at  them  with  courage,  and 
they  fall  at  your  leet. — Aragonese  !  the 
result  of  our  first  attempt  has  been  to  leave 
on  the  field  of  '.jatile  ]  8,00O  enemies,  com- 
posing a  complete  army,  which  had  the  au- 
dacity to  provoke  our  resentment.  We  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  get  possession  of  all 
th.!  property  and  baggage,  of  which  tlie 
peojjie  have  been  infaniou'ily  plundered,  in 
the  countries  through  which  this  army  pas- 
sed. (.)nr  lo  s  consists  only  from  I/OO  to 
2000  killed,  and  an  equal  number  wounded  : 
a  los-i  bearing  no  comparison  to  the  triumi>h 
ve  have  obtained.  I'heir  preciou.s  blof)d  is 
ahed  in  the  field  of  glory,  on  their  own 
territory  ;  and  these  ble^seil  n^artyrs  demand 
new  victims  ;  let  us  prepare  (or  the  sacrifice 
— Aragonesc!   be  not  impaliwut.     The  ene- 


and  the  Indies,  we  have  found  ourseltes  in 
the  cruel  predicament  of  withdrawing  our- 
selves fVoni  a  people  who  had  so  many  claims 
to  our  attachment,  and  whose  happiness  was 
our  most  gratifying  hope,  and  the  only  ob- 
ject of  our  ambition.  He  who  alone  can 
read  the  hearts  of  men,  can  judge  of  the 
sincerity  of  our  sentiments,  in  opposition  to 
which  we  have  yielded  to  their  impressions, 
and  accepted  a  kingdom,  the  government 
of  which  has  been  put  into  our  hands,  in 
virtue  of  the  renunciation  of  the  rights  to 
the  crown  of  Spain,  which  our  illustrious 
brother,  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the 
French  and  king  of  Italy,  had  acquired. — 
In  this  important  situation,  considering  that 
institutions  are  alone  capable  of  duration, 
we  reflected  with  regret,  that  your  social  con- 
stitution was  still  imperfect,  and  thought 
that  the  further  we  had  removed  from  you, 
so  much  the  more  incumbent  upon  us  was 
it  to  secure  your  present  and  future  welfare 
by  all  the  means  in  o  •/  ))ower.  For  these 
reasons  wc  have  put  the  last  hand  to  our 
labours,  and  fixed  the  constitutional  statute 
upon  princijjles  already  partially  adopted, 
and  which  ate  more  conformable  to  the  age 
in  which  we  live,  the  mutual  relations  of 
the  neighbouring  states,  and  the  disposition 
of  the  nation,  which  we  have  employed 
ourselves  to  ascertain  ever  since  we  were 
called  to  rule  over  it. — The  principal  objects 
which  guided  us  in  our  labours,  were: — 1. 
The  preservation  of  our  holy  religion. — 2. 
The  establislmiciit  of  a  public  treasury,  se- 
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parate  ani!  dislinct  from  the  Ivereditary  pro- 
perty of  tlie  crovvi].--3.  The  esiablishment 
of  an    intennediate   adininislTati<jn,    and    a 
national  parliament,  capable  of  enlighteniu;^ 
the   prince,    and  of  performing   important 
services   both  to  him  and  the  nation.— 4    A 
judicial  organization,   which  shall  render  the 
decisions  of  the  court  of  justice  independent 
on  the  will  of  the  prince,  and  make  all  tlte 
citizens  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law. — 5.  A 
municipal    administration,    which    shall    be 
the   property  of  no  man,  but  to  which  all, 
without   distinction,  shall  be   admissible. — ■ 
6.  The  maintenance  of  the  regulations  which 
we  have   made  for  securing  the  payments 
to   the   creditors  of  the  state. — His  majesty 
the  emperor  of  the  French  and  king  of  Ita- 
ly,   our    illu'^trious     brother,    having  been 
pleased  to  confer  upon  this  act  his  powerful 
guarantee,  we  are  assured,  that  our  hopes 
with  regard  to  the  prosperity  of  our  beloved 
people  of  the  kmgdom  of  Naples,  thus  re- 
posing upon  his  widespread  glory,  shall  not 
experience  disappointment. 
Constitutio7ial  Statute   of  the   Kingdom    oj 
Naples  and  Sicily. 
Joseph    Napoleon,    king   of  Naples   and 
Sicfly,  French   prince,  grand  elector  of  the 
empire,  willing   to  contirm,  by  a  constitu- 
tional  statute  those  fundamental  principles, 
by  which  the  monarch  is  to  be  governed, 
has  decreed,  and  does  decree  the  following  :  — 
1.  OF   RELIGION — The  Calholic,   Apostolic, 
and   Romish  religion  is  the  religion   of  the 
state. — II.  OF  THE  CROWN — The  crown  of 
Naples  shall  be  hereditary,  in   the  right  of 
male  issue,  accoiding  to  the  primogeniture 
of  birth. — III.  OF    the  regency — I.  The 
king  is  a  minor  till  he  attains  the  age  of  18 
years. — 2.  In  case  of  the  prince's  minority, 
the  regency  will,  by  right,  devolve  upon  the 
queen  ;  and  in  her  ab.^ence,  to  a  prince  of 
the  blood  royal,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
emperor  of  the  French,  in  his  capacity  as 
head  of  the  imperial  lamily  ;   and  in  failure 
thereof  of  a  prince  of  the  blood,  the  choice 
will  devolve  upon  the  nation. — 3.  The  year- 
ly  salary  of  the  regency    is  confined  to  a 
fourth  of  the   grant  to  the  crown. — 4.  The 
education  of  the  minor  king  is  entrusted  to  his 
motiier.  and  in   her  absence,  to   the  prince 
nominated  by  the  predecessor  of  the  minor. 
— The  remaining  articles  relate  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  crown,   the  ministers,  the  coun- 
cil of  state,  &:c.     The  article  respecting  the 
parliament  confines  the  number  of  members 
to  one  hundred,  who  are  to  be  divided  into 
five  classes,  viz.  the  ecclesiastics,  the  nobles, 
the  holders  of  landed  property,  the  learned, 
and  the  merchants. 

Order  of  the  Junta  of  Badajos,  2lst  June, 
1S08. 
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A  re.'^pectablc  person  of  this  city   received 
a  letter  yesterday  by  the  po^t,    written  by  a 
])ricst  to  his  broif.er,     to    the   follovy-ing    ef* 
feet  :^-It  is  notorious  that   Mirat,    npprizctl 
that  in  various  places  they  opened  the  maiii, 
and    killed    thcjso    persons    v>  ho    favour    th« 
French    interest,  has  adopted    the   infamous 
plan  of  writing  to  the  magistrates  elected  by 
the  people,    a  letter  to    the  following  pur* 
port: — Sir,    I  observe  zvhat  yon    write  vid^ 
and  on  such  a  day  will  arrive  in  your  neigh* 
bourhood,  irith  the  number  oj  trench  troupt 
you  desire,   in  order    to   restrain    the  revolii^ 
(ionisli. — Such  are    the  contents  ;    and   the 
object  is,  manifestly,  that  when  the   letters 
are  opened,  treason  may  be  attributed   to  the 
new  commanders,  and  thus  their  death  may 
be  occasioned,  and  tl:e  aimy  of  the    patriot;* 
be    let't    without  leaders. -^This   expedient, 
which  has  been  detected,  gives  some  idea  of 
the  precaution  necessary  to  avoid  the   conse- 
quence  of    the   perfidy  of    Murat  and    his 
agents,  who  are  endeavouring  to  spread  dis- 
cord and  confusion  among  the  people  in  eveiy 
possible  direction.     If  union  and  good  order 
be  not   preserved,    we   shall  never  accom- 
plish the  purpo.se  we  have   in  view,  which 
is  to  defend  oUr  religion,  our   country,  and 
our  beloved  sovereign   Ferdinand  VII.     Be 
valiant   and    lojal  ;    respect   the  magistrates 
and  consiituted  authorities;     forget  private 
resentments,   and  all  will  be  attained. 
Proclamation  at  Badajos,  2/1  k  June,    180S. 
It  appears  that   the  divine   blessmg  again 
attends  us  and  the  generalissimo.     Our  Lady 
of  Pilar   has   given    us  a  new    proof  of  hc-r 
favour  and  protection.     After  the  French  had 
fallen   in    the    battles   of   Tudella,    Mallen, 
Gaul,  and  Arragcn,   in    which    places    they 
appeared  to  the  number  of  five  or  six   thou- 
sand, an  army  of  12,000  French  had  orders 
to  enter  Saragossa  on    the  day   of   Corpus 
Chrlsti,  and  the  con;mand  was,  that  the  town 
should  be  penetrated  although  only  one    sol- 
dier remained  to  descend  from  the  ramparts. 
By  the  miraculous  interference  of  the   Holy 
Virgin,  a  battle  was  fought    by    the  patriots 
against  these  troops,  at  the  distance  of   only 
a  gun-shot  from  Saragossa.       All  the  Frencli 
I   were    put   to  the   sword,     not  a  single   man 
j   remained  to  tell  the  dismal  narrative    to  his 
I   countrymen.     The  Anagonese  fought    like 
furies^  and  as  they  approached    the   enemy, 
they  threw  away  their   muskets   and  rushed 
upon    the  plain    regardless    of    life.      Four 
hundred  horses  whi-ch  remained,  and  2/ bag- 
gage waggons,  were  taken  after  this  victory. 
!   Our  loss,  it  is  supposed,  has  been  great,  but 
'   without  considerable  s.icr.fice3   ns)   such  tri* 
I   umphs  can  be  acquired  ;     conquest  however 
i  will  amply  repay  us  (he  loss  we   .sustain. — 
;  This  is  comtiiunicated  to  the  public  fo;    ;u 
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Satisfaction,  by  order  of  the  junta.  Antonio 
Ber;;rr,  Sec. 

Extraordinary  Gazette  of  Saragassa  of  the 
3d  July,  1803. 
The  dny  before  yesterday,  the  Jst  instant, 
about  midnight,  the  French  army  encamped 
in  the  environs  of  this  capital,  beg^in  to 
bombard  the  town,  and  continued  the  bom- 
bardment until  the  evening  of  the  following 
day  :  during  which  time,  upwards  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred  bombs  and  shells, 
were  llirown  into  the  place.  The  French 
cavalry  and  infantry  attacked  some  of  the 
gates;  but  the  heroic  valour  of  the  inhabi- 
tants and  troops  of  the  line  succeeded  in 
destroying,  by  a  well  directed  tire,  which 
was  kept  up  \v\ih  uncommon  briskness,  all 
who  came  withintherangeof  theirguns.  T!ie 
neighbouring  fields  were  sU'ewed  with  the 
dead  bodies  of  the  French.  The  patriots 
bravely  maintained  their  post,  amidst  the 
numberless  bombs  and  shells  which  struck 
their  batteries. — In  theatternoon  of  the  1st 
instant  the  attack  was  continued  by  the 
French  artillery  and  foot,  but  they  were  also 
routed  with  a  very  considerable  loss. — On 
the  2d  inst.  at  breakof  day,  the  attack  was  re- 
newed at  all  points,  and  after  having  sus- 
tained a  severe  loss,  and  convinced  them- 
selves of  the  persevering  valour  of  the  de- 
fenders of  this  capital^  the  French  troops  re- 
treated, after  a  fire,  which  lasted  twelve 
hours,  without  intermission,  and  proved 
extremely  destructive  to  their  ranks.  The 
enemy's  bombs,  shells,  ai:d  balls,  without 
doing  any  considerable  mischief,  merely 
served  to  increase  the  hatred  entertained 
against  the  enemy,  and  to  remind  us  of  t!ie 
sacred  duties  which  we  owe  to  our  religion, 
our  country,  our  honour,  and  our  king. 
— ^I'he  gallantry  displayed  by  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  and  in  particular  by  the  artillery- 
men, and  the  officers  and  troops,  who  were 
stationed  in  the  batteries  and  points  attacked, 
is  beyond  all  praise.  His  excellency  the  go- 
vernor and  captain  general,  in  order  to  shew 
how  much  he  IjcIs  concerned  in  rewarding 
distinguished  intrepidity  and  cour.ige,  has 
directed  the  different  commanders  to  send  in 
a  list  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  re- 
gular troops,  and  the  mass  who  have  par- 
ticularly distinguished  themselves  in  order  to 
bestow  on  them,  in  his  majesty's  name, 
those  marks  of  distinction  which  their  emi- 
nent .services  deserve,  and  transmit  to 
posterity  the  names  of  those  worthy  de- 
fenders of  their  country.  In  expectation  of 
these  particular  and  correct  returns,  he  h.as 
been  pleased  for  the  present  to  promote  colo- 


nel Don  Antonio  Torres  to  the  rank  of  briga- 
dier general,  and  appointed  lieut.  colonel  Don 
Marco  de  Pont  of  the  volunteers  of  Saragossa, 
and  Don  Domingo  Lariepa  of  the  volunteers 
of  E.s.lremadura,  who  defended  the  gates  of 
P.)^ti^lo  and  Carmen,  colonels  in  the  army  ; 
captain  Don  SaUador  Cesta,  major  of  the 
corps  of  artillery  ;  and  Dun  Geronimo  Pi- 
nerio,  and  Don  F.  Bosete,  ensigns  of  the 
same  corps,  lieutenants.  The  two  latter  ar- 
rived in  the  morning  from  Barcelona,  and 
without  taking  the  least  repose,  inmiediately 
assumed  the  command  ot  the  batteries  of 
Puriillo  and  Carmen,  where  they  covered 
themselves  with  glory.  A  great  number  of 
arms  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  and  in  the 
possession  uf  the  French,  slain  in  the  action, 
many  precious  articles  were  found,  of  which 
they  had  robbed  the  churches  and  private 
houses :  we  have  taken  a  great  number  of 
prisoners  of  war, — In  the  town  of  Exea 
twenty-five  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  foot 
were  made  prisoners,  and  brought  to  this 
capital. — By  an  express  which  left  Valencia 
on  the  30lh  of  Jime,  the  pleasing  intelligence 
had  been  officially  received,  that  the  French 
army,  commanded  by  general  Moncey,  ha- 
ving approached  the  said  capital  on  the  2&th 
ultimo,  the  batteries  opened  upon  them,  and 
kept  upfor seven  hours  with  such  unremitting 
briskness,  that  the  French  were  defeated 
with  immense  slaughter,  and  the  neighbour- 
ing fields  were  covered  with  their  dead. 
The  remains  of  their  army  retreated  in  the 
utniost  disorder,  exhausted  with  fatigue,  and 
destitute  of  provisions,  with  a  vait  number 
of  wounded,  on  the  road  to  Madrid,  where 
the  main  body  of  the  army  of  Valep.cia 
awaits  them  to  cut  olF  the  retreat  of  the  few 
who  remain,  and  put  them  to  the  sword,  in 
return  for  the  acts  of  violence  against  this 
capital. 

appointments  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  Joseph 
Napoleon,  at  Bftyonnr,  4th  July,  1808- 
Ministers. — I'heir  excellencies  Don  Louis 
Mariano  de  Urquiso,  secretary  of  state  ; 
Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  aiinister  for  foreign 
ntfairs;  Don  Michael  Joseph  de  Azanza, 
minister  for  the  Indies  ;  admiral  Don  Jo- 
seph Massaredo,  minister  of  the  marine ; 
general  Don  Gouzalo  O'Farril,  minister  of 
war;  Don  Gasper  Melchor  de  Juvellanos, 
minister  of  the  interior  ;  Count  Cabarrus, 
minister  cf  finance  ;^  and  Sebastian  Pmuela, 
minister  of  justice. 

Captains  of  the  body  guard-;. — Their   ex- 
cellencies duke  did  Parque,  grandee  of  Spain  } 
duke  de  St.  Germain,  grandee  of  Spain. 
(To  be  continued  J 
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"   Leaves  the  dull  a<s,    an. 1  joins,  to  please  the  fair, 
"  The  well-bred  cuckolds  of  St.  James's  air." Pope. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POrJTICS. 

Crim.  Cdn. It  is  not  of  tlie  sin  and 

fibanie  of  the  acts  of  adultery,  which  are 
now  daily  coming  before  the  world  through 
the  courts  of  justice,  that  I  mi:'an  to  spe;)k 
upon  this  occasion.  They  are  the  n;i!ural 
cons»*q',ienre  of  the  manners  r>f  the  times, 
and  tliijse  manners  as  naturally  proceed  from 
the  size  and  iuvury  of  the  meirop  ;lis,  wiiich 
dra.vs  togeilier,  through  the  means  of  taxa- 
tion, all  the  wealth  and  all  the  vices  of  the 
country.  It  is  not,  therefore,  froiii  any 
feeling  of  C'lnpassion  towards  the  cuckolds 
that  1  am  led  to  offer  a  few  observations 
upon  the  subject;  for,  nine  hundred  and 
ninety  nine  times  out  of  every  thousand,  the 
man  who  is  known  for  a  cuckold  ought  to 
be  one.  The  law  gives  him  so  much  power 
over  the  poor  feeble  framed  creature  whom 
he  has  married  ;  he  is  so  com[)letely  the 
master  of  her  and  of  all  she  has  ;  he  has, 
if  he  be  worthy  of  a  wife,  so  decided  an  in- 
fluence over  her  mind,  that  his  cuckoldom 
appears  to  me  to  be  almost  impossible,  unless 
from  his  own  fault.  It  is  a  man's  own  busi- 
ness to  take  care  of  his  wife.  Judges  and 
juries  are  not,  and  never  were,  intended, 
to  be  the  guardians  of  any  woman's  chasti- 
ty ;  and,  it  is  the  modern  fashion  of  mak- 
ing th^m  moral  censors,  which  I  am  desirous 
of  poiuting  out    for  public  disapprobation. 

A  cuckold   comes  into  court    and  asks 

for  damages.  There  are,  then,  two  dry 
questions  of  fact  before  the  jury  :  1st.  whe- 
ther the  act  of  adultery  have  been  commit- 
ted ;  and,  2d,  what  is  the  amount  of  the 
real  damage,  which  the  complainant  has 
sustained  from  that  act.  As  to  the  fir-st, 
circumstantial  evidence  may  certainly  be 
sufficient ;  but,  then,  it  ought  to  be  as 
good  as  is  required  in  cases  of  treason,  or 
murder.  No  loose  tales  about  dishevelled 
hair  and  rumpled  clothes  and  the  like,  o\ight 
to  satisfy  any  juror.  Appearances  are  so 
often  deceitful,  that  the  very  strongest 
should  be  viewed  with  distrust  Appear- 
ances may  satisfy  me,  that  the  parties  were 
willing  and  intended  to  commit  the  act ;  but, 
unless  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  the  act  has 
been  committed,  I  am  guilty  of  falseswearing 
if  I  give  my  assent  to  a  verdict  of  guihy. 
Accojdingto  the  new  doctrine,  ho wever^  lliis 
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fact  of  actual  commissiin  of  the  a^t  wf)uld 
seem  to  be  of  little  consenuence ;  f^r,  ihe 
great  burden  of  the  pleaduig  .ig^in:->t  tne 
defendant,  is,  that  he  has  "  seduced  the 
"  affeciions  "  of  the  plaintiff's  wife,  which 
mnv  be  no  crmie  at  all,  either  legal  or 
moral,  no  man  being  able  to  prevent  a  wo- 
man from  liking  him  better  than  she  likes 
her  husband.  Only  tell  a  man  that  he  is 
not  b:)und  by  his  oath  ;  tell  him  that  he  is 
to  decide  upon  opinion  and  not  upon  evi' 
!  dence ;  and  you  have  no  longer  any  hold 
upon  him  5  all  is  left  to  fisliion  and  to 
i  chance  ;  or,  rather,  the  plaintifFi  in  such 
!  cases,  have  for  their  jurois,  a  set  of  m°n 
who,  from  a  reason  founded  in  human  nature, 
are  decidedly  in  their  favour.  It  was  the 
old  practice,  to  stick  to  fact ;  and,  it  was 
necessary  to  bring  good  substantia!  pr'iof  of 
the  act  being  committed,  before  there  was 
the  smallest  chance  of  obtaining  a  verdict  of 
guilty  Without  insisting  i:p)nthis,  what 
woman's  reputation  or  fortune  can  be  safe  ? 
Suppose  a  scoundrel  wishes  to  get  rid  of  his 
wife.  He  may,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
brother  scoundrel,  easily  obtain  very  =;ie cious 
circumstantial  proof,  that  his  wife  has  been 
guilty  of  adultery.  Nothing  is  easier  either 
to  conceive  or  to  execute.  The  parties  ac- 
cused of  the  crime  are  incapable  of  being 
examined  in  evidence ;  the  wotwau  is  no 
party  in  the  cause;  and,  in  the  case  sup- 
posed, she  maybe  brarkded  as  an  adulteress  and 
sent  to  starve,  being  all  tlie  while  conscious 

of  perfect   innocence. Then,  as  to   the 

amount  of  the  damages.  The  word  dama- 
ges seems,  of  late  years,  and  especially  as 
appiicalile  10  this  sort  of  ch-irge,  to  have 
quite  lost  its  original  legal  meaning.  The 
compensation  for  damage  is /)fc«w/«/(/,  and, 
therefore,  the  pecuniary  damage  should  be 
made  appear  ;  for,  is  it  not  a  most  "shame- 
ful abuse  of  words  to  talk  of  pnying  a  man 
for  his  iHental  sufferirvgs  ?  And,  I  should 
be  glad  to  be  informed,  by  any  of  the  ex- 
perienced cuckolds  of  the  day,  what  great 
difference  there  is  between  receivi'ia  payment 
for  the  chasfity  of  a  wife,  and  veiling  that 
chastity.  When  the  poisonous  tran^atlantic 
quack  brought  an  action  of  damages  against 
me  for  taking  away  his  reputation,  thiugh 
the  perjured   jury  did  nut  require  prcof  of 
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the  falsehood  of  what  I  had  publislied,  they 
ditl  ask  for   proof  of  the   dainajc    sustained 
bv  the  plaintiff";  or,  at  least,  such  proof  was 
given  by  producing  witnesses    to  shew   that 
his  patients  had  IcJt  him.     This  was  a  very 
i;()0(l  thing-,  it  was  doing  right  to  withdraw 
iiis   patients  from   him  ;  and  Dr.     Rowley, 
who  wrote  upon  the  subject  of  tlie  quack's 
practice,  says,  I  merited  a  statue  of  gold  lor 
iny  atchievemcut.     But,  the  damage  to  the 
tjuack,  thii  pecuniary   damage,  was  shown; 
as,  in  sucii  cases,  it  certainly  ought  to  be. 
Now,     what  damage    is    sustained   by    the 
cuckold  ?     It  is  possilic  that  there  may  be 
some  damage  »a-.tained,   in  certain    peculiar 
cases;   but,    it    is  the  fashion   now-a-days, 
nut  even  to  ask  for  any  proraf ,  or  to  produce 
any    nndence   to    show,    that    damage   has 
been  sustained,  though  damages,  in  casa  of 
giult,  always  make  part  of  the  verdict.     Il 
2  man,  being  blind  and  being  assisted  by  his 
witc  in  r\Tnaging  his  business,  were   to  lose 
i'Tthrour,'.!  the  means  of  a  seducer,  it  would 
be  easy  for  him  to  make  his  damages  appear. 
Bui,  wha*  damages  can  be  made  out  by  the 
far  greai.M-  part  of  those  who  apply  to  the 
law  ?      Tiiey  have   been    robbed    of    their 
w'wc's  sociely  'dixdconvi^rsalion.     These  tiiey 
may   still  enjoy,  if  they   please;    for,    I'll 
warrant  a  wife   of  this  sort   talks  none  the 
worse  for  her   adventuie.     Aye,  but   then 
comes  tluit   indefinite  thing  called   comfoit, 
which,  if  one  can,  in   any  case,  afhx  any 
meaning  to    it,     means,     in  this  case,  ,  the 
pleasure  of    Icing  deceived.     Still  we  come 
back  again  to  the  point  whence  we  started  : 
the  award  is  for  compensation  ;  for  something 
to  make  up  for  what  has  been  lost ;  and,  the 
cuckold  having  lost  the  ''  comfort  "  he  de- 
rived from  his  wife's  society,  receives  from 
a  court  of  law  the  "  comfort  "  which  is  to 

be  derived  from  a  sum  of  money. But, 

the  fact  is,  that  the  award  has,  in  general, 
according  to  the  present  practice,  nothing  at 
all  to  do  with  real  damages.  It  is  a  sort  of 
^ne  inflicted  ;  and,  in  some  cases,  a  late 
indge  openly  directed  the  awarding  of  ex- 
emplary  damages  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  punish- 
ing of  a  man  by  way  of  tine,  under  the 
form  of  making  compensation  to  another 
man  for  a  pretended  loss  that  he  has  sustain- 
ed ;  and  the  language  of  the  fraternity  of 
'*  /eor/it'fi  friends  "  has  been,  that  the  jury 
are  the  "  guardians  of  the  public  morals." 
If  a  n)an  were  indicted  for  the  crime  of 
adultery,  then,  indeed,  the  jury  would  be 
invested  with  a  chr.racler  somewhat  of  this 
tiort  ;  bui,  n>  man  is.  and  no  man  can  be, 
indicted  for  the  crime  of  adultery.  It  is  a 
crime  of  which  the  courts  of  Liw  cannot 
tdke  cognizance  ;  but,  the  truth  is,  that  we 


area  |ie<>p.e completely  lawyer-ridden  ;  every 
thing  is  drawn  to  their  shop  ;   the  j)rebs  and 
the  pulpit,  which  were  formerly  loukt-d  loas 
sufHcient    for    the   checking  of    numerous 
vices,     tire  now,    it   seen)s,    hardly     worth 
notice  ;  and,  the   former   of  the    two    has, 
by  the  lawyers,  been    so  shackled,  that  it 
is,  indeed,  not  to  be  trusted  to  for  any  useful 
purpo.-e.     Though  you  know  a  man  to  be  a 
rogue,  you  are   not  to  call  him  so,  yoH  are 
not  to  caution  your  neighbours  again.st  him  ; 
because,    say    the    lawyers,    "  yon    should 
''   bring  sucli  a   man  to  justice.'"  That   is  to 
.s.n',    '*  you  should  bring  him  to  our  shf)p." 
But,  to  bring  a  rogue  to  their  shop  is  an  ex- 
pensive affair  ;  and,  if  the  rogue  be  rich,  it 
is  odds  but  the   real    punishment  fall    upon 
yourself.     Into  the  places  where  justice  is 
administered,  scarcely   any   but   lawyers  are 
permitted    to   enter.      The   great   Halls   of 
Winchester  and  Westminster,  for  instsnce, 
which    were  evidently   constructed  for  the 
jHirposeof  receiving  a  large  number  of  per- 
sons, that,  according  to  the  maxim  of  our 
constitution,  justice  .might  be   administered 
in     public,    ate    now    parcelled    otf.     The 
places  where  the  trials  are  held  are  boxed  up 
with  mean-looking  boards  to  the  very  sum- 
mit of  the  roof;  little   passages,  or  rather 
holts,  are  left  for  people  to  creep  in  and  out 
at ;  a  man  stands  at  each  entrance  to  select 
the  persons  who  wish  to  enter  ;  and  the  in- 
side   is  filled  with    lawyers,  or  retainers   of 
the  law.     From   the  puldic   the  hearing  of 
the  trials  is  as  completely  kept  as  if  the  trials 
were  held  in  a  room  locked  up.     Over  the 
several    passage  doors,    at    Winchester,  are 
written,    in    order   to   prevent    confusion : 
"   Court;"    over  another,  "   Counsellors  }'* 
over  another,  "  Atlor7icys  •"  over  another, 
"   /Fiinci'.fM;"  over  another,  "  Jm??/."  But, 
no  where  do  you  find  a  door  for  the  public  to 
enter.      Is  this  administering  justice  in  pub- 
lic "  Can  this  be  called  an  open  court  ?  Even 
the  information,  which,  at  last,  the  public 
get    in    print,    rc-pecting  trials,    they     are 
Compelled  to  purchase  from  lawyers  ;  for  it 
is  generally  some  briefless  "  learned  friend" 
that  supplies  the  news-papers  with  the  re- 
ports  of  trials.     It   is  the  accursed  funding 
and  taxing  system,  which  has  given  rise  to 
such  immense  volumes  of  acts  of  parliament, 
that  has  caused  so  fearful  a  predominance  of 
this  wily  and  yet  daring  profession,  and  that 
has  brought  so  many  persons  to  pine  away 
their  lives   in    hunger,  under  a  bob-tailed 
v.ig  and  a  black  gown.     Parents,   tempted 
by  the  brilliant  success  of  comparatively  a 
few,  and  by  the   richer  which   many  more 
accjuire,  through  the  means  of  the  law,  send 
up  their  sons  in  swarius  to  be  "  bred  to  the 
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"  lar  "  bat,  could  tliey  see  the  hungry 
thread-bare  troops  iliat  cling  about  West- 
minster Hall  and  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
like  half-perished  fiies,  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, about  the  windows  of  a  seller  of 
svveets,  those  parents  would  rather  send 
their  children  to  he  bred  to  the  making  of 
shoes.  PoDr  souls  !  I  know  of  no  sight 
more  painful  than  to  see  forty  or  fifty  do/.eu 
of  thein  squeezed  into  a  half-circle,  with 
visages  clearly  indicatii.g  want  of  necessary 
food,  each  anxiously  looking  forward  to 
catch  the  eye  of  njore  fortunate  brethren, 
and  having  his  lungs  upon  the  cock,  veatly 
to  let  off  in  a  laugh  the  moment  a  pretence  is 
ofiered,  however  miserable  that  pretence 
may  be,  Poor  souls  !  to  see  them  bustling 
along,  in  the  morning,  breakfastless  to 
court,  as  if  anxious  thousands  waited  their 
arrival,  and  the  fate  of  whole  families  and 
classes  depended  upon  their  tongues;  v/hen, 
at  th?  same  time,  both  their  backs  and  bel- 
lies can  witness,  that  a  gypsey  fortune-teller 

surpasses  them  in  the  receiving  of  fees  !  

This  multitude  of  lawyers  is  a  monstrous  evil. 
Than  a  man  really  learned  in  the  law  no  one  can 
ill  point  of  rank  be  mure  respectable.  The 
profession  of  the  law  is  not  only  necessary, 
but  honourable,  and  eight  to  be  held  in 
honour.  It  is  when  this  profession  draws 
every  thing  to  itself  ;  when  it  swallovv's  up 
every  thing  ;  when  it  confounds  and  destroys 
that  which  is  necessary  to  public  happiness, 
that  it  becomes  hateful  ;  and  to  that  point 
it  is  very  fast  arriving  in  England.  It  is  for 
the  Sjnritual  court,  or,  which  is  still  better, 
an  unshackled  expression  of  private  and 
public  o|)inion.  to  check  and  lo  punish  the 
crime  of  adullery,  which,  iq  returning  to 
my  subject,  I  repeat  it,  is  not  cognizable 
in  a  court  of  law,  Sir  James  Mansfield, 
who,  before  he  was  made  a  judge,  had  long 
been  considered  the  most  learned  lawyer  in 
England,  has  lately  told  the  jnry.  that  they 
are  not  to  look  upon  themselves  as  being  in 
the  capacity  of  mora!  censors.  "Xlui  is,  I 
hope,  the  beginning  of  a  change  in  the 
practice,  w'hich  has,  for  some  time,  pre- 
vailed ;  for  if  "  exemplary  "  damages  are 
given  in  cases  of  crim.  con.  why  should 
not  exemplary  damages  be  given  in  cases  of 
trespass,  atsault,  Sec.  !kc.  and,  then,  what 
man  would  be  safe  ?  Damage  is  a  specific 
thing;  a  thing  to  be  ascertained;  and 
though  not  to  a  nicety,  in  all  cases,  yet  so 
nearly  as  to  leave  but  little  room  for  the 
doing  of  injustice  to  either  party.  The 
amount  of  damage  done,  can,  in  no  case, 
depend  on  the  rank  or  means  of  the  party 
doing  it.  If  a  man  be  knocked  down  by  a 
ihoeblack,  the  claniage  is  fujl  as  great,  as 


808. — Crim.    Con.  [t9^- 

I  if  he  had  been  knocked  down  by  any  of  the 
I   ants'  hill   of   knights   about  Loudon  ;  and, 
f  i  should  be  glad  to  know,    tVom   some   tho- 
roughpaced cuclcold,    whether  his  footinan 
is  not  as  able  at  the  work  of  depriving  him 
!  of  "  comfort,"  as  atiy  of  the   young   lords,  - 
j   whom  his  wife   retains  or   withdraws'^from 
;   the  stews.       If   the   footman   deprives   Sir 
I   Baalam  of    his   comfort,    why  should   not 
the  footman  have  as    heavy  damages  to  pay, 
as  if  he  had  been  a  lord  ?      /A%   should  hi 
not  ?  I  should  like  to  have  an  answer  to  this 
question.       If   a  footman  maliciously    kill 
your  horse,    worth    a  thousand   pounds,    is 
not  an  award  ot    a  thou-and    pounds  made 
against  him  ?  If,     in  like    manner,    a    lord 
kill  your  horse,  is  not  the  award  the  same  ? 
Damage  is  a  word  always  bearing  the  same 
meaning  j  and,  upon  what  principle  of  our 
law  is  it,  then,  that  the  award   in   cases   of 
crim.  cpn,/is  made  according  to  the  rank,  or 
pecuniary  means,  of  the  defendant  ?  Were  I 
upon  a  jury,  in  a  case  of  crim.  con,  I  would 
eat  my  boots,  soles  and  all,  before   I    would 
award  tp  a  cuckold  one   single  penny  mora; 
than  I  believed  him  to  have  lost  by  the  act 

of  the  defendant. By  a  contrary  practice 

what  a  field  is  opened  for  the  vilest  of  all 
robbery  !  For  aiy  part,  I  can  see  nothing 
easier,  if  a  rogue  and  a  handsome  and  cun- 
ning woman  are  agreed,  than  to  make  a  very 
pretty  fortune  by  a  crim.  con.  speculation. 
and  that,  too  with  such  evidence  as  is  now 
received,  without  the  help  of  the  sin  of 
adultery.  The  jilt  has  nothing  to  do  bnt 
entice  a  rich  man  into  her  trammels;  and, 
without  communicating  the  plot  to  any  one, 
the  husband  will  soon  obtain  evidence  sufii- 
cietit  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  damaores 
to  the  amount  of  thousands  of  pounds. 
The  pair  may  then  live  together  upon  the 
fruit  of  their  plunder  ;  or,  if  they  like  it 
better,  they  may  separate,  and  each  take 
a  share.  The  law  of  this  land,  which  had 
foreseen  every  thing  else,  had  foreseen  this 
also  3  therefore,  in  speaking  of  damages, 
it  means  real  damage,  damage  that  can  be 
proved  to  have  bee-p  sustained  ;  and  not 
i7nagi>}ary  damage,  damage  that  exists  in 
the  fancy  ;  damage  purely  mental,  and 
which,  therefore^  it  is  imposbible  to  ascer- 
tain;  because,  though  the  fact  be  proved, 
one  plantifl"  will  he  deeply  afflicted  at  wh^t 
will  be  with  another  a  subject  of  joy.  A 
law,  or  a  practice,  therefore,  which 
tolerates  these  awards  of  ^amages  for  the 
loss  of  ■'  comf'jrt,"  must  necessarily  be  the 
most  uncertain  and  capricious  of  all  thin??>. 
The  doctrines  we  have  heard, upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  verdicts  we  have  witnessed, 
cannot   fail   to   have  a  tendency  tg   render- 
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wavering  the  conduct  of  jurors  in  general  j 
to  wc;ir  away  those  notions  relative  to 
evidence  and  lair,  which  ought  ever  to  re- 
inain  indelibly  imprinted  on  the  mind  of 
the  juror  j  to  put  men  of  snjall  capacity 
?nd  little  knowledge  up  with  the  idea,  that 
they  are  judges  m  equity  ;  to  make  a  jury 
a  mere  instrument,  the  sport,  the  pLiy-thing, 
of  hired  advocates  ;  to  expose  property, 
character,  and  life,  to  the  effect  of  circum- 
stances not  at  all  under  the  controal  of  the 
possessor  ;  and,  to  convert  the  whole  society 
into  dependents,  into  very  slaves,  of  the 
professors  of  the  law. 

Libel  Laws. Before   I   proceed    to 

make  some  further  remarks  upon  this  sub- 
ject, in  continuation  of  what  was  said  last 
week,  I  think  it  proper  to  quote,  from  the 
Courier  newspaper,  an  article  relating  to 
the  way  in  which  libellers  are  handled  in 
Ireland.  J t  is  as  follows  :  "  In  the  Dublin 
*'  paper, which  we  received  a  day  or  two  ago, 
"  we  found  an  article  to  which  we  think  it 
"  necessary  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
*'  public,  premising  that  we  know  nothing 
■"  ourselves  of  the  circumstances  there 
"  stated.  We  tske  the  account  as  it  has  been 

*'  publi>^hed  in  the  Dublin  papers;  ''The 

*'  "■  editor  of  a  paper  printed  in  Kerry,  cal- 
"  "led  the  Kerry  Dispatch,  asserts  that 
*''  "  '  while  inoffensively  walking  the  street, 
"  "  he  was  called  off  by  a  common  serjeant, 
*'  "  and,  after  being  assailed  with  most 
"  "  opprobrious  language,  and  the  njost 
"  "  crinunal  imputations,  w:!S  made  a  pri- 
"  "  soner,  and  paraded  under  a  military 
*'  "■  escort  throwgh  a  crowd  of  at  least  one 
"  "  thousand  people  !  He  was  proclaimed 
"  "  through  that crowdas  a  public  disturber 
"  "■  «)f  the  peace,  as  a  fomentorof  White- 
"  *'  boyism,  and  a  leader  of  Whiteboys !' 
*'  "  Thi'conduct  towards  him  the  editor  at- 
"  "  tributes  tea  paragraph  inhis  p:^perof  the 
*'  "  .'jth  inst.  under  the  hend  of  Anniversary 
"  "  Display  of  Orange  Colours." — The  pa- 
"  ragraph  to  which  it  aHudes,  we  neversaw, 
**  nor  do'  we  recollect  ever  to  have  seen  the 
**  paper  in  which  he  was  published.  But  it 
"  is  not  ncces'iary  either  to  have  seen  the 
"  paper  or  the  paragrajih  to  be  able  to  pro- 
"  nounce  a  most  decisive  opinion  with  res- 
"■  pect  to  the  transaction  in  que.s'.ion.  It  re- 
"  quires  the  most  serious  investigation. 
'''  What  !  when  Kerry  is  not  a  proclaimed 
"  district,  and  martial  law  consequently  does 
"  iifit  operate  in  it,  is  the  subject  to  be  seized 
"  and  made  prisoner  by  a  military  escort? 
"  Supposing  even  the  Kerry  editor  to  have 
"  been  guilty  of  the  greatest  ol fence  in  his 
"'  paper,  still  there  were  civil  laws  by  which 
"  he'Uiighi  have  been  punished,  and  civil 
"  oflicers  by    whom   he   might   have  been 


"  taken  up,  and  carried  before  a  magi.strate. 
"  But  here,  (supposing  the  account  pub- 
"  lished  to  be  correct)  we  never  once  see 
"  the  civil  laws,  or  the  magistrate  or  the  civil 
"  officers— we  see  nothing  but  the  military, 
"  If  an  editor  of  a  paper,  or  the  author  or 
"  publisher  of  any  work,  m:iy  belaid  hold 
"  of  by  the  military,  the  freedom  of  the 
"  press  would  be  merely  nominal — statno- 
"  minis  umbra  the  parent  and  the  child  of 
"  liberty  would  be  destroyed,  and  that  great 
"  weapon,  which  iias  as'^istetl  so  materially 
"  in  establishing  the  freedom  of  Great 
"  Britain,  and  which  is  assisting  .so  power- 
"  fully  in  the  rescue  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
"  would  be  no  longer  formidable.  Let  its 
"  take  care  to  prevent  any  encroachment  uj)- 
"  on  t he  liberty  of  the  press.  The  first  step 
"  against  it  that  is  taken  with  impunity  m 

"  the   first    step  towards  slavery." -So, 

this  gentleman  of  the  Courier  is  for  more 
law  !  The  poor  printer  was  seized  hold  of, 
abused,  and  paraded  through  the  streets.  The 
Courier  would  have  preferred  an  indictment, 
or  Information,  it  seems.  Every  one  to  hia 
taste  !  "  Let  us  take  cart  to  prevent  any  en- 
*'  croachment  upon  the  liberiy  of  the  press  !" 
These  are  bold,  or  rather,  big,  words ;  but, 
houf  will  you  take  care  of  it  ?  and  what  have 
you  ever  done  to  assert  that  liberty  ?  I  never 
remember  any  thing,  in  thi.s  way,  done  by 
you  ;  but,  I  well  remember  your  taking  in- 
finite pains  to  fmnish  a  before-hand  justifi- 
cation for  an  in'ernal  act  of  oppression  which 
you  strongly  recommended  to  the  attorney- 
general  ;  namely,  the  prosecution  ofthe  author 
who  wrote  an  essay,  published  in  the  Morn- 
ing Herald,  upon  the  Polsilnmoalh  of  famous 
memory.  This  I  remen>ber,  and  I  do  as- 
sure you,  that  I  think  your  conduct  towards 
tliat  author  was  much  worse  than  that  ofthe 
soldiers  towards  our   Irish    brother  of  the 

press. A     correspondent,    whose    letter 

will  be  found  below,  has  given  me  an  expli- 
nation  of  the  principles,  upon  which  the 
charges,  in  case  of  libel,  proceed.  I  was 
quite  aware,  that,  in  a  civil  action,  the  truth 
of  the  assertions  published  might  be  proved, 
andthai  a  justification  might  be  setup  on  that 
ground.  I  thank  him  for  his  intormatioii 
respecting  !?ir  Fletcher  Norton;  but,  I  be- 
lieve, that  he  wUl  find,  that  the  example, 
contrary  to  his  wish,  has  been  followed.  This 
is,  however,  of  little  importance,  as  long  as 
the  jury  aretv'ld,  that,  though  thecharge  (the 
truth  of  which  theyare  sworn  to  decide  upon) 
alledges  the  words  called  a  libel  to  be  Jalse, 
they  are,  nevertheless,  in  certain  cases,  to 
find  the  charge  true,  even  if  the  woidscalled 
a  libel  are  rmt  proved,  to  be  false,  and  even 
if  the  delend.Hit  is  refused  permi^s'on  to 
prove  tlM:m  to  be  true.  As  long  as  this  is  t'le 
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case,  it  matters  little,  indeed  it  matters  not 
at  all,  whether   the    indictment  charges  the 
supposed  libeller  with  falsehood  or  not.  This 
1    knew   very   well  ;  but,  I   referred  to  the 
language  of  indictments  to  shew,  that,    for 
merly,   falsehood  was  essential,  as  the  ground 
u'ork  of  a  charge  of  libel ;  and  that,  of  course, 
the   charge  fell  to   the  ground,  if  the  defen- 
dant proved  the  Irulh  ot  what  he  had  said  or 
published.  Had  not  this  been  the  law,  and  the 
actual  practice,  at  the  time  when  indictments 
for  libel,  in  the  present  form,  were  tirst  prefer- 
red, the  wordycAt'  would  not  have  been  insert- 
ed in  them,  it  the  law  had  been  content  with 
scandalous  and  malicious,  it  would  have  said 
nothing  about  falsehood.     But,  the  fact  is,  I 
believe,    that,    until    of  late    years    (within 
iiftv),  no  one  ever  dreamt  of  maintaining  a 
charge    of  libel,    but   upon   the   ground    of 
falsehood.     To  promulgate  truth  never  was, 
iormerly,  held,  by  tin;   law,  to  be  a  crime. 
Tyrants  frequently  punished  men  for  speak- 
ing or  writing  the  truth,  and   they  bad  the 
ready  aid  of  their   courts  and  juries.     But, 
then,  these  were,  at  the  time,  regarded  as 
acts    of  tyranny  ;  as  such,  they  excited  ha- 
tred, and  in   the  end,  brought,  in  one  way 
or  another,  their  proper  punishment.     Since 
the   time    of  Lord    Manslield.  inclusive,  to 
promulgate  truth  is  coolli/  and  gravely  laid 
down  to  be  criminal.     It  is  become  a  settled 
maxim,  that  falsehood  is    not    an    essential 
quality   in    the  crime   of  libel  j   tiiat    every 
word  of  a  publication  nny  be  true;   tliat  all 
its  sentiments  may  be  in   strict  unison  with 
morality  and  religion  ;  and  yet,  that  it  may 
be  a  libel,  punisliable  by  fine,  imprisonment, 
pillory,  and,  if  Lord  Grenville's  act  be  not 
reocaled,   by    iransporlalion,    for  the  second 
oCence.     Where,  then,     is    the   standard  ? 
Who   IS  to  know   how  far  to  go  ;  for  how 
can  he  tell  what  a  juiy  will  think  scandalous 
and  malicious,  and  what  they  will  think  not 
to  possess  those  qualities  ?     In  what  way  is 
that  freedom  (of  which  the  Courier  talks  so 
glibly  as  owing  its  birth  to  the  press)  to  be 
assisted  by  the  press  ?     Let  us  try  it  a  little  : 
suppose  thei-e  to  be  a  king  upon  the  throne, 
who  is  bent  upon  establishing  desptjtic  sway, 
and  that,  aided  by  ministers  who  are  of  the 
same  disposition  with  himself,   he  sets  about 
the   work  without  any  disguise'.     A  writer 
calls  upon  his  countiymen   to  be  upon  their 
guard,  and  gives  a   true  description  of  the 
several  despotic  acts  which  the  supposed  king 
and  his  abettors  have  been  guilty  of.     The 
writer  is  indicted  for  the  offence;  he  is  nut 
allowed  to  prove  his  innocence  by  proving 
the  truth  of  what   he  has  written  ;  and,  if 
the  matters  published  bethought  by  the  jury 
to   be  scandalous  and   malicious,  slap  goes 
ihe  writer  to  jail^  where  he  has  plenty  pf 
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time  to  ruminate  on  the  blessings  of  tha' 
freedom,  which  comes  from  the  use  of  the 

I    press. To  drag  in  libels  amongst  breaches 

of  the  peace  is  an  ingenious  device  of  law- 
yers. •'  They  tend  to  a  breach  of  tlie  peace, 
and  are,  tiierefore,  rriminaJ,"  whether  they 
Contain  truth  or  falsehood.  But,  how  could 
Mr.  Peltier's  libel  upon  Buonaparte  possibly 
produce  a  breach  of  th.e  peace  in  England  9 
Yet  was  Mr.  Peltier  convicted  by  a  jury  in 

the  court   of   King's-Bench. Well,    but 

how  will  this  .square  with  tiie  notions  of  the 
Courier,  in  the  case  above  supposed  ?  The 
writer,  whom  we  have  supposed  to  exist  at 
a  moment  when  an  absolute  despotism  is 
about  to  be  begun,  publishes  his  sentiments 
respecling  the  minister  who  is  at  the  bottom 
of  (lie  scheme.  This  must  necessarily  high- 
ly provoke  such  minister,  and,  according  to 
the  maxims  now  received,  must  as  necessa- 
rily tend  to  a  breach  of  the  peace.  Conse- 
quently, the  writer  goes  to  jail,  and  there 
end  the   powers   of  the  press   in  protecting 

freedom. This   doctrine  of  libels   is,  to 

be  sure,  the  most  whimsical  thing  that  ever 
was  heard  of  in  the  whole  world.     The  rea- 
son for  punishing  libels  criminally,  is,  that 
they  tend  to  a  breach  of  the  peace ;  so,  the 
prosecutor  comes  and  pats  you   in  jail,  l^st 
he  himself  should  be  provoked  to  break  the 
peace  by  beating  you,  or  shooting  at  you  ! 
If  your  libel  be  upon  the  ministers,  suppos- 
ing you  to  speak  the  truth ;  that  is  to  say, 
if  you  find  just  fault  with  the  servants  of 
the  public,    you  are  liable,     according   to 
this  doctrine,  to   be  put  in  jail,  or  to  have 
your  ears  cropped  off,  for  having,  by   truly 
stating  their  faults  to  these  whom  you  help  . 
to  pay,  provoked  them  to  commit  a  breach 
of  the  peace  upon  your  body  !     Good  lord  ! 
is    this    the   sort   of   liberty    of    the   press, 
which  Junius,  whom  every  body  but  me 
reads,  calls  the  "  Palladium  of  free-men  "- 
Is  this  the  thing,  wdiich  the  Courier  r-'^^ 
upon  for  the  maintenance  of  freedorr-      ■•* 
it    this,  to  *'   prevent   any   encroae'"^^^'- 
upon  which   he  so  earnestly  calls 'P^"   "^  • 
-^ — The  plain  truth  is,  that,  e>-ept  i"  mat- 
ters of  httie  public  importance  "^^^  ^^.'"'^  "°^ 
plainly   state  in  print,   anv    ''^■'^^^  ^'^^*^  ^^  """ 
palatable.  There  is  ONE  'OBJECT,  which, 
at    this   viornent,  engaj-^s   the  attention    of 
every  man,  who  is  cf^iversant  in  public  at- 
fairs,  or,  in  the  slijrltest  degree,  accustomed 
to  turn  his  though-^  t^h^t  way.     Amongst  all 
men  of  all  paiti-s  there  is  but  one  opinion 
upon    this     si-5ject.      The    nation    has   an 
unanimous    -vish ;     and    feels    the   greatest 
alarm,    les-'    that    wish     should   be     set   at 
nouoht.      Almost    every     public    print     in 
the  cowtitry    has,  j.fter  the  Eastern  manner, 
hinici  its  feelings  and  supplications,  by  way 
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of  supposition,  or  by  wny  of  fable ;  bat, 
there  is  no  one  thai  has  dnrecl  to  say  what  it 
thinks,  though  its  thoughts  are  those  of 
fourteen  millions  of  jjcople ;  and,  what  is 
more,  there  will  not.  be  one  of  these  prints 
that  will  dare  to  ascribe  the  calamities  and 
disgrace,  which  will  inevitably  follow  the 
contempt  of  this  national  prayer,  to  the 
right  cause  J  but,  every  one  will  again  have 
recourse  to  hints  and  allusions  and  fables,  or, 
not  being  bold  enough  for  that,  will  hold  its 

peace. Reader,  is  not  this  the  real  state 

of  the  press?-  I  hold  to  my  opinion,  that 
nothing  ought  to  be  deemed  libellous  which 
is  noijalse  as  well  as  malicious.  If  a  man 
be  a  coward  or  a  fool,  he  ought  to  be  known 
for  such.  If  he  be  an  adulterer  or  a  rogue, 
why  should  he  not  be  called  an  adulterer,  or 
a  rogue  ?  Why  should  not  men  be  known 
for  what  they  are  ?  If  the  person  described 
be  an  obscure  individual,  why,  the  exposure 
of  him  will  reach  but  a  small  distance  ;  and, 
if  he  be  in  a  public  capacity,  the  exposure 
ought  to  reach  far  and  wide.  Only  make 
the  publi-iher /vrore  the  truth  oi  all  his  cen- 
sorious words,  and,  I'll  warrant  that  he 
takes  care  what  he  states.  But,  while 
truth  as  well  as  falsehood  may  be  punished  as 
a  libel,  writers  will  naturally  endeavour,  by 
insinuations,  to  obtain  vengeance  for  the 
restrictions,  under  which  they  labour,  and 
which  are  a  continual  thorn  in  their  side. 
"  I  refrained  from  speaking  even  good 
"  words,  though  it  was  pain  and  grief  to 
'•  me."  We  all  wish  to  speak  our  minds. 
It  is  the  great  mark  of  distinction  between 
slaves  and  freemen,  that  the  latter  dare  utter 
their  sentiments,  when  the  former  dare  not. 

Spanish   REVoi.rTioN. We  have,    I 

perceive,  got  on  our  side  Ali  Mahomet, 
who,  "  to  sho70  that  he  knoirs  all,"  calls 
the  French  do^'s,  encourages  the  Spaniards 
*■■  cut  their  throats,  iind  to  make  them 
^TSnk  lik(j  pigs  under  the  hands  of  the 
batCi.,,-_  \V'hat  rare  company  we  are  got 
intont  -,( I  -^Vt-Il  may  it  'be  said,  that  rni- 
sery  briiij.j  g  man  acquainted  with  strange 
bed-fellows  \y^.  .„.e  lighting  for  liberty 
nided  by  the  jlonsprayeis  of  Ali  Mahonjei. 
J.  have  often  saiv  ti,at  Sir  Baalam,  in  order 
to  keep  off  Buonaj^i-ti^  would,  it  hard  push- 
ed, make  a  league  with  the  devil;  and, 
reaily,  there  seenis  tc  be  but  one  moie  step 
to  take.  The  Courier  »..,i!s  Am's  a  -'very 
'•'  spirilril  proclamation  !  •  What  a  shame, 
to  confer  words  of  appro,ation  upon  any 
ti-iing  so  bloody  and  impious!- l  am  great- 
ly afnid,  that  this  unreflecting  r;ige  against 

Napoleon  is  deceiving  us  all  this    vhile. 

The  new*  from  Spain  continues  to  be  <^oad. 
T!ier«  is  a  fair  prospect  of  a  good  lojg°con- 
f'.'at,  siich  lis  thci'ivm/Vi  cannot   suivive.     I 
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shall  have  no  hope  from  a  short  contest.  In 
that  case,  the  Bourbons  would  merely 
triumph  over  the  Buonapartes,  which  would 
be  of  no  service  whatever  to  us,  or  to  any 
part  of  the  world.  Joseph  Buonaparte  and 
the  Grandees  have,  it  seems,  gotten  to 
Madrid  without  the  least  interruption,  and, 
I  must  say,  that  I  look  upon  that  as  an  un- 
favourable symptom  ;  for,  in  the  first  place, 
he  would  not  have  gone  without  a  consider- 
able army,  if  the  country  had  been  in  a 
state  of  general  insurrection  J  nnd,  in  the 
next  place,  it  was  of  vast  importance  to  the 
patriots  to  inteicept  his  march.  If  you  look 
at  the  map,  you  will  perceive,  that,  with 
a  mere  military  e.scort,  he  has  gene  from  the 
frontiers  to  the  centre  of  Spain.  This 
could  not  have  been,  if  the  accounts  we 
sometime  ago  received  had  been  true.  If 
there  had  been,  as  was  stated,  100,000  men 
in  arms  in  Arragon,  is  it  probable,  that  the 
new  king,  under  an  escort,  would  have 
quietly  passed  along  the  skirts  of  that  pro- 
vince ?  No  ;  and  his  reception  upon  the 
road  as  well  as  at  Madrid,  clearly  shows,  I 
think,  that,  besides  the  rascally  nobility, 
he  has  a  very  powerful  party  in  the  king- 
dom, and  which  party,  if  the  contest  be 
hetiveen  him  and  the  old  rotteii  despotism, 
will,  in  my  opinion,  daily  increase. 
Botley,  August  5,   1808. 

Letter    from    Sir    Richard    PiIilmps, 

RELATIVE  TO    THE    CaUSE,    CaRR    VetSUS 

Hood. 

Sir  ; — The  licentiousness  of  the  tongue  at 
the  Bar,  is  so  justly  appreciated  by  the  sen- 
sible part  of  the  public,  that  it  ought  not  to 
excite  any  other  emotion  than  contempt,  ia 
him  who  at  any  time  is  the  object  of  it.  If  in 
consequence  of  a  signal  instance  of  that 
licentiousness  during  a  late  Trial,  I  am  in- 
duced to  take  up  my  pen,  I  am  actuated 
solely  by  a  respect  for  your  numerous  intel- 
ligent readers,  to  whom  you  h;'.\e  favoured 
me  with  the  honour  of  an  mtroduction. 

You  must  be  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
artifices  practised  by  anonymous  writers,  to 
he  surprized  at  learning,  that  the  report  cif 
tiie  late  I'lial  between  Cnrr  and  Hood, 
copied  from  a  Newspaper  into  your  last  Re- 
gister, was  w  rittcn  by  the  very  person  whose 
pamphlet  hod  been  tlie  object  of  that  Trial ! 
Hence  you  may  readily  account  for  the  in- 
consistencies of  which  the  Plaintiff  and  his 
Witnesses  aie  by  this  reporter  made  guilty  ! 

The  words  of  every  idle  question  of  the 
Attorney  General,  are  in  this  report  gravely 
ascribed  to  me  as  the  words  of  my  Answers, 
and  I  am  thus  absurdly  made  to  condemn  all 
anonymous   publication  >  *  vaunt  my  own 

*  1  he  absurdity  of  this  statement  is   ap- 
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virtues  ;  praise  the  purity  of  my  own  Books; 
and  say  other  chiidi!>li  things  whicli  1  neither 
s;iid  nor  thought,  nnd  which  in  justice  1  beg 
leave  to  refer  bacli  to  their  real  author  !  In- 
deed, the  learning  of  the  liar  on  this  occasion, 
shone  uesi'lendentlv,  and  we  had  per- 
petual refeien-cs  made  to  high  sounding 
works  which  never  existed,  such  as  Millons 
answer  to  Sir  Robert  Filnier,  Aristotle's  an- 
swer to  the  works  of  Socr.ites,  and  Sir  Isaac 
Newton's  Controversy  witn  Descartes  ! 

Besides  making  the  preceding  general  ex- 
planation, 1  have  to  remark  on  one  point  of 
your  own  observations.  You  have  obviously 
confounded  two  very  different  works,  when 
you  characterize  as  false  and  scandalous  a 
Publication  of  mine  (m^ny  years  out  of 
print)  entitled  ''  Jvccdott's  of  the  Founders 
*'  of  the  Frenck  Reputilc."  This  book  was 
published  in  l/yZ-  ii'id  consisted  of  a  grave, 
chronological  account  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  then  recent  (events  in  France. 
Its  alledged  faults,  were  that  of  praising 
many  persons,  who,  it  since  appears,  were 
imw  >rthv  of  praise,  and  of  omitting  to  abuse 
others  who  were  then  obnoxious  in  this  coun- 
try. You,  with  others,  have  obviously  con- 
founded this  work  with  (Uie  of  very  different 
ch.' racier  on  the  same  subject,  published 
within  these  two  or  three  years  by  other 
booksellers,  w^ritten  by  Scewarton,  a  French 
emigrant,  and  called  the  Revolutionary  Flu- 
tnrck.  This  work  was  unquestionably  a 
disgrace  to  the  press  and  character  of  the 
country,  and  it  deserves  the  epithets  with 
which  you  have  inadvertenily  branded  mine. 

1  amnot  disposed  to  enter  the  lists  with  you 
as  a  controversialist,  but  with  respect  to  the 
LIBERTY  OF  THE  PRESS,  I  am  per^uaded  we 
shall  not  ultimately  disagree.  I  am  a  friend 
to  criticism,  and  to  the  unrestrained  publi- 
cation of  it,  but  I  do  not  annex  the  same 
degree  of  authority  to  the  irritings  of  every 
man  who  sets  up  for  a  Critic.  He  who 
avows  his  criticisms,  and  who  is  conse- 
quently known  to  be,  in  other  respects,  a 
man  of  integrity  and  learning,  obtains  with 
me  a  very  dilferent  degree  of  credit  from  an 
anonymous  trader  in  criticism  who  writes  in 
a  Periodical  Review,  at  a  given  price  by  the 
sheet  !  Still,  I  do  not  object  to  the  free 
publication  eveu  of  such  criticisms,  manu- 

parent;  every  bookseller  is  constantly  in  the 
practice  of  publishing  unexceptionable  anony- 
mous works  ;  but  tliere  is  a  wide  ditierence 
between  anonymous  invective,  or  abuse  di- 
rected agaiast  an  author  or  his  writings 
which  CALLS  FOR  RESPONSIBILITY,  and  an 
anonymous  statement  of  scientific  or  histori- 
cal facts,  or  an  anovymous  discussiGU  of  ab- 
stract princ'jiles. 
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factured  as  they  generally  are  under  the 
direction  of  some  interested  Publisher;  but 
I  must  be  allowed  not  to  surrender  my  judg- 
ment of  literary  productions  to  cri:ics,  who 
come  before  me  in  so  questionable  a  shape. 
He  would  truly  be"  the  greatest  fool  that  ever 
trod  the  earth,"  who  should  submit  his  opi- 
nions to  such  influence.  *  Availing  themselves 
ot  tiieir  concealment,  it  is  well  known  to  those 
who  have  been  behind  the  scenes  during  thei^pf- 
ting  up  of  an  anonymous  review,  that  Ijcooks 
are  commonly  reviewed  by  authors  them- 
selves— bv  rival  authors  in  the  same  branch 
of  literature — by  the  personal  enemy  of  an 
author — or  by  the  most  corrupt  and  ignorant 
I  scribblers,   f 

i       Attaching  therefore  no  credit  to  such  wri- 
1  tings,  is   it  to   be  wondered,  that  I  do  not 
j  waste  my  time  in  reading  reviews  ? 
j        And  convinced  as  I  am,   that  the  abuse  of 
the  critical  an,  arising    out   of  the   cnnceal- 
I  msnt   of  the   critics,    has   discouraged    and 
;  blighted  the   genius  of  the  country,  baffled 
]  the  cause  of  truth   and  obstructed  the   pro- 
gress of  science,  is  it  to  be  wondered  that 
when   questioned  on  this  subject,  I  entered 


*  These  words  and  the  alternative,  that 
I  had  "  slipped  in  my  testimony,"  were 
extravagantly  applied  to  me  by  the  Attorney- 
General,  for  declaring  that  I  did  not  read, 
and  did  not  respect  the  opinions  of  an  ano- 
nymous reviewer,  and  consequently  was  not 
influenced  in  my  negociations  with  an  au- 
thor, by  the  character  of  his  works  given 
in  the  reviews.  I  have  no  doubt  that  pub- 
lisJiers  in  general  entertain  an  equ-'l  con- 
tempt of  anonymous  opinions  of  books,  and 
I  conceive  there  exists  little  dift'erence  of 
opinion  on  the  subject,  among  the  imelligenc 
part  of  the  public. — P^very  man  of  letters, 
and  every  peison  acquainted  with  the  details 
of  literature,  will  thank  me  for  thus  expos- 
ing a  craft,  the  practices  of  which  are  as 
disgraceful  and  as  pernicious  as  those  ot  ad- 
vertising money  lenders.  The  craft  may 
furiously  assail  me  in  return,  but  the  cause 
I     advocate,    is     the     cause    of    truth, 

SCIENCE,    AND  LITERATURE  ! 

t  This  is  not  a  personal  question,  and 
therefore  it  is  of  no  consetjuence  to  its  merits 
that  I  was  myself  concerned  for  about  four- 
teen months,  as  a  proprietor  of  the  OxIoid 
Review.  Nothing  however  is  conceded  by 
the  admission,  because  the  Oxford  Review 
was  EXPRESSLY  aud  AVOWEOLY  in  terms  set 
up  as  AN  EXPERIMENT,  to  try  whether  a  re- 
view on  totally  opposite  principles  to  those 
then  in  existence  would  succeed;  and  it  tailed, 
owing  to  its  want  of  that  severity  of  perso- 
nal attack  which  it  appears  is  a  principal  re- 
comiTjendation  of  ano.nymous  ciititism. 


207] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— X/7../La/r^.  [20S 


my  protest  against  so  mischievous  an  usurpa- 
tion, in  maiter-*  i)t'  taste  ami  literntuie  ? 

In  justice  to  the  respecinble  cliaracter  and 
honourable  views  of  b'lK  Johv  Cark,  I 
feel  il  in  iimb.-nt  on  me  toexp'ain,  that  he 
did  not  foiUid  hi--  late  action  on  llie  prcti  nded 
criticisms  in  the  p.iniphKt  of  \\hich  he 
coniplaiiK''!,  hut  solely  and  LXCLUSivr.LY 
on  til.;  carini'ures  which  had  been  introduced 
into  it,  and  which  it  must  be  universally  al- 
lowed are  novel  and  not  veky  legiti- 
mate   AUXlLIAltlKS  of  GENUINE  CRITICISM. 

I  am.  Sir,  youvs,  &c. 

il.  Phillifs. 
Bridge  Slreet,  ^ug.  4,   1808. 


LIBEL    LAWS. 

Siu. — In  read'iig  yowi  remarks    upon    the 
late   lri;d  of    the    action   of    sir  Jjhn    Carr  : 
against  Hood  aitd  Sharpe,    book -sellers  in  the  ; 
Poul'ry    for  pn'^'Ii-.hing  a  book  under  I  ho  title 
of  "   M\  Po.ket  bo.)k,"     which  is  charged  • 
to  be  a  libvd  npcn  thf^  plaintiff  sir  John  Cair,   i 
by  which  hi-  pecuniaiy  interest,    as  a  writer  ' 
and  seller  of    b...oks    to   boi>kscl!ers,    is    in- 
jured, and  he  is  therefore   intitled  to  a  com-   '• 
pensation  from  the   defendants    for   the  da- 
ipage  l.'c  has  thereby  sustained,    yon    appear 
to  me  not  to  have  been  apprized  of  the  dis- 
tinction made  in  our   courts  of  j'.siice  be- 
tw('en  those  civil  actions  for  lit>eN   in    which 
the  plaintifl'Metks  for  a  compensation  for  the 
iniuiy  or  damage  l.e   has  received  from  the 
lil)el,  and  the  criminal  proceedings   in  the 
court  of  Kin^'.s  Bench,  or  some  other  court 
of  criminal  judicature,    carried    on    in   the 
ting's  name  either  by   an   indictment  of  a 
grand  jury,  or  by  an  information  in  the  court 
of  Kuig's-Bench  by  the  attorney-general,  or 
b^  the  master  of  the  crown-oi'Hce,  (whoisal- 
soi  ailed  the  cK  rk  of  the  crown  in  the  King's- 
Bench,)  after  a  permission  given  him  by  the 
judges  of  the  court  to  file,  or  enter,    such 
information    against   the   supposed   libeller. 
In  tlie  proceedmg  by  civil  action  the  defend- 
ant is  allo.ved  to  bring   proof  of    the   facts 
stated  against  the  plaintiff  in  the  libel  ;  and, 
if  he  proves  to  the  satisfaction  of    the  jury 
tlvjt  those  facts, are  true,  the  jury  ought    to 
gi\c  their  verdict  for  the  defendant  :    ard   it 
is  only  in  the  criminal    mode  of  proceeding 
that  the  defendant  is   not  allowed  to   bring 
pr  of  of  the  facts  contained  in  the  supposed 
libel,  and  that  lord   Mansfield  declared,    or 
is    reported    to   have   declared,     "   that    the 
*'  greater  the  tru'h  of  the  libel,  the  greater 
"   is  the  libel."       And   the  i^ronnd  of    this 
opinion  of  his  lord^hip  was  not     "  that  the 
me  ital  uneas.ness  tell  by  an    innocent   man 
upon  reading  a  false  ch  uge  made  aj|;ainst  him 
in  a  libel  was  greater  than   the  uneasiness 


teltby  a   guilty    man  upon  reading  a   true 
charge  made  against    him  in  a  libel,    or,    ra- 
ther,   in  a    printed  paper,"    but    "  that  it 
was  more  likely  to  produce  a  breach  of  the 
peace  ;"   the  tendency  to  uhich  mischitvous 
consequence,    is  the  who'e    and  oidy   foun- 
dation of  the  jurisdiction    of    the  court   of 
King's  Bench    to  take  cognizance  of     any 
publ  shed  writing,  wdielher  true  or  faLe  ;   it 
being  the  con-tant   and  indispen-<able  con- 
clusion of  every  uidictinent  and  infotmation 
in  ihe  court  ^'f  King's  Bench  and  in  ail  other 
criminal  courts,  that  the    action    charged  to 
be  done  by  the  .accused  party   is   against    ihc 
peace   of  our   sovereign    lord  the  ki':ii,     his 
crou-ti  and   digniiij.       And   l^rd   Mansfield 
thought  that    an  innocent    nian   was    more 
likely  to  revenge,    by  a  duel  or   .some  <  iber 
act  of  violence,  a  f  il-e  charge  made   against 
him  in  a  publi-hed   paper    than  a  man    who 
was  conscious  that  the  charge  w^s  true,  an4 
would  therefore  become  only   more  known 
to  the  public,     and   consequently    more  de^ 
trimental  to  iiis  interest   and    reputation,  by 
any  attempts  he  should  make    to  resent  the 
publication  of  it.      However,  I  believe  you. 
are  warranted  in  asserting  that   even    in   in- 
dictments and  informations  for  libels    it  was 
formerly   the   practice   to  alledge   that    the 
libels  werefaLse,  as  well  as  scandalous   and 
malicious  :    and  I  have  been   informed    that 
the  first   attorney-general  who  ventured  to 
leave  out  the  word  /a/se  in  an  information 
for  a  libel  v/as  the  late  sir   Fletcher  Norton, 
about   the  year    1/64.      But,    whether  his 
successors  in  that   ofiice  have    followed    his 
example  and  omitted  the  word  false  in   the 
informations    for    libels    which   they    have 
thought  fit  to  bring,  or  not,  I  do  not  know  : 
but  it  may,   perhaps,  be  worih  while  to  in- 
quire.    I  must  own  that  I  wish    they   may 
not  have  followed   his  example,    but   may 
have  again  inserted  the  word  false  in    their 
informations,   and  even   that  it  may  be  de- 
clared,   either  by  a  solemn   decision    of  the 
court  of  King's-bcnch,  or  by  an  act  of  par- 
!  liament,  to  be  necessary  so  to  do,  to  make 
!  the  information,  or   indictment  valid.     For 
I  I  agree  with  you  in  thinking    "  that  false' 
i  hood  formerly  was,  and  still  oiaght  to  be,  es- 
j  stntial.  as  ihc  groundwork   of   the   ch.arge'* 
j  — i   will   furtlier   observe  that,     when    the 
i   word  ya/s(?    was  inserted   in  these  informa- 
j  tions,    it   was   the  usual  practice   of  judges 
to     refuse     to     permit     the   defendents    to 
1  bring   evidence  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
tacts   alledgcd   in  the  .supposed   libels,    be- 
cause  they  said   the  published  paper   might 
he  a  libel,  or  punishable   publication,  even 
if  the  facts  contained  in   il   should  be  true. 
But  this  reasoning  of  the  judges  docs  not  aj^ 
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pear  to  me  to  be  jirst  and  saiisfactory.  For, 
surely,  thou-;:!)  it  should  be  aduntted  to  be 
criminal  iu  piibli.h  true  tacts  against  a  man 
in  s)iue  cases,  yei  ir  would  be  less  criminal 
than  (o  publish  them  it  they  were  fiilsej  and 
thereloi.*,  in  order  to  a->certain  the  degree 
of  the  publi'^her's  g  .ill  .md  to  enable  the 
co\iri  to  impose  an  ade-qaate  panishnjent, 
by  fine  and  imprisonmi-nt,  on  hio.i  for  his 
otfence,  >.\  would  be  reasonable  to  permil  the 
defendant  t (J  produce  ids  proofs  of  the  truth 
of  the  facts  slated  in  the  published  paper, 
and,  if  he  cannot  fully  pt-ove  them,  to 
s'aie  and  prove  the  grounds  that  he 
hii  for  believing  th.it  they  were  true, 
T!i(i  -eitlfing  of  these  matters  upon  a  clear 
and  just  .  found.ition  is  essential  to  the 
presiervnion  of  that  important  branch  of 
public  liberty,  ihc  Hberty  of  the  press.  I 
renU'Mi  your  most  obedient  servant,  J.  T. — 
3\si  July,    lb09.  . 

OFFif  "lAL  PAPERS. 
Spanish     Revolution.,— ^i  ■/joiw-^/wew.'i    of 

his  Callioiir  Mnje.ity  Josepli  NufjiUcun,  at 

Bayonne,  4th  July,  1808,   ccKtiinutd  Jrom 

page  It) 2. 

Colonels  of  guards. — Their  eKcellencies 
duke  de  Tlnfantado,  colonel  of  the  Spanish 
guards  ;  prince  Casfe  Franco,  colonel  of  the 
Walloon  guards  ;  mar'inis  cl'Anza,  great 
chamberlaui  ;  duke  de  Hijar,  grand  master 
of  the  ceremonit's  ;  count  Ferdinand 
Nunes,  grand  hnnlsraan  ;    count  Sant  Co' 
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people,  and  that  they  may  lift  up  their   eyes 
and  offer  up  thanksgiving  to   the 


loraa,  chamber!;;in 
The   following 


(All  grandees  of  Spn'u.) 
chamberliins  have  breu 
appointed  to  attend  his  majesty  in  his 
joiirneyr  ; — Their  excellencies  count  Orgaz, 
grandee  of  Spain  j  marquis  Santa  Cruz, 
grandee  of  Spain  ;  duke  d  Ossuna,  grandee 
of  Spain  ;  count  Castel  Florida  ,  and  duke 
de  Sola-Mayor,  grandee  of  Spain. 
Juurnal  of  G'lverninent,  8lh  July,  1808. 
Government  has  received  by  the  vessel 
which  arrived  this  morning  dispatches  from 
Don  Sangos,  and  from  the  English  govern- 
ment, bearing  date  the  30th  of  last  month, 
the  pleasing  intelligence  that  the  said  gentle- 
man and  Don  Freyre  experienced  the  most 
distinguished  reception  on  the  part  of  the 
government,  and  were  received  with  en- 
thusiasm by  the  nation  ;  further  thit  on  the 
very  outset  of  thf-ir  negociation  they  were  of- 
fered succour  of  every  description,  which 
will  be  received  within  a  few  days,  and  that 
the  English  government  so  icits  permission 
to  establish  a  regular  intercourse  of  packets 
in  order  to  promote  a  prompt  communica- 
tion vvithCorunna.  The  royal  government  has 
ordered  these  happy  tidings  tube  communi- 
cated to  the  public  for  e  thsatisfaction  of    the 


to  heaven, 

O.nnipotent,   who  vouchsafes   to   bestow  on 

them  such  important  blessings. 

I'roiftxiiTHJS  at  Bayonne. 

On  thr  7th  of  July  the  jimta  at  Bayonne 
held  their  I2th  meeting.  It  was  the  day 
appointed  for  the  acceptance  of  the  new 
constitution.  In  the  chamber  where  they 
sat  were  erected  a  magnificen*  throne  and  a 
richly  decorated  altar,  the  service  of  which 
was  performed  by  the  Archbishop  of  Bur- 
gos. His  majesty,  being  seated  on  the  throne, 
delivered  the  following  speech  : 

Getitlemen  Deputies — I  was  desirous  of 
presenting  myself  in  the  midst  of  you  pre- 
vious to  your  separation  from  each  other. 
Assembled  in  consequence  of  one  of  the 
extraordinary  evenis  to  which  all  nations  in 
their  turn,  and  at  particular  conjunctures, 
are  subject,  and  in  pursu;^nce  of  ihedipo- 
sitions  of  the  emperor  Napoleon,  our  illus- 
trious brotlurr.— The  result  of  these  senti- 
men!s  will  be  consolidated  in  the  constita- 
tional  act,  which  will  be  forthwith  read  to 
you.  It  will  preserve  Spain  from  many  te- 
dious broils  which  were  easily  to  be  foreseen 
from  the  disquietude  wherewith  tiie  nation 
has  been  so  long  agitated. — The  turbulence 
which  still  prevails  in  some  of  the  provinces 
will  cease.,  as  soon  as  the  S^.nmiards  shall  have 
been  apprized  that  their  religion,  the  inte- 
grity and  independence  of  their  country, 
and  their  dearest  rights  are  secured  ;  as  soon 
as  they  shall  discover  the  germs  of  their 
prosperity  in  the  new  institutions — a  bles- 
sing which  the  neighbouring  nations  have 
not  obtained,  but  at  the  expence  of  blood- 
shed and  calamities  of  various  kinds. — 
Were  the  Spaniards  assembled  here  in  one 
body,  all  of  them,  as  having  the  sa.me  in- 
terests, would  be  animated  with  the  same 
.sentiments.  Then  shoidd  we  not  have  to 
bewail  the  niisfortunes  of  those  who,  misled 
by  foreign  intrigues,  must  be  subdued  by 
the  force  of  arms. — The  enemies  of  the 
continent,  by  the  disturbances  which  they 
have  excited  in  our  country,  expect  to  be- 
come masters  of  our  colonies.  Every  honest 
Spaniard  must  open  his  eyes,  and  all  must 
crowd  round  the  throne, — We  carry  along 
with  us  the  act  which  ascertains  the  rights 
and  reciprocal  dut.es  of  the  king  and  his 
people.  If  you  are  disposed  to  make  the 
same  sacrifices  with  us,  then  shall  Spain  be 
speedily  tranquil  and  happy  at  home,  and 
just  and  powerful  abroad.  To  this  we  .so- 
lemnly pledge  ourselves  in  the  presence  of 
God,  who  reads  the  hearts  of  men,  aiid 
rules  them  accor<ling  to  his  good  pleasure, 
and  who  never  forsakes  those  who  love  their 
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country,  and  fear  nothing  but  their  own 
consciences. 

The  act  of  constitution  was  then  read 
over  in  a  loud  voice  }  and  the  members  of 
the  junta,  on  the  question  being  put,  unani- 
mously declared  their  accpptance  of  it. — 
The  president  delivered  a  short  address  in 
answer  to  the  king's  speech,  after  which  the 
several  members  took  the  following  oath  : 
— "  I  swear  obedience  and  fidelity  to  the 
king,  the  constitution,  and  the  laws." — The 
junta  then  attended  his  majesty's  levee  to  pay 
him  their  respects  upon  this  occasion.  His  ma- 
jesty gave  them  the  most  gracious  reception, 
and  conversed  with  them  more  than  an  hour. 
•^His  majesty  set  out  for  Bayonne  at  six  in 
the  morning  of  the  9th,  on  his  journey  to 
Madrid.  His  majesty  the  emperor  accom- 
panied him  lor  the  first  post.  On  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  two  sovereigns,  tiie  king  took 
into  his  carriage  M.  d'Azanza,  minister  of 
the  Indies,  and  the  duke  del  Parque,  captain 
of  the  life  guards.  His  majesty  entered 
Spain  by  Irun,  and  was  expected  to  reach 
St.  Sebastian's  at  two  o'clock  on  the  same 
day  (the  pih)  where  he  was  to  remain  until 
the  following  day.  His  majesty  has  near  a 
hundred  carriages  in  his  suite.  — The  mem- 
bers of  the  junta  set  off  in  three  divisions  3 
the  first  on  the  8th,  the  second  on  the  9th, 
and  the  third  on  the  10th  ;  each  of  which 
will  alternately  accompany  his  majesty  on 
his  journey. — The  following  is  the  act  of 
guarantee  of  the  new  constitution  of  Na- 
ples : 

Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of  God,  einperor 
of  the  French,  &c.  Our  dearly  beloved 
brother  prince  Joseph  Napoleon,  king  of 
Naples  and  Sicily,  having  submitted  to  our 
approbation  the  constitutional  statute,  which 
is  to  serve  for  the  groundwork  of  political 
legislation  for  the  kingdom  of  the  two  Sici- 
lies, we  have  approved,  and  do  approve  of 
the  said  statute,  and  guarantee  its  execution 
on  the  part  of  the  sovereign  and  the  people 
of  these  kingdom. — Given  at  our  imperial 
and  royal  palace  at  Bayonne,  June  20,  180S. 
Natoleon. 

The  following  proclamation  has  been  pub- 
lished here  : 

The  illustrious  emperor  of  the  French 
and  king  of  Italy,  our  dearest  and  most 
well-beloved  brother,  has  transferred  all  his 
right  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  conveyed  to 
him  by  the  conventions  entered  into  with 
king  Charles  II.  and  the  princes  of  his 
house,  between  the  5th  and  10th  of  May. 
Doubtless,  Providence  has  given  its  sanction 
to  our  intentions,  as  it  has  "opened  to  us  so 
wide  a  career;  it  will  also  furnish  us  the 
necessary  strength  to  establish  the  happiness 


of  a  noble  people,  whom  it  has  committed  to 
our  care.  It  alone  can  read  our  soul,  and 
we  shall  th^n  be  fortunate  when  we,  in  an- 
swer to  so  many  hopes,  shall  be  able  to  give 
a  proof  of  Jiaving  accomplished  the  glorious 
task  which  has  been  imposed  upon  us.  The 
maintenance  of  the  holy  religion  of  our 
forefathers,  in  the  happy  state  in  which  wc 
find  it,  and  of  the  integrity  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  monarchy,  shall  be  our  first 
duties.  Assisted  by  the  good  spirit  of  the 
clergy,  the  nobles,  and  the  people,  we  hope 
again  to  restore  the  time  when  the  whole 
world  was  full  of  the  glory  of  the  Spanish 
name;  and  we  aho  hope  to  establish  tran- 
quillity in  the  circle  of  every  family,  and  to 
confirm  the  happiness  ot  the  people  by  a 
well  regulated  organization.  Ihe  establish- 
ment of  public  prosperity,  with  as  little 
injury  as  possible  to  private  interests,  shall 
be  the  spirit  of  our  administration.  May 
our  people  be  made  happy !  Then  shall  we 
glory  iu  their  prosperity.  What  otlering 
can  be  more  pleasing  to  us  ?  We  shall 
reign,  not  for  ourselves,  but  for  the  Spa- 
niards.  1,  THE  King. — Bayonne,    June 

10,   1808. 

Proclamation  at  Fitloria,   i.2th  July,   1808. 

Don  Joseph  Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  and  the  constitution  of  the  state,  king  of 
Spain  and  the  Indies. 

Spaniards  ! — On  entering  the  territory  of 
a  people,  the  government  of  whom  Provi- 
dence has  confided  to  me,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  explain  the  sentiments  which  I  entertain. 
— In  ascending  the  throne.  I  rely  upon  find- 
ing among  you  some  generous  souls  who 
will  second  my  efforts  to  restore  this  people 
to  the  possession  of  their  ancient  splendour. 
The  constitution,  to  the  observance  of  which 
you  are  about  to  pledge  yourselves  by  your 
oaths,  secures  the  exercise  of  our  holy  reli- 
gion, and  of  civil  and  political  freedom. 
It  establishes  a  national  representation,  and 
restores  your  ancient  cortes  in  an  ameliorated 
form.  It  appoints  a  senate,  forming  the 
guarantee  of  individualliberty,  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  throne  in  critical  circumstances, 
and  constituting  also  an  honourable  asylum 
and  reward  to  thoi>e  who  shall  have  perform- 
ed .signal  services  to  the  state. — The  courts 
of  justice,  the  interpreters  of  the  laws,  di- 
vested of  passion  and  favour,  shall,  in  pro- 
nouncing judgment,  be  impartial,  free,  and 
independent. — Merit  and  virtue  shall  be  the 
only  claims  to  the  holding  of  public  offices. 
— Unless  I  am  disappointed  in  my  wishes, 
your  agriculture  and  commerce  shall  flourish, 
free  from  those  restraints  which  have  hither- 
to retarded  their  prosperity, —  Desirous  of 
rulirg  accoiding  to  the  laws,  I  will  be  the 
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first  to  give  an  example  of  the  honour  wliich 
should  be  paid  to  them. — [  enter  among  you 
Mfith  the  greatest  confidence,  surrounded 
with  those  meritorious  individuals,  wlio 
have  concealed  iVom  nie  nothing  which  they 
have  thought  necessary  for  your  interests. — 
Blind  pasbions,  false  rumours,  the  intrigues 
of  the  common  enemy  of  the  continent, 
anxious  only  to  separate  the  Indies  from 
Spain,  have  plunged  some  of  you  into  the 
most  dreadful  state  of  anarchy.  My  heart 
bleeds  at  the  view  of  it ;  but  this  evil,  bow- 
ever  considerable  it  may  be,  may  instanta- 
neously cease. —  Spaniards,  only  unite  around 
my  throne.  Conduct  yourselves  so  as  that 
internal  disturbances  shall  not  deprive  me  of 
that  time  which  I  wish  to  employ  in  hbour- 
ing  for  your  happiness,  nor  deprive  me  of 
the  means  of  accomplishing  that  object.  I 
esteem  you  enough  to  persuade  myself  that 
you  will  make  e\t;ry  exertion  to  obtain  and 
merit  that  happiness,  which  is   the   dearest 

object   of  my  wishes. 1,  the  King. 

(To  In  contlnut-dj 

Popedom. Papers  relative  to  the  Seizure 

of  the  Papal  Duminions  ty  Buonaparte. 
No.  I,  Palace  of  the  Quirinul,  March  2. 
The  French  commander  has  proceeded  to 
such  an  excess  of  violence  and  outrage  with- 
in these  few  last  days,  that  the  patience  and 
resignation  of  his  holiness,  without  being  in 
the  least  altered,  have  yet  been  found  to  ex- 
hibit some  signs  of  just  indignation.  The 
above  commander,  on  a  sudden  seized  the 
general  post-otiice,  with  a  picquet  of  soldiers, 
and  displaced  the  superintendant,  to  examine 
all  correspondence,  in  defiance  of  the  public 
law.  He  incorporated  by  violence  the  troops 
of  the  Pope  into  the  French  army  j  he  ba- 
nished from  Rorne  colonel  Bracci,  for  being 
faithful  to  his  prince  ;  and  lastly  he  put 
guards  upon  all  the  printing  offices,  that  he 
might  deprive  the  head  of  t'he  church  of  the 
liberty  of  using  the  press. — Each  of  these  at- 
tempts would  be  sufficient  to  shew  what  wa? 
meant  by  the  note  of  February  23,  which 
announced  that  the  French  army  would  direct 
its  march  to  Rome,  uixler  the  pretext  of 
freeing  that  city  from  tho^e  whom  it  chooses 
to  call  Neapolitan  brigands.  Each  of  these 
•nttempts  shews  what  excesses  of  outrage  and 
irreverence  have  marked  the  insults  offered 
to  the  dignity  of  the  visible  head  of  the 
church.  But  the  French  army  has  not  con- 
fined itself  within  these  bounds.  In  order 
to  crown  its  atrocities,  the  French  soldiers 
have  dared  to  lay  hands  on  our  cardinals,  have 
dragged  them  from  the  arms  of  the  holy  fa- 
ther, and  conducted  them  to  Rome  as  state 
criminals. — Violence  and  abuse    of  power 
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could  not  certainly  be  carried  farther.  His 
holiness,  who  has  lately  seen  himself  depri- 
ved of  the  attributes  of  .sovereignty,  who  has 
seen  his  power  and  his  dignity  insulted  under 
a  thousand  forms,  by  an  army  which  he  was 
still  willing  to  consider  as  friendly,  could 
not  however  have  believed  that  it  would  have 
proceeded  to  this  extremity,  wliich  has,  above 
every  thing  else,  struck  the  deepest  to  his 
heart. — The  holy  father,  who,  like  a  lamb, 
has  suffered  in  silence  and  with  resignation 
this  excess  of  insult,  was  roused  only  by  this 
latter  instance.  He  commanded  the  under- 
signed to  write  once  n.ore,  and  to  transmit 
to  your  illustrious  higliness,  in  the  strongest 
and  most  energetic  language,  his  complaintSj 
to  lay  before  you  all  the  horror  of  these  hos- 
tile proceedings  ;  and  to  represent  to  you 
how  much  he  felt  himself  degraded  in  the 
face  of  Europe,  by  the  violent  and  unheard 
of  measures  which  the  French  army  has  com- 
pleted in  attacking  the  dignity  of  the  cardi- 
nals, which  is  an  emanation  from  his  own. 
The  holy  father  placing  all  his  confideiice  in 
God  alone,  will  wait  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  of  his  sacred  duty,  to  see  how  far 
the  French  army  is  uiclined  to  abuse  his 
meekness  and  his  patience,  and  if  at  length 
it  will  put  an  end  to  the  unmerited  insults 
and  outrages  which  it  has  committed  against 
the  sovereign  of  Rome,  and  the  head  of  the 
catholic  church. — Such  is  the  positive  order 
which  the  pro-secretary  of  state  has  received 
from  his  holiness,  and  which  he  feels  it  his 
sacred  duty  to  fulfil  without  the  least  devia- 
tion.— He  renews  to  your  illustrious  highness 
the  assurance  of  his  sincere  consideration. 
G.  Card.  Dori.v  Pamfili.— To  Signor  Le- 
febvre,  French  Charge  cV Affaires. 

No.  II,  dated  March  13,  1808,  is  a 
sharp  and  spirited  remonstrance  against  the 
imprisonment  and  threatened  removal  of 
some  officers  of  his  holiness's  army,  who 
protested  against  its  incorporation  with  that 
of  France,  and  declared  that  they  would  not 
continue  to  serve  under  such  an  arrangement. 

No.  Ill,  dated  March  2a,  1S08,  is  a  copy 
of  a  letter  writcn  by  order  of  his  holiness, 
to  all  the  cardinals  who  were  ordered  to  retire 
from  Rome.  He  commands  them  by  their 
allegiance  not  to  remove  from  the  capital, 
except  they  were  compelled  thereto,  and 
not  to  continue  their  journey  longer  than 
such  compdsion  existed.  Among  these 
cardinals  we  find  the  name  of  his  holiness's 
minister  cardinal  Pamfili,  who  was  succeed- 
ed by  cardinal  Gabrielli. 

]\^o.  W. —March  27,  1808.  Cardinal  Ga- 
brielli, pro-secretary  of  state  to  his  holiness, 
has  received  positive  orders  from  the  holy  fa- 
ther in  p--  ri'  ;n  to  inform  your  iilustrious  high.- 
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ness,  that  the  violence  committed  against 
■the  persons  of  (he  cardinals,  natives  of  the 
•kingdom  of  Naples,  never  would  have  been 
belitved,  if  it  had  not  been  repeated  against 
4he  persons  of  the  cardinals  born  in  the  king- 
dom of  Italy,  and  the  countries  united  to 
France. — I'he  holy  father  cannot  at  present 
be  ignorant,  that  it  is  not  only  intended  to 
deprive  hi  in  of  his  tcn-.noral  authority,  but 
that  there  is  also  a  design  to  destroy  the  «pi- 
j-itual  government  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
•represented  by  the  sacred  cellege,  which  is 
the  senate  of  the  sovereign  pontiii". — He  has 
seen  w  iih  horror  and  surprise  those  principles 
and  maxims  wliich  break  the  most  sacied 
bands  by  vvhicli  the  cardinals  are  united  to 
*he  Pope  by  all  the  force  of  a  solemn  oath, 
preceded  and  followed  as  they  have  been,  by 
all  the  indignities  to  which  the  head  of  the 
church  has  only  been  exposed.  Examples 
of  such  enormities  are  only  to  be  found  in 
the  time  of  the  republic,  when  Rome  saw 
themostsicred  principles  trodden  under  foot. 
— If  a  secular  priiicc,  professing  tlie  catholic 
reli'^ion,  and  believing  that  he  lias  a  right  to 
detain  in  his  territories,  as  his  subjects,  car- 
dinals of  the  church  of  Rome,  finds  himself 
still  under  the  necessity  of  treating  them  with 
that  res|>ect  due  to  the  eminent  character 
bv  which  they  are  connected  willi  the  holy 
pontitf',  it  follows  that  he  has  no  rigiit  to  ba- 
nish theni,  or  to  remove  them  by  open  force, 
th  s  tearing  from  the  chief  of  the  universal 
church  so  many  of  his  fellow-  labourers. — 
This  attempt,  which  will  be  a  theme  of  re- 
proach in  the  present  and  future  age,  has 
particularly  wounded  the  feeling  mind  ot  his 
lioliness,  as  well  on  account  ot  the  unheard- 
of  insvilt  which  has  been  ottered  to  the  cardi- 
nal dignity, 'as  the  outrage  to  his  holy  person 
by  which  it  was  acompauicd  5  his  vicar  and 
■prime  minister  having  no  more  been  respect- 
ed than  the  bishops  who  were  torn  from 
their  respective  dioceses. — The  holy  finher, 
aware  of  all  the  evils  which,  the.se  cruel  and 
violent  measures  must  necessarily  cause  to 
the  Sj)iritual  government  of  the  cliurch,  has 
commanded  the  undersigned  to  protest 
strongly  against  them,  and  to  require  at  the 
same  time  that  the  cnrdinais  forcibly  carried 
oli'against  every  principle  of  the  rights  of 
nations,  be  liberated.  As  to  the  rest,  always 
resigned  to  the  judgments  of  God,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  iimate  testimony  of  a  pure  con- 
science, he  will  patiently  support  in  the 
cause  of  justice  the  hard  treatment  which  hr 
has  not  nieiiied,  and  faithful  to  his  sacred 
dmy.  after  having  exhausted  all  his  efl'ort-; 
to  allay  the  tempest  which  fliakes  the  holy 
seat,  he  will  k-ave  to  heaven  the  care  of  pro- 
tecting and  defending  it,  and   to  posterity 
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the  right  of  pronouncing  on  the  justice  of  his 
cause. — Such  are  the  sentiments  which  his 
holiness  has  peremptorily  commanded  the 
undersigned  to  express  to  your  illustrious 
highness,  and  in  performing  this  duly,  hs 
renews,  &:c.  P.  Cardinal  Gabrielli. 
To  M.  Lffehvre,  French  Ckarge  d'Jffaires. 

No,  V,  is  a  note  written  by  cardinal  Ga- 
brielli to  the  Pope's  treasurer,  containing 
his  holiness's  order  to  pay  cardinals  Saluzzo 
and  Pignatelli,  transported  to  the  north  of 
Italy,  and  who.se  property  at  Naples  was 
contiscated,  the  sum  of  1000  crowns  each  ; 
provided  the  treasurer  could  produce  so 
much,  of  which  his  holiness  is  much  in 
doubt. 

No.  VI — April  7,  ISOS. — ^This  morning 
at  six  o'clock,  a  French  detachment  appeared 
at  the  gate  of  his  holiness's  palace,  and  the 
porter  on  duty  having  intubated  to  the  offi- 
cer who  commanded  it,  that  he  could  not 
permit  armed  persons  to  enter,  but  that  if 
he  was  desirous  of  coming  in  by  himself, 
he  would  not  prevent  hiin,  the  latter  ap- 
peared satisfied.  He  ordered  the  troops  to 
halt,  and  to  fall  back  some  paces.  The 
porter  then  opened  the  wicket,  and  allowed 
the  officer  to  enter.  But  he  was  hardly  on 
the  threshold,  when  he  made  a  signal  to  the 
soldiers,  who  immediately  rushed  forward, 
and  presented  their  bayonets  to  the  porter's 
breast.  After  having  gained  admission  by 
such  deceit  and  violence,  the  soldiers  pushed 
forward  to  the  guard  room  of  the  militia  of 
Campidoglio,  in  the  interior  of  the  palace, 
iinmedialely  bioke  open  the  doors,  and 
seized  the  muskets,  with  which  this  militia 
were  accustomed  to  mount  guard  in  one  of 
the  autichambers  of  his  holiness. — With 
equal  violence  the  French  troops  rushed  to 
the  quarters  of  his  holiness's  noble  guard, 
and  si'ized  (he  carbines  which  they  made  use 
of  when  they  mounted  guard  in  the  apart- 
ment next  to  that  of  his  holiness.  A  French 
officer  then  addressed  the  captain  of  the 
Swiss  guards,  and  told  him,  as  well  as  the 
few  soldiers  there  assembled,  that  from  that 
day,  the  Swiss  guards  were  to  receive  their 
orders  from  the  French  general  to  which 
they  would  not  consent.  The  same  order 
was  communicated  to  the  commander  of  the 
stationary  guard,  on  duty  at  the  barriers, 
who  also  refused  to  acknowledge  it,  and 
was  in  consequence  immediately  sent  to  (he 
castle. — \n  (lie  meantime  different  French 
detachmenis  scoured  the  town,  and  arrested 
and  carried  to  the  castle  all  the  noble  guards, 
even  including  their  commander. —The  holy 
father,  apprised  of  these  iiorrid  outrages' 
overwhelmed  by  (he  grief  which  tlicy  have 
prodtflced,  has  expresiily  ordered  the  under- 
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signed  to  protest  strongly  against   them,  and 
to  declare  frankly  to  your  iUiistrions  lordship, 
that   each   dav   adds  to  the  measure  of  the 
insults  which  are  pouring  on  his  sacred  per- 
son, and  that  he  is  every  day  more  and  more 
deprived  of  his.  rights  as  a  sovereign. — It  was 
not  sufficient  for  the  French  army  to  signa- 
lize its  entrance  into  Rome  by  planting  can- 
non against  the  palace   of  his  holiness,  and 
ofiering  such  unworthy  violation  to  his  resi- 
dence, but  it  has  added  to  this   violence,  by 
forcing  the  Swiss  guard,   and  entering  with 
arms  into  the  peaceable   abode  of  the    sove- 
reign    pontiff,      rudely    bursting   open    the 
doois,  and  seizing  the  arms  rather  intended 
for  the  honour  than  the  defence   of    his  sa- 
cred   person,  arresting  liis   guards,  and,  in 
short,  depriving  him,  by  these  violent  mea- 
sures, not  only  of  his  guards,   but  even  his 
honour.  —  His  holiness  requires,  in   the  first 
place,  that  all  individuals  of  his  guard    who 
have  been  imprisoned  without  any  reason, 
and  contrary   to    every  principle  of    right, 
be  liberaled ;     and  he    afterwards    declares 
solemnly,  that  to  all  these  outrages  he  only 
opposes  and  will  oppose  patience,    and,    du- 
ring the  time  such  treatment  may  continue, 
that  meekness  of  which  his  heavenly  Master 
has  left  him  an  example.      llis    long  impri- 
sonment,  and  the  injustice  which  he  has  ex- 
perienced,   have   made  him   a  spectacle  to 
the  world,    to   angels,    and   to   men. — He 
awaits  witii  resignation,    but  with   an   tin- 
shaken   firmness  in  his   principles,    all   that 
violence  can  attempt  against  the  head  of  the 
catholic    church  ;    well    assured,     that  anv 
humiliation  he  may   receive  will  turn  to  the 
glory  of    religion   itself. — Such,    precisely, 
are  the  sentiments  which  hi'?  holiness   com- 
mands me  to  express  to  your  illustrious  lord- 
ship.    He  renews  to  your  highness  the   as- 
suranceSj    &c. —  P,   Cardinal   Gabrielli. 
• — To  M.  Lefehvre, French  Charge  d\-l  fin  ires. 
No.  Vll.— ^pWZ    11,    1808.— When    his 
holiness    perceived,    with    no   less  surprise 
than  grief^  thi't  his  troops  were  forcibly  in- 
corporated with  the  French   army,  and  that 
punishment  was  intiicted  on   such  of  them 
as  remained  faithful  to  their  lawful  sovereign, 
he  thought  it  proper  that  his  guards  and  the 
few   militia    of     Campidoglio    and    of    the 
barriers,  who  were  not  yet  incorporated  and 
placed  under  the  command  of   the  French 
general,    should  wear  a  new  cockade. — The 
object  which  his  holiness  had  in  thus    chan- 
ging the  cockade,    was  to    signify    publicly 
how   much  he  disapproved    the  violent    in- 
corporation w()ich  took  place,    and  to   ma- 
nifest his  firm  determination  to  remain  neu- 
tral, and  to  be    in   no  ways  responsible  for 
the    actions  ot    the    incorporated  soldiers, 
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whom  he  no  longer  considers  as   belonging 
to  him.      This  reasf)n  was,  by  order  of    the 
lioly  father,  officially  notified  to  your  illustri- 
ous lordship;  and  to  all  the  diplomatic  body, 
by  wliom,      according    to    the  established 
usages,  a  pattern  of  the  new  cockade,    was 
sent. —  After  a    preliminary   declaration    of 
this  frank  nature,  his   holiness  never  could 
have  conceived  that  the  purity  of  his  inten- 
tions would  be  calumniated   by  the  circula- 
tion of  a  report  that  the  new  cockade    was 
the  signal  of  an   union   against   the   French 
army,  as  inserted  in    the  order  of  the  day, 
■which  was  yesterday  published  and   posted 
in  every  quarter  of  Fiome,  as  well  as  in  the 
provinces. — The  holy    father  is   willing  to 
believe  that  this  order  was   the   consequence 
of  the  false  representations  made  to  his  ma- 
jesty the   emperor  and   king. — In  fact,    if 
the  real   object  which   his   holiness  had   in 
changing  the  cockade  h.id   been  communi- 
cated to  his  maie!>ty,  had   he  also  been  ac- 
quainted that  the  French  military  comman- 
der had  ordered  it  to  be  worn  by  all  the  in- 
corporated troops,  he  surely  would  not  have 
designated  it  as  a  signal  of  union  against  the 
French  troops,  since  it  was    worn    by   those 
very   troops  who  composed   part    of     the 
French    army. — Although    the   holy  father 
is  well  persuaded  that  the  people   of  Ronie 
and  the  whole  world  will   render  justice  to 
his  pare  and  loyal  conduct,    and  that  he  is 
also  equally   certain  that  no  one  will   adopt 
the  suspicions,  by   which  the  minister  of  a 
God   of    peace,    possessing   no   malice,    is 
pointed  out  as  conceiving  projects   of  revo- 
lution and  blood  ;    nevertheless  the  horrible 
colours  in  which  an  act  of  his   majesty,  the 
most  innocent  possible,     is   endeavoured  to 
be  represented,  have  afflicted  him  with  such 
poigp.ant  grief,  that  he  has  ordered  the  pro- 
secrt-tary  ot    state,    Cardinal   Gabrielli,    to 
complain  to  your  illustrious  lordship,  and  to 
request  you,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  true, 
to  acquaint  his  majesty  with   the   real   point 
of  view  in  which  this  change   of    the  cock- 
ade should  be  considered. — The  holy  father, 
always  consistent,     declares   solemnly,  that 
the  orders  of  the  day,  published  and  posted 
up,  are  highly  injurious  to  his   character, 
his  dignity,  and  his  jights  as   a  sovereign  ; 
that  conformable  with  the  right  which  every 
prince  has,    of   m.aking  their    troops    wear 
whatever  distinguishing   marks  they   think 
proper,  he  ordered    the  new  cockade,    for 
the  purpose  of  shewing  the   world  that   he 
no  longer  recognised  as  his  the  troops  who 
were  incorporated   with  and   placed    under 
the    command    of     the   French  ;     and  th:it 
without  having  committed   any  crime,  ai:d 
only    for    having  discharged   til  eir    duty  in 
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obeying  their  sovereign,  the  persons  who 
composed  his  noble  guards,  and  some  other 
officers,  have  been  imprisoncii. — To  reheve 
the  iniiocenl,  the  holy  father  requires  and 
claims  their  liberation,  which  he  has  hither- 
to demanded  to  no  purpose,  and  which  at 
present  he  claims  again. — The  Miideisigned 
having  taithtiiily  performed  the  orders  ot  his 
holines>5,  has  the  opportunity  of  renewing  to 
your  illustrious  lordship  the  assvirance,  ^c. 
— Cakoinai-  G.\cuIK1,t,^ — To  M.  Lij\:ivre, 
French  Charge  d'J^'aires. 
No.   Wll.'—Cojty  nf  a  Nole  from   his  Ex 

ceUoncy  M,   de   Champagne,   to   hn    Ex' 

cplli-ncif  Cardinal  Caprara. 

The  undersigned  minister  for  foreign  af- 
fairs of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  king  ot  Italy,  has  laid  before  his 
majesty  the  note  ot  Cardinal  Caprara,  tu 
■fi'hich  he  is  commanded  to  return  the  fol- 
lowing answer  : — The  emperor  cannot  re- 
cognize the  principle,  that  the  prelates  are 
not  the  subjects  of  the  sovereign,  under 
whose  authority  they  are  born. — As  to  the 
second  question,  the  proposal  of  his  majesty 
is,  and  from  which  he  will  never  depart, 
that  all  Italy,  Rome,  Naples,  and  Milan, 
shall  enter  into  an  ottensive  and  defensive 
treaty,  for  the  purpose  ot  removing  from 
the  peninsula  commotions  and  hostilities. — 
If  the  holy  father  accede  to  this  proposal, 
every  thing  is  settled.  If  he  refuse  it,  he 
announces  by  such  a  determination  that 
he  wishes  for  no  arrangement,  no  peace 
with  the  emperor,  and  that  he  is  at  war 
with  him.  The  first  consequence  of  war 
is  conquest,  and  the  re^ult  of  conquest  is 
change  of  government  :  for  if  the  emperor 
i.s  under  the  necessity  of  going  to  war  with 
Rome,  is  he  not  also  under  the  necessity  of 
conquering  it,  of  changing  the  government, 
of  establishing  another  which  shall  make 
common  cause  against  the  common  enemy 
with  the  kingdom  of  Naples  ?  What  other 
guarantee  could  he  have  lor  the  tranquillity 
and  security  of  Italy,  if  these  two  king- 
doms were  separated  by  a  state,  in  which 
their  enemies  would  be  certain  of  meeting 
a  cordial  reception. — These  alterations,  be- 
come necessary  if  the  holy  father  persists 
in  his  refusal,  will  take  away  from  him 
none  of  his  spiritual  rights.  He  will  con- 
tinue bishop  of  Rome,  as  his  predecessors 
were  during  the  eight  first  ages,  and  under 
Charlemagne.  it  will,  however,  be  a 
subject  of  grief  to  his  majesty,  to  see  the 
work  of  genius,  of  political  wisdom,  and 
of  understanding,  destroyed  by  imprudence., 
obstinacy,  and  Llindness. — At  the  very 
moment  that  the  undersigned  rcceiveU  or- 


ders to  return  this  answer  to  Cardinal  Cap- 
rara. he  received  the  note  of  the  30th  of 
March,  which  his  eminence  did  him  the 
honour  of  writing  to  him.  This  note  has 
two  objec;s  in  view  ;  the  first  to  announce 
the  cessation  of  the  powc-rs  of  the  legate  of 
the  holy  chair,  to  notify  it  against  the  or- 
dinary forms  and  usages  at  the  eve  of  holy 
week,  at  a  time  when  the  cotirtof  Rome, 
if  it  were  still  animated  by  a  true  evangelical 
spirit,  would  feel  it  its  duty  to  multiply 
spiritual  succours,  and  to  preach,  by  its 
ex.Tinple,  union  amongst  the  faithful.  Rut 
be  i!  as  it  may,  the  holy  father  having  with- 
drawn his  powers  from  his  eminence,  the 
emperor  no  longer  acknowledges  him  as 
legate.  1  he  Trench  church  resumes  the 
full  integrity  of  its  doctrine.  Its  know- 
ledge, its  piety  will  continue  to  preserve  in 
France  the  Catholic  religion,  which  the 
emperor  will  always  consider  it  his  glory  to 
defend,  and  cause  to  be  respected — The 
second  object  of  the  note  of  his  excellency 
Cardinal  Caprara,  is  to  demand  his  pass- 
ports as  ambassador.  I'he  undersigned  has 
the  honour  to  enclose  them.  His  majesty 
sees  with  regret  this  formal  demand  of  pass-' 
ports,  which  the  practice  of  modern  lime.s 
regards  as  a  real  declaration  of  war.  Rome 
is  then  at  war  with  France,  and  in  this  state 
of  affairs,  his  majesty  is  obliged  to  issue 
the  orders  which  the  tranquillity  of  Italy 
rendered  necessary. — The  resolution  to  pro- 
duce this  rupture  lias  been  chosen  by  the 
court  of  Rome  at  a  time  when  it  believes 
that  its  arms  are  powerful  enough  to  shew 
thai  it  may  have  recourse  to  other  extremi- 
tiess,  but  their  effects  will  be  checked  by 
the  illuir.iiia'ion  of  the  age.  Temporal  and 
spiritual  authcjrlty  are  no  longcrconfounded. 
The  royal  dignity  consecrated  by  God  him- 
self is  above  any  attack. — The  undersigned 
wishes  that  the  observations  which  he  is  or- 
dered to  transmit  to  Cardinal  Caprara  may 
induce  hii  holiness  to  accede  to  the  proposal 
of  his  majesty.  Fle  has  the  honour  to  re- 
new to  his  excellency  the  assurances  of 
his  highest  consideration. — Champagny. — 
Paris,  April  3,   ISOS. 

Portugal. — Proclamation   of  the    Magis- 
tratc  representing   the  People  of  OporlOj^ 
termed,  the  Judge  of  the  People. 
I'eople  of  Porto,  noble  subjects  of  an  in- 
imitable prince,  and  brave  restorers  of  his  le- 
gitimate rights:— On  the  4th  inst.  (July),  yoti 
elected  me  (by  the  votes  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  corporations)  representative  ma- 
gistrate of  the  people  of  this  noble  and  august 
city.     After  accusing  you  of  a   misplace^ 


221} 


AUGUST  6,    16G9, 


election,  and  imploring  heaven  to  assist  me 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty,  1  crave 
your  attention  to  what  I  am  going  to  say. — 
You,  on   the    18th    of  June,  performf.-d    a 
deed,  which,    when   inserted  in  liie  history 
of    our   country,    v/ill,    perhaps,   stimulate 
jealousy   among  the  ashes  of  those    heroes 
who  have  bled  for  it  ;  you  have  performed  a 
miracle,  permit  me  the  expression,   for  to 
die  is   but  natural,  and  the  act  of  bringing 
to    resurrection   is  an  attribute  of  supreme 
divinity ;  and  the  name  of  our  august  and 
amiable  prince  having  been  destroyed  by  the 
treachery   of  a    tyrant,  who   substituted  his 
own    name,  ordering  before   our   eyes   the 
commission   of    the   most   sacrilegious   and 
most  horrid  of  all  atrocious  crimes,  I   mean 
the  demolition  of  the  sacred  painting,  which 
brings  to   onr    memory    the    live   fountains 
which  issued  on  the  heights  of  Mount  Cal- 
vary, to   cleanse  and   wash  the  sins  of  the 
world  ;  I  mean   the  five  wounds  of  our  PiC- 
deemer,  !)tfered  oa  the  plains  of  Ourique  to 
our  tirst  king,  as  emblems  of  honour  to  be 
blazoned   on    the   standards;     you    brought 
every    thing    to    resurrection   on     the    said 
day    of    the     18th,    as    on    this    very   day 
the  name  of  our  sovereign  appears  mounted 
high  over  the  name  of  Napoleon,  picturing 
to  onr  imagination  a  true  representation  of 
the  archangel  St.  Michael,  and  on  this  same 
day,  ever  memorable,  from  all  parts  rise  in- 
stantaneously the  arms  of  the  royal  house  of 
Braganza  displaying  greater  brilliancy  than 
those  thousand  shields  which  are  suspended 
from  the  tower  of  David  !  But  what  do  I  say  ? 
A  miracle  !     My  thoughts  have  misled  me, 
the  name  of  our  august  never  died  among 
usj  it   always  retained   its  life,  though  sa- 
credly preserved  in  our  bosom.s,  where  our 
hearts   paid   and   devoted   to  him  the  most 
humble  adorations  J  and  if,  by  an   intrusive 
and  treacherous  exaction,   we  rendered  any 
vassalage  to   that  monster  of  iniquities,  to 
that  man   called  emperor  of  the  French,  it 
was  the  effect  only  of  a  refined  hypocrisy. 
Have  we  not  brought  to  resurrection  the  ar- 
my of  Braganza,  which,  although  they  were 
demolished  in   the   edifices,  always  existed 
untouched  in   the   image  of  Jesus   Christ, 
painted  with  his  most  precious  blood  ?     Yes ; 
what  we  have  done  with  the  permission   of 
heaven,  has  been  the  natural  result  of  the 
Portuguese  bravery  and  valour  solely  confin- 
ed by  the  orders  given  to  us  by  our  august  on 
the  eve  of  his  departure — not  entirely  con- 
scious of  the  perfidy  of  the  tyrant,  we  know 
the  treachery  of  Buonaparte,  marked  under 
the  cloaks   of  friendship ;  we  know  him  to 
be  the  chief  of  the  numerous  banditti  spread 
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over  Europe  ;   we  know  finally  that  he  was 
an  individual,   witliout  fnith,  belief,  or  reli- 
gion, and  this  prompted  us  to  see  the  oppor- 
tunity  approaching,  when   we    might  leach 
that  villain  what  is  Portuguese  valour,  inhe- 
rited from  those  who  subdued  great  part  of 
the  universe,  displaying  their   standards  on 
almost  the  laat   barriers   of  the  world;  and 
this  made  us  on  the  glorious  ISth  declare  our 
independence,  and,  proclaim  in  loud  voices, 
which  reached    heaven,  the  august  name  of 
our  Don  John  VI.  prince  regent  of  Portugal ; 
it  was  on  this  account  that  1  saw  ye,  loved 
countrymen,  like  men  converted  into  wild 
beasts,  running   towards   the    plain   of    St. 
Ovid,   there    to  wait  for  the  enemy  resem- 
bling hungry  wolves  who  run  towards  lambs. 
Your  hunger  is  not  satiated,  your  rage  in- 
creases, and  you  protest  you  will  feed  on  the 
blood  of  that  portion  of  Frenchmen  who  in- 
fest awgust  Lisbon  ;   finally,  nobody  can  re- 
press you  !   Ah  !   what  heroic  traits  of  valour 
glow   in   the  hearts   of  the  Portonians,  and 
what  admirable  examples  of  fidelity  will  they 
not  leave  to  posterity  !     Continue  then,  my 
beloved  countrymen  ;  let  ih'-;  consummation 
of  the  glory  of  Porto  be  perfect.      But  hear 
me  for  a  while,  do  not  allow  that  glory  to  be 
tarnished  or  diminished   by  any  action  that 
your  overleaping   rage  may  dictate  to  you 
without  reflection; — honour,  let  honour  be 
our  guide  ;  let  us  not  do  any   thing  which 
may  displease  the  supreme  council  which  go- 
verns US;  reflect  that  it  is  composed  of  men 
as   wise  as  they  are  virtuous ;  and  who  toil 
by  clay  and  by  night  to  support  the  brilliancy 
of  our  glory :  yes,  government   is  the  first 
to  lose  its  life  for  the  country,  and  who  as 
readily  will  make  every  traitor  suffer ;  but 
order  is  necessary  in  every  arrangement ;  let 
us,    therefore,   consult   government,  let  us 
obey  their  directions.     Government  repre- 
sents the  prince,  and  who  does  not  obey   it 
oflends  the    prince  :  if  we  act  against  their 
orders  we  destroy  our  own  work;    and   it 
will  be  praising  the  piince  at  one  time,  and 
offending   him  at  another.     See  that  justice 
is   a   part  of  God,  and  who  offends  justice 
offends  God,  and  then  greater  evils  will  be- 
fall us  than   those  caused  by  the   tyrant. 
i  I  shall   not   treat  you  as  your  judge   in  the 
plenitude  of  authority,  but  as   your  friend, 
and  the  protector  of  your  welfare;  I  there- 
fore request  you  will  lay  before  me  all  your 
pretensions,  which,  if  they  exceed   the  li- 
mits of  my  jurisdiction,  1   shall  offer  them 
to  the  consideration  of  the  supreme  gov:>rn- 
raent,  that  it   may  resolve  on   vour  behalf. 
Let  us  not  be  despotic,  for  we  offend  heaven, 
and  it  endangers  the  harmony  which  should 
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subsist  ameng  ns  j  let  us  make  our  enemy  .  commitice  of  counr'l  for  trade  and  foreign 
bite  himself  with  eiivv,  to  see  that  at  the  I  pl.mtatioiis,  to  acqinint  yon,  that  in  conse- 
same  time  that  we  are  brave  warriors,  we  j  quence  of  a  r'connuernidtion  from  their  lord- 
love  one  another  with  reciprocity.  Let  no  |  ships,  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admi- 
tumultsor  discordant  voices  be  heard  among  j  ralty  have  been  pk-ased  to  givtr  in^truciions 
vs,  but  only  the  repeatt-d,  cordial,  and  bar-  |  to  the  admir:ds  cnmnianding  on  he  Jamaica 
monions  clamours  of  long  live  the  prince  ■  and  Leeward  Islands  stations  'ii'd  to  sir  Sid- 
our  lord,  and   long  live  his  faithful  subjects,  j  ney  bmiih  commanding  :it  the  liuizils,  to  use 


— JoAO  DE  Almeida  Rebeiro. 


every  means  in  their  pf)\ver,  as  vndl  by  sta- 
tioning cruizers  as  by  the  aj.pointment  of 
convoys,  for  the  protection  ot  British  and 
Spanish  vessels  employed  in  the  trade  carried 
on    between   the    British    free   ports   tn    the 


Moorish  Pkocla-matign. — Courage  to  th-- 

Christian  ;  and  to  shetv  that  we  know  all. 

Unfortunate  christian, — Ala  shews  his 
Approbation  to  you  in  several  ways.  You  j  West  Indies,  and  li.e  Spanish  colonies  in 
•were  first  oppressed  by  a  tyr.nit,  avaricious  ot  that  p>n-t  of  the  worJd,  against  the  attacks  of 
money,  who  robbed  my  cousin  Charles  ot  Frentli  privateers ;  and  1  am  to  recjuest  you 
his  treasures,  and  you  of  your  bloud.  He  |  will  communicate  this  informa'ion  to  the 
fell,  and  you  acted  very  wrong  not  to  treat  merchants  concerned  in  the  tr.df'  above 
him  with  Zarra  Zarra,  which  is  as  much  as  i  mentioned. — 1  am,  Sir^Scc.  Stlphen  Cox- 
to  say,  not  to  cutoff  his  head.  Why  did 
you  not  do  so  ?  Because  you  were  asleep 
Since  that  lime  you  have  met  with  anotliei  America. —  (Circular  Letter.)  At  a 
tyrant,  ambitious  of  kingdoms,  and  he  de-  {  meeting-  of  the  president  and  directors  of 
prived  my  cousin  Charles  of  his    throne,   in-  i  the  b;ii;k  of  the  United  Si;Ues,  on  the  13th 


clutlintrin  the  privation  all  his  rnce,  in  order 
to  keep  the  possession  to  himself,  and  to  come 


May  lHOS,lbe  following  report  was  approved, 
viz. — Ihe  coauiiittee  ;ip[)oii  ted    to  con^ide^ 


before  much  lapse  of  lime  to  deprive  me  also  what  measures  ought  in  their  opinion,  to  be 
of  my  throne.  Arouse,  christians!  Ah,  pursued  by  the  directors  of  this  b:ink,  res- 
French  dog,  why  did  you  give  opium  to  the  )  pecting  the  stockholders  of  ihe  United  States* 


christians,  toget  possession  of  the  principal 
persons,  and  to  elVect  your  entry  without 
exciting  apprehension  ?  Why  did  you  not 
enter  sword  in  hand,  that  your  objects  may 
be  sc.'en  and  the  christians  may  treat  you 
■with  Zarra  Zarra  ?  Christians,  you  have  lost 
time  !  Desert  this  tyrant,  as  you  regard 
yourselves.  Let  Seville  be  loyal,  brave,  and 
iirni  in  doin^  justice !  Christians!  attack 
these  dogs,  and  defend  the  kingdom  lor  the 
son  of  my  cousin  ;  and  let  that  currish  na 
tion  be  abhorred  for  ever.  Courage,  brave 
christians  !  attack  them,  and  let  Ala  the 
great  assist  you.  I  entrept  you  to  defend 
your  kingd(jm,  for  my  cousin,  and  for  the 
Englishmen  likewise.  Let  all  nations  see 
this,  in  order  that  they  may  kncAV    who  the 


funded  debt,  who  reside  in  Europe,  and 
have  empowered  this  bank  to  remit  the  divi- 
dends leceived  on  tluir  account,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  resolution  : — "  That 
the  cashi.er  of  this  bank  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  directed  to  infarm  the  stockholders  of  the 
Uniled  States'  funded  debt,  who  reside  in 
Europe,  and  have  empowered  the  bank  to 
remit,  for  their  account  and  risk,  the  divi- 
dends received  thereon,  that,  during  the 
present  embargo,  and  the  general  deranged 
state  of  commerce,  it  will  not  be  possible 
to  purchase  bills  of  exchange,  except  at  an 
unusually  high  price,  which  must  necessarily 
subject  those  stockholders  to  a  very  heavy 
loss  :  that,  under  circumstances  so  much  to 
be  regretted,  it  is  (he  desire  of  the  directors 


French  dog  is,  and  that  they  may  rise  j  of  thisbank,  that  tl.e  said  stockholders  would, 
against  him.  Sleep  no  more,  christians  !  i  as  soon  as  possible,  give  positive  direc"ons 
Noble  Junta  of  heviile,   do    strict  and  severe  i  to  the  cashier,  either  to  contiinie  his  purchase 


justice  on  every  traitor  towards  the  Son  of 
mycou-in,  and  may  Ala  reward  you  • — Ali 
AIaho.met. — Tctiian,  June  10,   1808. 


EnglishOiider  of  Council,  relating  to  the 
Traile  with    S/)aiii. — OJJice  vf  Committte 
tf  Piivy   Council  for   Trade,   IFhitehall, 
J  a  I  If  14,    1S08. 
Sir, — I   am  directed  by   the  lords  of  the 


of  bills,  if  any  can  be  obtained,  at  their 
current  price,  and  to  remit  them  as  usual, 
to  theiragents,  or  tohave  the  amount  of  their 
dividends  reiuain  to  their  credit  on  the  books 
of  the  ITnited  States,  unless  they  should 
prefer  their  being  received  and  deposited  for 
their  account  at  this  bank. 

Attested,       *'  D.  Lennox,  President." 
G.  SiMFSON,  Cashier. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Spanish  Revolutio?t. On   Friday, 

the  5th  inr.t^nt,  a  grand  dinner  was  given  by 
the  merchants  and  bankers,  to  the  Spanish 
Deputies,  at  the  City  of  London  Tavern,  at 
which,  it  appears,  th  it  the  kmg'si  ministers 
attended.  At  thib  dinner,  th-^re  were,  it  is 
said,  400  persons  present  ;  and  that  they  had 
up  in  the  table,  tiVn  iJiuUsniid  flue  hundred 
poundi  ti'ng/it  of  tiirtlf,  that  bring  merely 
one  article  of  their  food,  another  article 
con-iisting  of  forty  or  fifiq  hnuuches  ofvcni' 
ion.  How  many  hundreds  of  wretches  have 
worked  Hke  galley  slaves,  upon  bread  and 
Wiiter,  to  snpply  this  gluttonoas  repast !  It 
Wasa  feast  well  calculated  to  inspire  the  sen- 
timents, which  were  uttei'ed  in  the  form  of 
toasts,  and,  through  which  toasts,  the  fact 
lias  been  published  to  t!ie  world,  that  we 
are  to  be,  taxed  for  carrying  on  a  war  in 
Spain,  not  for  the  sake  of  givini^  liberty  and 
happiness  to  the  people  of  that  wretched 
country,  but  for  that  of  restoring  the  hate- 
ful despotism  that  had  so  long  prevailed, 
iind  the  last  act  of  which  was,  to  introduce  a 
French  army,  and  to  give  np  the  royal  au- 
thority to  Frenchmen. ^In  any  other  light 

than  as  the  vehicle  of  this  declaration,  the 
gluttonous  meeting  would  he  unworthy  of 
notice  ;  for,  of  what  consequence  is  it  to 
Buonaparte  what  w^e  say,  or  think,  about 
his  attempts  upon  Spain  ?  And,  especially, 
of  what  consecpience  is  it  to  any  one,  what 
the  London  gormandizers  say,  or  think 
about  it  ?  Napoleon  would  laugh  at  the 
idea  of  an  attack  from  the  tiirt/f  patriots, 
who,  like  the  animal  from  which  they  take 
their  name,  would  be  easily  caught  napping, 
and,  if  once  overthrown,  would  quietly  he 
'till  he  should  find  it  convenient  to  destroy 
them.  If  we  could  b-'at  Napoleon  with 
toasts  and  songs  and  tunes  and  doggerel  and 
with  the  hoisting  of  flags,  we  should  have 
beaten  him  long  ago.  The  last  time  I  saw 
the  English  flag  hoisted  in  union  with  that  of 
any  other  nation,  it.  was  intwined  with 
that  ot  France,  aild,  in  ihe  Guildhall  of 
this  same  city  of  London,  they  waved  over 
the  heads  of  the  Mayor,  the  Aldermen,  and 
Mr.  O'.to!  Upon  that  occasion  Buona- 
parte's health  was,  I  think,  the  second  toast, 
and,  in  point  of  satisfaction,  given  by  it  to 
the  company,  it  hardly  seeraed  to  yield  to 
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the  cartdo^ds  of  sweet-meals,  which  the 
tawdry  wives  and  dau^ihters  of  the  citizens 
were,  with  both  hands  at  once,  crammmg 
down  their  throats  ;  and,  who  will  lay  me  a 
guinea,  that,  if  Napoleon  were  to  give 
peace  and  security  to  us,  upon  condition  iliat 
we  would  leave  him  to  work  his  will  with 
Spain,  a  very  great  majority  of  those  who 
devoured  the  2,500  pounds  weight  of  turtle 
would  not  jump  at  the  ofter,  and  express 
;.rreat  anxiety  and  uneasinesss  for  the  send- 
uig  away  of  those  very  Spanish  deputies, 
who  have  now  to  support  the  calamity   of 

their  caresses? The    fourth   toast    was, 

we  are  told,  "  King  F.-rdinund  HI," 
which  was,  the  reporter  says,  received  with 
loud  applause,  and  even  with  enthusiasm. 
To  give  this  t.ast  was,  it  is  very  probable, 
the  principal  ohjtcl  of  the  meeting.  In  the 
kin<r's  speech,  at  the  close  ot  the  last  session 
of  i°irliament,  there  was  a  talk  about  loyally, 
but  nothing  was  hinted  as  to  whom  it  was 
the  obiert  of  this  country  to  set  over  Spain; 
in  the" king's  answer  to  the  address  of  the 
city  of  London,  he  is  more  explicit,  declar- 
ing that  his  sole  object  is  to  restore  the  g«- 
t7r«<  crovemment  of  Spain;  but,  still,  there 
was  room  for  doubt.  This  meeting  seen^s 
to  have  been  regarded  as  the  b.st  vehicle  ot 
conveving  to  the  p  b!ic,  in  the  first  ins'ance, 
the  tact,  that  we  are  to  pay  and  to  hgnt  tor 
the  Bourbons.  The  king's  ministers  were 
present  ;  one  of  them  was  the  orator  for 
the  Spanish  Deputies;  and,  we  may.  there- 
fore safely  conclude,  thut  they  approved  ot 
the  toast.  Indeed,  it  is  well  known,  that, 
upon  such  occasions,  the  toasts  and  all  tbe 
proceedings  are  generally  laid  down  in  writ- 
incr  beforehand,  and  are  submitted  to  the 
muM.ters,  without  whose  consent  not  a  sen- 
timent is  publicly  uttered.— We  may 
therefore.  I  think,  look  upon  it  as  a  settled 
point,  that  the  object  of  our  government  is 
fo  restore  the  House  ot  Bou.bon  to  the 
throne  of  Spain,  and  that  too  without 
any  limitations  whatever.  This  I  think  a- 
very  unjustifiable  enterprize.  So  far  horn 
its  doing  good,  supposing  itto  succeed,  1  am 
convinced  it  will  do  harm  to  every  nation  in 
Europe,  and  particularly  to  tins  nation.  \N  e 
shall,  moreover,  rf  it  be  the  object  to  place 
Ferdinand  upon  the  ihron-..,  be  engaged  m 
supporting   nn  u^mpalkn:    for,    is   '^   "^^ 
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notcious  that  he  de/!osed  h;s  i.iiier,  and 
that  I  lie  father  has  for.iully  protested  against 
the  assumption  of  the-  royal  aath(jrity  by  his 
son  ?  "  Tlie  father  w.is  a'l  iileot,"  say 
soaie ;  but,  is  th.U  i\'ally  a  sufli;:;fnt  rea- 
son for  h.is  son  s  pusiung  him  fiuin  the 
throne?  Kings  would-  be  in  a  peril- 
ous way,  if,  upon  a  pretence  of  their 
being  iJeots,  ihey  could,  ai  any  mcimont, 
be  deposed.  But,  we  are  told,  ihaf  the  old 
king  uldicaled  his  throne  in  favour  of  his  son 
Ferdinand.  And,  lias  not  Ferdinand  since 
abdicatei.1  ihat  same  tliro;ie  in  favour  of  tiie 
emper.r  Nipoleon  ?  If  one  was  a  forced 
abdication  the  other  was  not  less  so  ;  and,  in 
the  latter  case,  there  has  been  no  protest  at 
all,  while,  in  (he  (•ormt-r  case,  there  was  a 
protest.  So  that,  if  any  body  be  rightfully 
kiiif^  of  Spain,  it  is  the  old  king  and  not  ths 
young  one,  unit>s  we  allow  ot  the  valii'ty 
of  tiie  several  acts  of  abdicvition  ;  and,  then, 
Joseph   Daonapanc  is   tiie  riglitful  king  of 

Spa:ii. The    fact     now    appears   to   be, 

that  liitMC  Wire  two  parties  in  Spam,  one  tor 
the  old  king  arid  the    Prince  of    Peace,  and 
one  for  the)  oung  king,  then    the  Prince   of 
Asturias  ;   thai  i'le    latier  did,  at   last,  pre- 
vail ;   that  they  causcvi  the  old  king  to  abdi- 
cate h's  throne  ;  and  that,  alter    Ferdinand 
iiad  be  -.1    frightened  away  by   Murat,  they 
rose  111   arms   to  <esist  the   French    and  for 
the  purpose  of  c.uising  Ferdinand  to  be  re 
stored.      It    is,    therefore,    this  party  only 
who  are   ii^htii'ig  and   writing    against    the 
French  ;  and,   1  am  much  afraid,  that    their 
object  is  not  that  of  establishing  freedom  in 
Spain.     If  this  be  the  case,  Napoleon  will  be 
very  lit  tie  affected  by  thesurrendcroFDuroNT 
Slid  his  army.     He    has    not   a   people,   but 
merely  a  f.iction  to  contend    with  ;  a  faction 
lias,  and     can   have,  no  fixed    principle  of 
»f  tinn  ;  difTicullies  will  pi  oduce  disagreements 
Hinongst     I  he 'lenders  ;    and,  one    sweeping 
<Wea'  puts  an  end  to  the  insurrection.     The 
war  now  appears  to  be  not  for  fre:dom  from 
oppression;  not  for   the  jMirpos'.  of  keepii^g 
out  a   conqueror,   not  for   the  rights  of  the 
jK'ople  ;   but  merely  ("or   a  choice  of  despots. 
Jt  is   a  war,  in    which   two  rival  kings    are 
contending  for  the  m  istership   over   an    en- 
slaved nation;  and.  as  to  the  people  of  Spain, 
they   have,    if  this   be   the  case,     really  no 
more  interest  in  the  issue,  than  the  sheep  or 
the  swine  of  Spain.     These  latter  will    lut, 
I  w.irraul  ihem,   hr:  killed  unless  they    have 
good  fI^•sh  upon  their  bones;  and  the  former 
will  not  be  robbed,  unless  they  possess  some- 
thing wor;h  the  taking  aw.ay.      If  a  tniu,   or 
auition,  be  enslaved,  it  is  no  niaiier  who, 
or  what,   i-)  his  ma^t.-r.      What  signifiv^'s  it  to 


from  hi.-.)  '.  or.ler  of  Joseph  Buonaparte, 
or  by  order  of  rerdim.nl  VII  >  Why,  the 
man  that  will  ftght  for  the  sake  of  a  choice 
between  ih-  two  must  hea  downriglit  brute. 

We  have  all  along  been  expressing   our 

hopes,  ih  u  tiie  examph-  of  Spain  may  have  a 
powerful  eilVct  in  Fniiice,  that  the  French 
people  may  atch  the  flame,  and  finally 
shake  off"  til',  yoke,  which  Napoleon  has  had 
the  atldress  to  put  upon  their  necks.  But,  if 
the  war  in  S(3ain  be  carried  on  for  Ferdinand, 
a:.d,  even  if  it  should  restore  him  to  the 
throne,  what  good  is  that  likely  to  do  in 
France  ?  Wiiat  /lame  will  there  be  for  the 
people  of  France  to  catch  ?  How  are  they 
to  profit  from  lliat  example?  Or,  is  there 
any  one  so  very  very  stupid  as  to  suppose, 
that  the  people  of  France,  who,  in  spite  of 
ail    Napoleon's   acts   of  despotism,  do  now 

fi')s<ess  I'lc  lands  and  houses  of  former  nobi- 
Li'y,  clergy,  and  rich  men,  will,  for  the 
mere  pleasure  of  having  a  change  of  masters, 
give  up  all  those  extensive  'iud  valuable  pos- 
sessions ?  If,  indeed,  the  Spaniards  were 
to  beat  Napoleon,  and  establish  a  new  go- 
vernment, promising  the  enjoyment  of  li- 
berty and  property,  then  their  example 
woald  be  powerful  with  the  French,  and 
might  lea  1  to  conse;]ueuces  the  mo-,t  impor- 
tant, in  all  the  nations  of  Europe. The 

turtle-patriots,  while  ihey  are  toasting  king 
Ferdinand  Vir,  very  consistently  toast  Fer- 
dinand IV,  king  of  Sicily;  but,  upon  such 
an  occniion,  and  in  such  a  company,  what 
had  a  toist  in  belialf  of /iivr/y  to  do  ?  They 
toasted  succfT.ss  to  "  our  brave  associates  in 
liberty  and  arms."  If  we  are  to  be  the 
assnriales  of  the  subjects  of  Ferdinand,  in 
liberty  as  well  as  in  arms,  we  want  no  con- 
jurer to  tell  us  what  di^gree  of  liberty  the 
1  tu!  lie-patriots  would  safler  us  to  enjoy. 
I  The  turtle-patriots  do,  in  fact,  wish  for 
;  none  of  us  to  enjoy  any  thing  worthy 
I  of  the  name  of  libeity.  1  hey  would  execrate 
the  cause  of  the  Spanlaids,  if  they  thought 
them  engaged  i  i  the  cause  of  liberty  ;  and, 
if  they  wish  success  to  the  arms  of  those  who 
are  opposed  to  Napoleon,  in  Spain,  it  is 
because  they  dread  the  etTect  of  an  over- 
throw of  that  system  of  government,  by  which 
the  people  were  held  in  slavery  the  most  dis- 
graceful. Iflhejcontestisto  be  bet  ween  Fervli- 
nandand  Jose) )h,  my  decided  opinion  is  that  the 
lattet  will  remain  king  of  Spain;  and,  what- 
ever niy  wi-.hes  may  be,  the  turtle-patriots 
would  ratiier  that  Jo.-eph  should  be  king, 
than  that  the  war  should  tenninato  with  the 

establishment  of  a  free  constitution. hi 

toasting  Ferdinand  the  turtle-patriots   were 
toasting  an  enemy  of  their  country  ;   a  king, 
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a   Spaniard,    whether    his  dmuer  be   taken  I   if  tli-.-y  insist  upon  his   beiug  one,   who  i.s  at 
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war  against  England  ;  for,  no  treaty  has 
been  made  witii  him  ;  no  pence  has  been 
made  with  him,  or  with  any  person  acting 
under  his  autiiority.  It  has  been  declared, 
that  we  are  at  peace  with  the  Spanish  nution; 
but,  not  a  word  has  been  said  about  peace 
with  a  king  of  Spain.  Ferdinand  is  in 
France,  and  the  hist  act  which  we  hear  of, 
as  his,  was  a  declaration  that  he  had  made  a 
voluntary  surrender  ot  his  authority  as  king 
of  Spain,  and  as  heir  to  the  Spanish  throne. 
But,  the  turtle-patriots  wanted  a  something 
to  set  up  against  Buonai>arte,  and  it  mat- 
tered, to  them,  very  liitie  indeed  who,  or 
wh  It,  it  was.  It  was  a  dread  of  Buonaparte, 
and  not  a  love  of  freedom,  by  which  they 
were  inspu'ed.  Tiiey  will  not,  however, 
get  the  nation  to  adopt  their  sentimenis. 
Hundreds  and  thousands  would  willingly 
venture  even  their  lives  in  the  cause  of 
Spanish  ireedom  ;  but  the  turtle-patri>Us 
will  find  nobody  fool  enough  to  hazard  any 
thing  for  ihe  Kake  of  Ferdinand  VII,  whom 
there  is  no  man,  not  a  peculator  in  one  way 
or  another,  that  does  not  wish  to  keep 
where  he  is,  as  being  the  fittest  place  for 
him,   who  gave  up  the   r,word  of  Francis  1. 

■ The    victory     of    Castanos    and  De 

Tilly  over  Dupont  is  of  great  importance, 
be  the  cbject  of  the  w^ar  what  it  may  ;  for, 
it  will  tend  to  lengthen  the  contest ;  and,  it 
there  be  a  long  contest,  let  us  hope,  that 
new  men  will  arise,  and,  by  degrees,  ex- 
tinguish the  miserable  tools  of  the  despot. 
If  the  people  have  to  bleed  for  what  they 
win  ;  if  they  suffer  severely  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  out  a  toreign  despot,  let  us  hope, 
that  they  will  not  again  yield    their  necks  to 

a  despot  ot  native  grovi'th. This  Count 

De  Tilly  is,  1  believe,  a  Freiiclunan,  a 
circumstance,  which,  I  suppose,  tiie  news- 
paper editors  thought  of  too  little  interest  10 
notice.  In  IjyS,  or  l/Op,  he  was  amongst 
the  emigrants  in  Phiiadelphia,  where  he  was 
nurried,  by  a  methodist  preacher,  to  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Bingham,  and 
which  daughter,  after  having  been  divorced 
from  the  Count  by  an  act  ot  the  legislature 
of  the  Slate,  was,  I  have  heard,  married  to 
a  son  of  Sir  Fiaiicis  Baring.  The  Count, 
from  precisely  wh.it  consideration  I  know 
not,  left  Philadelphia,  soon  after  the  mar- 
riage, and  it  M\as  said,  that  he  went  to  I 
Spain.  If  it  be  the  same  man,  and  I  see  1 
no  reason  to  suspect  the  contrary,  he  is  now 
flbout  forty  years  of  age,  a  very  gay  and 
very  clever  man,  and  a  man  likely  to  be 
engaged  in  dashing  enterprizes.  If  the 
Count  and  I  were  to  meet  again,  we  should 
hardly  forbear  pxpres-sing  our  adaiiration  of 
UiQ  freaks  of  iSIadam  Fortune,  who  chose  lo 
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send  him  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Span- 
iards, while  she  set  the  fannly  of  Baring, 
at  the  head  of  the  turtle-patriots,  to  cele- 
brate his  deeds  in  arms,  and  to  nuinber  him 
amongst  "  our  gallant  associates  in  liberty." 
This  shews,  that,  as  Bousseau  observes, 
"  we  are  all  good  for  something  or  other." 
Some  for  fighting  and  some  for  having 
wives. 

Duke  OF  York. 1   have   lately   read, 

in  several  of  the  news-papers,  a   great  deal 
about  this  "   illustrious    person,"  as  they  ail 
have  the  grace    and  good-manners    to  call 
him;   but,  though  1  hav^e  been  long  enough 
used  to    their  language,   I  do  not  distinctly 
understand     what    they     mean.     It   would 
seem,  that  there  had  been  a  design,   on    the 
part  of  somebody   or  other   in  the  govern- 
ment, to  send  the  Duke  as  commander   in 
chief  of  our  armies  in  Spain  and  Portugal  j 
and,  I  supposed,  of  course,  that  this  mea- 
sure was  to  be  adopted,  because,  at  present, 
there  was  no   danger   of  invasion,  and,  of 
course,  no  inmiediate  need  of  any  exertion 
of  the  skill  and  courage  of  the  royal  person 
in  question       But,   from    an    article    in   the 
Morning  Chronicle,    whxh  has  just  reached 
me,   I   am  inclined  to  think,    that    I  have 
misconceived  l:  e  meaning  of  these  writers, 
who,    though    differing   very    widely   upon 
almo.st  every    other  subje  r.   perfectly  a^ree 
upon  this.     I  have  been  not  a  little  surprized 
at  this  uncommon  coincidence  in  sentiment, 
and  have  made  some  very  earnest  efforts  to 
get  at  a  correct  account  of  the  cause  of  it. 
At   first,  I  attributed  it  to  the  general  dread 
of  leaving  ibis  island  without  a  Comm:?nder 
iu  Chief,  at  a  moment  so  critical,  when    an 
unlucky    accident    to    our   fleet,    co-opera- 
ting   with    an    easterly    wind,     might,     in 
twenty     four    hours,    have    brought     iit'iy 
thousand     Frenchmen,      with    a     General 
Brurie  (Lord    preserve   us  !)   at  their   head. 
But,  1  soon   found,  that   this  dread  was  not 
so    prevalent  as  I  had  imagined  ;  and,  from 
the   article  I  am   about    to  quote,  it  would 
appear,  that   tlie  objection  to  the  departure 
of  the    royal   commander  had   arisen    from 
different    n)otives.      It   seems,    from     this 
article,     that     some  one   has    written,    and 
caused  to   be  printed,    an    address    to    the 
cabinet  ministers,  censuring   thcni  for  listen- 
ing to  the   public  voice  as  to  the  talked  of 
appointment   of  the   royal  soldier  as  com- 
mander   in   chief  in  Spain   and  Pv^rt'.igal. — 
'■  We  have/'  says  the  editor  of  the  Morn- 
ing  Chronicle,  iu    his  paper  of  tlie  Qch  in- 
stant, "  seen  a  piintei.!  addrijss  ro  the  cabinet 
'•'   ministers  (which,  however,  we  bdicvj  Js 
"  only   contidentially  handed  about "i .   upon 
"   the  subject  of  the  apt:;'atment  ofh:»  roy-l 
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*•'  higlipess  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  cora- 
**  man.l  of  the  army  destined  for  foreign 
"  service.  The  object  of  it  is,  to  persuade 
'*  the  present  ministers  of  the  crown  ihat  the 
"  judgment  generally  p.Tsscd  upon  the  merits 
"  of  his  royal  highness  is  most  injurious — 
"  that  it  cannot  be  justified  by  a  review  of 
*'  his  past  services,  but  that  it  has  been 
"  hastily  formed  upon  tlie  false  rcpresenta- 
"  tious  of  newspapers  and  other  periodical 
"  writers,  who  delight  in  nothing  so  much 
"  as  in  severity  of  remark  ;  and,  in  tine, 
"  that  ministers,  instead  ofsutfering  them- 
"  selvesto  be  guided  by  public  opinion, ought 
**  to  govern  it,  by  acting  in  defiance  of  the 
"  popular  sentiment.  The  writer,  however, 
"  has  been  rather  injudicious  in  the  choice 
"  of  his  arguments,  when  it  is  considered 
"  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  for,  without 
"  affecting  at  all  to  disguise  the  uniform 
"  fiilure  of  the  military  enterprises  of  the 
"  Duke  of  York,  he  endeavours  to  shew 
"  that  all  his  failures  ought  to  be  attributed 
"  not  to  any  want  of  science  in  his  royal 
"  highness,  but  to  the  administrations  mi- 
"  der  whicli  he  acteil.  The  siege  of  Dun- 
"  kirk,  for  example,  he  ascribes  to  the 
"  silliness  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  colleagues, 
"  in  suffering  themselves  to  be  deceived  by 
"  a  ruse  lie  guerre  of  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  ; 
"  and  the  unfortunate  capitulation  of  the 
"  Helder,  he  represents  as  the  inevitable 
"  result  of  General  Abercrombie's  impru- 
"  dence,  in  allowing  himself  to  beinfluenced 
"  by  the  advice  of  Johnstone,  the  smuggler, 
"  a^d  the  total  want  ofjudgment  manifested 
"  at  that  time  by  Lord  Melville,  who  was 
"  at  the  head  of  the  war  department.  The 
"  former  part  of  this  insinuation  is  of  too 
"  foul  and  false  a  nature  not  to  be  repelled 
"  with  scorn  by  every  one  who  recollects 
*'  the  exalted  character  of  General  Aber- 
"  crombie,  and  the  accusation  against  Lord 
"  Melville  we  shall  leave  to  those  to  answer 
"  who  feel  more  interested  than  we  do  in 
"  that  noble  person's  character.  But  upon 
*'  the  whole,  we  do  not  think  the  present 
"  address  very  well  calculated  to  make 
"  proselytes  in  the  present  cabinet.  One 
*'  obvious  inference  which  the  public 
•*  would  draw  from  it  (were  they  pcrmit- 
♦'  ted  to  see  it)  is  this,  that  when,  in 
"  the  case  of  ani/  great  miUlarij  disaster, 
"  the  ojjicer  who  commands  is  not  brought 
"  Iff  ore  a  court  martial,  the  minister 
"  who  appointed    him     ought    to   be    ini' 

*'  peached." It    is    not    for  me,    who 

l,ve  at  such  a  distance  from  the  all-enlighten- 
ing metropolis,  to  pretend  to  meddle  much 
■with  such  "  high  matter."  Whether, 
^t'hyrcfore,  the  judgement  generally   passed 


upon  the  merits  of  the  royal  commander  be 
correct  or  not,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  decide; 
but,  one  thiiig  I  may,    I  think,    venture  to 
assert,  wiihout  the  risk  of    committing  an 
error,  and  that  is,    that   if,    from    whatever 
cause,  the  ministers,  have,  as  this  newspa- 
per insinuates,  refused   to   suffer   the   royal 
chieftain    to  go   to  Spain  after   application 
ni;ide  by  him  for  that  purpose,   they  are,    in 
justice  to  that  royal  pt-rson,  bound  to  lay  that 
cause  before  the  public,  seeing  that  the  royal 
chieftain  still  has  the  connnand   of    all    ihtj 
numerous  troops  kept  on  feot  for  thepurpo.se 
of  defending  this  country   against  the  very 
same  sort  of  enemy,  that  he  would  have  to 
encounter  in  Spain  or  Portugal.    This  writer 
talks  of  the"  uniform  failure"  of  the  royal 
captain  ;  but,  wiihout    stopping  to   inquire 
into  the  fact,  is  it,  if  such  fact   be  true,  a 
good  reason  for  not  sending   the  royal  com- 
mander abroad,  and  also  a  good   reason    for 
keeping  him  in  the  chief  command  ut  horn'', 
where  the  emoluments  of    the  ofHce  are   so 
very   ,c;reat  ?     Would  not   "  failure"  here, 
be  as  fatal  to  us  as  failure  in  Spain  ?     It  can- 
not be  that  this  is  the  real  cause;   for,     if   it 
were  possible  that  any  set  of  ministers  would, 
for  such  a  reason,    not   suffer  a  commander 
to  go  abroad,  and  were  still  willing  to  sutler 
him  to  remain  commander  in  chief  at  home, 
it  is  quite  impossible  that  any  man,  I  will  not 
say  any  prince  of  the  blood,  but  any   thing 
having  even  the  outward  shape  of  manhood, 
should  continue  in  such  command.     Why, 
the  dogs  in  the  street  would  bark,    the  cats 
would  niiaw.   the  very  chickens  would    coc- 
coc-coe,  at  the  approach  of   a   creature   so 
loathsomely  base.     Dismiss  from  your  mind, 
therefore,  my  honest  reader,  all  the  notions, 
which  may  have  been  imbibed   through    the 
insinuations   of  articles   like     that     above- 
quoted  ;    and   believe,    like  a  faithful  and 
loyal  subject,  that  there  is  some  very  suffici- 
ent and  lionourable  reason  for  the  royal  com- 
mander's remaining  at  home,      J  beg  you  to 
remark,    too,    that   these  insinuations    are 
thrown  out  by  men,  who  are  but  too  apt  to 
accuse  others  of  a  want  of  attachment  to  the 
person  and  race  of  the  sovereign,      I  always 
said,    th.nt,    when  it  came  to  the  pinch,  we 
should  be  found  to  stick  most  steadily  to  the 
royal  family.     Their  flatterers   now  show  a 
disposition  fo  skulk  ;  but,  1  trust,    we   shall 
be  firm  at  their  side,  as  long  as  there  is  a  fea- 
ther and  a  drop  of  ink  to  be  found. 
BotL'ij,  August  10,   1803, 


Sr.\NisH  Revolution. 
Sir  ; — It  is  a   fact   to   be  lamented,  but 
whicli  we  collect  from  daily  cy.peiience,  that 
integrity  of  principles  and  virtuous  dcuicaiior 
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are  not  always  rewarded  with  kindness  and 
esteem  ;  but  this  reflection  with  a  man  who 
soars  above  the  sordid  baseness  of  the 
world,  fortunately  stimulates,  not  dacnps, 
the  generous  ardour  of  his  rnind.  I  find, 
Mr.  Cobbelt,  that  your  sentiments  upon  the 
subject  of  Spanish  patriotism  have  met 
with  the  disapprobation  of  a  correspondent 
who  subscribes  himself  "  Scoto-Biitan- 
*'  ous."  How  long  that  gentleman  may 
have  plumed  and  cherished  himself  under 
the  wing  of  sovereign  power,  I  know  not  : 
but  though  his  gratitude  may  be  applauded 
in  his  universal  zeal  for  potentcues,  not 
even  excepting  the  family  of  the  Bourbons, 
I  cannot  hold  that  virtue  as  an  apology  either 
for  ignorance  or  wilful  misrepresentation. 
Your  correspondent's  observations,  in  the 
introductory  part  of  his  letter,  on  the 
right  of  ceding  a  sovereignty,  are  built 
upon  the  following  position,  which  Scoto- 
Britannus  lays  down  as  an  axiom  ;  namely, 
that  "  In  private  property  no  man  can 
"  cede  his  right  of  inheritance  or  pos- 
"  session.  This  right  belongs  not  to  him 
"  exclusively,  but  to  his  family.  He  is  a 
"  mere  life  renter.  From  his  ancestors  his 
"  inheritance  was  acquired,  and  to  his  own 
"  posterityit  mustbe  faithfully  transmitted," 
Now,  Sir,  there  must  really  be  a  strange 
vernacular  property  in  the  atmosphere  of 
Scotland  that  could  induce  a  man  to  make  so 
modest  and  extraordinary  adeclaration  as  the 
present.  That  becau.^e  a  man  derives  an 
inheritance  from  his  ancestors,  it  must 
be  therefore  faithfully  transmitted  to  his 
posterity,  is  so  adverse  to  truth,  that  daily 
and  hourly  experience  contradicts  ihe  asser- 
tion. Do  we  not  every  day  see  a  profligate 
heir  dissipating  the  estate  which  his  ances- 
tor has  left  him?  Are  not  men  daily  dis- 
posing of  inheritances  which  they  enjoy  by 
descent,  by  public  auction,  and  private  con- 
tract? So  contrary  to  the  fact  is  the  asser- 
tion of  Scolo-Britannus,  that  the  perpetuat- 
ing estates  in  tamilies  called  for  legislative 
interference  so  long  as  four  centuries  ago, 
pnd  the  thing  is  rendered  impossible  by  a 
solemn  act  of  parliament.  But  what  occurs 
tome,  Mr.  Cobbett,  as  the  most  extraordina- 
ry, is,  that  this  strange  gratuitous  assertion 
should  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing that  "  a  soveieign  is  the  delegate  of  his 
"  subjects,  to  whom, according  to  the  nature 
"  of  the  government,  is  entrusted  the  ma- 
"  nagement  of  the  public  afl^airs,  and  the 
"  furtherance  of  the  laws  of  the  nation."  I 
accord  perfectly  with  Scoto  Britannus  that 
•'  a  sovereign  is  the  delegate  of  his  subjects," 
but  I  really  should  I)ave  sailed  round  the 
jcompass  many   times  before  I  sliould  have 
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enforced  such  an  opinion  by  a  discovery  that 
proj)erty  was  unalienable,  from  which  (if 
it  were  true)  the  only  inference  I  can  collect 
is,  that  no  act  of  the  pfrople  can  prevent  the 
crown  from  lineally  descending  ;  in  which 
case,  as  it  should  seem,  the  people  are  di- 
vested of  all  possible  right  of  interfering 
with  the  crown.  Whether  monarchical 
power  takes  its  origin  from  a  contract  with 
the  people,  or  exists  as  of  Divine  right,  has 
been  for  ages  asserted  either  way,  as  party 
interest  has  predominated  ;  but  what  judg- 
rnent  a  dispassionate  unbiassed  mind  would 
form,  who,  without  supernatural  grace,  col- 
lects his  information  from  the  experience  e/ 
things  as  they  pass  before  his  eyes  in  this 
material  world,  I  think  there  can  be  liltb 
doubt.  Mr.  Home  has  observed,  th?,t  theory 
is  in  favour  of  all  kingly  power  origi-nating 
in  popular  contract,  but  tiiat  experience  is 
against  it.  How  it  happens  that  the  latter 
is  true  I  should  imagine  to  be  this;  that  by 
the  supineness  and  inactivity  of  one  side  of 
the  conir'acling  parlies,  the  other  has  been 
suffered  to  establish  a  power  which  has  ena- 
lled  him  to  hold  the  contrscl  at  defiance  ;  and 
though  there  be  an  axiom  in  the  English 
constitution  "  that  no  right  can  exist  with- 
"  out  a  remedy,"  yet  I  tear  it  is  «n  axiom 
very  often  incapable  of  being  realized.  Now, 
Mr.  Cobbett,  I  perfectly  accord  with  your 
sentiments  respecting  Spain.  I  hold  it,  with 
you,  to  be  the  boiuiden  duty  of  this  cou.ntry 
to  give  the  Spani.sh  Patriots  the  most  disinte- 
rested aisislance  in  her  power.  Spain  is  now 
in  arms  against  the  universal  enemy  of  law 
and  liberty,  and  it  beco.Ties  every  man  of  in- 
dependent principles  to  aid  and  assist  her  in 
resistingthe  tyrant's  grasp  ;  but  in  so  doing, 
what  right  theie  can  exist  to  interfere  in  tl)(j 
internal  regulation  of  the  country,  with  whoni 
our  arms  are  to  be  united,  quite  passes  my 
conception.  Scoto-Britannus,  who  deals  in 
the  irarvellous  in  point  of  argument,  U  for 
making  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons  a 
sine  qua  non  of  our  assistance  ;  and  as  a 
reason, he  asserts  "  that  the  practice  cf  tnter- 
"  fering  in  the  regulation  of  internal  go- 
"  vernment  terminates  always  in  the  deiii- 
"  ment  or  ruin,  either  of  the  assisiivir  or 
"  of  the  assisted;"  and  to  exemplify  this,  lie 
states  an  historical  fact, that  the  ancient  Iki- 
tons,  by  calling  in  the  Saxons  and  Normans 
to  assist  them  in  organizing  their  legislature, 
became  the  slaves  of  their  assistants.  How 
this  can  shew  that  we  ought  to  impose  on 
Spain,  as  the  terms  of  o^r  asfiistance,  tl.at 
Ferdinand  the  Vllth,  or  any  other  of  t!ie 
Bourbons,  should  be  estabh.sbed  as.  their  mo- 
narch, I  profess  not  to  have  sagacitv  enocoh 
to  penetrate.     If  the  people  of  Sp.iia  a^e 
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t!ie   dclogntcs  in    wliom   the   power  of  ap-    ,  and  glowing  panegyric  on 
poiming  ii  rnonarch  or  ruler  is  inherent,  no- 
thing cjn  be  so  clear,  as,  mat,  if  they  wish 
to  he  governed  by  a  Bonrbon,  they  will  adopt 
tiuitmode  of  government  ;   but  if  they  have  j 
ro  such  inclination,  and  we  interfere  and  in-  j 
sist  on    their  being  governed  by   Ferdinand  j 
the  Vllth,  or  in  any    nic:isnre  dictate  a  go- 
vernment to  them,   what  are  we  domg  but 
following  the  very  footsteps  of  those  Sixons 
and  Normans  who  displease  Scoto-Britannus 
for  h;;ving  most  unprin  "ipally  subjugated  the 
ancient     Britf)ns  ?     Soto-Britannus,     (who 
probablv  ne«tlcs  himself  in  some  snug  birth 
within  the  ;iir  of  royalty)  I  rather  apprehend, 
thinks  it  improper  to  term  those  slaves  who 
bnve  a  monarch  so:  overthem,  though  against 
their    in-jlir-aiion.       But    it  Scoto-Britannus 
will  consult  the  lexicon  of  that  favourite  ot 
his  country,  1  mean   Dr.    Johnson,  he  will 
discover,  that  slavery   may  be  defined  to  be 
the  incapacity  of  a  sane  raiional    mind     to 
act    according  to   its  inclination  ;  and  that  it 
would    be  as   mucli  slavery  for  the   Spanish 
nation  to  have  a    Ferilinand  the  Vllih  reign 
over  them,  if  contrary  to  their  inclination,  as 
it    would  have  been   for  the  Swedes  to  have 
had  a  jack-boot  lorn  prime  minister,    which 
tlu-ir  indulgent  master,   Charles  the  Xllih, 
was  inclined  once  to  alfoid  them      I  conss- 
der,   Mr.  Cobbett,  that  in  affording  aid  to 
Spain,  we  are  governed,  or  ought  to  be  so, 
by  a  principle,  generous  in  itself,  and  which 
can  alone  entitle  oar  assistance  to  the  appro- 
bation of  an    impartial    \voild;     I  mean  the 
principle  of  detestation  of  tyrants  and  despots 
of  every  description  and  of  every   clim-.te  ; 
that,    as  a   country  enjoyuig  more  genuine 
liberty  and  freedom  tlian   can    probably  be 
found  in  any  other  spot  on  the  civdized  globe, 
we  are  anxious  to  disseminate  that   freedom 
to  others,  a:id  to  stem  the  strides    of  i;ha>tly 
despotism  which,  in  the  person  ot  the  FrLnich 
emperor,  seeks  the  desnuction  of  eich  latent 
spark  of  liberty.     If  this  be  the  basis   of  our 
conduct    towards    Spain,     1    most  fervently 
hope  it  will  prove    successful  ;   if  it  be   not, 
the  same  fate  will  most  lil-;elv  accompany    it, 
which  generally  attends,    sooner  or  later,  all 
base  and  srrvile  acts  ;  and  instead  of  affording 
therfuture  hir.,orian  an    agreeable    theme  fur 
panegyrising  the    independent   spirit   of  his 
country,    wdl     reluctantly    compel    him    to 
throw  down  his  pen,  or,   what  will  be  more 
grating,  to  blast  h'^rcharacteroy  recording  ihe 

transaction. W.  F.  S. Lincol'i  s  Inn, 
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Mk.  Coke  op  NottFOLK. 
Sir. — I  have    been    mncti    charmed    and 
editied  by   Mr.  Thomas  lloupe's  elqijuent 
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Mr.  Cokf,  or 
NoKi  ojLK,"  which  appeared  in  your  Register 
a    few   weeks   since. —  I    ilo  most  sincerely 
congratulate  or.r  "   beloved  representative,*' 
(to  whom  I  am  zealously  attached),  on  the 
inesdraable  acquisition  of  suck  a  paitizan! 
He  has  long  been  strenuously  snpi)orted  by 
a    great     jiropouion    of  our  "    large-acred 
"   men,"   who  have  powe'ful  and  necessary 
influence  over  the  free  $iil}ragfs  of  *'  inde- 
"  pendent   yennien."     He  has  al-o  been  not 
a   liiile  indebted  to  other  fi lends,  who  cjn 
play  wfth  consummate  skill  evety   card   of 
the  Party  Game,     from   the    knave    to  the 
deuce.     But,  what  are  all  these,  compared 
with  a    Man    of  Genius,    gifted   with    that 
magic   maitery    of  words,  which,  in   every 
free   government,  ancient   or   modern,  haj 
been  known  to  have  such  aitonishiug  effects 
on    the    minds    of    the    people?     I    cannot 
doubt,  that   these   voluntary    and   generous 
efforts  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Thomas  R-npe, 
on  behalf  of  s'tcfi  an  one  as  "  Mr.  Coke  of 
"   Norfolk,"  wdl   very    materially    pron^ote 
the  good   cause,  and  forward  the  wishes  of 
the  most    truly  "  independent  yeomen  "  of 
our    county.     I    panicularly  anticipate    th© 
happiest    effects,    from    the    very  judicious 
publication  ol  that  panegyiic,  in  a  handsome 
separ.ite  form,  (lest  your  Register,  Mr.  Cob- 
bett, should  not  give  it  sufficient  publicity), 
from  the  liberal   presentation  of  copies    to 
the   Coffee-rooms  in   Norwi'-h, — .md  from 
the  distribution  of  them  among  proper  per- 
sons,  (1  ha\e  one)  even  at  that  "  scene  that 
"  is  NOT  KNOWN   ELSKWHEBE,  the  Sheefi- 
'*  sheari'ig  at  Uokham.'  — Wlso  this  '*  Mr. 
*'  Thomas  Roope"  is,  I  cannot   say  that   I 
exactly  know.     Fie  now  first  appears  before 
the  public;  and,  ike  other  mighty  geniuses, 
bursts  forth  at  once  in   meridian  splendour. 
He  is  obviously  a  very  shrewd  observer,  a 
very  logical  r^-iasotier,  and  a  very  fine  writer. 
Certainly,  Mr.  Coke   has  not  such  another 
\\  riier   to   his  back.     The  dner   of  Lite  ad- 
dre.sses,   &c.     I  do  not  think  worth  mention- 
ing.    B\it  there  is  Dr.  Parr — wliat  is  he  to 
"  Mr.    Thomas   Roopo  ?  *'     Wlien  a  barrel 
of  gimpow,l;-r   explores,   certainlv  it  makes 
a  dazzling  tla-h,  an  alarming  report,   a  pro- 
digious deal  of'smoke,  and   no  little  stink. 
But  the  first  two  are  over  in  a  moment,  and 
the  others  last  but  a  very  short  time.     They 
are   nothing  to  tlie  celestial   beams  which 
perinanently  warm,  invigor  ite.andenlighten. 
Mist  certairdy,  it    is  not   too  bold  a  fignre, 
to    say    that   "  Mr.  Thomas  Roope "  writes^ 
with    a    Min-beam!;^     Such    is    my    decid- 
ed opinion   of  him   as  an   author,     I    can 
have  no  doubt,    that  he  is  moreover,  "   a 
"  gentleman  of  euiightened  mind  and  iibe- 
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"  nil  edncntion,'"   (ns  he  tells  us  "  all  Mr. 
"  Coke's  tenants  are  ")   one  of  "   the  most 
"  kMrned    men    we  can   boast,  and   of  the 
"  best  practioil,  liberal,  and  enlightencdcul- 
"  tivators    of  land;" — one   of  "    the    men 
"  most  repnted  for  their  agricultural  know- 
•'  ledge;" — a  "  fit  associate  for  such  dieni- 
"  ficd   men  as  Di^'kes  of  Bedford,  and  Mr. 
"  Arthur   Young  ;" — most    Worthy    to    be 
"  courted  by  Mr.  Coke ;" — and  one  of  "  the 
"  first  breeders  cf  stock  of  every  descrip 
"  tion" — But,  Mr.  Cobbett,  among  all  his 
excellenc'es,  agricultural,  iiter.Try,    or    phi- 
losophicid,  I    am    most    particularly    struck 
with  these  two — with  that  "  honest  pride" 
of  conscious   geuicis,    which    prompts   him 
to  pit   himself    plump    ag:H^^t   ^/')!t,  in    llie 
strife  of  "  opinion" — and  wiih    that    artful 
d>?licacy  in  iivsinuating  ceusure,  which  nvi^t, 
]  should   think,    make  you  feel  ingenuously 
fltihaived  of  your  own  blam<  able  precipitan- 
cy,  in  ventviring  to  speak  as  you  have  spoken, 
of  the  "  liiile  talents  and  ambition  "    of  so 
great   a   mm — whom,   it    seems,  you   "  do 
not    know  ! "     I    must,    however,    declare, 
that  I  am  equally  pleased  with  vour  candour, 
in  inserting  this  elegant  acd  spirited  rebuke, 
which  you  cannot   but    severely  feel.     1  am 
only  surprized  you   h;!ve  not  cried  pfccari, 
and  am  expectiu'j'  it  every  week. — Recilly, 
the  fervour   cf  Mr.    Thomas  Roopes  senti-   j 
ments,    and    the   splendour   of  his    diction,   | 
are  powerfully  aft'ecting. — Pungent,  stiniu-   I 
lui:ig.  titil'ating,  they   hav^e  caused  a  warm   : 
and  tmglirig  glow  within  me — "  scalpaiilur 
inlima! "     And   as   it    is  obvious,   that   his  j 
intention    was   by  ni)   means    to  excite  the  ; 
risihil-itij  of  his  readers,  I  can  liccount   for   ; 
these  feelings  no  otherwise,  than  by  suppos-    ! 
ing  he   must  have  meant  to  provoke  their   , 
mincturiftuy ;  that  by  a  surer  criterion  than    I 
the  "  temperaliiy  of  the  puisidge,"  he  might 
form  a   proper  diagnosis  oi   the  cases  he  has   I 
taken    in    hand,    and   consequent    ho;.es    of  ! 
cure.     But  it  should  seem  ifiat  you  are  sul-   \ 
Jenly  determined  not   to   be   tot^.'     Yet  a 
second   dose,  though    weaker  than  the  first, 
\i   sometimes   known    to    insure    its   effect. 
Let  me  try  to  administer  it.     As  I  despair  I 
of  writing  like   Mr    Thomas  Roope,  1  en- 
de  ivour  to  compensate  for   my  deficiency, 
by  (juotiTig  him  as  much  as  possible  :   and   ' 
may   perhaps  here   and   there,  in    my  own    I 
diction,     catch   some   slight    whitf  of  that   | 
ethereal  spirit,  with   which  his  pen  is  im-   { 
pregnated,    and    even    super- saturated.     So 
that,  upon    the  whole,  1  hope  we  shall  not   i 
have  given  you  these  repeated  scourings  in 
vain. — I  desire  it  may  be  understood,  that  I    j 
write,  though  by  no  means  in  Cvmcert,  vet,   I 
iij  the  moit  perfect  harraoyy  and  coincidence 
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\\iih   Mr.    Roope      There  can  be  ro  doubt 
that  since  Mr.  Cokebe'. ame  "  proprietor  of 
"   the  immense  trans  of  find  h>f  nijvj  possess' 
"  es,"  the  desert  (jf   "  Norfolk"    is  become 
a  paradise  !     These  are  not  indeed  the  words 
of  Ml,    Roop:^,  but    in-a  coujpemlious  form 
convey   his   obvious  n^taning.     Before  tliat 
auspicious  .lira,   who   ever  saw  ajiy  "  sheep, 
^"   but  such  as  di^graced  the  breeders  of  that 
"  animal  ?  "     Wluj  ever  "  paid    particular 
"  attention    to   planting?"     By    «7/07/?  was 
the  "  barley  and  turnip  sys  em  introduced  ?" 
By  ivhorn  were  "  layers   regul.irlv    sown  r  " 
Who  evar  made  the   "  finest  wheats  "  grow 
in  the   "western  district,"   which    (as  Mr. 
Roope  elegantlv  observes)  was  "  conspicuous 
"  for  its  giou'ih  nf  rye  ?  "     V/ho  euer  saw 
men  mow    "  corn  on  swamps,  '.".iiere  before 
"   they  had  walked  up  to  their  kr.ees  in  wa- 
"  ter    to    mow   otY  the   rushes }  "    who  had 
"   f'arm-hou.ses  and  stack-ya''ds  full  ot  ■■  -rn  ?  ' 
Who  ever  heard   "  heaths  groan  for  tli--  sic- 
"  kle  ?  "   (which  to  say  the  iruth,  must  be  a 
very  :i]armiiig    nc^i-e  to  the  neighbourho(  d,) 
Who,  before  that  lime,  saw  a  farmer's  "  wife 
"  take  pride  in  shewing  the  management  (jf 
"  concerns  within  doors  :  "  (for  which  they 
are  so  very  renarkable  now  !)  whoever  knew 
•'   maids   iect-ive    public   gifts  for  their  gfjod 
"  conduct  ?  "   Who   ever   got    the   better  of 
that  boisterous  bully  the  "  Gerurn  Ocean," 
tdl  Mr.   Coke  gn  acquaint  ■."!  with   "  a  man 
"  of  vast  geological   i  nowled;e,   Mr.  Wil- 
*■'  liam    Smith,    mineralogist.^"  Who  ever 
ihong'iit   of  any  one  of  a.,     -.'ae  things  r  To 
most  of  these  questions,   if  not  tu  oli,   I  am 
well     aware,    that    some    perions     pretend 
to    hive    answers   to    give,     many   and   di- 
verge   und  all    "    as    ready  as   a  borrower's 
'■'  cao."     But   to  eyt-cy    one    of  them,  Mr, 
Roope  and  1  answer  prompily  and  decidedly, 
NonoDY. — "  No  abuse,  Hal,   none;   none, 
"   N'--d,    nor>e;     no,    boys,    none!"     The 
7nfm  of  NofiFOLK    has   himself  individually 
accomplished   all  this  good  ;  and  I  will  pre- 
sently make  it  as  clear  '•  as  the  sun-i  cams  in 
"  a  cucumber,"    which   Mr.  Roope  has  not 
done      V/hai !   Is    he   not  "  Kniiiht  of  the 
"   Shire  to   represent  us  all?"  Did  he  not 
tell  us  at  the  famous  barley  meeting  at  Nor- 
wich, of  the  solemn  charge  he  had  received 
on  a  former  similar  occa.-sion,  from  that  great 
statesman  Mr.  Fox,  then   in  i)ower,  not  to 
allow  the  ahirniing  question  to  be  agitated, 
but    to   keep  HIS    county  quiei  i"   Does   not 
that  s'-ljiiirae  title.  >unn  r/ No.sFOLii,  (which 
he  has  been   '■'  soI/citLci,"  to  bear)  in  its  own 
proper    import    miply,   that   he   absorbs  and 
cmicentrales  in  liimself,  all  the  inconsidera- 
ble  good,  which  may  perchance,  have  bees 
done  by   oihers  r     Does  he  not  ♦'reigiii* 
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our  hearts?"  Do  we  vox  fill  ''  look  up  to 
"  liim,  with  a  fervcur  of  fstetin,  and  de- 
"  gree  of  venerptir.n,  vvliicli  kin'o<  may  en- 
"  Vy  hut  DO  NOT  OBTAIN  ?  "  1  wish  to  put 
thij<!e  <inc'stton^  fairly  Jioine  to  the  heart  and 
conscience  of  every  **  tndy  independei)t 
"  yeonnn  "  in  the  county,  i>ari'c'il  ily  a!id 
privately.  1  wish  nin%t  heartily  I  could  poll 
them  all.  by  this  inti  u^aie  and  starchinii  sr.ru 
tinu  :  the  r<'snlt  ol"  ii  would  be  gloii«)i)s  !  I 
would  minifi-Kt  from  if,  lo  all  the  world, 
bow  riglM  Mr.  Thomas  Roopc  and  I  are,  in 
our  exclusive  admintion  (nay  iduhttrv)  of 
Mr.  Coke. — I  cannot  but  de- :I.ire  my  e!^pt>- 
cial  cjncn.'-rence  in  Mr.  Koope's  commenda- 
tion of  tlioe  very  indicious  particulars  in 
Mr  Coke"s  con<Uut,  vhioh  place  his  wis- 
dom far  above  that  of  any  ulher  pniver.  I 
mean  his  di'ihiteresttd  pian  of  nuikirg  his  te- 
nants "  indppendeiit  yeomen."  by  "  long 
*<  lewises  and  lavourable  tc-im»; ;  "  his  build- 
ing them  "  houses  lit  for  the  rcsidfiue  of 
"  gen'lenen  ;  "  and  "  expending  vast  .^ums 
"  i;i  the  purchase  of  the  most  ek'giint  and 
"  cosily  piece*  of  plait  to  siimulale  indu.s- 
"  try!"  Means  and  etuis  mc-t  .sagaciously 
adapted  to  each  other!  Thoneh  -^urh  fov- 
bearanre  ard  such  expenditure,  taktn  tOi,e- 
ther,  may  constitute  a  goodly  revenue,  the 
lotty  mind  of  our  h'v^her  \\yc\n  voile  "pa- 
tron." feels  that  all  is  well  bestowed;  and, 
f)\'m  his  prouil  exaltation  he  looks  down  with 
S'ipreme  con'enijit,  on  ihe  littlu'-mnided  pa- 
tricians or  plebt  ians,  who  meanly  and  scjr- 
didly  ibirk,  thai  such  precio'"s  possessions  as 
popi:la;iry  an!  eleciio.i'.-' ring  inter,  sts,  can 
be  bough*  .00  dear.  Mr.  Thoinas  Roupe 
and  I  co'-dially  approve  and  admiiv-.  I  can- 
not, however,  f  iinw  mv  adventurous  and 
enraptuied  leader  quite  so  far,  as  to  say  : 
"  Would  to  God  that  evcii/  Englishman's  bo- 
**  .som  glowed  with  the  same  ambitious 
"  horje-v,  and  I  f.ivaild  have  no  fear  for 
"  j.n^lan ''s  safti  ,."  On  the  contrary,  I 
should  h;ne  v..  ry  ^reai  tear  indeed.  Not 
that  I  at  all  sui-peci  Mr.  C<'ke  of  being  in- 
clined to  do  any  mischief;  but  that  in  ihut 
case,  am(<ng  so  many  contending  and  incon- 
sistent ciaiius  of  pre  eminence,  there  could 
not  be  room  for  the  expansion  a, id  free  pi.iy 
of  such  generou.s  and  multifarious  animosity, 
and  the  Mh;)le  county  would,  (to  use  a 
Norfolk  si.ijiie)  exhibit  the  exact  resem- 
blance of  one  grand  battle  of  turkeys  !  A 
sight  Silly  and  liughable  enough  upon  a  ruo 
derate  scale,  but  on  so  vast  an  one,  it  cer 
tainly  could  not  but  be  productive  of  great 
niarm  and  danger. — I  warmly  join  in  the 
))rais'-  of  Ml.  Coke's  political  consistency. 
Jt  is  no  more  than  barely  just,  to  allow 
that  in  the  tiiain,  prouiiue.Mt,  and  ckaructtr- 
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istic  feature  of  his  political  life,  the  greit 
point  of  paramount  impi-rtance,  to  which 
he  has  unifornly  bent  all  the  })<>wcrful 
energies  of  his  bright  and  various  u.Unlf, 
all  the  rich  stores  of  his  rare  knowleege,  ai\ 
the  vigorous  plasticity  and  el.islicity  ot  bis 
migh  y  m  nd — he  has  neen  super  eminently 
consistent  !  No  other  politician  has  been  so 
iinmoveab'v  firm.  From  the  very  beginnnig 
of  Mr.  Pitts  career,  (at  least,  from  the 
time  nf  his  sturdy  and  disre-^pectfnl  UTiccm- 
plinnce — vtiium  su' !j  has  not  Mr.  Cok^ 
always,  without  the  minutest  variation,  de- 
clared and  mainfrsted  his  opposition,  not 
only  to  the  in>Q$i,rr^,  but  to  the  man  ?  Has 
lie  not  been  known  to  proci<iim,  to  all  whom 
it  might  concern,  that  h?  aUvays  would  op- 
pose whatever  might  proceed  ifom  that  odious 
minister?  Was  he  ever  once  cinght  trip- 
ping, like  Sir  Francis  Wronghead,  in  "  say- 
ing (tye  when  be  sliould  have  said  no  ?  " 
Has  he  not  repeiJtcdly  quitted  "  tijc  solid 
"  comforts  o{  domestic  life,  and  the  most 
"  laudable  pursuits  which  can  engage  the 
"  attention  of  m.m,"  and  travelled  p  .st  by 
night  or  by  lAny,  through  fair  weather  or 
foul  ;  no  matter — so  thnt  he  could  but  get 
into  the  house  in  time  for  (he  divii>ion  .•'  Nay, 
has  he  not  been  known  (vvhen  notice  has 
been  given  of  anotiier  opposition-motion) 
even  to  stay  several  days  in  that  abominably 
sink  of  pollvilion,  Lor.don,  amidst  "  transi- 
"  lory  joys,"  "  glittering  baubles,"  "  empty 
"  par.ide,"  and  "  useless  routs  i  "  And 
when  at  an  awfid  moment,  bis  a.ssociates  in 
oppo.sition  (and  among  them  the  generous 
and  nobii'  naiu^edFox)  professed  that  every 
enio'.i./n  of  hostility  was  extinct  within  them, 
will  iilhe\  s'thed  or  wept,  andsaid  that  death 
hadputenmiy  under  his  feet,-  he  ro.se  sub- 
linu-ly  .■'Uperior  to  such  imbecillity,  and  with 
more  th.in  Roman  tirmness,  still  holds  forth 
an  illus'.rious  exan.pie  of  unshaken  political 
consistency,  more  perfect  than  Britain  ever 
.sa  V  before  Even  to  this  day,  has  he  ever 
been  known  to  n"l.^ke  a  speech  at  any  public 
meeting,  political  or  agiicultural,  without 
taking  occaMon  (often  with  the  utmost  in- 
genuity.) of  either  making  a  direct  a  d  gal- 
lant attack,  or  throwin.g  out  the  bitterest 
oblicjue  sarcasms,  on  that  justlv  detested 
nnine,  that  object  of  his  rooted  aversion  ? 
If  sucIj  a  man  do  nut  deseive  the  glorious 
title  e.f  '•  putriot,"  on  whom  can  it  be  be- 
stowed ?  Suck  consii-teiicy,  characterizing 
the  "  whole  career  of  his  p;4rliair.eniary  du- 
"  ties,"  and  "  all  his  patriotic  proceedings" 
(nay,  constituting  the  nain  sum  aiid  sub- 
stance of  them, so  far  as  the  world  has  heard,) 
does  not  only  entitle  him  to  the  thanks  of 
the   couBty^   (or  what   by    the   courtesy  o( 
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party  is  colled  the  conn^y)  but  to  those  of 
tiie  wh  Ir  couaiiy -,  gves  him  a  cljim  to  the 
"  estiina.'e  and  la-.;intj tre.tsures  orcENEKAL 

ADMIRATION    and    UNIVER'^AL  ESTEEM."       I 

cainv)t  lielp  otltering  sincere  thanks  to  Mr. 
Ihoi'iias  Roope.  fur  S(< judiciously  introducing 
thih  lopic— I  C('me  now  to  anoihor  subject 
truly  m  !gn!fiC(»nt  5  ot'v,hich  the  uorld  mi^^ht 
have  kiijwn  nothing,  hiid  it  nor  bt;fn  tor 
thtt  warm  zeal  of  Mr,  R(;ope.  H  jw  do  I 
ei.vv  ih."  honour  he  has  erjoyed  of  dining 
anv.  ^ol:ver^ing,  at  the  "  hospiiiible  bo.ird," 
in  the  "  princely  abode/"  with  "  f^orcigriers 
"  of  tl)(r  first  rank  f.oni  various  partsof  the 
"  woriu,"  —  even  Si)vere'gn  Princes,  it 
seems!  H  w  dues  my  bosom  swell  to  catch 
a  share  ii^  that  prond  and  triumphant  exalt- 
ation, wh.ch  lur.^t  have  been  telt  by  -whigs, 
■w.'iiii  they  tieaid  crowned  hep.ds,  spe^ik  of 
themselves  wi;h  sus  h  btcon'ing  huniilily, 
ai;d  in  meek  prostraMon  ackiU'V/Iedge  iheir 
ir.'ferioiity  !  "  IFe  petly  movanhs  ul  little 
"  itates.  co^^]d  IvAveJormi'd  nn  iiicli  ideiis  !" 
This  IS  indeed  inexnressibiy  grand  !  Trans- 
cendent ly  -uhiime  !  It  absolutely  overcomes 
me  !   I  si'.'k  under  ih^  overwhelming  emotion 


of  supreme  delight  I — I  trust,  Mr,  Cobbetr, 
we  shall  nj'ter  this,  hear  no  iriort'  of  "  little 
"  talents  f-nd  ambition."  B. it  it  }  ou  suspect 
that  Mr.  Tht^ma-i  Rvope  ana  I  have  fabri- 
cated a  specious  eulogium,  only  to  produce 
effect  a>  a  distance,  come  among  usvourseif! 
Come  to  our  meeting-  !  1  he  admis  ion  iso?;7v/ 
a  GUINEA  !  TaVethe  evidence  of  your  own 
senses  !  Behold  ouringu'^gitaiions  and  regur- 
gitations of  intoxicating  panegyric  and  port! 
Listen  to  the  expl  isive  and  expansive  bursts 
of  involuntary  and  uncontnuilable  applause  I 
of  enraptured  and  enrap'urmg  puff!  Join 
in  our  animating  choral  strains,  patriotic, 
potatory,  and  prurient  !  in  the  gr^ind  vocal 
artillery  of  "  three  times  three  !  "  Mark, 
and  admire  our  homage  so  huiribly  paid,  so 
graciously  received,  that  humility  and  con- 
descension exactly  neutralize  each  other,  and 
all  see nts perfect  EauALiTY.  And  when  you 
have  seen  and  heard  all  this,  then  say  if  you 
dare  that  Mr  Coke  is  not  "  deserving  of  tiiat 
"  public  testimony  of  esteem,  the  inhabi- 
*'  tants  of  Norfolk  have  so  long  bestowed, 
"  in  electing  him  their  rt-preseniative  " — 
Say  that  he  "  has  not  deserved  those  marks 
"  of  distuiciion  which  he  never  received," — 
Say  that  the  "  kingdom  contains  two  pt^rsons, 
"  one  of  whom  onlv  I  believe  to  exist." — 
Say  it  if  you  dare,  I  ust'y  you!  — Mr,  Thomas 
Roope,  by  this  splendid  and  successful  ex- 
ertion of  his  masterly  pen,  has  laid  Mr, 
Coke  under  such  especial  obligations  to  him, 
that  he  certainly  cannot  be  overlooked  in 
tlie  noble  and  profuse  distribution  of"  stimu- 
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"  laiing  "  plate.  As  I  have  done  all  I  can 
to  second  him,  I  ven'are  -oexp  ess  a  rnoHest 
and  diffident  hope  thai  some  slight  token 
may  be  bestowed  on  me.  If  beg'::jars  can 
be  allowed  to  chuse,  I  restrict  my  wishes  to 
— a  musinrd-pot,  Wl;ile  at  my  ihree-legged 
table,  I  coiUenledly  dabble  in  it,  to  give  a 
savoury  relish  to  my  cheese,  I  shall  hear 
with  delii^ht  and  admiration,  but  without 
e-vy,  of  the  splendour  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Hof.'pe  ;  who  after  a  sumptuous  banquet  (a 
Grand  Presentation-Dinnri)  at  the  "  hospi- 
table board,"  in  the  '*  pi  incely  abode,"  will 
gloriously  replenish  his  honorary  silver  Jor- 
dan ! — •*  /  coulil  add  a  great  deal  wore,  hut 
"  less  I  could  not  irell  say."  And  now, 
Mr.  Cnbbett,  lei  me  confidently  hope,  that 
the  same  candour  which  induced  you  to  in- 
sert Mr,  Roope's  letter,  will  al^o  secme 
admission  to  this,  wliich  is  so  exacUy  of  the 
same  import  and  tendcnc)'.  In  this  pleasing 
hope  I  remain, — Your  very  obedient  servant, 
William  Smith, — Neither  M  P.  nor  iMi- 
?ierulogisf  —  Duke  s  Palace,  Norwich,  20/A 
July,    1808. 

P,  S.  I  shall  feel  verymucli  obliged,  if  you 
cm  prevail  on  your  friend  Mr.  Thomas 
Roope,  to  communicate  through  the  channel 
of  vour  R^giiter,  the  senses  which  his  dic- 
tioLinry  alfixes  to  the  following  words  ; — 
gentleman,  liberal,  learned,  enlightened, 
dignified,  judicious,  Leneficial,  perfect, 
paliimism,  iTn/ruvement,  admiration,  esteem, 
encuurag'-rnent.  1  could  add  many  more, 
but  these  are  the  most  important,  and  are 
sufficient  at  present.  The  account  T  find  of 
these  in  m-,  dictionary  (which  is  J  ihnson's, 
and  I  am  afrnd  is  in  some  degree  nbsolele) 
has  puzzled  me  extremely  ;  and  I  am  afraid 
that  by  trusiing  to  it,  for  want  of  better 
authority,  I  may  have  made  mistakes  of 
Mr.  Roope's  meaning  in  some  places. 


Mi- 


Letter  FROM  THE  Author  o 
Pocket  Book." 
Sir  ; — The  "  licentiousness"  of  the  pen 
of  Sir  Richard  Phillips,  in  your  la«t 
Register,  ought  not  perhaps  "  io  excite  any 
"  other  emotion  th;in  contempt  ;"'  but  as 
"  the  greatest  fool  that  ever  trod  the  earth  " 
(to  borrow  a  description  from  the  Attorney 
General,  confirmed  by  iiiy  Lord  Ellen - 
borough,)  may,  in  the  very  prevailing  party 
of  wiiich  he  is  the  towering  head,  tind 
some  congenial  .souls,  "  Asinus  asuio,  et 
"  sus  sui  pulcher,"  to  admire  his  wisdom, 
and  to  believe  his  assertions,  I  am  compelled 
to  ask  you  for  a  corner,  in  which  I  may 
stand  to  make  my  defence.  You  have  ably 
vindicated  the  right  of  freemen  to  speak  tlie 
truth,  and  you  will  of  course,    be  the   hut 
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iK.in  to  deny  any  one  tLa.  honourable 
privilege — honnurallel  call  it,  DOtwithstand-  j 
iMg  th'j  meed  which  legal  wisdoin  has  pre-  ' 
pared  Ibr  those  who  exercise  it  in  our  en-  i 
it!;htened  day  ! — I  was  present  when  Sir  , 
KicKAnn  I'liiLMFS,  in  his  court  dress,  j 
stood  lininviied  on  the  Ben-:!),  and  bore  : 
witness  :!^ainst  his  neiglibour,  /".  e.  brotlier  ; 
bo<jkscller,  and  I  apncjl  to  cwvy  one  present  J 
whether  the)-  ever  saw  mniignitv  so  over-  ! 
shoot  itseU';  but  it  had  il-i  reward.— No  one  ' 
in  the  pillory  (for  spanking  the  trtjlk  or  any  , 
c/zicrc/v/rtt^  would  I  think,  since  the  custom  I 
of  lendlntr  an  ear  to  justice  has  fallen  j 
into  di»ii-.e,  have  changed  ''levations  with 
him.  The  severe  rerii.nks  of  the  chief  ! 
justice,  and  the  poignant  animadversions  of 
the  Attorney  General,  are  well  remembered  i 
by  SrR  Richard  3  hut  the  cruise,  which 
warr.inled  thorn,  has,  it  scents,  wiifjlly 
cscafjed  him. —  Ue  uttered  no  "  clu'd'isk 
"  thing's,"  to  use  his  genlle  terms  !  With 
fhh  Jact,  1  beg  to  couple  his  assertion,  that 
he  never  re.id  anonymous  criticisms  or  cared 
any  tiling  about  them,  and  to  add,  that  be^ 
fore  me,  at  this  moment,  J  have  letters 
written  by  Sir  RicnAKD  to  a  proprietor  of 
a  M'ork,  in  which  ther^  is  an  anonymous 
review  of  books,  and  these  letters  complain 
piteou,ly  of  the  censure,  which  is  therq 
p.^ssed  on  some  of  his  publications,  and 
request  a  fru-ndly  conference  with  this 
gentleman  on  the  subject.  This  being  the 
case  in  one  instance,  perhajjs  wg  may  say, 
''  ex  lino  disce" — Latin  again  !  1  beg  pardon 
IvJr.  Cobbett. — but  one  slice  is  enough — 
we  need  not  eat  the  whole  of  a  g()(;se  to 
V.now  tiiat  it  is  not  sweet! — The  principal 
object  of  my  letter  yet  remains  to  be  stated  : 
'■  You  must  be  loo  well  acquainted  with 
"  the  artifices  practised  by  anr)nymous 
"  writers,  to  be  surprized  at  learning,  that 
*'  the  report  of  the  huetn^d  betwet.'u  CAitr. 
"  and  Hooo,  copied  from  a  newspaper 
"  into  your  last  Rc-giMer,  u-us  trrhtcn  /■?/ 
"  the  very  person  tchose  pamphlet  had  been 
"  the  nlject  of  that  trial.  Hence  you  m:\y 
"  readily  ac.-i;unt  for  the  inconsistencies  of 
'•'  which  the  pldntilf  ;:nd  his  7ri(nesse.\  are  by 
"  this  reporter  made  guilty  !" — These  are 
the  words  of  Sir  RichaIvD  PuiLLips  in 
your  lasi  Register.  Now,  on  the  honour 
of  a  gciiileman,  and  as  I  value  my  l^^st 
hopes,  1  never  reported  or  influenced  the 
u'port  of  the  Trial  in  any  newspaper  or  in 
any  shape  wliatever  ;  and  as  I  have  at  no 
time  been  suspected  by  an  Attorney  General 
(not  much  given  to  je>.ting)  to  have  "  slip- 
ped in  my  testimony,"  I  tru-.t  that  I  shall, 
.'.I  least  on  this  occa.'iion,  have  the  preferenre 
due  to  my  spler;|u  ab.sevLraiion. — I  qm,  Sir, 


^>tc.   \c. — The  Ai'thor  or  "  My  Pocrtt 
"  Book," — /Digystd,  IJOS. 

P.  S.  As  to  "  the  ycspeitatle  cliaracter 
of  SiK  JoHX  Cakr,"  domestically  speak- 
ing, I  am  as  ready  to  believe  it  to  be  snr b, 
as  Sir  Richap.d  is  to  tell  me  so  j  but  I 
need  not  inform  Mr.  Ccdibelt  th-it  "  ywoW 
"  on  parh'  d'ouvrages  d'esjirit,  il  ne  s'cgit 
"  /'0/7;/ d'honnCtes  gens,  mais  gens  de  Inn 
"  iens." — A  calf  m;iy  be  a  very  wo'thy 
calt — aye,  and  make  a  very  ^-,00(1  hni<rht,  but 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  would  make 
a  very  sorry  writer  of  tr.ivels,  bookseller,  it 
sheriff". 


O PFi CI  AL  PAPER :i. 
SrANisH    Rkvoi.ution. — (Couiinued  from 

p.    213). — Pioclamnlion,    dated    Oviedo, 

July  17, 

SrANiARDS  ! — The  tyrant  of  France  tem- 
porised with  you,  to  increase  the  number  of 
his  slaves.  His  ambiiion,  Ids  abturd^confi- 
denct?,  increased  by  the  intrigues  of  a  vizier, 
and  1\>-  those  of  a  weik  and  perfidious  court, 
led  to  the  project  of  the  arre^t  of  our  august 
monarcl),  that  he  might  obtain  possession  of 
these  dominions  J  and  what  tricks  and  abomi- 
nations were  not  employed  to  deceive  our 
young  prince,  a. id  to  force  him  into  igno- 
minious slavery  I  When  he  sought  to  pro- 
mole  the  prosperity  of  his  people,  and  the 
happiness  of  his  beloved  vassals,  he  met 
with  oj)probrium,  sacrilegious  treachery, 
the  ruin  of  his  subjects,  a  criminal  compact 
written  in  characters  of  blood  by  parnciJes 
and  traitors,  a  thousand  enormities  of  whicli 
Nero  was  incapable,  all  which  were  delibe- 
rately concerted  with  a  haughty  Vaiulal, 
who  meditated  ourdestruction.  Oh  atrocious 
violation  of  the  rights  of  society  !  Generous 
Charles  !  Thou  wdio  didst  dedicate  thy  best 
days,  those  days  which  thou  owedst  to  the 
v.-ell-being  of  thy  people,  in  pur^^uing  the 
wild  beasts  of  thy  forests,  tell  us,  if  amongst 
this  savage  race,  ihou  hast  found  any  so  fe- 
rocious as  the  horrid  monster  to  whom  thou 
hast  thoughtlessly  sacrificed  an  innocent  f;i- 
mily,  and  a  faithful  nation  worthy  the  best 
afleclions  of  their  sovereign  ? — By  such  in- 
fernal artifice,  Napoleon  already  reckoned 
amcMig  his  treasures  the  massive  gold  of 
Spain  and  of  her  Indies  ;  as  if  it  were  as 
easy  to  vanquish  a  pet^ple,  as  to  seduce  kings 
and  to  corrui>t  courlieis.  But  he  is  deceived, 
and  ai'.jst  elfectually  is  he  cheated  by  iho^e 
who  a:e  conversant  in  the  arts  of  deception. 
He  has  forgotten  that  we  are  both  fret^men 
and  Spaniards,  since  the  Jyth  of  March,  a 
day  of  as  much  exaltation  to  Spain,  a";  it 
was  of  terrbr  and  alarm  to  ihe  black  eag»es 
which  preiumed  lo   fix.  their  taluiu  on  the 
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gates  of  our  capital.     H.ippy  day  which  yoa 
have  convened  to    the    (ie^olation   of  your    | 
enemies!      Look,  olj  Spain  I   down  tlie  hor- 
rible precipice   that   pertidy   has   excavated, 
and    remember  the    exalied   happiness,  and 
the    i ninjort.il   renown    your    enemies    have  , 
prepared  for  you  — Yes.     Spain,    with   the  i 
energies    of    libeity,    has   to    contend  with  | 
France  debilitated    by  slavery.     If  she    re-  j 
main  linn  and  constant,  Spain  will  triumph,   j 
A  whole  people  is  more  powerful  than    dis-  | 
cipiined  armies.     Those  who  unite  to  main-  , 
tain    the    independence    of    their   country,  j 
must  tnuiUi-'h  over  tyranny.     Spain   will  in-  i 
evitably  conquer  in  a  cause  the  most  just  that  j 
has  ever  raised   the  deadly  weapon  ot   w:v.-  ; 
for  she  tights  not  for  the  concerns  of  a  diy, 
but  for  tne  serenity  and   h  ippiness  of  ages  ; 
not  for  an  insulated  privilege,  but  ior  i\\i  the 
riglits  of  human  nature  ;   not   for  temporal 
blessings,,  bat  for  eternal  happiness  j   not  tor 
the  benc^fit  of  one   nation,  but   for  all  man- 
kidU,  and  even    for    France    herself     Spi- 
r.iards,  elevate  your  natural  courage  by  sue'.! 
sentiments  !   Let  every  tyrant  ot   the  eanh 
peiisii,  rather  than  that  you   should   subo-.it 
to  despotism  and   to  impiety.     To  impiety  ! 
MeicifalGod,  let    not  yoar  faithful    people 
b;  exposed  to  such  disgrace  and  infamy  I — 
Spiniards!  —  Let  every  honest  man  arise  in 
defence  of  his    country  ;  let  your   iron    and 
bra>s  Is  converted  into  thunderbolts  of  war  : 
let  luI  Spain   become  a  camp  :  let  her  popu- 
la  ion  become  an  armed  host  ;  above  all,  let 
on^-  youths  fly  to  the  defence  of   the  state, 
for  the  son   should  fall  before  the  father  ap- 
pear m  the  ranks  of  battle  ;  and  yon,  tender 
mothers,  affectionate  wives,  fair  maidens,  do 
not  retain  v/itnin  your  embraces,  t.he   sweet 
olfiects  of  youfJove,  until  from  victory  re- 
turiicd,  they  deserve  your  affection.     They 
withdraw  from  your  arms  not  to  tight  for  a 
tyrant,    but  for  their  God    for  a  monarch 
worthy   the   veneration  of  his    people  ;   and 
not  only   for  these,  but  for  yourselves  and 
for  yojr  companions.     Instead  of  regretting 
their   departure,  like  the   Spartan   women, 
sing  the  song  of  jubilee  ;  and  when  they  re- 
turn conquerors   to  your  arms,    then,  a!:d 
rot  till  then,   weave   the  laurel    crown    for 
their    reception. — The  love   of  religion,    of 
independence,    and  of   glorv,    thv>se    noble 
pabsions>,    the   preservers   of  great  empires, 
penetraie  into  our  inmost  soals      Let  us  all 
swear,  b)  the  outrages  suffered  by  our  co'.p- 
try,  by  tUe  victims  sacriticed  on    tlie   2d  ot 
May,    by  our  own    swords,  b.ithed    in   the 
parricidal  blood  of  the  ferocious    Napoleon, 
that  we  will  inflict  the  punishment   decreed 
by  the  God  of  Vengeance. — And  you,  rich 
men,  rendered  seltish,  not  patriotic,  by  in- 
dulgence, do  not  continue  in  ignoble  repose^ 
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but  exert  your  means,  that  peace  may  be 
secured.  If  debilitated  by  inactivity,  you 
are  incapable  of  enduring  the  fatigues  of  war, 
let  your  tre^isures  supply  the  wants  of  the 
indigent,  and  the  necessities  of  the  defender 
of  the  country.  And  you,  ye  venerable 
orders  of  religion,  do  not  ye  withhold  the 
sums  necesary  for  the  support  of  the  com- 
mon cause! 

(To  ic  continued.) 


Po  UTU  G  A  r. . — Ma  n  ifestn ,  or  justificatory  Ex- 
position  of  the  Conduct  of  th-;  Court  of 
Portuiral,  tvilh  liesptict  to  Fmnce,  front 
the  Cominmicement  of  the  Revolution,  to 
the  Tima  of  the  Invnnon  of  Portugal,  and 
of  the  Motives  ivhich  cornOfl/ed  it  to  de- 
clare IFnr  aa;ninst  the  Emperor  of  the 
Frfnch,  in  Consequence  of  that  Invasion, 
and  the  siibsajucnt  Dcclaradon  of  IVar, 
?nade  aflcr  the  Report  of  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Rein /ions.  Dated  Rio  Janeiro, 
May  1,   1S08. 

The  Court  of  Portugal,  after  having  kept 
a  silence  suitable  to  the  different  circum- 
stances in  v.'hich  it  was  placed,  and  to  the 
moment  when  the  seat  of  government  was 
established,  conceives  that  it  owes  to  its 
dignity  and  rank  among  other  powers,  a 
faithful  and  accurate  exi'»os;tion  of  its  con- 
duct, supported  by  incontestible  facts,  in 
order  that  its  subjects,  impartial  Europe, 
and  also  the  most  distant  posterity,  may 
judge  of  the  purity  of  its  conduct,  and  the 
prmciples  it  has  adopted,  as  well  to  avoid 
the  fruitless  effusion  of  the  blood  of  its 
people,  as  because  it  could  not  persuade  it- 
self that  solernn  treaties,  of  which  it  had 
fulfilled  the  burdensome  conditions,  in  fa- 
vour of  France,  could  become  a  despicable, 
an  infant's  toy,  in  the  eyes  of  a  govern- 
ment, whooe  immoderate  and  incommen- 
surable ambition  has  no  limits,  and  which 
has  but  too  much  opei^ed  the  eyes  of  the 
persons  most  prejudiced  in  its  favour.  Jt  is 
not  in  invectives,  or  in  vain  and  useless  me- 
naces, that  the  Court  of  Portugal  will  raise 
its  voice  froin  the  midst  of  the  new  empire, 
which  it  is  about  to  create  ;  it  is  by  true  and 
authentic  facts,  explained  with  the  greatest 
simplicity  and  moderation,  that  it  will  make 
known  to  Europe,  and  its  subjects,  all  that 
it  has  suffered  ;  that  it  will  excite  the  atten- 
tion of  those  who  may  still  desire  not  to  be 
the  victims  of  so  unbounded  an  ambition, 
and  who  may  feel  how  much  the  future  fate 
of  Portugal,  and  the  restitution  of  its  states, 
invaded  without  a  declaration  of  war,  and 
in  the  midst  of  profound  peace,  ought  to  b« 
of  conscq'uence  to  Europe,  if  Europe  ever 
hopes  to  see  revived  the  security  and  inde- 
pendence of    diQ    powers  which  formerly 
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composed  a  species  of  republic,  tiiat  balan- 
ced itself,  and  maintained  an  eqi-.ilibrinrn  in 
all  its  ditlerent  parts —An  appeal  to   Provi- 
dence is  the  consequence  of  this  exposition, 
and   a  religious  prince   feels  all  the   impor- 
tance  of  it,  since  guilt  Ciinnot  always    re- 
main unpunished  ;  and  usurpation  and  vio- 
lence enfeeble  and  consume   themselves   by 
the  continual  efforts  they  are  obliged  to  em- 
ploy.—'l'he    court  of    Portugal,     though    it 
saw  with  regret  the  French   revolution    be- 
gin, and  deplored   the  fate  of  the  virtuous 
king  with  whom  it  was   connected   by   the 
closest  tics  of  blood,  yet  did   not    take   any 
part  in  the  war,  which   the  conduct  of  the 
madmen   who  then  reigned  (by  the  confes- 
sion even  of  the  present  government)  forced 
all  governments  to  'declare   ngainst    thcni  ; 
even  when  it  sent  succourii  to  Spain  for  the 
defence  of  the  Pyrenees,  it   alw.iys   endea- 
voured to  preserve  the  most  perfect   ueutra- 
liiy._In  tlieyear  17p3,  the  French  govern- 
ment sent  an  envoy   to  the  court   of  Poitu- 
<ral,  who  wiis  received  with   the  utmost  re- 
spect, but  who  was  not  acknowledged  ;  for 
then  neither  the  principles  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, nor  of  public  law,  authorised  govern- 
ments to  acknowledge  extraordinary    chan- 
ges, unless  they  are  known  to  be  legitimate  ; 
and  n')  nation  is,  in    that   respect,  to  judge 
for  another,  whilst  its  independence  exists. 
The  French  government,  without  any  de- 
cliiration  of  war,  or  any  formality,  began  to 
detain   the   Portuguese    merchant    vessels  ; 
and,    after   the    peace  in    1801,  demanded 
'and  obtained  indemnities    for    those  which 
the  court  of  Portugal  detained,  to  obtain   a 
legitimate    compensation,    without     paying 
an^v  regard  to  the  claims  and  remonstrances 
<)f  the  Portuguese  merchants.     The  court  of 
Spain,  which  had   required   succours   from 
Portugal,  and  which,  by  the  confession   of 
the  French  generals,  was  obliged  to  acknow- 
ledge how  useful    and  necessary     they  had 
been,  when  it  made  peace  with  France,  not 
©nly  foigot  its  ally,  which  it   ought  to  have 
caused   to  be  declared  in   a   slate   of  peace 
vith  France,  since   the   court  of  Portugal, 
in  succouring  its  ally  to  fulfil  the  conditions 
of  the  treaty  of  alliance  which    existed   be- 
tween the  two  sovereigns,  had  no  intention 
to  make  war  against  France  ;  but  what   is 
perhaps  unheard  of,  or  at  least  very  lare  in 
the  annals  of  history,  Spain    then   made  a 
coiximon  cause  with  France,  to  force  Portu- 
gal to  receive  unjust  and  humiliating  condi- 
tions of  peace,  nor  did   Spain   cease   to  de- 
clare   itself  the  enemy  of  its   ally,  till   the 
moment   when  the  treaties   of  Badajoz  and 
Madrid  were    signed,  employing   e\cn    the 
forces  ot  I'>ancc   to   wrest  from  Portugal   a 
'small  ex'enl  of  territory  of  ii>e  province  of 


Alentejo,    on   the   side  of  Olivenza  ;  thus 
leaving  to  posterity  an  eternal  monument  of 
the  wretched  recompense  she  bestowed   on 
an  ally,  who,    notwithstanding  the  ancient 
rivalry  of  the  two  nations,  would  not  fail  to 
fulfil  the  conditions   of  a  treaty   of  alliance 
which  existed  between  them. — The  treaties 
of  peace  of  Badajoz  and  Madrid,  in   1801, 
are  likewise  a  new  proof  of  bad  faith  in  the 
enemies   of    the   Court   of  Portugal  j  since 
the   treaty  of  Badajoz  having   been  signed 
there  by  Lucien  Buonaparte,  the  French  ple- 
fiipoteniiary,  and  the  Prince   of  Peace,  ou 
the  one  side,  and  by   the  Portuguese  pleni- 
potentiary on  the  other,  the  French  govern- 
ment refused  to  ratify  it,  and  forced   Portu- 
gal to  sign    a  new  treaty   at  Madrid,  with 
much  harder  conditions,   without  being  able 
to  assign  any  other  motives  than  its  caprice 
and  ambition.     This  latter  treaty  was  signed 
almost  at   the  same  time  with  the  treaty  of 
London,     between    England    and    France, 
which  moderated  some  conditions,  too  op- 
pressive to  Portugal,  and  fixed   the  limits  of 
the   coast  of    North   America,   which   was 
confirmed  by  the  peace  of  Amiens,  and  this 
consideration  of  England  for  its  ancient  ally, 
was,  in  the  eyes  of  France,  a  new  proof  of 
the  servitude  and  bondage  in  which  the  Eng- 
lish government  held  that  of  Portugal. — No 
sooner  was  the  treaty  of  ISOl    concluded, 
than  the  court  of  Portugal  hastened  to  fulfil 
all  its  burdensome  conditions  j  and  to  shew, 
by  the  religious  and  punctual  observation   of 
all  its  eiigagements,  how  much  it  desired  to 
confirm  the  good  understanding  which   was 
re-established  between  the  two  governments, 
and  which  ought  to  cause  to  be  forgotten  all 
the  injuries  it  had  suffered,  and  which    cer- 
tainly had   never  been  provoked  on  its  part, 
The  conduct  of  the  French  government  was 
very   difTerent ;  as,  from  the  first   moment 
that  peace  was  re-establibhed,  it  required  all 
kind  of  unju'^t  sacrifices,    on  the  part  of  the 
Portuguese  government,    in    favour  of  the 
most  extravagant  and  unfounded  pretensions 
of  F"rench  subjects.     Europe  ought  then  to 
have  foreseen  that  its  subjugation,  from  Lis- 
bon t®  Petersburgh,  was  determined  in   the 
cabinet  of  the  Thuillcries,  and  that   it   was 
neces.sary  to  combine  to   level  the  colossus 
with  the  ground,  or  submit  to  be  his  victim. 
— After  a   short     interval,    war  broke  cut 
anew  between  England  and  France  ;  and  th« 
Court  of  Portugal  having  made  the  greatest 
sacrifices   to   avoid  war,  and    the  harsh  and 
liumiiiating   propositions  of  the  French  go- 
veirutient,  thought  itself  fortunate  to  be  able 
to  conclude,  with  the  greatest  sacrifices  ot 
money,  the  treaty  of  1604,  in  which  France 
promised,  in  the  sixth  article,  as  follows  :  — 
"  The  First  Consul  of  the  French  Pvcpublip 
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"  consents  to  acknowledge  the  neutrality  of 
"  Portugal  during  the  present  war,  and  not 
**  to  oppose  any  measures  that  may  be  talcen 
*'  with  respect  to  the  belligerent  nations, 
"  agreeably  to  the  principles  and  general 
"  laws  of  neutrality." — The  French  go- 
vernment from  that  time  received  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  such  a  treaty  5  it  never  had  oc- 
casion to  make  the  smallest  complaint  against 
the  Portuguese  government ;  yet  was  it  da- 
ring the  same  war,  and  after  such  a  stipula 
tion,  that  it  required  of  the  court  of  Portugal, 
not  only  the  infraction  ©f  the  neutrality, 
but  the  declaration  of  war,  in  violation  of 
all  the  treaties  that  had  existed  between  the 
two  countries,  and  in  which,  in  the  case  of 
war  acknowledged  possible,  it  was  determi- 
ned hyw  the  subjects  of  the  two  nations 
should  be  treated,  and  all  this  without  Por- 
tugal having  any  c»'ise  of  complaint  against 
the  British  government,  which  had  even 
given  it  every  kind  of  satisfaction,  when  the 
commanders  of  its  ships  of  war  had  failed 
in  that  respect  which  was  due  to  a  neutral 
flag. — The  Emperor  of' the  French,  in  the 
nieantimej  caused  one  of  his  squadrons, 
on  board  o(  which  was  his  brother,  to  put 
to  sea.  It  ar>chored  in  the  bay  of  All-Saints, 
where  it  was  received  with  every  kind  of 
respect,  and  was  supplied  with  all  sort  of 
refreshment.  Yet,  what  is  worthy,  of  at- 
tention is,  that  at  the  very  time  the  French 
government  received,  on  the  part  of  that  of 
Portugal,  so  many  maiks  of  friendship  and 
consideration,  the  squadron  burned  some 
Portuguese  vessels,  to  conceal  its  route, 
v/ith  a  promise  of  indemnity  to  the  proprie- 
tors, which  promise  was  never  performed. 
Europe  may  hence  conclude  the  fate  which 
awaits  it,  should  the  French  government 
acquire  an  ascendency  by  sea  equal  to  that  it 
has  obtained  by  land,  and  may  properly  es- 
timate the  foundation  of  the  complaints  it 
so  loudly  utters  against  the  Briti^-h  govern- 
ment. England  never  made  any  remon- 
strances against  the  succours  granted  to  the 
French  squadron,  for  they  were  within  the 
acknowledged  limits  of  the  law  of  nations. 
But  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of 
France  has  dared  to  assert,  in  the  face  of 
JEurope,  that  Portugal  gave  assistance  to  the 
English  for  the  conquest  of  Monte  Video 
9nd  Buenos  Ayres ;  v/hile  it  is  a  fact,  known 
by  all  the  world,  that  that  expedition,  which 
sailed  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  recei- 
ved from  Portugal  neither  vessels,  money, 
*■  nor  men  ;  nor,  in  fine,  any  merchandise 
considered  as  contraband  in  tune  of  war  ; 
and  that  the  English  squadron*.,  dtiring  this 
war,  obtained  nothing  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  or 
the  other  ports  of  the  Brazils,  except  what 
is  not  rctostd  to  any  nation,  and  which  had 
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been  supplied  plentifally  to  the  French  squa- 
dion.  llie  court  of  Portugal  defies  the 
court  of  France  to  produce  any  fact  in  con- 
tradiction to  this  assertion,  which  is  founded 
in  the  most  exact  and  impartial  truth. — 
B'rance  received  from  Portugal,  from  lb04 
to  IS07,  all  the  colonial  commodities  and 
raw  materials  fur  her  manufactures.  The 
alliance  of  England  and  Portugal  was  useful 
to  France  ;  and  in  the  depression  suffered  by 
the  arts  and  industry,  in  consequence  of  a 
perpetual  war  by  land,  and  a  disastrous  war 
by  sea,  in  which  he  only  met  with  defeats, 
it  was  certainly  a  great  advantage  to  France, 
that  the  commerce  of  Portugal  should  suffer 
no  interruption  ;  undoubtedly  it  was  equally 
useful  to  both  countries.  By  ravaging  Por- 
tugal, by  bubjvX'ting  her  to  excessive  contri- 
butions, in  an  unheard-cf  nianner,  witliout 
war,  or  any  resistance  having  been  made  on 
her  part,  France  has  not  obtained  that  ad- 
vantage, which  a  commerce,  usefid  to  both 
countries,  would  have  procured  to  her, — ^The 
court  of  Portugal  might  th'.^n  justly,  and 
with  eve'-y  kind  of  foundation,  flatter  itself 
that  that  of  the  Thuilleries  would  respect  a 
neutrality  which  it  had  acknowledged  by  a 
solemn  treaty,  and  from  which  it  derived 
such  decided  advantages,  when  it  was 
awaked  from  its  security,  in  the  montk  of 
August,  1800',  by  a  fornjal  declaration  ot 
the  minister  of  state  for  foreign  relations, 
M.  Talleyrand  to  Lord  Yarmouth,  by  which 
the  former  notified  to  the  latter,  that  if 
England  did  not  make  a  maritime  peace, 
the  French  government  would  declare  war 
against  Portugal,  and  order  that  country  to  be 
occupied  by  30,000  men.  It  was  not  with 
30,000  men  that  the  invasion  of  Portugal 
could  be  effected  ;  but  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  who  knew  the  security  in  which 
Portugal  found  hu^rself,  in  consequence  of 
the  treaty  of  neutrality,  thought  he  could 
take  her  by  surprise,  and  this  w:is  suffiiient 
to  justifiy  his  proceedings  The  court  of  Eng- 
land was  alarmed  by  the  above  declaration, 
and  proposed  and  ottered  to  that  of  Portugal 
all  kind  of  succour  ;  but  France,  which  at 
that  period  had  arranged  every  thing  to 
crush  the  Prussian  court,  which  rhen  alone 
bid  defiance  to  the  superior  power  of  the 
Emperor  of  t!ie  French,  while  a  twelve- 
month before  it  would  not  attack,  and  per- 
haps compel  him  to  receive  the  law,  and 
save  Europe,  jointly  with  Russia  and  Austria, 
found  means  to  pacify  the  court  of  Portu- 
gal,, which  he  then  chose  to  spare,  and 
could  not  conceive  that  a  similar  perlidy 
could  be  the  attribute  of  a  power,  whoie 
greatness  should  keep  pace  with  thai  integri- 
ty and  those  dignified  sentiments,  whith 
suit    so   well    an    exalted   rank. — The    war 
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•which  was  afierwards  continued  with  Rus- 
sia, and   whic*^  might  yet  perhaps  have    sa- 
ved   Europe,    if  the   union  of  the  govern- 
ments w  hich  divide  it  ii.id  Ueen  as  close  as   it 
should  hive  been,  still  retarded  the  execu- 
tion  of    he  views   of  ilie   Empe'^or   of  the 
French  with   reg;ird  to  the   court    of  Portu- 
gal ;    and  it    was   only    by  concluding    the 
peace  of  Tilsit  ihjt  the  court  of  the  'Jhull- 
leries,  in  a  dictai  >rial    tone,  such  as  might 
have   become  Cliavlem>igr;e,  addressing  the 
princes  whose  sovereign  io'd  he  wa«,  caused 
the  stiange  demands  to  be  made  to  the  OiAirt 
of    Portugal,    through    the  mediu'H   of  the 
French  charge  .i'atfaires,  and  by  the  Spanish 
ambassadors. — 1st,  To  shut  up  tiie   pons   ol 
Portugal    against    England.     2d,   To    dotawi 
all    Englishsnen    who   resul^-d   in    Poitug;d  j 
and,  3J,  Tocjnhscate  all  E.iglish  propc^riy  ; 
or,   in  case  of  refusal,  to  expose  itself  to  an 
immediate  war  with   France  and   Spam,   be- 
cause the  Fre'i:;.'!)  charge  d'aff-.ire.->,  and    the 
ambassador  ol   bpain    had  orders    to    depart 
on  the  1st  Sept  atjout  three  weeks  sfter  the 
said  proposal  was  niaile,  in  case   the  court  of 
Portugal    should    not    co;uply    with    all   the 
pretensions  of  the    two  courts.     'I'he   good 
faith  of  the   French  government   is   no  less 
remarkable,   with  regard  to  the  celerity  with 
which,  after  having  made  that   declaration, 
and  without    waiting  lor  the  answer  of  the 
court  ot  Portugal,  it  ordered  all   Portuguese 
merchant  ships  to  be  detained,   which  were 
in  the  ports  of  France,  and  by  that  measure 
actually  began  hostilities,   without  any   pre- 
vious declaration  of  war,  and  thus  carried  a 
far  greater  length  all  the  proceedings  which 
formed    its    continued    topic     of    reproach 
against  England;   which,  after  such  aeon- 
duct,   will  be  justly  valued. — The  court   of 
Portugal  might  then  well   have  nd.vpted  the 
known  maxun   of  the   Romans,  and  been 
convinced,  that   disgraceful    conditions  fre- 
quently saved  those  who  refuse  them,  and 
brought   destruction   upon    those  by  .whom 
they  were  proposed  j  but  on  the  one  side  it 
coidd  not  believu  tiiat  the  court  of  the  Thuil- 
lerics   made,    in  earnest,    proposals  which 
committed  both  its  honours  and  its  dignity  ; 
and,  on  the  other  side,  it  hoped  to  ward^oit 
the  5t.)rtn,  desirous  of  sparing  the  blood  of 
its  people  ;  and  placing  implicit  cojitidence 
in   the  friendship   of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
its  old  and  faithful  ally,  it  endeavoured  to 
render  the  pretensions  of  the  French  govern- 
ment   more  moderate,  by  acceding  to   the 
shutting  up  of  the  ports,  andrtfusmg  the  two 
other  articles,  as  contr.iry    to  the   principles 
of  tlie  public  law,  and  to  the  treaiie*  which 
subsisted  between  the  two  nations  j  and  his 
roy.ll  highness  the  Prince  Regent'  of  Portu- 
gal hiid  no  hesitation   to  declare,  that  tbo»e 


articles   wounded  equally   his  religion   and 
the  principles  of  morality,  from   which    he 
never  deviates  ;    and    which    are,   perhaps, 
the  true  cause  of  the  unshaken  fidelity  which 
he  has  experienced  on  the  part  of  his  subjects. 
— The  court  of  Portugal  then  began  to  adopt 
measures  f(jr  securing  its  retreat  to  that  part 
of  the    Portuguese  dominions  which    is   not 
exposfd  to    an\  invasion,  the    consequences 
of  which  might  create  alarm.     For  this  pur- 
pose, it   ord<  red   all   such    ships   of  war  as 
were  tir  to  keep  the  sea,   to   be   fit  ted    out, 
riiid  also  tiirecttd  all  the  English  to  leave   its 
doi'ii  ,ions,  and  sell  their  property,  with  an 
intention  toshut  their  ports  against  Ejigland, 
III  order  thus   to   avoid    an    trfuiion    of  the 
blood  of  its  subjects,   which  would  probably 
have  proved   useless  -,   and  to   endeavour   to 
comply  wiih   the  views  of  the   emperor   of 
the  French,   in    case   he    should   not   allow 
himstlf  to  be  soltened  down  by  that  justice 
•with   which  the  ciuirt  of  Ptirtugal   assested 
the    righis  ?  f  its    indepo-ndence,  along  with 
those  whicii  resulted  from  the  treaty  of  neu- 
trality concluded  in  1804      The  court  of  the 
Thuilleries,  unwilling  to  agree  to  any  con- 
ciliatory measures,  and  having  demanded  not 
only  tie  shutting  up  of  the  ports,  but    also 
the    imprisonment   of   all  British   subjects, 
the  confiscation  of  their    property,  and  the 
dereliction    of    the     project     to     retreat    to 
America,  his  R  -H.    the   Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal,  who  knew  on  the  one  side,  that 
his  Britannic  Majesty,   his  true  and  old  ally, 
informed  of  all  the  transactions  which  were 
going  on,  would  consent  to  the  shutting   up 
of  the  ports,   in   order  to  save  Portugal  from 
the   invasion  of  the   French,  and  who  ■was 
convinced,  on  the  other  side,  that  there  was 
no  Intiger  any  Englishman  in  Portugal,  who 
was  not  naturali-ccl  in  that  country,  and  that 
all  English  property  had  been  sold,  and  even 
its  amount  exported,  adopted  the  re^olu.ion 
to  shut  up  the  ports    against  Enghind,  and 
eveii  to  comply  with  the  rest  of  the  demands 
and  pretensions  cf  France,  declaring,  how- 
ever, at   the  same  time,  that,    sh®uld   the 
FVench   troops   enter   Pitrtugal,    his     royal 
highness   was  firmly  resolved  to  remove  the 
s^at  of  government  to  Brazil,  which  formed 
the  most   important  and  best  defended   part 
of  hisdominions.     His  R.  H.  then  ordered 
the  whole  of  his  army  to  move  to  the  coast 
and  seaports  ;   sup[)osing  that  as  France  had 
essentially  obtained  all  she  demanded,  she 
had   nothing  mote  to  ask  ;  confiding  in  that 
good  faith,   which  ought  to  be  considered  as 
the  funt'amental  principle  in  every  govern- 
ment, which  has  ci.ased  to  be  revolutionary  j 
and  feeling  couaci-ons  that  having  done  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  secure  the  tranquillity 
cf  his  people  and  avoid  an  useless  effusion  of 
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blood,  he   had   fulfilled  all   the    duties  of  a 
virtuous  prince,  adored  by  his  subjects,  and 
who,  to  the  Supreme  Being  alone,  has    to 
account  tor  his  actions. — TIk":  French  govern- 
ment   there  observed  a   line  of  conduct  to- 
wards  his  K.  H    and   his  dominions,  which 
would  be  uni-MVcedenred  in  history,  were  not 
the  invasion  of  Switzerland  by  France,  in  the 
time  of  th«  executive  directory,  of  a  similar 
description.     Gen.  Junot,  without  any  pre- 
vious  declaration,    without   the  consent  of 
the  Prince    Regent  of  Portugal,  entered  the 
kingdom  with   the   vanguard   of    his   army, 
assuring  the  people  of  tfce  country  through 
which  he    marclied,  that   he    was  going    h> 
succour  his  R.  H.  against  an  invasion  of  the 
r^iiglish,  a:^d  that  he  entered  Portugal  as  the 
gf.'neral  of  a  friemtly  and  allied  power.     He 
received  on  his  journey  convincing  proofs  ot 
the  good  faith  of  the  Po.ituguese  government ; 
for  he  witnessed  the  perfect  uneasiness  wh.ieh 
prevailed  with  r':>gard  to  France  ;   and  that  all 
tlie   Portuguese    troops  were  near  the  coast. 
His  R.  H.  ihs  Prince  of  Portugal,  surprised 
in    sueh  an    extraordi.uary   manner,     might 
liave  ralliijd  around  him  the  body  of    troops, 
which  vvcre  at  a   small   distance  from  him, 
caused  the  English   fleet  to  enter  the  port  of 
Lisbon,  and  thus  cut  to  pieces  the  sraail  and 
miserable    corps     wiUi    which   gen.     Juwot 
was  advancing,  with    a  degree   of  temerity 
which   would  have  been  ridiculous,  had  not 
gen.  Junot,   whose   conduct    at  Venice  and 
Lisbon  has  but  made  him   too  well   known, 
relied  on    the   feelings  of  a  virtuous   j)rince, 
who  would  never  expose  his  people  to   the 
most  dreadful  of  calamities  by  a   sure  first 
success,   which  only   could  have  served    to 
chastise  the    audacity  of  a   man,   who,  like 
many  others,  abused  the  power  v/ith  which 
he  was  entrusted,  or  who  acted  in  pursuance 
of  orders   which  cannot   be  justified, — His 
royal  higimess  the  Prince  Regent  then  adopted 
the  only  mea^urevvhich  could  suit  his  situa- 
tion, according  to  the  principle    which   he 
had  constantly  followed,   to  save  the   blood 
of  his  people,  and  in  order  to  prevent  the 
criminal    plan    of    the   French    government 
from   bfing    carried    into  execution,  which 
had  nothmg  less  in  view  ihau  to  SLCure  his 
royal  person  and  the  whole  royal-family,  in 
order  to  divide,  at  its  own  will  and  pleasure, 
the  spoils  of  the  crown  of  Portugal  and  tlie 
Portuguese  dominions.     Providence  secoivd- 
^d  the  eriori-)  or  a  ju^t  pruice,   qnd  the  mag- 
u:.iauiioas  resolulion  which  his  royal  h'ghi.e^s 
ad  )pted,  to    retiie,    with    his    august    royal 
family,  to   Hrazil,  disconcert'  d  tit  onee  the 
efforts  of  the  French  government,  and  ex- 
posed, in  the  clearest  light,  in  the  face  of 
Europe,  the  crimuial  and  ireacheroas  views 
ot  a  governmeiU  w  hich  aims  at  the  uiiiveisai 


domination  of  all  Europe  and  of  the  whole 
world,  if  the  great  European  powers,  roused 
from  the  lethargic  stupor   into  which   ihey 
are    sunk,    do, not    make    common    cause 
vi"-orously    to  oppose  an    ambition    so    im- 
moderate and   excessive.— Since  hu  K.  H.'.s 
safe    arrival    in    his  dominions,     in    Brazil, 
he    has    learned     with    horror,     not    only 
the  usurpation  of    Portu.gal,     and   the    pil- 
lage and  pluuvier,  practised  in    that  couuiry, 
but  also  the  .shameful  proceeding  of  the  Ku,- 
peror  of  the  French,  who,    as  the  true  dic- 
tator of  Europe,  dares   to    represent    it  as  a 
crime  of  his  R,  H.'s  that   he    has    removed 
his  seat  of  gverumerit  to  Brazil  ;   and   in  his 
faithful  subjects  who  followed  him,  to   hijva 
accompanied  a  prince,  whom  all  ids  people 
revere,  still  more  on  account  of  his  virtvws, 
than  of  the  rights  of  his  august  royal    family', 
which   he  has   inherited,  and    by    virtue  of 
which    he   reigns   over  them.     His    i\.    U. 
hns    wilnes.<5ed    with    horror    the    hardihtwd 
v.'ith  which  an  attempt  has   been   made,  ia 
ail  ofHcial  j-aper,  to  proscribe  the   rights  of 
his  august  royal  family  to  the  crou'D  of  Por- 
tugal, ^with  which  he  will   never   part;   ar,d 
he^is  entitled  to  demand  of  the   emperor   of 
the  French,  from  what  code  of  the  law    cf 
nations  ha  has  drawn  similar  principles,  and 
received  such  an  authority,  claiming  to  thi^_ 
subiect  the  most   serious     consideration   of 
all  European  powers,  who  cannot  see  with 
indifference  what  has  here  been    stated,  and 
the  introduction  of  anew  government  in  Por- 
tugal, without  his  consent:  as  well  as   the 
rafsiug  of  an  exorbitant  contribution,  deman- 
ded from  a  country   which  opposed  no^  kind 
of  resistance   to    ihe   entry    of  the    Frencli 
troops,     and   v.diich,    on    this   very  ground, 
could  not  consider    itself  as   being   at    war 
with  France. — The  most   remote  posterity, 
as  well  as  impartial    Europe,   will  see   with 
gric'f  similar  transactions,  the  forerunners  of 
ages  of  barbarism  and  misery,  such  as  iho^e 
which  followed  the   downfall  of  the    Roman 
empire,  and  which  canncjt  be  avoided,  un- 
less exertions  be  made  to  restore    the    equi- 
poise of  Europe,  by  an   unanimous  effort, 
and  with  a  total  oblivion  of  all  ideas  of  rival- 
ship,    which   have    hitherto    been    the  true 
cau.ses    of  the   elevation  oi  that    monstrou> 
power  which  threatens  to  swallow   up  all,— 
Ai'tef  this  correct  and  true  statement,  made 
by  his  R.  H,    the  Prince  Regent  of  Portu- 
gal, to  Europe  and  to  his  subjects,  of  every 
thing  whicii   has   taken  place    between   ih<i 
Portuguese  and  French  governnnent  ;  and  as 
the  emperor  of  the  Frenc'i  has  not   only    in- 
vaded Portugal,   and  laid  that  country   und/sf 
the  most  dreadful  and  aliuost  incredible  con- 
tributions,   under    the  cloak  of  friendship, 
but  has  also  long  ago  withdrawn  lus  embassy 
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from  his  Royal  Highne.-.s's  court,  and  even 
caused  Portugue>^e  morcham  shiiis  to  be 
seized,  which  were  in  his  p.nti,  without 
any  pievijus  dedaiaticii  ot  war.  and  con- 
trary to  an  expreis  article  of  ihe  treaty  of 
neutrality,  froin  which  he  derived  the 
greatest  advaniages  ;  and,  lastly,  declared 
wara2;ain?f  him,  according  to  the  rep-nt  of 
the  minister  for  foreign  alKi.rs  ;  his  Royal 
Highness,  after  having  resigned  his  cjuse 
into  the  hands  of  the  Almighty,  whom  he 
has  every  right  to  invoke  in  so  jubt  a  cause, 
thinks  it  due  to  his  rank,  and  to  the  dignity 
of  his  crown,  to  make  the  following  decla- 
ration : — His  Ro)>il  Highness  breaks  orf  all 
communication  with  France,  lecalls  ail  the 
members  of  his  embassy,  if  anv  should  yet 
remain,  and  authorises  his  subject » to  wage 
war,  by  sea  and  land,  against  the  su!>jects  of 
the  emperor  ol  the  French — His  R.  H  de- 
clares nwll  and  void  all  tlie  treaties  which 
the  emperor  of  the  French  lias  comp-'lled 
him  to  conclude,  and  in  particular  iho-e  ot 
Badajoz  and  Madrid,  in  1601,  and  that  of 
neutrality  in  1804  ;  because  he  has  violated 
and  never  respected  them. — His  R.  H. 
shall  not  lay  down  his  arms,  unless  in  con- 
cert with  his  Britannic  Majesty,  his  old  and 
faithful  ally,  and  wih  never  agree  to  a 
cession  of  Portugal,  which  forms  the  most 
ancient  part  of  the  inheritance  and  nt  the 
rights  of  his  august  royal  faniily, — When  the 
emperor  «f  the  French  shall  have  satisfied,  in 
every  point,  the  just  claim  of  his  Royril 
Highness  the  Priiice  Regent  of  i  ortugal, 
and  shall  have  relincjuished  the  dictatorial 
and  imperious  tone  in  which  he  lords  it  over 
oppressed  Europe,  and  when  he  shall  hiive 
restored  to  the  crown  of  Portugal  all  he  has 
invaded,  in  the  midst  of  peace,  and  with- 
out the  least  pnnocation,  his  royal  high- 
ness will  avail  himself  of  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  renew  the  conni;x.ion  which 
has  always  subsisicd  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  which  ought  to  exist  between  na- 
tions, wl.icli  will  never  be  divided  but  by 
the  principles  of  an  inordinate  ambition, 
which,  according  to  the  experience  of  ages, 
have  also  proved  destructive  to  the  welfare 
and  traiu]uiility  of  all  nations  by  which  they 
were  au(;pied, 

Portugal. — Proclamation    ly  Sir  Charles 

Cotton,  Bart.   Admiral  of  the  Blue,   tsfc. 

Cornviandcr  in  Chief,  dated  Hibcrnia,  ojj 

the'fugui,   Ju/y 'I,    1808. 

Inhabitants  of  Portugal. — Deputation  hav- 
ing reached  me  frwm  ail  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, soliciting  succour,  aid,  and  assi.siancc, 
and  stating  to  me  th    Iwyal,  brave,  and  man. 


ly  determ'n.ition  of  the  people  of  Portugal 
to  estaDli'«h  tl.^  goverrimi^nt  of  their  lawful 
prince,  and  civ..'nc  p^itc  iheir  couniry  from 
French  opi)res.-.iiv;; — 1  send,  agreeable  to 
your  '■equcsis,  shi  s.  tinnps,  arms,  and  am- 
munition, and  have  dir  i  ted  hf  standard  of 
h.s  royal  highness  the  Princ  t  Regent  of  Por- 
tugal to  be  reared,  round  wiiich  every  loyal 
Portugues'e  is  hereby  inviied  immediately  to 
rally,  and  to  take  up  arms  in  so  just  and  so 
glorious  a  cause. — To  be  -successful,  Portu- 
guese, you  must  be  unanimous;  and,  join- 
ed liy  your  brave  neigbbours  and  friends  the 
Spaniards,  you  must  not  be  intimidated  by 
menaces,  nor  seduced  by  promises. — Some 
months' expc:  ience  nuist  ha\e  convinced  you 
of  the  effect  of  French  fiiendship;  it  is  now 
to  British  faitli  and  aasi.stance,  aided  by  your 
own  energy  and  efforts,  that  you  will,  1  trust, 
be  indebted  to  tlie  restoration  of  your  prince 
and  the  independence  of  your  country.^ 
(Signed)     C.  Cotton, 

Italy. — In  pursuance  of  the  circular  ad- 
dress ;!oin  the  government  to  all  the  prelates 
of  Tuscany,  the  archbishop  of  Florence 
transmitted  to  all  the  clergy  within  his  dio- 
cese a  pastcjial  Letter,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  passage  :  -  As  some  of  those  who 
are  subject  to  ciir  authoritj,  forgetful  of 
the  most  sacrtd  dutic^s  of  a  Christian,  have 
dared  to  lake  thr  hberty  of  censuring  the 
government,  we  admonish  you,  both  in 
public  flnd  private,  to  hold  the  sovereign  in 
re.spect  and  honour,  and  by  your  example 
and  instructio;is  to  encoui'::ge  the  taithful  to 
obedience.  Remember  that  the  holy 
Apostle  Paul  calls  kings  the  sei  vants  of  God  j 
and  the  kings,  of  whom  the  Apostle  speaks, 
were  no  oilier  than  heathen.^  and  adversaries 
to  the  cause  of  Christ.  The  true  Christian 
IS  the  enemy  of  no  man,  much  less  of  the 
Emperor,  for  he  is  aware  that  his  majesty 
holds  his  appointment  from  God,  and  that 
he  must  love  and  honour  him,  and  offer  up 
his  prayers  for  lii.i  preservasinn. 
COBBE'iT'S 

rarlijmcniary  Debates. 

The  Tenth  Volume  of  the  above  Work, 
comprising  the  period  from  the  Opening 
of  the  Session  on  the  21st  of  January  to 
the  8th  of  April,  is  re.idy  for  delivery.  The 
Eleventh  Viilume,  which  will  close  th« 
Debates  of  the  Ses.sion,  is  in  considerable 
forwardness.  Ihe  Appendix  will  contain 
the  Annual  Financial  Accounts,  together 
with  other  valuable  Documents  connected 
with  the  Proceedings  in  Parliament  during 
!  the  Sessoin. 
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-Pope. 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Duke  of  York. Of  all  the  subjects, 

which,  for  some  time  ])ast,  have  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  public,  no  one  has  ex- 
cited an  interest  so  general  and,  to  all  ap- 
psarance,  so  deep,  as  the  talked-of  appoint- 
ment of  the  Duke  of  York  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  army  destined  to  act  in  Spain 
iind  Portugal.  Not  to  the  inns,  the  coflee- 
houss'i,  the  marts,  the  malls,  and  the  set- 
tled  gossiping   shops    has    the  conversation 


[25  S 

be  of  great  use  to  be  applied  heieafier  in  the 
way  of  precedent.  In  my  last  sheet,  I 
quoted  an  article  of  the.  Morning  Chronicle, 
and  made  some  remarks  thereon.  I  hhali 
now  quote  another,  which  is  in  the  form  of 
a  letter  to  the  editor,  affecting  to  defend  the 
Duke  of  York  and  to  praise  him  ;  but,  it  is 
but  too  evidently  such  praise,  and  made  use 
of  for  such  a  purpose,  as  are  described  in  the 
words  of  my  motto.  The  letter  is  long  and 
very  dull,  but  I  wish  to  h:ive  it  upon  record. 


upon  this  subject  been  confined.     It  has  en-  {   that,  if  the  subject  should  ever  be    started 


tered  into  all  private  circles  ;  it  has  been  a 
standing  dish  at  the  dinner  and  tea-table; 
men  stop  each  other  in  the  streets  to  talk 
about  the  Duke  of  York's  going  to  Spain  ; 
the  eager  Londoner  .stops,  oven  in  his  way 
to  the  'Change,  to  ask  whether  it  be  really 
true,  that  the  Duke  ol  York  is  going  to 
Spain  ;  nay,  in  the  very  church-porches  of 
(he  country,  among  the  smock-frocked  po- 
liticians,  whose  conversations,  as  to  public 
matters,  seldom  went  beyond  the  assessed 
taxi's,  you  see  half  a  score  faces  thrust  al- 
most to  the  point  of  contact,  in  order  to 
know  "  for  zartin  if  the  Duke  of  Yark  be 
"■  a  gooen  to  be  zent  to  Spain."  I  have 
often  wondered  how  this  last-mentioned  de- 
scription of  persons  came  to  hear  of  the 
Duke  of  York;  that  is  to  say,  how  they 
came  to  know,  that  there  was  such  a  person 
in  the  world.  Not  one  out  of  a  thousand  of 
them  knows  that  there  i.s  such  a  man  as  Mr. 
Canning  or  Mr.  Perceval.  They  all  are 
familiarly  acquainted  with  the  name  of 
Lord  Nelson.  This  I  can  account  for.;  but, 
I  really  cannot  account  for  the  perfect  know- 
ledge which  they  appear  to  have  of  "  ihe 
"  Duke  of  Yark,"  as  they  call  him.  The 
fact  is,  however,  that,  in  spite  of  whatever 
efforts  some  persons  may  have  made  to  keep 
the  deeds  of  the  Duke  hidden  fr  m  th6 
world,  to  put,  as  it  were,  his  light  under  a 
bushel,  he  is,  at  this  moment,  not  a  bit  less 
famous  than  Lord  Nelson  himself,  and  has, 
or  the  fault  shall  not  be  mine,  as  fair  a 
chance  of  immortality.  Such  being  the 
case,  the  discussion  relative  to  the  talked-of 
appoi'itment  ought  not  to  be  slovened  over. 
We  ought,  before  we  quit  it,  to  come  to 
something  like  a  conclusion,  so  that  we  may 
carry  with  us  a  settled  opinion,  which  may 


again,  we  may  refer  to  the  sort  of  gtatement 

and  reasoning  made  use  of  at  this  time. 

The  reader  will  perceive,  that  the  letter  pur- 
ports to  be  a  commentary  upon  a  printed  ad- 
dress to  the  Cabinet  ministers,  in  which  ad- 
dress those  ministers  are,  it  seems,  censured 
for  not  sending  the  Duke  of  York  to  Spain 
in  defiance  of  what  it  acknowitdges  to  be 
the  public  opinion,  but  which  it  calls  "■  po- 

'  puLar  prejudiced "  I    have  not  seen 

'  the  printed  Address  to  the  Cabinet  Mi- 
'  nisters  mentioned  m  your  paper  of  this 
'  day,  and  I  sincerely  hope  and  trust  it  has 
'  not  fallen  under  the  view  of  his  Royal 
'  Highness  the  Duke  of  York.  It  must  give 
'  the  oallant  mind  extreme  pain  to  find,  that 
'  some  despicable  parasite  has  endeavoured 
'  to  use  his  name,  as  a  cover  for  the  foullesc 
'  insi:iuations  against  departed  greatness  ; 
'  and,  though  !  '^oubt  not  Ids  zeal  to  e?i- 

*  counter  danger  in  the  great  cause  of  re." 
'  tional  liberty,  yet  that  zeal  cannot  but  be 
'  controuled    by  a  respectful    deference  to 

*  the  general  wisdom  of  the  nation.  I 
'  say  the  wisdom,  for  although  there  may 
'  be  some  prejudice  in  those  who  attribute 
'  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  failures  of  those 
'  ev.\)eA\i\oiM  ivluch  he  has  fmmerly  com.' 
'  mancled ;  yet  the  wisest  and  best  men 
'  know,  that  the  eflect  of  fuch  prejudices 
'  cannot  be  whollv  obliterated  from  their 
'  own  minds,  still  less  fronv  the  minds  of 
'  soldiers  in  general,  who  are  to  act  in 
'  subordination  to  their  commander,  and 
'  whose  personal  safety  is  to  depend  on  his 
'  jiidtiment.  It  is  therefore  wise,  so  to 
'  clioo<e  our  generals  if  possible,  as  that 
'  no  prejudice,  whether  in  respect  to  the 
'  influence  of  luck,  or  of  talents,  or  of 
'  any  other  ingiedient  in  their  characters^ 
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"  may  check  that  full  tide  of  CdP.fidence, 
*'  witliDUt  wliicli  no  soldier  sliotikl  go  into 
"  battle.  Of  this  his  lioi/al  Highness  is 
"  no  doul-t  convinCiKl,  and  ihcrejore  he  has, 
"  it  is  said,  personally  declined  pursuing  an 
"  ol)/ect  wh\cU,  perliaps,  was  once  iit;nr  his 
"  heart.  Neither  his  M;ijesty  himself,  nor 
"  any  of  his  royal  offspring,  have  ever  btcn 
"  deemed  deficicnl  in  thai  courage  which 
"  h:is  ahviiys  char.icterised  the  House  of 
"  Brunsrritk,  and  is  most  becoming  the 
"  rnnk  they  hold  in  this  free  country.  But 
"  On  various  occasion-s  it  has  been  thought 
"  necessary  to  restraiii  their  natural  inclina- 
"  tion,  and  to  reserve  the  display  of  their 
''■  personal  hraverij  to  times  of  Still  greater 
"  national  h'izard  No  one  can  forget  the 
"  warmth  with  which  the  heir  apparent  not 
'■'  lr)iig  since  solicited  an  ostensible  com- 
''  niLind  in  the  army,  destined  to  repel 
''  invasion  ;  nor  the  stefidiness  with 
''  which  his  demand  was  resisted.  I  be- 
"  lieve  every  man  in  the  tjnited  Kingdom 
**  h:noured  the  prince  for  entertaining  such 
**  a  wish  :  many,  who  did  so,  certainly  ap- 
"  proved  of  its  disappointment.  The  case 
•'  is  exactly  the  same  ivitli  the  Duke  ;  but 
*'  his  royal  highness  will,  no  doubt,  submit 
"  with  dignity  to  a  necessity  which  he  can- 
*'  not  but  lament,  remembering  the  old 
"  Fabian  maxim,  Famte  etiam  jactura  fa- 
*'  cienda  est  pro  palrid. — If  this  be  so,  what 
"  Words  are  suflicient  to  express  a  just  indig- 
**  nation  against  the  wretched  scribbler, 
"  whoever  he  be,  who  with  the  hope  of 
"  recommending  himself  to  the  favour  of 
*'  the  co:-nmander  in  chief,  dares  at  once  to 
"  insult  the  judgment,  and  to  endanger  the 
"  safety  of  a  whole  nation.  Let  him  be- 
"  ware  of  public  execration,  and  wisely 
*'  continue  to  shroud  his  name  in  the  obscu- 
"  rity  which  at  present  envelcpes  it.  As  to 
*'  the  ministers  whom  he  endeavours  to 
*'  c.iji/le,  they  ought  to  be  the  most  seriously 
"  olieiided,  both  by  tiie  contemptuous 
"  opinion  which  he  shews  of  lh(?ir  under- 
"  standings,  and  the  inevitable  danger  of 
*■'  losing  their  places  to  which  he  would 
"  t>v.j)()se  them.  In  a  free  country,  pul)lic 
"  opinion  must  be  listened  to  ;  and  terrible 
"  v.oald  be  the  vengeance  against  a  cabinet 
*'  V  ho  should  dare  so  openly  to  set  it  at 
*'  nought.  —  Hut,  says  the  parasite,  ministers 
"  O'.^ht  to  lead,  not  follow  public  opinion. 
"  True,  an  energetic  minister  will  know 
"  ho-.v  to  enlighu'u  an  ignorant  people,  and 
*'  if  their  salvation  depend  on  the  instant 
"  adoj)tion  of  anv  measure,  however  unpa- 
"  latabU',  he  will  carry  it  into  effect.  But 
"  It  is  the  very  cant  of  di'spotism  to  tell 'the 
"  people  they  never  can  be  judges  of  riglit 


"  or  wrong.     What  is  meant  by  the  peoph* 
"  in  this  country  ninety-nine  times  out  of 
"  a   hundred,  when   (hey   approach   at  all 
"  towards    unanimity,     is    right.       In     the 
"  present  instance,  it  is  notorious  that  mi- 
"  nisters  and  people,  ins  and  outs,  are  fully 
"  agreed  in  opinion;  and  they  are  all  to  ba 
"  set  right  by  an  cnonynious  writer  !     Bui 
"  though  he  prov«  all  that   he    attempts  to 
"■  prove,   what  does  it  amount  to  ?  That  his 
*•  royal  highness  has  the   negative  merit  of 
"  not   being   the  cause   of  certam   di'^asters 
"  which    have  befallen  the  armies  under  his 
"  command.     Observe,  that    the    secretary 
"  at  war   may  say   the  same  of  the  Ferrol 
"  expedition  ;  but  this    would  be  but  a  bad 
"  plea  for  .sending  him  to  S|)ain,  ji^rhaps  to 
"   Ferrol  itself,  to  animate  the   patriots  by 
"   his     presence.       Observe,    that   General 
"   JVaitelocke    (who,     by    the    bye,    caiUed 
"  about    the    newspapers    too),    not    only 
"  might  Sc-iy,  but  did   say  the  same  of  the 
"  dtje/rf  at   Buenos  /lyres;  but  it   will    be 
'*  hardly  recommended,  on  such  a  ground, 
"  to  give  him  a  command  in  Spain.     It    is 
"  thus  this   writer  degrades  his  royal  high- 
"  ness  by  advancing,  as  arguments  in  his 
*■'  favour,  what   vvould   equally  apply  to,  at 
"  least  have  been  equally  urged  by,  some  of 
"  the  worst   officers   in  the  army.     But  it 
"  was    necessary  lor  him  to  do  much  more, 
"  It  was  necessary  to  shew  not  only  that  his 
"  royal  higlmess's  military  talent.s  possessed 
"  the  greatest  positive  excellence;    but  that 
"  they  so  far  outweighed  those  of  any  other 
'•'  general  in  his  majesty's  service,  and  car- 
"  ried  with  them  so  inevitable  a  certainty  of 
"  success,  as  to  counterpoise  every  prejudic* 
"  arising  from    his   former  ill-f(jrtune,    to 
"  stand  in   the  place  of  the  enthusiasm  of 
"  his  whole  army,    and  to  render  it  a  crim» 
"  ii;  ministers  to  trust  their  own  weak  and 
"  limited  judgment   in    opposition  to  such 
"  consummate  wisdom.     Now,  as  his  royal 
"  highncss's  good  sense  would  revolt  at  a 
"  flattery  so  gross,    so  no   man  who  has  a. 
"  character  to  lose  would  dare  to  insult  the 
"  public  by  avowing  and  putting  his  nam® 
"  to  such  an  opinion.      It   is  only   to  be 
"  lamented   that   private    and   anonymous 
''  attempts  are  made  to  produce  that  disa- 
'*  grcement  between  his  royal  highness  and 
"  the  public  at  large,  which  no  true  friend 
"  to  the  royal  family   or  to  the  public  (ran- 
"  quillity   could   see   without   the    deepest 
"  regret.     I  look  upon  it  a  part  of  the  same 
"  artifice  to  represent  his  royal  highness's 
"  appointment  as  the  wish  of  the  Spanish 
"  patriots.     That  it  can  be  (he  wish  of  no 
"  true  friend  of  Sp.un,  while  it  is  decidedly 
"  contrary  to  the  judgment  of  Great  Britain* 
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"  is  an  absurdity  to  suppose  ;  and  if  such  a 
"  wish  has  been  expressed  by  any  of  the 
"  patriuts,  or  of  their  deputies  (uhich  I  do 
*'  Doi  believe),  it  has  certainly  been  drawn 
"  from  them  by  the  falsest  misrepresenta- 
"  tioa.  Wishing  all  due  credit  to  be  given 
"  to  liis  royal  highness's  hrcive  and  palriotic 
"  sentiments  on  the  one  hand,  and  all  pro- 
"  per  weight  to  be  allowed  to  the  grear  con- 
**  siderations  of  policy,  which,  on  the 
"  other,  preclude  the  possibility  of  his 
"  appointment,  1  trust  that  the  question 
"  will  remain  hnally  at  re.it,  and  that  the 
"  address  will  be  treated  with  the  contempt 
"  which     it     deserves.      I    am.     Sir,    &c. 

"  Candidus." For   what    purpose   this 

very  candid  gentleman  thought  proper  to 
repeat  the  war  A  failures  so  often,  and  always 
in  ih^  pi u>- at  nnmber,  to  which,  I  suppose, 
he  would,  if  our  language  had  admitted  of 
it,  have  added  the  masculine  gender,  in 
order  to  make  them  appear  as  big  as  possi- 
ble ;  for  what  purpose  he  has  so  rejieatedly 
referred  to  these  failures ;  for  what  purpose 
he  has  introduced  the  atf'airsof  Ferrol  zxid 
Buenos  yli/res;  for  what  purpose  he  has, 
in  as  small  a  compass  as  the  case  would 
admit  of,  huddled  together  the  names  of 
Sir  Jame^  Pulteiiey,  General  JFIiitelocke, 
and  tlie  Duke  of  York  ;  for  what  purpose  he 
has  had  recourse  to  sufh  extraneous  matter 
i  shall  not  endeavour  to  discover,  nor  is  it, 
indeed,  of  the  smallest  importance  to  the 
discussion,  being,  as  far  as  I  can  perceive, 
not  at  all  connected  with  the  main,  and  the 
solely  interesting,  point;  which  is,  how 
far  it  be  consistent  with  sound  policy,  nay 
with  plain  common  sense,  to  refuse,  upon  the 
ground  stated  by  this  writer,  the  request, 
which  he  assumes  the  Duke  of  York  made 
to  go  to  Spain,  and  yet  to  keep  the  very 
same  Duke  "  in  reserve,"  to  use  a  phrase  of 
his  own,  to  command  the  army  at  home, 
when,  if  that  army  should  be  wanted,  the 
danger  to  England  must  be  a  thousand  times 
as  gre:it  as  can  be  possibly  apprehended  from 
any  failure,  of  whatever  magnitude,  in  Spain. 
This  is  a  point,  in  which  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  must  have  an  interest ;  and,  it  is 
this  point,  which  I  mean  to  discuss  ;  or  ra- 
ther, I  mean  shortly  to  expose  the  folly,  and, 
1  must  say  it,  the  shocking  baseness,  of  the 
writer,  by  whom  the  aifirmative  ot  the  pro- 
position  has  been  attempted  to  be  mamtain- 

ed. But,  before  1  proceed  a  step  f  rther, 

let  me  guard  against  any  misconstruction,  or 
lnisa|)p^ehel.^^ion,  of  my  meaning  Observe, 
then,  that  1  do  not  say,  that  the  Duke  of 
York  has  offered  his  services  for  Spain  ;  on 
the  contrary,  I  proceed  expressly  upon  the 
total   impossibility  of  his  having  made  such 
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an  offer,  because,  as  I  stated  in  my  last,  it 
would  be  libellous  in  the  most  hateful,  nay 
(excuse  my  warmth!)  in  the  most  helli->h 
degree,  to  suppose,  that  he  w()uld,  for  one 
moment,  coniinue  to  lill  the  office  and  re- 
ceive the  emoluments  as  Commander-in- 
Chief  at  home,  if,  upon  the  score  of  his 
former  failu.res  (which  is  the  reason  alledgcd 
by  this  writer)  his  offer  to  take  the  chief 
command  in.  Spain  had  been  rejected  by  the 
ministers,  for  whatever  cause  that  rejection 
might  have  proceeded.  Mark  me  well, 
then  ;  I  do  not  admit  that  the  D  ike  of  Y(/rk 
made  the  offer  in  question  ;  and,  if  he  did 
make  it,  I  scout  the  idea  of  its  having  betn 
rejected  upon  the  score  of  former  failures. 
Prc^ceeding,  then,  upon  a  mere  hypothesis, 
let  us  ask  this  very  clever  gentleman  ;  this 
very  loyal  gentleman  j  this  very  patriotic 
gentleman  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  what 
are  bis  reasons  for  tiunking  it  sotuid  policy 
for  rejecting  a  general  hr  foreii^n  service, 
on  account  of  his  forujer  failures ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  keeping  that  general  in  the 
chief  command  at  home  ?  He  tells  us,  that, 
whatever  may  be  the  real  fact,  with  regard 
to  the  wisdom  or  courage  ©f  a  general,  the 
effect  of  prejudices  against  him  cannot  be 
obliterated  from  the  minds  of  the  soldiers, 
whose  personal  safety  must,  in  so  great  a  de- 
gree, depend  upon  his  conduct ;  that  it  is, 
therefore,  wise  so  to  choose  our  generals, 
that  no  prejudice,  no  forebodings  with  res- 
pect to  conduct,  may  clieck  tiie  full  tide  of 
confidence,  with  which  soldiers  ought  to  go  in- 
to battle ;  that,  therefore,  it  is  nece>sary,  to  re- 
strain the  inclination,  which  gencr.ds,  agaiast 
whom  there  exists  a  prejudice,  may  feel  for 
foreign  commands,  and  "  to  reserve  the  dis- 
"  play  of  their  personal  bravery  for  times  of 

''  still  greater  national  hazard." 1  will 

say,  for  this  writer,  that  he  deals  not  in  the 
mysterious.  His  meaning  is  too  plain  to  be 
mistaken.  But,  my  good  loyal  gentleman; 
if  you  be  not  in  jest  ;  if  you  do  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  speaking  ironically;  can 
you  tell  me  tvht/  a  want  of  confidence  (for 
such  you  suppose  to  exist)  should  belesslike- 
ly  to  arise  in  an  army  at  home  than  in  an  ar- 
my abroad  ?  irin/  a  want  of  confidence 
should  be  less  likely  to  arise  in  times  of  great 
national  hazard  at  home,  than  in  a  foreign 
camp  or  field  of  battle  ?  Is  it,  that  the 
troops,  who  would  be  euiployed  at  home, 
vvouid  be  composed  ot  persons  more  accus- 
tomed to  meet  wiih  difficulties;  more  ac- 
customed to  dispense  with  a  want  of  confi- 
deni:e  in  the  skill  an ^  courage  of  a  chief; 
more  likely  to  go  boldly  on,  without  think- 
ii;g  of  their  leader  ;  more  accustomed  to  set, 
comparatively,  little  value  upon  property  and 
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life  ?     Is  this  tl<e  case  ?     And,   if  it  be  not ;  wnter  were  to  take  his  o?th  of  the  fact,  that 

if  the  real  c.i-e  bc^  iust  the  contrarv  ;  if  con-  |  the  Dike  of  York  has  made  an  olfer  to  serve 

iideiice  ni   tiie  vvis>'otn  and  courage  of  their  i  in  Sp^in,  and  that  lliat   offer  has   been   re- 

coinniander,  thopoh  always  necessary  to  the  I  jecicd  upon  tiie  score  of  former  fiiilures. 


success  of  an  army,  be  iK-yond  ail  compari- 
son more   nece^-^ary  when   the  object  lo  be 
for.'cjht    lor   is  ihe  independence  of  a  na' ion, 
and  whr-n  ihe  scene  ot  action  is  the  invaded 
laiid  of  iliat  nation  ;  if  this  be  the  case,  1 
pray  you   to  shew   us   why  you  should  not 
have  a   mark   of  etv^rnnl  infairjy  fixed  uj)on 
yoUj  for  your  entJeat'ours  to  persuade  the  na- 
tion, that,  though  a  £,trneral  might  not  have 
the  confidence  ot  the  armv  m  a  dear'-e  s'-.ffi- 
citn*  to  mnke  it   sate  to  employ  liira  abrcad, 
he  might   t)e  safely  employed    in  a  command 
at  ho:i!e,  and  th:it    too,  at  a  mornpnt  "  of 
"  great    national    hazard  " — — Your  notion 
of  ri   reserve  of  wiRd;im   and  cotirage  is  cu- 
ribus  enuu^h       Keservrs   ar«  composed  of 
th.i!.   in    wtiich,  when  the  danger   becomes 
greatest,    iuc?n    may    safely    confide.     I'hat, 
upon  which  wesrt  \be  grcalest  value  we  keep 
as  a  reserve.     But  you  would  reject  the  offer 
of  a  general   to  serve   abroad,  on   acctsunt 
of  that  want  of  confidence,  wh'.ch  you  sup- 
pose must  arise  from  his  former  tailures,  and 
would  keep  him   in   reserve,  that  is  to  say, 
3    want  of  confidence  in  reserve,  for  home 
se.rvice    in     times    of   great    national     ha- 
zard.  After  ail,  however,   this  is  mere- 
ly   disputing  for   the;   sake  of  disputation; 
tor,  as  I    have  said    before,  and   as  I   have 
cn.'.jured  tlie  reader  to  believe,  it  is  impos.ii- 
ble,   that  the  Duke    of  Y"ork  can  have  been 
C3st   off,  or  rejected,  upon    the    ground  of 
former  failures  ;   for,  if  that    had  been    the 
ease,    it   would  be   infernally    libellous   to 
•uppose     (though     this     loyal      gentleman 
.scruples  n»t  to  suppose)  that   he  would  not, 
in  giving  way  to  tha  high  feelings  wh;r,h  he 
inherits  fVom  his  long  line  of  royal  ancestors, 
Lave  stamped  his  C(;mmission   of  Comman- 
der-in-Chief in   the  dirt,  and,  turning  with 
di'dain  from    the   idea   of  filthy  lucre,  left 
tlie   mercenary    part   of   mankind   to  share 
amongst  them,  the   profiis  which  he  derives 
from  the  office.     What  !   A    prince  of  the 
House  of  Brunswick,  a  son  of  King  George 
the  Third,   while  glory  rails  hitn    to  foreign 
fields,  submit  to  stay  at  home  to  issue  orders 
for  cutting  the  hair  off  the  heads  of  the  sol- 
diers  destined  for    the  command  of  other 
jgenerals  ;   to  be  a  raiser  of  recruits,  a  su- 
perintendant   general  of  the  dress  and   the 
drill ;  to  have  the   command,  aye  the  chief 
command,    of    soldiers    so    long,     and    no 
longer,  than  they  are  not  wanted  to  do  the 
duty  of  sf>ldiers  !     No  :   again  I  say,  it  can- 
not be.     I  will  not,  therefore,  believe,  and 
tigthing  shall  make  ine  believe,  thcuiJ:h   th 


1  come  back  to  my  first  opinion,  which  is 
this,  thai  the  Royal  Chieftain,  anxious, 
doubtless,  as  the  Rlurning  Chronicla  ob- 
serves, to  ■ihew  "  his  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
iiiv^ly,"  might  inake  an  offer  to  the  miiiiii- 
ters  to  take  upon  him  the  chief  command  ia 
Spain  ?nd  Portugal  ;  that  the  mini<ters  ftlt 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  reject  the  offer,  think- 
ing, as  they  ougtu  to  think,  that  toprovida 
for  the  perfect  s.  f'(  fy  of  Eng!ai:d  was  their 
first  duly,  and  lh';nl^ing  also,  doubtless,  thiit 
the  defence  of  England  Could  be  so  safe  iu 
no  iinnds  as  in  those  of  the  Royal  Comman- 
der in  Chief,  who  has;  so  many  many  times, 
visited  r.ll  the  military  posts  and  reviewed  all 
th.e  soldiers,  many  of  whom  have  been  ac- 
tually engaged,  under  his  own  eye,  though 
not  in  real,  yet  in  sham-fights  j  that  ihis 
being  the  ground  of  rejection,  the  Royal 
Commander  would,  of  course,  submit,  and 
keep  his  post  of  commander  in  chief, 
which,  in  such  case,  was  his  duty,  both  as  a 
subject  and  a  patriot.  In  this  opinion,  I 
have  been  greatly  strengthened  by  the  cir- 
cumstance of  all  his  royal  brothers,  who 
are  geuirals,  remaining  at  home  too.  They 
have  had  no  J'ai/ures,  at  any  rate,  where- 
with for  the  Morning  Chronicle  to  taunt 
them  ;  and,  one  of  thcirt,  it  is  well  known, 
behaved  most  gallantly  in  Hanover,  at  the 
time  when  that  happy  country  v.as  invaded 
by  the  French,  and  when,  owing  princi- 
pally to  his  royal  foresight,  the  whole  of  the 
family  plate  was  saved  from  the  grasp  of  th« 
remorseless  invader. 

"  SiiMtch  the  Palladium,  thougln  tlic  temple  burn." 
Indeed,  with  respect  to  the  Duke  of  Kent, 
we  have  proof  positive  of  the  truth,  which 
I  am  urging.  The  public  saw  a  letter  from 
his  Royal  Highness,  sometime  ago,  re- 
questing to  be  sent  to  Gibraltar,  for  being 
governor  of  which  he  receives  the  pay. 
This  request  was  refused  ;  and,  as  the  Duke 
kept,  and  still  keep.',  the  otTice  and  its  emo- 
luments, in  addition  to  his  pension  and  also 
to  the  profits  of  the  colonelship  of  four 
battalions  of  infantry,  must  we  not  neces- 
sarily conclude,  that  his  offer  to  go  upon 
actual  service  was  rejected  by  the  advisers  ot 
the  king  upon  the  ground  whereon  the  Duke 
of  York's  request,  or  offer,  if  it  was  really 
made,  was  rejected  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the 
ministers  thought  Engl.-md  the  tirst  and  the 
dearest  object  (a"J  well  they  may  think  it 
8o!)  and,  therefore,  though  they  wished 
well  to  the  cause  of  Spain,  could  not  ans- 
wer it  to  ihec  consciences  to  aid  that  cause 
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by  the  sending  nwny  of  the  ruyal  generals, 
in  whom,  in  case  of  invasion,  the  pe;jpl(^ 
would,  of  course,  have  more  confidence 
than  in  any  other  generals,  and  whise 
known  skill  and  courage  would  make  up  for 
a  want  of  discipline  in  the  hasty  levies,  call- 
ed forth  in  defence  of  the  country. Here, 

then,  without  seeking  any  further,  is  a  very 
good  and  suiiicient  reason  for  the  ofier  of 
the  royal  chief  having  been  rejected.  Let 
us,  therefore,  hear  no  more  of  "  former 
'*"  failures i'  and  let  us  attribute  all  the  in- 
sinuations of  the  Morning  Chronicle  to  that 
party  defeat,  which  the  Whigs  experienced, 
it  is  thought,  chiefiv  through  the  generalship 
of  th:^  Duke  of  York. 

Spanish  Revolution.' If  it  be  true, 

that  Joseph  Buonaparte  has  quitted  Madrid, 
there  is  one  rascajly  government  at  an  cud, 
at  any  rate.  There  in  no  longer  any  cofisoU- 
rt'a^frf  despotism  in  Spain,  and,   let  us   hone, 

that  tliere    never   wdl  b»  again.^ It  being 

rppo;-red,  that  the  vile  nobility,  who  attend- 
ed Joseph  to  Madrid,  have,  upon  perceiving 
that  he  was  likely  to  fal,  deserted  him,  some 
of  our  despotism -defending  prints,  particu 
larlv  the  Morning  J^ost,  says  that  it  thought, 
all  along,  that  these  nobles  had  been  en- 
trapped at  Bayonne,  had  been  forced  to  i 
publish  sentiments  foreign  tVoai  their  hearts, 
and  that  this  desertion  of  Joseph  is  a  proof 
that  the  opinion  here  stated  was  correct. 
Now,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  this  desertion 
vt'as  a  proof  of  consumm.'lte  ba'-^eness,  if 
any  such  proof  had  bet-n  wanting ;  for,  if 
the  nobles  had  been  entrapped  at  Bayonne, 
sf  they  had  actually  been  forced  to  go  there, 
and  when  there  to  make  speeches  against 
the  Bourbons  and  in  favour  of  the  Buona- 
partes: :f  this  had  been  the  ca5e,  they 
would  have  deserted  Joseph  the  moment 
they  got  into  Spain'j  but  (if  it  be  true  that 
they  have  now  deserted  him),  they  stopped, 
we  find,  'till  they  have  reason  to  believe, 
>hat  he  will  be  worsted.  Bur,  the  fact  is, 
that  there  was  noforce  employed  to  get  them 
to  Bayonne,  any  more  than  to  get  the  royal 
family  there.  The  whole  tribe  went  upon  a 
summons,  which  took  the  name  of  an  in 
vitaiion.  There  was  not  a  French  soldier 
employed  to  escort  them  toBaycnne;  and, 
as  to  the  nobles,  they  were  not  even  sum- 
moned, or  invited.  One  or  two  of  the 
Bishops  sent  their  professions  of  allegiance 
to  Napoleon,  without  being  asked  for  any  5 
nay,  is  it  not  notorious,  that  the  pulling  of 
Joseph  upon  the  throne  was  preceded  by 
applications  to  that    effect,  made  by  persons 

in  Si)am  and  not  at  Bayonne? The  truth 

is,  that  the  wretched  defender  of  despotism, 
to  whose  print  I  have  referred,  percsives, 

t 
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or  has  been  told,  that  it  will  be  impossible 
for  time  even  to  wear  iiway  the  intiimy  of 
the  Spanish  nobility  as^  amled  at  Bayonne, 
and  afterwards  becoming  the  serv.>nts  of 
.loseph  Buunaparte,  whiie  the  peop/?  of 
Spain  are  fi/liiing  for  their  freedom  ai:ai!)ht 
this  same  Buonaparte.  Ilis  writer  foresees, 
that  men  in  general  will  ask  why  Englislx 
blood  should  be  shed  for  the  purpose  of  restor- 
ing to  splendour  so  vile  and  rifscally  a  crew. 
Therefore  it  is,  that  he  is- anxious  to  make 
his  tenders  believe,  that  the  Spanish  nobles 
did  all  under  compuhdon.  To  be  ^ure,  it 
is  a  most  confoundiiig  fact,  that  a  whole 
royal  gcvernrnent,  King,  Prime  Miniiter 
and  Nobles,  all  go  otf  upon  an  invita'ion, 
and  make  a  surrender  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
enemy,  while  the  p-nhle,  the  moment  they 
are  gone,  take  up  arms  to  meet  ihat  enemy, 
and  are  actually  proceeding  in  a  way  ihat 
would  encourage  one  to  hope,  that  they  la^.y 
not  only  b-;at  that  enemy,  but,  finally,  secure 
the  freedom  of  their  country.  This  is  a 
conujunding  fact  indeed.  It  is  impossible 
to  deny  it  ;  and,  therefore,  all  maimer  of 
shifts  and  tricks  are  resorted  to,  foi  tne  pur- 
pose of  keeping  it  out  of  sight.  Either 
the  royal  family  and  nobles  were  forced  from 
Spain,  or  they  were  not.  If  the  latter, 
then  all  the  pretexts  about  compulsion  vatdsh 
into  air  ;  and,  if  they  were  forced  away, 
they  were  forced  away  in  the  presence  of 
thalTvery  people  who  hive  now  risen  in  arms 
to  defend  themselves  and  their  country,  but 
which  people^  and  no  parr  of  which  people, 
attempted  {o  take  up  arms  for  the  snke  of  the 

royid  fainily  and  the  nobles. i  his  writer, 

and  S'^veral  others  of  the  same  stamp,  hard- 
l)'-  excepting  the  Morning  Chronicle,  un- 
wiliiiig  to  utter  a  v^ord  that  shall  seem  to 
favour  the  notion  of  Spaniards  being  fight- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  estabiishing  a  free 
government,  and  yet  not  knowing  very  well 
how  to  write  upon  the  subject  without  now 
and  then  introdi^icing  tiie  oDJect  cf  the  glori- 
ous eflTjrts  which  the  people  of  Spain  are- 
making;  these  writers,  thus  embarrassed, 
do,  I  perceive,  until  they  see  wd-:ich  way 
things  are  likely  to  go,  which  v^-ay  Whitehall 
and  Lloyd's  may  settle  the  puuit,  talk  about 
the  people  of  Spain  fighting  t..i  tiieir  inde- 
pendence. They  reprobate  the  idea  of  a 
nation's  giving  up  its  independmce.  The 
people  of  Spain,  they  say,  are  engaged  in 
vhe  glorious  cause  of  independence.  Not  a 
syllable  do  they  say  about  ibe  jre-^dom,  or 
\\\<i  happiness,  of  the  people  of  Spam.  Not 
a  word  about  their  throwing  off  the  yoke 
of  o^rpiession,  wdiich  they  have  so  long 
worn,  and  wdiich  oppression  has,  in  tact, 
been  the  otdy  cause  of,  first,  their  degrada- 
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tion,  and,  secondly,  the  invasion  of  their 
country.  Nwt  n  word  do  these  writers  say 
upon  these  hi-iuis,  but,  iliey  lin^  the  changes, 
over  and  over  a>;;iin,  ujjon  ilie  vciy  cqui\ocal 

word  iitdcfiendcnce. But,  what  do  they 

mean  by  iriHef)i-nilence^  Do  they  mean, 
Ihat  state  in  which  a  nation  or  people  is  not 
«lependeiit  upon  the  will  of  another  nation, 
P' ople,  governnient,  or  ehiet?  If  so,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  tlje  people  of  Spain, 
unless  they  are  bent  upon  establishing  an  ei\- 
t'\re\y  new i;overn}nr/it,  are  acting  vei  v  incon- 
sistently, and  are,  indeed,  shedding  their  blood 
for  a  purpose  precisely  the  contrary  to  that 
which  ihev^^ish  to  accomplish  5  for,  as  to  their 
ol  I  government,  it  was  always  in  a  state  of 
dependance  upon  France;  and,  the  govern- 
ment wliich  Napoleon  has  proposed  to  them 
seems  veiy  well  calculated  to  provide,  in 
t  lie  at  least,  against  any  such  dependence 
in  iLiture.  To  be  sure,  the  Bayonne  Consti- 
tution, like  most  ol  he's  in  the  world,  will,  I 
daresay,  admit,  upon  a  pinch,  of  a  little  altera- 
tion ;  but,  in  the  meanwhile,  it  is  impossi- 
ble that  king  Joseph  can  make  the  country 
more  dependent  :;pon  Fiance  than  it  was  be- 
fore; and,  in  words,  at  least,  tliis  constitu- 
tion does  restore  to  the  people  of  Spain  some- 
thing like  an  enjoyment  of  freedom,  some- 
thing like  .lecuii'y  for  property  nnd  lite. 

The  Morning  Pwst  «xclaims  "  What  a  dis- 
"  grace,  what  an  infamy,  to  submit  to  a 
*'  foreign  yoke  !  "  and,  he  most  severely  re- 
proaches even  his  friends,  the  Bayonne  Gran- 
dees, for  having,  even  under  compulsion, 
given  the  sanction  of  their  names  to  the 
bringing  in  of  a  mean,  beggarly,  /bre/Vw/a 
inibj,  and  placing  them  upon  the  throne. 
But,  surely,  my  friend  of  the  JSIorning  Post 
suffers  his  zeal  to  get  astride  upon  his  reason. 
Surely  lie  does  not  take  lime  to  reflect;  if  he 
did,  he  would  certainly  have  been  cautious 
how  he  had  condemned,  in  terms  so  unqua 
lified,  the  introduction  oi  foreigners  and  the 
placing  of  them  upon  the  throne;  for  he 
must  have  recollected,  that  in  certain  cases, 


and  his  fellow  laoourcrs  would  refrain  from 
uttering  such  veln'ment  Philippics  against 
the  introduction  oi  foreign  princes  and  troops. 
One  of  the  standing  charges  against  Buona- 
pane  is,  that  he  is  not  a  Frenchman  ;  and 
thit  he  pieters  having  Corsicans  and  llnliana 
ahuut  his  [)frsnn.  1'his  may  as  well  remain 
unsaid,  and  I  beg  the  wi  iters  in  question  du- 
ly to  weigh  the  thing  in  their  minds. 

AusTKiA. If  war  take  place  between 

Austria  and  France,  and  we  carry  on  the 
war  in  Spain  for  the  restoration  of  the  old 
family,  then  the  old  game  is  beginning 
again.  More  sub^^idies,  more  lies  from 
Whitehall,  and  a  result  much  about  the 
snne  as  the  last. Our  vd'ainous  news- 
papers express  a  most  anxiovis  hope,  that 
Austria  is  bent  upon  war;  that,  stimulated 
by  the  "  glorious  example  of  Spain,"  sije 
is  resolved  to  make  one  more  effort  against 
the  tyrant  of  the  earth.  The  exam])le  of 
Spain  !  Whv,  man,  do  you  consider  what 
she  must  do,  in  order  to  t:egin  to  follow  that 
exaaiple  ?  She  has  an  Emperor,  an  Empress, 
a  whole  roiful  family,  with  all  the  old  set 
of  courtiers,  male  and  female  ;  all  her  pan- 
ders and  parasites;  and  every  thing,  of  wiiich 
Spain  has  not  a  fragmeiu  left.  I'he  example 
of  Spain,  indeed  !  Why,  the  Spaniards  suf- 
fered a  French  army  to  come  to  their  very 
capital  witliout  an  attempt  to  resist  them, 
and,  according  to  ?/0Mr  assertion,  they  suf- 
fered the  French  to  force  away  their  king 
and  queen  and  all  their  princes  and  minis- 
ters ;  and,  that  being  done,  they  began  to 
fight  the  French,  and  to  endeavour  to  eject 
them  from  their  country.  Now,  do  yoii 
really  wish  the  Austrians  to  do  the  same  ? 
I  imagine,  that  what  you  wish  is,  that  the 
Austrians  may  follow  the  example  of  the 
Spaniards  merely  in  resisting  the  French, 
leaving  all  things  just  as  they  now  arc  in 
their  government,  in  which  wish  1  am  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  you  will  be  disappointed. 
I  can,  for  my  part,  discover,  in  the  people 
of  Austria,    no   motive    for    resistin";   the 


such    events,  though  accomplished,  too,  by  1   French,  which  they  had  not  previous  to  the 
the  aid  of  foreign  troops,  brought  in  through  ,  battle  of  Austerlitz.      I  can  discover  no  rea- 


the  instrumentality  of  domestic  nobles,  are 
termed  "  GLORIOUS  REVOLUTIONS." 
We  are  here  neither  saying  nor  stii^po^ing 
any  thing,  one  way  or  the  other,  about  the 
chaiacteis  of  the  parties  introduced,  or  of 
the  cause  of  introduction  ;  but,  we  may,  I 


son  for  supposing  that  Ausiria  should  be 
more  fortunate  now  than  she  was  then  ^ 
and,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  whatever 
money  may  be  sent  her  from  this  country 
will  do  us  no  more  good  than  was  done  by 
any  and  all  of  the  immense  sums  which  she 


think,  venture  to  say,  th  tt  the  si. nple  fact  of  (  has    hen-totoie    received    from    us. The 


a  foreigner's  being  })laced  upon  the  throne  of  1 
a    conniry,    and    of    foreign    troops    being  i 
brought  into  it,  cannot,  iif  Englishman,  be 
Vf  ry  decently  urged  as  a  decided  proof  of «  loss 
t)J  indefje-idenri-.      Nay,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
jt  would  be  lull  as  well  if  the  Morning  Post 

J 


A'^trians  are  composed  of  ma'erials  very 
dilfereni  from  those  which  go  to  the  making 
up  of  a  Spamatd.  The  Gerinans  do  not 
easily  catch  fire.  They  look  well  and  long 
at  danger  before  they  encounter  it.  They 
act  upon  the  wise  maxim,  that  *'  the  better 
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'•'  part  of  valour  is  discretion."  It  was  an 
observation,  in  America,  that  the  Hessians 
always  smoked  their  pipes  as  they  went  to 
the  attack,  bat  never  in  a  retreat.  They  are 
certainly,  the  whole  of  the  Germans,  not 
less  prudent,  at  any  rate,  than  they  are 
courageous  3  and,  indeed,  the  whiskers, 
which  seem  to  have  a  natural  fitness  to  their 
faces,  denot5,  like  those  of  the  cat,  a  cha- 
racteristic cautiousness. For  these  rea- 
sons, and  some  others  that  I  shall  not  now 
mention,  I  do  not  think  that  the  Austrians, 
if  war  should  take  place,  will  follow  the 
example  of  the  Spaniards,  in  making  a  gal- 
lant resistance  to  the  approach  of  the  French ; 
and,  in  short,  my  opinion  is,  that  If  Austria 
now  sufters  herself  to  be  hurried  into  a 
war,  her  royal  family  will  share  the  fitte  of 
the  House  of  Bourbon. 

LiBEL-l.Aws. [Intended  for  insertion 

last  week  but  accidentally  omitted]. Sir 

llichard  Phillips,  in  consequence  of  my  re- 
marks, relative  to  his  evidence,  in  the  action 
of  Sir  John  Carr,  knight,  against  Messrs. 
Hood  and  Shaipe,  has,  in  the  last  week's 
Register,  p.ublislied  a  letter  addressed  to  me. 

1  will  notice  the   points  touched   upon, 

in  this  letter,  in   the  order  wherein  they  are 

]:>laced. 1  am  not  at  all  surprized  to  learn, 

that  the  author  of  the  prosecuted  pamphlet 
was  also  the  author  of  the  report  of  the  trial ; 
and  that  being,  as  Sir  Richard  now  informs  me, 
the  real  fict,  I  can  readily  suppose,  that  the 
report  was  by  no  means  favourable  to  the 
plaintilf  and  his  witnesses.  This,  hovvever, 
does  not  essentially  alter  the  case  in  my 
estimation  ;  for,  it  was  not  so  much  the 
sort  of  evidence  that  I  care  about,  as  the 
act  of  prosecuting,  and  I  am  sorry  to  dis- 
cover, exr^n  now,  no  regret,  on  the  part  of 
Sir  Richard,  for  having  been,  though  un- 
intentionally, perhaps,  instrumental  in 
causing  that  prosecution.  He  who  uses  the 
press  ought  to  defend  himself  solely  with  the 
press.  U'here  are  people  enough  to  bring 
the  law  to  bear  upon  us,  without  our  coun- 
tenancing theirconduct  by  our  own  example. 
I  own  that  caricatures  do  not  constitute  a 
branch  of  sober  criticism,  and  Sir  Richard 
says,  in  the  close  of  his  letter,  that  Sir 
John  Carr  founded  his  action  solely  and  ex- 
clusiveh)  on  the  caricatures.  Bat,  carica- 
tures are  things  t©  lai'gh  at.  Tiiey  break  no 
bones.  I,  for  instance,  have  been  repre- 
sented as  a  bull-dog,  as  a  porcupine,  as  a 
wolf,  as  a  sans-culotte,  as  a  nightman,  as 
a  bear,  as  a  kite,  as  a  cur,  and,  in  Ame- 
rica, as  hanging  upon  a  gallows.  Yet,  here 
1  am,  just  as  sound  as  if  no  misrepresen- 
tation of  me  had  ever  been  made.  I'he  lact 
is_,  that  caricatures  are  nothing  more   than 
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figures  of  rhetoric  proceeding  from  the  pen- 
cil ;  and,  as  the  inimit^ible  Gillray  is  not 
in  the  habit  of  making  seuiences.  I  see  no 
reason  why  he  should  not  ridicule  what  he 
deems  to  be  the  follies  and  vies  of  the 
times,  or  of  particular  persons,  with  his 
pencd.  It  is,  to  be  sure,  very  provoking 
to  see  one's  self  held  up  to  publx  ridicule,  or 
censure,  especially  if  we  a'-e  conscious  o{ 
not  deserving  it  ;  but,  then,  we  should  bear 
in  mind,  that  the  principle,  upon  which  we 
appeal  to  the  laiv  for  redress,  will  be  sure  to 
be  made  to  apply  against  otirselves,  if  we 
make  use  of  the  press.  It  is  the  practice 
of  bringing  actions  and  preferring  indict- 
ments and  informations  by  indii'lduals  that 
has  kept  the  several  successive  Attornies- 
General  in  countenance  ;  for,  if  we,  parti- 
cularly we  who  use  the  press,  harrass  each 
other  with  the  law,  with  what  face  can  we 
complain  when  we  are  m?de  su  'ject  to  pub- 
lic prosecutions  ?  As  an  author,  tlierefore. 
Sir  John  Carr  should  have  forehorne  to  ap- 
ply to  the  law,  though  he  had  been  morti- 
fied almost  to  a  state  of  hanging.  For  an 
author,  or  bookseller,  to  appeal  to  the  law 
of  libels  is  an  act  of  downright  treason  to- 
wards the  whole  of  his  brethren.  Those 
who  live  by  the  press  must  be  content  to  di« 
by  the  press;  and  the  press  includes  the  works 
of  the  pencil  as  well  as  those  of  the  pen.  — — 
I  am  very  glad,  that  Sir  Ri  hard  Phillips  is 
notthepublisherof  the  "  Revolutionary  Plu- 
"  tarch."  That  was  (he  work  I  meant  cer- 
tainly ;  and  a  work  so  full  of  nianitest  false- 
hoods could,  assuredly,,  never  have  obtained 
circulation,  except  amongst  a  people  totally 
blinded  by  a  hatred  too  great  to  have  arisen 
from  any  other  cause  than  that  of  cowardly 
fear.  The  greediness  with  which  all  the 
foul  slander,  all  the  baiefaced  falsehood,  all 
the  worse  than  IVIandeville  or  Munchausen 
lies,  of  this  book  have  been  swallowed,  is 
iruly  wonderful.  The  good  old  maxim  of 
"  giving  the  devil  his  due  "  has  been  quite 
thrown  aside  by  the  author,  who  has  so  im- 
pudently set  truth,  and  even  probability  at 
defiance,  that  to  atfect  to  believe  him  is  to 
subject  one's  self  to  the  charge  of  being  a  par- 
taker in  that  moral  depravity,  which  evi- 
dently presided  at  the  execution  of  every 
page  of  bis  work. 1  most  heartily  agree 


with  Sir  Richard  Phillips  in  opinion  respect- 
ing reviewers  andrevieu's  in  general.  I  have, 
many  times,  expressed  the  same  opinion, 
and  for  the  same  reasons  ;  but.  he  has  had 
much  more  experience  than  I  have  had  with 
"■  the  race  that  write  "  in  reviews.  He 
must  know  the  "  craj't  "  well,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  reader  (see  page  20vj)  to 
what    he   has   said   respecting   it,     I  agree 
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with   him,  that  every   man  should  put    his 
name   to  what    he  causes  to  be   published. 
The  pronoun  wc   is,  nine  limes  out  )f  ten, 
a  conveni?:U  mask  (or  cowardice  or  rascality, 
and,  not  unfrcquently,  both  together.     It  is 
true,  that  Grgunir,it  derives  neither  strength 
nor   weakness   troin   a   hame,    but  opinion 
does  ;  and,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  reviewer 
-that     the    greater     part    of     readers    look 
after.     It  would  be  fair  for  an  anonymous   j 
author  to  be  subject  to  anonymous  criticism ;    j 
but,  the  critic  of  Sir  John  Catr's  woik  ought  j 
to   have  put    his    name    to    his   perrorni-   1 
ance.     All   tins,  however,  says  nothing  in   j 
favour  or  taking  the  law  of  a  man  for  what  ! 
he  has  published,  whetlicr  it  has  a  name  or 
rot.     For  the  reasons,  which  I   have  before 
given,  I  ab.vays  strong-y  suspect   the  good-   | 
ness  of  liie  cause  of  that  man,  who  appeals   | 
«()  the  law   of  libels  ;  and.  for  reasons  also 
b?fore  slated,   I  must,  and  ever  shall,  regard 
the  Eulhor,  or  bf)okseiler,  who  makes  such   I 
an  appeal,  as  a  false,  brother,  as  a  Irailor  to 

Ihe   cause   of    frerdoui    in    general. Sir 

John  Carr  has,  however,  by  his  experiment, 
done  essential  service  to  the  cause  of  truth, 
though,  apparently,  contrary   to   his  inten- 
tion.     He  has  put  th.e  j-Minciple  to   the  test. 
By' pushing  it  to  the  cMreme,  he  has  shewn 
the  world  wluit  it  really  is.     No  man  could 
pretend   to   believe,  that  his  feelings   were 
not  injured  by  the  caricatures  contained  in  a 
criticism    that   actually,  as    it   would  seem, 
killed  him  dead,  as  an  author;  but,  no  man 
■was  bold  enough  to  say,  that  criticisms  on  a 
man's  works  ought  to  be  punished  as  a  libel. 
This   leads    to  another    question  :    namely, 
•why  should  the  feelings  of  a  winisler,  that 
is  to  say,  of  a  servant  of  the  public,  be  con- 
sidered as  more  sacred  than    the  feelings  of 
an  author  ^    Why  should  not  the  talents  of 
tjie  former  be  heUl  up  to  ridicule,  as  well  as 
the  talents  of  the  latter  ?     The  author,  Lord 
El!enbo;o'igh   says,    voluntarily    challenges 
public  criticism  ;  and  does  not  a  minister  do 
the  same  ?      Is  not  this  the  case  with  every 
man  in  a  pwi/ic  situation  ?  We  have,  accord- 
ing to  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Sir  John 
Carr,  knight,  a  right   to  speak  our  opinions 
freelii  of  the  talents  nf  authors;   why,  then, 
should  we  not  as  freely   speak  our  opinions 
of  the  talents  of  a  muiis'er,  or  a   comman- 
der ?     And  what  harm   could  arise  from    it, 
seeing  that  the  prass  would  be  open   for  the 
controverting   of    our  opinions  ?      I    mean, 
what  harm  io  the  put. lie  ;    for,  it  is  evident, 
th.T.  the  spe<''kinff  of  o.ir  opinions  freely  of  a 
minTster  might  do  him  a  great  deal  of  harm  ; 
but,  the  press  being  open  on  his  side,  truth 
v.ould   prevaH,  and  llie   harm  d me  to  him 
■would  be  good   done  to  the  public.     The 


tact  is,  that  the  Iderty  of  the  press  has  no 
definite  meaning,  it  is  sheer  sound  without 
sense,  r.nlesf;  it  means,  the  liberty  of //ef- 
ly  pul-li^hiuii  our  opinions  of  the  talents  and 
character  of  all  men  in  a  fjuliic  capacity  ; 
and,  if  we  are  liable  to  b«  punished  for  S9 
doing,  can  we  be  said  lo  do  it  freely  ?  The 
liberty  of  the  press  would,  in  that  case,  be 
the  liberty  of  doing  that  which  would  sub- 
ject ns  to  fine,  imprisonment,  and  pillory. 
In  this  way  we^  every  one  of  us,  enjoy  the;,, 
liberty  ot  stealing  and  of  committing  mur-*'^' 
der. 

Jam.^ic.x. The  reader,  will,  probably, 

remember  the  evils  that  were  anticipated 
from  the  establishment  of  Black  Regiments, 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  earnest  remon- 
strances of  the  people  of  Jamaica  upon  the 
subject.  Below  will  be  fecund  a  proof,  that 
those  remonstrances  were  worthy  of  atten- 
tion. Without  time  to  say,  at  present,  any 
thing  more  upon  the  subject,  I  must  content 
myself  with  expressing  a  hope,  that  thin 
dangerous  experiment  will  be  carried  no 
larther. 

Bodmin,  I'Jth  August,   1608. 

I  COB  BEIT'S 

i      Parliamentary  History 

1  OF 

'  ENGLAND, 

I         _  ■* 

Which,  in  the  compass  of  Sixteen  Volumes, 
royal  octavo,  doubk  column?,  will  con- 
tain a  full  and  accurate  Report  of  all  the  re- 
corded Proceedings,  and  of  all  the  Speeches 
in  both  Houses  ot  Parliament,  from  the 
earliest  times  to  the  year  1803,  when  the 
publication  of  "  Cobbett's  Parliamentary 
Debates"  cottmienced. 
The  Fourth  Volume  of  the  above  work  is 
ready  for  delivery.     It  embraces  that  period 
of  our  Parliamentary  History,  which  is,  per- 
haps., the  most  interesting  of  any  ;  namely, 
from  the  Restoration   of  Charles  the  Second 
in  the  year  lO'O'O,  to  the  Revolution,  iirlSSB. 
For  this  Period,  the  Proceedings  and  Debates, 
in   both    Houses,  have   been,  for  the   most 
part,  collected   from   the   following  works: 
]     The  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords  j  2. 
The  Journals  of  the    House   of  Commons; 
3.    That    portion   of  the    Parliamentary,  or 
Constitutional    History   of  England,   which 
contains  the  proceeding?  of  the  Convention 
Parliament,  from  its  meeting  on  the  2oth  of 
April,   iSCiO,   to  its  dissolution,  on  the   24th 
of  December  following,  at  which  epoch  the 
edituis  of  this   able   perf(jrmance   conclude 
their  labours ;  4.  The  Life  of  the    Flarl    of 
Clarendon,  written   by   himself,  conlaininjj 
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Some  interesting   Debates,  in  both  Houses, 
during  the  period  between  the  Restoration  of 
the  Kin^  and  the  bani^unent  of  the  iaid  Earl, 
in  the  y!ear  KJaj,  which  Debates  never  yet 
found  their  way  into  any  Collection  ;  5.  The 
Proceedings   of    the    House    of    Commoas 
touching   the    Impeachment   of  the  Earl  ot 
Clarendon,  with   tlie  many   Debates  in  that 
House  upon  the  subject  ;    6.    I'he  Works  of 
the  celcljrated  Andrew  M.nrvell,  who,  from 
1660  to  167:^,  regularly    transmitted  to  his 
constituents  of  Hull,  a  faithful    account  of 
earh  day's  procefdings ;  7.  The  Debates  of 
th?  House  of  Commons,  from  165/  to  1 6^4, 
collected  by  lh<-  Honourable  Antichell  Grey, 
who  was  thirty  years  a  member  for  the  town 
of  Derby  5   S.  The  Debates  in  the  House  of 
Comtuons  on  the  Bill   ur  Exclusion,  in    the 
year    IdSO,    first  published   in    168I,    in    a 
small    duodecimo    volume,     and    afterwards 
republished  in  I/IO,  and  again  in  1807,  with 
the  addition  of  the   Deb.Ues    in   the    Short 
P-uliaraent  held  at  Oxford,  in   the  month  of 
March,    168O-I,  the    proceedings  of  which 
related  chiefly  10  the  same  subject,  that  is  to 
say,  the  Exclusion  of  the  Dnke  of  York  from 
the  succession  'o  the  crown  :  9-  Timberland's 
History  and  Proceedings   of  the    House  of 
Lo  ds  ;  and,     10.    Chandler's  History   and 
Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons, — It 
will,  doubtless,  have  been  observed  by  most 
persons  who   have   much    attended   to    the 
matter,  that,  for  the  period  from  the  Resto- 
ration to  the  year  1743,  the  two  last  men- 
tioned works,  that  is  to  say,    those  of  Tim- 
berland  and  Chaudler,  have    hitherto  been 
regarded  as  a  regular  and   complete   collec- 
tion, and  the   only    regular   and     complete 
coUectioji,  of  the  Proceedings  in  Parliament; 
and  that,  as  such,  they  have  been  introduced 
into,  and  eujoyed  a  distinguished   place  in, 
almost  every  public  and  great  private  library 
in  the    kingdom.     Therefore,  in  preparing 
the   present  volume  for  the  press,  it  might 
naturally    have  been   expected,    that  consi- 
derable   assistance    would    have    been  af- 
forded by   these  works.     It  is,  however,  a 
remarkable  fact,  which  may  beveritied  by  a 
reference  to-  the   proceedings   of  any  single 
session,  that  very  little  assistance  indeed  has 
been  received  from  them.     To  say  the  truth, 
a  discovery  of  the  extreme  imperfectness  of 
these    works   produced   one   of  the  motives 
which  led  to  the  present   undertaking.     On 
com.paring  their  contents  with  those  of  the 
authentic    works    before   enumerated,    they 
were  found  to  be  so  extremely  defective  and 
incorrect,  that    they    could,  in    hardly    any 
case,  be  relied  upon  with  safety.     In  them, 
K-ing's  Speeches  are,  in  numerous  instances, 
eitlier  wholly  oaiitted,  or  very  tnuch  curtailed. 


Scarcely  any  of  the  Speeches  of  the  different 
Lord  Chancellors,  delisered  af  the  ojjcning 
of  the  several  Sessions,  though  those  sj,ve<:hes 
generally  contain   an  outline  of  the  siate  of 
the  national   aft'^iirs,    are    preserved.      The 
Journals  appear  to  have  been  rarely  consulted. 
Scarcely  a  Motion  or  'Resolution  is  given  as 
It  stands  in  those  authentic  records.  Explana- 
tory notes  there  are  none  ;  and,  in  only  one 
or  two  instances  have  the  compilers  deemed 
itnecessary  to  favour  ihcreaderwitli informa- 
tion  as   to   the    source  whence   they  have 
drawn  their  materials  ;  which   -would  seem, 
indeed,  to  have  been  moulded  into  the  form 
ofvolumesfortha  mere  purpose  of  filling  up  a 
ciiasm  in     a   bnok-case. — Besides   resorting 
to  the  above  recited  works,  recourse  has  been 
had  to  the  best  historians,  and  contemporary 
writers.      From    Burnet,    Echard,  Kennet, 
Oidmixon,  Rapin,  North,   Ralph,  M-arvell, 
Reresby,  Temple,  Walpole,  and  the  Work 
of   the  lat*e  Mr.   Fox,    recently  published, 
many   Notes,     historical   and    biographical, 
have  been  introduced  ;  and,  for  the  sake  of 
connexion,  a  short  account  of  the  principal 
Occurrences,  during    each   recess  of  Parlia- 
ment, has,  where  neces.?ary,  been  inserted. 
— By    way  of  Appendix  to  this  volume,  is 
su'bjoined   a  collection  of  scarce  and  valua- 
ble Tracts,  purely  parliamentary,  taken  from 
the   State  Tracts,    pri lately   printed   m  the 
reign  of  Charles  ll.  and  James  II  ,•  from  the 
Harleian  Miscellany  ;  and  from  the   noble 
Collections   of     Lord     Somers.      Through 
these,  a  more  lively  image  of  the  times  is 
conveyed,  than  could  be  .eceived  from  any 
genei"jl  description,  from   however  eloquent 
a  pen  it  might  proceed.      From  their  scarce- 
ness,    it    is   impossible    that   they     should, 
in     bheir     separate     srate,       be    generally 
known;  and,  as  the  utility  of  them,  when 
accompanying  the  Parliamentary  Histoiy  of 
the  times  in  which  they  were  written,  must 
be   manifest   to  every    one,     the  compiler 
does    certainly   consider  them   as  not    the 
least  valuable  part  of  his  work. 

*.}(■*  The  suxessof  this  work,  up  to  the 
time  of  publishing  Vol.  Ill,  was  before 
stated.  Its  success  since  that  time  has  been 
still  greater.  No  work  of  equal  aiagnilude, 
h:id  ever  so  great  success,  in  so  .short  a  space 
of  time.  The  fifth  volume,  barring  acci- 
dents from  illness,  will  be  published  in  Oc- 
tober, and  the  sixth  in  December  ;  atter 
which  it  is  hoped,  that  a  volume  every  three 
monihs  will  he  regularly  finished,  until  the 
work  be  concluded,  or  rather,  brought  down 
to  the  "  Parliamentary  Debalcs  ; "  which 
will  form  a  sequel  to  it,  and  which  will,  of 
course,  be  continued  in  the  same  mauiiei 
that  they  now  ar^. 


275]  POLITICAL  REGISTER.— 5/acA'  Regimenls. 

COBBEITS 
ParHnm^'nlary  Debates. 

The  Tenth  Volume  of  the  above  Work, 
comprising  the    period  from     the  Opening 


of  the  Session  on  the  2lst  of  January  to 
the  8th  of  April,  is  ready  for  delivery.  The 
Eleventh  Volume,  which  will  close  the 
Debates  of  the  Session,  is  in  considerable 
forwardness.  I'he  Appendix  will  contain 
the  Annual  Financial  Accounts,  together 
with  other  valuable  Documents  connected 
with  the  Proceedings  in  Parliament  during 
(he    Session. 


Elack  Rkgimbnts. — Kingston,  May  30. 
Some  degree  of  agitation  was  excittd  in 
this  city  eaily  on  Friday  morning  last,  from 
the  report  of  a  serious  insubordination  having 
arisen  in  the  2d  West  India  regiment,  under 
the  command  of  major  Darley,  stationed 
at  Fort  Augusta. — It  appears  that  the  regi- 
ment had  paraded  at  the  accustomed  hour  m 
the  morning  on  tlie  beach,  about  300  yards 
from  the  glacis  leading  to  port  Henderson. 
Jn  the  fort  54  recruits  were  left  to  be  drilled 
by  a  black  serjeanl.  Tlicy  were  princijially 
(  t  tlie  Chamba  and  Koromantyn  nations, 
purchased  a  few  months  since  to  serve  in 
his  majesty's  colonial  corps;  46  of  them 
■were  attached  to  the  second,  and  eight  to 
the  fifth  West  India  Regiments.  The  men 
on  the  beach  had  not  been  long  under  arms, 
ere  a  terrible  war  hoop  was  heard,  and  the 
recruits  were  observed  to  rush  out  of  the 
fort,  and  approach  near  the  left  of  the  regi- 
ment. Lieutenant  and  adjutant  Ellis  instant- 
ly rode  towards  them  to  learfi  the  reason  of 
the  noise  and  what  they  desired;  he  had 
scarce  reached  the  spot,  before  he  was 
knocked  oil"  the  hor'^e  with  the  butt  end  of 
some  of  their  firelocks,  and  received  several 
wounds  about  his  head  and  body  with  their 
bayonets,  of  wiiicli  he  almost  instantly  died. 
ISIajor  Darley,  anxious  to  know  what  occa- 
sioned the  tumult,  repaired  directly  thither; 
unhappily  for  him,  he  ex;erienced  a  fate 
nearly  siniihr,  being  I'.nocked  off  his  horse, 
and  wou.nded  about  the  body,  Sec.  Appear- 
ances at  tliis  moment  not  being  favourable, 
the  officers  dispatched  a  serjeant  to  the  fort 
for  ammun:tion,  while  some  of  them  flew  to 
major  Darley's  assistance  ;  he  was  taken  to 
his  apartments  and  languished  about  an  hour, 
when  he  expired.  The  ammunition  havinor 
arrived,  the  men  were  directed  to  load,  and 
fire  on  the  mutineers,  which  was  promptly 
obeyed,  when  fourteen  of  them  fell  dead, 
five  were    wounded,  and  two  taken   prison- 


ers ;  tw«nty-onc   who  did   not  appear  to  be 

active  in  the  mutiny,  instanlly  turrendercd      of  which  have  been  most  closely  and  minutely 
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without  the  smallest  resistance.  Theremain- 
der  being  eiismayed  at  the  check  the  parly 
had  received,  ran  off  to  secrete  themselves 
in  the  mangroves  and  brushwood,  and  there 
is  liitlc  doubt  ere  this  they  are  completely 
subdued  or  shot. — No  other  reason  was  as- 
sigiieil  for  their  improper  conduct  by  those 
taken,  than  that  they  had  been  too  repeat- 
edly drilled,  and  that  they  wished  to  return 
to  their  country. — Every  regret  for  the  un- 
timely fates  of  major  Darley  and  adjutant 
Ellis  have  been  evinced,  the  service  having 
lost  in  them  two  valuable  officers.  Their 
remains  were  interred  with  military  honours, 
amidst  the  lamentations  of  their  brother 
soldiers. — On  the  first  knowledge  of  an  in- 
subordinate spirit  having  manifested  itself  in 
some  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Augusta,  the 
drums  beat  to  arms  in  Spanish  Town,  and 
the  St.  Catherine's  mil'.lia,  with  a  degree  of 
celerity  highly  commendable  in  them,  were 
in  a  disposition  for  actual  service.  They 
proceeded  some  part  of  the  road  to  the  fort, 
but  learning  there  was  no  necessity,  were 
saved  from  a  most  harrassiug  and  tcdiou5 
march,  ^nd  returned  to  their  homes. — Briga- 
dier-general Darbv,  with  great  promptitude 
also  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  action,  with 
the  18th  regiment,  under  command  of  lieut. 
col.  Howeyman,  but  there  being  no  occa- 
sion fnr  their  services,  all,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  tho  flank  companies,  returned  to 
their  quarters.  Two  men  of  this  regiment 
expired  on  the  march,  supposed  from  the 
excessive  heat  of  the  weather. — Information 
was  transmitted  to  the  general  officers  in 
this  district  ;  and  on  Friday  noon,  lieut.  gen. 
Villettes,  most  of  his  staff,  and  several 
otiier  officers,  proceeded  to  Fort  Augusta. 
All  the  boats  ^^  the  wherry  wharf  in  this 
city  were  impressed,  and  took  down  in  the 
evening  three  companies  of  (he  55th  regi- 
ment, under  the  command  of  major  Halli- 
gar,  where  they  areto  remain  for  the  present. 
— The  principal  part  of  the  2d  West  India 
regiment  have  been  sent  on  board  some  of 
the  vessels  of  war  in  Port  Royal  harbour, 
to  make  room  for  the  detachments  of  white 
troops  sent  to  Fort  Augusta. 

From  the  Kingston  Chronicle. 
Head-quarlers,  Gray's  Pen,  June Q,  1808. 
— Sir,  The  public  mind  having  been  much 
agitated  by  the  unfortunate  affair  which  lately 
took  place  at  Fort  Augusta,  in  a  detachment 
of  about  fifty  recruits,  of  the  2d  West 
India  regiment,  at  ilrill,  near  thirty  of  whom 
ru^hed  out  of  the  Fort  with  their  armsduring 
the  time  the  regiruent  was  at  exercise,  and, 
before  any  stop  could  be  put  to  them,  killed 
their  major  and  adjutant ;   the  circumstances 
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iiuesiigated  by  two  courts  of  inquiry,  and 
by  a  gent-rnl  court  martial,  before  which  it 
has  been  f.aliy  proved  tiiat  the  whole  of  tlie 
unfortunate  alTair  originated  in  a  few  igno- 
rant recruits,  and  that  upwards  of  twenty 
of  them  were  innocent  of  the  offence.  To 
quiet  the  public  appreheiL-ions  as  much  as 
possible,  I  send  you,  by  the  permission  of 
his  (:•:^cc!l!ency  ihe  i;ommander  of  the  forces 
the  sentence  of  the  gener  al  routt  mnrlial, 
with  ihe  conse(iuent  orders  thereon. — I  have 
only  furiher  to  add,  that  the  seven  unhnppy 
cfiendors  weie  bhot,  pursuant  to  ibe  ordeis, 
;ind  liiat  the  conduct  of  the  2d  West  India 
Regiment  was  strictly  correct  and  regular  at 
thcexecucion. — W.  Tonge,  Captain,  Acting 
Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

Extract  jrom  General  Orders,  dated  Gray's 
P.:n,  June  7,,  iSOti. 
At  the  geueral  court  marlial  of  which 
brtf^adiergener.d  William  Ba'.four  was  presi- 
dent, wnich  was  held  at  Fort  August.i  on 
the  30lh  ait.  and  continued  its  proi-eediugs 
until  the  t)rh  instant,  by  adjournment, 
v/ere  ti ied  the  following  pri'soners:  Robert 
Hawker,  Robert  Wren,  William  Cashell, 
Hugh  Dive,  Wiiiiam  Minolt,  John  Stotes- 
berry,  William  Gilman,  Daniel  H-igan, 
John  Danger,  and  Thomas  Mijody,  soldiers 
of  the  2d  West  India  regiment,  charged 
with  being  jointly  and  individaaily  concerned 
in  a  matiny  which  took  place  in  a  party  of 
recruits  at  drill,  at  Fort  Augusta,  on  the 
mornin^'  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  for  violently 
assaulting  major  John  S.  Darley,  their  com- 
manding utficer,  and  lieutenant  Thomas  El- 
li,-.,  acdng  adjutant  of  their  regiment,  in  the 
executi.)n  of  their  duty,  and  wdiereby  their 
lives  were  lost  ;  and  at  the  same  general 
court  martial  were  tried  the  following  men 
of  the  said  regiment,  also  charged  with  the 
foregoing  crime,  and  with  desertion  from 
their  regiment,  viz — Wm.  Peele,  John 
Toiige,  George  Dalmer,  James  Stubbs, 
William  ilo^sitern,  and  Harry  Cope.  The 
coiirt  having  maturelv  weighed  the  evidence 
againstthe  foregoing  rrisoDers,with  what  they 
lia  e  separaseiy  ofi'ered  in  their  defence,  is 
of  opinion,  that  the  said  ^*<jbert  Hawker, 
R;>.beit  Wren,  William  Cashell,  Hugh  Dive, 
Wii;i,uii  M'notf,  John  Stoiesbury,  Wm. 
Gilman,  Daniel  Hagan,  John  Danger,  Wm. 
Peele,  Ji)hn  Tonge,  George  Dalmar,  James 
Siabbs.  Wm.  Kossitern,  and  Harry  Cope, 
are  each  and  all  of  them  guilty  of  the  crimes 
with  wiiich  they  standcharged,  being  a  breach 
of  the  article."  of  war,  and  do  therefore  ad- 
judge that  each  and  all  of  them  do  suffer 
death.  But  the  couri  acquit  T.  Moody  for 
want  of  snfTi.^ient  evidence. — His  excellency 
tjie  commander  of  the  forces  approves  of 
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the  foregoing  sentence.    The  pri.soners  Joha 
Danger,     Hugh    Dive,    William    Uinnott, 
Daniel  Hagan,  William  Peele,  JobnTonge, 
and  Guorge    Dalmar,  whose  daring  atrocity 
is   most   conspicuous,   will    mei^    their  just 
and  awful  sentence  by  being  shot  to  death, 
by  a  par  y  of  ths   2d  West  India  regiment, 
on  the  sands  outside  of  Fort  Augusta,  near 
the  spot  vviicre  their  crime  was  committed, 
in  presenceof  the  garrison  of  Fort  Augv.sta, 
on    Wednesday   next,    the    bth    instant,  in 
the  morning,  at  as  early  an  hour  as  po.ssible. 
— His  exccilencythecommanderof  the  forces 
greatly   laments  that  at  so  early  a  period  of 
iris  command,  he  is  called  up.on  to  perform 
so  painful  a  part  of  his  duty  ;  but  in  consi- 
deration of    the    dreadful   example   already 
made  by  the   prompt  and   laudable  exertions 
of    ibe   body   of     the    regimuit,    whereby 
several  of  the    mutineers  were  killed  on  the 
spot,     and  others    severely    wounded,    and 
trusting  that   their  crime  originated  in  their 
inexperience  and  ignorance  of  the   service, 
and  through  the  instigation  of  those  who  so 
justlv  suffer  on  this  occasion,  and   that   the 
enormity  of  the  offence  had  not  occurred  to 
them,  lie  is  pleased   to  respite  until  further 
orders    (or   until  his  majesty's    pleasure    is 
known)    the    following   prisoners. — Robert 
Hawker,    Robert  Wren,  Wilbam    Cashell, 
John   Slote.sbury,  William    Gilman,  James 
Stubbs,  William  Rossitern,  and  Harry  Cope, 
whose  portion  of  guilt  is  not  aggravated  by 
any  particular  acts,  and  whose  youth   and 
a!)parent  contrition  hold   them  forward  in  a 
more  favourable  point  of  view. — In  the  per- 
formance of  this    painful    part  of  his  duty, 
which   calls  for   the    most   severe  example 
being  made,  to  check    so  flagrant  and  un- 
pardonable a  crime  as  mutiny,  the  comman- 
der of  the  forces  cannot  but  derive  some  con- 
solation  from  its  being  proved  in    the    most 
satisfactory  m^anner,  on  the  late  very  minute 
investigation  of  the  circumstances  attending 
or  leading  to  the  mutiny,  that   it  originated 
solely  in  the  ferocious  spirit  of  ignorant  and 
undisciplined  recruits ;  and  that  the  regiment 
manifested  on  that    unfortunate   occasion  a 
sense  of  loyalty  and    attachment  to  their  of- 
ficers highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  ho- 
nourabli  to    the   character  of  soldiers.     He 
trusts  they  cannot  but  most  sincerely  lament 
the  fate  of  those  valuable  ofKcers,  who  fell 
victims  to    their   zeal   for   the  service,  and 
their  confidence  in    the  fidelity  and  attach- 
ment of  their   men  in  general,  wdiich  tber 
had  ever  been   studious  to  conciliate. — He 
strongly  recommend^:  to  the  ofhcers  of  that 
regiment   most   forcibly  to    impress   on  the 
minds  of  the  men    the  heinous  offence  for 
which  those   unhappy  me;i  suffer^  and  that 
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they  will  urge  them  to  conduct  themselves 
with  good  order  and  regulaity,  as  the  only 
mc;ins  of  wiping  away  the  disgrace  such 
acts  must  necessarily  bring  on  any  corps. 
By  command — W.  1  onge,  Captainj  Acting 
Dep.  Ai\y  Gon. 

The  grand  j'jry  of  the  June  grand  court, 
hsvii.g  on  Monday  finished  the  business 
brought  before  them,  were  discharged. 
Previous  to  their  bein;;  discharged,  ihe  grand 
jury  drew  up  a  memoriril,  in  very  tempe- 
rate language,  which  has  been  lett  with  J. 
F.  Bonnett,  Es(].  to  be  presented  to  his 
grace  the  Duke  of  Manchester^  who  is  at 
present  in  St.  Mary's,  priylng  him  tn  cum- 
municale  their  wishes  tn  his  majeslj/'s  Govern- 
ment, that  the  id  tVest  India  legimerU  be  re- 
moved f/om  this  island. 

LOTTERIES. 

First  Report  from  the  Committee  of  the  H&use 
tif  Commons, on  the  Luivsrelating  to  Lotte- 
ries — Ordered  lobe  printed  Ap7  illo,  1S06. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
how  far  the  evils  attending  lotteries  have 
been  remedied  by  the  laws  passed  respect- 
ing  the  same  ;  and  to  report  their  observa- 
tions thereupon,  and  upon  such  further 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  remedy 
therecf;  antl  who  were  empowered  to  re- 
pori  their  opinion  thereupon,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  house  ; — having  been  employ- 
ed in  coUtfCting  information,  and  examiB- 
ing  witnesses  on  the  matters  referred  to 
them  ;  and  having  duly  weighed  and  con- 
sidered the  same,  have  come  to  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — Resolved,  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  (in  case  it 
shal  be  thought  expedient  to  continue  state 
lotteries)  tlie  number  thereof  in  each  year 
should  be  limited  to  two  lotteries,  of  not 
more  than  30,000  tickets  each;  that  the 
number  of  daj's  allowed  for  drawing,  in- 
stead of  ten,  the  presmt  number,  should 
be  "brought  back  to  eight  for  each  lottery, 
the  number  fixed  in  1802:  that  the  num- 
ber of  tickets  to  be  drawn  each  day  should 
be  uncertain,  and  left  to  the  diicvetion  of 
the  commissioners  of  stamp  duties,  and 
kept  secret  till  the  close  of  the  drawing  each 
day,  care  being  taken,  as  the  lottery  pro- 
ceeds, not  to  leave  too  great  a  number  un- 
drawn «n  the  latter  d.ays  of  drawing,  but 
that  one  moiety  or  upwards  be  drawn  on 
the  four  first  days  tliereof  —  Ilt>solved,  That 
it  is  the  opini(/n  of  this  C.ommitice,  that 
no  person  should  be  allovved  to  deal  in  lot- 
tery tickets  withoHt  a  iiccncw  fcjr  that  pur- 
pose from  the  commissioners  of  stamp  du- 
ties, and  that  the  provision  to  that  effect, 
in  the  second  section  of  22  Geo.  III.  cap. 


47,  repealed  in  1S02,  and  not  renewed  in 
the  late  acts,  should  be  re-enacted,  with 
thi-!  addition,  that  every  licoi-»od  lottery 
office  keeper  should  be  allowed  to  take  out 
from  the  stamp  office,  in  addiii<jn  to  his  own 
licence,  a  li;nited  number  of  licences  for 
agents,  with  a  stamp  duty  of  about  one* 
tenth  of  that  paid  by  himself,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  two  such  agent.s'  licences,  for 
every  150  tickets  shared  by  him  at  the 
stflNip  office  ;  and  that  all  persons  should  be 
forbidden,  under  a  heavy  peiiaity,  to  act  as 
agents  for  any  lottery  ofiice  keeper,  or  to 
deal  in  lottery  tickets,  except  persons  so  li- 
censed.— Resolved,  That  it  is  tlie  opinion  of 
this  Committee,  that  in  order  to  prevent 
persons  setting  up  licensed  lottery  olfices  as 
a  cloak  for  carrying  on  illegal  insurances, 
the  number  of  tickets  required  to  be  shared 
in  each  lottery,  in  order  to  entitle  the  par- 
ties to.  a  licence,  should  be  e.'itended  frwrn 
thirty  t©  one  hundred  and  fifty  ;  and  that 
such  licences  should  be  renewed  for  every 
lottery,  upon  the  jinnies  continuing  to  share 
that  number  of  tickets. — Resolved,  That  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
limitation  of  hours  during  which  lottery 
offices  may  be  «pen  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  viz.  from  8  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing till  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  enacted  by 
22  Geo.  iii.  cap.  4",  and  renewed  in  the 
lottery  acts  of  1S02,  and  the  three  follow- 
ing years,  bat  omitted  in  those  of  the  two 
hst  years,  ought  in  future  to  be  le-enacted, 
without  the  exception  therein  nuide  with 
respect  to  Saturday,  when  lot' cry  offices 
ought  to  be  shut  at  as  early  an  hour  as  on 
other  evenings. — Resolved,  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  all  persons 
concerned  in  hawking  about  lottfry  tickets 
and  shares  for  sale,  in  distributing  hand- 
bills respecting  lotteries  otherwi.>--e  than  in 
the  offices  of  licensed  persons,  in  illuminat- 
ing lottery  offices  for  outside  show,  in  ex- 
hibiting lottery  schemes  and  bills  upon 
boards,  carts,  or  carriages,  in  to'.^'n  or 
country,  should  be  subjected,  on  conyiction 
before  a  mngiitrate,  to  a  considerable  penal- 
ty, and  in  default  of  p-.tyment  to  imprison- 
ment for  a  limited  period.-  Resolved,  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  exemption  of  licensed  lottery  office 
keepers,  from  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of 
the  peace,  and  police  magistrates,  by  insert- 
ing in  sec.  3-i  of  the  last  lottery  act,  the 
words,  "  if  not  licensed  to  divide  tickets 
into  shares  i'^  the  nianner  aforesaid,"  is  in- 
expedient, and  ought  to  be  discontinued  ; 
and  that  such  lottery  oiTice  keepers  ought  ia 
future  to  be  subjected  in  common  with 
other  persons  to  such  jurisdiction. — Your 
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cumniittes  are    still   engaged  in  collecling 
evidence  on    the  subject   of  clandestine  in- 
surances and  other   illegal  practices,   v/hich, 
notwithstanding  the    measures   adopted    at 
different  times  for  their  prevention,  appear 
still  to  be  carried  on   to    a  considerable  ex- 
tent; but  not  having  finished  their  inquiries, 
they  defer  for    the    present   making  a  final 
report  on  the  matters  referred  to  them. 
Sl'coucI  Rfpiirt  on  Lotteries. 
The  committee,    k.c.  having  made  a  Re- 
port to  the  house,  in  the   month  of  April 
last,  at   the  conclusion  of  which   lh?y   in- 
formed  the  house,  that  they  were  still  en- 
gaged in  collecting  evidence  on  the  subject 
of  clandestine   insurances    and   other  illegal 
practices  ;'  which,  notwithstanding  the  mea- 
sures  adopted  at   diffi'rent   times    for  their 
prevention,  appeared   still   to  be  carried  on 
to   a  considerable  extent  ;  having  collected 
all  the  evidence  which    they  have  deemed 
material    for  the  formation  of  a  judgm^ent 
upan  the  different  points  submitted  to  their 
consideration,  have  agreed  upon  the  follow- 
ing  Report.— Your  Committee  beg  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  evidence  contained  in 
the  appendix,  and  more  particularly  to  that 
of   Mr.  Woo'J,    an    officer  appointed  and 
paid    by  government,     under    the    title    of 
"  Inspector  of  Lotteries,"  from  whom  your 
Committee  might  have   expected  to  derive 
the   niost  material  and  satisfactory  informa- 
tion upon  all  the'  matters  referred  to  them  ; 
and  more  especially  upon-  t'le  steps   he  had 
lately  taken  in  the  execution  of  the  duties 
of  his  office.     It  is  manifest,  however,   that 
since  the   year  1802,   when  the  scheme  of 
the  lottery  was  altered,  the  inspector  of  lot- 
teries has  performed  no  duties  j  and  he  has 
declared  to   jour   Committee    that  there  do 
not  appear  to  him  to  be  any  duties  incum- 
bent upon  him  to  perform.     Your  Commit- 
tee  have   been   further   informed    bv     Mr. 
Wood,  that  he  believes^i  by  the  regulations 
adopted  since  the  year  1802,  the  evils  arising 
from  the  lottery  have  been  done  av/ay,  and 
illegal  insurances  suppressed      But   the  exa- 
mination of  many  other  witnesses  has  proved 
to  your  Committee  that  the  mformation  so 
given,  by  what  your  Committee  had  a  right 
to  rely  on  as  the  most  competent  authority, 
is  unfortunately  altogether  erroneous;  and 
your   Committee  have  collected  the  reasons 
why  information  more  to  be  depended  upon 
Las  not  been   obtained  from  the   source  in 
question  ;  for  the  details  of  which  they  re- 
fer you  to  the  evidence  itself. — Your  Com- 
mittee are  compelled  to  state,  that  the  evils 
of  clandestine  insurance  appear  to  them  to 
prevail  to  a  much  greater  extent  thaa  they 
kad  reason  to  suspect  when  they  mads  their 
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first  report  in  the  month  of  April  last  ;  and 
it  now  appeals  fairly  questionable  whether 
the  number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
practices  h;<«  materially  3imini.-.hed,  or  the 
sums  adventured  have  been  at  ill  decreased. 
The  greater  privacy  with  vhich  the  irjnsac- 
fions  are  conducted  of  course  makes  every 
inquiry  into  their  existence  exceedingly 
difficult,  whilst  it  produces  combination, 
and  renders  the  invention  of  any  real  remedy 
the  more  hopeless — Your  Committee  have 
applied  themselves  with  great  assiduity  to 
that  part  of  their  instructions  by  which  they 
are  directed  to  report  upon  fcuch  further 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  remedy 
of  the  evils  attending  lotteries ;  and  ihey 
aubi:i"iit  to  the  house  some  account  of  the 
law,  together  with  such  observations  and 
suggestions  as  have  occurred  to  them  there- 
upon.— An  act  was  passed  (22d  Geo.  in.  c, 
47)  and  was  intituled,  "  An  act  for  licensing 
lottery  office  keepers,  and  regulating  the  sale 
of  lottery  tickets."—  The  breach  of  the  law 
was  punished  by  penalties,  recoverable  be- 
fore two  magistrates,  "  and  the  usual  pow- 
ers were  given  for  tiie  recovery  of  the  same, 
in  case  of  non-payment,  by  warrant  of  dis- 
tress and  sale,  and  for  v.ant  of  suflicent 
distress,  the  offender  to  be  sent  to  the  hcuss 
of  correction,  for  any  time  not  exceeding 
six  months  nor  less  than  three,  unless  the 
penalty  sho'.ld  be  sooner  paid."  A  power 
of  mitigation  was  given  to  the  magistrates, 
and  no  penalty  could  be  recovered,  unless 
the  offence  had  been  committed  within 
twelve  months  preceding  the  commencsment 
of  I  he  prosecution. — No  alteration  in  the  la  w^ 
with  respect  to  illegal  insurance  in  lotteries, 
was  made  until  the  year  lySJ,  when  an 
act  (27th  Geo.  iii.  c.  1.)  was  pas'^ed  for 
rendering  more  eifectuai  the  laws  now  in 
being  for  suppressing  unlawful  Lotteries, 
In  ihe  preamble  to  the  last- mentioned  act, 
the  8lh  Geo.  I.  c  2  the  ]2ih  Geo.  II.  c. 
28  and  the  22d.  Geo.  III.  c.  47.  are  recited} 
and  it  is  further  recited,  "  that  gre"-t  difficul- 
ties have  arisen  upon  the  methods  ot  con- 
viction of  offenders  against  the  said  recited 
acts  before  justices  of  the  peace,  and  many 
evasions  of  the  said  recited  .;cts  are  daily  put 
in  practice  ;"  and  it  was  by  the  2d  sect,  en- 
acted, "  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
said  act,  no  pecuniary  per.alties  incurred 
by  any  person  concerned  in  Lotteries  should 
be  recovered  before  any  justice,  but  might 
be  surd  for  by  action  in  any  of  the  Courts  at 
Westminster,  and  one  moiety  ot  the  penal- 
ties, when  lecovered,  should  be  applied  for 
the  use  of  his  majesty,  and  the  other  moiety 
to  tlie  person  who  should  sue  for  the  s::me  ; 
and  powijj  was  glvea  in  every  such  action  to 
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hold  the  ofTenckis   to  bail,  tor  any  sum  not 
excci:dingi£'500."~All  persons    engaged  in 
illegal  insurance  might  al-o,    under  the   au- 
thority of  the  3d  sect,  of  the  'a^t   mentioned 
2ct,  be  deemed  rogues  and  vagabonds,  un- 
der the  l/th  Geo.   II.    c.    5.  ;  and   power 
was  given  to  the    magistrates   before  whom 
any  person  hhould  be   prosecuted  as  a  rogue 
or  vagabond,  to    commit  the  person  so  pro- 
secuted to  thf  house  of  correction,  there  to 
remain  until  the  ne.xt    general  quarter    ses- 
sions ;  and  the  justices  are  then  to  investigate 
the  merits  of  the  case,  and  to  proceed  accord- 
ing to   the  provisions  contained  in  the    l/th 
Geo.  III.  — In  consequence  of  the  representa- 
tions which  were    made,  of  the  extent   to 
which   common    intbrmers,  aided  by  attor- 
nies,  had   abused   the  powers  given  by   the 
2d  sect,  of  the  27th   Geo.  III.  c.    1.   it  was 
enacted,  by  an  act   passed    in  the   33d  Geo. 
III.  c.    62.    sect.  38.     "  That   from    and 
lifter  the  comEieRcement  of  the  said  act,    it 
should  not  be  l.iwtul  for  any  person  to  com- 
mence or  prosecute   ar.y  action  for  the  reco- 
very of  penalties  inflicted  by  any  of  the  lav.s 
■  touching  or  conceining  Lotteries,  unless  the^ 
same  should   be  commenced  in    the  name  of 
His  Majesty's  Attorney  General  ;  "  and   by 
sect.  40  of  the  same   act  it   was   enacted, 
"  that  if  any  person  Khould   be   brought  be- 
fore two  magistrates,  and  should  be   convic- 
ted of  any   offence  against  the  statute  of  the 
27ih   Geo.   Ill    whereby   he    should  be  ad- 
judged a  rogue  and  vagabond,  the  said   ma- 
gistrates should  comtnit  such  offender  to  the 
house  of  correction,  there  to  remain  for  any 
space  of  time  not     exceeding  six   calendar 
months  nor  less  than  one  month,  and  until 
the  final  period  of  the  drawing  of  the  Lottery, 
in  respect  whereof  such    cfience   should  be 
committed  ;  and  that  the  proceeding  should 
be  without  appeal,  and   not  removable   by 
certiorari,  or  otherwise,  intoany  court  what- 
soever."— No  evidence  has   been  given   to 
the  committee  to  shew  what    were  the  difii- 
culties  which  occurred  in  the   conviction  of 
offenders  under    the   22d    Geo.    III.  c.  47, 
and  the  acts  recited  therein  ;   but  it  appears 
from  the  preamble  to  the  27lh  Geo.  III.  c.  1, 
tliat  difficulties  had  occurred,  and  that  many 
evasions  of  that  act  had  been  put  in  practice. 
!t  is  therefore  reasonable  to  proume  that  the 
rrovisions  of  that  act  had  been  found  insuffi- 
ci'Mit  to  suppress  the  practice   ot  insuring   in 
the  Lottery.     In  the  hope  therefore  of  more 
flTtctually   suppressing   the   evil,  the   27'h 
Geo    III.  c.   I  was  passed  ;   but  it    appears 
from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Kstcourt,  and  more 
•"•••i-ecijilly  from  the  letter  from    the    Under- 
':  :  :  r^tl's  of  Miiidlesex  addressed  toiiim,  and 
f  luained  in  his  evidence,  that  the   pruvi- 
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sions  of  that  act  had  been  perverted  to  the 
purposes  of  extortion,  and  had  been  pi;o('uc- 
tive  of  very  serious  evil. — In  order  to  coun- 
teract this,  new  evil,  the  30lh  Geo.  III.  c.  0'2, 
sect.  38  was  passed,  directing  that  no  action 
should  be  commenced  or  prosecuted,  except 
in  the  name  of  the  Attorney  Geneial. — la 
consecni^  nee  of  this  limitation,  very  few 
actions  have,  as  appears  from  the  evidence 
given  to  the  comn;ittee,  been  commenced 
since  the  passing  of  the  last  mentioned  act, 
although  there  is  no  doubt  that  Insurance  in 
the  Lottery  is  still  carried  on  to  a  great  ex- 
tent.— The  evidence  which  has  been  gi\en 
with  respect  to  the  practical  inconveniences 
resulting  tVom  the  provisions  of  the  27th 
Geo.  III.  proves,  that  it  would  be  impolitic 
again  to  have  recouv'^e  to  the  provisions  of 
that  act,  and  yet  it  is  very  difficult  to  sug- 
gest any  middle  course  between  limiting  the 
power  of  commencing  actions  to  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  giving  that  power  to  com- 
mon inforir.ers.  In  the  one  case,  thee  will 
probably-  be  reason  to  complain  of  inactivity 
in  enforcing  the  law,  and  in  the  other,  of  a 
corrupt  and  mischievous  perversion  of  it.  It 
might  perhaps  be  proper  to  authorize  the 
police  magistrates,  and  the  magistrates  of 
the  city,  to  direct  actions  to  be  commenced, 
when  evidence  to  warrant  that  direction 
shall  hav  e  been  given  upon  oath  before  them. 
This  however  would  be  a  novel  and  perhaps 
an  improvident  power  togrant,  and  conside- 
rable difficulty  would  occur  in  carrying  the 
principle  into  effect. — By  the  27th  Geo.  lit 
all  persons  engaged  in  illegal  insurance 
might  be  treated  as  rogues  and  vagabonds, 
under  the  17th  Geo.  II.  c.  5  ;  and  the  ma- 
gistrates had  the  power  of  committing  them 
to  the  house  of  correction  until  the  nexl 
general  quarter  sessions.  It  appears  from 
the  evidence  given  to  the  committee,  that  in 
the  interval  between  the  commitinent  and 
the  trial,  the  witnesses  v  ere  generally  tam- 
pered with  or  removed,  and  conviction  be- 
came impossible.  In  order  to  obvi."ite  this 
difficulty,  a  power  was  given  by  33  Geo.  III. 
to  two  magistrates,  to  commit  such  per,sons 
to  th.c  house  of  correction  tor  any  period  not 
exceeding  six  months  nor  less  than  one,  and 
until  the  end  of  the  drawing  of  the  Lottery, 
in  respect  sf  which  the  offence  had  been 
committed  ;  and  the  pr.coeding  was  v.ilhout 
api)e3l,  and  n<jt  removable  by  certiorari  or 
otherwise  into  any  other  court.  From  this 
I  nactment,  it  appeals  that  the  legislature  has 
been  under  the  necessity  of  granting  vsry 
huge  andextraordinary  powers  to  magistrates, 
in  order  to  diminish  the  evil  arising  from  in- 
surance in  Lotteries,  and  the  cireiia»stances 
which  gave  rise  to  it  shew  that  no  pecuniary 
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means  are  wanting  to  enable  those  who  are 
engaged  in  this  practice  to  evade  the  punish- 
ment of  the  law. — Your  committee  have  to 
lament  (hat  it  is  not  in    iheir  power    to  fur- 
nish to  the  House  any  more  satisfactory   re- 
sult of  tliis  part  of  tlieir  labours  :   but  when 
it  is  recollected  that  for  many  years  past    the 
attention  of  the  most    acute  and   ingenious 
persons,  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  of 
the  Lottery  system,  both  legal  and  fraudulent, 
under  the  auspices    ot  successive   ministars, 
have  been    directed   to  this  object    without 
success  ;    that    it    has   been   represented  to 
your  committee,  that  the  lottery  and  illegal 
insurances  are  inseparable  ;   that   the  former 
cannot  exist  without  the   latter  for  its  sup- 
port ;  that  a  system   of  connivance  in   those 
acts  which    the   law  prohibits   pervades  all 
ranks  concerned,  from  the  persons  contract- 
ing with  government  under  the  law,  down  to 
the  meanest  wretch  employed  in  the  violation 
of  the  law.  audits    most   ordinary    victim: 
your   committee    did    not    enter  upon   this 
matter  with  much  prospect   of  success,   and 
do  not  therefore  feel  any  very   great  disap- 
pointment at  the  issue  ;  they  are  persuaded 
the  house  will  not  impute  to  them  any  want 
ef  attention  to  the  subject,  or   zeal  In  the 
execution  of  their  duty. — In  truth,  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Lottery  is  so  radically  vicious, 
that  your   committee   feel  convinced    that, 
under  no  system  of  regulations  which  can  be 
devised,  will  it  be  possible  for  parliament  to 
ndopt  it  as   an  efficient    source  of  revenue, 
and  at  the  same  time  divest  it  of  all  the  evils 
and  calamities   of  which  it  has  hitlierto  pro- 
ved so  baneful  a  source. — A  spirit  of  adven- 
ture must  be  excited  aiuongst  the  community, 
in  order  that  government  may  deiive  from 
it  a  pecuniary  resource.     U'ha^  spirit  is  to  be 
checked  at  a  certain  given  point,  in   order 
that  no  evils  may  attend  it — the  latter  object 
has  not  hitherto  been  attained,    with  all  the 
pains  which  have  been   bestowed   upon   it. 
Your   committee   are  of  opinion,    that    its 
attainment  is  impossible. — The  ingenuity  of 
persons  interested   in    breaking  the  law,  is 
always  upon  the  watch  for  its  new  enact- 
ments, and  has  hitherto  always  baffled  the 
sagacity  of  the  legislature.     Added  to  which, 
there   can   be  no    hope   of   greater   purity 
amongst  the  persons  eniployed  to  detect  and 
bring  the  offenders  to  punishment  than  has 
hitherto    been    experienced,    or    than    now 
exists.     The   statute  book  is  burthened  with 
regulations  entirely  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  rigorous  and  oppressive  in 
the  extreme,  whicii,  if  they  are   ever  exe- 
cuted, fall  only  upon  the   ignorant  and  des- 
titute, whilst  the  wealthy  and  more  prolji- 
gate  hold  them  in  utter  contempt:    and  this 
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unseemly  state  of  things  is  allowed  to  con- 
tinue, in   order  that   the    state  may  derive 
a  certain  annual  sum  from  the  partial  encou- 
ragement of  a  vice,  which  it  is  the  object  of 
the  law,  in  all   other  cases,  and  at  all  other 
times,  most  diligently    to  repress. — In   the 
mean  time  ycjur  comujittee  tind,  that  by  the 
effects  of  the  Lottery,  even  under  its  present 
restrictions,    idleness,    dissipation,  and  po- 
verty   are  increased,  the   most    sacred    and 
ronfideutial    trusts   are    betrayed,    domestic 
comfort  is  destroyed,  madness  often  created, 
crimes,  subjecting  the  perpetrators  of  them 
to  the  punishment  of  death,  are  committed, 
and  even  suicide  itself  is  produced,  as   will 
fully  appear  in  the  evidence  submitted  to  the 
House.     Such   have  been  the  constant  and 
fatal  attendants   upon    State   Lotteries,  and 
such,  your  committee  have  too  good  grounds 
to  fear,  will  be  their  Invariable  attendants  so 
long  as  they   are  sutiered.  under  whatever 
checks  orregulations,  to  exist.' — Thequestioa 
naturally  occurs  to  your  committee,  whether 
any  pecuniary    advantage,  however  large  or 
convenient,  can    compensate  to  a  state  for 
the  amount  of  vice  and  misery  thus  necessa- 
rily produced  by  the  levy  of  it?— The  answer 
to  this  question  is  submitted  to  your  wisdom 
and  deliberation.      But  in    order   that    the 
House  may  come  to  a   decision,   in   every 
view  so  important  to  the  interests  and  hap- 
piness of  the  community,  without  prejudice, 
your  committee   cannot   conclude    without 
expressing  a  decided  opinion,  that  the  pecu- 
niary advantage  derived  from  a  State  Lottery 
is  much  greater  in  appearance  than  in  reality. 
When  we  take  Into  consideration  the  increase 
of  poor's  rates  arising   from  the  number  of 
families  driven  by  speculations  in  the  Lottery, 
whether  fortunate  or  otherwise,  to  seek  pa- 
rochial relief,  the  diminished  consumption 
of  exciseable  articles  during   the  drawings, 
and  other  circumstances  deducible  from  the 
evidence,  they  may   well  be  considered  to 
operate  as  a  large  deduction  from  the  gross 
sums  paid  into   the   Exchequer  by  the  con- 
tractors.    On  the  other  hand,  the  sum  raised 
upon  the  people  is  much  greater  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  received  by  the  state, 
than  In  any  other  branch   of  revenue. — No 
mode    of    raising   money    appears    to   your 
committee  so   burthensome,  so   pernicious, 
and  so  unproductive  ;   no   species  of  adven- 
ture is    known,  where  the  chances    are  so 
great   against    the   adventurer;  none  where 
the   infatuation    is    more   powerful,  lasting, 
and    destructive.— In    the  lower  classes    of 
society  the  persons   engnged,  whether  suc- 
cessful or  unfortunate,  are,  generally  speak- 
ing, either  immediately  or  ultimately  tempt- 
ed to  their  ruin  ;  and  there  is  scarcely  any 
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condition  of  life  so  destitute  and  abandoned, 

that  it^>  distresses  have  not  been  aggravated  by 

this  allurement  to  e;aming,  lield  forth  by  the 

Btate. — Your  commitree  are  conscious  that 

they  are  far  from  h.iving  exhausted  all   the 

grounds  upon  which  it  rnight  be  urged,  that 

the  Lijtierv  ou^lit   not  to  be  resorted  to  as  a 
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financial  resource.  The  reasoning  upon 
thera  appears  to  your  corrimitice  to  applj-- 
with  peculiar  force  to  the  situation,  the 
habiis,  and  all  ths  circumstances,  of  a  grer-t 
manufacturing  and  commercial  nation,  in 
which  it  must  bi  dangerous,  in  the  highest 
de^;ei*,  to  diffuse  a  spirit  of  speculation, 
wherel)y  the  mind  is  misled  from  those  ha- 
bits of  continued  industry  which  insure  the 
acquisition  of  conjfort  and  independence,  to 
delusive  dreams  of  sudden  and  enormous 
wealth,  which  most  generally  end  iu  abjfct 
poverty  and  complete  ruin,  li,  after  all  that 
has  been  stated,  and  a  perusal  of  the  evi- 
dence, the  House  shall  thin^  proper  to 
sanction  the  adoption  of  the  Lottery  in  any 
future  session  of  parliament,  your  committee 
recominen  1  to  your  consideration  the  various 
suggestions  contained  in  .their  two  reports 
foe  the  iii'jration  of  the  law,  from  which 
they  are  willing  to  hope,  at  least,  that  some 
benefi'-ia!  selection  may  be  made.  But  ihe'y 
cannot  flatter  themselves  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  they  have  been  much  more  fortu- 
nate than  the  able  persons  who  have  applied 
themselves  with  so  much  industry  and  so 
little  success  to  the  same  subject,  and  to 
whom  the  public  are  indebted  for  their  at- 
tempts to  correct  the  evils  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  can  only  be 
done  away  by  the  suppression  of  the  cause 
from  which  they  are  derived. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
•ommittee^  that  (in  case  it  shall  be  thought 
expedient  to  continue  state  lotteries)  the 
number  thereof  in  each  year  should  be  limi- 
ted to  two  lotteries,  of  not  more  than 
30,000  tickets  each  ;  that  the  number  of 
days  allowed  for  drawing,  instead  of  ten, 
the  present  number,  should  be  brought  back 
to  eight  for  each  lottery,  the  nutnber  fixed 
)n  1802  :  that  the  number  of  tickets  to  be 
drawn  each  day  should  be  uncertain,  and 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  commissioners 
of  stamp  duties,  and  kept  secret  till  the  . 
close  of  the  drawing  each  day,  care  being 
taken,  as  the  lottery  proceeds,  not  to  leave 
too  great  a  number  undrawn  on  the  latter 
days  of  dra\\ing,  but  that  one  raoiety  or 
upwards  be  drawn  on  the  four  first  days 
thereof — Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  cummittce,  that  no  person  should  be 
allowed  to  deal  in  lottery  tickets'  without  a 
licence  for  that  purpose  from  ihecominission 


eis  of  stamp  duties,  and  that  the  provision  [  diction 


to  that  effect,  in  the  2d  section  of  22  Geo. 
IIL  cap.  4/,  repealed  in  IS02,  and  not 
renewed  in  the  late  acts,  should  be  re  enac- 
ted, with  this  addition,  that  every  licenced 
lottery  ofTice  keeper  should  be  allowed  to 
take  out  from  the  stamp  office,  in  addition 
to  his  own  licence,  a  limited  number  of 
lictiices  for  agents,  with  a  s(i»mp  duty  of 
about  one-tenth  of  that  paid  ny  himself,  in 
the  proportion  of  two  swch  agents'  licences, 
for  every  150  tickets  shared  by  him  at  the 
stamp  office  ;  and  that  all  persons  should  be 
forbidden,  under  a  heavy  prnalty,  to  act  as 
agents  for  any  lottery  oflice  keeper,  or  to 
deal  in  lottery  tickets,  except  persons  .so  li- 
cenced.— Resolved,  I'iiat  it  is  the  opi  don  of 
this  committee,  that  in  order  to  prevent  per- 
.sons  setting  up  licenced  lottery  oflices  as  a 
cloak  for  carrying  on  illegal  in.surances,  the 
number  of  tickets  required  to  be  shared  in 
each  lottery,  in  order  to  eniille  the  parties 
to  a  licence,  should  be  extended  from  ihirly 
io  one  hit  nflrod  and  fifty  ;  and  ihat  such  li- 
cences should  be  renewed  for  every  Ic'.tery 
upon  the  parties  continuing  to  shrre  that 
number  of  tickets. — Resolved,  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  limita- 
tion of  hours  during  which  lottery  offices 
may  be  open  for  the  transaction  of  business, 
viz.  from  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  8 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  enacted  by  22  Geo. 
IIL  cap.  47,  and  renewed  in  the  lottery 
acts  of  1S02,  and  the  three  following  years, 
biit  omitted  in  those  of  the  two  last  years, 
ought  in  future  to  be  re-enacted,  without  the 
exception  tlicreln  made  with  respect  to  Sa- 
turday, when  lottery  oflices  ought  to  be  shut 
at  as  early  an  hour  as  on  other  evenings.— 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  all  persons  concerned  in 
hawking  about  lottery  tickets  and  shares  for 
sale,  in  distributiiig  hand-bills  respecting 
lotteries  otherwise  than  in  the  offices  of  li- 
cenced persons,  in  illuminating  lottery  offices 
for  outside  show,  in  exhibiting  lottery 
schemes  and  bills  upon  boards,  carts,  or 
carriages,  in  town  or  country,  should  be 
subjected,  on  conviction  before  a  magistrate, 
to  a  considerable  penalty,  and  in  dttfault  of 
payment  to  imprisonment  for  a  limited 
period. — Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  exemption  of  li- 
cenced lottery  office  keepers,  from  the  ju- 
risdiction of  justices  of  the  peace,  and  police 
magistrartes,  by  inserting  in  sec.  34  of  the 
last  lottery  act,  the  words,  "  if  not  licenced 
"  to  divide  tickets  into  shares,  in  the  man- 
"  ner  aforesaid,"  is  inexpedient,  and  ought 
to  be  discontinued;  and  that  such  lottery 
office  kaeners  ought  in  future  to  be  subjected 
in  comtnon  with  other  persons  to  suck  juris- 


2891  AUGUST  20,    1 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
SpA^'ISH  R^  VOLUTION. — Pi  oc  I  a  inn  I  inn,  da- 
ted Oviedo,  Jubj  \J,  1808,  conlinucd  from 
pagf  24 D. 

Wiiich  is  most  precious,  the  gold  of  the 
mine,  or  the  blood  of  man  ?     If  your  civic 
virtue   should    not  command    the   sacrifice, 
your  mei canary  interest  will  exiort  it.    Your 
incorporation,  sanctified   by  autliority,  your 
poliiical   existence,    the  posses.si(;n   oi  your 
property,  your    individual  security,    all   de- 
pend upon  the  success  of  tl)is  war.     Our  in- 
dependence  cannot  be  resigned    until    these 
illustrious  seminaries  of  sanctity  and  wisdom 
are  surrendered — until  these  solid  columns  of 
religion  and  of  the  state  tumble  to  the  earth 
— until  the   public  right   shall  be  annihilatetl 
and  Spain  itself  subverted.     Ilappy  country  ! 
this  day  you  receive  from  your  favourite  sons 
the  most  acceptable  proofs  of  their  tenderness 
and  love,  of  their   aftjction    and   gratitude, 
for  the  protection  they  have    received  fiom 
you   through  sticcessive  ages.     To-day   they 
return  to  you  the  riches  they  have  received, 
for  the  splendour  you    have  conferred,  for 
your  pious  generosity,  for  yourard^^nt  zeal, 
in  sustaining    the  religion  and    the  customs 
of  their  ancestors,  —  those  customs  originating 
in  the  sublime  morality  of  the  Gospel,  within 
whose  sacred  vase   is    inclosed,  and    will    be 
for  ever,  inclosed,  the   preservation  of  your 
empire  and  the  power   of  your    monarchy, 
llicii  men  of  every  description  !  Open  your 
cotiers,   and  discharge    yoiir    duty    to  your 
country,  and  be  coniideiit  that  her  ungrateful 
children  will  receive  her  anathema,  and  will 
not  escape   her  vengeance.  —  Spaniards!   we 
all  defend  one  common  cause.     VVe   are  all 
passengers  on  board  the  ship    Independence, 
which  is  already  launched,  and  must  eitl;er 
swim  or  sink,  according  as  she   is   navigated 
by  us.      There  is  only  one  mean  of  salvation 
for  us,  and  that  is,   that  the  whole    nation, 
srmed,   hasten    to  exterminate  the   banditti 
by  whom    we   are   invaded,  and  to    punish 
them  for  their  atrocities.     Warriors  !     pre- 
sent yourselves  in  the  field  of  glory.    I  do  not 
attempt    to     excite   your  valour  ,•    you   are 
Spaniards,  and  there'oie,  you  are  brave  and 
honourable ;     but,    in   one    respect,  I  may 
give  you  ndvice,  although  you  are  Spaniards. 
1  recommend    to  you,  in  the  name  of  your 
country,  the  most  severe  dlsciplme,  and  the 
mo-:t  implicit  obedience  to  your  commanders. 
Without  discipline,  you  can  neither  have  an 
army  nor  victory.  Without  discipline,  valour 
is   useless,  and    numbers  impotent.     Disci- 
pline supplies  every  thing,  and  without  her 
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every  thing  must   be    deficient.     Appreciate 
her  then  rightly  ;  for,  ahs,    if  you  are  con- 
quered,   you,  will  become  the   contempt  of 
nations,    and  the  victims   of  tyranny.'    Do 
you  see  that  these  fierce  pretenders  rush  upoa 
us }     They  outrage,    they    lay   waste,  they 
destroys   nothing  can  .satiate  their   ferocity. 
Rut   if,  in    your    turn,  you   should   become 
conquerors,  let   the  martial  spirit  by  which 
you  are  animated   be  restrained    wiihin   the 
limits  of  reason  and  justice.     Let  humanity, 
compassion,  and  beneficence,  be  the  device 
of  )'our  banners  ;  above  all,  let  not  the  name 
of  Spaniard  be  stained  by   that    iniquity   and 
sacrilege  which  you  detest  in  your  enemies  ; 
and  then  your  grateful   country  will    confer 
upon  you    her   abundant  benefits,  and  your 
names  will  be  engraved  on  the  sublime  edifice 
of  Spanish  independence.    I  may  address  you 
as  conquerors,  although  you  have  not  already 
vanquished.     One  province  only,  the  cradle 
of  heroes,   the  moment   war   was    declared, 
filled  the  enemy  with  terror.  Yes,  Spaniards, 
from  that  happy  instant  the  lion  was  attacked 
with   a   fever,  from     which   he    will   never 
escape. — The  victory  you   are  about   to  ac- 
complish will  establish    an  alliance    between 
Spain  and  the  most  powerful,  the  most  wise, 
and  the  most  polished   nation  of  the  earth — 
with  the   only    country  whicii    this   second 
Machiavc!  could  not  seduce — Great  Britain  ! 
The  alliance  that  the  infamous  traitor  broke 
for  our  misery  and  ruin  ;  that  assassin  of  our 
nation,  that  devouring  monster,  whose   im- 
mense rapine    provided  an   asylutn    for   our 
eneni)  j     that     alliance,    countrymen,    has 
been  generously  restored  by  the  only  empire 
v.'hich  has  been  able    to  maintain   its  honour 
and  independence,  and   to  which  is  reserved 
the     iofiy  distinction   of  restoring  enslaved 
Europe.     Of  v.'hat  consequence  then    is   the 
renowned  power  of  Napoleon  ?     The  world 
itself  depends  upon  the  oni.n   of  those   two 
great  nations. — F.  P.  G.  D.   C. 
An  Address  to  his  Army,  ti/  lite  most  Excel- 
lent  Si^nior  D.  Francis  Xavier    De   Cas- 
tanos,   CoTPmanda7it  of  the   Cavib    at   St. 
Roche,  now  General  in  Chief  vf  the  Ar?nu 
vf  tiie  Jjidohisians. 

A  man,  upon  whom  fiaiLery  and  meanness 
alone  have  conferred  the  title  of  hero — a 
man  fiill  of  ambition,  and  the  petty  band 
of  slaves  who  surround  him,  have  formed 
the  great  project  of  subjugating  lis.  De- 
ception, perfidy,  and  treason,  have  hitherto 
been  the  instruments  of  so  ill-premeditated 
an  enterprise.  The  Spaniards  will  doubt- 
less unite,  and  cause  their  most  sacred  rights 
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to  be  respected.  We  already  know,  that  many 
provinces  and  communities  are  animated 
with  the  same  heroism  which  we  ourselves 
have  displayed,  from  the  moment  that  the 
veil  was  rent  asunder  which  covertd  this 
most  iniquitous  project.  It  is  extremely 
important,  nay  indispensible,  that  all  of  u.s 
should  unite  to  secure  the  attainment  of  so 
noble  an  object.  Each  and  all  ought  to 
contribute  all  that  lies  in  his  power.  This 
is  an  obligation  dictated  by  the  heart,  from 


Prooress  of  King  Jo<.cph. — From  the  I'lench 
Papers. 
Briliescn,  Jiihj  id. — This  morning  his 
Majesty  set  out  from  Miranda.  He  was 
accompanied  by  the  municipality  and  the 
commisiiioucr  of  the  customs  to  the  boun- 
dary of  their  jurisdiction. — Not  only  did  the 
inhabitants  testify  their  joy  by  letting  off 
fire-works,  and  giving  concerts  during  the 
whole  of  the  night,  but.  also  on  his  majesty's 
departure  this  morning  they  repeated  these 
different  festivities.     On  the  road  fiom   Mi- 


the  moment  that  we  retnark   its  first  emo 

tions — Generous   and  heroic  inhabitants   of  j  randa  to  Bribiesca,  his  majesty  received  the 
py  town,  you  require  not  the  aid  of     congratulations  of    the   magistrates   ©f    the 
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eloquence   to  stimulate   your  ardent    souls. 
You  have  given,    and  are  at  this  moment 
giving   sufficient  examples.       Rush   to  the 
held  of  honour  in  quest  of  our  brotiiers,  who 
are  soldiers  by  profession,    that  they    may 
instruct  you  in    th.e  first   elements  of    the 
military  art,  on  which  strength  and  \  ictory 
principally  depend.      In  the  mean  time,  be 
assured,  that  your  families  will  not  be  redu- 
ced to  want  or  beggary.     The  opulent  ranks 
of    this  place   will    provisle  for   your  sjb- 
sistence.     Fear   not   that  the  wealthy   will 
spare  their  treasures.      They  will  deposit  all 
iheir  services  vf  plate    in   the  hands   of  go- 
vernment :   and  when    they  eat    and    drink 
out  of  wooden  spoons  and   earthen   vessels, 
they  will  enjoy  the  pleasing  satisfaction,  that 
thpse  instruments    of    mere  luxury  are  de- 
stined to  the  defence  of   our  religion,    our 
king,  our  country,  and  our  liberty. — Minis- 
ters of  the   sanctuary,    be  you  the  first  to 
preach,  and  to  give  the  example  of  this  im- 
portant confidence.     Ke  persuaded  that  both 
ecclesiastical  and  civil  laws  admit   of  selling 
the  property  of  the  chuvch  in  circum.stances 
of    such    urgent    necessity   as   the   present. 
Convince  thefailhAd  that  you  are  penetrated 
with  this  genuine  doctrine,  which,  in  times 
not  so  calamitous,  was  taught   by  St.   Ber- 
nard;   for  he   said,    it  was  not  conformable 
with   our    holy  leligion,    that  the  church 
should  flourish  in  its  possessions   whilst  her 
])()or   were  necessitous  ;      lliat    she   should 
(.it.'corate  her  walls  witii  gold,    and  abandon 
lu'r  children  to  nakedness. — And   you,   i«o- 
tht-rs.    worthy   of    so  many   heroes,    who 
know   how  to  excite  the  most  noble   and 
iuToic  passions  of  the  human  heart,  hasten   | 
to  present  to  government  yotir  jewels,  your   ! 
rugs,  aiid  oip.aments.       Fear  not  the  decay 
o.'  your  attractive  graces  ;    you  will  always 
bt  agieeablc;  and  though  your  exterior  de- 
corations should   be   less   conspicuous,  you 
w  ill  iicqiilre  sucl;  a  degree  of  i::ental  perfec- 
ti  'I'  and  l-ercisrn  as  to  attract  the  esteem    of 
v";  ti'Or.s  ntjer,  and  to  commicad  icsptct  even 
fi.-n:the  weak,   the   ucious   and  the   pro- 
ic.ate. — F.  i.  C. 


various  places  through  which  he  passed,  and 
on  his  arrival  in  this  town,  he  received 
tliose  of  the  Alcaide,  the  Municipality,  the 
Chapters,  the  Deacon  or  Arch-Priest,  and 
every  person  of  distinction,  all  of  whom 
Mere  anxious  to  be  intreduced  to  him.  Hig 
majesty  afterwards  retired  as  usual  to  attend 
to  business,  in  the  evening  there  were  an 
illumination  and  fire-works. 

B'/rgos,     Jiihj     Ifj.  —  His   majesty     this 
morning  continued  his  journey  from  Bribi- 
esca.    He  gave  audience  on  the  way    to   all 
the  magistrates  of   the   different   places    he 
passed  througb,  who  were  solicitous  of  the 
honour  of    addressing  his    majesty. — The 
king  reached  this  city  at  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing.    A  triumphal  arch,    prepared    in   ex- 
pectation of  his  arrival,  was  erected  at   the 
entrance  by  which    he  had  to  come.      The 
garrison  was  drawn  up  on  each    siJe  of    the 
street,    the   windows  of    the   hou^^s    were 
magnificently  decorated,    and   the  firing  of 
cannon  and  ringing  of   bells  contributed  to 
make  his  majesty's  entrance  splendid  in  the 
extreme  — Several  richly-cai)arisoned  char- 
gers were  in  readiness,  in  case  his  majesty 
had  chosen  to  enter  the  city  on   horseback. 
All    the   officiating   servants   of    the   royal 
household  waited  upon  his  majesty.     Soon 
after  his  arrival  his  majesty  gave  audience  to 
the  archbishop,  the  chapter,  intendaHt  cor- 
regidor,  the  consulate,  the  ecclesiastical  col- 
leges,   and  spiritual  communities,  together 
with  a  numb=r  of  persons  of  distinction  le- 
sident  in  the  city  and  environs.     His  majesty 
conversed  a  considerable  time  with  each  of 
them;   entering  into  the  particular  subjects 
which   related  to  their  respective  functions, 
— Having  taken  up  his  residence  at  the  arch- 
bishop's palace,  which  adjoins  the  cathedral, 
his  majesty,  soon  after  the  levee,     went  to 
see  the  cathedral,    where   he  was   received 
uiuler  a  canopy,    with   all    the   solemnities 
justly    due  to,    and   usually  observed    with 
respect  to  royal  personages. — At  six   iti    the 
evening  his  majesty  again  gave  auchence  to 
the  above-mentioned  persons,    and  also  to  a 
4ji«;at:   number  of    officerii,    who   had  the 
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honour  of  being  introduced  to  him. — There 
was  a  general  illuminalion  in  the  evening, 
and  all  those  who  had  the  honour  of  being 
admitted  to  his  niajesty's  presence,  departed 
to  their  respective  homes  highly  transported 
with  the  reception  with  which  he  had  been 
graciously  pleased  to  honour  them,  and  the 
interest  which  his  majesty  took  in  the  con- 
cerns of  the  ditferent  places  he  passed 
through. 

Madrid,  July  \6. — Yesterday  all  the  bells 
were  set  a  ringing.  At  day-break  there  was 
a  discharge  of  artillery,  and  in  tha  evening 
an  illumination  took  place.  These  rejoicings 
announced  the  king's  arrival  on  the  Spanish 
territory.  His  majesty  has  by  this  time 
reached  Burgos,  and  is  sxpccted  here  on 
the  20th. 


Official  Letters  relative  to  the  British    Offi- 
cers sent  to  the  Spanish  Patriots. 

Head  Quarters  of  the  Asturian  Army, 
Stones,  July  10,  1808. — Sir, — Having  learn- 
ed from  Major  Roche,  the  readiness  you 
have  expressed  to  afford  t  he  assistance  of  the 
British  frigates  under  your  command  upon 
thecoa?t,  in  the  enterprize  I  am  about  un- 
dertaking, I  beg  to  return  you  my  best 
thanks  for  this  most  desirable  and  powerful 
co-operation  ;  but  I  avail  myself  of  this 
opportunity  of  repeating  what  I  have  already 
had  the  honour  of  communicating  to  you, 
through  that  officer  j  that  it  is  by  no  means 
my  wish  that  the  smalle«t  risk  should  be 
incurred  by  his  majesty's  ships,  or  that  a 
single  seaman  should  be  landed.  —  Major 
Roche,  who  has  my  entire  confidence,  will 
explain  to  you  fully  the  manner  in  which  I 
conceive  his  majesty's  ships  under  your  com- 
mand can  render  us  the  most  effectual  ser- 
vice.—  He  will  also  give  you  a  copy  of  the 
signals  agreed  upon  for  communication  be- 
tween the  squadron  and  the  shore,  as  well 
as  the  fullest  explanation  of  my  intentions 
in  the  proposed  attack  upon  the  enemy  at 
Santander. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  5:c. — 
(Signed) — Nicholas  De  Llano  Ponte. — 
Lieut. -General  in  the  Army  of  the  Asturias. 
—To  Captain  Atkins,  Senior  Officer  com- 
manding his  Britannic  Majesty's  Ships,  on 
the  North  Coast  of  Spain, 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Seine,  off  St.  Are- 
bor,  July  7,  1803. — Sir, — Lt  communica- 
ting with  you  on  his  majesty's  service,  I 
have  so  much  observed  the  justness  of  your 
ideas,  and  correctness  of  opinion,  as  most 
readily  induced  me  to  co-operate  with  the 
naval  force  under  my  command,  in  all  your 
suggestions;  and  I  beg  to  assure  you,,  that 
I  attribute  in  a  great  measure  the  speedy  re- 
establistiveat  of  government,    and  succass  of 
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the  Spanish  army  under  General  Ponte,  to 

your  abilities  and  exertions ;  and  in  this 
opinion  I  am  perfectly  joined  by  Captairj 
Tower,  of  his  majesty's  ship  Iriu  ;  Captain 
Digby,  of  the  Cossack  ;  Captain  Ramsay, 
of  th«  Eurydice  ;  Captain  Hardyman,  of 
the  Unicorn  ;  and  Captain  D.ily,  of  the 
Comet. — The  public  service  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  has  called  forth  this  mark  of  ap- 
probation due  to  your  abilities  and  exertions, 
and  induces  me  to  request  you  will  be  pleased 
to  convey  it  in  the  speediest  manner  to  the 
right  hon.  lord  Casilereagh,  his  majesty's 
principal  secretary  of  state. — I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  &c. — D.  Atkins,  Captain  of 
His  Majesty's  ship  Seine,  and  Senior  Offi- 
cer on  the  North  Coast  of  Spain. 

To  Major  Roche,  &c.  Santander. 
From    the    Corunna  Gazette  extraordinary , 
Aug.  1,  1808. — \_By  Order  of  the  Govern- 
ment ] 

The  following  official  dispatches  have  been 
received  by  express :  —  Head-Quarters  at 
AnduJLir,  Q  o'clock  in  the  evening,  July  19, 
1S08. 

Most  Serene  Signlors  ;— A.t  half-past  fivs 
an  officer  came  in  with  a  flag  of  truce,  re- 
questing that  orders  should  be  given  to  Gen. 
La  Pena  to  suspend  hostilities,  whilst  Gen. 
Dupont  should  hold  a  conference  with  Gen. 
Reding.  I  replied  in  the  negative.  A  few 
moments  after,  I  received  a  letter  from  Gen. 
Pena  himself,  informing  me  that  they  had 
solicited  terms  of  capitulation,  1  grant  them 
no  other  terms  than  that  they  shall  be  pri- 
soners of  war,  with  permission  to  the  ge- 
neral and  his  officers  to  wear  their  swords, 
and  to  take  with  them  a  portmanteau  each, 
filled  with  their  clothes  only,  in  consequence 
of  the  pillage  which  they  have  committed  in 
our  towns;  assuring,  however,  at  the  sama 
time,  that  they  shall  be  treated  with  the 
same  respect  as  those  belonging  to  the  squa- 
dron at  'Cadiz,  and  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
Spanish  generosity.  Whilst  the  details  are 
preparing,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  high- 
nesses, that  we  have  taken  some  cannon 
and  prisoners,  and,  in  short,  that  Gen.  Du- 
pont is  completely  hemmed  in  on  all  sides. 
— May  God  preserve  your  highnesses  many 
years. — The   Most   Serene  Signior  Xavier 

DE  Castanos. The   Most     Serene   the 

Supreme  Junta  of  Government. 

N.  B.  Adiispatchof  the  same  d.ite,  and 
communicating  the  same  intelligence,  has 
been  received  f^om  Signior  Count  Tilli,  a 
member  of  this  supreme  junt*,  who  accom- 
panies the  general  of  the  army 

Note  of  the  Supreme  Junta. 
Seville,  July  20. — The  supreme  junta  has 
the  most  entire  satisfaction  to  inform   the 
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public,  that  by  a  dispatch  received  this  day, 
bv  express,  tVom  the  most  excellent  Signiur 
D.     Francisco  Xavier  C^stnnos,   captain-ge- 
neral of  the  forctfs  of  Andalusia,  of  which 
a    liieral   extract    is  annexed,  a   convi:icing 
proof  is  given    of  the  military  talents    with 
which    the  cpf^rations  have  been  conducted, 
inasmuch   as  tiie  results  exactly  correspond 
•with  the  well  digested   plan  which  had  been 
formed.     So  fortunate  have  they  been,   that 
from  the  very  tirst  encounter,  the  enemy  has 
continued  to  fly   with  the  utmost  disgrace, 
and  his   tlight   has   been  a  complete  rout; 
this  effect   having  been  produced  by  events 
which  he  certainly  could  not  have  prevented. 
Most  Serene  Signiors, — In  my    dispatch 
of  the  17th,    I  acquainted  you  with  the  state 
of  our  operations  and  proceedings.     On  the 
13th,  general  R.'''ing  wrote  to  inform    me, 
that  at  inne   in  the  morning  he  hnd  entered 
Baylen  with  his  own  division  and  that  of  the 
Marquis  de  Compeigne,  which  I  had  ordered 
to  join  him;  and   that  the  enemy  were   r6- 
trealmg    from     that    i)hce   to    Guaraoman, 
having  left  behind  only  a  grand  guard,  which 
was  put  to  the  rout.     I    instantly   wiote  to 
Gen.   Reding  to   attack    Andujar   in    flank, 
with  the  two  divisions,  whilst  I    should  at- 
tack it  in  front.     I  was  preparing  to  execute 
my  plan   at  day-break  this  morning,  when, 
at  two  o'clock,  I  was  apprized  that  the  ene- 
my were  evacuating  Andnj^u',  and  making  a 
precipitate  flight  by  the  road  to  Madrid.     I 
cannot  conceal  my  surprize,  that   the  inha- 
bitants of  Andujar  did  no!  give  me  the  slight- 
est notice  of  this  movement. — Finding  that 
the  enerav  were  making  their  escape  from 
me,  1  oidered    General    La  Pena,  with  his 
division  and  some    reinforcements,  to  har- 
rass  their  rear ;   a  dispcjsitiou  so  much  the 
more  proper,  as  I  had  just   received  a  letter 
from  Gi-n.   Reding,  informing  me  that   he 
had  marched  from   Baylen  at    thiee   in  the 
morning,  with    the  intention  of  making  his 
attack  upon  Andujar  at  eleven  ;   so  that,    in 
con.sequence   of    his   active   and    opportune 
movemriU,   Dnpont  will  find  himself  placed 
between  these  two  divisions  and  that  ot  Ge- 
neral   La  Tena.     I    flitter   myself  that    the 
result  will  correspond  with  thj  w<!'ll  combin- 
ed  dispositions   of  the   plan.— Your   high- 
nesses may  hourly  expect  infelli^ence  of  the 
intended  aitack  of  to-day,  for  which  fvery 
thing  is  prepared  — I  occupy    this  city   with 
the  division  (jf  General  Jones,  where  I  have 
taken  a  po.silion   adapted  to  circum.stanres. 
Tlie  enemy  h;ive  left  300  sick  ;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  Geiierwi  Vedel  v/as   killed  in  the 
affair    of  Mengibar. — 1    have   also    received 
advice  from    Ccjmmnndant    Cruz,    that   he 
kad  proc8ed«d  with   bis  .sharp-shooters   to 


Los  Banos,  in  order  to  cover  the  movements 
of  the  respective  divi-Jons  ;  and  if  Colonel 
B.ddecanos  has  followed  my  instructions  to 
him,  a  most  favourable  opportunity  will 
occur,  of  occupying  Despenai)erros ;  since, 
in  a  dispatch  which  we  have  intercepted, 
dated  the  lO'th,  from  the  chief  of  the  staff 
of  the  French  army  at  Baylen,  to  the  com- 
niand;int  of  S.mia  Elena,  the  latter  is  direct- 
ed to  ni.Tch  to  Guarranian,  leaving  only  500 
men  at  that  point. — May  God  preserve  your 
serene  liighnesses  many  years. — Head  Quar- 
ters at  Andujar,  8  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
July  19,  I  SOS. — The  Most  Serene  Sig- 
nior  Xavier  de  C.\stanos. — The  Most 
Serene  Signiors  the  President  and  Members 
of    the  Stiprcme  Junta  of  Government. 

By  the  .same  Courier  extraordinary  has 
been  received  a  dispatch  from  the  most  ex- 
CKllent  Signior  Count  de  Tilli,  a  member 
of  the  aupvemf?  junta,  which,  in  addition  to 
the  communication  from  his  excellency  the 
general  in  chief",  mentions  the  deplorable 
situation  to  which  the  enemy  has  reduced 
the  town  of  Andujar.  It  is  undoubtedly  a 
matter  of  surprize,  however  well  practised 
these  banditti  are  in  the  art  of  corruption, 
that  there  should  be  room  to  suspect  any  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  place  of  disloyalty. 
Of  adhering  to  the  enemy.  But  should  these 
suspicions  be  eonfirmed,  they  may  well 
tremble  at  t'e  example  wliich  this  supreme 
authority  is  preparing,  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  public,  and  to  prevent  similar  proceed- 
ings in  other  places  which  may  have  the 
misfortune  to  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands. 
This  dispatch  also  contains  the  inventories 
of  two  magazines  which  the  French  left 
behind  them  at  Andujar  j  but  as  it  likewise 
mentions  a  third,  which  there  had  not  been 
time  to  examine,  and  as  we  are  in  expecta- 
tion of  the  still  more  fortunate  results  of  a 
decisive  action,  the  whole  of  the  requisite 
details  will  be  subsecjuenlly  communicated. 
— Juan  Bautista  Pardo,  Secretary. 

Corunna,  July  30. — Marshal  Bessieres 
having  writtsn  to  his  excellency  Doa 
Joaquim  Blake,  in  the  usual  style  of  Buona- 
parte's generals,  with  the  view  of  bring- 
ing al)out  the  dc'^tlUction  of  this  country, 
and  the  annihilation  of  its  inhabitants,  the 
general  has,  in  reply,  addressed  to  him  th« 
following  U'tter :  — 

July  24. — ScnovGi"'ncr?.l. — I  return  (hanks 
to  your  excellency  for  the  humane  treat- 
ment which  you  assure  me  lias  been  giveo 
to  the  Spanish  prisoners;  and,  on  my  part, 
1  assure  you,  that  the  French  do  not  mistake 
Spanish  generosity.  It  belongs  to  your  ex- 
cellency and  to  mo,  to  bnuith  from  our  ar- 
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mies  that  ferocUy  which  does  not  belong;  to 
the  truly  brave.     Good  soldiers   fight  with 
spirit,  and  esteem  their  enemies  in  propor- 
tion  to  the  firm  resistance  they  experience 
from  them. — From  your  excellency's  well- 
known  character,  such  are,  I   believe,  the 
principles  by  wliich  your  conduct  is  guided, 
— I  am  also  convinced,   that  your  excellency 
will  know  how  to  iippreciate  my  frank  and 
decided  declaration,  which  is,  thatl  acknow- 
ledge  no   sovereign    except    Fernando    de 
Bourbon,   or  his  legitimate  heirs.     But  if  it 
happen   that  this  unfortunate  tamily   should 
be  completely  extinguished,  I  should  then 
only  acknowledge  for  my  sovereign  the  peo- 
ple   of  Spain,  lawfully   represented    in   ge- 
neral Cortes.     This  manner    of  thinking  is 
not  contined  to  me  alone  ;   I  express  to  you 
the   sentiments   of  all  the  army,  aiid  of  the 
whole  nation,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
number  of  men,  v/ho  are   governed  by  the 
most  interested  self-interest.     Be  persuaded 
that  I  inform  you  of  the  real  state  of  things 
Do   not   mistake  the  forced  submission   of 
some   towns,   occupied    by    French    troops, 
for  a  real  change  of  opinion    in  the  inhabi- 
tants.    Undeceive,  therefore,  your  emperor, 
and  if  it  be  true  that  he  possesses  a  philan- 
thropic  mind,  he  will   renounce  the  project 
of  subduing  Spain,     Whatever   partial   suc- 
cesses he   may  obtain,  it  ii  evident  that  his 
brother  can  never  reign  in  this  country,  un- 
less  he  reign  over  a  desert  covered  with  the 
blood    of  Spaniards,    and  of  the  troops  em- 
ployed in  this  unjust  enterprize.     Notvviih- 
standing  the  aversion  with  which  I  view  the 
cause  you  support,  J  assure  your  excellency 
that  I  entertain  for  you  that  high  considera- 
tion which  is  due  to  your  eminent  personal 
qualities. — Joasuim    Blake,    geneial-in- 
chief  of  the  army  of  Gallicia. 

The  following  has  been  published,  by  or- 
der of  the  government  : — 

On  the  28th  inst.  Marshal  Be.isieres  trans- 
mitted a  second  letter  to  oar  general  in  chief, 
to  which  he fequested  a  satisfactory  answer, 
informing  him  that,  with  all  due  respect  to 
his  good  opinion,  it  was  his  duty  to  avoid 
the  effusion  of  blood,  it  being  certain  that 
the  Bourbons,  whom  the  general  mentioned, 
nevsr  could  reign,  while  France  and  the 
greater  part  of  Europe  existed  in  their  pre- 
sent state.  He  also  informs  the  general, 
that  he  is  anxious  to  see  him,  and  appoints 
a  place  of  interview.  To  this  letter  was 
Kent  the  following  answer : — July  28,  ISOS. 
Signior  Marshal, — I  have,  with  due  re- 
spset,  received  your  excellency's  letter,  and 
have  to  repeat  my  thjnks  to  you  for  having 
.set  at  liberty  the  4  or  500  prisoners  wlioni 
you   took   in   tlic  battle  of  Rio   Seco,  anil 


whom  your  excellcRcy  describes  as  peasants 
of  Galiicia.     'J'hey  are  nevertheless  regular 
.soldiers,  being  recruits  incorporated  with  tho 
troops  of  the  line,   though  they  do  not  wear 
the   uniform.     In  explaining    this  circum- 
.stance,  my  intention  is  not  to  release  myself 
from  acknowledging  the  generous  conduct 
your  excellency  has  manifested  towards  those 
people,  but  to  guard  against   the   possibility 
of  their   upon    any    occasion    receiving,    in 
consequence  of  any  misconception,  a  species 
of  treatment    which    they   do  not    deserve, 
and  which,   from  the  sentiments  manifested 
by  your  excellency,  could  not  but  be  pain- 
ful to  your  own  feelings.     Your  excellency 
will  always  find  me  disposed  to  alleviate,  as 
far  as  possible,  ail  the  horrors  of  war,  flat- 
tering myself  that  in  this  respect  I  shall  only 
imitate  your  conduct.      But,  Signior  gene- 
ral, I  am  not  at  liberty   to  agree  to  the  con- 
ference which  you  are  pleased  to  propose  to 
me,  nor  to  enter  into  any  discussion   upon 
the  subject  which  we  should  have  to  agitate 
on  such  an  occasion. — Your  excellency  in- 
forms ms,  that  the  Bourbon  tacnily  has  ceas- 
ed to  reign  in  Spain  3  and  that,  in  order  to 
replace  them   on  the   throne,  it   would   be 
first  necessary  to  destroy  France,  and  a  great 
part   of  Europe,     What,  then,  is  the  great 
crime  committed  by  that  family  ?     Can  it  be 
the  frank,  faithful,  and  intimate  friendship 
and  alliance,   which  have  united  it  to  France 
during  the  space  of  13   years  ?     But  in  at- 
tempting to   make  any  reflections  I  exceed 
my  limits :   it  is  my  duty  to  confine  myself 
to    the   entreaty   that  your   excellency  will 
abandon  the  project  of  altering  the  opinion 
which  I  have  already  so  decidedly  pronounc- 
ed upon  the  subject.     Your  excellency  would 
doubtless  take  olfence,   were  I  to  propose  to 
you  a  change   of  party,  and  that  you  should 
abandon  the  emperor  whom  you  have  sworn 
to   support  j  and  most    assuredly  you  should 
reflect    that,    upon    the   same    principles,   I 
ought  not  to  listen  to  your  excellency's  pro- 
posals, nor  is  it  fitting  that  your  excellency 
should  address  them  to  a  man  of  honour.— 
Such  is  the  esteem  and   admiration,  Signior 
general,   in    which  I  hold   your  excellency's 
military   talents,  that  1  glory   in  having  op- 
posed to  me  so  distinguished  an  antagonist; 
and  with   respect  to   the  final  issue  of  the 
present  struggle,   I  repose  myself  with  con- 
fidence on  the  Divine  Providence,   to  whom 
it  belongs  to  decide  the  fate  of  armies  and 
of  nations,  and   who,  sooner  or  later,  will 
look  with  a  favourable  eye  upon  the   most 
just   cause  which   is  defended   by  all   tnie 
Soania>ds  — I    beg  leave  to  repeat   to  your 
evcellency,  Signior  Marshal,  the  assurances 
of  my  high  consideration.— J  oaquim  Blake. 
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Proclamation  to  the  InhaLitauls  of  Astuncis, 
dated  Oviedo,  July  20. 
Noble  inhabitants  of  Astmias  1   What  pa- 
nic terror  has  taken  hold  of  your  hearts  ?    A 
remote  danger  atVrights  you  !  an   imaginary 
invasion  terrifies  you! — Do  yon  not  know, 
that  the  whole  power  ot  Rome  in  the  zenith 
of  its  splendor,  and  with  her  emperor  at 
her  head,  has  not  been  able  to  add  this  small 
province  to  her  empire?     Have  you  forc;or, 
that  the   innumerable    hosts   of    barbarians 
vhich  Africa  has  vomited  into  our  peninsu- 
la,   have   found   their    tomb    amidst  these 
rocV.s!     You   are,    peradventure,    afraid  of 
the  threats  of  the  ccnquerors  of  Jena  and 
Austerlitz.     Away  with  these  ideas,  spread 
by   our  enemies   to  dishearten  you.      The 
French  armies  that  had  filled  the  world  with 
their  name,  lie    prostrate  in   the  dustj  the 
remainder  is  holding  in  coercion  the  unhap- 
py that  hav6  been  sacrificed  to  the  ambition 
of  their  chief.     In  Spain  we  have  but  few 
soldiers,     raw,     inexperienced,     weakened  ^ 
by   fatigue,    incapable   of    undertaking  the  | 
conquest  of  an  invincible   country.     They  | 
will  face  the  danger  if  their  chiefs  bid  them ;   j 
but    what  'will   bs    their   fate  ?     Will  they  | 
return?     They   will,  if  you  refuse  to  imi-  ; 
taie  your  forefathers;  but  if  you  attack  the  1 
enemy  wilh  fury  and  desperation,  they  will  j 
be  astonished,  and  you  will  immolate  them 
likf  victims  unable  ev©n  to  help  themselves.  | 
They    shall    fall     to     your    feet   in  heaps,  I 
from    terror,  »and    from    the    irresistible  j 
weight  of  your    robust    arms.     Cast  away  ' 
vour  muhke'ts,  atiack  them   with   arms  still  ' 
more  cruel,  with  implements  of  husbandry, 
•u'lth  the  same   which   your  aims  are  accus- 
tomed  to  handle,  and  then  you  will  shortly 
see   the  disparity   betwixt  you    and   them. 
The  cavalry    and  artillery,  in   which  their 
principal  force  consists,  cannot  avail  them 
amoncr  you :  ?11  the  rest  is  a  contemptible 
mass,    without  vigour,    without   fortitude, 
at  the  utmost   knowing   to  fire  a  musket, 
helpless  and   forlorn   the  moment  you  close 
in  with  them.     Arouse!    Take  heart!    You 
will  have  the  pledge  of  victory   with  you, 
and  be  assured  the  French  will  not  invade 
you;  if  they  dare,  we  shall   entomb  them 
among   the    mountains  and  vallies  that  sur- 
round  us.     What!    think  you   that  before 
they  reach  your  towns,  even  the  nearest  to 
Castile,  they  will  not  exp'.'rience  the  havock 
of  the  artillery,  and  of  the  troops  that  gar- 
.  riso-,1   our  ports?     The  wise  dispositions  of 
the  Supreme  Junta,  the  precise  and  appro- 
priate orders  of  the  commander  in  chief,  will 
ihcy  not  repress  the  impetuosity  of  those 
ruffians,  and  not  [.reserve  the  people  against 
he  eiTecti  which  the  invasion  might  occa- 
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sion?  Respectable  ministers  of  the  Al- 
mighty, pastors  of  the  people,  when  you 
hear  the  tremendous  voice  of  danger,  unite 
your  flock,  exhort  them  and  conduct  them 
to  the  field  of  honour !  Generous  gentle- 
men ,  yo  that  have  such  influence  on  the 
minds  of  the  pacific  villagers,  when  you  see 
the  flame  spreading  and  raging  among  the 
mountains,  sally  forth  to  preserve  the  val- 
lies from  the  conflagration,  taking  with  you 
as  many  as  can  contribute  to  its  extinction  ! 
Arouse,  AsturiansI  and  be  constant  in  your 
valour  :  if  any  Frenchman  escapes  from  the 
array,  let  him  find  in  you  the  fate  prepared 
for  yourselves !  Let  them  know  at  once 
that  you  will  receive  them  according  to 
their  desert,  and  perhaps  the  timely  notice 
will  detain  them;  if  not,  rush  on  and  con- 
fine the  lustre  already  hereditary  to  your 
name.  Let  the  world  know,  that  the  As- 
turias  have  for  the  third  time  repulsed  their 
proud  invaders,  and  that  extermination 
awaits  them  ! 

Phicard  affixed  in  the  most  Pullic  Places  nf 
Seville,  to  rouse  the  People   to   the  Resis- 
tance of  French  Domination  and  Tyranny. 
Gallant  Sevillians, — War  is  not  always 
clothed  in  horrors;   there  is  a  kind  of  peace 
more  fatal  than  a  field  of  battle,  drenched 
in  blood  and  strewed  with  bodies  of  the  slain. 
A  townsman  of  your  own,  who  has  just  be- 
held the  capital  of  Spain  in  a  state  of  slavery, 
which  our  enemies  call  a  state  of  peace,  has 
1  been  able  to  compare  the  oppressed  and  de- 
!   graded  state  of  its  unfortunate  inhabitants 
with  the  noble  attitude  of  defence  in  which 
1   And.'dusia  stands.     A  month  ago,   the  Spa- 
niards had  lost  their  country.     Seville   has 
!  restored   it   to  life  more  glorious  than  ever, 
!  and  those  fields  which   for   so  many  years 
I  have  seen  no  steel  but  that  of  the  plough- 
1  share,  are  going,  amidst   the  splendour  of 
arms,    to   prove   the   new    cradle    of    this 
adored  country.     No,  no :    humanity  does 
not  shudder  at  the  sound  of  war;  it -wiihes 
it  a  thousand  times  more  than  the  slow  and 
interminable   evils   of  slavery.      Ah,    says 
your  townsman,  were  you  to  behold  your 
brethren    groaning  and    shrieking    in    the 
chains   which   perfidy    has  thrown  around 
them!     The  most  respectable  citizen  is  ex- 
posed to  sufler   the  insolence  of  the  most 
contemptible   soldier  of    our  enemy.       At 
every   step   he  has  to  endure,  at  least,  the 
insult  of  being  eyed  with  the  disdain  of  the 
conqueror  to  the  conquered.     The  inhabi- 
tants of  Madrid,  strangers,  at   it  were,  and 
by  sufl'erance  in  their  own  houses,  cannot 
enjoy  one  moment's  tranquillity.     I'he  pub- 
lic festivals,  established  by  immemorial  ais- 
tomj  the  attendance  on  religious  ordiuaBcei, 
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are  considered  a«  pretexts  for  insurrection, 
and  threatened  with  being  interrupted  by 
di'seharges  of  cannon.  Distrust  reigns  iu 
ever)'  heart,  and  the  smaUe-;t  noise  makes 
the  citizens  tremble  in  the  b^jsoms  of  their 
flimilies.  The  enemy,  from  time  to  time, 
run  to  arms,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  im- 
pression of  terror  with  which  they  were 
struck  by  the  massacres  of  the  2d  and  3d  of 
May.  Then  their  pale  countenances  an- 
nounce the  recollection  of  the  lot  of  these 
unhappy  victims  j  all  lly  to  their  houses, 
lock  their  doors,  then  hardly  think  them- 
seK-es  safe.  One  is  in  i'(inr  for  his  children, 
another  for  his  wife,  and  a  third  for  his 
friends.  Madrid  is  a  prison,  of  which  the 
gaolers  take  pleasure  in  terrifying  the  pri- 
soners, by  alarms,  in  order  to  keep  them 
quiet.  What  a  wide  difference  between 
that  situation  and  yours,  my  beloved  coun- 
trymen !  I  could  not  refrain  from  tears  of 
joy,  on  viewing  the  city  in  whicli  I  drew 
my  first  breath,,  and  to  see  it  in  a  situation 
so  glorious.  The  noble  military  ardour,  the 
flame  of  patriotism,  the  generous  love  of 
independence,  are  alive  iu  your  breasts, 
united  with  the  love  and  submission  to  those 
laws  and  xhi\t  authority  which  you  have  es- 
tablished. History  will  delineate  you  as  a 
model,  of  which  there  are  few  examples  in 
the  world.  Th«  power  of  the  people  has 
preserved  to  them  its  independence.  Sub- 
mission and  confidence  in  the  magistrates 
free  them  from  the  horrors  of  anarchy. 
You  have  fullilled  the  wishes  and  hopes  of 
all  the  lovers  of  their  country.  This  be- 
coming obedience  has  given  an  incredible 
energy  to  the  Convention  (la  Junta)  in 
whom  you  have  reposed  your  confidence. 
Who  will  believe,  that  in  little  more  than 
thirty  days,  and  amidst  the  hurry  and  noise 
of  war,  the  political,  economical,  and  mili- 
tary administration  of  a  kingdom  could  thus 
be  duly  organised  ?  Such  is  the  power  of 
patriotism  and  sincerity  under  the  guidance 
of  enlightened  minds!  Seville  is  the  terror 
of  our  enemies,,  the  hope  of  Spain,  and  the 
glory  of  her  sons. — Fiy — fly  to  the  field  of 
honour.  Happy  you  who  can  partake  in 
the  victory  which  is  awaiting  you.  Fly, 
while  there  are  still  enemies  to  combat. 
Life  or  death,  in  such  a  crisis,  is  inditferent. 
You,  who  shall  return,  shall  receive  the  re- 
ward of  gratitude  in  the  embraces  of  your 
country,  which  shall  proclaim  you  her  deli- 
verers.— And  you,  whom.  Heaven  destines 
to  sea!  with  your  blood  the  independence  of 
your  nation,  the  honour  of  your  women, 
and  the  purity  of  the  religion  which  you 
profess,  do  not  dread  the  anguish  of  the  last 
raoments  3  remember  in  these  moments  that 
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there  are  in  our  hearts  inexhaustible  tears  of 
tenderness,  to  shed  over  your  graves  5  and 
ft  rvent  prayers,  to  which  the  Almighty  Fa- 
ther of  mercies  will  lend  an  ear,  to  grant 
you  a  glory  superior  to  that  whicii  those 
who  survive  you  shall  eiii^y.  Conquer  or 
die,  noble  Audalusians.  'I'here  is  no  dan- 
ger but  in  fliijht.  Conquer  or  die,  and  vic- 
tory is  our.s. 

St   Yai;o,  June  2(). — The  Supreme  Junta 
oftliis    principality    hasten  to  communicate 
to  this  kingdom  the   information  they   have 
received  from  our  depuiies  in  Great  Britain, 
whose  government  olfers  a  succour  not  oidy 
to  this  principality,  but  every  other  princi- 
pality of  this  kingdom,  as  v/dl  be   seen  by 
th«  annexed  copy  of  i.he  letter  of  the  En- 
glish minister  to  our  deputies. 
rJis   Britannic  Maje'.tys  Dedaral'wn  to  the 
Envoys  of  Astiirias.      Dated  Ojjice  of  Fo- 
reign Ajj'ulrs,   VlihJune. 
My   !>ords — I  have  laid  before  my  sove- 
reign the   letter  which   you  were  authorised 
by  the  junta  of  the   principaiity  of  Asturias 
to  deliver  to  me,   'ogeth'?r  \^ith  the  powers 
entrusted  to  you  by  the  junta,  entreatii-.g, 
in  their  name,  his  M.ijesty'.s  assistance.   His 
Majesty  has  desired  me  to  assure  your  excel- 
lencies,  that    he    feels   the  waruiest  interest 
in  the  resolution  of  the  principalitv  of  Astu- 
rias  to  sustain  against  the  atrocious  usurper 
of  France   a   contest   in  favour  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the    Spanish   monarchy  :   that 
his  Majesty  is  disposed  to  grant  every  kind 
of  assistance  to  efforts  so  magnanimous  and 
praise- worthy. — His  Majesty  has,  therefore, 
ordered  me  to  declare,  that  no  time  shall 
be  lost  in  embarking  for  the  port  of  Gijon 
the  succours  that  you  require,  as  being  the 
most   pressingly   necessary  ;  he  will  besides 
send  a  naval  force  capable  of  protecting  the 
coast  of  Asiurias  against  any  attempt  which 
France  may  mske,  and  of  introducing  trooi)s 
by  sea   into   the   country — his   Majesty  will 
make  further  efvbrts  in  support  of  so  just   a 
cause. — His  [Majesty  has  also  ordered  me  to 
declare   to  your  excellencies,    his  readiness, 
to  extend  the  same  succours  to  every  other 
part  of  the   Spanish   monarchy   which  may 
be  animated  by   the  same  spirit  ot  theinha- 
bitants  of  Asturias,  as  well  as  his  Majesty's 
sincere  desire  to  renew  those  ties  of    friend- 
ship   which  subsisted   so    long   between  the 
two  nations,  and  to  direct  his  united  etForts 
against  any  power  which  may  evince  hostile 
intentions   against  Spain,  as  well  as  Great 
Britain. — I  recommend  to  your  excellencies 
to  communicate,    as  soon  as  possible,  to  the 
junta,  the    manner  in    which    his   Majesty 
has   received   the    proposals    transmitted  by 
your  excellencies.     A  ?fii:el  has  been  got 
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ready  at  roitsmouth,  to  carry  any  person 
you  may  think  proper  to  dispaich  — 1  beg 
your  excellencies  to  accept  the  asbiMatices  of 
my  bi^ii  coiibideralion.  (Signed)  Geokge 
Canning. 

Prtclamalion    of  Jdtniial  Cotton. 

Lunnha,  July  18,  1808. 
The  unflersigned  Admiial,  commanding 
the  ilevt  ot"  his  Britannic  uKijesty  on  the 
coast  of  Portugal,  loses  not  a  moment  to 
make  known,  that  he  has  received  an  ex- 
press from  the  loyal  inhabiiants  of  Sines,  and 
to  assure  thenj,  as  well  as  every  true  and  loyal 
Portuguese  engaged  in  a  just,  honourable 
and  gloiious  causr,  such  as 'the  re-establish- 
ment of  ilsrightlui  prince,  that  all  the  sup- 
port 1)  ing  m  the  ])ower  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty's fh^et  slriU  be  given. — Captsin  Smiih 
coniuianding  his  Britannic  msiiest)''s  ship 
Comus,  is  ci)argcd  to  deliver  tliis  express, 
and  instructed  to  proceed  to  Sines,  in  order 
to  lend  a  p  ompt  and  immediate  assistance. 
— The  Bnti-h  Admiral  undersigned  can 
jishurt  ihe  inhabitants  of  Sines,  and  of  ti)e 
whole  kingdom  of  Portugal,  that  the  most 
energetic,  v.doious,  and  decisive  efforts 
lia\e  been  displayed,  with  the  compleiest 
success  to  frustrate  the  perfidious  designs  of 
the  Freiich  against  the  independence  and 
fven  the  existence  of  this  nation.  The 
Fiench  ships  in  Cadiz  have  been  battered 
and  compelled  to  surrender  to  the  brave 
Spaniards  J  the  people  are  in  every  part 
risen  in  arms,  and  the  result  cannot  fail 
provinsj  glorious.  Similar  energy  must  be 
litlended  vviili  the  same  success  in  Portugal, 
and  thus  will  the  inhabitants  of  both  kiiji^- 
dcms  hold  an  equal  right  to  the  eiteem,  ap- 
plause, and  admiration  of  Europe. — The 
undersigiied  has  received  deputations  from 
the  pr.vii.cesol  the  North  of  Portug^al,  p.l- 
ready  m  arms,  swearing  to  re- establish  the 
government  of  their  legitimate  prince,  and 
to  resist  their  oj-presst  rs.  At  Oporto, 
Viana,  in  tntre  Minho  e  Douro,  and  part 
of  Beira,  100,000  Port  uguesti  have  risen  in 
arms;  and  if  their  gali;;nt  countrymen  in 
the  South  uniie  themselves  lo  them,  they 
tannot  tail  to  overthrow  the  >mall  band  of 
^Frenchmen  now  occupying  the  capital:  but 
to  vanquish,  unanimity  is  requisite;  let 
thetn  not  he  intimidated  by  menaces,  or  be 
corrupted  by  promises;  let  them  bravely 
and  lesoluiely  determine  to  rescue  them- 
selves troni  opprt-ssion,  and  to  restore  the 
go.t.rnin(;ni  of  their  lawful  prince — Gene- 
ral Jtuit  iias,  even  in  his  lat^  edict,  of  the 
2f5ih  of  June,  fulminated  the  most  san- 
guinary threats  against  the  inhabitants  of 
Portugal,:  ihcy  are  threatened  with  the 
d-.'struciion  cf  the  most  loyal  and  populous 


cities,  and  their  iuhabitant.s  doomed  to  th® 
point  of  the  sword,  by  a  handful  of  men* 
aniounting,  at  moat,  to  ten  thousand,  bear- 
ing no  comparison  to  the  population  of  Por- 
tugal.- Woe  to  the  criminal  oppressors,  if 
the  loyal  Portuguese  encounter  them  fear- 
less ;  the  right-  ousness  of  their  causs  must 
triunijih.  Noble  enthuhi.T=io  pervading  the 
ranks  can  never  be  daunted,  if  all  .?cces.s  to 
seduction  be  precluded.  A  vigorous  re- 
sistance, conjoined  to  the  energetic  efforts 
now  i-xerting  by  your  valorous  neighbours 
and  tricnd.s,  the  Spaniards,  resolutely  en- 
g.iged  in  the  same  glorious  cause,  must  have 
the  happiest  issue  ;  as  yet  there  are  thou- 
sands in  Portugal  anxious  to  emulate  the 
deeds  of  thtir  forefathers,  in  loyalty  and 
glory.  I  repeat  ir  to  each  loyal  Portuguese, 
that  all  the  aid  of  which  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's fleet  is  cipable,  shall  be  given  in  be- 
half of  a  cause  so  just,  glorious,  and  ho- 
nourable, as  the  restoration  of  its  lawful 
prince,  iti  whose  name  the  standard  ought 
lo  have  been  raised  in  the  south,  as  has  been 
done  in  the  north,  for  all  the  loyal  to  repair 
to. — Given  on  board  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship  Hibernia,  anchored   at    the    Mouth  of 

the    Tagus,     July     J,     IbOS. (Signed) 

Charles  Cotton,  adnural  of  the  blue, 
and  commander  in  chief  of  his  Britannic 
M  jesty's  fleet. 

Proclamalion  of  General  Castunos  to  the 
A'  daiuiians. 
Valliant  Andalusians  !  The  flame  of  pa- 
triotism has,  in  a  few  days,  burst  forth  with 
such  brillianry,  that  it  has  consumed  the  op- 
pies-iurs  of  the  nation  — You  desire  to  be 
free,  and  \\\  a  mornent  you  found  a  protect- 
ing government,  and  an  army,  anxious  for 
battle  and  for  triumph. — Those  legions  of 
Vandals,  who,  for  a  lime,  surprized  some 
ofyour  cities,  which  thev  delivered  up  to 
plunder  :  those  insolent  men,  puffed  up 
with  the  victories  they  had  gained  over  na- 
ti(ii).s  that  wore  not  united;  who  sold  by 
wholesale  the  plunder  of  Europe,  and  laid 
waste  the  most  fertile  fields  with  fire  and 
sword,  have  felt  what  the  love  of  country 
and  religion  can  do. — Valiant  Andalusians, 
yours  is  the  glory  of  Marengo,  of  Jena,  and 
of  Austerlitz.  'Jhe  laurels  that  adorned  the 
brows  of  tho.se  conquerors  are  at  your  feet. 
— immortal  glory  to  the  hero  who  has  re- 
newed in  the  Sierra  Morena  the  exploits  of 
Fabius  Maximus  !  Our  children  will  say — 
"  Castanos  has  triumphed  over  the  French, 
and  his  glory  did  not  fill  the  hou.ses  of  our 
lathers  with  mourning."  Unfading  laurels 
to  the  brave,  who  destroyed  ihe  insolent  op- 
pressors of  the  human  race  !  Blessings 
upon  the  wise  government  that  defended  our 


30;-)]  AUGUST  20,    \ms.— Official   Papers, 

rights  and  prepared  our  triumphs  ! — Yet 
jou  are  not  Andaiusinns  alone  ;  yon  are  Sp>T- 
niards.  Fly  ohildri^-n  ot  Spain  !  fly  to  your 
brethren  on  the  Ebro,  the  Doiiro,  and  the 
Xucar  :  fly  to  break  the  chains  ol'the  cap- 
tives of  the  Tagus,  of  Manzaiiares,  and  of 
Lobregat.— Blot  out  from  the  Spanish  soil, 
even  to  the  last  footstep  of  these  perfidious 
wretches — avenge  in  thfir  blood  the  insults 
they  have  oflercd  to  the  sh;uie  of  a  weak 
and  cowardly  government.  Hear  you  not  the 
cries  of  the  murdered  on  the  2d  May  ?  Do 
you  not  listen  to  the  lamentations  of  the  op- 
pressed ?  Are  you  not  movissd  by  the  secret 
sighs  of  our  Ferdinand,  weeping  his  sepa- 
ration from  his  countrymen  ? — War  and 
vengeance  ! — -Tremble,  tyrant  of  Europe, 
upon  your  throne,  where  you  are  covered 
with  all  sorts  ©f  crimes. — Valiant   Andalusi- 
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ans  !  Think  no  sacrifice  too  great  that  is  to 
recover  your  king,  and  restore  your  inde- 
pendence. You  possess  a  country.  Be  a 
gi^eat  nation  j  follow  the  paths  of  glory  and 
of  virtue,  which,  under  the  God  of  armies, 
have  led  you  to  this  first  victory  ! 
Surrender  of  General  Biipont.  From  the 
London  Gn%ette.  Downing  Street,  Au- 
gust )6,    ISOS. 

A  dispatch  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy,  has  this  day  been  received  by  the  right 
hon.  lord  viscount  Casiiereagh,  one  of  his 
majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  from 
lieutenant-general  Sir  Hew  D.^lryraple, 
K.B.  dated  Gibraltar,  July  24,  ISOS.  My 
Lord ;  I  enclose  a  Report  from  Captain 
Whittingham,  containing  the  details  of  a 
complete  victory  obtained  on  the  lyth  in- 
stant, by  General  Castanos,  over  the  French 
corps,  commanded  by  Generals  Dapont  and 
Wedel  :  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  congratu- 
lating your  lordship  upon  the  glorious  result 
©f  the  day. — I  have  the  honour  also  to  state, 
that  I  have  received  a  letter  from  General 
Castanos,  by  the  same  courier,  expressing 
the  satisfaction  he  h.is  received  from  the  ser- 
vices of  Captain  Whittingham.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.    H.  W.  Dalrymple. 

Head- quarters,  Andujar,  July  2\,  1808. 
— Sir  ;  1  liad  the  honour  to  inform  you,  in 
my  letter  of  the  17th  July,  that  in  a  coun- 
cil of  war  held  on  that  day  at  head-quarters, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  division  of  the  J\Tar- 
quis  de  Cimpigny  should  join  that  of  Major 
General  Reding,  and  that  the  attack  upon 
Baylen  should  be  undertaken  with  the  umted 
ibrce  of  the  two  divisions,  whilst  the  [bird 
division  and  the  reserve  should  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  enemy,  by  a  feigned  attack 
upon  Aadujar.  Major-General  Reding  en- 
tered Bayleu,  on  the  morning  of  the  IStii, 
2C  i^ine  o'clock  j   he  met  with  little  opposi- 


tion.    The  enemy  retreated  towards  La  Cn- 
rnlina.      Ihe  Major-Gencral  wrote    to   the 
Commander  in   Chief  for  orders,  either   to 
advance  against    Andujar,  or  to  pursue  the 
column  which  wns    retiring  upon  La   Caro- 
lina.    General  Castanos   ordered  him  to  ad- 
vance upon  Andujar  without  delay. — On  the 
\()\\\,  at  two  o'clock    in   the   morning,  the 
General   received  information  of  the  retreat 
of  the  French  from    Andujar.      Lieutenant- 
General  Peua,  with  the  reserve,  was  order- 
ed to  advance  immediately  towards   Baylen. 
The   French    began  their    retreat    at    nine 
o'clock  p.  m.  18th  July.     A  letter  from  Ge- 
neral Reding  informed   the  Commander  ia 
Chief    that   he    intended    commencing   his 
march  from  Baylen  towards  Andujar  at  three 
o'clock    a.  m.    igth  July.     At   two   o'clock 
p.  m.  theadvancetl   guard  of  General  Pena's 
division  came  up  with  the  enemv.     At  this 
moment  an  express  arrived  from  Major-Ge- 
neral Reding,  to  inform  the  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral  that  he  had  been  engaged  with  the  di- 
vision of  General  Dupont  from  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  till  eleven  ;   that  he  had  re- 
pulsed the  French,  and  remained  master  of 
the  field  of  battle.     The  guns  of   the    ad- 
vanced guard  of  Lieuienant -General   Pena's 
division  had  scarcely  begun  to  lire,  when    a. 
flag  of  truce  arrived,  to  treat  upon  the  terms 
«f  a   capitulation.     The    discussion  did  not 
last  long.—  General  Dupont  was  told  he  must 
surrender  at  discretion. — Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral  Pena  halted,    and  formed  his  division  up- 
on the  heights  of  Umbia,   distant  thsee  miles 
from  Baylen  ;  between  four  and  five  o'clock. 
General  Casterick,   Aid-de-Camp  to  Bona- 
parte, was  sent   by    General   Dupont    with 
orderf:  to  treat   with  General   Castanos   in 
person. —At  nine  o'clock,  p.  m.  Major-Ge- 
neral Reding  informed  the    Liputenant-Ge- 
neral,  that  during   the    truce    he  had   been 
treacherously  attacked  by  General  Wedel, 
wdio  was  just  come  from  La  Carolina  with  a, 
reinforcement  of    six    thousand   men  ;  and 
that  the  battalion  of  Cordova  had  been  sur- 
prised and  taken    prisoners,    together  with 
two  field-pieces.     The    negociations  lasted 
till  the   evening  of  the  20th,   and  the  glo- 
rious result  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose,   as 
also  an   exac  t  account    of   the     killed   and 
wounded,    on  both  sides,  as  I  have  been  abl^ 
to  collect  in  the  hurry  oH  the  moment,     The 
French  themselves  aclaiowledge  the  braverv 
and  steadiness  of  the  Spanish    troops  ;   their 
firmness,  constancy,  and  perseverance,   un- 
der the  greatest  possible  privations,  areAVor- 
thy  of  the  admiration  of  the   world,    parti- 
cularly when  it  is  remetnbered   tJiat  half  the 
army     is   composed*   of  new  raised    levies- 
The  Marquis  Coupigny  is  detached  with  hi.^ 
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division  to  take  immediate  possession  of  the 
p.isses  ot"  Sierra  ISIorena.  General  Castanos 
deserves  the  highest  praise  for  his  well  con- 
ceived plan,  an  J  for  the  cool  determination 
with  which  he  has  carried  it  uito  execution, 
in  spite  of  the  popular  clamoar  for  an  im- 
mediate attack  on  the  position  of  Andujar. — 
Whilst  the  ne^ociations  were  c.irri;>d  on, 
General  Castanos  received  an  intercepted 
dispatch  from  the  Duke  of  Rovego  to  Du- 
pont,  ordering  him  to  retreat  immediately 
upon  Madrid,  as  the  army  of  GalHcia  was 
rapidly  advancing.  This  determined  the 
General  to  admit  the  capitulation  of  G'^ncral 
Wedel.  French  Force. — Division  of  Du- 
pont,  SOOO  rank  and  file. — Division  of  We- 
del, O'OOO.— Total,  14,000.  — 6"'/ja//?.v/i  Force. 
— Reding,  9OOO. — Coupigny, — 5000— ^Pe- 
na,  IJOOO. — Jones,  5000. -Total,  2.5,OCiO''^. 
Nearly  3000  of  the  French  killed  aiid  wound- 
ed.—From  1000  to  1200  of  ilic  Spaniards 
killed  and  wounded. 

Terms  of  Capitulation, — The  division  of 
General  Dupont  prisoners  of  war.  The  di- 
vision of  Genj;";'.!  Wedel  to  deliver  up  their 
arms  till  their  arrival  at  Cadiz,  where  they 
are  to  be  embarked  and  sent  to  Rochefort, 
There  no  longer  exists  a  PVench  force  in 
Andalusia.  (Signed)  S.  Whittingham, 
13th  Light  Dragoons. — N.  B.  Tiie  division 
of  General  Dupont  is  also  to  return  to 
France  by  Rochefort, 

By  letters  received  from  lieut, -colonel 
Doy'e,  at  CoruMua,  and  from  major  Roche, 
at  Oviedo,  of  the  8th  and  9th  instant,  ad- 
dressed to  Vi>count  Castlereagh,  one  of  his 
majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  it 
appears,  that  various  letters,  from  respect- 
able authorities,  at  Madrid,  and  also  public 
gazettes,  had  been  receiveci,  both  at  Corun- 
na  and  Oviedo,  stating,  that  on  the  29lh 
ult.  in  the  evening,  the  French  began  the 
evacuation  of  Madrid.  Upon  the  30th  the 
evacuation  continued  ;  and,  wpon  the  31st, 
Joseph  Buonaparte,  with  the  remainder  of 
his  troops,  quitted  the  capital  for  Segovia. 
This  measi;re  wa,  attributed  to  the  French 
having  receiver-l  the  account  of  the  surrender 
of  general  Duponl's  army  in  Andalusia. — 
The  French  earned  with  them  all  the  artil- 
lery and  ammunition  they  could  find  means 
to  convey,  and  spiked  the  cannon,  and  da- 
maged tlie  powder  they  left  behind  j  they 
also  pluniered  the  palaces  and  the  treasury  ; 
they  were  followed  by  the  Spani.'-h  ministers 
who  ha^l  aclG'd  under  the  French,  and,  in 
general,  by  all  the  French  who  were  settled 
in  business  at  Madrid.  Upon  the  1st  of 
Angu.st  it  was  believed  there  was  pot  a 
Frenchman  remaining  in  the  capital. 

•« — , — 

*   Of  this  total,  one- half  peasantry. 


Admir ally -Office,  August  \Q,  1S03. — Copy 
of  a  Letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Lord 
Coli'ingwood,  Commander  in  Chief  of  His 
Majesty's  Ships  and  V>'ssels  in  the  Mcdi- 
ttrranean,  to  the  Hon.  IF.  W.  Pule,  dated 
on  hoard  the  Ocean,  off  Cadiz,  July  25, 
1808. 

Sir, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  yon, 
for  the  information  of  the  lords  corrrmission- 
evi  of  the  admiralty,  that  the  French  troops, 
under  general  Dupont,  consisting  of  about 
eight  thousand  men,  surrendered  themselves 
prisoners  of  war,  on  the  '20th  instant  ; 
having  lost  about  three  thousand  killed  in 
some  partial  actions,  which  took  place  on 
that  and  \he  three  preceding  days  — General 
Wedel,  with  about  six  thousand,  who  had 
arrived  to  reinforce  Dupont,  has  capitulated, 
on  condition  of  hi.*  corps  being  embarked 
and  fcnt  to  Rochefort. —  The  copy  cf  a 
letter  from  captain  V.'hittingham  to  lieut. - 
general  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  detailing  the 
operations  and  final  success  ot  the  Spanish 
forces,  I  beg  leave  to  inelose.* — I  amj  &c. 

COLLINGWOOD. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Charles  Cotton, 
Bart.  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  Cs'c.  ^c.  to 
the  Hon.  ly.  IV.  Pole,  dated  on  board  the 
Hibernia,  off  iheTagus,  the  SIj/  July, 
1808. 

Sir, — Inclosed  herewith  I  transmit,  for 
the  information  of  the  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty,  copy  of  a  dispatch  received 
by  me  this  day  from  Vice  Admiral  Lord 
Collingwood,  detailing  the  defeat  and  sur- 
render of  general  Dupont's  army,  together 
with  the  capitulation  of  the  force  under  ge- 
neral Wedel  to  general  Castanos  ;  by  these 
fortunate  events  the  whole  of  Andalusia  \% 
said  to  be  cleared  of  French  troops.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. —  (Signed) — 
C.  Cotton. 

Oaan,  off  Cadiz,  July  24,  1808.— By 
the  Scout  I  informed  yon,  that  the  French 
forces,  under  general  Dupont,  have  surren- 
dered to  the  Spanish  army  ;  and  having  to 
dfiv  received  from  the  president  of  the  su- 
preme junta  of  government  at  Seville  the 
official  account  of  it,  I  do  myself  the 
honour  of  transmitting  a  copy  of  it  for  your 
information.  —  Collingwood.  —  Admiral 
Sir  Charles  Cotton,  Bart.  Commamler  in 
Chief,  kc.  kc.  &:c.  off  the  Tagus. 

Most  Excellent  Lord,  —  It  is  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  that  the  supreme  junta 
informs  your  excellency  of  the  hapjiy  suc- 
cess which  our  arms  have  had  over  the 
French  army  under  generals  Dupont,  Wedel 

*  See  the  dispatch  from  lieut.  general  Sir 
Hew  Dalrymple  to  Lord  Viseount  Castle- 
reagh. 
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and  Gobert,  they  having  laid   down    their  i 
arms,  as  is  net  forth  in  the  inclosed  papers, 
which  accompany  this  for  your  inforuiaiion, 
being  persuaded  of  the   noble  interest   your  [ 
excellency  takes  in   our  most  just  cause. — 
The  victory  could  not  have  been  more  com- 
plete, and  there  does  not  remain  one  French- 
man in  Andalusia  ;  there  not  being  a  single 
individual  of  the  three  divisions,   which,  by 
their  own  statements,    amounted  to  more 
than  20,000  msn,  that  has   not  been  either 
killed   or  taken  prisoner. — The  rejvjiciog  is 
so  general  and  so  lively,  than  an    idea  of  it 
cannot  be  given  ;  and    we   expect  it  will  be 
the    same    in     your     lordship's    squadron, 
through  the  favour  which  the  Spanish  nation 
owes  to  British  generosity. — God  save  your 
excellency. — (Signed)   Fkancisco  de   Saa- 
VEDRA.    Vicente  Houe.    Antonio  Zt.m- 
ERANo.    Andres  Minan.    Juan  Baptista 
EsTELLER,    Secretary    of    State. — Palace  of 
ihe  Real  Alcares  of  Seville,  July  22,    1808. 
— To  his  Excellency  Admiral  CoUingwood. 


Intercepted  Correspondence  of  Gene-  i 
ral   Dupont,  I 

The  following  letters  form  an  interesting  { 
part  of  the  otiicia!  reports  of  Gen.  Castanos.  | 
They  were  seized  by  the  Marquis  de  Cou-  | 
pigny  on  a  courier  dispatched  by  Dupont, 
and  were  published  by  the  supreme  Junta  of  I 
Seville. 

To  the  Duke  de  Robigo  (late  General  Sjvn- 
ry),  general-in-chief  of  the  French  arituns 
in  Spai?!..     July  15. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the 
enemy  has  advanced  in  the  front  of  our  po- 
sition, with   all  his  forces,  before   Andujar, 
consisting  offrom  15,000  to  18,0'JOmen,  and 
artillery,  consisting  in    part  of  l2-pounders. 
While  we  were  attacked  in   front,  a   body 
of  3000  men,  which   had  passed  the  river 
below  Andujar,  came  through  the  middle  of 
the  Sierra  in   our  rear.     The  6th   provincial 
regiment    was   detached     to    combat  them, 
and  succeeded  in  repulsing  them.     Another 
body  offrom  5000  to  6030  men,  which  was 
at    Villanuova,    threatened    our   left  flank. 
Two  battalions  of  the   4th  legion   were   sent 
to  oppose   them,    and  a  brisk   engagement 
ensued  ;    but    the   enemy,  in   spite    of  his 
superiority,  could  not  throw  our  troops  into 
disorder;  and  the  adjoining  post,  by   means 
of  which  we  obtained  our  provisions,  was 
not  insulted.     In    like    manner,  the  enemy 
sent  a  considerable  body  beyond  Menjibar, 
situated  on   the  road  to  Jaen,    by  Baylen, 
General  Liger  de  Lair  covered  this  position, 
in  order  to  defend  the  road  to  Carolina,  and 
General  Bedel  passed  it  the  same  night  with 
his  whole  diviiion,  in  order  to  reinforc«i  it. 
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I  do  not  yet  possess   the   neces=;ary    details; 
but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Gen.  Bedel 
will  have  maintained  his  post  profitably.  Gen. 
Gobert  marched  'his  morriirjg  to  Baylen,  in 
ordc-r  to  support  General  Bedel.     His  divi- 
sion is  extremelv  weakened,  having  been  obli- 
ged to   detach  six  (jther  battalions,    three   of 
which  were  stationed  in  the  Mancha  and  tlie 
Sierra,  for  the  security  of  the  communica- 
tion.    It  is  of  the    utmost   importance   that 
thi>s  cor[)s  reunite  itself  as   soon    as    possible. 
The  enemy  has  taken    a   position    upon    the 
heights  before    Andujar.     Every   thing  an- 
nounces thai  to-monow  a   new  attempt  will 
be  made  more  serious   than   that  of  to-day. 
We  ihA\  resist  to  the    inmost.     Your  excel- 
lency knows  how   difficult  this   position  is, 
more  especially  since  provisions  are   to    be 
procured    in    the    day    with     the    greatest 
ditlicuUy.     The  soldier  is    obliged  to  reap 
the  corn  and   make    the  bread  at  the  .same 
time,    the  peasants  having  left   the  harvest 
to  join  the  rebels.     I   implore  your    excel- 
lency   to    send    the     neces'^aiy     reinforce- 
ments, in  order  to  resume  our  operations  in- 
stantly. Tlie  itiierests  of  his  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror and  the  King  of  Spain  demand  it ;  and 
it  is  a  raatrer  of  deep  regret  to  have  given  the 
enemy  an  opportunity    to     act    otfensively 
against  us.     To  day  we    have  sustained  an 
insignificant  loss  in  repelling'  the  attack  of 
the  enemy.      General    Bedel   preserves  his 
position,  and  [he  enemy  has  not  yet  gained 
any  advantage  over  us. 

7  o  the  same. — Julij  1 6. 
I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your 
excellency  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  of  yester- 
day : — The  enemy  maintains  the  same  posi- 
tion, and  occupies  the    heights    in  front   of 
Andujar.       He  has  erected     his     batteries 
within    cannon -.shot   of    our   tete   du   pont. 
We  suspect  that  he  will   renew   his  attack 
this  day,  and  w«  will  receive   him  with  the 
most   tjrm   determination   to   maintain    our 
position.      GenC'-al   Bedel  gna-'ds  t!;e  road 
from  Jaen  to  Baylen ;  and   I    have   charged 
him  to  watch  that  from  Jaen   to    Ubeda  ;   I 
have  also  charged   General  Gobert  to  guard 
the  road  to  Carolina  ;  as  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance in  maintaining  our  communication 
with  Madrid.     The  enemy  manifests   a  re- 
gular plan  in  his  attacks,    and    our  inaction 
has  given  him  courage.     I  believe,  as  I  have 
suggested     to    your  excellency  repeatedly, 
that  we  ought  to  lose  no  lime    in   resuming 
otiensive  operations  ;  if  not,  the  tire  of  in- 
surrection may  spread  from  the  South  to  the 
other    provinces  ;    and   the  regular    troops, 
which  are  dispersed,  may  be  drawn  to  take 
part  with  the  rebels.     It  is  better    that    we, 
for  the  present,    take  no  notice    whatever 
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of  those  p;'.rl:al  movemenls  which  may  arise 
in  some  points,  in  order  that  we  may  be 
able  to  march  with  sufficient  turce  against 
the  army  ot"  the  South,  which  is  in  open 
war  against  us.  Further,  I  beg  your  ex- 
cellency to  observe,  that  it  is  more  than  a 
month  since  we  have  occupied  Anuujar  ; 
ihat  this  country  has  been  ravaged  by  the 
banditti,  and  that  we  cannot  draw  from  it 
but  the  most  scanty  means  of  subsistence. 
The  troops  would  have  had  no  sustenance, 
if  the  soldier^  had  not  been  daily  employed 
in  reaping  the  wheat,  and  made  their  own 
bread  ;  but  now  that  t'ley  are  constantly  un- 
der arms,  they  cannot  employ  those  means. 
Your  excellency  will  know  how  impatient 
the  army  is  to  resume  their  operations,  and 
the  moment  of  doing  so  cm  never  come  too 
aeon.  I  beg  your  excellency,  to  assure  his 
majesty  ot  the  zeal  of  his  troops  in  his 
service.  Yesterday  they  gained  somewhat 
more  conlidence.  All  mclives  concur  to  in- 
duce us  to  light  instantly  a  decisive  battle, 
i>:c. 

To  General  Bfliard. — Juhj  iQ. 


the  dominion  of  a  single  monarch — were 
his  orders  capable  of  being  obeyed  and  exe- 
cuted along  the  coasts  of  every  country  on 
the  ftce  ot  ihe  globe,  and  were  his  sovereign 
resolutions  exempted  Irom  the  interruptions 
of  necessity  and  contingent  circumsiances, 
in  that  case  the  contine'ital  blockade  might 
be  practicable  and  clFective,  But  that  a  sin- 
gle kingdom  (or  empire,  if  you  will,  though 
it  does  not  command  the  western  maritime 
parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe)  should 
require  all  the  other  powers,  without  any 
regard  to  thtir  position,  relations,  and  wants, 
to  deprive  themselves  of  the  benefit  ot  com- 
merce,  to  forego  the  necessaries  and  conve- 
niences of  life,  to  destroy  their  siipi-rHuous 
native  productions,  and  to  dispense  with  all 
the  auxiliary  advantages  afi';rded  by  industry 
and  navigation,  is  an  extravagant  pretension, 
imjiracticable  with  regard  to  foreign  domi- 
nions, unjust  and  tyrannical  at  home.  It  is 
au  established  axiom,  that  maritiLue  ports 
are  the  fountains  of  national  riches,  from 
which  proceed  the  influx  of  specie,  and  all 
the  commodities,  both   of  the  rtist  necessity 


I  have  written  to  you,  my  dear  general,  |  and  of  luxury.     If  this  entrance  to    public 


the  result  of  the  alTair  of  yesterday.  We 
remained  master  of  all  our  positions  j  but 
we  confidently  expect  a  fresh  anack  this  day 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  I'his  day  h  the 
anniversary  of  the  victory  oi  Tolosa,  ob- 
tained over  the  Moors  ;  and  religious  prer 
possessions  confer  great  importance  upon 
that  epoch  in  the  minds  of  the  Spaniards. — 
I  have  written  to  the  geiieral  in  chief,  that 
we  have  not  a  moment  to  lose,  in  order  to 
quit  a  position  where  we  catmot  subsist. 
"I'hc  soldier  being  under  arms  all  day,  cannot 
leap  his  corn  and  make  bread  as  before,  for 
the  peasants  iiave  left  their  cottages  and  their 
harvests.  1  iuiplore  quick  leinforcements  ; 
in  a  word,  a  eurps  ot  troops  in  one  mass, 
and  not  removed  from  each  other  at  too 
great  distances.  1  beg  yon  to  provide  for 
keeping  up  the  communication,  so  that  the 
division  of  Gobert  may  unite  with  us.  U 
we  suffer  the  enemy  to  maintain  the  field  in 
the  Sou:h.  all  the  provinces,  and  the  other 
troo))s  of  the '.ine,  will  hasten  to  take  the 
part  of  the  rebels.  A  decisive  blow  in  An- 
dalusia will  contri-bute  much  to  the  subjuga- 
tion ol  all  Spain.  Send  me  mcdecines,  and 
Jinen  for  bandages,  with  the  utmost  promp- 
titude, for  the  enemy  intercepted,  in  the 
mountains,  a  mouih  ago,  all  the  i.iOving 
hospitals  and  the  supplies  from  Tolodo,  he. 


Bi.ocKA.nr,  of  Eng- 
— Fiuni  the  Corunna 


Is  T  H  r.   C  O  N  T I  N  F.  %•  T  A 
LAND  PRACTICAEL. 

GitXilie.. 

V/cio  the  old  and  new  continent?  under 


happiness  is  shut  against  the  human  race, 
men  must  confine  themselves  to  ihe  native 
products  of  tlie  soil,  and,  from  the  want  of 
the  precious  metals,  be  reduced  to  general 
indigence.  Without  this  resource  no  nation 
could  rai.se  itself  to  greatness  ;  armies  could 
not  be  maintained,  nor  conquests  projected 
and  executed  ;  and  hence  it  was  always 
wisely  conceived  that  that  power  wf)uld  com- 
mand the  continent  which  should  possess 
the  dominion  of  ilie  seas,  and  carry  on  a 
flourishing  commerce  and  navigation.  Not- 
withstanding these  undoubted  truths,  France, 
which  for  ninpteen  years  has  in  this  respect 
d.-.nc  nothing  but  project  the  most  ridiculous, 
quixotic,  and  almost  impossible  enteiprizes, 
ventured  to  declare  a  continental  blockade 
against  the  English,  and  that  too  before  she  was 
absolutely  mistress  of  the  coasts  of  Europe. 
The  novelty  of  the  idea  surprised  all  those  cre- 
dulous beings  who  admire  whatever  is  new 
and  extravagant ;  but  it  necessarily  attracted 
the  ridicule  of  all  true  politicians,  who  con- 
sidered it  as  an  ftdventuie  similar  to  (hat 
which  the  illustrious  hero  of  La  INIancha 
undertook  against  the  windmills,  which  he 
supposed  to  be  the  wicked  enchanters  ot  his 
fair  Dulcinea.  In  lart  the  report  of  Talley- 
rand, the  approbation  of  the  senate,  and 
tl)e  imperial  uecrce  of  Buonaparte  upon  this 
subject,  are  comic  originals,  which  would 
have  been  very  fair  game  to  such  men  as 
Plauttis.  Martial,  8cc.  Engaged  in  a  hazar- 
dous contest  with  Russia,  Sweden,  and 
Prussian- not  absolute  master  of  Dcamtiik, 
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Spain,  Austria,  Portugal,  and  Turkey,  and 
-even  before  he  had  yet  conquered  Calabria, 
and  expelled  from  the  Adriatic  and  the 
Mediterranean  the  Pope  and  the  Queen  of 
Etruria,  could  any  thing  be  more  ridiculous 
and  presumptuous  than,  under  such  ciicnm- 
stances,  to  decree  that  the  whole  continent 
should  shut  its  ports  against  the  English,  and 
sacrifice  its  interests,  commerce,  and  terri- 
tory, becnise  such  was  the  sovereign  plea- 
sure of  Napoleon?  The  decree,  however, 
went  forth  ;  and  the  exilted  imaginations  of 
French  visionaries  already  beheld  the  indus- 
trious Britons  expiring  under  their  burdens, 
and  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves.  What 
a  sad  picture  did  they  give  ns  of  their  situa- 
tion !  Great  Britain  presented  nothing  but 
inaclivity,  famine,  discontent,  and  frequent 
insurrections ;  and  there  were  some  who 
already  beheld  King  George  on  his  knees, 
imploring  peace  from  the  hero  of  the  age, 
tlie  arbiier  of  the  destinies  !  So  great  is 
the  influence  of  falseho  )d,  under  the  reign 
of  ignorance  !  But  the  English,  though  excom- 
municated by  the  bull  of  Buonaparte,  instc^ad 
of  declining,  continued  to  advance  in  riches 
and  strength,  whilst  specie  was  disappear- 
ing in  France  and  Spain  ;  and  the  man  of 
opulence  was  compelled  to  eat  the  same 
breakfast  with  the  porter,  for  want  of  sugar, 
coffee,  cocoa,  and  other  colonial  commo- 
dities. The  colonies,  both  Spanish  and 
French,  were,  in  consequence  of  this  de- 
cree, exposed  to  the  manifest  hazard  of  be- 
ing revolutionized,  and  proclaiming  them- 
selves independent.  Those  of  his  allies, 
who  exist  by  cominerce  alone,  would  have 
been  compelled,  as  the  only  means  of  saving 
themselves  from  total  ruin,  to  cast  off  the 
protection  and  alliance  of  their  lord  Napo- 
leon, and  his  armies  would  have  run  the 
risk  of  being  dissolved  and  dispersed,  in 
consequence  of  there  being  no  more  money 
to  plunder,  nor  kingdoms  to  conquer  ;  at 
the  same  time  that  having  no  maritime  force 
to  cope  with  the  British,  the  latter  would 
continue  in  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the 
commerce  of  the  Indies ;  and  the  necessity 
of  obtaining  the  productions  and  nvanu Pic- 
tures of  Eurojje  would  compel  the  inhabi- 
tants of  America  to  open  their  ports  to  the 
English.  The  project  was  therefore  ridicu- 
lous and  chimerical  3  and  Buonaparte  knew 
well  enough  that  this  was  not  the  way  to 
deprive  England  of  the  dominion  of  the 
seas,  nor  to  deiver  the  ports  of  the  con 
tinent  from  blockade,  and  to  retali:;te  in 
his  turn;  for  Engl  md  had  a  force  to  keep 
us  in  a  stale  of  blockade,  and  Buonapirte 
had  none  to  prevent  it.  But  he  longeJ  to 
conquer  ajid  divide  the  continent  amoijg  his 
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brothers,  and  devised  this  project,  to  con- 
ceal Irom  the  French  his  true  intention,  and 
that  he  was  dragging  that  n;!tion  into  th© 
field  of  slaughter,  for  the  pu-puse  of  crea- 
ting kings,  after  having,  in  order  that  they 
might  get  rid  of  kings,  Sfcrifiec-d  three 
nnilionscjf  the  youth  of  France  ;  and  thus 
he  disguised  thej.'rivatc  intere.t  of  his  "awn 
family  under  the  prelence  of  the  general  in- 
terestof  tlienati(;n.  Thisdeciee  was,  there- 
tore,  a  political  prognostic  of  t!:e  preu  eJita- 
ted  articles  of  the  peace  of  Tdsit,  and  the 
division  of  Europe  into  two  empires  : 
Bon:>parte  taking  to  himself,  for  the  present, 
all  that  part  of  the  cotitinent  which  extends 
from  the  Vistula  to  Corfu,  and  is  bounded 
by  the  Baltic,  the  Ocean,  theMrditerranean, 
and  the  Adriatic,  leaving  the  re;.t  to  Russia  : 
so  that  this  project  compreher,ded  the  con- 
quest of  Spain,  Portugal,  Etruria,  the  P.^pal 
States,  Denmark,  and  the  Hanse  lowns, 
and  uhimately  Austria,  which  was  the  only 
thing  wanting  to  complete  his  work  of  de- 
solation. All  were  included  in  his  decree 
of  continental  blockade;  and  this  was  a 
sweeping  expedient,  in  order  to  furnish  a 
decent  pretence  for  the  entrance  of  his  ar- 
mies, whose  approach  would  have  been  pre- 
ceded by  proclamations,  afiirming  that  they 
came  only,  to  compel  the  comm.on  enemy 
to  keep  within  h's  own  limirs,  and  to  con- 
clade  a  maritime  peace.  The  French  ap- 
peared on  the  stage,  and  the  performance 
commenced  ;  and  those  who  in  tiie  iirst  act 
performed  the  parts  of  friendship  and  mode- 
ration, in  the  second  boldly  I'.i'-ew  off  the 
mask,  and  represented  the  robberies  and 
frauds  of  their  leader  and  his  gang.  Ths 
English,  beyond  all  comparison  wiser  and 
more  sagacious  than  the  French,  saw,  in  the 
execution  of  the  decree  of  continental 
blockade,  the  destruction  of  the  monstrous 
empire  of  France,  and  the  recovery  of  the 
freedom  of  Europe  and  the  world.  They 
protected  their  allies,  and  left  the  other pov.- 
ers  to  be  undeceived  by  experience.  Ail  (  f 
them  are  accordingly  undeceived,  and  r;.s«)h- 
ed  to  shake  off  the  yoke.  They  open  their 
hearts  and  their  pons  to  the  English,  who  are 
capable  of  affording  them,  in  the  most  gene- 
rous and  energetic  manner,  copious  aids  of 
every  description  ;  and  on  opening  the  con- 
mnnication,  they  find  that  Gieat  Britain, 
instead  of  being  sunk  into  dejection  and 
poverty,  is  much  more  flourishing  and  opu- 
lent than  before.  They  blush  fur  having 
])laced  any  confidence  in  the  French,  com- 
plain of  their  sedcciive  proclamations,  and 
fjr  ever  detest  and  abjure  their  friendshi;i. 
Tiiey  acknowltdgo  wuh  shanie  the  a!)surd 
and   extravagant  course   which   thev    v."e;e 
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pursuinr;,    in  leiuling  their  ;)id  to  tlie  conti-  j 
nent  :1   blockade  :    they    now  hold   it    tip  to 
ridicule,    and    swear   eternal   friendship   to 

Great  Britain.  

Austria. — PrcJamalion  iasued  ly  the  Em- 
peror of  ylustiia,  for  (nga',i%:n^  a  Na- 
tional Ltic't'  en  Masse.  Dated  yitnna, 
June  g,   1808. 

We,  Francis   I,    by  the   Giace  of  God, 
Emperor  of  Austria,  Kingof  Hnngnry,  Bo- 
hemia, Gallicia,    and    Lndonieria,    &c.  &:c. 
Archduke  of  Austria,    &:o.  &c  -  We   have 
discovered   to   our   beloved   subJLH:ts,  in  our 
letters  patent,  of  the    12lh  ult.   our  design 
attending   the   organization  of  the  reserves, 
namely,  the  defence  of  the  monarchy,  which 
is  to  be  founded  on  such  means  as  to  afford 
us  the  possibility  of  facilitating  the  finances 
of  state  by  a  reduction  of   the  regidar  army. 
—In  this   design  we  have  found  it  good  to 
organize  a   national  levee  in  masse,  tending 
to  defend   the   country. — We  do,    for   this 
end,  choose  a  period  when  we  are  in  friend- 
ly  reiatit)n  with  all  the  powers  of  the  Con- 
tinent— for  only  then,  if  such  measures  are 
ripely  adopted,  and  cemented  by  time,    can 
success  be  expected  from  them,  in  case  they 
should  become   needful. — To  execute  these 
measures,    we   have  appointed  plenipoten- 
tiaries, whose  knowledge,  zeal,  and  attach- 
ment to  our  person  and  the  state,   have  been 
reperitedly  tried,  viz.  for  Austria,  Carniola, 
Carinthia,   Sliria,    Triest,    and    Saltsburgh, 
oar  anlic  commissioner,  Cou.Mt  Von  Saurau. 
—For  Bohemia,  Moravia,  and   Silesia,  our 
serene  cousin,  his  Royal  Highness  the  Arch- 
duke Ferdinand,  with  our  Upper  Burgrave 
Von  Wallis  and  Governor  Co^nt  Lazansky. 
— For   Lower   Austria,  and  Austria  on  the 
Ems,  our  serene  cousin,  his   Royal  High- 
ness  the  Archduke  Maximilian,   with    the 
President  Count  Von  Bissingen  and  Baron 
Von  Hackelberg — For  Gallicia,   our  gene- 
ral of  cavalry.  Count  Von  Bellegarde,  and 
the   vice  president   of  government.    Count 
Von  Wurmser.     They  have  received  defini- 
tive instruction  as  to  the  manner  and  tin-;e 
of  execution,    and  will  take   the  other  re- 
quisite measures  accordingly. — We   expect 
our   bsloved   subjects,     who    have    always 
sliewn  in  a  most  laudable  manner  theii  un- 
sh.iken  devotion    and    fidtlily    towards    us, 
will  acknowledge  in  that  regulation  the  full 
meastire  of  our  paternal  designs,  and  assist 
to  carry  tlKm  intotllect  with  all  their  might, 
as  a  measure  inseparable  from  tlieir  welfare. 
TliC  activity  and   prudence  displayed  in  this 
bu:iineKS  shall   obtain   our    special  appioba- 
tion,  and  recommend   them  who  shall  lau- 
dably distinguish  themselves  in   this  particu- 
hw. — Given  in  our  capiud  and  place  of  ic- 
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srdence,  Vienna,  June  Qth,  in  the  year 
1608,  and  of  our  reign,  the  eighth  year. — 
Francis — Aloys,  Count  Von  Ugartc,  First 
Chancellor.  Joseph,  Baron  Von  der  Mark. 
Joseph  Cm.^rlfs,  C(nint  of  Diedrightein. 
JoaLPH,  Baron  Von  Kielmansegge. 
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Portugal. —  Prorlamalion  of  the  Duhe  of 
Alranles  fthe  French  General  JunotJ  Ge- 
vfral  in  Chief  (f  the  Jnny  (f  Portugal,  to 
the  Porli/guese.  Dated,  Palace  of  Lis' 
hn,   Ju7ie  26,    ]  Bt^S. 

What  phrenzy  agitates  you  ?  Into  what 
an  abyss  of  calamities  are  you  about  to  plunge 
yourselves  ?      After  seven    months   of    the 
most  perfect  tranquillity,  of  the  most  com- 
plete harmony,  what  cause  have  you  to  rush 
to   take    up     arms — and    against     whom  ? 
Against  an  army  which  was  to  secure  your 
independence,  which  was  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  your  country,  and,  in  a   word, 
without  which  you  would  cease  to  be   Por- 
tuguese.     W^ho  can  thus  urge  you  on  to  be- 
tray your  own  interests  ?  Do  you  then  wish 
that  the  ancient  Lusitania  should  henceforth 
be  no  more  than  a  province  of  Spain  ?  What 
can  you  expect  in  a  contest  with  an  army, 
numerous,  valiant,  and   inured    to  war,  in 
whose  presence  you  would  be  dispersed  like 
the  sands  of  the   desert,  by  the  impetuous 
blasts  of  the   south  wind  ?  Do  you  not  p  r- 
ceive  that  those  who  mislead  you,  look  not 
to   what   may  further   your   interests,    but 
solely  to  the  means  ofgratifying  their  revenge, 
and,     provided   the  continent    is  disturbed, 
what  signifies   it   to  them   how  much  blood 
may  flow  ?  vSliould  those  perfidious  islanders 
land  on  your  territory,  leave  me  to  combat 
them  ;  this  is  the  duty  of  my  army  ;  yours 
is  to  remain  peaceably  in  your  fields,     I  pity 
your  error ;  but  should   you    persist   in   it, 
should    you    continue   deaf  to    my   voice, 
tremble  ;  your  punishn^icnt  shall  be  terrible. 
Can  you  regret  a  dynasty  which  had  aban- 
doned you,  and  who.se  government   has  so 
humiliatedyou,  that  you  were  no  longer  ranked 
among  the  nations  of  Europe  ?    Wliat  do  you 
wish  for  ?  To  remain  Portuguese  ?  To  be  in- 
dependent ?  This  the  great  Napoleon  has  pro- 
mised you.  You,  yourselves,  have  earnestly 
entreated  of  him  a  king,  who,  aided  by  the 
oninipotcnce  of  that   great  monarch,  might 
raise  up  again  your  unfortunate  country,  and 
replace  her  in  the  rank  which  belongs  to  her. 
Doubtless,  at  this   moment,  your  new  mo- 
narch  is  on  the  point  of  vi'iiting   you.     Ho 
expected  to  find   faithful  subjects  3   shall  he 
find   only  rebels  ?     I   expected  to   have   de- 
livered over  to    him   a   peaceable  kingdom, 
and  fiourishing  cities.     Shall  I  be  obliged  to 
shew   hiiii  only  ruinSj  and  heaps  of  ashes. 
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and  dead  bodies  ?  Would  he  reign  over  a 
desolate  country  ?  Certainly  not.  You 
would  only  be  an  unfortunate  province  of 
Spain,  Your  customs,  your  laws,  every 
thing  has  been  preserved.  Is  not  your  reli- 
gion ours  ?  Has  it  suffered  the  slightest  in- 
sult ?  Are  not  you,  on  the  contrary  those 
who  violate  it  ?  You  yield  to  the  seduction 
and  guidance  of  heretics,  whose  only  wish 
is  to  destroy  you  and  your  religion.  Ask  the 
unfortunate  Irish  catholics  what  oppression 
they  groan  under  in  their  own  country,  and 
by  the  orders  of  their  own  government. 
Is  it  not  you  who  violate  it,  by  obeying  the 
ministers  of  that  holy  religion,  (whose  first 
precept  is  obedience  and  submission  to  the 
laws,)  when  they  dare  to  instigate  you  to 
cominit  murder  and  assassination  upon  men 
who  lived  in  the  rnidst  of  you  as  brothers  ? 
Let  them  tremble  !  They  will  pay  dear  for 
the  calamities  which  they  inflict  upon  you  ; 
but  you,  Portuguese,  will  be  the  unfortunate 
victims  of  their  crimes. — If  there  still  exist- 
ed a  few  abuses  in  the  administration,  the 
experience  of  each  fuccessivj  day  was  dimi- 
nishing them.  My  decree  of  the  l4th  of 
June  has  already  regulated  an  interesting 
branch  of  the  finances,  by  settling  the  pay 
of  the  soldiers  on  a  sure  footing.  The 
salaries  of  the  administrators  and  judges 
are  regtilarly  paid.  The  emperor  Napoleon, 
satisfied,  in  consequence  of  ray  reports, 
with  the  public  spirit  in  this  kingdom,  has 
just  remitted  the  half  of  your  contribution  j 
and  it  is  at  the  instant  thai,  he  is  accomplish- 
ing all  your  wishes,  that  you  permit  your- 
selves to  be  hurried  away  by  the  influence  of 
a  few  miscreants  ;  it  is  at  the  moment  of 
reaping  the  fruit  of  your  tranquillity— "it  is  at 
the  instant  that  happiness  is  within  your 
grasp,  that  you  deliberately  cast  away  from 
you  even  the  most  distant  hope  of  it.  Well ! 
Portuguese,  you  have  only  the  interval  of  a 
moment  to  implore  the  clemency  of  the 
emperor,  and  to  disarm  his  wrath.  Already 
his  armies  in  Spain  approach  your  frofjticrs  ; 
if  you  hesitate,  you  are  undone.  Lay  down 
your  arms  j  return  in  peace  to  your  homes  ; 
imitate  the  tr.inquillity  of  your  capital,  and 
the  adjacent  provinces  ;  follow  your  agricul- 
tural pursuits  ;  reap  that  fine  harvest  which 
heaven  has  sent  you,  after  so  many  alarms  of 
a  dreadful  famine,  from  which  1  have  been 
able  10  preserve  you.  Expel  v,'ith  horror 
from  am-ong  you  those  wretched  miscreants 
whose  only  object  is  the  pillage  of  your  cities. 
Merit  pardon  by  prompt  submission,  and  a 
prompt  obedience  to  my  orders ;  if  not, 
think  of  the  punishment  which  awaits  you. 
—Every  city,  town,  or  village,  which  shall 
take  up  arms  against  my  forces^  and  whose 
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inhabitants  shall  fire  upon  the  French  troops, 
shall  be  delivered  up  to  pillage,  and  totally 
destroyed  j  ana  the  inhabitants  .'.hall  be  put 
to  the  sword.  —  Every  individual  taken  in 
arms,  shall  be  instantly  shot. — Dcjne  at  the 
head  quarters,  in  the  Palace  of  Lisbon,  June 
26",  1803.— (Signed)  The  Duke  of  Abkan- 

TES. 


Tuscany. — From   the   Paris  Papers,  July 
16,   1803. 
In  pursuance  of  an  imperial  decree,  dated 
the  J 2th  of  May,  ^it  Bayonne,  an  extraordi- 
nary junta  is  appointed  to  conduct  the  admi- 
nistiation  of  Tuscany.     It  consists  of  general 
Menou,  the  councillor  of  state  Auchy    and 
the  masters  of  the  rolls  Chaban,  Degerando, 
and  leaner,  together  with  the  auditor  Eaibe 
Eerton  Crillon.  secretary  general.     Gener;l 
Menou  takes  (he  title  of  governor,  is  invest- 
ed with  the  chief  command  of  the  troop?, 
and  will  otiiciate  as  president   of  the  juntf. 
According  to  a  decree  of  the  junta,  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  of  the  extraordi- 
nary junta  will  be  notifii^d  to  all  the  civil  and. 
military  authorities  of  the  three  departments 
of  Tuscany.     T!ie  following  prccldmation  to 
the  inhabitants  of  that  country  has  been  or- 
dered to  be  published  and  placarded  all  over 
the  three  departments : — Tuscans  !  His  ma- 
jesty the  emperor  and  king  has  been  pleased 
to   confer  upon  you  the   honour  of   being 
adopted  into  the  great  family,  and  of  uniting 
yourselves  to  the  destiny  of  the  empire  forn  - 
ed  by,his  genius.     Napoleon  the  great  adopts 
you    as  his  children,  and  the  French  salute 
you  by  the  name  of  brothers. — This  adoption 
promises  to  you  all  the  effects  of  the  bene- 
ficent cares  of  our  illustrious  emperor — the 
protector  of    religion    and    morality. — You 
will     now    be    happy.      You    will  receive 
a    code   of    laws,     which    being    the   eft- 
spring   of    wisdom'  and    the   experience    of 
ages,  secures  the  rights  of  property,  and  the 
stability  of  families.     Your  agriculture  and 
industry  will  flourish.     You  will  restore  to 
Tuscany,  the   native   country  of  a  Dante, 
Gallileo,  and  Michael   Angelo,  the  Athens 
of  Italy,  that  splendour  which  the  Belles- 
Lettres,  the  arts  and  sciences,  of  which  it 
was  the  cradle  to  modern  Europe,  formerly 
conferred    upon    it. — Delegated     from    the 
greatest  of    heroes   and   of  sovereigns,  our 
first  wish   is  to  merit  your  attachment.     To 
attain  this  purpose,  we  have  nothing  more  to 
do   than   to  make  you  acquainted  with,  and 
faithfully  to  fulfil  the  instructions  which  we 
have  received.     Your  feelings  have  even  an- 
ticipated our  wishes ;  and  already,  not  less 
than   ourselves,  your  esteem,  leve,  and  ad- 
mire   our    illustrious    emperor. — Tuscjus  ! 
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Yuu  arc  a  j^ooJ,  a  virtuous,  and  a  loyal  peo- 
ple. The  emperor  knows  and  esfeenii  you. 
Place  your  wliole  conliJencc  in  him.  Let 
violent  men  of  all  parties  become  silent,  and 
forego  their  absurd  expectations.  Let  the 
brave,  the  wise,  and  the  imp.trtial  classes 
of  persons  unite,  and  as  in  all  other  parts 
of  France,  possess  one  soul  and  one  liearc. 
It  is  by  such  conduct,  that  you  will  tnnke 
yourselres  worthy  of  being  the  children  of 

Napoleon.  

British  Army. — General  Orders. 
1st,  The  otiicers   of    infantry,  with   the 
exception  of  the   mounted   officers,  are  to 
wear  black  cloth  legi:;ins  when  on  dutv,  and 
at  all  inspections  and  reviews. — 2d,  Oriicers 
are  to  wear  their  hats  straight  when  o\\  the 
parade  or  on  duty,  and  not  with  the  corners 
in  front. — 3J,  The    m  )untcd  officers  of  in- 
fantry to  wear  the  shoulder  belt  and  regu- 
lation  sword. — 4;ii,    Lace  on   the  skirts  of 
the  officers'  coats  is  contrary  to  regulations' 
and  mast  bs    discontinued. — 5th,  The   st'ifF 
sergeants  to  be   dressed  according   to  regu- 
lations :     the  sergeant-major,  and   quarter- 
master-sergeant, to  be  distinguished  only  in 
the  m-'nner  pointed  out, — 6th,  The   bugle 
horn  players  to  be  dressed  as  the  drummers 
of  the  regiment. — "Jih,  The  men  are  to  c:^r- 
ry  their  great  coats  at  inspections  and  reviews, 
as  likewise    on   all  duties. — 8th,  Regiments 
not  provided  with  grenadier  caps  and  pioneer 
appointments,   are  to  be  iminedialeiy   sup- 
plied.— plh.  The  plates  on  the  caps  of  some 
of  the  corps,  nnd  the  sergeants'    swords  and  ' 
sashes,   (the  latter  being  crimson)    are  re-  ! 
ported  contrary  to  orders.     They  must  be  in  | 
strict  conf(M-mi!y  to  the  king's  regnl.uions  ;   | 
and  the  general  olHcers  will  give  orders  ac-   ! 
cordingly,  and  see  tliat  they  are   complied  ; 
with. — 10th,  The  clothing  is  to  ba  made  up  ! 
in  strict  conformity  to  the  sealed  pitterns  ; 
and  general  officers,  when  inspecting  regi-  ( 
ments,  are  enjoined  to  pay  particular  atten- 
tion on  this  head,  and  to   report  any  devi- 
ation therefrom,  for  which  commanding  of- 
jicers  will   be  m.^de  responsible. — It  appear- 
ed some  time  back,  on  an  inspection   being 
made  of    the  clotliing  of    the    militia,  that 
the   coats   of    many     regiments    were    so 
tight,  p.articularly  in  the  sleeves,  as   not  to 
admit  the  waistcoat  being  worn,  which  was 
supposed  to   be  the  cjuse  of    the  sickness 
which  prevailed  at  the  close  of  the  last  win- 
ter, and  the  early  part  r,f  the  spring.  The  co- 
lonels mu-;t  be  cautioned  with  respect  to  the 
ensuing  clothing,  and    the   general   officers 
will  be  careful    to  sec    that   the   men   have 
on  the  proper  waistcoat  with  sleeves,  which 


is  always  to  b",  worn,  ex'^ept  in  very  hot 
weather.  (Sip;ned)  W.  Sheij?eu,  Maj.  A. 
Assist.  Adj   Gen.  I.  D. 

Sweden. — From  the  Stockholm  Gazette. 
Head- quarters,  Gralsby,  July  2" — ITis 
royal  ma)esty  received  yesterdav  the  follow- 
ing report  from  field-marshal  Count  Kling- 
spur.  dnted  Head  quarters.  New  Caileby, 
the  20ih  instant. 

I\Jy  hist  report  was  of  the  Qth  instant, 
and  was  dispatched  by  mes-.enger  Brolin. 
Major  Fleandt  was  since  forced  to  retreat 
from  Peroo  and  Kockonsari,  and  to  fall  back 
upon  Dinkas.  By  this  reirogade  movement 
the  rear  of  our  army  was  so  much  exposed, 
that  nothing  but  a  brisk  attack  on  the  ene- 
n)v's  main  force,  near  Lappo,  coald  ward 
off  the  impending  danger.  I  therefore  or- 
dered mrijor  general  Adlercreutz  to  take 
the  comiuaad  of  the  troops  assembled  near 
Lo  ver  Ilarma  to  attack  the  enemy,  whicl; 
was  done  on  the  14th  inst.  with  so  much 
success,  that  victory,  although  dearly  bought, 
declareJ  in  favour  of  your  majesty's  troops. 
l'!ie  enemy  has  retreated  since  that  action  to 
Salrni,  and  taken  up  there  a  strong  and  advan- 
tageous position.  —  Before  the  above  ex- 
pedition against  Luppo  was  undertaken,  a 
S>\'edish  brigade,  with  a  considerable  park 
of  artillery,  marched  under  tiie  orders  of 
Colonel  Won  Es^en  tr.om  Socklott  to  Dun- 
kars,  to  join  major  Fleandt's  corps,  and 
make  a  diversion  in  that  quarter;  but  the 
enemy's  position  was  found  so  strong, 
as  to  render  an  attack  in  front  utterly  impos- 
sible. I  accordingly  ordered  Colonel  Essen 
to  endeavour  to  turn  the  enemy  ;  but  before 
he  was  able  to  perform  that  inovemen?,  he 
received  intelligence,  that  the  enemy  had 
left  the  above  position,  and  was  retreating, 
burning  and  destrovingall  the  bridges  imme- 
diately after  he  had  passed  them.  Colonel 
Von  Essen  is  in  full  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
and  I  entertain  soma  hope,  that  this  opera- 
tion will  soon  force  the  eneiny  to  quit  Salmi, 
and  fall  back  to  Knortane  and  Alawo. — 
Colonel  Sandals  has  reported  from  Sawolax, 
that  he  detached  major  Aerenkihl,  with  500 
men,  in  fifty  small  boats,  to  make  an 
attack  on  nine  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats 
which  had  sailed  from  Kuopio  :  although  the 
object  of  this  attack,  to  take  the  above  gun- 
boats, could  not  be  attained  on  account  of 
the  enemy's  superior  weight  of  metal,  and 
the  wind  coming  foul,  yet  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats were  compelled  to  make  a  precipitate 
retreat  to  Ivuopio  — M.  Kr.ixGSPOR,  —  Field 
marshal  and  izcneral-iu-chief  of  the  armv. 
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LETTER    L 
TO  THE  INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF    THE 

CITY    AND  LIBERTIES   OF   WESTMINSTER. 

St   Austle,   Cornirall,  Jug.  22,    1S08. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  now  sometime  since  1 
had  tlie  honour  of  addressing  a  letter  to 
you.  Indeed,  having  coniplstely  extricated 
yourselves  from  the  tfanimels  of  the  regu- 
larly drilled  opposition,  as  well  as  from  those 
of  (he  ministry  of  the  day  ;  having,  by 
actions  as  well  as  by  words,  clearly  proved 
that  you  are  no  longer  to  be  made  the  dupes 
of  any  set  of  trading  politicians,  there  re- 
mained nd  longer  any  occasion  for  me  to 
trouble  you  with  my  advice.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  with  a  view  to  convey  to  you 
either  advice  or  instruction  tliat  I  now  ad- 
dress you.  My  object  is  to  con}municat(-'  to 
the  nation  at  large  facts,  which  I  have  re- 
cently collected,  which,  in  time,  may,  if 
deeply  imprinted  upon  the  minds  of  men, 
become  of  great  public  utility,  and  I  choose, 
as  the  vehicle,  an  address  to  you  j  first,  be- 
cause I  am  always  anxious  to  show  you 
marks  of  iHy  respect,  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause, as  it  will  evidently  appear  from  the 
secpiel,  the  conduct  of  the  persons,  of  whom 
I  shall  have  to  speak,  is  of  that  sort  which 
you,  above  all  other  men  in  the  kingdom, 

have  a  right  to  canvass  and  to  judge  of. 

The  subject  is  that,  in  which,  more  than  in 
any  other,  you  have,  of  late  years,  shown 
that  you  took  an  interest  ;  namely,  the 
means  thai  ai  e  used  for  reluming  Meinl-ers 
to  Ike  Commons  House  of  Parlimnent  ;  but, 
when  you  observe  what  part  of  the  king- 
dom it  is,  whence  I  address  you,  you  will 
not  anticipate  anv  very  striking  instances  of 
those  salutary  etfects,  which  many  persons 
were  saUL^uine  enough  to  expect  from  the 
excellent  example,  given  by  you,  of  purity 
of  election. 

On  the  ipth  and  the  20th  of  this  month, 
there  were  two  Trials,  at  the  assiz^-s,  held 
at  Bodmin,  in  this  county,  and,  it  is  the 
facts,  brought  to  light  upon  these  trials, 
that  I  am  about  to  communicate,  havin-f 
taken  particular  pains  correctly  to  colkct 
them. ^As  fur  yourselves,  yo*  appear  to 


have  imbibed  a  fhorougli  conviction,  that, 
until  the  constitution  be  again  acted  upon, 
in  substance  as  well  as  in  form,  with  respect 
to  the  electing  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, there  will  be,  and  can  be,  no  really 
useful  reform,  of  any  kind,  take  price  : 
that  all  the  talk  and  all  the  attempts,  relat- 
ing to  abuses,  will  in  future,  as  they  hither- 
to have,  produce  no  other  ultimate  eflect, 
than  that  of  causing  new  burthens  to  be 
laid  upon  the  people  ;  that  it  is  foolish  to 
hope  for  any  of  the  political  changes,  which 
all  good  men  would  wish  to  see  take  place, 
until  measures  be  adopted  to  give  good  men 
a  chance  of  having  a  voice  in  the  returning  ox 
those,  who  have  the  power  to  promote  or  to 
prevent  such  changes  J  that,  in  short,  while 
the  source  is  foul,  while  ihat  is  poisoned  by 
corruption,  it  must  be  foily  in  the  extreme, 
or  the  basest  hypocrisy,  to  believe,  or  affect 
to  believe,  that  the  stream  can  be  pure.  Vv'ith 
respect  to  the  foulness  of  the  source,  gene- 
rally speaking,  there  are  few  persons  who 
have  any  doubt  ;  and,  except  the  Edin- 
burgh Reviewers  and  their  disciples,  in- 
cluding your  old  friends,  the  'Vhig  refnrmtrs, 
there  are  no  persons,  not  interested  in  the 
trade  of  votes,  M'ho  do  not  lament  the  ex- 
istence of  the  evil.  All  men  have  a  general 
notion  of  the  vile  traffic  that  is  carried  on 
in  Boroughs;  but,  notions  received  from 
general  descriptions  have  not  upon  the  mind 
the  same  effect  as  those  which  are  received 
from  a  detail  cf  facJts,  especially  when  that 
detail  is  of  undoubted  authenticity.  For 
this  reason  it  v/as  that  I  attended  personally 
the  tv\'o  trials  above  spoken  of,  took  down 
the  evidence  with  great  care,  and  strctiv 
watched  the  whole  course  of  the  proceec- 
ings  ;  and,  in  now  conmiunicaliug  to  you, 
and  to  the  public  through  you,  what  tran- 
spired and  what  took  place  upon  thi^  occa- 
sion, I  am  not  without  hopes,  that  some- 
thing may  be  done  towards  the  producing 
of  (hat  deep  and  general  abhorrence  ot" 
these  corrupt  practices,  which  must  precede 
the  adopting  of  measures  for  their  uestruc- 
tion. 

In  both  of  the  cases,  to  which  the  tri:i!? 
reliitsd,  Mk  CuKiS-TOFUKR  Hawkins,  Ba- 
ronet, was  the  prni'Hi.d  party  accused.  TliS 
first  was  a  prosecution  of  hin^  and  eightcta 
othcr«(  (aiutiagst   whom  was  a  cler^v  -uru;) 
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by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  a  i  in  eviilence.     From  this  intention,  liowever, 
conspiracy  to  corrupt  the  voters  of  the  Borongli   !  I  wns  induced  to  ciop:irt  by  the  doctrine  laid 


of  Plkryn,  in  this  county.  The  charge 
was  in  substance  ihis  :  that,  in  the  year  1805, 
there  was  a  committee  formed  in  the  bo- 
rough ;  that  this  committee  was  composed 
of  all  the  accused  parties.  Sir  Christopher 
Hawkins  excepted  ;  that  these  parties,  about 
the  month  of  November,  1805,  drew  up  a 
paper,  which  was  to  be,  and  which  after- 
wards was,  preisented  to  Sir  Chri.Uophcr 
Hawkins  ;  that,  in  this  paper,  it  was  stal- 
ed, in  the  (oiw.  of  stipulations,  that,  in  re- 
tain for  the  patronage  of  the  Rorough,  to 
be  given  unto  him.  Sir  Christopher  Haw- 
kins should,  amongst  other  things  to  be  by 
him  done,  pay  annually  to  the  two  overseers 
of  the  poor  ten  guineas  each,  and  that,  be- 
sides this,  he  should  pay  to  certain  other 
persons  twenty-four  guineas  each,  and  to 
other's  one  pound  each  ;  that  this  paper  was, 
by  certain  persons  of  the  committee  at  Pen- 
ryn,  taken,  the  day  after  it  was  drawn  up, 
to  the  seat  of  Sir  Christopher  Hawkins,  a 
place  called  Trewithen  ;  and  that  there 
Sir  Christopher  agreed  to  all  the  condi- 
tions contained   in  the  pap-er  aforem.^ntion- 

ed. Before  we  pioceed   to  the  evidence,   I 

given  ill  support  of  this  charge,  it  is  | 
necessary  to  observe,  that,  a"t  the  elec-  ! 
tion  which  took  place  in  the  summer  i 
of  iSOfi,  that  is  to  say,  the  Whig  gene- 
ral election,  which  produced  the  short 
pa;liament.  Sir  Christopher  and  Mr.  Swann, 
who  is  by  some  called  the  l-lnck  Swann, 
from  his  dress,  I  suppose,  and  by  others 
:nore  emphatically  called,  lawyer  Swann, 
were  candidates  on  one  side,  and  that  Messrs. 
Wingfield  and  Trevanion  were  candidates 
on  the  other ;  that  the  two  former  were  re- 
turned ;  and,  that  the  tvvo  latter  were  final- 
ly seated,  it  having  been  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  committee  who  tried  the  me- 
rits of  the  petition  presented  by  them,  that 
the  former  had  been  returned  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bribery  and  corruption,  stated 
in  the  charge,  in  order  to  punish  which  bri- 
bery and  corruption  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  pursiiance  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
issued   their  order  to  the  Attorney  General. 

The  Attorney  General  wns,  in  this  pro- 

becution,  represented  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Lens, 
aided  by  Messrs.  Jkykkll,  Bouough,  and 
Bampieu,  while,  on  the  side  of  the  de- 
fendants, appeared  Mr.  Garrow,  as  the 
leader,  aided  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Pelu  and  Mr. 
East. 

Jt  was  my  intention  not  to  note  down 
any  thing  at  all  that  should  be  said  by  the 
pleaders  on  either  side  :  but,  to  confine  my- 
6vlf  solely  to  the  fads;  which  should  be  given 


down   by  Mr.   Serjeant  Lens,  the  represen- 
tative,   upon    this  occasion,  of   the    king's* 
Attorney  General,  and  the  executor  of  the 
commands     of    the    House    of    Commons. 
This  gentleman,  af'lcr  some  common-place 
observations    upon   the   excellence   of    jhat 
constitution,   "  under  which   we   have   tho 
"  happiness  to  live,  and  which  has   insmed 
"  to  us  that  freedom  which  has  made  us  the 
"  envy  of  the  world ;  '*  after  a  good  deal  of 
this,  of  which  you  have  heard  so  much  from 
the   lips   of    the    Pitts,  tlie    Dundases,    the 
Roses,  the  Longs,  the  Sieeles,  and,  indeed, 
from  every  creature   which    has   derived  its 
subsistence  from  the  taxes;  after  a  quantity 
more  than   sulTicient  of  this  general,  loose, 
and   totally    indefinite  common  place,  Mr, 
Lensc.ime  to  something  move  tangible  ;  and 
h(?said  almost  in  the  very  words,  in  which  I 
shall  give  it  to  yon,  that  "  it  was  not  the  ob- 
"  ject  of  the  prosecution  to  check  the  am- 
"   bition  of  obtaining  parliamentary  interest, 
''  of  securing  a  seat  for  oneself,  or  of  bein^ 
"  in   a  situation   to  point  out  others   to  fill 
•'  seats    in   parliament;   that   he  would   not 
"  in()uiie    whether   voting   by    the   peo{)le 
"  was,  or  was  not,  the  best  source,  wh.ence 
"  to   derive   the  right    of  sitting  in  parlia- 
"  ment,    that   could   be  devised;    that  he 
"  would    not   say,  that,  if  the   nomination 
"  had  always  rested  solely  with  Sir  Christo- 
"  phcr  Hawkins,  he  might  not  always  have 
"   selected   persons   the   most   proper,   and 
"  thai,  assuredly,  (here  was  nothing  to  ob- 
"  ject  to  in  the  gentleman  {lawyer  Swann) 
"  who   had    been    selected  upon  this  occa- 
"  sion  ;  that  he  reprobated  those  idle  theo- 
"  ries,  which  supposed  no  previous  connec- 
"  tion  or  understanding  between  the  candi- 
"  date  and   the  electors;  that   if  it  should 
"  appear,  that,  by  patronage,  nothing  more 
''  was    meant,  in  this  case,   than  promise.'* 
"  of  serving  the   electors,  or  any   part  of 
"  them,  or  of  pointing  out   other   gcntle- 
"^  men  who  would  be  able  to  serve  them  by 
"  recommendations,  or  other  acts  of  bene- 
"  vglence,  he  should   then   say,  that  such 
"  patronage   was  not  only  blameless,   but 
"  laudable  ;   that  he   wished  to   awaken  in 
"  the  ininds  of  the  jury  no  dormant  notions 
"  about  abstract  principles,  but  to  confine 
"  their  view  to  the  practice  of  the  constitu- 
"  tion." Upon    this    doctrine.    Gentle- 
men, it  is  quite  uiuiecessary  for  me  to  com- 
ment, at  any  length,  in  a  letter  to  you,  who 
have  given  to  the  nation  a  convincing  proof, 
that  nothing  can  be  easier,  when  men  have 
the   virtue  to  do  what  the  constitution  pres- 
cribes, than  to  make  tlie  practice  of  it  exact* 
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^y  conformnble  to  its  principles.     'Mie  ;k.1vo- 

cates  oil  the  side  ot  the  alled^^,  d  roiii.pirarois 

failed  not  to  sigtiilv  their  satisfnciion   at  Mr. 

Lens's  doctri'ie,   and  well  they  might  be  sa- 
tisfied with    it  ;    tor  it  was  manifest  enough, 

that    what    their   clii^nts  were  ciidrged  with   {   if"  put  to  tl;e  rack,  reroliect   what   v 

was  what   was,  in    sulistruice,  prac/ised,   in 

many   instances,   at   e\ery  general  election  ; 

and,   you    may  leniember.  that,  at  the  time 

whe;.    the   flon^e   of  Commons  ordered  1  he 

pro^(.•C!1lion,   J  took  the  libetly   to  ask,   how 

it  happe:ieii,  that  tlir  advertisements,  whieh 

daily    appeared    in    the   new»  papers  for  the 

purchase  and  sale  t>f  seals,  were   suff-red  to 

pass,  n<jt  only   uiij^nnished,  but    unnoticed, 

by    the    flouse,   thongli,   at  that  lime,   your 

old    friends,   the  Whig-rcfortners,    we:e   in 

power. 

The  first  witness  that  was  csUed  was  Bkv- 

JAMiN  Moon,  and  his  evidence  was  as  fol- 
lows     He  slates,  that  Penryn   is  a  scot  and 
lot    borough,  the    whole  number  of  yottrs 
being  about  two  hundred  ;  that  he  was  a  re- 
sident therein  1805;    that,   in    1805,  a  club 
or   committee    was    formed,  as  he  believes,    I 
but,  it  is  so  long  ac^o,  that  he  has  but  a  very   | 
confused    recollection    of  the    matter  ;   that   I 
lie   can   scarcely  call   it  a   committee;   that   [ 
some  neighboui's  met  to  spend  their  six-pen-   j 
nies  and  to  chat  a  bit  in  an  evening;   that  he  j 
thinks,  though    the    tiling    has   almost   fled  j 
from  his  mind,  that  they  did  talk  something 
about  S;r  Chri^tOj-her  Hawkins  ;   that  he  can   ! 
scarcely   remember    what    that    something  I 

was;  that  he  has  a  faint  recollection  that,  at  j  duced  a  pardon,    under   the  Great  Seal,  for 

about  re-      r.ll   tiie  crimes  he  (Moon)  mitrht  have  com- 


mittee; believes  that  he  and  the  rest  re- 
quexted  Sir  Cl!ri-.toplier  to  l)eroiiip  the  pa- 
tron of  the  Borougl),  in  w;:ich  ix-  cculd 
perceive  no  harm  ;  thinks  that  a  p-ipt-r  was 
produced    10    Sir    Chiisiopliei ,  but    idii  or, 

..    , ...  ...^  ,   .^ ^ct    what    vtis    said 

vvlien   the   paper  was  pr(jd:!cei! ;  to  the  best 
!    f  f  his    reroilef  ;ion    Sir  ("hri-lopher  lr»ok  up 
j   the  p^per  ;   thinks  it  was  fak^n  ifto  an.jtlier 
room    by    Sir   (^hrisl'ipher  3   Mr    Chilcot 
i    (Sir  Christoplifr's  f.teward,  or   aizifi.t)    w    at 
I   i^i'o  the  1  'her  room  ;   hiis   soir.e  rolion    tha-t 
'  C'hiicot,  w'lien  he  rt-turned,  brought  atciher 
paptr  with  him  ;   something    was  said  ;;bout 
Sir  Chri.sl('pher's  bei  oming  the  patrc.n  (»!  ihe 
Borough  ;   saw    no    signatuie    to   l!c   paj'er 
brought  by  Chilcot ;   i>  all   in   a   inaz;',   and 
scarcely   knows    wliat    he  sa)s;  thinks    the 
ot!it'r  p.'per  was  signed  by  seme  one  ;   thinks 
it  migiif  be  signed  by  the  parties  who  went 
from    Penryn  ;   does   not  know   that   it    was 
.signed    by    Sir   Chrisio;)!.er ;     believes     Sir 
Christopher  read  the  paper;    dots  not  know 
tliat  all   ])rcstnt    heard  it  read.     "  l{/iatu]d 
"  you  h.ear  lead  from  the  paper  ?  "      "I  can 
"  recollect  scaicely  ai'y  thing  of  it.     I  am 
"  sure  I  meant  no    han.n  in  the   wo  !f|.     It 
"  was     son:ething     that     Sir     Ciir;s-opher 
"  agreed   to  be  patron   of  the  Borough,  or 
"■  something  like  that." 

Here  he  appealed  to  tl-,e  J-.idge,  whether 
lie  was  bound  to  answer  questions  lending  to 
criminai^  himself;  a-od  ihe  Judge  h'.iving  told 
him  that  he  was  not,  Mr.  Serjeant  Lens  pro- 


one  lime,  there  was  a  sort  of  laik 
kcling  a  patron   for  the  Borough,  and  he  is 
snie   he  thought  there  was  no  harm  in  it; 
that  Lord  l)e  Dunsiativllle  had  been  the  pa- 
tron  before,  and  had  declined  bein*v  .so   any 
longer;   that  he    (.Moon)  was   a  member  of 
the  committee,  v.'hich  consisted  of  abciut  10 
or    IS,   of  which    Mr.  Dillon,   a  clergyman, 
wa-  one  ;   that  there   was  a  meeting  of  the 
committee    about    November,     lB05;     that 
he  cannot    say   what  day  exactly,    it  being 
almo-t  like  a  dream  to  him  3   that  the  object 
of  ihe   meeting  this  day    was   to  sit  dov/n, 
and    have     a     little     chat,     as   usual;     that 
he   does  not  remember  any  very   particular, 
conveisation   that   passed  that   evening;   re- 
collects that  certain  persons  (w'.iom  he  names) 
Were  present;   recollects  that  son:iething  or 
other  was  said  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  the 
ensuing   d:!)',  and    about    going    to    Sir.   C. 
HawkiMs'.s  liouse,  but  it  is  in  his  mind  like  a 
s!)ado.v  ;   t!i.-it  he  wt-nr   the  ensuing  day,   or 
the  diy  after  that,   to  Sir  C.  Hnvvkins's,  ar- 
compaui.d  by  some  of  tlu-  meiril>ers  of  the 
Comaii  t  e,   and   found  Mr.  Dillon  already 
there,  together  wilk  t\v©  otliers  of  the  Com- 


(M< 

mitted  in  the  transactions  irr  question.  A 
dispute  between  ihe  counsel,  as  to  the  ex- 
lent  of  the  citects  of  this  pardon  having 
been  dismissed  by  tr.e  Judge,  the  examina- 
tion of  Moon  proceeded  as  follows. 

"  What  were  the  contents  of  this  prper  ? 
"  They  rel.itod  to  the  patronage  of  the  bo- 
"  rough.      What    else  r     SoiiiL-ibing   about 
"  an  agreement  to  take  us  up  as    patron  of 
"  the  borough.     What  was  that  something 
"   abo;:t  ?      Why,    I  think,   it  was   to   aeree 
*^  to  pay  the   u''Ha/  sum.     Wiiat   was  that 
"  usual  sum  ?      I  believe  it  was  tLrent,i-fitur 
"  guineas.     When  Sir  Christopher  read  the 
"  paper     was     it     meniicued     twenty-four 
"  guineas,     or    the    usual    sutn  ?      J    think, 
"  twenty-four    guineas.       Had     you     ever 
"  heard  this  paper  read  before  ?     I  think  I 
"  heard  it  read  at  the  meeting  before."     fie 
staid  at  S  r  Christopher's  about    four    hours, 
dined    there,  and    returned    with    others   to 
Peiiryn  in  t!ie  evenuig  ;   never  saw  the  paper 
sip.ce  ;   thinks  he  saw  it  last  on   \he  t:u)le  of 
Sir  Christopher  ;    does   not  know   who   put 
it    away  ;    that     was    aftiir    it    was    signed. 
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"   What  became  of  Cliilcot'r,  paper  ?  Thinks 
"  Mr.  Stona  had  it."     Attt-r  Sir  Christo- 
pher had  read  the  paier,  he   said  he  had  no 
objection   to  it, -or  S)  nething  siinilnr  ;  was 
at  the  first  n>eeling  oi  the  Committee  after- 
wards;   does  not  rec<)]lect  all   of  ihwe   who 
Plight  be  pr<"sent ;    s.iys    Stona,   IJilloii,  and 
Bonie  others  were  ;  it   was,  at  thi.s  meeting, 
re-olvcd  to  vote  ffv    Sir  Christopher  ;  docs 
not  remember  any  thing  else  that  was  done^ 
does  not  k.iow  wUelhtr  tlie   names  of  Roe 
and    Henwood    were    mentioned  j    cannot 
S'loak  positivelv;    Roe   ha   ki.ows   to    bti    a 
f.irm»»r,  and  h^  knows  Henwood  ;   tliis  wa.s 
tlie  fi^st  mej^ting  of  the  committee  subse- 
quent to  the    visit  to  Trewithen  5   recollects 
that  it  was  resolved  to   vote  for  Sir  Christo- 
pher, for  the  sake  of  i)eace  ;    cannot  recol- 
lect any    thing  else  ;  cainiot   say   what  did 
pass,  but  something  most  have  passed  re- 
iiting   to   the  subject  of  the  m<?eting  at  Sir 
Ciiiisiopher's;  never  rocoilects  seeing  Ron 
at   any  of  the  meetings;   Joes  not  recollect 
any  thing  very  {.articul.ir   that  was  said  at 
this  meeting;  belifve";    that  iomethlng  was 
."aid  of  what  Roe  was  to  do.     "    IFhut  was 
"  he  to  do?"     He  was  to  go  round  and 
six-ak  to  the  people,  to   the  inhabitants,  to 
his  friends,  to    all    the   party,  to  the  voters. 
"   IVhat  was  he  to  soy   to  them  ?  "     Does 
not    re-collect.     "  What   was   he  to  do  ? " 
"  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  he  was  to 
«*  give  fhein  something   to  drink   health." 
"   iriinse  health  r  "     "I  believe,  the  peace 
"  of  the  Borough."     It   might  be  said  Sir 
Christopher's   health  ;    believes   it   was   so. 
"  Wli:it   was   the  sum    he  was   to  give?" 
lias   some   notion  that  it  was  twenty   shil- 
}ini:;s  ;   believes  that  this  was  to  each   voter 
lh.;t  -.vouUl  accept  of  it  ;  never   heard  Hen- 
W(jo;i's  name  memioned  in  the  Committee; 
has  seen  Roe  and  Henwood  several  times  go 
about  the  ;>freeis  together  since  the  meeting  ; 
has  seen  them  go  into  li)c  hou.ses  of  the  vo- 
ters ;   was  an  ovei-seer  of  the   poor  in  1805 
and    ISOO;  recHved  ttn  guineas   each  year, 
as- overseer,  through  the  hantU  of  Croggen  ; 
was  a  voter  when  over.seer  ;    at  Sir  C.  Haw- 
huis's  it   was  agreed  that  ten  guineas  a  year 
should  be  paid  to  each  overseer  by  Sir  Chris- 
toi)h''r  ;   it   tTsed    to  be   paid  by  the  patron  ; 
Sir  Chi  istoplier  said  he  was  satisfied  to  do  it, 
as  it  had  been  irone  before  ;    Mr.  Dillon  paid 
♦  he  tnoney  to  Mr.  Croggen,  he  being  a  ma- 
>;isirate;    saw  Sir  Christopher  go  about  the 
Jlorougii,  but  nut,  as  i.e  knows,  to  canvass 
sny  one. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Gakkow. — Had 
no  i<lea  th;vt  the  money  wa.s  for  purpf)sos  of 
bribei  v  ;  fh\;  suwis  given  were  nor,  by  him, 
Tfj^anU-d   as  ijaving    the   Icdst  conntclion, 


with  election  purposes;  did  not  think,  at 
first,  that  there  would  be  any  opposition  ; 
voted  loT  Sir  Ciiristoplier  and  Swann  ;  be- 
came a  witness  in  sOpport  of  the  petition  of 
Wiiigfield  and  Trevanion  ;  had  ever  respect- 
ed my  Lord  l^e  I>an8tanville,  who  was  a 
most  worthy  nobleman  ;  never  heard  of  the 
pardon,  till  it  Canic  into  court. 

Kxamineu  byihe  Judge. — "  Now,  Moon, 
"  answer  me;  and  recollect,  that,  as  I  told 
"  you  before,  when  you  know  a  thing,  and 
"  say  that  you  think   it,  or  Iclicve  it,  you 

"  swear  falsely. What  was  said,  at  Sir 

"■  Christopher's,    about    giving    the    UFual 
"  sum,   and   In  ivhoxi  9    1   don't    recollect. 
"  To  what  descriptton  of  persons?  The  vo- 
"  ters.     Was  it  twenty-four  guineas  each, 
"  and  did  Sir  Chistoplrer  agree   to  give  that 
"  sum  ?     He   said    lie     had    no  objectioui 
"  What   persons  were  then  in  the  room  ? 
"  Ston.v  the  elder.  DiLf.oN  (he  adds  other 
"  names).     Was  it  said    lioic  nftfn  twenty- 
"  four  guineas  were  to  be  given?  No.  Was 
"  it  said  irhen?  Time  not  specified.     For 
"  what  Mas  twenty-four  guineas  the  usual 
"  sum  ?  Cannot  tell,  my   lord,  atn   sure  I 
"  never  meant  any  harm  ;   I  did  not  know 
"  that  there   was  any   thing   wrong  in  it. 
"  Was  that  sum  ever  given   but  after  an 
"  election?  I  do  not  know  that  it  was.    Did 
*'  you  ever  see  twenty-four  guineas  given  at 
"  any  time?    No,  my   lord."' Twenty- 
four    guineas   was    mentioned    in  presence 
of  the  defendants;   they,  at   their  previous 
meeting,  agreed   that   that   sum  should  be 
proi)osed    to  Sir  Christopher;  at  the  same 
titne  it   was  agreed  to  proposes  to  him  to  give 
twenty  guineas  a  year  to  the  two  overseers, 
who  were  both  voters  ;  it  was  understood, 
at  the  meeting,  that   the  sums  of  twenty- 
four  guineas  were  to  be  given  to  voters,  not 
to  every  voter,  but  to  each  of  some  of  them 
I   only ;   it  was  intended    for   the  friends  who 
:    voted,   if  they  chose   to   take    it;  what  he 
heard  read  frotn   the  paper,  by  Sir  Christo- 
pher, agreed   with   these   pre^■ious  arrange- 
ments;    to   the    best  of  his   knowledge  he- 
heard  Sir  Ciirislopher  read  about  giving  the 
usual  sum  ;   has   no    doubt  of  it;   not  quite 
so  sure,  that  he  hcaixl  him  read  about  the 
ten  guineas  to  each  of  the  (werseers. 

Messrs.  KnwAuns  and  W'aki'.kk,  two  at- 
torneys of  this  comity,  were  called  to  prove, 
the  service  of  notices  and  the  Speaker's  war- 
rant upon  Sir  (Miristopher  Hawkins,  and 
the  other  dcfciulants,  to  produce  the  paper 
described  by  Moon  ;  and,  it  appeared,  frwm 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Warren,  that,  when  he 
served  the  Speaker's  warrant  upon  Stona^ 
that  latter  told  iiitn,  that  the  paper  (which 
was  fully  described  iu  the  warrant),  had  been 
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iU'slruyed  long  since ;  and,  iluit,  as  to  the 
other  piiper,  namely,  tlie  other  part  of  the 
agreoinciu,  he  knew  noihiiig  about  where 
it  was. 

J,  W.  Chilcot  (the  steward  or  agent  of 
Sir  Christ(jpher  Hawkins)  was  tlie  next  wit- 
ness cxap.iined,  and  his  memory  appeared 
to  be  quite  as  good,  to  say  tiie  least  ot  it,  as 
Moon's  was  tad.  No  faltering;  no  hesita- 
tion ;  his  answers  were  all  oti-hand  ;  and, 
as  Mr.  Garrow  exultingly  described  him,  he 
seemed  to  be  a  witness  intended  by  nature 
lo  form  a  contrast  in  point  of  memor/, 
with  Benjamin  Moon. He  saw  the  pa- 
per at  Trewlthen;  he  read  it;  copied  it, 
in  another  room,  by  the  direction  of  Sir 
Christopher  ;  brought  back  the  original  and 
the  copy  and  laid  both  upon  the  table  ; 
saw  one  paper  in  the  hands  ot  Sir  Chris- 
topher, and  the  other  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  5  saw  signatures  to  one  paper  j 
i\o  signatures  to  the  original  when  he  co- 
pied it  J  saw  the  party  from  Penryn  all 
sign  one  paper  ;  never  saw  either  of  the  pa- 
pers since  that  day;  cannot  tell  which  paper 
-AHs  taken  away;  last  saw  one  paper  with 
Sir  Christopher  and  one  with  Stona ;  lie 
read  the  paper  aloud  to  both  parties  before 
he  copied  it ;  Stona,  the  Rev.  Robert  l^illon, 
and  others  were  present;  read  it  for  the  pur- 
pose for  them  all  to  hear;  Sir  Christopher 
ran  his  pen  through  some  parts  of  the  paper, 
and  then  desired  him  to  copy  it ;  copied  it, 
leaving  out  the  erased  parts;  the  paper  con- 
tained from  four  to  si)i  propositions,  but  not 
more  than  si\ ;  and,  at  the  head,  stattd 
that  its  object  was  to  restore  peace  and  trnn- 
quiUity  to  the  lorough  of  Fcuryn  ;  one  of  the 
propositions  was,  that  the  patron. ige  of  the 
borough  should  be  otfliretl  to  Sir  Christopher 
Hawkins;  another,  that  Sir  Christopher 
should,  at  the  next  election,  have  the  power  j 
of  naming  a  member  to  serve  in  Parliament 
for  the  borough  ;  another,  that,  when  there 
should  be  a  second  vacancy,  the  party  op- 
posite to  the  corporation,  should  name 
a  member;  another,  that  they  should  sup- 
port Sir  Christo[>her  with  their  votes  and 
interest ;  ther^  was  another,  but  is  notcertain 
whether  that  w.<is  in  the  p:'per  at  last,  or  not, 
and  tliis  related  to  the  suhply  of  neivs-pn/jers 
for  the  corporation;,  as  usual  ;  did  hear  a  con- 
versation about  the  ten  guineas  a  year  to  each 
of  the  overseers  ;  heard  of  no  other  money 
propositions  ;  about  December  J80D'  was 
directed  by  Sir  Christopher  to  pay  expences 
incurred  at  the  election';  paid  a  hundred  pounds 
to  Mr.  J.  Stona,  in  ten  noie^j  of  ten  pounds 
each  ;  sent  the  money  by  Wiiiiam  AVilliams; 
has  Stona's  receipt. 

Roe  was  cidled.  This  man  had,  by  Moon, 
been  described  as  a  Junne};,  and  I  wish^  , 
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will)  all  my  sow],  that  my  abilities  wera 
ecjual  to  tlie  taik  of  giving  you,  G'-r,llemen, 
an  ade.quate  de.scrip;ion  ot  this  'Joruish  far- 
mer. He  appeared  to  be  between  fifty  and 
sixty  years  of  age  ;  his  stature  v.  as  rather 
atlilet;c;  his  shoulders  were  somewhat 
rounded  by  age  and  labour  ;  his  h<.ir  was 
coal  black,  intermixed  wiih  white;  his  com- 
plexion dark  and  lu.ddy  ;  his  lips  were  drawa 
inwards  to  the  complete  l-iiding  of  the  red, 
which  extended  the  latitude  of  his  cheeks, 
already  niore  than  sufficiently  wide;  h;.i 
eyes,  which  were  piercingly  sharp,  were  to 
be  perceived  only  in  glances  ihrough  his  long 
and  overhanging  eye-brows  ;  and,  as  he 
mounted,  with  slow  and  cautious  step,  into 
the  witness  bo)^,  he  turned  his  head  from 
side  to  side,  with  a  look  as  wary  and  as  an- 
xious as  if  he  had  thought,  that,  from  every 
point  of  the  hall,  a   pistol  was  aimed  at  his 

head.     Good  God,   what   a   look  ! This 

man,  this  Cornish  farmer,  being  asked  what 
he  had  to  do   wilh  Stona,  in  April,    ]80(j, 
answered,  after    some   hesitation,    that  they 
had    some    money- matters    to     chat   about. 
"   What  was    the  nature  of  those  nioney- 
"  matters  ?"   "  I   do  not    think   it  safe  to 
"  myself  to    answer   that    question."    The 
Judge  then  said.  "  Roe,  it  is  my  duty  to  iu- 
'■■  torm  you,  that  you  are  not  bound  to  an- 
"  sv/er  any  question,  if  such  an^wer  shall 
"  tend    to  criminate   yourself."     "  Thank 
"  you,  my  lord  !   thank  you,  my  lord  !   very 
"   much    obliged    to  you,    my  Irrd  I"  And 
thus,  in  repeating  his  expressions  of  self-con- 
victing gratulalion,  he  left  the  box  and  sunk 
from  our  sight,  leaving  me,  for  a   moment, 
under  the  horrid  idea,   that  I  had,   in  com- 
ing over  some  of  thes6  western  hills,  in  the 
night,  been  taken  up  by  the  wind  and  con- 
veyed across  the  Atlantic  ;  where  there  are, 
withsimie  exceptions,  a  whole  nation  of  Roes. 
J,  W.   Chilcot,  of  excellent   xiiemory, 
was  calledagain  afterthe  descent  of  Roe,  and 
questioned  by  the  Judge.     Does   nut   re- 
member whaf   was  contained  in    the  p^rts, 
struck  out    of  the  paper  ;   Sir    Christopher 
Hawkins  said,  when  it  was   proposed  to  in- 
sert the  condition  relative  to  tlie  ten  guineas 
annual   ailowanre   to   the   overseeis,   "    no, 
710;   we  hud   belter  not  iitseit  that."  Thera 
was  a  conversation  about  ten  guineas  to  the 
oveisoers  ;   has   not  a  lecoliection   of  what 
v/as  finally  settled  upon  this  head  ;  does  not 
know,  that   anv  thmg  was  said  about  pav- 
ing    voteis  ;    the  paper  coutamed  nothmg 
about  paying  tiie  overseers. 

Here,  the  eviilei^ce  being  closed,  Mr. 
Gakkow  made  a  long  speech,  which,  as  far 
as  it  related  to  the  case,  c<uUained  nothina^, 
which,  if  given  verbatim,  could  he  at  all 
interesting  to  yon,  as  it  consisted  pniicipall/ 
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o  iiH  exposure  of  tlie  prevarications  and  self- 
coMiatliciions  of  Moon,  which  were  too 
p.il])able  to  escape  the  observation  of  any 
m.m.  Btit.  this  ^enileman,  in  the  out-st<t 
of  his  «i,  eei-li,  tuck  occa-^ion  to  clt^precate  this 
m"de  of  putting  w.vn  upon  their  trial,  that 
isio  s«y,  in  virtue  ui  an  order  t,/  the  House 
of  Com 'lions.  He  very  ronci^'ly  and  vrry 
ably  described,  the  sevei;:!  oilier  models  of 
pnt  ii)';  men  en  tlit-ir  trial  ;  tl,;ii  by  bill  of 
iidiciii.eni  ;  th.it  by  infrn^ation  issuing 
np!)n  rule  from  the  court  of  king's  bencii  ; 
tli.t  of  iiiforniation  ex-cfhr(.>  hv  tl  e  attorney 
genrrnl  ;  of  nil  which  he  hi^^lily  approved  ; 
r:^y,  he  Siiid,  that  if,  upon  this  occaMon 
either  the  attorney  tenersl  or  the  le.iri)cd 
81  rioiint  w  ho  reprtsf:i  icfl  hiin  here,  had  been 
left  to  exercise ///.?>  wisdom  upon  the  mat - 
tti.ht'  siiould  not  haveot>jrct<d  to  it  /'bnt," 
s:^iil  '  e,  turning  up  hs  nose,  "  niider  uhat 
••  >iniciion  does  this  charge,  levelled  against 
**  tv..*  fan;e  of  nineteen  h<in<jural)le  nien, 
•'  cone  before  v(m,  gtn'.lenun  ?  ^^'hy, 
vt-iiiv."  i(.-sin<j:  Mil  tne  bat  k  of  his  hand, 
•'   liiai   of  an  0''U>-    of  the    House   of  Com- 

'<   n.(ui<.!' Serjeanl  I -ens.  considering  the 

up  liill  c.uisi  ,   v.  1  ich  he  1  ad  i.ow  "to  su»laiii, 
and  e*peci,!ily    with  the    defence    n Inch  he 
had  to   in.ke  of  the  s  itrre   of  the  pro-ccu- 
tion.    a-(iintte.l  himself  with  great    abilitv. 
But    he   -^erje.n'.   who,  noiwiibst  uidirg  his 
co'"<iit:i,i.i   ill    d'Cir:nu,    rppiars     tu    be     a 
rrian  or    gieat     iierit,     and    by   no    means 
impudent,     conld     imt    help     fcditig     the 
crut.hv  of  hs  Dpconent, -in  thiowirg  up>m 
h;s  s':0!.l(!eis  a  drter.ce   of   his    clients,   the 
I-lous-  oi  Conni.ons       He  .p/. eared    lo  tec-1 
the  w'lole   weight  of  if  ;  and,  as  he  did  not 
vei  tint;  to  setk  revenge,  by  hiniinofhat  Mr. 
Gancw's     Oiinempt    of     tl;e     Hoivurcble 
House,  miglit,  perhaps,  be  jn-iiiiable  uj^on 
principles  of"  reciprocity,  evid,  inly  iab-'Uied. 
to   the   end  of  his   speech,  under  the  gn-at 
disadvantage  of  tolI;n\ii'g  a    liiiimphant  ;ui- 
versaiy.      The  Honourable   Hou-e  hi-!,  at 
this  tiial,   the  .singular  n.isfortune,  to  have  a 
doubt  raised,  re^j  ecting   its  understanding, 
by  tlip  means  which  it  h.id  acUipied  for  what 
is  called  "  preset  \ing  i/i/)tt>i.'i/ ;*'  and,  when 
Mr.    Leii.<  made   use  ot  this  last  q'-oled  ex- 
pression, it  was   quite  hhoeking  ,to  perceive 
li.t  irreverent  fcthn-.s,  that    aj)peared   to  be 
exrited  ;   though,  as  I  alierwards  was  given 
*    to   unuc-rtanl,   that  "  Honourable  Gentle- 
priail,"  Mr:  Horner,  was  not  only  in  court, 
bu    actually  siiluig  at  the  bar  in  a  blai  k  g(;wn 
and  a  white  wig. 

The  Judge  (Mr  Justice  Biilly),  who,  if 
he  ewr;  had  any  froth  or  arrogance  about 
hini  ap,»ea  s  to  hue  very  wisely  left  it  all 
at  the  bar_,  su;nnicd  up  the  evidtuce  in  a  very 


clear  and  impartial  manner.     He  said,  that 
there  appeared   little  d(  ubt  of  there  havmg 
been    some  such  agreen^.enl  as   that  whiih 
had  been  described  in  the  evidence,  "and," 
said  he,  *'  gentlemen,   it    is  .scandalous   and 
"  atrocious  in  itself,  that   men  .should   de- 
"  liherately  bargain  for  the  purchase  and  sale 
"  of  that  which  the  law  requires  should  be 
"  given  freely,  without  reward,  or  proinise 
"  of  rewsrd,    and   which,  moreover,   they 
"  swear  to  ci\e  freclv,  and   totally  uncon- 
"  rrxted  v\i;h  any  pecuniary  view  ;   but,  as 
"  the'e  ac's  aficcr   society    thty   are  to  be 
"  consideud    as  still  more    dettr-'.ible  j  fcr, 
"  if  oaths  can  be  thus   sported   with,  it    is 
'•  quite  i:i:pcssib!e  tiial  we  should  derive  i'"rom 
"  moral  obligation,  anysecurity  for  property 
"  or  life;  and,  as  to  the  c^.'/.''7J/»//ort,  if  acts 
"  like  tlies-?  are  regarded  as  harmless,  it   is, 
"  though  it  lias  be-n,  and  may  still  be,  our 
"  boast,  soiiietiiing  less,   if  possible,  than  a 
"  shadow."     He  t*  Id  th.e  jury,  that  the  bar- 
gain for    givirg   ttn  guineas  to  the  ovei seers 
was  full  as  unlawful  as  i-ny  (Jther  pan  of  the 
agreement,  because,  it  was  the  duly  of  per- 
sons app(;inted  overseers  to  .serve  tliai  ofHce 
free  of  reward,  or  emoluinent,  of  any  l.uid, 
or  m  any  ^!!ape  ;  that  acy  mc  nt-y  given    to 
then*  by  Sr  Christophei  Hawkins,  in    cou- 
st-quence  of   a    bargain,  svich    as    had    been 
desrnbed,  rould  be  coiisuiiMed  in   no  other 
I'v-ht  than  thnt  cf  a  bribe,  under  which  des- 
cription, iideed    came  all  the  pronnsed  si  ms 
of  this  b.irgain,  or  a.-ief  merit.     •'  fsui.'said 
he,    '•  genilemen,  we   mus".    not  ^uff..■r   our 
"    nbl  orrence  of  the  crimen  (  h/iiged,   to  lead 
•'   us  awt;v  t'om  a  due  a".d  d'sp^-s.onate  ( <n- 
"  sideraiion  of  i';e  q  t-lion,  whrth^-r    they 
1   "   have,  by  the  (.\idi,  u.  e  thai  we  have  heard, 
'   "  bei  n   brought   home   lo   the  defendants  ? 
"  A)h1  here,  gentic^mi.  ii     yon  will  perct-ive, 
"   th;!t    tl.e'only   witness,     whose  exideiice 
■;   "'   makes   for    the   pro>ecuiion,  is  Bc-rtj.nnin 
•*  Moon.     If  you  believe  the  account  which 
"  Moon,  in    tiie   latter  part    of  his   ex.iini- 
I   "  nation,  has  given  of  th'    agreement  bc- 
I  "  iween    Sir  Christopher  Haw  Kins  and  the 
"  cuiumittee   i'lom    Penryn,    there  can    be 
1  "  little  hesitation  m  findii.g  thesedetcndants 
"  guilty  ;   bu;,  it  is  my  duiy  to  point  out  to 
I  "  }ou  why  he  's  in  no  ca^e  safely  to  be    re- 
j  "  iied    on."     He  then  went  on  to  shew  the 
j  pievaricatious     and     self-contradictions     of 
Moon  ;   he  pointed  out  how  his  meinory  be- 
came chirified  after  the  pardon  had  been  pro- 
duced ;    and  shewed,     which,  indeed,  was 
tlie  obvious  fact,  that  if  Moon    swore  truly 
in  tht-  latter  part  of   his  evidence,  he  swore 
falsely  in  the  former  part  of  it ;  and    that  if 
he  swore  truly  in  theformt-r.he  SA-nre  l.ils.ely 
in  thelatier3  so  that,  at  any  rale,  thisn^an. 
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which    these   persons    stood    charged      you 

sliould   be  infoimed  of  the   circumstances, 

which  led  to  the  commihbicyn  of  those  acts. 

For  about  twenty   years  preceding  the 


upon  whose  evidence  alone  a  verdict  of  guihy  j 
could  be  pronounced,  had,   in  the    presence  j 
of  the  jury  who   was  to  pronounce  tiiat  ver- 
dict,  manifestly  shown  that  he  was  not  to  be 

believed. The    jury    gave    a    verdict    of 

NOT  GUILTY,  to  the  perfect  satisfaction 
of  all  wiio  heard  the  trial  ;  because,  as  the 
Judge  observed,  however  well  ihey  might  be 
satistied,  that  something  unlawful  and  very 
dishonourable  had  taken  place  ;  however 
strong  the  presumptions  might  be  against  the 
defendants  ;  still,  it  were  belter  that  they 
should  escape,  than  that  any  man  should  be 
found  guilty  upon  the  uncorroborated  evi- 
dence of  such  a  witness   as  Moon. Here 

I  will,  for  the  present,  take  my  leave  cf 
this  trial,  with  observing,  that,  to  all  the 
other  numerous  causes  of  impunity  to  bribers 
and  corruptors,  may  be  added  this,  which 
appears  to  be  peculiar  to  thein,  that,  when 
hard  pushed,  they  frequently  derive  security 
frjni  the  infamy  ol"  their  friends, 
I  am, 

Gt^ctlemen, 
Your  faithful,  and  most  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  CoasETX. 


LETTER  I  J, 
To  THE  INDEPENDExN  r  ELECTORS 


OK    THE 

eiTY    AND    LIBERTIES  OF 


'ESTMIXSTER. 


Tvi/  Bridire,   Devon,  Aug.  2!,    1803. 
Gentlemen, 

iN*  (he  Cine,   to  which    the   i  during  his  life,  perhaps,  for  he  appears  to  be 


summer  ot  1806,  Sir  Chrislcpher  had  en- 
joyed the  uninterrupted  patronage  of  the 
Borough.  It  appears  that,  at  the  election, 
which  immediately  followed  the  Whig  dis- 
solution, at  the  time  just  mentioned.  Sir 
ChriniophcL-  took  one  seat  for  hin;self,  and 
placed  in  the  oihi-r  n  Mr.  Fawcett,  then,  I 
btrlieve,  lately  returned  from  Hindostan, 
that  countrv  so  famous  for  breeding  mem- 
bers of  parhament  ;  that,  fioin  some  cause 
or  other,  the  electors  of  Grampound  were 
not  san.sfied  with  the  '!emeanour  of  th.eir 
new  member,  who  failed,  i  believe,  in  dis- 
covering, after  the  election  was  over,  a 
sufncient  degree  of  that  "  laudaLle  bene- 
"  voleiice,"  of  whicli  Mr,  Lens  gave  us  a 
rather  imperfect  description  ;  that  the  Jjj- 
tors,  or>a  majority  of  tbem.  after  having 
waited  a  reasonable  time,  to;,  plained  to 
Fawcett  of  this  his  conduct ;  thai  Favvcctf  as- 
sured them,  and  convinced  them,  that  the 
fault  was  not  his  j  thiit  he,  considering  Sir 
Christopher  to  be  not  only  gcr.eially  (he 
more  experienced  person,  bui^  in  this 
special  instance,  much  better  acquainted 
with  the  usages  of  the  Borough,  as  well  as 
with  the  individual  merits  and  claims  of  the 
voters,  had  delegated  to  him  the  full  powder 
of  acting  on  his  part  ;  that  the  dissatisfied 
electors  represented  this  to  Sir  Christopher  ; 
that  he,  not  then  foreseeing  that  another 
election  was  likely  so  soon  to  take  place  (nor 


second  Trial  related,  Sm  CaRisTOPHiiR 
Hawkins,  Bauonet  wms  aUo,  .n  i  iCaie.l 
beiore,  the  prmciuai  parry.  There  were 
^ve  other  detendani-i,  and,  in  tliis  case,  it 
"wili  be  neces-..i:v,  wiih  a  view  to  a  clear  e.x.- 
pLniat.on  ot  tiie  transactions,  in  wliitii  they 
were  concernt-d,  togi\e  you  all  lii.ir  names, 
and,  moreover,  it  is  right  that  the  example 
ot  he  i.l'rg.! 'ifiti  wliom  >'ou  will  lind  upon 
the  !i^!,  siiouid  not  be  hidden  from  the 
■world.  The  defetidants  uere,  then.  Sir 
Ghrittopher  Hawkins,  Rect)rd>.-r  of  the  Bo- 
rough, and  whom  we  are  now  to  contem- 
plate as  the  patron  of  the  Borough  of 
GRAM  POUND  (for  there  appears  to^be  no 
bouiids  to  this  gentleman's  "  laudable  ara- 
"  bition,"  jis  Mr.  Lens  calls  it,  in  this  par- 
ticular way),  inUiam  Symons,  ihc  Mdyov, 
the  Rl'v.  Gforg.j  Moore,  John  Crog^on, 
David  I'^urioe,  ;uid  Georve  Hoyle,  the  four 
latter  being  Cipital  Burgesses,  a  dignity  ot 
which  you  will  have  hereafter  a  clearer  no- 
tion. 

Before  I  come  to  the  particular  acts,  of 


nearly  seventy  years  of  age),  gave  them 
bnt  a  very  unsatisfactory  answer,  consisting 
of  mere  words,  which  are  wind  ;  that,  how- 
ever, it  happened,  unfortunately  for  Sir 
Christopher,  that  there  very  soon  after  arose 
a  strong  probability  of  Sir  Christopher's  own 
seal  becoming  vacant  at  Giampound  in  con- 
sequence <^f  the  transactions  at  Penryu,  of 
which  transactions  you  have  already  been 
made  acquainted  5  that,  upon  the  dawn  of 
this  probability,  the  dissatisfied  electors  of 
Grampound  (who  were  a  derided  n::ajority) 
conceived  the  idea  of  withdrawing  their  Bo- 
rough from  the  patronage  of  Sir  Christo- 
pher, and,  as  you  heard  at  the  time,  did 
actually  offer,  in  case  the  expected  vacancy 
should  take  place,  to  elect  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  or  any  gentleman  whom  he  might  re- 
commend to  tiieir  choice  ;  that  Sir  Francis 
declined  the  ofter  for  himself,  but  recom- 
mended to  the-m,  upon  the  presumption 
I  hat  they  meant  to  act  u|)on  urinciplcs  quite 
disinterested,  to  elect  the  hon"ol'e,\.ble  An- 
Di;£W    CoCHKANE     JoHNSXOSE,    a    gcntls' 
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man  whom  he  regarded  as  hnviiig  been  most 
cruelly  oppiessed,  :ind  wliorn  lie  was  anxious 
to  see  in  a  siinatioii,  wliere  lie  would  be  able 
to  do  sometliing,  at  least,  towards  protect- 
ing others  trom  similar  oppression  j  that, 
before  the  proceedings  necessary  to  produce 
the  vacancy  of  Sir  Ciiristopher's  seat,  upon 
the  Penryn  charges,  could  be  gone  through, - 
came  the  Xo-Popi;kv  dissolution,  in  April 
1807,  which,  of  course,  gave  the  electors  of 
Grampop.ud  an  opportunity  of  choosing  two 
new  members  instead  of  one,  and  of  com- 
pletely ousting  Sir  Christopher  from  his  pa- 
tronage of  the  IJorough ;  that  now  Mr. 
Cochrane  Johnstone  with  his  brother  Mr. 
George  Augustas  Cochrane,  went  down, 
and  olll'ied  themselves  as  candidates,  in  op- 
position to  one  Williams,  a  London  hanker, 
and  Alexander  Baring,  an  American  mer- 
chant, standing  upon  Sir  Christopher's  in- 
terest, and,  by  a  very  large  majority  were 
elected  ;  that  Williams  and  Baring  petition- 
ed against  the  rcLurn,  and  that  the  election 
was,  on  the  pth  of  March  last,  declared  to 
bevoid  ;  that  on  the  l/'th  of  the  sair.e  month, 
another  election  took  place,  when  (Air. 
Cochrane  Jt)hnbtone  being  abroad)  Capt. 
Holmes  stood  in  his  place,  along  with  Mr. 
George  Augustus  Cochrane,  who  (against 
the  same  Wi'liams  and  a  Mr.  I'eed,  a  Navy 
agent  and  banker  at  Plymouth)  were  elected 
by  a  majority  of  thirteen,  they  having /«.'fH- 
ty-seveii  votey  :\gmusi  fourteen  on  the  side  of 
Sir  Christopher's  candidates;  that  the  May- 
or, however,  who  was  one  of  those  who 
were  satisfied  with  Sir  Chrislophej-'s  patron- 
age, struck  oft',  under  various  pretences,  as 
many  votes  at  it  was  necessary  to  strike  off", 
in  order  to  leave  Sir  Christopher's  members 
a  majority  of  one  vote  ;  that  Cochrane  and 
Holmes  petitioned  against  this  return  ;  and 
that,  in  a  very  short  time  afterwards,  they 
were,  by  the  decisic  n  of  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  placed  in  the  seats, 
which  had  been,  in  consecjuence  of  the  un- 
justifiable return  of  the  Mavor,  filled,  for 
^  few  weeks,  by  Wijliams  and  Tceil. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  we  come  to  the 
transactions  which  formed  the  subject  of 
the  trial,  on  the  20th  instant,  at  Piod- 
min,  and  which  took  place  in  pursuance 
of  a  criminal  information,  tiled  in  and 
issuing   from,  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 

against  the  defendants. Yon    have   seen, 

that  Sir  Christopher  had  lost  the  Boronjh  ; 
that  he  had  h^st  the  majority,  but  that  he 
liad  not  lost  all  the  voters.  1'here  were 
still  some,  and  those  the  leading  ones,  in 
his  inteiist,  who,  for  reasons  ijuite  suffi- 
cient iii  all  probability,  were  satisfied  with 
i^im  iiii  a  patron.     The  object  waSj,  then,  in 


the  autumn  of  ISO/,  to  add,  if  possible, 
to  the  number  of  Sir  Christopher's  voters, 
before  another  election,  from  whatever 
cause,  should  take  place.  It  was  in  vain 
attempted  to  draw  over  the  voters  of  the 
Co':hranes,  who,  by  iihnt  jneans,  1  do  not, 
observe  me  well,  pretend  to  say,  had  at- 
tached their  majority  firmly  to  tlreir  interest. 
I'his  mode  of  adding  to  Sir  Christopher's 
voters  appearing  to  be  hopeless,  another 
was  attempted,  namely,  that  of  hnrea^big 
tht'  number  of  vnter.i  in  the  BorotHik,  taking 
care  that  the  increase  should  consist  wholly 
of  persons  who  would  vote  for  Sir  Chiisto- 
pher,  or  candidates  set  up  by  him.  An  in- 
crease was  actually  made  accordingly,  aiKJ, 
it  was  of  the  crime  of  "  conspiracy  ;ind  mis- 
"  demeanour,"  committed  in  the  making 
of  this  increase,  that  the  defendants  stood 
charged. 

I  regret  the  g^ing  into  further  preliminary 
matter,  but.  Gentlemen,  in  order  to  arrive 
at  a  clear  and  correct  conception  of  the  acts 
charged  against  the  defendants,  it  is  necessa- 
ry that  you  follow  me  through  a  description 
of  the  "  constitution  "  of  a  Cornish  Bo- 
rough J  which,  for  reasons  that  you  will 
not  find  it  difficult  to  discover,  is  not  consi- 
dered less  "  glorious"  by  the  electors  of 
Grampound,  than  another  constitution  (in 
its  present  practice)  is,  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Lens 

and   the  people  at  Whitehall. The  body 

corporate  of  Grampound  consists  of  a  iic- 
cord^ir,  who  has  no  vole  at  elections ;  of  a 
Mayor,  who  has  a  vote  ;  of  ci^ht  Capital 
Burgesses,  who  have  votes  j  of  q«  indefinite 
number  of  Jree-men,  each  of  whom  has  a 
vote.  Now,  the  number  of  free-men  being 
indefinite,  you  will,  at  once,  see,  that  the 
power  of  making  new  free-men  is,  as  to 
electioneering  purposes  (;uid,  indeed,  those 
appear  to  be  the  onlv  pracical  purposes  tor 
which  the  corporation  exists)  of  the  greatest 
importance  ;  for,  if  the  Recorder,  or  the 
Mayor,  or  any  of  ihafeiv,  could  make  free- 
men at  their  pleasure,  ir  is  very  e\ident, 
that  they  would,  by  one  means  or  another, 
always  get  as  many  votes  as  tliey  wanted  to 
keep  down  such  of  the  tiee-meii  as  should 
be  oppt)sed  to  them.  Therefore,  in  order 
to  insure  to  the  free-nit-n  the  means  of  self- 
protectioii,  in  this  respect,  the  f  llowing 
rules  have  been  aciopted,  and  have,  it  ap* 
pears,  been  in  usage  from  lime  immemorial. 
It  wa.s  proved,  that  it  is  only  at  two  fixed 
periods  in  each  year  that  new  free-men  can 
be  legally  made;  that  these  two  periods  are  at, 
or  iiear'(a  circum-.tancc  of  no  impuitance)/ 
Kaster  and  Michaelmas;  that  upon  ihesiMjcca- 
sions  there  are  other  mailers  to  transact,  and 
that  it  is  not  a  necessary  couscquence  of 
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the  meeting  of  lbs  corporate  body  that 
any  ffee- men  at  all  should  be  made,  ^yhit■ll 
you  will  ea^ly  perceive  to  be  the  fact,  from 
<lie  small  numbe  of  voters  now  in  the  Bo- 
rough ;  ihat,  these  meetings  arie  called 
coarts-leets,  or  law-courts,  at  which  the 
Mayor  pi esides,  assisted  by  (lie  eight  capi'al 
Burgesses,  who  are  sworn  to  be  ot  good  yuun- 
cil  (good  lord  !)  vyiih  the  Mayor;  by  the  Re- 
corder ;  and  by  the  Tow^i  Clerk,  whom  1 
shall  have  the  iionour,  and  no  suiall  one  you 
will  tindit  to  be,  ot  introducing  to  you  anun  ; 
that,  the  court  being  thus  asseiobled,  on  the 
days  /rica',  as  betore-mcntioned,  the  Mnyor 
chooses  two  of  the  Burgesses,  who,  when 
so  chosiL^n,  are  called  ILLixurs,  to  be  fore- 
man of  a  jury;  that,  the  Eiizors  then  choose 
a  x'iumbi.-Y  not  less  than  ten,  from  amongst 
the  Ireemen,  who,  together  with  the  two 
Elizors  form  a  jury,  which  jury,  having 
iirst  taken  an  oath  in  the  form  of  a  Grand- 
Jury  oath,  retire  to  the  chapel  (the  parish 
church  being  at  a  distance)  and  draw  up  a 
p'resentmenu  which  they  sign,  and  then  de- 
liver ic  to  ihe  court;  that,  in  this  presentn:ient, 
they  may,  if  they  see  lit,  include  the  no- 
mination of  new  free-men,  which  free  men, 
so  presented,  acquire,  at  the  distance  ot"  a 
year  and  a  day  trom  that  time,  the  right  of 
voting  for  members  of  Parlianient. 

In  these  rules,  Gentlemen,  you  will  see 
that  there  existed  a  complete  check  upon  the 
higher  against  tjie  lower  order  in  the  Bo- 
rough, and  you  will  now  see  how  this  check 
was  got  rid  of.  There  were  'tbund  to  be,  at 
the  last  Mi  haelmas  court  (the  time  wlien 
the  acts  charged  against  the  defendants  were 
committed)  but  seven  fiee-men  in  favour  of 
Sir  Christopher  Hawkins.  It  was,  there- 
fore, if  the  ancient  custom  was  adhered  to, 
impossible  to  ptocure  the  making  of  new 
free-men  in  his  favour  ;  because,  at  the 
very  least,  it  required,  for  that  purpose,  ten 
free  men  in  his  favour.  The  XCjlh  of  Oclo- 
Ler,  isthed:iy  lixed  for  the  holJiiig  of  the 
autumnal  court.  Previous  to  this  day,  va 
rious  means  are  stated  to  have  been  made  use 
ot,  in  order  to  bring  over  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  free-men  ;  but,  these  means  having 
fuled,  the  court,  in  a  few  minutes  after  it 
was  assembled,  adjourned,  without  any 
cause  aUtdged,  to  the  'luth  0/  October  ;  and 
this,  the  (liarge  stated,  was  for  the  purp  se 
of  bringing  over  free-men,  in  tlie  mean 
while,  by  the  means  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion; The  26'th  arrived,  however,  with- 
oiit  the  expected  success  ;  now,  therefore, 
as  a  last  resource,  it  was  determined  to  make 
np  a  jury  which  should  be  wanting  in  the 
accustomed  proportion  of  free-men,  which 
tlgtermiuation   they    thus   executed.       The 
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Mayor  named  two  Lli%urs,  in  the  usual  way, 
one  was  Dnuid  Varcoe  and  the  other  George 
Hoyte,  and  these  two,  instead  of  choosing 
ie;!  or  more  fkee-mfn  to  be  their  co-jurors, 
chose  the  sei'eti  free-men  in  the  interest  of 
Sir  Chrisloi)her  Hawkins,  and/pur  capital 
EUKGKSSKS  One  of  whom,  by-tbe-bye,  was  a 
revereJidVi^M.  Edwakd  Dillon,  and  another 
of  them,  a  person  in  h'.'^dot.jge  1  his  jury,  as 
might  be  expected,  pres.  nicd  some  persons 
to  be  neiu  free- men.  There  were  six  of 
them,  I  believe,  but  the  exact  number  is 
immaterial.  The  free  men,  who  were  in 
the  interest  of  the  Cochranes,  pre^enti  d  a 
protest  against  this  proceeding  ;  the  facts 
were  afterwards  stated,  by  affidavit,  to  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  upon  those  affi- 
davits, a  criminal  infonuation  was  issued, 
upon  which  information  the  defendants  were 
J  ut  upon  their  trial,  at  the  time  and  place 
above  mentioned,  before  Mr.  Justice  Bailljr 
and  a  common  jury  ;  and  I  will  now  proceed 
to  lay  before  you  the  evidence  given  in  sup- 
port of  the  charge. 

The  first  witness  that  was  called,  after  a 
Mr.  Hunt  from  London,  who  produced 
certain  documents  containing  proof  of  tha 
existence  of  the  Borough,  was  a  person  who 
could  speak  as  to  some  customs  thereof,  and 
also  as  to  some  rather  unimportant  circum- 
stances relating  to  the  assembling  and  adjoin- 
of  the  court-leet,  on  the  19th  of  October. 
And  here,  Gentlemen,  1  am  forcibly  tempt- 
ed into  a  digression,  which,  though  it  will 
extend  a  letter,  that  already  threatens  to  be 
of  an  immoderate  length,  will,  I  am  satis- 
fied, give  you  a  clearer  insight,  as  to  the  po- 
litical state  of  the  couiflty  of  Cornwall,  then 
you  will  be- able  to  obtain  from  any  of,  or  all, 
the  publications,  at  this  day  extant.  When 
this  person's  name  was  called,  the  sudden  di- 
rection of  all  eyes  towards  the  spot  whence 
his  answer  issued,  together  with  the  com- 
l^aisant,  and  I  wish  truth  would  not  let  me 
add,  the  obsequious,  look  of  but  too  many 
at  the  bar,  made  me  conclude,  that  the  per- 
son, about  to  be  examined,  was  a  lord,  at 
the  very  least,  and  I  could  not  help  think- 
ing to  myself,  that  it  was  a  good  deal  better 
to  be  a  lord  in  Cornwall  than  in  St.  James's 
Street.  But,  Gentlemen,  guess,  if  you  can, 
at  my  astonishment,  when,  upon  the  ter- 
mination of  the  evidence  ofthisman.to  be 
known  to  whom  some  of  the  advocates,  on 
both  sides,  seemed  to  be  proud,  I  looked  up 
behind  me  (to  the  side  of  the  judge  where  he 
was  standing)  and  perceived  an  attorney,  of 
the  nameot  Coons,  with  a  bundle  of  smoky 
papers  in  his  hand,  tied  round  with  a  bit  of 
pack-thread!  This  was  the  Town-Clerk  o{ 
Gram.pouiid,  upon  whose  advice,  as  he  him- 
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self  stated  the  court-leet  of  the  igtli  of  Octo- 
ber wasadjoiiritd,  and  vhoiitterdedasloun- 
elark,  on  tha  2oih  of  O.;tobor.  There  was 
very  little  to  excite  in  eresl  in  the  con- 
duct of  this  man,  ar  Grampjund  ;  nor  did 
his  evidence  seem  to  lie  very  important  ; 
but,  wl).it  the  devil  entitled  him  to  the  j^rivi- 
lege  of  gii-ing  his  evidence  frum  the  side  of 
the  bench  wiiere  the  Judge  was  fitting  !  I 
put  this  question  to  one  of  the  counsellors, 
who,  alter  having  taken  a  moment  as  it  were 
to  reflect  upon  the  probable  cause,  fold  me 
that  Cooile  was  tiie  under-shdri//' ihlsyL^av. 
Not  S-^iisfit'd  with  this,  however,  I  applied, 
for  further  explanation,  to  a  neighbour  on 
rny  lefr,  who,  at  first,  answered  me  witii  a 
*'  hush,  hush,  hush,"  raising  his  eyes  slowly 
towards  Coode,  and,  at  last,  fiKing  them 
upon  him,  in  a  look,  expressive  cf  that 
veneration  and  awe,  which,  through  the 
windows  of  the  print-shop  in  Pail-iMall, 
you  see  so  admirably  blended  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  Abelaed   kneeling  before  the 

Crucifix. In  short,  not  to  waste  my  and 

your  time  in  minute  descriptions,  I  found, 
that  this  man's  name  was  Edward  Coode, 
the  partner  of  another  attorney  ef  the  name 
of  Char'es  Rashleigh ;  that  these  men,  as 
attoinies,  have  the  giving  of,  perhaps, 
three  or  four  hundred  fi-ea  in  a  ve^r ;  that 
Rashleigh  is  Receiver-General  of  thectjunty, 
and  Clerk  of  the  general  meetings  of"  the 
Drpity  Lieutenants,  that  is  to  say,  in  fact, 
the  representative  of  the  Lord  i>ieutenant; 
that  Coode  is  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  tVvHce  for 
the  cuun'y,  Tiea>urerof  the  county,  l'o>vn 
Clerk  of  the  Borr-ughs  of  G;ampound,  St. 
'M!C:)ael,  and  Tregony  ;  that  Coode  is,  ai- 
•  ni'-'t  evey  other  year  (the  law  prohibiting 
his  bjuig  so  everii  year),  under-slieriff  of 
theco'intv,  in  which  years,  you  know,  the 
law  f >rbi.!s  liim  lo  be  an  attorney,  and,  of 
coni-,e,  you  know,  he  ca^ts  his  capacity  of 
ationiey  for  those  years,  takuig  it  up  again 
at  tlie  end  of  each  year;  that  Coode  is, 
bt^sid.s,  a  banker;  that,  together,  or  sepa- 
r.iiely,  these  men  are  agents,  in  one  way  or 
ano(her,  for  two  thirds  of  all  tho^e  who 
■  have  influence  \n  thecf)unty;  that  Rashleigh, 
whose  interest  put  Gkegok,  the  late  county 
member,  in,  has  now  put  in  his  own 
nephew  in  Gregor's  stead;  that  such,  and  so 
'  generally  kn.>wn  and  acknowledged,  is  the 
'extent  of  their  power,  that  t!)e  common 
people,  who  are  backward  neither  in  per- 
ceiving nor  ridiculing  the  degrad-^lion  of  the 
higlxr  orders,  call   these   ir.en,    one   King 

Charles  and  the  oihcr  King    Edward  

Weil  might  my  poor  friend  Abelard  cry 
"  hush  "  !  Well  might  an  ignorant  crowd 
«tare  with  admiration  !  But,  that  the  Lor 
should  look  obse^uioui  !    That  ihoTe  shoulJ 
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I  be  met  with,  amongst  gentlemen  by  profes- 

I  sion,    and,     what    is   more,     men    of  really 

great  talents,  a    rivalship    in  this  the   most 

d"giading    sort    o(  hug'jeni.  is  a  reflection, 

at  which  the  mind  sickons  with  disgust. 

The  uTxt  witness  called  was  Edward 
Ho.\RE — Sir  Christopher  asked  him  on  the 
loih  of  October,  if  lie  would  be  upon  the 
jury  ;  he  answered  that  he  was  very  willing; 
Sir  C.  said  that  he  wanted  to  bring  in  a  i^vr 
friends  ;  the  witness  told  him  he  would  vote 
for  any  of  his  friends  ;  Sir  C-  told  him  that 
he  would  get  nothing  from  the  Cochranes  ; 
witness  answe/ed  that  he  expected  nothing  ; 
was  then  told  by  SirC.  ihat,  if  he  would  go 
into  the  jury,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  in 
free-men,  he  would  always  be  a  triend  to 
him  ;  tlfis  was  about  half  an  hour  beiore  the 
court  met. 

William  Goyen  said,  that,  about  two 
or  three  days  before  the  court  iiiet,  on  the  19th 
of  October,  the  Mtyor's  son  came  for  him 
and  Restarick  ;  they  went  to  the  Mayor's 
house  ;  Sir  C.  was  there,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Dillon  was  th'.  re  ;  Sir  C.  asked  him  to  be  on 
the  jury,  to  bring  in  such  and  such  men, 
the  six  that  were  proposed  ;  he  answered 
that  he  would  not,  and  that  he-  thought  there 
wts  no  necessity  of  bringing  in  any  fieemen 
at  thai  coart. ;  Sir  C.  said,  that,  if  he  would 
nor,  he  could  get  ten  of  the  party  to  bring 
in  half  the  town,  if  he  wished  it  ;  answer- 
ed that  he  thought  he  could  not  get  one  ;  Sir 
C.  mentioned  names  ;  attended  the  co'.n-t  on 
the  If)' h;  remembers  that  several  freem:?n 
were  present  ready  to  go  upon  the  j-iry  j 
Restarick  was  not  present  at  the  conversa- 
tion between  him  and  Sir  Christopher. 

J()n:*  BiiowM  said,  that  all  ihedefendant  s 
(naming  them)  were  present,  wh  -n  the 
court  was  adjourned,  on  the  iQ  h  ;  Charles 
Varcoe  (one  of  theCapiial  tiu  gessts  put 
upon  il)e  jury)  w  is  so  feeble  as  10  t)e  unable 
to  walk  alone  ;  Varcoe  did  not  appear  to 
hear  his  iia:ne  wh-^ti  it  was  callt-d  ;  Vaicoe's 
son  touciud  his  fa; her,  when  his  name  was 
called,  and  said,  "  you  must  say,  here,  fa- 
"  ther  ;"  V  ircoe,  when  sworn  (L)y  Mr. 
Coodr)  appeared  lo  be  in  a  torpid  senseless 
state  ;  Vavcoe  was  told  when  he  was  to  kiss 
the  book  ;  says,  that,  in  .Lin.  ISO7,  he 
heard  John  Croggon  and  Symons  (who 
was  Mayor  when  this  ira;i-ac!ion  took  place) 
say,  that,  at  a  former  ek-ctinii.  Varcoe  was 
i.i  a  state  of  dotage,  and  did  not  know 
whathes.iid;  has  r.l  ditl'ereiit  times,  before 
Ociober,  IbOJ,  heaid  the  Rev  George 
Moore  say,  that  there  could  not  be  li.'gal- 
ly  put  upon  a  jury  any  more  tiian  two 
capital  burgesses  ;  and  that  all,  except  two, 
must  be  free-men, 
Fkakbis  Bkow.v    corroborates   the    evl» 
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dence  of  John  Brown  with  respect  to  llu- 
dni;jge  and  iinb'.'ciUivy  of  Varcoc  ,  \vt  ^aw 
Varcoe  swora  ;  lie  saw  Sir  Cluisioplicr  CMn- 
vassing 

Philip  I  ukk  saiJ,  that,  bet  ween  the 
holding  of  the  iwo  ro  iris,  \\\e  lii^v  Giioxge 
Mo  )re  came  to  liim,  desired  liiiii  and  his 
wiff  to  go  to  his  hou-ie,  anJ  asked  tht-m  if 
they  would  rather  live  wel/,  or  hard  ;  hf 
answered,  that,  to  be  sine,  h:;  would  rat lu-r 
'live  well  ;  the  reverend  George  Moore  siicl 
he  would  give  him  a  line  to  c  nry  :o  S  r 
Chri-.inphc'r  at  Tiewitiien  ;  told  the '/<-/'er/'//(/ 
Moore  that  lie  would  not  accept  of  it.  and 
that  he  would  not  deceive  hi->  part"  for  a 
th;)U'and  pounds  ;  the  leve/end  Mo.ive  told 
him  to  i^o  and  coMsider  ot  it  ;  iiere  'hey 
parted.  Being  cri»ss-exa!Tjined,   he   said, 

that,  on  ib.e  K)ih,.the  0)chrane  party  met, 
and  thnt  a  (lajiL-r  was  diawo  up  ::boal  \\  ho 
should  g  )  lo  ilie  cuurt  and  who  sliouH  stay 
away  ;  that  the  old  men  were  lo  sta\  awav  ; 
b.-ea^ise  the  «ild  men  !iad  not  &treiigth  to 
tarry  upon  th  jury  ;  it  wai  understood  that 
no  presentments  of  freemen  weie  t.i  be 
niade  :  it  was  so  a;;  ^'.tl  to  ;  ih.y  wen',  to 
tiie  court  a?  ■oniiuj  io  t'lis  agreement; 
bc'heies  tha'  ti:e  object  was  to  tire  out  the 
other  jurvi:.e(i  ;  at  G.>yen's,  on  the  'iGtb,  it 
V  as,  troni  M'rst  ro  last,  agreed,  that  no  pre- 
eentmeuts  of  new  tree  men  shou'd  be  madej 
they  coutiued  ihciv  re>.olu  ion  totLe  present- 
ing ot  (ree-meu. 

Ann  r,i"KE  corroborates  the  evidence  of 
her  husband  as  far  a-,  relates  to  the  ofters  of 
the  re '.•fn-nd  Moo]s,  and  adds,  that  she  was 
sen;  U)  Ci>nHiiUi.ica!.e,  and  liid  communicate, 
to  that  very  ravercnd  gen  leman,  her  hus- 
band's rejection  .>(  the  offer. 

Isaac  WATTi  sa}s.  that  Varcoe  did  not 
kii"  A  his  own  relations  ;  his  victuals  were 
cut  for  liim,  as  for  a  child  ;  on  the  2tith 
Vfrcoe  t(.dd  Walts  that  he  did  not  know 
■who  was  presented  ;  between  the  I'.yh  and 
26  h  of  Ociober,  heard  the  Hev  Mr.  Ddlon 
say,  whilethefree  men  were  huzzaing  in  the 
streets,  "■  We  will  have  some  oft  liein  o«eifoy 
"  or  one  way  ;'  "  yes,"  said  vSymon.s,  the 
Mayor,  "  for  all  their  noise,  we  will  do 
"  for  them;"  Croggon  said,  "  (hey  talk  of 
"  power,  but,  next  week,  we  will  letihem 
"  see,  whether  we  Iiave  any  power  or  n'lt  " 
Sytn()ns.said,  he  could  put  otf  the  court  f)r 
three  monUis  longer  if  he  liked,  and  that 
they  would  do  for  their  tweniy-seven  before 
the  ne.vt  week  was  over  ;  Sir  Christi>phe!-, 
who  was  present  at  this  time,  said,  '•  uiark 
"  those  men  whi  are  now  huzzamg  ;'  So- 
C.  said,  "  mind  so  and  .so,  they  bh:dl  repent 
"  ot  it."  Wiiness  saw  Georoe  Hdy^e  go 
into  Goyen's  j  he  told  witness  that  he  would 
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cau.se  him  to  be  preseiitt  1  *  ■.•.'itne.S'!.  not  bein§ 
a  free  man)  and  lliai  he  ;<!•  !  Van:(;e  were  1° 
be  upon  the  jury.  Between  the  two  courts, 
G^f.rge  Hoyte  told  the  witness,  that  Sir 
Cuiistopher  and  the  magi-.trates  (/neaning 
the  Capital  Bar^es-e-)  were  comg  i(j  meet 
ihat  e.  Miing,  being  the  24lh  nt  Oct  mer,  to 
.s'.'tde  upon  whr)  should  be  pie-iined,  and 
thai,  it  he  liked  it,  he  shoui.l  oe  one  of  the 
new  fit  e-men. 

James  Cook  corroborates  th.-  evid-.-nce  in 
proof  of  V.-ir-."o*'s  do  age ;  sa).s  thit  for 
two  years  before,  the  old  iuan  was  in  a  sta.e 
ot  srcon  i  chiiil!uK)d 

Fkancis  Bkowm  says,  that,  between  the 
two  Cfxnts.  he  heard  Symoiis  and  Joha 
Cn  gs^on,  talk  abiait  the  court  ;  both  said, 
that  they  would  make  a  preenunent  of  new 
free-men  next  court,  wJieiher  r'ght  or  wrong. 

John  Brown  said,  that  Sicccjmbe,  one 
of  I  lie  new  freemen  presented,  was  rot  an 
inliabiiant  of  the  Bwiough  at  ihe  lime  ;  be 
never  liad  a  house  in  the  place  ;  h's  father, 
indeed,  lived  a'  Gr:imponrd  ;  he  was  there 
orly  a  few  diy^  before  the  20lh  ;  was  there 
nu'rels   to  ser  his  friends. 

Joseph  Devonshire,  w!io  is  above  sirfy 
yf:\Y-  of  age,  has  never  lived  out  of  Gram- 
pjuu'.l  above- a  year;  nev^erremembersan)  Ca- 
pital Burge-ses,  excep-  the  two  Eiizors,  being 
Uj)  ill  a  jiuy  of  t.'ie  Borough  ;  has  talked 
upon  the  subject,  wi.h  many  old  iwen  now 
dead,  and  never  ht^ud  tliem  say  that  ai:y 
such  thing  '.vas. 

The  evidence  for  th.e  pvosecuiion,  whi.h, 
from  iittt  to  last,  was  given  in  a  manner  »o 
exi.ite,  in  '!)e  mii.d  of  no  one  thai  heard  it, 
the  spiahest  doiibi  of  its  truth,  imposed  a 
task  upon  seij'?ant  Lens  (who  was  in  this 
ca-e,  t'le  defender  of  Sir  Ciinsto.her) 
w'dch  he  did  not  appear  to  think  iigh:ly  of. 
A,  he  iiaJ  a  veiy  animaied  speech  of  ser- 
je.iiii  F-li  to  asu'er,  and  h.d  no  evidence  to 
}  roduce,  againsi  liiat  wiiic'i  eve>y  win  must 
lelii'vi',  he  bent  i  ■.-  endeavor.rs  towards  par- 
s'ac*,!g  the  juiy,  ih.i!  (he  (diei.ce  was  of  a 
tvjiiriu  iiatuie,  and  the  p mishment,  if  the 
defenrlers  were  found  tu'lty,  would  be 
terrrbiy  severe  In  tlx-je  eudeavours,  which 
were  well  calculated  for  the  jury,  to  whom 
he  was  addressing  himself,  lie  was  success- 
ful, notwish-taiKling  the  charge  of  the 
Judge,  wdio,  alter  a  very  minute  and  fair 
review  of  all  the  circums'.ances  of  thf  case, 
an  lot  all  the  ficis  that  were  established  by 
eunence,  at  the  end  of  a  trial  that  lasted 
-even  heurs,  'old  inejury,  that  the  conduct 
of  Sir  ChriMO|)her  and  liie  oiher  defendants. 
Ml  a'ijourning  the  court,  in  the  mai  ner  in 
wjiich  they  did  ;  that  Mr.  Moore's  otter  to 
Luke  and  his  wife ;  that  the  olibr  of  Hoyte 
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to  make  Watts  tj  freeman  noon  the  under- 
stood condition  of  the  voting;  for  Sir  Chris- 
topher ;  that  Sir  Cliristojiher's  asking  Goyen 
10  be  upon  the  jury,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  bringing  in  such  persons  as  should 
be  pointed  out:  to  him  ;  that  all  this  was 
very  moan  and  dishonourable,  and  not  less 
unlawful,  because,  as  each  jwryman  was  to 
be  sworn,  when  he  went  into  the  jury,  all 
•these  several  endeavonrs  were  made  for  the 
evident  purjwse  cf  causing  men  to  act  con- 
trary to  their  oaths  suieinnly  taken,  endea- 
vours ufKin  which  it  was  hardly  possible  to 
bestow  reprobation  sulficiently  severe. 
*'  The  point,"  concluded  he,  "  upon  which 
**  your  verdict  must  turn  is,  however,  is  this ; 
•*'  whether  the  court  of  the  lf)th  was  ad- 
**  journed  whh  good  or  an  evil  intention. 
*'  If  you  arc  of  opinion,  that  the  adjourn- 
**  nient  was  made  from  the  persuasion  that 
•'  a  fair  and  impartial  jury  could  not  be 
f*  formed  at  that  time,  and  that,  to  secure 
"  the  laudable  ends,  fur  which  the  court 
'•'  wai,  or  ought  to  have  been  holden,  it 
*'  was  necessary  to  adjourn  it,  you  will,  of 
**  course  acquit  the  defendants  ;  but,  if 
*'  yon  are  convinced,  that  the  adjournment 
"  was  made  fur  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
*'  time  to  bring  some  of  the  freemen  over 
"  to  make  such  a  presentment  as  would 
"  answer  the  self-interested  views  of 
'*  Sir  Christopher  and  the  other  defen- 
•'  dants,  then  I  am  sure  I  need  not  observe 
■**  to  you,  that  a  verdict  of  guilty  must  be 

"  the  result  of  your  deliberations." Ten 

minutes,  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  whisper- 
ing together,  on  the  part  of  the  jury,  pre- 
pared ihe  audience  for  what  was  to  follow, 
it  being  quite  impossible,  that,  as  to  opinion 
upon  the  matter,  there  should  be  the  hesi- 
tation of  a  moment.  They  told  the  Judge, 
that  they  cou/d  not  agree.  He  repeated  : 
"  If  you  are  convinced,  gentlemen,  that 
"  the  adjournment  of  the  ]()th  was  made, 
*'  not  for  any  laudable  purpose,  but  for  the 
"  purpose  of  bringing  over,  by  promises, 
*'  or  otherwise,  any  number  of  free-men 
"  to  be  put  upon  the  jury,  in  order  to  make 
"  such  a  presentment  as  wouKl  be  likely  to 
"  add  to  the  number  of  free-men  in  Sir 
"  Christopher's  interest,  it  appears  (juite 
*'  clear  to  me,  that  you  ought  to  tind  the 
•'  defendants     guilty." They      turned 


ment  of  the  feelings  naturally  arising  from 
an  acquittnl  so  pronounced. 

'i'o  apply  the  knowledge  derived  from 
these  dot  ids.  to  objects  of  a  more  general 
nature,  shall  be  -he  task  of  some  future  day. 
Tor  the  present.  Gentlemen,  I  shall  content 
myself  with  having  made  a  record  of  transac- 
tions, so  necessary  to  be  well  and  nniversaU 
ly  k:)own ;  and  shall  console  myself  with 
the  hope,  that  the  day  is  not  very  distant, 
when,  adopting  your  principles  and  imitating 
your  conduct,  the  whule  of  the  people  of 
Kngland,  may  rai>ie  their  voice  for  that 
Purity  of  Election,  without  which,  as  the 
Judge  observed  upon  tliese  trials,  our  boasts 
ed  constitution  is,  if  possible,  something 
less  than  a  shadow. 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  faithfid,  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

W'm.  CoECtTT. 


round agiin,  and,  having  literally  laid  their 
i)eads  tfj^ether  tor  about  five  minutes,  pro- 
nounced a  verdict  of  NOT  GUILTY;  up- 
on which,  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  a  very 
numerous  and  respectable  audience  di.spers- 
fA,  leaving  Sir  Christopher  Hawkins,  wh.o 
was,  all  the  while,  standing  bchind'the  i)eo- 
ijltj  iu   the  gallery,  to  an   uncnvied  cnjoy- 
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SiH  ; — I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your 
notice,  the  following  Order  issued  lately  by 
his  royal  highness  the  commander  in-chief, 
as  i  think  it  highly  deserving  of  being  trans- 
mitted to  po.sterity.  in  your  vahiable  record 
of  official  documents.  I  think  it  unnecessary 
to  make  anv  obseivalions  oil  this  Order,  as 
unqualified  approbation,  mingled  with  strong 
feelings  cf  admiration,  is  the  only  sentiment 
which  can  possibly  be  excited  by  it.  It  \% 
truly  pleasant  to  fuid  men  high  in  oflice, 
occupied  with  matters  of  real  importance  ! 
And  it  cannot  fail  to  give  satisfaction  to 
every  patriotic  mind,  to  observe  that  the 
lire,  kindled  by  the  leaders  of  the  Spanish 
revolution,  has  ligh'ed  up  a  correspondent 
flame  in  the  sympathetic  bosom,  of  at  least, 
one  of  the  great  leiiders  of  this  generous 
nation  ;  and  that  the  impediments  to  cordial 
co-operation,  on  our  part,  are  now  about 
to  be  icmuved- — I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

D.  M. 
General    Order,     Horse- Guards,    July    20, 
JSO&. 

"  The  commander-in-chief  directs  it  to 
"  be  notitied,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
"  state  of  ])reparaiion  for  iminediate  ser- 
"  vice  in  which  the  whole  army  is  at  this 
"  present  moment  held,  his  majesty  has 
"  been  f^^ruc.nuih/  pleased  to  dispense  with 
"  the  use  of  (ji/ci/cs,  until  further  orders. 
"  — His  royal  highness  desires  the  com- 
"  nianding  officers  of  the  regiments  will 
"  take  caie  that  the  men's  hair  is  cut  clos4 
"  to  ihrir  necks,  in  the  neatest  ai,id  most 
"  luiifunn  manner,  and  that,  their  tieadi 
"  arc  ht'pt  perfecthj  clean,  by  combing, 
"  brushing,  and  fretiuenlly  washing  them  ; 
"  for  the  latter  essential  purpose,  it  is  h^ 
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'•'  majesty'f;  pleasure  that  a  small  spoiip;e 
"  shall  hereafter  be  added  to  each  nian"s 
*'  regimental  necw'ssaries. — By  order  of  his 
"  royal  highness  the  commander-in-chief. 
"  — (^'^'o'l^'^O-  Hakuy  Calv£kx,  Adju- 
•*  lunt-^envraL". 


CORX    AGAINST    SUGAR, 

Sir, — In  taking  up  the  gauntlet  you  have 
thrown  1,  perhaps,  may  only  prove  my  own 
weakness,  and  then  be  classed  in  ycur  nu- 
merous litit  of  vanquished  knights  of  the 
cjuill.  However,  I  will,  withstanding 
all  alarm  poise  my  weak  weapon,  since  the 
battle  is  not  always  to  the  strong.  Your 
sentiments  are  clearly  expressed  ;  but,  the 
assertions  and  arguments  of  some  of  your  op- 
ponents coincide  so  ill  with  their  proofs  and 
conclusions,  I  confess,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  dis- 
cover whether  ihey  intended  to  advocate  the 
cause  of  sugar,  or  of  corn.  At  all  events, 
their  contention  against  the  prohibition  of 
the  use  of  grain  in  thedistilleries,  when  they 
admilt(?d  the  es.istence  of  a  partial  scarcity, 
was  ridiculous  enough  ;  and  betrayed  more 
avarice  than  patriotism.  I  allude  principally, 
to  your  cotemporary  journalists  and  to  the 
petitioners.  I  cannot,  however,  assent  to 
the  propriety  of  all  your  remarks  on  the 
question,  in  your  last  number,  you  exult- 
ingly  a.5k  '•'  what  will  the  barley  growers  say 
now  ?  since  the  bill  passed  it  has  continued 
to  advance,  whilst  oats  have  risen  one  third." 
This,  Sir,  is  owing  to  the  demand  for  both 
these  articles  in  the  North,  where  the  partial 
scarcity  exists  ;  to  the  short  -crop  of  last 
year  and  to  the  shutting  of  the  Dutch  ports. 
In  your  furmer  nimibers,  you  have  argued 
in  favour  of  the  continuance  of  the  bill, 
whatever  may  be  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try ;  whether  excluded  from  intercourse 
with  the  contint^nt,  or  possessing  the  fruits 
of  an  abundant  harvest ;  and  on  this  point 
we  difler.  As  a  measure  of  general  policy 
I  deem  it  a  bad  one,  since  it  destroys  the 
magazine  which  the  distilleries  afford  ;  thus 
rendering  ns  more  dependent  on  the  seasons 
and  on  foreign  supply  ;  it  is,  assuredly,  as 
important  to  become  independent  of  both 
tliese  as  of  commerce.  That  this  country 
has  produced  corn  enough  for  its  own  con- 
sumption, and  had  considerable  quantities  to 
spare,  may  be  proved  by  many  authorities. 
J  will  take  one  which  will  shew,  that  when 
the  farmer  receives  encouragement  he  will 
provide  for  the  wants  of  the  nation.  Ander- 
son, in  his  Essays,  states  "  the  average  quan- 
tity of  all  kinds  of  grain  impurt.'d  i'.iio 
Great  Britain  between  I/IO  and  17,10 
amounted  to  'iO,U7(i  qrs.  annually;  the  quan- 
tiiv  exported  to  U'tjj,4:;^  qrs.  i  'so   tLut  the 


'Corn  against  Svgcpt.  [34)5 

balance  in  our  favour  amounted  to  ^-1  i,^5(| 
qrs.  During  this  period,  it  will  be  observ- 
ed, wheat  could  not  be  imported  till  the 
price  amonted  to  .53s.  -Id.  and  not  even  thea 
under  a  duty  of  lOs.  if  above  that  price  and 
not  exceeding  aOs.  the  duty  5s.  But,  mark; 
the  difference,  in  1757  the  corn  laws  wera 
altered  and  48s.  was  fixed  as  the  import 
price,  and  the  duty  O'd.  per  (jr.;  immedi- 
ately the  exportation  beg.'in  to  decrease  and, 
on  the  average  of  years,  between  J  77-^  ^^^ 
17t)3,  the  importation  exceeded  the  expor- 
tation by  A'dOjXdy  qrs.  In  177^  the  imports 
exceeded  (he  exports  by  (^72.-300  qrs. ;  ma- 
king a  dili'erence  in  the  quantity  of  corn 
produced  in  the  years  J 750  and  ]7/'j  oi 
no  less  than  'l,6'/[],h5i)  (jrs.  "  This  de- 
ficiency, amounting  to  about  one  eight 
part  of  our  consumption,  cannot  be  attri- 
buted to  any  change  of  seasons ;  but  to  the 
aforementioned  alterations  in  the  corn  laws. 
Precisely  in  the  same  manner  will  the  inter- 
diction of  the  use  of  grain  in  the  dislillerie* 
operate;  by  abstracting  a  portion  of  de- 
mand, equal  to  their  consumption,  and  thus 
reduce  the  price  and  the  quantities  produced. 
This,  however,  would  not  be  of  such  im- 
portance, were  no  other  consideration  in- 
volved ;  for,  tha  supply  would  soon  pro- 
portion itself  to  the  demand,  and  the  farmer 
would  receive  just  the  same  proiit.  But, 
when  we  rcflect  on  the  misery  of  depen- 
dence it  becomes  a  matter  of  serious  con- 
cern ;  and  I  do  contend  that  the  distillerie.;, 
by  consuming  annually  470^000  qrs.,  may 
be  considered  as  a  provisional  depot,  con- 
taining that  quantity,  and  which  may  be 
served  out  when  necessity  requires.  Yet, 
we  are  told  by  those  who  would  have  th<; 
measure  adopted  unifoiraly,  that  this  is  a 
trilling  consideration  compared  with  the  dis- 
tressed situation  of  the  West  India  planters  : 
nnd  you  have  recommended  that  each  article 
should  be  brought  to  the  still  loailed  with  the 
same  duties  and  run  the  race  fairly.  A 
little  consideration  will  shew  the  fallacy  of 
such  reasoning.  ]Mr.  Spence  has  clearly 
proved  in  his  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  the  Ra- 
dical Cause  of  the  Distresses  of  the  West 
India  planters,"  that,  by  a  combination, 
of  circumstances,  there  are  140,000  hogs- 
heads of  sugar  produced,  annually,  more 
than  there  is  a  demand  for,  either  at  home 
or  abroad  ! — the  committee  estimate  thg 
consumption  by  the  distilieiies  at  30,000 
hogsheads  and  Mr.  Bosanquet  adniits  that 
this  new  demand  would  not  raise  the  price 
suflicienily.  This  sort  of  relief,  to  be  sure, 
would  be  more  potent  than  the  late  order  of 
ther'Oughty  Dunkirk  hero  respecting  pig  taiji 
and  the  u-e  of  ^.our.-  in  the  event  ai  fsmin?, 
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bnl  its  effects  would  be  very  ins'g.iificant. 
Why,  Mr.  C.ibnett,  should  (he  Wt-sl  India 
pLiDttTs  be  rtlievfd  at  the  expense  <.f  a 
much  more  valuable  portion  of  the  cm  nu- 
nity  ?  I  can  see  no  reason.  You  have  re- 
peatedly state  i  agriculture  to  be  the  only 
source  of  wealth;  therefore,  is  it  not  ma- 
nifesily  undermining  its  basis  to  support  the 
unwieidly  fabric  in  the  maimer  you  have 
recommended  ?  The  quest-on.  Sir,  ap- 
pears to  beihii;  shall  we  have  dear  corn 
and  independence,  or  cheap  corn  and  depen- 
dence ?  The  former  is  the  most  desira'.dc 
situation  ;  and  I  would  suggest  means  to  ob- 
tain it  but  for  the  fear  of  iheir  giving  the 
land  owner  a  pretext  to  advance  his  rents  ; 
which  would  soon  reduce  us  to  our  present 
state.  I  would,  therefore,  urge  the  pro- 
priety of  distilling  from  grain  ;  and,  if  pos- 
sible, increase  the  quantity  fo  consumed  by 
laying  an  additional  duty  on  the  importation 
of  foreign  spirits.  Your  corre-pondcnt,  Mr. 
Young,  has  recommended  a  general  enclo 
sure;  but  this,  I  agree  with  you  in  thinking, 
would  not  remedy  the  evil  of  dependence. 
Durincthe  reign  of  George  II.  this  country 
annually  exported  an  immense  quantity  of 
grain  ;  and  since  the  accession  of  hi^  present 
majesty,  notwithstanding  there  have  been 
upwards  of  loOO  arts  of  parliament  by 
which  more  than  3,000,0vK>  of  acres  are  in- 
closed, we  uniformly  import  immense 
qnaKtities.  This  wonderful  change  can  only 
be  attributed  to  the  increase  of  luxtuy  and  to 
the  extended  dtmaitd  for  the  produce  of 
pasture:  which  have  iwduced  the  farmer  to 
tnnsfer  his  capital  to  the  more  profitable 
employment.  A  general  enclosure,  1  do  not 
believe  ever  would  take  place  unless  the  im- 
port price  of  wheat  were  considerably  ad- 
vanced. A  deal  of  waste  land  will  not  at 
(he  present  price  pay  for  the  labor  and  ex- 
pense of  culiivation.  U  is  for  those  moie 
deeply  read  in  tiie  science  of  political  econo- 
my to  consider,  whether  such  an  inter- 
llrren^e  of  the  legiOature  would  prove  most 
benrficial  to  the  proprietor  or  to  the  public 
at  large. — I  am,— Sir, — With  great  respect, 
Your's,   X.  Y.     Derhj,    4   Au-.  1808. 
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SEUVING  IN  THE  BALTIC. Fruill  tllC  Loil 

don  Gazfltt  Extraordinary. 

Jdmiialty  Office,  August  23,  1S03.— 
Dispatches,  of  wluch  tlie  following  are 
copies,  have  been  this  day  received  at  this 
oflke,  from  rear  admiral  Keats,  addressed 
to  the  hon.  Wni.  Weilesley  I'ole: 

JSupcrO,    vj}'  Sproe,    in  the   Great  Belt, 


August  13,  1808. — '>iK — I  have  the  honour 
herewith  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  letters 
to  vice-admiral  Sir  James  S.nimarez,  relaliva 
to  the  escape  and  embarkation  of  great  part 
of  liie  Spanish  army  serving  in  ihi^  part  of 
Europe  :  an  erent  produced  as  well  oy  t!.e 
honour,  patriotism,  and  talents  of  its  dis- 
tingu'.?»hed  chief,  as  by  the  assistance  and 
proiec.ion  which  I  was  directed  bv  their 
lordships' orders  to  afFwrd  it.  It  the  veather 
proves  moderate  I  ho])e  to  di^enjtark  the 
greater  part  on  the  island  of  Langeland  this 
day,  where  we  have  already  a  post  of  2500 
men,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)    H.  't.  Kt.ats. 

Superb,  off  Sproe,  in  the  Great  Belt, 
August  1 1,  1808. — Sir — I  have  the  honour 
and  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  by  an 
immediate  and  zealous  pursuit  of  the  mea- 
sures recommended  in  tlie  duplicate  of  in- 
structions received  by  the  Musquiio  on  the 
5fh  instant,  his  excellency  the  Marquis  de 
la  Romana,  and  nearly  GOOD  of  the  Spanish 
troops  under  his  command,  were  embarked 
this  morning  at  Nyborg,  which  place  he 
took  possession  of  on  the  Qlh. — Ky  a  combi- 
nation of  the  same  plan,  more  than  1000 
have  joined  us  this  morning,  by  sea,  from 
Jutland,  and  another  thousand  are  thrown 
into  Langeland,  to  strengthen  the  post  held 
by  the  Sp.uiish  forces  in  thit  island,  where  it 
is  proposed  to  land  the  remainder  the  moment 
circumstances  of  weather  will  permit  of  our 
moving.  The  arrival  of  the  Spanish  officer 
in  the  Edgar,  on  the  5th,  of  whosr  spirited 
escape  to  the  squadron  you  were  inlormed 
by  captain  Graves,  greatly  facilitated  our 
means  of  communication. — \o  doubt  could 
be  entertained  of  the  honour  and  patriotism 
(jf  soldiers,  wdio,  indignant  at  the  proposal 
of  deserting  their  allegiance,  though  sur- 
rounded by  hostile  battalions,  planted  their 
colours  in  the  centre  of  a  circle  ti;ey  formed, 
and  swore  on  their  knees  to  be  faithlul  to 
their  country.  All  were  eqiuilly  anxious  of 
returning  to  it.  But  one  regiment  in  Jut- 
land was  too  distant,  and  too  critically  situa- 
ted to  etTect  its  escape  ;  and  two  in  Zealand, 
after  having  fired  on  the  French  general 
Frision,  who  commanded  lliem,  and  killed 
one  of  his  aid-de-camps,  have  been  dis- 
armed.— Some  untoward  circumstances  lia- 
viug  occasioned  suspicion,  and  made  a  pre- 
mature execution  of  the  plan  necessary,  the 
wind  and  ciureiit  being  adverse,  I  left  the 
Superb  on  the  8' h,  and  went  in  my  barge 
to  the  Brunswick,  off  Nyhorg,  and  two 
hours  af  er  my  flag  was  hoisted.  On  the 
pth  the  general  to.jk  pos.session  of  tlie  town. 
— Although  the  Daiiisli  garrison  yiehled  to 
circuiublance.s,  an   aimed   biig  of  eii^hlcett 
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&uns,  the  Fama,  and  a  cutter,  thef);Uorman, 
of  twelve,  moored  across  the  harbour  near 
the  town,  rejected  all  remonstrance  on  the 
part  of  the  Danes,  and  every  otier  of  secu- 
rity rnade  by  tlie  general  and  myself.  The 
reduction  of  these  vessels  being  absolutely 
necessary,  :ind  the  Spanish  general  unwilling 
to  act  hostiiely  against  Denmark,  such  small 
vessels  and  boats  as  could  be  collected  were 
put  under  the  command  of  capt.  M'Nainara, 
cf  the -Edgar,  who  attacked  and  look  them. 
On  this  occasion  1  have  to  lament  the  loss  of 
lieutenant  Harvey,  an  otticer  of  much 
merit,  of  the  Superb,  and  two  seamen 
wounded  ;  the  enemy  had  seven  killed  and 
thirteen  wounded.  —  I  should  iiave  noticed 
that  the  Spaniards,  inilated  at  the  opposi- 
tion their  friends  who  came  to  their  support 
met  with,  departed  in  so(ne  measure  fiom 
the  general's. intention,  and  fired  some  shot  j 
at  them  before  they  struck. — Expedition  ! 
being  deemed  of  the  greatest  impoiiance,  I  1 
shifted  my  fl  ig  to  the  Hound  in  the  harbour  ;  1 
and  as  neither  of  the  3  t,hips  of  the  line, 
from  circumstances  of  the  weather,  could  1 
be  brought  near  in,  5"]  sloops  or  doggers, 
found  in  the  port,  were  fitted  by  the  sea- 
men, into  which  great  part  of  the  artillery,  j 
baggage,  and  stores,  were  embarked  that 
night  and  the  following  day,  and  removed 
to  the  point  of  Slypsharn,  four  miles  from 
Nyborg,  where  the  army  was  embarked 
safely,  and  without  opposition,  this  morn- 
ing, notwithstanding  the  very  unfavourable 
state  of  the  weather,  and  they  are  no.w 
under  the  protection  of  his  majesty's  ships 
at  the  anchorage  otf  the  Island  ot  Sproe, — 
Some  sacrifices  of  horses  and  stores  were 
conceived  necessary  by  the  general  ;  and  as 
I  considered  it  right,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances,  to  enter  into  the  view?  and 
wishes  of  the  marquis  de  la  Romana,  every 
unavoidable  act  of  hostility  was  rigidly 
abstained  Irom,  for  I  did  not  consider  it  aiiy 
to  bring  away  the  brig  and  cutter  that  re- 
jected our  offer  of  security,  and  I  forcibly 
opposed  our  entrance  into  the  port  j  and  I 
even  undertook  to  liberate  tl)e  vessels  em- 
ployed as  transports,  provided  no  interruption 
was  made  by  any  to  the  peaceable  embark- 
ation of  our  friends. — I  should  be  unjust 
to  the  meritorious  exertions  of  the  officers 
and  seamen  employed  on  this  short  but 
fatiguing  service,  if  1  neglected  to  represent 
their  merits  on  this  occasion  to  you  5  capt. 
Graves's  services  were  required  afloat ;  capt. 
M'Namara,  of  the  Edgar,  ui:dertook  the 
e.'jLiipment  of  the  transports,  with  the  em- 
barkation of  the  stores  ;  the  embarkation  of 
the  troops  was  made  under  the  direction  of 
capt.   Jackson^    of   the  Superb,    and   capt. 
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Lcjckyer,  of  the  Hound;  capt.  Smith,  of 
the  Devastation,  and  capt.  James,  ot  the 
Kite,  were  indefatigable  in  liieir  exertions 
in  the  various  duties  I  assigned  them.  Many 
circumstances  having  couibined  lo  make  an 
sttack  on  the  rear  probable,  gieat  precaution 
was  necessary.  —  Such  guns  as  could  be 
brouglit  aaainst  us  were  spiked,  and  liis 
embarkation  wa.s  covered  and  most  r-fiec- 
tually  protected  by  the  Minx  gun-brig  and 
the  two  prizes.,  and  by  the  verv  juon  ions 
disposition  of  the  gun-boats,  undt-r  the 
command  of  capt.  Ivlay,  of  tie  my.d  aitil- 
lery,  who  volunteered,  and  « ho-e  services 
on  this  and  othtr  occasi<ji',s  vicre  liighi;  use- 
ful,— It  is  not  easy  to  express  tiiejoyand 
saiisfaction  felt  by  every  class  of  the  army 
at  this  event  ;  arid  no  circumstance,  I 
believe,  could  h.ave  afforded  more  real  plea- 
sure to  us  all.  One,  the  regiment  oi  Za- 
n.ora,  made  a  march  of  18  Danish  miles  ia 
21  hours. — i  transmit  herewith  for  your 
fur. her  information,  copies  of  such  letters 
as  I  deemed  it  requisite  to  address  to  his 
Exc.-the  Marq;  de  la  Romana  and  the  gover- 
nor of  Nyborg  on  this  occasion.  The  replies 
to  the  former  were  verbal,  through  a  confi- 
dential ofirx-er,  and  the  latter  were  mad« 
personally. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  G.  Keats  — Vice  admiral  Sir 
James  ^aumarez,  &c.  &cc.  &c. 

Note. — Since  this  letter  was  concluded, 
we  entertain  some  hopes  that  part  of  the 
regiment  in  Jutland,  we  thought  lost,  has 
escaped  to  the  post  at  Langeland,  by  the 
western  channel. 

Supurh,  0^^  Langelnnd,  Augnst  5,  ISOS. 
— Sihs — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
t'lat  I  have  received  from  my  government 
the  most  positive  instructions  to  endeavour 
to  communicate  with  the  Spanish  officers 
commanding  the  troops  of  that  nation  in  the 
vicinity  of  my  corjmand,  and  to  concert 
with  them  measures  to  secure  their  retreat 
from  any  place  of  embarkation  which  they 
may  possess,  and  for  placing  them  in  a 
state  of  security  until  transports  for  their 
reception  can  be  piovided  to  convey  them  to 
Spain,  for  which,  as  well  as  the  necessary 
provisions,  measures  b^.vc  already  been  ta- 
ken, and  indeed  of  the  arrival  of  them  I 
am  in  hourly  expectation.  Until  that  period 
shall  arrive,  they  are  welcome  to  share  in 
tiie  accommodatio!!  and  provisions  of  the 
ships  ur.der  my  command,  but  as  that  might 
not  affv)rd  ample  means  at  present,  although 
I  am  in  espectaiion  of  the  coni:inmder  ui 
cliief,  1  would  suggest,  under  the  pressure 
of  circumstances,  the  removal  of  the  troops 
to  some  of  the  islands  in  the  Belt  for  their 
perfect  aecuritj. — But  a.s   a  measure  of  tlvis 
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mngnitude   to  the  interebts   of  the   Spauisii 
ration  would  necessarily  rccjuire  a  conoerlfd 
plan,  lest  by  attention  to  partial  interests  the 
gtfneral  one  nji^ht  snlier,   1  request  an  unre- 
served and  confidential  conimunication,  either 
to   the  ships   ot)  Nyborg.  that  stationed  off 
Langeland.  or  any  ot  his  Britannic  majesty's 
ships  in  the  Belt,  and  through  the  bearer  of 
this,  or   bv  any   other    means.     I    propuse 
•ending  on  Sunday,  unless  I   should    earlier 
rece  ve    somi-  person  on  board,    a   flag   of 
fiuce,  under  some  pretext,  lo  the  Spani'^h 
post   at   Spoysberg,    and   if  this   should   be 
safely   received,   1  wish,    in  token   of  it,  a 
small  guard  might  parade  in  some  cou'-pi- 
cu  ;us  situation  at  noon  to-morrow,  near  the 
English   ship  at   anchor  or  under  sail  near 
Spoysberg. — In   my   present   sit  lation   it   is 
impossible,  ardently  a»  I  enter  into  the  views 
of  my  government  and  the  Spanish   nation, 
to  attempt  to  lay  down  any  fixed  plan.     My 
services,    and    tho'-e    of    every  Englishmsin 
Tinder   my  command,    are  devoted   to   the 
cause  ;   but  before  mea'iures  can  be  adopted, 
we  must  communicate,  agree  on,  and  com- 
bine, as  far  as  it  may  be  possible,  the  inter- 
ests of  the    Spanish  troops  in  Jutland  and 
Zealand  with  those  in  Funen  and  Langeland. 
J  shall  keep  a  ship  tor  some  d.iys  oiY  S[)oys- 
berg ;  and  every  ship  under  my   command 
will  be  on  the  look-out  and  receive  any  boats 
that  may  approach  them.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  ice.   C^igned)  R.  G.  Keats — ^l"o  the 
officers  of  bis  most  catholic  maje-ity's  troops. 
Superb,  off  Langtlnnd,  August  /,    180S. 
—Sir,  understanding  t;om  the  Spanish  offi- 
cer  that   the  accompanying  paper  *    is  the 
true  state  and  situation  of  the  Spanish  troop.s 
in   Denmark  and  its  dependencies,  the  fol- 
lowing,   according    to  the  various  circum- 
stances that  present  themselves  to  my  view, 
appears  to  form  a  plan  that  promises  the  fair- 
Cit  prospect  of  .<uccess  to  insure  their  secu- 
rity  and  ultimate  embarkation  : — Those  in 
Zealand  I  would  propose  to  force   their  way 
to  the   Peninsula,  of  whiih  Halskon,  near 
Corsoir,  forms  the  prdjecting  point  towards 
'  Sproe, — That    isthmus   appears  capable   of 
being"  defended,  or  at  least  seems  to  afford 
the   means  of  defence  for  a  few  days,  till  1 
could  remove  them   to  the  island  of  Sproe. 
—Those  at  Frederisca,  by  seizing  on  vessels, 
might  possibly  force   an   embarkation,  and 
unite   wich    those  on   Funcn,  which  might 
perhaps  be  favoured  by  some  movements  of 
the  troops  at  Odense.— Separate,  or  united 
with  those  in  Jutland,  I  apprehend  "those  in 

*  Thought  unnecessary  now  to  send. 


Funen  could  securs  themselves  in  the  Presqu' 
I.de  (peninsula)  which  terminates  near  the 
i.sland  of  Uomsoe,  ot  which  the  pass  near 
Kuneminde  appears  to  form  the  Gorge,  and 
1  could,  if  necessary,  remove  them  to  Rom- 
soe  ;  it  wouM  greatly  facilitate  the  necessary 
oaval  operations,  and  might  enable  me  to 
send  a  ship  of  ihe  line  towards  Frederi-ica  to 
favour  the  troops  in  Jutland,  it  those  in 
Langeland  should  be  thoaght  in  security  on 
that  island  ;  if  they  should,  the  other  troops 
might  be  landed  at  leisure  on  that  island,  and 
the  whole  embarked  from  thence  ;  but  if 
the  troops  at  present  there  are  incapable  of 
maintaining  themselves  at  that  place,  in 
that  case  I  must  leave  a  ship  of  the  line  and 
a  sloop,  which  could,  at  almpst  any  time, 
receive  them  on  board,  and  convey  them  to 
any  other  place  that  might  be  approved  of, 
till  transports  could  be  procured  for  their 
reception. —My  means,  (three  ships  of  the 
line  and  half  a  dozen  small  vessels  at  most,) 
are  not,  perhaps,  sufficient  to  emb'"ace  all 
these  objects  at  once  j  but  the  zeal  and  ex- 
ertion of  the  tjfficers  and  ships'  companies 
would  greatly  diminish  the  difficnlties,  and 
I  should  be  mucli  aided  in  lending  assistance 
to  the  troops  at  Frederisca,  if,  as  I  have  be- 
fore said,  those  in  Langeland  shouM  be  con- 
sidered capable  of  maintaining  that  post 
without  any  immediate  support.  I  am 
a.vare  some  sacrifices  of  horses,  and  perhaps 
cannon,  might  be  necessary,  and  we  must 
be  prepared  to  ejicounter  even  unforseeen 
ciitficulties  j  naval  arrangements  and  move- 
ments are  ever  dependent,  in  some  degree, 
on  weather  ;  but  1  should  hope  to  surmount 
them  all.  It  would,  of  course,  be  right  la 
drive  in  cattle,  ar.d  take  whatever  provisions 
might  be  practicable  with  the  troops,  as  it 
would  not  only  save  our  present  supply, 
which,  the  victuallers  not  having  at  this  mo- 
ment arrived,  is  rallier  scanty  for  the  Sp.i- 
nish  army,  but  would  put  me  at  ease  on  that 
score,  provided  any  unavoidable  delay  should 
intervene,  and  prevent  ray  .sending  supplies 
to  them  on  shore. — In  my  present  uninform- 
ed state  I  am  not  in  a  situation  to  judge  how 
far  it  might  be  in  the  pov^rer  of,  or  deemed 
preferable  by  the  Spanish  commander,  to 
seize  on  Nyborg.  It  would  secure  the  inac- 
tivity of  the  gun-boats  in  that  port.  But 
such  a  measure  might  possibly  involve  tho 
safely  of  the  troops  in  Zealand  and  Jutland, 
by  inducing  the  Danes  to  act  hostilely.  when 
otherwise  they  might  be  disposed  to  wink  at, 
or  make  no  serious  eiVorts  to  impede,  the 
quiet  icmoval  of  the  Spaui-sh  troops, 
flo  he  continued.) 
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*'   Oh,  that  mine  eut.:Tiy  had  writieii  a  Book 
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SUMxMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

DaKK     OF    York. In    tlui    natural, 

tliough,  perhaps,  vain,  hope,  tliat  what  I 
now  write  may  be  read  at  a  time  when  many 
oircamstances,  now  notorious  anl  familiar, 
will  have  been  forgotten,  I  am  induced  to 
enter  upon  the  subject  before  me  with  a  for- 
niaiity  of  statement,  which,  were  it.  not  lor 
such   hope,  would   be   absurd,    or  at  least, 

would  not  appear   quite  necessary. For 

some  we^ks  p.ist,  I  -might  tay  for  some 
months,  there  has  been  a  talk  about  sending 
the  Duke  of  York,  who  is,  and,  for  several 
years,  has  been,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  land  forces  of  this  country,  to  lake  the 
chief  command  of  the  troops  sent,  and  about 
to  be  sent,  by  England,  lo  the  aid  of  the 
people  ofSpain  and  Portugal,  in  theirpresent 
arduous  struggle  against  the  French.  This 
rumour  has  excited  great  interest  amongst 
all  ranks  of  people,  from  the  leading  men  in 
and  about  the  metropolis,  down  to  the  very 
clowns  in  their  Sunday  mornings' chat  at  the 
church  doors  ;  and,  upon  this  subject,  though 
upon  no  other  that  can  be  mentioned,  there 
a  ppearsto  ha  ve  been  a  pt-  rfect  una  n  i  m  i  ty  of  feel- 
ing and  of  expression.  Thepresshas  not  been 
idle,  it  has,  in  all  the  ways  that  it  is  capa- 
ble of  opeiating,  kept  pace  wiih  the  col- 
loquial dlscus.sions ;  and,  as  party  writers, 
■who  are  opposed  to  each  other,  must  have 
something,  in  each  other,  to  find  Uuilt  with, 
every  writer  appears  to  have  made  it  his  stu- 
dy to  seek  out,  in  his  opponent,  as  an  ob- 
ject of  attack,  a  failure,  in  sonje  respect  or 
other,  to  do  justice  to  the  public  sentiment 

upon  this  particular  subject. Such,    with 

respect  to  the  Duke  of  York,  was  the  stale 
of  the  public  mindj  when,  about  twelve  d.jys 
ago,  an  anonymous  pamphlet  of  fifty-three 
pages,  published  by  Mr.  Symonds  of  Pater- 
noslerRow, London, madeiisappearance,  un- 
der the  tiile  of  "  A  PLAi>f  Statement  ov 
"  THE  Conduct  of  the  Ministry  and 
"  THE  Opposition,  towards  His  Royal 
"  Highness  the  Duke  of  Yoi-.k  3"  whicii 
pamphlet  it  is  n)y  present  intention  to  an  i- 

lyse  and  remark  upon. First,  however, 

let  me  state  what  the  painphlel  does  not  con- 
tain.  -Wht-n  I  saw  a  thing  written  in  tlie 

way  of  answer  to  those,  who,  in  the  base 
eanc  of  the  day,  are  called  "  the  Uhelleri' 
Qt'  tJie  Duke  uf  York^  I  Hatur.iUy  expected 


= — [354 

to  find,  in  this  answer,  something  or  other 
respecting  the  military  commands,  with 
which  he  had  before  been  invested  ;  because 
the  point,andthesole  point  at  is-^ue,  was  whe- 
ther, or  not,  he  ought  novv  to  have  the 
command  inSpain;  and,  no  oiiecould  possibly 
fail  to  perceive,  that  that  point  must  be  de- 
cided, in  all  rational  and  in)partipl  minds, 
by  the  experience  of  the  pa^t.  What  was 
my  surprise,  then,  to  find,  that  the  pamph- 
leteer, the  avowed  defender  and  eulogist  ct 
the  Duke,  said  not  a  word  of  the  Duke'ii 
commands  upon  tlie  continent  of  Europe,  and 
did  not  even  glance  at  them  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  rnd  of  bis  work,  though 
of  the  publications,  of  which  it  was  his 
object  to  couiplain,  there  was  not  one, 
which  had  not,  in  some  way  or  other, 
touclied  upon  those  commands  !  Before 
all  other  things,  therefore,  it  appeared 
necessary  lo  clear  up  these  matters,  or,  at 
leart,  to  say  all  that  an  advocate  was,  upoa 
such  an  occasion,  able  to  say.  But,  instead 
of  this  what  have  we  ?  Why  the  following 
curious  logic,  which  I  may  venture  10  say 
will  long  remain  without  an  equal. — "  Froni 
*'  his  yo'.ith  upv/ards,  bis  royal  highness  has 
"  passed  through  every  stage  of  his  mil'tary 
"  career.  Xo  one  has  yet  appeared  so  totni!/ 
"  wanting  of  all  tiuth,  as  to  question  kii 
"  rnyaL  highnesses  personal  courage.  Let 
"  it  be  granted  then,  that  with  this  oi7:.'J0tt'- 
"  UdiTed  personal  courage,  added  to  the  coiTi- 
'■'  mon  sense,  which,  wc  should  hope,  no 
"  one  will  deny  him,  his  royal  highness  has, 
'/  at  least,  obtained  the  common  knowledge 
"  of  his  profession.  Let  us  at  least  allow 
"  him  what  is  deniea  to  no  one,  that  he 
"  eanHot  have  passed  through  such  a  course 
"  of  sJud)',  and  under  the  best  mailers  of 
"  the  age,  without  having  acquired  what 
'•  is  almost  necessarily  acquired  by  every 
"  one  in  a  similar  course.  Grant  that  his 
"  royal  highue.'>s  is  not  superior  to  other  ge- 
'•'  nerals,  ivky  should  he  be  inferior  ?  It  is 
"  known  to  every  one  wd]oaj)proacbes  him, 
"  that  he  is  no;  wanting  in  natural  talents, 
"  in  a  solid  and  just  undcrilanding, 
"  and  in  the  art  of  observing,  and  uvuilaig 
"  himself  0/ his  ohervalioiis.  Let  us  put  it 
"  therefore,  to  the  candour  of  th.e  publ'c, 
"  and  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  army,  if,  wiih 
"  ih-ck  an   u»Alerstaauing  and  juch   expe- 
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*'  ricncp,  surk  advantages  of  r;\!ik,  and 
*'  with  such  good  masters,  it  is  nut  a 
"  lessonable  presuniprion.  that  his  royal 
"  highness  h;is  ;<t  least  the  common  and 
•••'  sufficient  knowlevigeofhiMiiilitarv  protes- 
"   sion  ?     Surc/i/,   it   is  not  tno  much  lo  ask 

"   this  concession." This  is  not,  indeed, 

generally  speaking,  much  to  ask.  The  dis- 
putant who  sh'j'ild  relate  to  grant  it,  even 
in  this  particular  case,  might  be  deemed 
cruel,  perhaps.  But,  suppose //c  i//or/A/ rc- 
fiise,  and  suppose  lus  refusal  should  be 
grounded  upon  a  denial  of  those  premises, 
which  this  export  rensoncr  presun^es  all  the 
world  to  admit  ?  L^on  this  supposition, 
what  becomes  of  the  argument  ?  It  is  not 
thus,  that  men  argue  to  conviction.  Con- 
viction, by  tlie  means  of  argument,  requires 
premises  really  admitted,  or,  which  is  the 
same  thing  in  effect,  f.'.cts  which  are  gene- 
rally acknowledged,  and  which  acknowledge- 
ment is  a  necessary  consequence  of  well- 
known  deeds  or  events.  If,  indeed,  this 
writer  had  appealed  to  the  history  of  the 
actions,  in  wliii:h  the  Duke  has  been  engage 
ed,  and  shewed  us  that  there  were  proofs  of 
what  he  chose  to  take  as  his  premises,  the 
conclusion  might  naturally  have  followed  ; 
but,  whatever  may  be  the  facf,  howe\er 
true  it  may  possibly  be,  that  the  Duke 
**  has,  £t  least,  the  common  and  sufficient 
"  knowledge  of  his  military  proffssion," 
this  writer  has  stated  nothing,  nothing  at 
^ll,  in  proof  of  the  proposition  ;  which, 
therefore,  remains  a  subject  o|jen  to  discus- 
sion, but  which  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  discuss,  and  shall  only  just  observe,  with 
respect  to  the  '•'  lest  inaslcis  of  the  age," 
either  the  writer  muNt  allude  to  such  as  are 
now  under  the  Doke's  own  commnud,  or  to 
such  as  have  been  beaten,  and  driven  from 
one  end  -of  Europe  to  tiie  other,  by  that 
enemy,  against  whom  we  have  now  to 
contend.  But,  is  it  .sufFicient  to  ask  n-;, 
*'  why  the  Duke  should  be  inferior  to  othtr 
"  generals  ?  "  Is  it  right  to  throw  upon 
tlte  public  the  burthen  of  proof,  that  our 
Commander  in  Chief,  that  the  person  on 
whrtse  wisdom  and  skdl  and  valour  so  much 
must  depend,  that  the  person  who  is  en- 
trusted with  the  defence  of  our  country  ; 
\i  it  right -to  throw  upon  us  the  burihc'n  ui 
proving,  that  this  person  is  inferior  to  other 
pentrais  ?  Is  it  upon  ground  like  this,  that 
tiH'  writer  puts  forward  a  claim  to  our  confi- 
d'^nce  ?  On5  might  have  expected,  that 
ibe  avowed  advocate  of  hiu),  who  is  so 
highly  eir.powortd  and  entrusted,  and  who 
receivei  siims  su  verv  largo  from  the  jnibhc 
p\irsc,  would  have  made  it  a  point,  especial- 
ly as  his  ^-rofiia^ed  purpose  was  to  remove 


"  public  prejudices,"  to  end?avour,  at  lea.st, 
to  convince  us,  tliat  the  D  ikcj,  the  person 
who  is  to  have  tlie  chief  comma  ;d  in  de- 
fending onr  properties  and  our  lives,  n  supe- 
rior, in  military  merit,  to  other  generals, 
or  to  .'^uch  01  her  general*,  at  least,  as  we 
have  in  our  service.  If  the  country  be  not 
in  danger;  if  there  be  not  a  strong  probabi- 
lity, that  this  land  will  be  invaded  by  a 
powerful  foreign  foe,  why  all  these  prepa- 
rations ?  Wh.y  all  these  forts  and  posts  and 
barracks  ;  why  all  these  volunteers  and  local 
militia  and  foreign  troops;  why  such  im- 
mense expenses ;  why  such  .sacrifice.^  of  every 
dcsciiption  ?  Weil,  then,  such  being  the 
case,  is  it  sufficient  to  ask  us  to  prove,  that 
he,  who  is  entrusted  wiih  the  direction  of 
all  this  force,  \i  irf.'rinr  tn  other  generals  > 
Is  this  thought  sullicieut  lo  satisfy  us,  espe- 
cir^lly  when  accompanied  with  a  charge  of 
liiel  again«t  every  one,  who,  for  years 
past,  hr.s  dared  to  move  his  pen  upon  th« 
subject  ?  Such  a  writor  does,  verily,  com- 
plain, Vv'ith  a  good  grice,  **  that  the  spirit 
"  of  the  times  is  not  in  favour  of  even  thnt 
"  measured  obedience,  that  moderate  rcs- 
"  pect  to  government,  which  is  necessary 
"  to  the  very  existence  of  a  community"  I 
What  does  he  wish  for  ?  What  dee;ree  and 
what  marks  of  submission  does  he  want  ? 
All  that  has  been  said  ;  ail  that  has  ofiended 
him  ;  all  tluit  has  stirred  his  gall,  and  urged 
his  sta;;id  head  and  vindictive  heart  to  the 
executing  of  this  miserable  pamphlet,  has 
consisted  of  supplications,  uttered  in  delicat* 
hints  and  faultering  accents,  the  effusions  of 
the   fears  of  a   people,  whom    the  love   of 

life  ha.s  not  yet  entirely  forsaken. Now 

we  come  to  what  ti>e  pamphlet  does  contain, 
and  this  is  expresstd  in  a  vvrv  few  words  : 
it  is  a  reproachful  complaint  against  boih 
the  uvni.stry  and  ihe  opposition  for  having 
bi-.ffcied  the  Duki.'  of  York  to  be  "  libelled," 
as  this  writer  calh  it,  by  the  several  editors 
of  papers,  and  other  writers,  in  this  king- 
dom, and  for  having  done  nothing  in  de- 
fence of  his  character.  The  person  prefer- 
ring this  cr,mplnint,  says,  that  the  present 
administration,  for  rea^ons  best  known  to 
themKelves,  choose  to  detach  an  individual 
from  tlieir  body,  to  put  him,  as  it  were,  out 
of  the  coverhis;  protection  of  their  society, 
and  to  give  encouragement  ton  public  perse- 
cution of  him  ;  that  any  one,  not  acquainted 
with  public  i'tlHirs,  would  be  astonished  to  bo 
loldjthattheniosteffectiveoiliccr  in  the  state, 
he  who  should  at  least  be  the  most  effccli\e 
officer,  is  represented  as  one  who  is  not 
to  be  trusted  with  the  execution  of  what 
falls  most  immediately  within  hi-s  official  du- 
ties, atid  whs'n  (he  miuisicr*  of  the  country 
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neither  repel  this  accusation  nor  act  upon  it  j 
do  the  ministers,  asks  he,  believe  it,  or  not  ? 
If  they  do,  why  not  act  upon  it  ?     If  not, 
is  there  no  A.ttorney  General,  or  no  Treasu- 
ry   papers  ?     Is  every  possible  fund  of  de- 
fence exhausted  ?     He  asks,   whence  it  has 
happened,  that,  in   all   the   friendships  and 
enmities  of  parties,  in    all  these  contests  of 
contrarieties,  the   Duke   of  York  has  never 
had  even  the  usual  advantage,  being  neglect- 
ed l)y  one  party  and  passed  over  by  another  ? 
He  says,  that  a  powerful  party  have  been  in- 
disposed   against   the   Duke,    have  withheld 
from  him  the  natural  and  necessary  protec- 
tion due   to   his  rank   and  station,  have  left 
him  naked  to  the  assaults  of  his  low-minded 
libellers,  left  him  without  allies  in  his  time 
of  need ;  and,  asks  he,  "  in  what  manner 
*'  has   CoKioLANUS    so   offended  both   the 
''  Consuls  and  the   Senate,  that  he  is  cast 
"  out  naked   to  meet  his  fate  amongst  the 
*'  factious  Tribunes  ?  "     In  the  aptness  of  a 
comparison  consists  its  merit.     Caius  Mar- 
eius,    though  of   a  patrician  family,    was 
urged,  by   his   zealous  valour,  to  serve  as  a 
common  soldier,  in  the  Roman  army,  at  the 
siege  of  Cariola.     The  Romans  having  been 
repulsed,  he   rallied  some  of  his  comrades, 
fell  upon  the  enemy,  and,  pursuing  them  in 
their  retreat,  rushed   pell-mell   along   with 
them  into  the  city,  of  which  he  thus  made 
himself  master.     The  resemblance  between 
the  two  characters,  thus  far,  will  easily  be 
traced  ;  and  we  have  only   to   continue   it 
through   their  moral   virtues.     The  Roman 
General  allotted  to  the  gallant  youth  the  rich- 
est part  of  the  booty  5   but,  he  would  accept 
of  nothing   but   the  name  of  Coriolanus, 
one   horse,  and  one  prisoner,  who  had  for- 
merly  been  his  host,  and  whom  he  instant- 
ly set  at  liberty.     The  writer  of  the  pamph- 
let before  us,  says  that  the  Duke  of  York  is 
not  fond  of  flattery,  which,  we  may  presume, 
was  his  sole  reason  for  not  digressing  in  this 
place  to  cite  some  such  instances  of  gratitude, 
disinterestedness,  and  magnanimity,  in  the  1 
subject  of  his  fifty-three  pages  of  eulogium.   i 

■ Having  stated  the  fact  of  this  disinclina-   I 

tion,  in  both  parties,  towards  tha  Duke,  the 
writer  then  proceeds  to  state  the  cause  of 
it  ;  for,  it  will  be  easily  perceived,  that  it 
was  quite  necessary  to  his  purpose  to  find  out 
a  cause,  other  than  that  which  the  public 
have  been  disposed  to  ailedge.  This  cause, 
then,  is,  he  says,  that  the  Duke  had  all  along 
adhered  to  a  settled  resolution,  never  to  bc' 
long  to  any  party.  And  here  I  shall,  for  a 
w^hile,  confine  myself  to  a  mere  quotation 
from  the  pamphlet,  the  matter  being  of  a 
very  delicate  nature,  if  any  thing  can  be 
called  delicate  coming  from  such  a  siUy  brute 
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as  this  writer  evidently  is.  "  Since  the  djys 
"  of  William  III.  there  have  existed  in 
"  this  kingdom  two  avowed  parties;  an 
"  Opposition  and  a  Ministry.  As  a  defence 
"  from  the  overwhelming  predominance  of 
"  eitiier,  every  succeeding  monarch  has 
"  deemed  it  necessary  to  have  a  kind  of  Do- 
"■  mestic  Party — a  kind  of  Closet  and  Fa- 
"■  mily  Council,  whom  he  may  occasionally 
"  interpose  between  evcfi  his  ministry  and 
"  himself.  The  origin  of  this  party  has 
"  been  imputed  to  his  majesty's  father,  or 
"  rather,  to  his  mother  wlulst  Dowager  of 
"  Wales;  but  the  point  of  fact  is,  that  it 
"  existed  in  the  reign  of  George  I.,  and 
"  seems  to  have  had  no  other  origin  than  in 
"  its  manifest  necessity.  It  was  not  the 
"  creature  of  any  design^  or  previous  ar- 
"■  rangement ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  prudenc?, 
"  a:id  necessary  defensive  policy,  grew  in- 
"  sensibly  out  of  the  very  nature  of  things. 
"  — Now  the  immediate  and  almost  neces- 
"  sary  members  of  this  Party,  arecertaitdy 
"  the  King's  Family  and  Household.  Let 
''  it  not,  therefore,  be  objected  to  the  Duk« 
"  of  York,  that  he  has  followed  the  course 
"  of  things." Leaving  this  pretty  de- 
scription of  a  government  to  be  commented 
on  by  those  who  have  been  so  long  in  the 
habit  of  eulogizing  our  '''  glorious  Consti- 
"  tution,"  I  now  proceed  to  quote  what 
is  said  about  the  cause  of  the  enmity 
which    the    Opposition    are    said    to   bear 

the    Duke.' "    It    was    represented    to 

''  his  majesty,  that  according  to  ths 
"■  principles  upon  which  his  ministry  had 
"  humbly  ctfered  their  services,  the  public 
"  expected  of  them,  and  they  ccHiceived 
"  themselves  obliged,  to  introduce  a  perfect 
"  reform  in  all  the  branches  of  public  s«r- 
"  vice — tkat  the  Army  wanted  this  rGfonn, 
"  and  that  his  majesty  would  be  pleased  to 
"  consent,  that  a  private  Commission  ot 
"  Inquiry  should  be  appointed  to  sit  daily  at 
"  the  Horse  Guards,  and  that  the  report  of 
"  this  commission  should  be  presented  to 
"  his  majesty's  most  gracious  consideration. 

"  To  this,  likewise,  his  majesty  con- 

"  sented,  and  his  royal  highness  did  not 
"  oppose  it.  The  List  of  the  Commis- 
"  .sioners  was  made  by  the  ministry,  ac.d 
"  for  the  sake  of  appearances,  the  name  of 
*'  his  royal  highness  was  not  orgitted.  His 
"  royal  highness,  however,  did  not  deem  ic 
"  decorous  to  sit  on  a  Court  of  Inquiry  into 
"  his  own  conduct.  The  p^rry,  therefore, 
"  and  the  Commission  had  their  uwn  Presi- 
"  dent.  It  is  not  the  purpose;  of  tho  pre- 
"  sent  Notes  to  enter  into  any  detail  as  to 
"■  the  decency  with  which  they  executed 
"  this  iaquitalioH,     Suffice   it   to  sav,    tkaf 
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''  aher  a  pnrly,  and  tlieielore  a  rigori;us 
"  itiq'.rny,  it  was  not  deemed  prudent  ciilier 
"  to  iiKike  or  to  present  a  report.  Ano'.licr 
"  riisolmion  was  taken,  and  it  wa.>  deit-r- 
"  rnine<l  to  alter,  p'  indirectly,  3nd  as  it 
"  were  by  intri;;ue,  what  could  not  bo 
"  lujped  Irouj  Oliver  more  direct  means,  it 
"  must  redlv  be  matter  of  astonishment 
*'  to  all  OHiidid  men,  tliat  individuals  ot'  an 
"  honourable  name,  and  liiiheiio  reputed 
"  to  be  of  corresponding  sentiment'?, 
"■  should  descend  to  such  an  unworthy  cun- 
'•  ni;)g.  I'he  characterlMic  of  a  great,  and 
"  a  little  mind,  says  Bacon,  is,  that  the 
•'  former  takes  the  strait  road,  whilst  the 
"  latter  creeps  warily  but  cnwirdly  to   its 

"  object  by  a  bye-pafh. Two  nieasures, 

"  it  ii  stated,  were  accordingly  adopted  by 
"  the  party.  The  one  was  10  represent  to 
"  kis  royal  highness,  that  the  multiplicity 
*'  of  business  in  the  otfice  of  conimanderin 
"  chief  required  that  bis  royal  highness 
"  should  have  some  assistance,  and  that 
"  therefore  the  ministry  had  to  propose  to 
*•  his  royal  highness  a  division  of  his  depart - 
"  ment  ;  that  the  branches  tVom  which  his 
*•  royal  highness  would  be  thus  relieved, 
"  might  either  be  put  in  commission,  as- 
"  signed;  to  CLU.iin  boards,  or  supplied  by 
••'  individuals; — that  in  the  latter  case  the 
•••  ministry  would  consider  it  as  belonging 
"  to  them  to  rccomtnend,  but  that  the  no- 
^  njinaiion  should  be  in  hi«  royal  highness. 
"  '1  hat  it  was  not  among-t  their  wishes  to 
'•'  dinnni.>h  any  thing  of  the  patronage  of 
"  his  royal  Iptlhness,  or  to  detract  any  thing 
'•'  from  the  splendour  of  the  commander  in 
*'  ciiief.  But  that  from  rcr:;ard  to  his  royal 
"■  highness,  and  from  a  deep  consideration 
"  ot  the  value  of  his  royal  highness's  time 
"  as  commander  in  chief  in  the  higher  of- 
*•  fices  of  h;s  department,  it  was  the  anxi- 
•■'  ous  wish  of  the  ministry  to  relieve  his 
"  royal  higlmess  from  the   subordinate  de- 

*'  tails A  negotiation    was   accordingly 

♦'  commenced  with  his  royal  h'ghness  \\\>on 
"  these  grounds  ;  in  the  course  of  which 
**  liis  roval  highness  learned  what  was  in- 
"  tended  by  these  "  subordinate  details, 
♦*  "  and  minor  branches."  His  royal  high- 
"  ne.ss,  in  a  word,  learned,  that  these  sub- 
''  ordinate  details,  and  minor  branches, 
"  were  such  as  to  reduce  his  olBce  to  a  mere 
"  cyi'her,  and  leave  him,  as  commander  in 
*'  ciiief,  in  a  situation  about  as  active,  as 
"  necessary,  and  as  important,  as  the  mas- 
*'  ter  of  tlie  horse.  His  royal  highness  very 
*'  natur;iily  felt  himself  otVendod  at  being 
"  entrapped  even  into  a  negotiation  in  a 
"  business  so  adverse  to  his  personal  inte- 
*"'  rests  and  military  character ;  and  the  ne- 


"  gotiation  was  accordingly  broken  off  with 

"  abruptness  and  motu-il  disgust. Is  it  a 

"  reas'  n.ible  subject  of  surprise,  therefore, 
"  that  thus  beset,  thus  asnadcd  at  once  b/ 
"  the  open  hostility  of  sonft,  and  iho  in- 
"  sitlions  friendship  of  others,  his  rcyal 
"  highness  deemed  it  necessary  to  thioia 
"  himitlj  upon  the   ivimediate  protection  0/ 

"  his  rijiftil  father  P The  proposed  mea- 

"  sure  of  the  Grcnville  party   wa«  thus  de^ 

"  ft:ated  ly  the  iiii'iifuinle  interposition,  not 

"   to  sai/  ihd  cnmmand  of  his  majesty.     But 

"  this  ambiiions  piiriy,  though   thus  dis.  p- 

"  pointed,  were  not  defeated  ;   they  invent- 

"  ed  another  rallying  post,   and   the  words 

"  "  military  council,  and  military  board  of" 

"  "  supervision,"    were  distributed  as  the 

"  watch  word  of  the  party.     The  idea  was 

"  quickly  circulated  through  all  the  mirds- 

"  terial  papers,  and  the  cry  of  a  party  was 

"  m.^gnilied  into  the  popular   voice.     The 

"  people,  it  was  said,  deirjanded  a  military 

•'  council,    and   the  nation   would  be   lost, 

"  unless  the  inexpaierice  of  the  commander 

"  in  chief  was  assisted  by  a  board  of  mili- 

"  tary   supervision.     It   was  moreover   in- 

"  siiuiated  in  one  or  more  of  the  papers  of 

"  the  party,  that  his   royal   highness   was 

"  not  averse  to  the  appointmerxt  of  such  a 

"  board.     Everything,  in  a  word,  was  put 

"   in  motion  tnwork  upon  the  popular  mind  j 

"  and    to  those   who  know  of  what  inflam- 

"   mable  materials  the    people  of  England 

''  are  made,  it  is  needless  to   insist  that  so 

"  many  engines  were  not  inefficacious.—— 

"   Nothing  could  be   more  unpleasant   than 

"  the  situation  oC  his  royal  highness  during 

'•  all  this  turmoil    of  intrigue  and    faction. 

"  His  open  assailants  were   of  a  class  with 

"  whom  his  royal  highness  could  not,  con- 

"  sistcnt    with   his  personal    dignity,  enter 

"  into  a  contention.     In  what  manner,    for 

"  example,  could  he   op;.>o-.e  the. attack  of 

"   iK'wsjjapers,    the  assault    of    paragraphs, 

"  and  the  storm  of  diurnal  invective?  Every 

"  newspaper    was     in    the    hands   of    the 

"  reigning  party,  or  if  one  of  them  boasted 

"   of  its  independence,   it  usually  proved  its 

"  claim  by  a  daring  attack  on  his  royal  high- 

"  ness.     Tliis  abu.se  was  usually  introduced 

"  in  terms  expressive  of  the  "  candour  and 

"   "  reluctance  "  of  the  writer.  Tli^y  were 

"  uttwilling   (good  creatures  !)    to   wound 

•'   the  feelings  of  any   individual,  and  par- 

"  licularly  of  one  in  every  respect  so  meri- 

•'   to;ious  as  his  royal  highness  ;   but  in  com- 

•'   mon  candour  they  were  compelled  to  ac- 

•'  knowledge,  that  the  perilous  situation  of 

"  affairs  called  for  unusual  vigour  in  the  mi- 

♦'  litary  di'partmcnt,  and  that  his  royal  high- 

"  ucaJvwoaid  be  uiuch  relieved,  by  the  ap- 


361]  SEPTEMBERS,  l 

"  pointment  of  a  military  conncil.  The 
"  similnrity  of  all  these  paragraphs,  and 
"  certaia  words  which  were  common  to  all, 
"  seemed  to  bespeak  their  corrKnoi)  origin, 
"  and  tiie  public  hearing  the  same  thing 
"  said  on  all  sides,  and  by  all  parties,  began 
*'  to  conclude  that  there  was  something  in  it; 
"  and  the  press,  in  pamphlets  and  reviews, 
*'  echoed  back  the  clamour  o(  the  daily  juur- 

"  rials." The  author  then   gocb    ou    to 

speak    of    the    comp!:iints     made    by    the 
Duke    to    the     miIli^tsrs,     upon     the   sub- 
ject   of    thef«e  at^1ck!>,    but    of  complaints 
we  shall   notice   bye   and  by.     At    present 
our   attention   is  called  to  a   paragraph    of 
the   pamphlet,   which    is  extremely   myste- 
rious,  but  which,  perhaps,  the  reader   will 
make  shift  to  comprehend,     "  In  this  man- 
"  ner,   in  this   urgency  for  a  direct  inquiry 
"  on  one  side,  and  this  refusal  to  grant  it  on 
*'  the  other,  pissed  away    the  whole  period 
"  of  the  late  administration,  until  some  time 
"  about  tlie  conchasion,  when  it  was  deemed 
"  necessary,    from  pJ^t?/    erpedienct/,    and 
*'  from    motives  which  require  no  explana- 
"  tion,  to  make  CERTAIN   PROPOSALS 
"  to  his  rova!  highness.     To  these  proposals 
"  his  royM  highness  mai/  l-e presumed  to  have 
"  answered,  that  rt  wa;*  the  settled    maxim 
"  of  his  lite /f)   belong  to    no  party,   but  to 
"  cons!.'er  himself  as  the  servant  and  subject 
"  of  the  king  ; — that  he    moreover  did  not 
"  agree  in    opinion  with   his  majesty's    mi- 
"  nisiers   upon  the  points  in  agitation  ;  but 
"  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  explain  him- 
"  self  more  fully.     That  with  respect  to  aiiy 
'■-  OPPOSITION  AGAINST  HIM  his  royal 
"  highness  might  have  added,  that  he  was  at  a 
*•'  loss  to  understand  what  could  be  intended 
"   by   it,  as   his   majesty's  miristers,  in   all 
"  his  royal  highness's  demands  for  irkquiry, 
*'  had  repeatedly  disavowed  their  knov/ledgtt 
"  of  any  such  personal  hoitiliiy.      Under  all 
"  circumstances  his  royal    higlmess  could, 
"  we  think,  see  no  sufficient  reason  for  de- 
"  parting  from   the  settled  msxim  of  all  his 
"  former   life, — to    consider    himself  as   a 
*'  member  of  the  royal  family,  and  the  ser- 
"  vantofhis  sovereign  alone.     That,  least 
"  of  all,  therefore,  could  his  rnyal  highness 
"  have  any  will  or  opinion  in  contradiction 
*'  to  that  of  his  father  — Within  a  few  days 
"  after  this  latter  negociation,  the  Grenville 
"  and  Fox  party  had  ceased  to  be  ministers, 
*•  and  his  majesty  had  summoned  others    to 
"  his   council. — It  may  be  collected   from 
"  this  stateinent,  that    neither  in  the  com- 
*'  mencement,   nor  in  the  conclusion  of  the 
*'  Grenville  administration,  could  this  party 
"  be  considered  as  friendly  to  his  royal  high- 
."  jaes^.  This  stale  men  t,,  mortx-ver;  maypos- 
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"  sibly  account  foroneparfatleastof  thegeue- 
"  ral  hoaiility  against  his  royal  highness."-— 

After  some  per^oial  remarks,  in  which 

Karl  Grey  is  repieseuied  as  arnjgant,  Jt.>ri 
Moira  no  wiser  tlian  he  shcuid  be,  and  Mr. 
Windharn  as  inconstant  in  his  friendships, 
the  pamphleteir  proceeds  to  slate,  that  the 
Opposiiion  consider  the  Duke  as  having  had 
a  share  in  their  dismissal  ;  but  he  denies  the 
fa(n,  and  says  :  *•  The  late  m.iniitry  were 
''  dismissed  solely  because  they  personally 
"  olK-nded,  and  contradicted  in  a  point  of 
"  conscience,  liis  majesty.  His  majesty  had 
"  no  council  but  his  own  mitid.  He  had  ta« 
"  ken  his  resolution  when  he  sumnwricd  the 
"  attendance  of  the  ]->td<c  of  York.  He 
"  conceived  himself  as  havmg  been  tlrcciv- 
'•'  ed  by  earl  Grey  ;  he  accortlingly  oeclin- 
"  ed  seeing  that  liobleman,  I'he  Duke  of 
"  York,  it  is  understood,  merely  obeyed 
"  the  commands  cf  his  father,  uhen  he 
"  signified  by  letter  his  majesty's  pleasure 
"  that  lord  Hnwick  should  not  come  to  Jfina' 

"  sor." He  then    proceeds    to  state  the 

cause  of  the  ho";tiliiy  of  the  present  ministry 
towards  the  Buke  of  York,  w  hich  .statement 
I  shall  give  in  his  own  words  : — "  With  re- 
"  spect  to  the  Ministry,  his  royal  highness 
"  is  about  as  favourably  situated  as  with  the 
"  Opposition.     'J'he  enmity  of  the  one  may 
"■  be  as  easily  accounted  for  on  the  ordinary 
"■  passions  of  mankind,  as  the   other.     His 
"  royal     higlmess,  however,  we    presume, 
"  cannot  complain  that    the   exi'^ting  admi- 
"  nistration  are  not  friendly  to  him.  Friend- 
"  ship  is  not  a  thing  of  riglit  on  one  side  or 
"  of  obligation  on   the  other.     He  never, 
"  we  believe,  sought  the  friend.ship  of  mi- 
"  nisters,  and  therefore   has  no   c(/mp]aint 
"  that  lie   does   not   possess    it.     There  is, 
*'  however,  or   at   least  there  should  be,  a 
'•'  uiiddle  term  between  friendship  and  en- 
''   niily.        Where,  therefore,    is  the  justi- 
"  fying  cause  fur    the  conduct   €*f  adm;nis- 
"  tration  ? — When  his  majesty  had  resolved 
"  to  constitute  a  new  administration,  it  pub- 
"  lie  report  may  be  credited,  hit  royal  high' 
"  ness  had  it   in  command  from  the  king  ta 
"  inform  the  duke   of  Portland  of  his  nia- 
"  jesly's  intentions.     His  royal  highnens,  it 
"   is  said,  executed  his  niajesty's  coujmanns 
"  in    person.     He   is  said  to  have  repeated 
"  only  the  words  of  (he  king,  and  distinct- 
"  ly  to  have  informed  the  duke  of  Portlami, 
"  that  he  wa>  to  consider  his  royal  highness 
"  in  no  othgr  point  of  view  than  as  the  mes- 
"■  scnger  bearing  certain  words  of  his  ma. 
"  jesty  ;  that  he  had  n  £  li.st,  and  no  autho- 
"  riiy  to  designate  any  iiidividual  whatever. 
"■  In   a    conver.^atioii    *hich    followed,  ih<« 
*'  siame  reports  add,   ;iu    his  r,>yal  iuga* 
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"  tiess  distinclly  gave  bis  grace  to  under- 
"*  stand,  that  he  wished  to  liave  no  concern 
"  whatever  with  any  party,  f;i't  her  than  to  act 
*'  sincerely  andcordially  with  any  men  whom 
"  his  majesty  might  call  to  his  confidence. 
"  — When  the  Mini.stry  was  tbrnicd,  if  the 
•*  Writer  of  these  Notes  be  correctly  inform- 
"  ed,  it  was  intimated  i)  his  royal  highness 
'•'  by  the  duke,  that  his  reccnnineiidation,  in 
"  a  certain  appointment,  would  be  attend- 
**  ed  to  J  upon  which  his  royal  highness  is 
*'  again  said  to  have  replied,  that  he  had 
*'  merely  executed  the  wishes  of  the  king  ; 
"  that  he  wished  to  be  considered  as  forming 
'*  no  part  of  any  administration  whatever  ; 
"  that  if  any  difficulty  occurred  as  to  a  suit- 
"  able  person  for  the  appointment  in  ques- 
**  tion,  his  grace  would  do  well  to  consult 
"  with  lord  Hawkesbury,  who  had  the 
"  king's  commands  in  detail. — Such,  we 
'•  will  presume/ was  the  share,  and  such 
*'  tlie  only  share,  which  his  royal  highness 
"  had  in  the  formation  of  the  existing  ad- 
"  ministration.  It  may  be  collected  from 
"  these  particulars,  that  on  this,  as  on  every 
*'  otht-r  occasion,  his  royal  highness  never 
"  departed  a  moment  from  his  settled  re.so- 
"  lutioii,  never  to  become  a  component 
"  part  of  any  ministry. —  Some  time  after 
"  the  formation  of  the  cabinet,  his  royal 
"  highness,  we  have  heard,  had  an  appoint- 
"  cd  conference  with  one  of  the  members  of 
"  administration,  in  the  course  of  which  a 
"  siiljtct  of  mhck  inlerest  to  his  royal  h'igh- 
"  ness  ivas  introduced.  To  this  his  royal 
"  highness  is  reported  to  have  replied,  that 
**  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  member  of  ei- 
*'  thcr  house  to  bring  it  forward  ;  that  he 
"  wished  not  to  influence  either  the  one 
*•  wav  or  '.he  other  ;  t.'iaf  the  papers  should 
"  be  ready  when  called  for;  thai  he  certain- 
"  ly  did  nnt  ivish  the  miuistrij  to  take  any 
"  par',  against  kirn  ;  tiiat  as  the  subject  it- 
"  self  would  be  brought  forward  as  a  party 
*'  question  if  brought  lorward  at  all,  the  mi- 
"  nistry  might  perhaps,  deem  it  tkeir  duly 
"  to  take  Sbwr.  s/iare  in  the  debate.  Through 
*'  all  these  transactions,  his  royal  highness 
"  must  have  been  at  a  loss  to  discover  any 
"  thing  which  could  reasonably  indispose 
*'  the  raii^istry  against  him.  The  adminis- 
"  tration,  indeed,  had  endeavoured  in  vain 
*'  to  annex  his  royal  highness,  iy  a  distinct 
*'  pledge,  to  their  own  immediate  party. 
*'  But  his  royal  highness  could  have  no  sus- 
**  picion,  that,  by  adhering  to  (he  uniform 
"  maxim  of  his  life,  he  mUbt  necessarily 
'*  give  otience  to  any  party  whatever.  His 
•*  royal  highi;css,  moreover,  never  hesitated 
"  \i)  avow,  tiiat  hj  would  always  persevere 
"  in  that  line  uf  acting  which  he  should 


"  kno\V  to  be  conformable  (o  the  sentiments 
"  of  his  majesty.  — It  is  from  thi^  period, 
"  however,  thar  must  be  dated  the  origin 
"  of  the  ministerial  alienalior;.  The  ministry 
"  seem  resolved  to  compel  every  one  to  take 
"  a  paity — even  his  majesty's  sons  must 
"  fall  within  the  r^nks. — Hi.s  royal  high- 
"  ness,  we  will  presun)e  lo  say,  is  perfectly 
"  unconscious  of  having  given  any  personal 
"  oti'tnce  to  Mr.  Canning,  or  any  of  the 
"  ministers;  yet,  if  any  judgmerrt  maybe 
"  formed  from  the  conduct  of  these  gentle- 
"  men,  ihey  seem  to  have  entertained  no  in- 
"  considerable  personal  animosity  acjainst 
"  his  royal  highness.  Parly-feeling  seldom 
"  proceeds  so  far  as  the  unwearied  perseca- 
"  tion  of  individual  enmity.  There  have,  in- 
"  deed,  been  instances,  in  which  the  whole 
"  weight  of  a  prtrty  has  been  brought;  to  bear 
"  agai!;st  an  individual ;  but  in  these  cases 
"  some  reasonable  cause  might  be  assigned 
"  for  such  excess  of  bilteiness.  But  in  what 
"  has  his  royal  highness  so  offended  all, 
"  that  he  is  not  only  deserted  by  all,  but 
"  persecuted  by  nil  ?  Surely  there  must 
"  be  some   cause   beyond   what    appears." 

Then  follows  an  eulogium  upon  Lord 

Castlcreagh,  and  upon  Lords  Hatckeslury 
and  Liverpool,  who  are  acknowledged  to 
have  yielded  protection  to  the  Duke  against 

the  workings  of   fiiction. Here,    then, 

we  have  stated  the  causes,  which,  according 
to  this  writer,  placed  the  two  parties  in 
enmity  to  the  Duke  of  York,  which  causes 
appear  to  me  to  be  quite  insufxicient  to  pro- 
duce such  an  effect.  The  Opposition,  in- 
deed, if  they  suppose,  that  the  Duke  con- 
tributed towards  putting  them  out  of  their 
places,  depriving  them  of  so  many  good 
things,  may  well  dislike  him  ;  but,  then, 
unfortunately  for  the  argument  of  this  wri- 
ter, he  himself  states,  that  the  inventions 
of  malice  and  slander  against  the  Duke 
were  exhausted  by  the  Treasury  writers, 
under  the  Whig  ministry,  long  before  there 
was  any  notion  of  their  places  being  in  dan- 
ger ;  and,  it  appears,  as  we  shall  see  in 
detail,  by-aud-by,  that,  if  this  writer  is  to 
be  believed,  the  j)uke  made  frequent  and 
fruitless  complaints  to  that  ministry  respect- 
ing the  attacks  rnade  upon  him  in  their  jour- 
nals. So  that  the  pretended  slander,  ma- 
lice, and  libelling,  all  existed  before  there 
was  any  proposal  of  a  parly  nature  made  to 
(lie  Duke.  And,  as  lo  the  present  ministry, 
how  cotjld  they  be  seriously  affiscted  by  hi< 
declining  to  become  one  of  their  parly ^ 
They  wanted  no  support,  and,  if  they  did, 
it  surely  was  not  the  way  to  obtain  it,  to  side 
with  persons  who  slandered  the  Duke,  who, 
they  had  every  reason  lo  believe,  posge»s«d 
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pnch  powerful  influence  in  a  quarter  so  im- 
portant to  be  conciJialed.  There  is  no  sense 
in  this  accusation  against  either  of  llie  par- 
ties. The  cause  ot  what  is  called  hostility 
is  quite  inadequate  to  the  producing  of  such 
an  eflect.  And  wliat  is  this  hoslility  ?  Hmv 
and  when  has  it  i.npeared  ?  I  have  perceived 
no  hostility,  in  either  of  the  parties,  against 
tlie  Duke  of  York ;  and  except  upon  one 
particular  point,  I  have  observed  in  the  daily 
prints,  no  inclination  to  criticise  eiiherhis 
general  or  pariicular  conduct.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  ?.m  greatly  misinformed,  if,  upon 
the  occasion  of  Col.  Cochrane  Johnstone's 
court-martial,  that  gentleman  was  able  to  get 
inserted,  in  any  oue  of  those  papers,  a  very 
mild,  and  even  a  very  humble  re;)resentation 
of  the  hardships  which  he  conceiv^ed  himself 
to  have  experienced  ;  nay,  I  state  ns  a  fact, 
that  he  was  unable  to  get  inserted,  except  in 
one  or  two  papers,  and  there  by  the  means 
of  heavy  payment,  everi  a  bare  statement  of 
the  fact  of  Ids  konourahte  acquittal.  So  that, 
it  does  not  appear,  that,  in  either  party, 
there  ever  existed  any  settled  dispoaitioa  to 
annoy  the  Duke  of  York  This  writer  for- 
gets all  the  ^oot/,  which  the  "  hireling  edi 
"  tors,"  as  he  calls  them,  have  said  of  the 
Duke  of  York.  He  and  his  Duchess  have 
been  the  almost  constant  theme  of  their 
praise.  They  could  not  walk  up  any  street 
together,  but  the  conjugal  circumstance  was 
noticed  in  detail,  even  to  motions  and  glan- 
ces. All  his  birth-day  festivals,  all  his  re- 
views, all  his  motions  have  been  noticed, 
and  at  every  notice  there  has  appeared  to  be,  a 
rivalship  in  the  sycophancy  of  the  different 
editors.  Nay,  I  defy  this  writer  to  refer 
me,  even  at  this  day,  to  one  single  paragraph 
in  any  daily  paper,  containing  a  censure,  or 
even  zfree  remark,  upon  the  conduct  or  the 
character  of  the  Duke  of  York.  What 
does  this  writer  want,  then  ?  What  does  this 
half-ideot,  for  such  he  vmst  be,  wanf  of  the 
poor  degraded  press  ?  Does  he  want  it  to 
expose  itself  to  the  contempt  of  even  the 
lowest  of  the  rabble  ?  What  does  he  want  ? 
I    should    like   to    have  his  answer  to  this 

question. Now  we  come  to  notice  the 

complaints,  which  this  writer  says,  were 
made  by  the  D'lke  to  the  Whig  ministry, 
and    what    he  says   is  very  well    worthy  of 

being    remembered. "  These   incessant 

"  att:r.cks  could  not  but  very  seriously  affect 
"  his  royal  highness,  and  after  having 
"  maintained  a  dignified  reserve  as  long  as 
"  human  patience  could  support  it,  he  at 
"  length  found  it  necessary  to  demand  an 
"  inquiry  into  his  conduct. — Nothing  could 
"  be  so  ridiculous  as  the  affected  astonish- 
*'  ment  of  the  ministry   upon  this  det^and. 
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"  Who  has  presumed  to  attack  the  interest 
"  or  the  reputation  of  your  royal  highness  ? 
"  There  are  laws  in  the  counlrt^  to  tvhich 
"  yuur  royal  highness  inay  vpptaL  Why 
"  should  ilierc  be  a  formal  inquiry  where 
"  there  is  no  formal  charge  ?  Why  should 
"  the  ignorance  or  malignity  of  th.e  daily 
"  papers  be  raised  into  the  consequence  and 
"  dignity  of  having  called  forth  an  official 
"  inquiry  i"  If  any  tliinghas  been  said  or  writ- 
"  ten  agains' your  royal  highness,  of  which 
"  all  his  majesty's  n)ii;ist^rs  must  solemnly 
"  disavow  oven  any  knowledge,  the 
"  Attorney  General  should  be  ordered 
"  forthwith  to  commence  a  prosecution  ; 
"■  and  if  your  royal  highness  ha  unwilling 
"  personally  to  give  your  instructions  to 
"  that  officer  of  the  crown,  they  may  be 
"  given  to  the  treasury,  by  your  royul  his/i- 
"  ness's  secretary.  But  his  majesty's  rai- 
"  nisters  would  think  themselves  deficient 
"  in  a  due  sense  of  what  they  owed  to  their 
"  own  dignity  as  his  majesty's  councillors, 
'•  if  they  adopted  a  popular  rumour  as 
"  sufficient  grounds  for  an  official   inquiry." 

Wei),    this  was   pretty    well,  I  think. 

What  more  did  this  writer  wish  them  to  do  ? 
He  will  tell  us  directly,  in  speaking  of 
what  he  says  has  been  the  conduct  of  the 
present  ministry,  upon  a  similar  occasion, 

'*  It  may    be  urged,  indeed,  in   reply 

"  to  all  that  has  been  said  above,  that  the 
"^  attacks  complained  of,  have  not  been 
"  made  with  the  knowledge,  and  still  less 
''  with  the  consent  or  concuirence  of  his 
"  majesty's  ministers  :  that  tney  are  all  of 
"  them  too  honourable  men  to  concur  in 
"  such  a  system  of  anonymous  attack" : 
"  that  such  a  system,  moreover,  could 
*■'  answer  no  conceivable  purpose  :  that  the 
"  ministry  are  too  strong  in  public  opinion 
"  and  confidence,  to  require  the  assistance 
"  of  such  unwcrthy  arts.  In  a  word,  that 
*'  such  a  persecution,  and  so  indirectly  put 
"  into  operation,  can  have  no  purpose, 
"  at>d  therefore  that  it   is   a  reasonable  in- 

"  ference  that  it  has  no  existence.- To 

"  this  it  must  be  answered,  that  when  his 
"  royal  highness  made  similar  represen- 
"  tatibns,  under  the  late  ministry,  the 
"  answer  was  uniformly,  that  his  majesty's 
"  ministers  were  totally  ignorant  ox'  the 
"  very  existence  of  the  facts  alleged;  that 
"  the  law  was  open  to  his  rovsl  highness, 
"■  and  that  the  Attorney  General  might  be 
"  instructed  to  prosecute  ;  that  they  had  no 
"  influence  or  authority  over  the  free  press  ; 
"  and  that  they  advised  his  royal  highness 
"  to  hold  all  such   libellous  accusation  in  the 

"  contempt  which  it  merited It  is  no- 

"  torious,    however,    not\viihstanding    all 
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"  thisdi'^avown!,  that  the  free  press,  as  it 
"  is  calltd,  nnd  as  it  should  be,  is  almost 
"  equally  divided  between  the.  two  leading 
"  parlies  in  the  country,  and  that  the  mi- 
"  visters  and  the  opfositinn  have  the  same 
"  ivJluence,KCyV10  SAY  AUTHORITY, 
"  over  llirw  as  ?/ //i.v/  z/c/e  THE  ACTU- 
"  AL  EDITORS.  Has  any  instance  ever 
*'  occurred,  in  which  a  HI  let  from  Down- 
"  ivg-street  has  been  refused  admission,  and 
"  if  required,  an  ample  oti/irmatory  coin- 
"  ment,  through  all  the  Treasury  papers? 
"  Aiid  will  any,  either  of  the  ministry  or 
"  ihe  opposition,  declare,  upon  their  ho- 
*'  nour  as  gentlemen,  that  they  have  no 
"  authority  or  \\>eight  with  the  public  pa- 
"  pers  ?  Whence  does  it  happen,  that  the 
"  honour  of  parties  is  not  the  same  with 
"  -that  of  individuals,  and  th.U  a  party  will 
**  a<;sert  conjunctively,  what  every  indivi- 
•'  dual  of  that  parly'  kn  >ws  to  be  false  ? 
*'  Why  is  there  not  the  same  point  of  lio- 
*'  nour  with  a  p;irly  as  with  an   individual? 

♦'  . The  indecent  language  in  the   daily 

"  p'lpers,  is  <'ertainly  not   irom   the  month 
^'  of  the  miri-ters.       It   is  impossible   that 
*'  men     of     honourable     stations     should 
"  descend  to  such  terms,  aiid  sf)  such  ano- 
^'  nymous  acrimony.      We   are    persuaded 
"  tint  hi*  roval  highness  most  fully  acquits 
"  his  mr:j<-si\''s  ministers  of  any  immediate 
*'  participiitio!)    in    such    libels.        But   the 
*'  enco!ira:^r:iient,   the  counteriance,  the  ini- 
*'  punily  of  these  libellers,  is    the    efficient 
*'  caur^e  of  the  whole.     WouUi  tiie  Editors 
"  of  the  Daily    Papers  thus    write,     unlrss 
"  they  trere  pet^nafied   that    they  were    ad- 
**   vocnli'i;-    a    caufe  ^j'nerally   pleasing    to 
♦'  their  patrons  ?  As  to   a  '.gal  remedy   tor 
*'  this  torrent  of  libel  and  invective,  tliough 
'*  a  jiuv  of  his  countrymen  would  visit  the 
*'  libellers  with    m'/rited   punishment,    his 
"  royrd   hit^hnes-,,  \0e  believe,  will   not   be 
"  lignil,-  jjersnaded  to  infro.luce  a  practice 
"  which    he  has  never  approved.      1  here 
*'  have  been  perhaps  already  too  nittny  go- 
"  vennnent  prosecutions,  and   a  precedent 
*'  may  th'.:s'be  cJ>nstituted,  wl)icb,  much  to 
"   the  injuiv  or  the  free  i^'css,   may  bu  here- 
♦'  after  acted  upon,     y^dd  to  this,  tliac  there 
"  may    be"    innumerable   aihisions,   inuen- 
"  does,    and  even    assertions,     which  may 
"  bavr  substance   enough    to    wound,    and 
f  that    most  deeply,   but  are  not  palpable 
"  enough   for    the  visitation     of    the    law. 
f  'J'he  libellers  of  his  royal   highness  have 
"  been  loo  long  practised    in   their   school, 
"  to  commil  themselves  to  tli«  hands  of  a 
♦'  j'<iry.       Let  any  man    of  honest   feelings 
»'  read    some   of    the  cold  blooded  articles 
^'  which  have  lately  appeared  in   muuy  of 


'  the  daily  papers,  and  then  answer,  if  his 
'  indignation  be  not  moved  by  their  savage 
*  malignity — yet  are  these  libels  conceived 
'*  in  terms  so  studiously  picked  and  culled, 
"  as  to  elude  the  just  vengeance  of  the  law. 

''  How   many  subjects,  moreover,  are 

■'  there  which,  however  grossly  oli'ensivo 
"  to  all  honourable  teeling,  cannot  be  pro- 
"  duccd  to  the  publicity  of  a  legal  trial. 
"  Let  any  man  put  it  to  his  own  mind — how 
"  many  Klanderous  n  ports  are  daily  in 
"  circulation  to  the  ruin  of  the  pi*ace  and 
"  character  of  their  unhappy  object,  but 
"  for  which  the  sutFerer  is  yet  unwilling  to 
"  make  his  appeals  to  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
"  try.  There  is  a  neres'iary  and  ir.discrimina' 
"  ii»g  publicih/  in  laic,  from  which  a  mind 
"  of  any  delicacy  cannot  but  avert.  His 
"  royal  highness  has  indeed  sutlered  much, 
"  but  he  will  sulfer  still  more,  we  should 
"■  think,  before  he  can  persuade  him- 
'•■  selftocallon   the   lairs  of  his  country." 

So,  here  we  have  an  expression  of  this 

writer's  wishes.  He  seems  to  allow,  that 
no'hing  has  been  said  of  the  Duke  that  even 
our  libel  law  can  lay  its  fangs  upon,  or,  at 
least,  with  a  fair  chance  of  success  ;  and, 
therefore,  as  the  nevvspapeis  are,  as  he  says, 
as  completely  at  the  command  of  the  two 
parties,  as  if  the  leaders  of  those  parties 
were  the  actual  editors  :  and,  as,  with  re- 
gard to  the  Treasury  papeis,  "  a  billet  fronx 
"  Downing  Street  is  never  refused  admit- 
"  tance,  accomp-^.nied,  if  required,  by  an 
"  ample  contiroialoiy  comrnent,"  he  would 
have  had  orders  issued  from  Downing  Street, 
to  those  papers,  to  insert  certain  billets,  and 
to  refuse  others,  relating    to  the   Duke  of 

York. Ihis  writer  tuust  be  an   enemy  of 

the  Duke,  under  the  mask  of  friendship  j 
for,  is  it  possible  to  form  an  idea  of  any 
thing  more  low,  more  mean,  more  shabby, 
more  scurvy,  more  ^irty,  niore  base,  than 
going  to  a  ministry,  and  asking  them  to  ob- 
tain the  publication  or  the  sup»pression  of  pa- 
ragraphs, rer.pec!ing  him,  in  prints,  which 
he  must  regard  as  being  edited  by  the  most 
'  venal  of  mankind  ?  As  if  he  had  said  to  him- 
self: no;  the /flii' will  not  do  ;  the  law  can- 
not £nd  any  hold  in  the  publications  against 
me.  and  besides  I  do  not  like  the  putlicitif 
of  law ;  I  will,  therefore,  have  recourse  to 
corruption  ;  I  will,  bv  the  means  of  influ- 
ence purchased  with  the  public  rnoney,  get  a 
good  worrl  from  thoscj  whom  I  despise. 
I'his  is  what  this  writer  imputes  to  the  Duke 
of  Y<;rk,  and  this  he  does  under  the  mask- 
of  Iriendly  compassion.  "Jhis  he  does  under 
the  pretence  -.A  dtfending  the  roval  chief- 
tain against  t!ie  attacks  of  his  calumniators. 
\  do   !;ot  beiievpj  that  any  act  more  b^i^ie 


*^9] 


SEPTEMBER  3,    180S. 


■was  ever  before  imputed  to  any  human  being.   \ 
Ifsuch  be  the  friends  of  llie  Dake,   well  iriHy 
he,  witli  tlie  i)oet,  call  for  it  defenre  against 
them  J   and,  it  the  contents  of  a  p:u-agraph, 
in  the  Morning   Post  of  the    other   day,  be 
correct,  he  means  to  try  the  force  of  the  law 
upon  this  libeller,  at  least,   who,   though  he 
complains  of  anonymous   slander  in  others, 
tykes  special  care  all  the   while,  to  keep  his 
own   name  out  of  sight.     What!  go  sneak- 
ing to  the  ministry  to  beg  of  them  to  spetik 
a  good   word  for  him  to  the   editor.s  of  the 
newspapers  !  Fob  !    it  is  .so  rank,  it  so  stinks 
of  meanness,  that  one's  bowels  are  disordered 
at  the  thoughi,  especially    when  itnpnted  to 
a  modern    "  Coriolanus."     lam    not  for 
appeals   t*^   the   law,   respecting    matters    of 
this  sort;  but,  something   should  certainly 
be  done  by  the  real  friencis  ot  the    J)ukc  of 
York,  to  convince  the  world,  that  this  part 
at  least,  of  the  pamphleteer's  statements  is 
false.     I,   for  my  part,  shall  anxiously  wait 
for  the  contradiction,  and  shall    hasten    to 
give  it  to  the  world.     What  !    (I  cannot  get 
it  out  of  my  mind)  go  to  the  ministry  to  sup- 
plicate their  interference  with  the  public  pa- 
pers I  Jt  is   such  "an  abominable  stfjiy  ;   such 
atrocious  slander,    that,    surely    it    will  be 
speedily  contradicted.     Why,  if  this  state- 
ment be  not  proved  to  be  untrue,  who  will 
ever  again  pay  attention  to  any  thing  which 
those   papers  may  say  in  favour  of  the  royal 
soldier  ?   Will  not  the  public  have   reason  to 
suppose,  that  the  parties  have,  at  last,  been 
prevailed  upon  to  issue   theif  orders  to  the 
newspapers?  It  must  be  contradicted  and  it 
will,  and  I  beseech  my  readersto  watch,  with 
me,  for  the  appearance  of  the  contradiction. 
This  supreme  ass  of  a  writer,  after  hav- 
ing accused  the  editors  of  ignorance,  malice, 
and  so  forth,  and  candidly  accpiitted  the  mi- 
nisters of  any  direct  share  in   the  "  libels," 
as   he  calls  all  the    publications  not  flatter- 
ing to  the   Duke  of  York,  tells  his  readers, 
that  many  of  those  editors  are  "  even  well- 
"  wishers  to    his   royal  highness,  and   iew, 
"  or- none,  of  them  have  any  personal  en- 
"  mity  against  him       But,"  adds  he,   "  his 
"  royal  highness  has  the  misfortune, to  have 
*'  been  the  topic  of  the  day;   they  are  com- 
"■  pelled,    therefore,    to  say   something   of 
"  him,  and  they  consider  it  as  their  duty  to 
"  retider  that  something  as  palatable  as  pos- 
*'  sible  to  their  patrons.^''  ■    Here,  ttien,  the 
ministers,    or,  at  least,    the  leaders  of  the 
parties  are  the  sole  cause  of  this  hostility  of 
the  press  against  the  Duke  of  York.     But, 
this  same  writer  has  confessed,  that   Ix)rds 
Hawkesbury  and    Liverpool  had   taken    the 
Duke  under  their  protection  ;  he  pronounces 
@  high  eulogiiv.Ti  upon  Lords  Citsiier^agh  and 
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Eden,  and  boasts  that  the  Duke  has  the 
friendship  of  the  Duke  of  Portland.  So 
here  are  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
the  Secretary  iA  State  for  the  war  depart- 
ment, the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasuiy,  and  yet  the  Duke  has 
no  frieiidi.  He  is  "  neglected  by  one  party 
"  and  passed  over  by  another."  How  hap- 
p.'us  it  that  these  persona  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  press  ?  Did  the  Duke  apply  to 
them  in  vain  ?  Why  could  they  not  have  iii- 
tefered,  if  any  one  could,  to  alter  the  tone 
of  the  press  ?  This  man  contradicts  him- 
self. He  does  not  know  what  to  say.  It  is 
evident  that  he  knows  he  is  stating  false- 
hoods. But,  he  must  be  half  an  ideot  at 
least,  or  he  never  would  have  put   pen   to 

paper. The  challenae  which  he  throws 

out  to  the  editors  is  curious  enough.  "  I.  et 
"  them,"  says  he,  "  produce  a  distinct 
"  charge,  and  they  shall  have  a  distinct 
"  answer;  but,  whijst-they  only  beat  about 
"  the  bush,  in  what  manner  is  their  desui- 
"  tory  malice  to  be  brought  within  the  pala 
"  of  an  argumentative  defence  ?  "  Within 
the  pale  of  the  law  you  mean,  cunning  and 
spiteful  ideot  as  you  evidently  are.  That 
is  the  pale  wherein  yon  want  to  see  them. 
Will  you,  malicious  and  vindictive  coward, 
insure  thein  from  that  pale  ?  This  is  what 
you  should  do  before  you  challenge  them  to 
a  "  distinct  charge."  How  m.iny  mis- 
creants have  we  seen  challenging  the  press 
in  this  way,  and,  the  moment,  they  couli 
get  a  hold,  appealing,  not  to  the  force  of 
reason,  not  to  the  test  of  truth,  but  to  the 
fangs  of  the  law,  and  that,  too,  by  a  form  of 
process  v\diich  prohibits  the  accused  from 
urging,    in   his    defence,   the  truth    of    his 

statements. ^Tlie  editor."!,    poor   fellows  1 

Hov/  base  we  are,  are  we  not  ?     What  vile 
scoundrels   we    are,    for   not   speaking  out 

plain  upon    all  occasions  !<»■ It  is  stated  by 

this  writer,  towai'ds  the  conclusion,  and 
that  too  in  a  very  peremptory  tone,  that  the 
Ministry  and  the  0])position  must  disavow 
the  attacks  of  the  press  upon  the  Duke  oP 
Yoik.  We  shall  see,  now,  whether  this 
disavowal  will  be  made.  The  pamphlet  has 
certainly  stated  some  very  ugly  thmgs  about 
the  conduct  of  the  parlies  He  has  repre- 
sented them  as  contending  for  the  favour 
and  the  patronage  of  the  Duke,  and,  being 
unable  to  gain  him  to  themselves,  Jiave,  out 
of  revenge,  persecuted  him.  He  has  staled 
pretty  plainly,  that  Mr.  Canning  paid  his 
court  to  the  Duke;  that  that  gentleman  vo- 
luntarily made  professions  of  kindness  to- 
wards the  Duke  ;  and  that  Lord  Moira  and 
Mr.  Windham  did  tlie  same.  It  would  be  a 
1  shame  to  suppose  that  a  wretch  like  this  has 
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spo'ken  from  authorily  ;  but,  he  rnny  have 
he.ircl  some  rumour  upon  the  subject.  We 
shall  soc.  when  pirliament  meets,  whether 
tlie  disai'owa/wlW  be  innde ;  and  it  will  be  wjU 
■worth  while  for  us  to  keep  a  good  look-out 

ic,T  it. Upon  the  subjoct  of  a  contest  in 

the  present 'Cabinet,  this  writer  has  the  fol- 
}.)wit5g  pnssage  :  "  Willi  .siich  opinions,  so 
"  freely  as'owed,  and  so  notoriousl;'  acted 
"  upon,  whence  cnn  originate  the  absurd 
"  suspicion  said  to  Ix-  so  current  ntnong't 
*'  his  majesty's  niini^ters,  that  his  roy:d 
"  highness  Lad  any  share  in  the  fritriJ/i/ 
"  emulation  of  the  l:ro  mcmlers  of  tlic  cabi- 
*•  net,  whose  incou'iidvrable  dilTcrences, 
*'  t?iuch  to  his  royal  highness's  satisfaction, 
"'  h.ive  been  of  late  so  h-ippily  composed. 
*•  his  royal  highness,  we  believe,  was  not 
'*  even  asked  to  take  any  part  in  the  contest, 
"  and  least  of  all,  to  take  that  unfair  p;!rt, 
**  which  is  inferred  in  the  language  of  the 
"  vague  rumour.  The  noble  person  \n  qn^a- 
"  tion  would  scorn  to  gain  hi.i  purpose,  if 
"  purpose  he  had,  by  such  arts — his  con^- 
"  mar.ding  abilities — his  habits,  and  knovv- 
**  ledge  of  business,  distinguish  him  emi- 
"  nenlly.  If  there  be  any  one  who  would 
**  most  passionately  scorn  the  indirect  aid  of 
•*  the  alleged  intrigue,  and  who  cer- 
*•  tainly  stands  in  no  need  of  it,  it  is  the  per- 
**  son  in  question.  His  Majcsly  knoivs  the 
*'  worth  of  suck  a  servant,  midwillnot  has- 
•'  tily  either  deprive  himself  of  it,  or  Itf 
*'  n-ilhholding  any  merited  s^race,  diminish 
"  the  zeal  of  his  service.  Upon  this  subject, 
*'  therefore,  ve  will  most  decidedly  state, 
•'  that  his  royal  highness  had  no  concern 
•'  whatever,  and  that  he  knew  not  that  the 
**  emulation  existed,  except  by  general  re- 
"  port."  The  liint  of  preference  is  here 
pretty  broad  ;  and  the  rebuked  rival  will, 
doubtless,  take  care  what  he  is  about,  if  the 
I:<ct3  alluded  to  be  true.  We  see  through 
p.W  this,  that  it  isclenrly  the  opinion  of  this 
writer,  that  the  Duke  of  York  is,  in  fact, 
the  msster  of  the  destinies  of  all  the  men 
whom  the  king  employs,  under  the  name  of 
ittinisters;  and  that,  if  they  displease  him, 
they  fail  not,  sooner  or  later,  to  meet  with 
punishment. But,    in    the    meanwhile. 


the  press,  tame  and  humble  as  it  is,  adula- 
tory as  are  its  columns  when  the  subject  is 
any  one  of  the  royal  family,  is,  in  this  wri- 
ter's opinion,  too  bold.  It  is  not  yet  hum- 
bled eiioagh.  It  is  not  yet  sutficiently  cor- 
rupt ;  or  at  least,  it  is  not  yet  enough  luider 
the  controul,  as  this  writer  thinks,  of  the 
Duke  of  York.  The  coiujilnint  against  the 
minister,  is,  however,  very  unjust  in  one 
point  of  view  ;  for,  if  the  Duke  will  be  of 
«io  party  ■  if  he  will  be  a  7ne':d-er  of  no  mi- 
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nistry,  what  claim  his  he  to  (he  protecting 
influence  of  any  party  or  ministry  .'  It  he  is 
as  this  writer  says  he  is,  of  the  "  domestic 
"  porty,  the  closet  coiivci/,"  why,  it  h  to  the 
clo'et-rouncil,  of  course,  that  he  ought  to 
look  (or  a  protectmg  intltience,  and  not  to 
the  parties,  ngainst  ea«'h  of  v.hom,  by  turns, 
this  closet-council  is  to  be  opposed.  Nothing 
can  be  niorc  reasouxble   and  fair  than  this. 

Hut,  it  is  very  strango,  it  is  wonucifnl, 

tliat  the  Duke  of  York  should  sir.ndin  need 
of  any  prolecting  influence    with  the   |'ress. 
What  protection  shoidd   he  want  ?  If  the 
pre^s  say  of  iiim  what  is  vot  true,  why  are 
its  sayings  not  answered?  For  this  writer  does 
not  pretend,  that  any  thing  in  lavoiar  of  the 
Duke,  has  ever^  in  any  quarter,  been  refu- 
sed admission  3  and.  besides,  if  the  sayings 
are  false,  the  falsehood  will  appear  of  itself, 
in  a  very  short  time  ;  when  the  promulgators 
of  it  will  SH?k  into  merited  contempt.     This 
base  writer  ."^ets  out,  \\\\h  laying  it  down  as 
a  maxim,  '■'  that  no  cliaiactcr.s  are  so  obnox- 
"  ious  to  unjust  reproach  a.s   those  of  the 
"  great ;  and  that  the  pedestal  upon  which 
"  public  characters   are   raised   into   more 
"'  conspicuous  view,  renders  them,  at   the 
"  same  time,  more  assailable  objects  of  envy 
"  and  malignity."     If  to  publislWr///.^^  were 
not  criminal  in  law,  this  ma?cim  rnight  hold 
good;  but,  I  appeal  to  the  reader,  whether 
it  holds  good  amongst  us,  at  this  time,  and 
whether  he  does   not  see  daily  proofs  of  the 
fact,  that  the  great  do,  without   any   one's 
venturing  to   Comment  upon  their  conduct., 
that  which  would  render  common  men  sub- 
jects of  loud  and  general  execration.     Oh, 
how  many  instances  are  now  at  (he  point  of 
rmy  pen  !     How  base,  how  cowardly,  and 
yet  how  insolent  is   it  in  any  one  to  accu.se 
the  poor  writers  in  England  of  a  propensjly 
to  assail  the  great ! Amongstall  the  anec- 
dotes, in  which  this  writer  has  thought  pro- 
per to  deal,  he  does  not  seem  to  have  paid 
much  attention   to  that  which  related  to  the 
subject  the  most  generally  interesting  to  the 
public ;   namely,  the   supposed  disputes  in 
the  cabinet  respecting   the  Duke  of  York's 
going  to   Spain,  which   he  slightly  touches 
upon,  at  the  end  of  his  pamphlet,  thus  : 
"  The  point  of  fact  is,  perhaps,  that  such 
"  appointment  was  never  solicited  on    the 
"  one  part,  orofl'ered,  e\ce]}t  for ?n ally,  on 
"  the  other.     If  the  nature  of  the  service 
"  had  been  such  as  to  require  the  employ- 
"    ment  of  the  Commander  in   Chief,  the 
"  ministry  would,  doubtless,  have  intimated 
"  it  to  his  royal  highness."    Aye,  aye,  1  dare 
say  they  would  ;  I  dare  say  they  would.   It  is 
all  very  well.    The  ministers  did  not,  then,  I 
suppose,  think  that  the  nature  of  the  scrvkt 
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•was  such  as  to  require  the  ewploynvnt  of  the 
royalchief,  in  wliich  opinion  tiiey  will,  I  be- 
lieve, be  joined  by  most  nien  of  sense.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  quite  an  easy  job  tobcat  the  French 
in  Spain.  Couiolanus  should  be  reserved  for 
desperate  enterprizes  and  a  time   ot   peril. 

But,  why  did  thi.s  ;;t  once  soft-brained 

and  malignant  writer  return,  just  as  he 
was  coining  to  a  close,  to  the  subject 
of  the  Duke's  military  character?  Why 
could  he  not  let  that  sleep  r  "  xlis  royal 
"  highness,"  says  he,  "  would  doubtless 
"  deem  it  an  indirect  injustice  to  himself, 
"  to  enter  into  any  vindication  of  his  pro- 
"  fessio?ial  capacity.  Nor  will  the  frieuds 
"  of  his  roya!  highness  io  (//^^z/w  the  trile 
"  of  liieiiers,  as  io  join  isme  luith  them 
"  upon  a  point  of  ihi<:  kind.  His  nhlitriry 
*'  character  will  neither  depend  upon  iheir 
"  conviction,  nor  be   injured   by  their  de- 

"  cision." Indeed  ?     V/t)y,     then,    did 

you,  at  the  outset  of  your  miserable  pam- 
phlet, spend  so  mucii  time  upon  this  viridi- 
cation  ?  You  there,  ni  your  way,  endea- 
voured to  convince  us,  by  reasoning,  that  the 
Duke  of  York  was  a  competent  general  j 
and  now  you  tell  us,  tl;at  to  endeavour  to 
produce  such  conviction  would  be  an  in- 
justice to  the  Duke.  Such  are  the  incon- 
sistencies, into  which  men  fall,  when  they 

write  without  principle. In  conclusion, 

this  wretched  writer  tells  us  to  appeal  to  the 
army  for  the  character  of  the  Duke.  The 
army  !  The  army  !  What  !  to  th©  whisker- 
ed or  the  shaved  part  of  the  army  ?  To  the 
men  with  long  tails  or  the  men  with  no  tails? 
To  the  men  in  muffs  and  tippets  or  to  those 
in  high-crowned  caps  ?  To  the  army  !  Are 
you  not  ashamed,  insolent  as  you  are,  to 
bid  us  make  such  an  appeal.  No  :  we  are 
bound  by  no  rule  of  this  sort.  We  are  not 
to  be  told  to  judge  of  any  commander  from 
what  those  under  his  cormnand  will  say  of 
him  5  but,  from  his  deeds,  wherein  we 
know  him  full  as  well  as  they  can.  Oh, 
caitiff,  you  deserve  to  be  skinned  for  what 
you  have  said  upon  this  part  of  your  sub- 
ject. To  tell  us,  that  the  Duke's  "  best 
"  reward  is  the  love  of  the  army  !"  Why, 
what  is  the  army  itself,  but  a  body,  whose 
conduct  is  a  proper  subject  of  criticism  with 
the  public  ?  The  army  may  be  most  com- 
petent to  judge  of  the  character  of  com- 
viissaries  or  barrack-masters  ;  but  of  those 
who  command  in   battles,     the    public  can 

judge  as  well,  or  better,  than  the  army. 

I  must  not  conclude  this  article  without 
noticing  one  very  material  circumstance. 
I  now  perceive,  at  a  moment  when  I  have 
not  time  to  go  through  a  comparison  of  the 
wholcj    that     1    have   been  copying  ftom 


and  comnienting  upon,  a  second  edition  of 
this  pamphlet,  and  that,  in  the  passage^ 
relating  to  the  "  domestic  cabinet,"  this 
second  edition-  di'ffers  very  mateiially  from 
the  first  edition.  In  \he  frst  edition,  the 
latter  part  of  the  passage  runs  thus  :  "  Now, 
"  the  immediate  and  almost  necessary 
"  members  of  this  partj,  are  certainly  the 
"  king's  family  and  household.  From  whom 
"  else,  indeed,  should  a  family  council — a 
"  domestic  cabinet — be  composed,  but  of 
"  (he  members  of  the  family  of  those  who 
"■  niust  necessarily  have  a  community  of 
"  interest,  and  sympatljy  in  feeling  ?  The 
"  /  i'ir  apparent  alone,  for  mery  obvious  rta^ 
"  ions,  is  seldom  a  member  of  this  closet 
"  council;  all  the  other  prvices  are  almost 
"  necesiariiy  in  the  immediate  confidence  of 
"  their  sovereign  and  father. ,  Let  it  not, 
**■  therefore,  be  objected  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
"  that  he  has  followed  the  course  of  things, 
"  and,  luith  the  QUEEN,  is  at  the  head  of 

"  the  "  KING'S  FlilENDS:' All  the 

W'ords  here  distinguished  by  Italic  characters 
are  left  out  in  the  second  edition.  Tins  was 
found  to  be  a  little  too  much.  It  was  found 
(by  the  ivriter,  I  mean,  of  course),  that, 
to  make  our  gracious  Queen  a  pohticiau, 
and  one  too  of  a  junto,  or  cabal,  to  work, 
even  against  the  ministry  selected  by  the 
king,  would  not  do.  This  part,  therefore, 
was,  in  the  second  edition,  expunged. 
The  Morning  Chronicle  asserts,  that  this 
pamphlet  "  has  evidently  been  written  un- 
"  der  the  eye,  and  published  with  the  sanc- 
"  tion  of  the  Duke  of  York  !  Nay,"  adds 
the  Chronicle,  "  we  conceive,  that  it  roust 
"  have  had  the  concurrence  of  the  highest 

"  authority  in  the  kingdom." And, while 

it  is  saying  tliis,  observe,  this  paper  protests 
solemnly  ag.iinst  ever  having  libelled  the  Duke 

of  York. 1,  on  the  contrary,  look  upon  this 

pamphlet  as  coming  from  the  very  lowest  and 
dirtiest  source  in  the  kingdom.  Aye,  the 
very  dirtiest  of  all  possible  sources.  What ! 
attribute  to  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  King 
(Lord  preserve  us!)  a  pamphlet,  which 
describes  the  whole  of  the  royal  family,  to- 
gether with  others  unknown,  as  being  em- 
bodied in  a  sort  of  permanent  conspiracy 
against  the  very  ministers,  whom  tlte  king 
selects  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  nation, 
through  whom  he  acts,  and  the  responsiliiity 
of  whom  is,  we  are  told,  the  great  security 
for  our  property  and  our  lives  !  Attribute 
this  pamphlet  to  the  dictation  of  the  Duke 
of  Y  ork  and  the  approbation  of  the  king,  and 
yet  to  resent  the  accusation  of  being  a  li- 
beller!  Verily  the  Morning  Chronicle  sur- 
pa.sses  in  assurance  even  the  writer  of  this 
pan:sphlet,    of  which  I   shall  now  take  my 
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leave,  feelino;  no  small  degree  of  sntisfactipn  I 
at  bsving  had  this  opporiuiiiiy  of  proving, 
by  deed  as  well  as  word,  the  talsehood  of  the 
charge,  preferred  against  me  by  this  writer, 
of  enteriaining  dislike  towards  the  royal 
CommaiKler  In  Chief. 
Botley,   \st  St/t.  1809, 


Spain. — Duke  of  York. 
Sir  ; — The  enormous  magniuide  of  the 
preparations  wliich  are  now  n^iking  by  minis- 
ters for  I  he  assistance  of  the  cai'.^e  of  pa- 
triotism in  Spain,  and  the  mon»trous  sums 
which  the  country  must  inevitably  be  called 
up.n  to  sacritice  in  order  to  render  that  as- 
sistance effectual,  are  contempliied  by  the 
people  of  these  kingdams  with  a  painful 
mixture  of  exultation  and  alarm.  Thcty  are 
viewed  with  the  feelings  of  th«  most  trium- 
phant satisfaction  by  all  the  sound-hearled 
part  of  the  community,  because  they  re- 
gard tiiem  as  dt.Mnonsti;U;ve  of  the  mature 
state  of  rt:volutioniry  feeling  in  that  coun- 
try ;  under  the  confidence  that  those  to 
whom  our  resources  are  entrusted  would  not 
waste  them  on  a  cause  which  they  had  not  good 
reason  tobelievswas  properly  understood,  and 
un?nimously  adopted  by  the  whole  Spanish 
population. — By  the  revo/utio?iary  feeling,  I 
mean  to  dcscriho  that  state  of  public  senti- 
ment, which  is  awakened  to  a  concvition 
of  the  necessity  of  great  and  salutary  chan- 
ges in  the  fabric  of  the  constitution,  and  to 
an  abhorrence  both  of  the  searching  and  iron 
despotism  of  Napoleon,  and  of  the  filthy, 
corrupt,  and  stagnating  influence  of  the  su- 
perannuated dynasty  of  the  Bourbons:  a 
teelinj;,  in  short,  which  prompts  an  enslav- 
ed jKople  to  exclaim  with  one  voice,  in  the 
language  of  Alcibiades  to  the  profligate  se- 
nate of  his  country  : 

•*  Till  now  you  have  gone  or.,  and  filled  the  time 
*'  With  all  licentions  mcacure  ;  making  your  wills 
"  The  scope  of  justice  :  till  now  myself,  aiid  such 
"   As  slej)!  v/ithiu  t'r.e  shadow  of  your  power, 
"  Have    waucicrcd  with    o\zv    travers'd  arms,  and 

"   breath'd 
"  Our  sufT ranee  vainly  :  now  the  time  is  flush, 
**  Vv'heii  croucliing  raariov/,  in  the  bearer  stronir, 
"  Cries,   of   itself,    'No  more!'      Now  breathless 

"  Wrong 
*■*  Shall  sit  and  pant  in  vour  preat  chairs  of  case  ; 
"  And  pursy  Insolence  ^i>;lll  break  liis  wind 
*'  With  tear  and  horrid  iligbt." 

SnAKISPF.ARC 

Such  are  the  images  which  now,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  aniinate  the  dreams  of  wvery  patriot 
in  Spain  j  and  such  the  decerns  to  which  his 
fancy  moulds  liie  sound  of  the  trumpet 
whiih  calls  hmi  forth  to  the  conflict  ^  And 
he  that  would  dis-^'paie  such  liigh  thoughts 
- — he  that  w((nld  u  iii^per  base  and  igivomi- 
Biouseonditi'jiiij  ;«&  the  ^lice  of  our  co-ope- 
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ration—who  would  refuse  to  assist  them  in 
dashing  to  the  earth  the  chains  which  the 
murky  Cyclops  of  France  ate  now  forging 
for  thetii,  until  they  shall  passively  have 
thrust  torth  their  wrists  to  the  gripe  of  that 
iron  which  has  hitherto  etitered  .so  deeply 
into  their  soul, — "  a  cleaving  curse  be  that 
"  man's  inheritance  to  all  generations  !  "— . 
But,  in  the  mid^t  of  all  this  exultation,  is 
heard  tNe  whisper  of  apprehension  and 
alarm,  "I'he  hut  stake  for  the  deliverance  of 
Kurope  is  now  about  to  be  played  :  Britain  it 
about  to  j}\ed  the  blood  of  some  of  the  brav- 
est of  her  sons  in  the  contest  ;  and  is  pouring 
out  with  zealous  prodigality  the  fruits  of 
her  industry  into  the  military  chests  of  the 
patriots  :  and  vet,  in  the  moment  of  making 
all  these  sacriiices,  the  public,  it  seems,  is 
not  by  anv  means  fully  and  finally  apprised 
of  the  individuals  who  are  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  awful  responsibility  of  command. 
In  this  interval  of  irritable*  and  sensitive  anx- 
iety, when  probably  the  deli vcranoe  of  Spain 
is  a  theme  which  warms  the  heart  of  the 
humljlest  labourer  or  mechanic  over  hi:i  ale, 
the  ear  of  the  nation  is  still  abused  and  dis- 
turbed by  certain  rumours,  intimating,  that 
an  illustrious  and  royal  duke  "  has  not  sur- 
"  rendered  to  the  prejudices  of  the  people," 
but  hjid  pertinaciously  insisted  on  tjie  com- 
inand  in  one  of  the  expeditions  that  is  ex- 
pected to  leave  our  coasts. — The  prejudi- 
ces of  the  people  !!  Why,  surely.  Sir, 
that  illustrious  personnge  must  h.-iie  been 
most  scandalously  libelled  by  tiiose  who  have 
attributed  to  him  either  hnguage  or  senti- 
ments so  insulting  to  the  best  feelings  of  this 
loyal  and  generous  nation.  Our  prejudices 
all  lie  in  precisely  an  opposite  direclinn.  The 
claim  of  royalty  to  all  great  and  amiable  qua- 
liiies  is  with  us  immeuiately  allowed — *     ♦ 
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* — While,  however,  I  iiumbly 
venture  te  state  my  ob")ecticnstothe  appoint- 
ment of  the  illustrious  duke  to  any  foreign 
command,  mv  prejudices  do  not  blind  nie  to 
the  merits  to  which  he  is  justly  entitled. 
The  late  enlightened  General  Order,  which 
has  issued  by  his  command,  for  cashiering 
the  Queues  of  all  the  privates  and  non  cora- 
misbioned  officers  of  his  majesty's  forces, 
and  the  addition  of  a  Sponge  to  their  ap- 
pointments, for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
their  heads  clean,  claims  a  very  large  portion 
of  the  public  gratitude^  !  Whatever  share 
in  the  dfliverance  of  Spain  (should  it  ta'fC* 
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place)  is  to  be  attributed  to  this  musterly 
and  laudable,  measure,  laust  uns^uestionably 
be  due  to  the  sagacity  and  judgineut  of  the 
illustrious  personage.  Still,  however,  I 
should  bfg  leave  to  suggest  a  doubt  as  to  the 
prudence  of  recommending  our  patriotic 
allies  to  imitate  our  example  of  enlightened 
and  convenient  reform,  by  dismissing  their 
mouUachios  ;  since  it  might  possibly  be  pro- 
ductive of  some  aukward  consequences,  by 
interfering  with    their    nal'ionui  prejudices. 

1  am,  Sir,  Mic. A.  B, London, 

Jiii(.  6,   1808. 


To  SiK  RicHAKD  Phillip?,  K^fIGKT. 

Dear  Siu  Richard  ; —After  carefully 
collating  the  diftereiit  reports,  in  the  news- 
papers, of  tiie  trial,  Cakr  versus  Hood, 
and  from  my  own  recollection,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  your  assertion  respecting 
the  garbling  of  that  report  is  not  true. — ^The 
absurd  nonsense  you  advance,  about  Re- 
views, hardly  deserves  notice.  That  your 
Oxford  Review,  your  Public  Characters, 
your  Travels  in  Spain^,  and  all  your  other 
publications,  are  raanufacuired  in  the  way 
you  represent,  no  one  who  knows  Sir  Richard 
Phillips,  or  is  acquainted  with  his  tricks, 
can  doubt. — All  the  world  knows  that  the 
Star,  the  Statesman,  and  other  newspapers, 
inserted  a  "  Life  of  Sir  Richard  Phillips," 
WRITTEN  BY  HIMSELF,  and  were 
Paid  for  so  doing. — But,  for  *uch  a  man 
as  you,  to  tak«  credit  to  yourself  for  "  ex- 
"  posing  a  craft/'  of  whom  you  and  the 
Crosbys  and  the  Cundees  nnd  the  Murrays 
and  the  Hoggs,  and  the  other  liianvfacturers 
of  publications  are  in  hourly  drfad,  is  the 
ne  plus  ultra  of  assurance. — As  I  do  not 
mean  to  take  up  much  time  in  convicting 
you,  good  Sir  Pilchard,  pray  answer  me 
the  following  questions,  and  I  will  inform 
you  and  Mr.  Cobbett's  readers,  whetherornot 
**  You  waste  your  time  in  reading  Reviews." 
—Did  you  not  threaten  to  withdraw  your 
euiployment  from  Gillet,  the  printer,  be^ 
cau'ie  he  printed  the  number  of  the  Critical 
Review,  in  which  Pkatt's  Harvest  Home 
is  cut  up  ?  Did  you  not  send  your  man, 
Hucklebridge,  to  the  publishers  of  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  to  solicit  the  perusal  of 
a  late  number,  as  you  understood  they  had 
received  some  by  coach  ?  Does  not  Gillet 
get  some  other  printer  to  print  those  sheets 
ot  the  Satirist,  which  interfere  with  your 
interests  ?  Did  ywu  not  dispatch  your  bro- 
ther-in  law,  Sukk,  when  you  returned 
from  a  city  feast,  on  June  the  30ih,  at  11 
o'clock  at  night,  to  warn  the  wholesale  book- 
sellers, not  to  sell  that  month's  Satirist  ? 
Did  you  n«t,  at  a  considerabla  expense  to 
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ycurself,  get  your  attorney  to  send  Circular 
Loiters  to  the  poor,  innocent,  booksellers  of 
Mirgattf,  Ramsgate,  Brighton,  and  fifty 
other  places,  threatening  theai  with  the  ut- 
most severity  of  the  law,  it  they  dared  to 
vend  the  said  publication  ?  L^pon  your  oath, 
could  you  say  that  you  neither  piirchase  nor 
borrow  the  Reviews  monthly,  from  Sy- 
monds,  or  any  other  bookseller  ?  For  what 
reason  did  G'-ogo  Woodfall  send  you,  in  a 
way  that  I  will  not  describe,  out  of  his  print- 
ing office  ?  — In  waiting  fur  answers  to  these 
questions,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sii 
Richard,  your  obedient  humble  servant  — 
Echo. — London,  August  11,   1S08. 


Mr.  Bewley's  Letter  to  Sir  Richarb 
Phillips. 
Mk.  Cobbett  j — As  a  sincere  ad.mirer 
of  every  thing,  which,  in  these  times  of 
foppery  and  ostentation,  wears  the  semblance 
of  modest  demeanor,  I  beg  to  be  permitted, 
through  the  channel  of  your  widely  circu- 
lated Register,  to  pay  a  tribute  of  undissem- 
bled  homage  to  your  new  correspondent 
Sir  Richard  Phillips,  and  10  sympa- 
thize with  the  votaries  of  genius  and  learn- 
ing in  regretting  t!ie  harsh  and  unhandsome 
treatment  with  which  he  has  been  assailed 
froru  the  rude  dialectic  weapons  of  the  law. 
With  regard  10  the  late  Trial  whiclj  has  ex- 
cited such  universal  attention,  tlie  World  of 
Letters  has  been  held  in  admitatiou  both  of 
the  disinterestedness  and  the  prudence  of 
Sir.  John  Carr,  who  gave  it  birth,  and  of 
Sir  Richard's  dexterity,  who  embraced, 
up.on  this  occasion,  the  opportunity  of  en- 
lightening us  with  hiii  opinions  of  Literature 
and  Criticism.  These  opinions  are  now 
gone  forth,  and  will  stand  for  ever,  like 
axioms  in  the  Mathematics,  clear  and  indis- 
putable. They  will  at  once  regulate  and  tix 
the  taste  of  the  timid  scholar  wlio  distrusts 
his  own  judgment,  and  happy  will  that  con- 
troversialist be  who  can  render  his  polemical 
warfare  successful,  and  give  a  death-blow  to 
the  arguments  of  his  antagonist,  by  citing 
the  oracular  and  unerring  judgment  of  the 
learned  Knight  in  support  of  his  own  de- 
cisions. Strange,  indeed,  it  is.  Sir,  that  the 
public,  in  an  age  iiKe  this,  which  has  ironi- 
cally been  termed  civilized  and  accomplish- 
ed, should  have  been  so  blind  and  bigotted 
as  never  to  have  descried  the  varied  erudi- 
tion, the  exquisite  taste,  and  acute  wit  of 
that  irainaculate  production,  the  Oxford 
Review  ;  until,  alas  !  the  monarch  of  litera- 
ture, Sir  Richard,  whom  God  long  pre- 
serve !  conferred  disgrace  and  uevi-.ion  on  us 
all,  by  pointing  to  its  untimely  death-bed. 
Let  the  guardiarij  however,  of  this  interest- 
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in^  elevs  take  coi:rage  and  be  comforted. 
Mil*on  lived  in  ungrateful  times,  and  many 
years  rolled  away  before  the  merits  of  Para- 
dise Lost  were  known  or  acknowledgedjj  and, 
even  in  our  own  dnyf?,  Chatterton  too  im- 
patiently bore  the  churlish  fang  of  nc*cessity, 
and  crushed  the  germs  of  his  mighty  genius 
before  tbey  hnd  blossomed  into  maturity. 
Even  s>»,  Sir  Richard.  The  Oxford  Review, 
which  emanaiod  from  his  genius,  has  been 
strangled  in  its  infancy — the  oracle  of  wi.s- 
dom  and  of  science  is  dumb,  and  well  has 
the  learned  Knight  revenged  himself  upon 
the  World  of  Letters  for  its  cold  neglect,  by 
relinquishing  it  to  utter  and  hopeless  igno- 
rance.— But,  Sir,  I  have  been  hurried  away 
into  this  eulogium  upon  my  illustrious 
friend,  by  the  warmth  of  my  feelings,  and 
had  almost  forgotten  the  original  purport  of 
my  letter.  In  the  Trial  alluded  to  above. 
Sir  Richard  was  asked,  "  Whether  he  ever 
*'  rend  or  suffered  his  opinions  to  be  in- 
"  tluenced  by  the  criticisms  of  the  Edin- 
"  burgh  Review  ?  "  Sir  Richard  answered, 
upon  his  oath,  "  That  he  never  read  anony- 
"  mous  scurrility  ; — that,  upon  the  first 
"  appearance  of  the  Edir.burgh  Review,  he 
"  had  looked  into  It,  but  that  he  had  not 
"  read  it  for  these  six  years,"  &c.  Now, 
Sir,  it  is  with  ineffable  sorrow  I  relate,  that 
no  longer  ago  than  the  3'ear  180),  a  book 
entitled  "  A  Voyage  round  the  World,  &:c." 
was  written  by  John  Turnbull,  and  published 
by  Sir  Richard  Phillips.  This  ho.lk  is  cri- 
ticized in  tlie  Edinburgh  Review  for  January 
1807;  and  I  have  seen  ac;ain  and  again  a 
part  of  this  criticism,  which  is  extremely 
favourable,  affixed,  by  way  of  recommenda- 
tion, to    the  advertisements   of  the  book  in 


To  Sir  Francis  Bukdett,  Rart. 
Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  olTer  to  vour  consider- 
ation some  remarks  on  the  language  imputed 
to  you  by  the  newspaper  reporters  of  the 
debate  which  took  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  ihe  8th  of  June,  on  the  bill 
entitled  "  The  Stipendiary  Curates'  Bill."— 
Your  speech.  Sir,  is  variou.sly  given  ;  but 
in  no  report  that  I  have  seen  can  I  discover 
that  regard  for  first  principles,  and  that 
reprobation  of  abuse,  which  characterise 
your  observations  on  other  topics  ;  and  highly 
as  I  r<!'spect  the  man,  who  in  this  age  of 
venality  and  supineness,  stands  forward  the 
film,  upright,  and  unvarying  assertor  of 
the  genuine  principles  of  the  English  con- 
stitution, I  cannot  but  regret  that  he  should 
overlook  the  principles  on  which  our  eccle- 
siastical esli'.biishment  is  founded.  —  For 
what  purpose,  let  me  ask,  was  the  church 
of  England  ii^.stituted  ?  Was  it  that  it  might 
become  an  engine  of  .state — that  it  might 
extend  the  influence  of  the  crown  by  pla- 
cing at  its  disposal  the  most  valuable  benefi- 
ces ?  Was  it  that  an  asylum  might  be  afford- 
ed to  the  helpless  or  unworthy  relatives  and 
friends  of  the  peers  and  wealthy  common- 
ers of  the  realm  ?  If  so,  I  could  at  once 
understand,  had  it  been  put  into  the  mouth 
of  any  one  else,  what  you  are  reported  to 
have  said,  about  "  overturning  the  whole 
system  of  clerical  pro/^er/y," — and  "similar 
encroachments  on  the  property  of  lay  im- 
propriators." Coming  from  you.  Sir  Francis, 
this  language  would  still  be  unintelligible. 
But  if,  as  it  has  always  been  declared,  the 
church  was  founded  that  the  Christian 
religion  might  be  preached  to  all  ranks  of 
the   community,    m    its   genuine,    its    un- 


the  public  pipers,  and  which  advertisements   {  polluted   purity,    where    is    the  wrong,  in 
are  all  evidently  superintended  by,  and  .',ub- 
scribed  with  the  name  of,  Richard  Phillips ! 
The  Attorney  General,  who,  upon  the  trial. 


seemed  neither  to  be  aw  el  into  admn-ation 
by  the  impressive  grandeur  of  Sir  Richard's 
^Court  Dress,  nor  to  consider  him  any  more 
a  man  of  IsUers  than  his  postman,  told  the 
Jury  with  very  bad  manners,  that  "  Sir 
"  Richard  had  either  slipped  in  his  evidence, 
"  or  v/as  the  greatest  fool  that  ever  trod  the 
"  e.irlh."  No  candid  man  can  accredite 
either  of  these  ir'sinuations  ;  hut  that  slander 
m:iy  be  silenced  and  abashed,  I  hope  Sir 
Kichard  will  condescend  to  give  an  explana- 
tion of  the  mysterious  circumstance  to  which 
I  have  r.Uaded. — In  ti-.e  mean  time,  I  have 
the  honour  to  subscribe  myself,  with  homage 
bordering   on  iciolitry,  hismrst  obsctiiioiis 

andilevoied  admirer, — (t?.o:;gk  BiivVLiiY. 

Oxjoid,  Aiii^usl  16,   1603. 


,  making  such  alterations  in  the  "  system  of 
clerical  properly "  as  will  render  that  pro- 
perty more  subservient  to  the  object  in 
view  ?  Property,  I  conceive,  was  connected 
with  the  church,  that  it  might  be  so  sub- 
servient ;  and  the  legitimate  use  of  it,  is  to 
provide  the  needful  maintenance  of  a  body 
of  men,  whose  business  it  is  to  apply  them- 
selves cxelusiL'ebj  to  the  ministerial  office  : 
and  we  find  by  diiicrcnt  statutes,  that  in 
furtherance  of  this  intention,  the  clergy  are 
invested  with  certain  privileges,  and  sub- 
jected to  certain  disaljiiities,  "  in  regard  of 
their  own  conlinual  attendance  on  tiicir  sacred 
functions  " — or  as  it  is  elsewhere  expressed, 
thnt  thc\'  may  "  attend  the  more  c/oseli/  to 
the  service  of  Almii^hi.y  God." — We  know, 
however,  that  in  numerous  cases  the  re- 
ver.ues  of  tlie  church  are  very  did'erently 
npi'liiid.     Il  is  uuneccasary  to  inquire  from 
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what  sources  the  ecclesiasticnl  property  has 
•pruug. — If  it  be  correct  that  it  professedly 
originated  in  the  principle  I  have  stated, 
(and  this  I  believe  will  not  be  disputed) 
1  contend  that  it  is  the  duty  of  those  who 
liave  the  pt)wer  to  see  that  it  is  made  use  of 
in  conforraity  with  that  principle,  Yoc, 
Sir,  inveigh  against  a  practice  in  the  state  oi 
giving'  large  salaries  to  men  for  performing 
the  duties  of  certain  otBces,  which  are  in 
fact  filled  by  clerks,  nt  mrich  reduced 
though  still  sufficient  salaries;  this  you  justly 
term  a  prostitution  of  tlie  public  money. 
But  where,  let  me  ask,  is  the  difference  in  the 
principle  of  appointing  rectors  who  never 
vifit  their  parishioners?  In  the  eti'ect,  indeed, 
I  see  a  diiVerence  by  no  means  to  the  advan- 
tage either  of  the  church  or  of  the  object 
of  its  institution  3  for  how  many  of  ihehalf- 
paid  curates  are  constrained,  by  an  anxiety 
to  feed  their  families,  to  neglect  "  the 
sacred  function  "'  wliich  has  been  abandoned 
to  them  by  their  overpaid  superiors — the 
intention  of  the  privileges  and  disabilities, 
to  which,  as  already  stated,  the  body  of  the 
clergy  are  by  law  nrjade  liable,  being  thus 
entirely  defeated. — It  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
matter  of  no  importance  by  whom  is  held 
the  power  of  dispensing  the  livings  of  the 
church,  so  that  laws  exist  to  direct  the 
maimer  in  which  it  shall  be  exercised,  and 
that  it  is  exercised  accordingly.  Yv  hether 
these  livings  are  tlie  property  (we  ought,  I 
think,  io  say  in  ihc  trustj  of  the  church,  or 
of  lay  Impropriators,  be  it  remembered  that 
their  revenues  are  wholly  or  in  part  derived 
from  the  public  ;  and  that  certain  duties  are 
annexed  to  them,  by  the  performance  of 
■which  the  public  expect  and  have  a  right  to 
expect  to  be  benetiied.  But  if  those  who 
possess  this  power  (who,  J  repeat,  should 
only  be  considered  in  the  light  of  trustees) 
apply  any  part  of  these  revenues  to  the  u.se 
either  of  themselves,  or  of  men  who 
though  ordained  of  the  church,  regi-.rd 
neither  their  offices  nor  ought  belonging  to 
them  save  only  their  emoluments,  how  can 
the  cause  of  religion  be  served,  and  where  is 
the  hcnefit  which  the  public  seek  fiom  tb.e 
establishments  ?  It  is  fit,  therefore,  that  au- 
thority should  somewhere  exist  to  inquire 
by  whom  the  revenues  are  received,  and 
how  the  duties  are  performed  ;,  and  I  partly 
approve  of  *'  the  Stipendiary  Curates'  Bill," 
because  to  a  certain  point  it  would  have 
given  cifect  to  this  authority;  but  I  also  had 
objections  to  it.  These,  however,  did  not  arise 
from  its  interference  with  thy  property  of  the 
church.  For  the  reasons  already  given, this, in 
the  shape  of  strong  parliamentary  legulations, 
is,  I  think,  much  to  be  wished  for.  My  opi- 
tiian  is,  that  it  was  notsuffiaentlycompiehexi- 
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sive — it  did  not  go  far  enough — it  should 
have  been  framed  to  compel  tlie  ck-rgv  to  do 
their  duty  tfa/-// /or  him  t//— to  oblige  the  mi- 
tred lords  to  reside  in  their  several  diocese,s — 
to  be  careful  whom  they  admit  into  holy 
orders,  but  to  see  that  when  r.dnutt.ed  ilia 
whole  brotherhood,  beneficed  or  not,  fa.tu- 
fuily  discharged  their  solemn  obligations. 
This,  however,  would,  under  pre.'-.pnt  cir- 
cumstances, be  too  much  to  expect  j  and  f 
ov/n  1  was  glad  to  see  even  an  attempt  to 
distribute  the  salaries  of  the  clergy  on  a 
standard  more  in  conformity  with  the  rules 
of  arithmetic. — If  the  higher  order  of  the 
clergy  are  still  to  live  by  the  labour  of  their 
curstes,  surely  these  (I  say  it  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  Christian  benevolenceof  ec- 
clesiastical proprietaries)  ought  to  derive 
from  the  same  source  a  comfortable  subsist- 
ence for  their  families  and  themselves.  I 
know  not.  Sir,  whether  you  would  call  this 
overturning  "  the  whole  system  of  clerical 
"  property;  "  but  would  it  not  le?,d  to  a  pu- 
rification of  that  system,  which  would  render 
it  more  worthy  of  the  religion  it  is  intended 
to  support  ? — You  object  to  the  additional 
power  which  would  have  been  given  by  the 
bill  ia  question  to  the  bench  of  bishops,  and 
to  the  attendant  extension  of  the  undue  in- 
fluence at  elections  to  which  clerical  free- 
holders are  already  subject.  Sir,  I  admit 
the  full  weight  of  these  objections,  and  I 
do  not  mean  to  lessen  it  when  I  remark  thai 
they  apply  with  nearly  equal  force  tothe  pow- 
er and  inhuence  now  exi:.ting.  If  you  could, 
entirely  destroy  that  power  and  intluence,  I 
might  pause  before  I  proceed  to  the  argument  I 
am  aboutto  advance;  but  I  consider  it  only  as 
a  comparatively  inconsiderable  iricrease  of  ati 
existing  evil  which  would  probably  in  a  greas 
measure  remove  an  evil  of  vast  and  growing- 
magnitude,  tfnqueitionably  this  might  bs 
more  effectually  accomplished,  (and  with- 
out incurring  your  objections),  by  placing 
the  power  in  the  hands  of  the  laity,  which 
the  bill  would  have  gi'ven  to  the  bishopa. 
But  this  I  only  presume  en  passant  to  m.en- 
tion.  Were  I  to  propose  it,  I  might  revive 
the  cry  that  "  the  church  is  in  danger;" 
and  1  should  be  sorry  to  disturb  Mr.  Perce- 
val in  the  formation  of  his  vigorous  $cheme:S 
or  in  his  consultalicns  wilii  his  mitred  lV;end>i. 
— 1  may  be  allowed,  however,  to  express  rny 
regret  that  the  stipendiary  curates'  bill  shotUd 
have  atibrded  another  proof  of  the  influence 
of  "  the  jiinto  behind  the  throne." — Thai 
this  subject  should  undergo  a  more  ample 
discussion  is  not  merely  desirable,  it  is  ia 
my  mind  essent'ai  to  the  Aveltare  of  dive  es- 
tablishment. The  church.  Sir,  is  mofe  in 
danger  from  the  mode  pursued  of  appoii  I'irg 
li';iX  miniiters  ai:d  of  applying  her  Tevsnues, 
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than  from  the  united  zeal  for  pioselytism  of    executed,    and    to   excite  resident   country 


all  the  sects  ;  and  those  who  pretend  to  be  so 
staunchly  her  friends  would  better  evince  the 
sinceritv  of  thcw  professions  by  endeavouring 
to  bring  about  a  reform,  than  by  joining  in 
the  factious  and  vulgar  bawl  of  "  no  popery." 
When  the  officer  ot  (he  chuich  are  tlms  con-  I 
sidered  as  so  much  proj)erly  which,  without  | 
regard  to  (he  dutiesannextd  lo  then), may  l^e 
boucht  and  sold,  how  can  m'c  be  surpri.,td 
that  offices  in  the  stale,  and  seals  in  the  , 
House  of  Commons  sho'.dd  also  be  tai\<-n  in- 
to the  estimate  of  individual  wealth  ?  'i'iiey 
are  all  abuses  belonging  to  the  same  system, 
ihey  have  a  common  origin,  and  aie  cm-  '. 
ployetl  for  a  common  purpose.  Do  you  ima-  ' 
giue,  that  when  a  rec:ury  is  sold,  the  wel-  ' 
fare  of  the  parish  is  consulted  ?  Far  from  ii :  , 
you  might  as  well  suppose  that  attention  j 
is  paid  to  the  interest  of  the  public,  wlien 
places  and  borcjughsare  transferred  trom  one 
possessor  to  anoiher.  No,  Sir;  it  is  well  it 
the  parish  do  not  suffer  by  the  change. 
Thereare,  lam  aware,  some  cases  which  form 
konourable  exceptions  to  his  character  ;  but 
so  few  are  they,  as  lo  be  scarcely  worthy  of 
Biention,  unless  it  be  as  examples  ot  private 
excellence  exerted  lor  the  public  good. — We 
are  taught  to  regard  our  ecclesiastical  and 
civil  eetabiishmeuts  as  monuments  of  the 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  our  forefathers — witli 
more  proprieiy  ir.ay  we  look  upon  them  as 
the  remains.  Eut  when  we  hear  that  the 
friendsof  this  young  noUlcman,  or  thai  young 
commoner,  who  has  wasted  his  substance 
in  riot  and  exiravagarice,  aro  about  to  provide 
tbrhim  by  pro(  uritig  him  a  living,  a  place,  or 
a  borough,  how  can  we  avoid  being  reminded 
of  two  stupi'udous  aIn:shou£LS^  wheie  high- 
born mendicantb  are  charitably  received  !  I 
request  }cur  attention.  Sir,  to  the  foregoing 
letter,  and  am,  with  every  sentiment  of  res- 
pect— A  Fhiend  to  Radical   IIeiorm. — 

Liverpool,    ^''g-  20,  1  SQ8. 

I'o  o  K . — Mitch  a  m  . 
Sis  3 — As  the  reduction  of  the  poor's 
rate  is  become  an  object  of  such  national 
concern,  not  merely  on  pecuniary  conside 
rations,  bul.  because  it  Itnds  to  deba>e  and 
enervate  the  minds  of  tlie  lower  orders  of 
the  people,  who  wtre  once  considered,  and 
ought  now  to  be  the  ftrength  of  the 
country,  I  was  pleased  to  see  you  relate 
in  your  valuable  work,  an  account  of  yome 
geiUltmen  who  had  been  successlul  in  les- 
Ecning  the  bui  then,  and  reforming  the  f.buses 
of  their  respective  parishes.'  You  gave  this 
relation  in  houoiJrable  testimony  ot  their 
zeal,  to  shew  the  thing  is  practicable  if  ai'ly 


gentlemen  to  thesan.e  laudable  exertion.  Al- 
I  low  me.  Sir,  to    luiroduce  another    case  to 
I  the  notice  ot  your  readers  as  a  lurther  stimu- 
*  Ins. — The  parish  of  Mitcham  in  the  County 
j  of  Suircy,  had  for  many  years  been  sutiur- 
i  ing  thedictatorsliip  of  AJeihodistsand  mem- 
I  bers  of  the    Suppression   of  Vice    Society  j 
under  whose  government  the  poor  were  led 
on  cheap  provisions,  rice  and  diied  herrings  j 
,  a  Mfllk  was  raised  two-tifths  of  a  mile  (jvcr 
the  common,    for  the  saints  to  visit  and  pray 
wuh   the  idle  and   protlijate  at   the   work- 
house;  eternal   compiamis   were  made   by 
the    paupers   to    the    bench   of  magistiates, 
'  the  rales  were  from  12  to  14  shillings  in  the 
:  pound,  and  the  pariih  were  neatly  k' 700  in 
I  debt. — About  5  or  6 years  ago  a  Mr.  Mooie, 
I  the  lord   of  the  manor,  having   some   hiin- 
;  dred  acres  of  freehold,  and  occupying  some 
hundreds  rnore,   felt  liie  increase   ot    poor 
I  rates  oppressively  himself,  and  listening  to 
j  (he   complaints  of  the  neiglibourhood,  al- 
j  though  he  had  an   exemption  from  parisli 
otiice.s,    yet   offered    himself  to   be  one  of 
I  the  overseers  ;   having  held  the  otfice   for  3 
j  years  he  paid  (jff'  the  old  standing  debt,  re- 
I  duced   the  rale  from  5a.  to  5s.  6d,  and   left 
^l60inhand  though  the  rate  was  burlhened 
with  the  half  bouiuies  for  militia  men,  and 
the  maintenance  of  their  wives  and  lamilies, 
which  had  not  been  the  case  in  his  predeces- 
sors' lime  ;   though  be  apprenticed  cut  with 
pnrifch  fees  between  30  and  40  of  the  chil- 
dren who  before  had  been  "  fed  with   the 
"  bread  of  idleness,"  and  ihougli    he   at  a 
very  considerable  expence  repaired  the  work- 
house.—  His  lirit  step  was  to  compel  2-5ths 
of  the   able  but   iuie   paupers   to  maintain 
themselves,   who   had  been  supported  with- 
out work  at    public   expen.se,    merely   be- 
cause they  affected  saintsiiipj  the  rest,  who 
were  not  incapacitated   by  age  or  intirir)ity, 
weie  ernployed  in  labour  according  to  th.eir 
abilitcs.     I^'o  householder  was  excused  pay- 
ing  rates  for   religious  or  political   party's 
sake;    every  man    renting  above  si 5    per 
annum    was   compelled    to   pay    his   share 
of  the  burthen  ;  the   lower  orders  thereby 
feelii  g  tiie  (obligation  they  were  under  to  the 
larger  renters  for  their  larger  share  of  the 
compulsive  subscription,  which    they   were 
least  likely  ever  to  be  benefited  by   them* 
selves  :  thus  the   poorer  part  became   con- 
certieu  in   keeping  the  rate  low  ;  while  the 
acttial  paupers  were  rendered  rnore  comfort- 
able,    are  better  fed  and   clothed,  are  kept 
in  habits  of  industry  and  led  to  soler  iiabiii 
of  religion.  (To  l:e  conlir.iicd.) 
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-  SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Portugal. Of  the  victories,  obtained 

over  the  French,  in  Portugal,  by  the  Krig-. 
lish  army,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Ar- 
thur Welles!e\',  and  which  victories  are  de- 
tailed in  the  otficial  papers  contained  in  this 
siieet,  it  is  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  speak 
in  praise  ;  but,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  from 
the  accounts  yet  received,  they  certainly  re- 
flect the  greatest  honour  on  the  army  as  well 
as  on  the  commanders  of  every  rank.  It 
was,  In  my  opinion,  fully  proved  before, 
that  our  troops,  when  well  commanded,  were 
far  superior  to  the  French  troops.  1  never 
regarded  the  assertion  of  that  superiority  as 
an  empty  boast.  There  were  always  reasons 
why  our  troops  should  be  intrinsically  better, 
and  there  was  abundant  experience  to  verify 
tha  theory.  But,  now,  I  should  imagine, 
it  will  be  very  difficult  for  the  French, 
though  rriasters  of  the  press  of  Europe,  to 
prevent  (hat  fact  from  being  acknowledged 
all  over  the  world.  In  this  point  of  view 
alone,  then,  our  succe.ss  is  of  vast  impor- 
tance. The  victory,  though  not  more  glo- 
rious  to  the  nation,  is,  in  this  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  its  consequences,  near  and 
remote,  of  far  greater  importance  to  us  than 
the  victory  of  Trafalgar,  wdiich  gave  no  new 
turn  to  the  war,  excited  no  great  degree  of 
feeling  in  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  did 
not,  in  the  least,  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
French  arms  or  diminish  their  fame  or  that 
dread  of  those  arms  which  universally  pre- 
vailed   The  consequences  of  this  victo- 
ry will  be,  first,  a  thorough  conviction  in 
the  mind  of  every  man  in  this  kingdom, 
that  the  French,  when  met  by  us  upon  any 
thing  like  equal  terms,  are  pretty  sure  to  be 
beaten,  which  conviction  will  produce  a 
confidence  in  our  means  of  defence  which 
did  not  unequivocally  exist  before,  it  will 
dissipate  all  the  unmanly  apprehensions  about 
the  threatened  invasion,  and,  of  course,  it 
will,  in  a»hort  time,  relieve  the  country,  in 
great  part  at  least,  from  the  inconvenience 
a-nd  distress,  which,  in  so  many  ways,  arise 
from  the  present  harrassing  system  of  inter- 
nal defence.  Secondly,  this  victory,  gained 
under  such  circumstances,  will  take  olFfrom 
that  dread,  in  which  the  Fr«;nch  arms  have 
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been  so  long  held  in  other  nitions,  and 
particularly  in  the  southern  parts  of  Luro[)e. 
Thirdly,  it  will  confirm  the  confi'lence  of 
the  Spaniards,  will  ninke  th?ni  even  bolder 
than  ihey  were,  will  make  them  despise  as 
well  as  hate  the  French.  Fourthly,  it  will 
not  only  diminish  the  military  and  pecuniary 
means  of  Napoleon,  but  will  render  him 
timid;  it  will  make  him  hesitate;  it  will 
fill  him  with  apprehensions;  it  will  enervate 
his  councils ;  the  con'^equence  of  which 
may  be  his  total  overthrow  ;  particularly  as 
his  rigorous  maritime  ;;nd  commercial  regu- 
lations are  so  severely  felt  in  all  ihecoan'ries 
under  his  control.  Amongst  the  minor 
consequences  of  this  victory  (taking  for 
granted  that  it  will  lead  to  the  total  evacua- 
tion of  Portugal  by  the  French)  will  be  a 
speedy  and  bloodless  settlement  of  our  dis- 
pute with  America,  which  is  co.sting  us 
something  in  precautionary  measures.  The 
American  trade  to  Spain  and  Portugal  was 
very  great ;  and  to  trade  thither  now,  as 
well  as  with  the  colonies  of  those  countries, 
we  can,    if    they  behave   well,    give  them 

leave. The    merit  of    the    ministers    in 

sending  out  this  expedition,  in  their  plan  of 
operations,  in  their  choice  of  a  commander, 
and  in  every  part  of  the  enterprize,  no 
man  of  a  just  mind  will,  wkatever  be  his 
sentiments  in  other  respects,  attempt  to 
deny.  They  would,  if  the  thing  had  failed, 
have  been  loaded  with  no  small  share  of  the 
blame  ;  it  would,  therefore,  be  the  heiglitot 
injustice  to  withhold  from  them  their  share 
of  the  praise.  Indeed,  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  almost  the  whole  of  their  measures, 
with  respect  to  foreign  countries,  have  been 
strongly  marked  with  foresight,  prompti- 
tude, and  vigour.  Their  Orders  in  Council, 
against  which  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Roscoe, 
and  the  Barings,  so  bitterly  inveighed,  have 
been  one  cause,  and  not  a  trifling  one,  of 
the  events  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  into  which 
countries  we  could  not  have  entered  had  not 
the  people  been  with  us,  and  that  the  people 
were  with  us,  arose,  in  great  part,  from 
those  despair-creating  eft'ects,  which  were 
produced  by  the  Orders  in  Cour.cil,  which 
orders  they  could  not  fail  to  ascribe  to  Napo- 
leon, nor  could  they  fail  to  perceive,  that, 
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■u'hile  he  possessed  their  country,  tliere 
V  as  not  the  smallest  chance  of  their  being 
relieved  from  those  ert'ects.  How  fahe, 
then,  have  events  proved  to  be  the  reasoning 
of  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Roscoe  and  Mr. 
Baring,  tlut  the  Orders  in  Council  would 
makt  us  detested  by  all  the  sutfering  nations, 
and  would  tend  to  strengthen  the  power  of 
Napoleon  over  them  !  I  could  easily  refer 
to  the  passage,  wherein  I  contended,  that 
the  Orders  in  Co  incil  would  naturailv  have 
the  elfect  of  shaking  the  authority  of  Na- 
])oleon  in  the  conquered,  or  dependant, 
states,  by  producing  unbearable  distress.  1, 
indeed,  wished  for  a  still  greater  stretch  of 
maritime  power.  I  wished  an  interdict  to 
be  issued  against  all  those  not  in  alliance  with 
us.  1  wished  the  whole  world  to  be  told  : 
"  As  long  as  you  suflerFrance  to  command  all 
"  the  land,  lingland  will  command  all  the  sea, 
"  and  from  tlut  sea,  she  will  permit  none 
"  of  yon  to  derive  any,  e\en  the  smallest 
*'  advantage,  or  comfort."  But,  wi'liout 
this,  the  ministers  really  have  done  what 
they  said  they  would  do  ;  they  have  brought 
things  to  a  crisis  ;  they  have  got  rid  of  that 
benumbing,  death-like  lingering,  which  had 
been  the  characteristic  oi  our  warfare  for  so 
n)any  years  ;  and,  if  they  follow  up  their 
blows,,  it  is  not  impossible,  that,  after  all 
the  senseless  admiration  which  has  been 
bestowed  upon  speech-making  ministers, 
■we  may  see  the  conqueror  of,  Europe,  the 
3<ing  and   queen    maker,  toppled   from    his 

stool  by  the  Duke  of  Portland. Now  is 

the  lime  to  recall  the  public  attention  to  the 
doctrines  of  Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Ros- 
coe. I  should  now  like  to  see,  from  the  pen 
of  the  Utter  in  particular,  an  essay  on  the 
wisdom  of  making  peace  in  1806,  and 
another  upon  the  vuuieration  of  Napoleon, 
both  of  which  were  the  subjects  of  his  dull 
pamphlet.  I  should  lika  now  to  see  him  at- 
tempting to  con\  ince  the  manufacturers,  that 
tliey  would  have  gained  by  a  peace  made  in 
1  S(J6,  and  that  they  would  have  enjoyed  their 
gains  in  peace  and  safety.  His  doctrines, 
luckily  for  the  nation,  did  not  prevail.  I'he 
common  sense  of  the  people  taught  them 
th.it  his  doctrines  were  fdse.  He  could  not 
make  them  see  any  prospect  of  real  peace  5 
and,  though  the  conqueror  was  still  borne 
upon  the  wings  of  victory  ;  though  a  refusal 
to  submit  to  his  terms  was  tollowed  by  a 
still  greater  extension  of  his  power  and  of  our 
dai^.ger,  yet  the  nation  .said,  "goon  he  must 
if  he  will,  for,  until  the  state  of  Europe  be 
changed,  England  cannot  enjoy  a  moment's 
real  peace."  By  the  measures  of  the  present 
ministers,  the  great  cpiestion,  which  every 
onu  wai  afraid  to  moot,,  was  at  once  clearly 


put  :  can  England  exist  independent,  and  in 
defiance,  of  all  the  civilized  world,  or  can 
she  not  ?  This  question,  the  most  interesting 
that  ever  was  started,  has  now  been  decided, 
and  for  this  decision,  so  glorious  to  us  and 
to  our   country    for  ever,  we  have  to  thank 

the  men  who  are  at   present  in  power. 

But,  if  these  victontes,  and  if  a  continuation 
of  success,  is  not  to  have  the  efl'ecl  of  di- 
minishing the  sacrifices  that  thr  people  make  j 
if  they  are  not  to  put  an  end  in  time,  to  the 
system  of  red-coat  arming  and  forts  and  bar- 
racks, in  England,  I  shall  regard  them  as 
being  of  little  use.  I  do  not  expect  or  wi.sh, 
that  these  precautions,  little  as  I  may  think 
of  their  efficacy,  should  alt  at  once  be  thrown 
aside  J  but,  J  do  hope,  that,  as  soon  as  all 
reasonable  men  are  perfectly  satisfied,  that 
there  is  no  longer  the  smallest  danger  of  in- 
vasion, the  ministers  will  begin  to  shew  a 
disposition  to  restore  the  country  to  its  for- 
mer state  of  confidence  in  itself,  to  abridge 
the  enormous  expences  of  an  establishment 
which  now  costs  about  twenty  millions  an- 
nually, and  to  render  the  ruling  influence 
less  of  a  military  nature.  'I  he  army,  or  at 
least,  the  part  of  the  nation  under  military 
rule  and  influence,  is  too  large  to  be  consis- 
tent with  the  principles  or  the  practice  of 
freedom.  Regarded  as  the  means  of  an 
emergency  it  is  not  so  odious  ;  but,  if  it 
were  to  be  attempted  to  keep  such  a  force 
on  foot  as  a  permanent  establishment,  we 
might,  at  once,  bid  adieu  to  the  hope  of 
ever  being  a  free  people,  and,  in  fact,  "we 
should  have  made  all  these  sacrifices,  and 
our  countrymen  would  have  bled,  only  for 
the  purpose  of  forging  and  rivetting  our  own 
chains.  By  degrees,  which  succeed  each 
other  very  rapidly,  a  viilitary  nation  gets  in- 
to a  miiitary  government.  It  is  quite  im- 
possible to  separate  the  things  in  idea,  and 
as  impossible  to  separate  them    long  in  fact. 

They  are   interwoven    in    their  nature. 

The  expence  too  is  enormous.  Every  parent 
who  leaves  a  hundred  pounds  in  legacies  to 
his  children,  has  to  reflect,  that  six  cr  seven 
of  those  pounds  are  now  deducted  for  pur- 
poses of  a  military  nature.  To  maintain 
such  an  army,  with  all  its  numerous  retain- 
ers, and  all  its  pretences  for  expenditure, 
must  alone,  in  time,  leave  the  individual 
proprietor  little  to  call  his  own.  In  short, 
it  must  eat  iiim  out  of  house  and  home. 
Therefore,  in  rejoicing  at  the  success  of  the 
army,  in  applauding  the  wisdom  and  bravery 
of  all  concerned  in  the  enterprize.  1  must 
say,  that  no  small  part  of  my  satisfaction 
arises  from  tl>e  hope,  that,  in  the  end,  this 
success,  with  the  others,  by  which  I  trust 
it  will  be  followed,  will  produce  a  dimiHution 
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Of  the  army  and  its  expences. That  we 

should  continue  a  military  nation,  as  long  as 
the  necessity  exists,  there  can  be  no  doubt ; 
and,  tiiat  we  should  afterwards  have  a  gene- 
r:il  and  permanent  plan  of  military  defence 
is  what  I  wish  for  ;  bat,  that  we  should  have 
a   large   permanent   army,  commanded    by 
ofHcers  appointed  and  cashiered  at  pleasure  ; 
that  we  should  have   such  an  army   an  hour 
longer  than  is   absolutely  necessary  to  our 
security  from  the  attacks  of  a. foreign  foe,  I 
hope  no  man  will    be  found  to  assert  ;   es- 
pecially after  the  glorious  example  given  us 
by  the  patriots  of  Spain,  who  have  proved  to 
the  whole  world,  that  a  people  rising  in  de- 
fence of  their  country,  though  without  dis- 
cipline  and  without  appointed  leaders,  are 
more  than  a  match  for  the  bravest  and  most 
skilful  enemy. 

Spain^. — ill  speaking  of  the  probability  of 
Buonaparte  being  overthrown,  and   in  ex- 
pressing satisfaction   at  that  probability,    I 
must  alwa)'s  be  understood  as  including  the 
condition,  that  his  sway  is  succeeded  by   a 
free  government ;   because,  if  people  are  to 
be  slaves,  it  is  a  circumstance  of  no  conse- 
quence at  all  whom  they  are  slaves  to,  ex- 
cept that  it  is  less  dishonourable  to  bend  the 
knee  to  a  famous  conqueror  than    to  a   silly 
creature,  who  has  never  done  any  thing  but 
eat  and  drink.     If  the  nations,  who,  to  all 
appearance,  are  breaking   his  chains,  have 
the  wisdom  and  the  virtue  to  drive  out   des-   j 
potisra  of  every  sort  along  with  him,  then 
they  will  and  ought  to  succeed ;  but,  if  the   i 
wars  against  him  be  carried  on  by  a   cabal, 
by  a  faction  whose  object  is  to  exalt   them-    | 
selves,  they  not  only  will  fait  but  they  ought   j 
to  fail.     The  work  of  opposing  him  is  but   | 
just  begun.     What  is  done  is  nothing,  if  not 
well  followed  up.     To  be  sure,  a  defeat  of 
him   who  has  so  long  been  accustomed  to 
meet  with  uninterrupted  success  is  an  excel- 
lent  begmning.     He   has,    however,    been 
defeated  before  now ;  and  his  army,  under 
other  commanders,  has  been  defeated  :  yet, 
he  recovered  that ;  it  produced  litile   injury 
to  him  in  any  way.     What  line  of  conduct 
he  may  adopt  with  regard  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, whether  he   may   send  large   armies 
thither,  or  may  leave  them  for  a  while   to 
see   the  result  of  those  internal   ditferences 
which  he  may  naturally  expect  to  see  arise, 
and  which  he  will  not  fail  to  endeavour  to 
foment,  is  quite  uncertain.     It  will,  how- 
ever, be  a  gieat  error  in  us  to  act  as  if  we 
supposed,  that  he  had  given  up  the  idea  of 
placing  kings  of  his  owk   family   upon   the 
thrones  of  Spain  and  Portugal.     He  is  not 
easily  turned  from  any  of  his  projects;  and 
It  would  be  a  dreadful  mistake:  to  suppose. 
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that,  because  our  newspapers  laugh  at  him, 
he  is  really,  all   at  once,  in  consequence  of 
the  loss  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  men,  be- 
come an  object  of  contempt.     The  internal 
alfairs  of  Spain  cannot  be  easily  arranged  and 
settled.     The  patriots  have  pronounced  their 
old  government  an  'mfamous  one;   they  have 
stipulated  with  the  people  for  a  reform   of 
abuses ;  they  have  demanded  an  assembllnrr 
of  the  Cortes.     If  there   are   no   interested 
motives  to  come  athwart  the  intended  refor- 
mation, the  little  confusion  that  will   arise 
will   be  of  no  consequence;  but,  if  there 
are  ;   if  private  interest  and  not  public  good 
be  the  object  of  the  leaders,  Joseph  Napo- 
leon will  yet  be  king  of  Spain  and  the  In- 
dies, in  spite  of  all  that  we  can  do  to  the  con- 
trary,    lam,  I  must  confess,  sorry  that  Na- 
poleon does  not  seem  disposed   to  send   ar- 
mies into  Spain.     I   wish  the  war  there  to 
be  long  and  arduous ;  for,  if   it  cease  now, 
the  people  will  have  gained  very  little  in- 
deed, especially  if  any  of  the  rags  of  the  old 
government  are  brought  back  again.     Nav, 
it  is  very  probable,  that  they  may  be  worse 
treated  than  they  were  before.     The  despots 
will  conclude,    and   with   reason,  that   the 
people  are   fashioned   to  despotism.     They 
will   have  got  a   new  lease  of  their  enjoy- 
ments and  their  abuses;  and  the  people  will 
be  more  wretched   than  ever.     All  the  old 
corrupt  crew  will  be  in  power.     There  will 
j  be  no  example  given  to  the  enslaved  nations 
of  the  world,  except  that  of  a  people  having 
I  shed  their  blood  for  the  apparent  purpose  of 
I  perpetuating   their  own  slavery;  ef' calling 
back   despotism  amongst  them,    after   they 
had  got    rid  of    it.     A     struggle  of  some 
length  would  have  made  the  people  of  Spaia 
think    no    more  of  Ferdinand   than   they 
would   think  of    a   fly.      Such    a    strug-gle 
must  have  called  up  hidden  talents  and  Vir- 
tues.    Now    there  appears  to   be  a   sickli- 
ness  in    the   councils   of   the  Juntas;    and 
of  this,  it  is  very  probable,  Buonap.irte  may 
take  advantage.     What  we  ouglit  to  wish 
for  is  a  new  and  vigorous  government   i;i 
Spain  ;  a  government  upon   principles   pre- 
cisely tlis  opposite  of  those  whereon  Napo- 
leon's government  is  built  and  maintamed; 
a  government  th:it  would  be  a  living  exam- 
ple to  all  the  nations  whom  he  has  eublaved. 
He  has  in  his  clutches  the  chief    f  that  o-q- 
vernment    which    we    seem    to    desire  for 
Spain.     Who  is  to  make  him  give  that  chief 
up;  and,  if  he  does  it,  n^on  \\[\:x\  cojidilions 
will  he  do  it?     It  is  easy  to  see  what  a  tur- 
moil must  arise  out  of   this  single  circum- 
stance.    While  Ferdinand  is  in  Fr.mce,  un- 
less all  idea  of  making  him   king  be  aban- 
doned,, there   never  can   be  any  peaceable 
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seu:ement  of  affairs   in   Spain.     If,  in   ihe 
niu'M  of  those  divisions  of  opinion  that  will 
inevitably  aiise,  as  to  what  ought  to  be  done, 
Napoleon  send  an  army  of  a   hundred  thou- 
sand men,  his  brother  will   be   seated  upon 
the  throne  with  very  little  difticnlty.     It  ap- 
pears to  me,  iheiefore,  that  the  thing  to  be 
desired,  is  a  new  govern :innl,  established  as 
soon  as'  possible,  unless  Buonaparte   in.me- 
diately  send   his  armies j  for,  in    that  case, 
therewill  want  very  little  of  government  until 
the  war  be  over,  and  then    it  will  be  found, 
th:.t  the  talentsand  virtues  of  the  natit)n  have, 
of  their  own  accord,  formed  the  sort  of  go- 
.  vernment  required  by  the  stale  of  the  coun- 
try.    There  are  some  who  talk  of  Fkkdi- 
.  NAND  as  if  he  had  been  fairly  chosen  by   the  j 
pe.iple  of  Spain,  who  had  first  put  down  his   i 
father      The  Morning  C  hronicle,  of  the  2d   ! 
.  instant,  has,  upon  the  subject,  along-winded  j 
article,  which  concludes  ihvis  :   "  The  Spa- 
«'   iiiards  are  tii;hMng  for  tli-  ir  national  inde-   I 
"   peiidei  ce,  and  tor  their  legitimate  hOve-   | 
«f  rt'iiin — but  what  constitutes  the /fir''"»«c'/ 
"  ot  FEr.DixAND  VII.  ?     That  which  made 
"  William  HI.  the  legitimate  sovereign  of 
"  this  country,     '  the  choice  of  the  people." 
"  They  have  set  aside  his  father  by  forcing 
"  him  to  abdicate  his  throne,   because  he 
"  was  incapable   and  unwertiiy    to   reign. 
*'  Instead  ot    embarrassing  themselves,  like 
"  the   French,  with  speculative  theories  of 
"  government,  they  liave  chosen  his  son  as 
"  his  succtssor,  as   the   English    chose  the 
"  son-ii  -a.v  of  James  II  ;  and  we  have  not 
''  a  doubt,  that   their  privileges  will   be  as- 
"  snred,  as  f.urs  were,  by  a  Bill  of  Rights. 
"  Their  conduct  ought  to  operate,  both  as 
"  a    warning  to  kings,  and  an  encourage- 
"  meiit  to  every  pe^  pie  ;  and  if  princes  do 
"  not   profit  from  tlie  lesson,  their  subjects 
"  will,  we  trust,  follow  the  example  of  the 

"  Spaniards." Now,    I   should    like   to 

know  what  evidence"  there  is  of  the  people 
of  Spain  having  given  their  voice  for  the 
youtio  king.  Never  has  there  appeared  the 
slight rM  fouridation  for  the  assertion.  The 
peoi>le  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the 
mailer.  Tlie  old  king  was  turned  out  by  a 
band  of  armed  men  ;  he  was,  indeed,  forced 
to  abdicate  his  tbr(  ne  ;  but  it  was  by  a  cabal 
at  court,  and  with  which  cabal  the  people 
of  Spain  had  nothing  to  do.  The  son,  hav- 
ing aFsumed  the  kingly  office,  afterwards  ab- 
dicaiHs  i'  iii  behalf  "t  Naj-oleon  ;  so  that,  if 
he  really  was  chosen  by  the  people,  he  gave 
up  what  the  pe<  pie  had  given  iiim,  and  Jo- 
ueph  wtn'  to  S[)ain  in  virtue  of  the  people's 
clu)ice.  With  those  who  stick  lo  Ftrdinand 
tliere  must  always  this  embarrassment  exist : 
iLcy  niust'eitiier  acknowledge  in  him  u  icant 


of  legitimate  right  to  reign,  or  they  must 
openly  avow  the  doctrine,  that  the  people 
have,  at  all  times,  a  right  to  cashier  their 
kings.     As   to  saying,    that   the   Spaniards 
chose  the  son  of  the  old  "  unworthy  "  king 
as  the  English  chose  the  son-in-law  of  their 
unworthy  king  ;   the  very  existence  of  such 
persons  was  a  matter  of  accident.     Suppose 
these  kings  had  had   neither  sons  nor  Mins- 
in-law,  were  the  people  to  have  goiic  to  the 
more  distant   relations  ?  Suppose  they   had 
been  able  to  find  no  distant  relations  ;  what 
was  then  to   have  been  done?     Does  this 
right   of  cashiering  kings,    or,    to  use  the 
more  gentle  phrase  of  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle, this  right  of  "  forcing  kings  to  abdi- 
cate," exist   only   in  cases   where  the  said 
kings  happen   to  have  relation'!?      Will  the 
people  at  Whitehall  admit  the  right  oi'  cash- 
iering kings?     If  they  do  not,  where  will 
they  find  a  justification  for  any  attempt  that 
may  be  made  by  us  to  place  Ferdinand  upon 
the  throne,  during  the  life  of  that  father, 
wlio  protested   again-^t    the   violence  which 
compelled  hiin  to  abdicate  ?     But,   coupling 
the   cause  of  Spain  with  that  of  this  man  ; 
we  get  ourselves  into  difficulties,  from  which 
it  will  not  be  e.isy  for  us  to  get  clear.     Nor 
should  I  be  at  all  surprized,  if,  bye-and-bye, 
;  we  should  see  all  our   present  hopes  blasted 
in   consequence  of  some  act  of  pertinacity 
relating  to  the  sort  of  government  which  we, 
or  our  rulers,  desire  to  have  established  ia 
Spain. 

I       Duke  of  York. 1  had,  I  thought, 

j  entirely  done  with  this  subject  in  my  last 
I  sheet ;  and  I  now  revive  it  merely  to  point 
i  out  to  the  public  a  striking  proof  of  the 
falsehood  of  the  pamphlet  there  noticed.  It 
I  charges  the  daily  papers  with  malice  against 
the  lloyal  Chieftain.  It  represents  them  as 
encouraged  by  both  the  parties,  the  ins  and 
the  ouls,  to  assault  him  j  to  misrepresent, 
ridicule,  and  degrade  him.  Now,  let  us  see 
how  this  charge  is  justified  by  the  conduct 
of  the  official  paper  of  the  Opposition.  That 
paper,  upon  ths  fir^t  appearance  of  the 
pamphlet,  said  :  "It  has  evidently  been 
'•  written  under  the  eye,  mid  pulUshcd  with 
"  the  sanction,  of  the  Duke  of  York  Nay, 
"  we  conceive,  that  it  must  have  had  the 
*'  covciirrmcc  of /he  highal  authority  in  the 
"  kingdom."  Heic,  then,  it  unequivocally 
imjiutes  the  pamphlet  to  the  dictation,  if  ' 
not  t!i«-  pen,  of  the  duke,  and  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  king.  On  the  2d  instant, 
this  s»me  paper  says  :  "■  We  have  already 
"  noticed  the  public  and  authentic  disavowal 
"  of  the  "  Statement  "  lately  published, 
"  under  the  assumed  character  of  a  defender 
"  ol  hib  royal  highness  thu  Duke  of  York* 
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''  To  this  disavowal,  which  every  clas<;  of 
"  our  readers  muit  hnve  se^n  ivitli  pleasure, 
"  we  think  oursflves  bound  to  add  the  posi- 
'•  tive  contradiction  of  all  the  niaterial  fa(rls 
"  stated  in  this  pubHcation.  T\\>'  gross  and 
"  absurd  J alsclwnds  which  it  contains  in 
"  every  page,  coiild  not  poss'illy.,  proceed 
"  from  any  man  having  any  knowledge  of 
"  what  reallv  has  passed  respecting  the 
"Duke  of  York  in  the  last  two  years.  The 
"  private  conversations  and  political  intri- 
"  gues  which  it  affects  to  detail,  are  through- 
"  out  complete  fabrications  and^r/o.?.<  impo 
"  sitions  on  the  put  lie  credulity.  But  we 
"  wish  particularly  to  assure  the  public, 
"  that  there  is  not  the  least  foundation  for 
"  the  assertion,  that  any  such  inquiry,  as  is 
"  therein  mentioned,  into  the  conduct  of 
"  his  royal  highness,  has  been  at  any  time 
"  carried  on,  at  the  instigation  of  one  par- 
"  tv,  or  defeated  by  the  protection  (as  it  is 
"  most  improperly  termed)  of  the  other — a 
"  statement  which  both,  we  are  sure,  will 
"  be  equally  ready  to  deny,  and  thecontra- 
"  diction  of  which  is  due  in  justice  to  his 
"  royal  highness.  As  warm  and  zealous 
"  advocates  for  a  free  press,  we  lament  to 
"  see  it  abused  for  the  circulation  of  such 
"  impostures,    and   we    think  it    our  Jirst 

"  duty    to    expose    and  detect    them.'" 

So  I  This  all  very  fine.  Sir  ;  but,  if  it  was 
your  first  duty  to  expose  and  detect  this  im- 
posture, how  came  you  to  delay  the  per- 
formance of  that  duty  so  long  ?  Nay,  how 
came  you  to  give  countenance  to  that  impos- 
ture, by  stating  to  your  readers,  that  the 
book  was  evidently  written  under  the  eye  of 
the  duke,  and  must  have  had  the  approba- 
tion of  the  king  ?     Be  so  good  as  to   answer 

that. Oh!  you   were  deceived  yourself ; 

you  were  amongst  those  whose  credulity 
was  imposed  upon  by  this  imposture ;  and, 
being  now  undeceived,  you  wish  to  unde- 
ceive ycjur  readers.  But,  Sir,  whence  have 
you  drawn  the  information,  which  has  en- 
abled you  to  give  a  "  positive  contradiction 
"  of  all  the  material  facts  stated  in  the  pub- 
"  lication,"  and  to  "assure  the  public 
"  that  there  is  not  the  least  foundation  for 
"  the  statement  about  an  inquiry  into  the 
*'  conduct  of  his  royal  highness  ?  "  Whence 
have  you  drawn  this  information  ?  I'hrough 
what  channel  has  this  illuminating  influence 
broken  in  upon  you  ?  And  how  came  you, 
the  great  oracle  of  the  party  to  whom  you 
appertain,  to  have  been,  until  this  happy 
moment,  lost  in  darkness  ?  Truly,  if  such 
be  the  character  of  your  mind  ;  if  you  are 
subject  to  such  fits  of  obscurity  of  intellect, 
it  will  be  well  for  your  readers,  ere  they 
i^lace  reliance    upon  your  statements  and 
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opinions,     to   ascertain    with    precision    t':« 

si.iieof  the  moon. But,  Sir,  this  plea  of 

subsequent  information  will  not,  I  am  sorry 
to  say  it,  save  your  credit.  For,  in  boi.t^ 
these  articles,  you  give  an  opinion,  nay, 
yen  make  assertions,  not  upon  hearsay,  not 
upon  extraneous  information,  but  (mark  it 
well)  upon  the  ivternal  evidence  ot  the 
work  in  question.  In  the  first  article  you 
say  that  it  \s  evident  that  the  duke  dictated 
the  work,  and  that  it  vin^t  have  had  the 
king's  concurrence.  That  is  to  say.  the 
work  was  of  that  nature  and  was  so  written, 
that  the  duke  and  the  king  must  neccssiniy 
be  at  the  bottom  of  it.  Now,  then,  how 
do  you  characterize  this  same  work  in  your 
second  article  ?  Well  may  you  turn  your 
eyes  away  from  the  quotation  that  you  per- 
ceive coming  !  How,  I  say,  do  you  cha- 
racterize the  work  which  you  had,  but  a  tew 
days  before,  ascribed  to  the  Duke  of  York 
and  the  king  ?  Wl)y.  by  asserting  that  it 
contains  "  gross  and  absurd  falsehoods  in 
"  every  page."  That  is  to  say,  taking  both 
your  articles  together,  the  duke  has  evident- 
ly dictated  and  ilie  king  must  have  approved 
of,  a  work  containing  "gross  and  absurd- 
"  falsehoods  in  every  page."  Is  this,  Sir, 
a  specimen  of  that  respect,  which  you  are 
pleased  to  profess  towards  the  royal  t'amily  ? 

To  the  assertion,  that  the  falsehoods  are 

^TO,w  and  a'^'5Mr(/ you  do,   indeed,   add,    that 
"  they    cannot  possibly   proceed   from  any 
"  man  having  any  knowledge  of  what  really 
"  has  passed  respecting  the,  Duke  of  York  ;" 
and,  as  the  king    and   the  duke    must  have 
known  what  did  pass,  you  thus  ward  off  the 
charge  of  imputing  the    gross    and    absurd 
falsehocds  to   them.     But,  there    is    still    a 
dithculty,  which  you   do  not  seem    to  have 
perceived  when  the  loyal  fit  was   upon  you  ; 
and  that  is,  that  the  falsehoods,  if  gross  and 
absurd,   must  have  so  appeared  to  you  when 
you  imputed  the  work  to  the  Duke  and    the 
King,  or,  that  you  are  a  person  not  capable 
of  perceiving  falsehoods,  however  gross  and 
absurd,  until  they  are  pointed   out    to  you. 
You  now    tell    us,  that    the  falsehoods,    in 
every  poge,  are  so  gross  and    absurd,  that 
they  could  not  possibly  have  proceeded  froai 
any  man  having  any  knowledge  of  what  has 
really  passed  respecting  :he   Duke  of  York. 
There  is  an  impossibiUiy  in  the  thing.     You 
want  no    reasoning  or  facts  to  convince  you 
of  it.     You  at  once  see  that  it  must   be  so. 
Yet,  only  about  ten   days  before,  you    told 
me  and  all  ihe-rest  of  your  ardent  admirers, 
that     these   things,     which   you     now   call 
"  gross[and  absurd  falsehoods  "  had  evidenUy 
been   written   under   the  eye  of  the  du'ue, 
had  been  publibhed   under  his  sanction,  aixi 
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that  the  work  must  have  had  the  concur- 
rence of  the  king  !  Who  is  to  beheve  what 
you  s:iy  in  future  ?  What  reliance  \%  to  be 
placed  upon  your  sense  or  your  sincerity  ? 
You  tell  us,  in  conclusion,  that  there  is 
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no  foundation  whatever  for  the  assertion, 
that  any  such  inquiry  as  that  mentioned  in 
the  pamphlet,  into  the  conduct  of  the 
uuke  has  been,  at  any  time,  carried  on,  at 
the  instigation  of  one  party,  or  defeated  by 
the  protection  of  the  other  5  and  you  add, 
that  you  are  surs,  that  both  parties  will  be 
equally  ready  to  contradict  the  statement  of 
the  write'.     It  is  possible  that  you  may  have 


received  such  assurances  ;   it  is  possible  that 

you  may  have  been  ordered  to  communicate   |   per  without  seeing   some    paragraph  or   ad 


for  something  said  by  them  of  him,  and 
that  the  bill  was  thrown  out.  The  conse- 
quence of  all  this  has  been  a  pretty  general 
feeling  of  resentment  against  him,  in  all 
those  who  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
press,  and  that  feeling,  so  far  from  having 
been  awed  into  silence  by  his  endeavours 
for  that  purpose,  has  shewn  itself  in  litera- 
ry attacks  from  various  quarters  and  of  va- 
rious descriptions,  from  a  two-shilling-and- 
six-penny  pamphlet  down  to  a  half-penny 
ballad.  His  attention  is  now  drawn  from  the 
odious  caricature  of  Sir  John  Carr  to  the 
many,  wherein  he  himself  cuts  the  princi- 
pal figure.     He  cannot  take  up  a  newspa- 


such  assurances  to  the  world  ;  but,  how  are 
•we  to  believe  you  ?  How  are  we  to  know, 
that  you  will  not,  at  some  time  hence',  flat- 
ly contradict  what  you  now  say,  and  call  it  a 
gross  and  absurd  falsehood  ?  The  truth  is, 
that  you,  very  unwisely,  imputed  the  pam- 
phlet to  the  duke  and  the  king  ;  you  foiuid 
yourself  embarrassed  by  this  hasty  imputation; 
your  party  have,  I  date  say,  censured  your  want 
of  discretion  ;  and,  in  this  second  article, 
we  see  you  endeavouring  to  extricate  your- 
.self,  rt  the  expence  of  your  understanding  or 
your  sincerity. 

Sir  RicHAi^D  Phillips. When,  upon 


n  former  occasion,  I  had  to  notice  the  con- 
duct of  this  gentleman,  as  relating  to  the 
action  for  a  libel,  brought  by  Sir  John  Cauk, 
Knight,  against  Messrs.  Hood  and   Sharpe,   \  spare,  though    it  is  not   at  all   improbable. 


vertisement  inviting  the  reader  to  a  laugh  at 
his  expence.  The  veiy  walls  in  the  streets 
he  sees  covered  with  notifications  as  to  where 
and  when  the  pub'ic  may  be  entertained  m 
the  same  agreeable  way.  One  author  has 
employed  his  pen  in  writing  a  burlesque  ac- 
count of  him,  entitled,  "  Memoirs  of  the 
"  public  and  private  Life  of  Sir  Richard 
"  Phi/lips,  Knight  :  By  a  Cilixcn  (f  Lon^ 
"  don  and  Assistants  "  His  old  friends  the 
Satirists,  who,  probably,  wrote  the  book 
for  the  purpose,  liavc  taken  it  up  as  a  subject 
to  review  ;  have  chosen  to  consider  it  as  a 
serious  slattn:;ent ;  and  have  thus  made  it  a 
two-edged  instrument  for  the  purpose  of 
goading  hira  and  his  family,  no  part  of 
i   whom,    whciher    wife   or   child,    do   they 


for  publishing  a  criticism  upon  a  work  of 
Sir  John's,  I  had  not  been  informed  of 
many  circumstances,  which  have  since  come 
to  my  knowledge,  and   which  do  certainly 


that  some  of  them  may  have  often  satisfied 
their  hunger  at  his  table.  They  go  so  far  as 
to  say,  that  he  has  been  "  in  the  habit  of 
attaching   an   alias "  to  his   name,    and 


exhibit  Sir   Richard  in  quite  another  light   j   that  he  "  once  went  by  the  name  of  Philip 

"  Richards."  The  pretended  biographer, 
after  relating,  that  Sir  Richard,  when  he 
lived  at  Leicester  in  the  capacity  of  a  hosier, 
had  his  premises  destroyed  by  fire,  adds, 
that  liP  "  had  insured  his  property  not  viany 
months  ht-jore,  and  that,  when  every  one 
supposed  him  ruined,  he  rose  like  a  phoenix 
from  his  ashes."  Upon  this  the  Satirists 
say,  by  way  of  note,  that  in  1795,  Sir 
Richard  received  ^^''1.500  from  the  Phoeni.\ 
fire-office  ;  and  they  then  proceed  to  com- 
plain of  the  biographer  for  being  s'Jent  upon 
'*  the  supposed  cause  of  the  conflagration  ;" 
after  which  they  add  :  "  perhaps  our  bio- 
"  grnpher  never  heard,  that  his  hero,  soon 
"  after  the  accident,  wrote  to  a  friend, 
"  stating  to  this  elfect  :  "  that,  although 
"  it  was  very  true  the  ^fire  office  had  amply 
"  remunerated  him  for  his  losses,  yet,  that 
"  it  ivas  such  a  glorious  opportunity  for 
"  taking  advantage  af  the  public  feelings, 
"  who  did  not  know  his  premises  had  been 


than  that  of  a  man,  who  would  wish  to  see 
the  principles  of  freedom  cherished  in  Eng- 
l;uid.  It  appears,  from  the  report  of  the 
Trial,  now  publish.ed  at  full,  and  some  parts 
of  which  repoit  I  shall  more  fully  notice 
hereafter,  that  Sir  Richard  was,  if  not  an 
adviser,  at  least  an  approver  of  the  i)rosecu- 
tion,  a  fact,  which,  had  it  not  been  proved 
in  so  clear  a  way,  J  could  not  have  believed. 
V/hat !  one  bookseller  approve  of  the  prose- 
cution, or,  rather  the  persecution  of  ano- 
ther, and  that,  too,  for  publishing  a  criti- 
cism upon  a  work  of  which  he  himself  was 
become  the  proprietor !  A  near  relation  of 
his  has,  it  seein.s,  prosecuted  the  editors  of 
a  caich-penny  workcalled  "  The  Satirist," 
for  a  criticisin  upon  a  child's  book,  which 
those  editors  represented  as  having  an  im- 
moral tendency  ;  and  that  sixpence  dama- 
ges w'ere  obtained.  It  is  further  asserted  in 
))rint,  that  ^ir  Richard  hiiv.self  prefercd  a 
bill  of  indictment  against  the  same   Satirists 
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"  insured,  that  ha   intreated  him   instantly 
"  to  promote  a  suhcription  in  his  favour  ;" 
and  yet  we  have  been  told,  that  such  a  letter 
"  was    written,  and    is  not  yet  destroyed." 
As  to  what  these  writers  say  about  Ladv  Phil- 
Jips,    of  whom    they  would  evidently   have 
said  harm  if  they  could  ;  about  Sir  llfthard's 
vanity,  and  other  foibles  ;  about  his  squab- 
bles with  authors  :   these  are  not  worth  no- 
tice j  but,  the   charges  above    made,   with 
respect  to  the  name  and  the  ^fire,  as    I  dare 
say  they  can,  so  perhaps  they   may,  receive 
a   serious   contradiction   from,    and    in  the 
name  of,  the  person  against  whom  they  are 
brought.     But,  above   all   things,  I    would 
advise    Sir  Richard    not  again   to  resort  to 
the  law.     He  has   quite  enough  of  means 
in   his  own    hands    wherewith     to  expose 
any  falsehoods   that    have    been,    or    may 
be  published    against   him  5    and,  he   may 
rest     assured,    that,     whatever    anger    he 
may    feel     against    the     promulgators      of 
those  falsehoods,  the    most    effectual   way 
of  inflicting   punishment   on  them,  is,  ex- 
cept in  very  particular  cases,    to  leave  ihem 
to  that  avenging  hunger  and  thirst,  to  satisfy 
the  cravings  of  which  they  have  recourse  (for 
the  want  of  talents  whereby  to  attract  atten- 
tion)  to   any   means,  however  base,  of  ob- 
taining notoriety.     When  one  contemplates 
the  mean  trick  to  which  these  men  have  re- 
sorted, in  writing  a  book  for  the  purpose  of 
liaving  it  to  review,  and  making  the  book  and 
the  I'eview  a  puff  for  each  other;  and  espe- 
cially when  one  sees  Aem   unnecessarily  in- 
troducing the  wife  of  the  person  whom  they 
are  assaulting,  and  who  is,  in  no  way  what- 
ever, concerned  in  the  transactions  of  which 
they  complain  ;   when   one  sees  them  resort 
to  means  of  annoyance  so  very  low,  it  may 
well  be  a   question   with  Sir  Richard  whe- 
ther  he   ought   to  condescend  to  contradict 
any  of  their  assertions ;  for,  it  must  be  evi- 
dent  to  every  man   of    sense,   into  whose 
hands  their    work  may  chance  to  fall,  that 
there  is  no  falsehood  at  which  they  will  stick. 
These   men  have  no  principle.     They  hate 
not   any  vanity  that  Sir  Richard  may  have. 
They  hate  him  because   he  has  a  dinner  and 
shoes,  they  having  neither.     They  are  said 
to  be  six  or  eight  authors,  whom  he  has  been 
obliged  to  discharge  for  stupidity,  a  state- 
ment strongly  corroborated    by  the  supera- 
bundance of  malice  and  the  plentiful  lack  of 
talent,  visible    in   the  pretended  biographer 
and    in   the   reviewers  of  his   performance. 
What,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  had 
Sir  Richard  to  do  with  prosecutions  of  lite- 
rary  veimin   like  these,  who  write  by  the 
foot,  who  come  to  the  pay-table  of  a  Satur- 
day night,  like  weavers  or  tinkers  ;  whose 


master  must  long  ago  have  discharged  them 
had  not   Sir  Richard   indiscreetly  furnished 
their  collection  of  trash  with  an  interesting 
topic;   and  to  whom,   in  all  hamai\  probabi- 
lity, he  would,  ere  his   Shrievalty  had  been 
at  an  end,  have   had   to  dole  out   their  daily 
allowance  of  water  and  bread.     The  gene- 
rality of  readers   have  not   the  most  distant 
idea  what   miserable    creatures    those    are, 
who  are  employed  to  work  upon  publications 
of  this   sort.     I'heir  names   are  cautiously 
disguised,  and   that  for  more  reasons  than 
one.     Their  retreats   are  more  secret,  and 
far   more  filthy,  than   those  of  the   fox  or 
the  polecat.     1  would  bet  the  worth  of  their 
work,  that  al!  the  clothes  upon  all  their  backs 
would  not  sell   for  fifty  shillings.     This   is 
precisely  that  sort  of  writers,  whom   Peter 
Pindar  describes  as  being  to  be  bribed   with 
"  buckets  of  broth  and  pounds  of  bullock's 
"  liver."     And  yet,  by  creatures  like  these 
has  Sir  Piichard  Phillips  been  goaded  even  lo 
the  point  of  appealing  to  the  law  I     This  is 
what   I  dislike.      Had   he   resorted    to    the 
horse-whip,  the  pump,  or  the  horse-pond, 
why,  I  should  have  said,  that  it  was  foolish, 
to  be  sure,  but  that  men  cannot  always  com- 
mand  their  passion.     But,  to  appeal  to   the 
Jaw;   to  do  that   which  might  keep  in  coun- 
tenance   the  fools  and  rogues,  who,  when 
properly  spoken  of,  charge  the  speaker  with 
a  crime ;  to  join  the  hand  who  walk  vviihont 
being  spit  upon,  merely   because  truth   is  a 
libel ;  to  attack  that  press  which  he,  as  well 
as  any  man,  knows  to  be  at  its  last  gasp ;    to 
avail  himself  of  his  elevation    to  mount  his 
brethren  with  lawyers'  spurs.     1  his  is  what 
I  cannot  forgive,  and   it  is  what  he  will  re- 
pent of  to  the  end  of  his  life. The  Trial, 

in  the  c^se  of  Carr  against  Messrs.  Hood  and 
Sharpe,  is  one  of  the  most  important,  nay 
the  most  important,  that  has  taken  place 
in  my  memoiy,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  it 
is  fully  and  ably  reported.  According  to  the 
doctrine  here  laid  down,  both  by  the  Chief 
Justice  and  the  Attorney  General,  one  snan 
may,  not  only  innocently,  but  laudally,  ri- 
dicule the  person  and  the  talents  of  another. 
Not  only  freely  examine  them  and  criticise 
them,  but  ridicule  them.  The  whole  of  the 
Trial  is  important.  1  do  not  mean  as  an  ex- 
posure of  Carr  and  Sir  Richard  Phillijrq,  but 
as  containing  the  principles  of  the  Judges 
and  the  Attorney  General  respecting  libels  ; 
and  it  will  be  matter  of  wonder  m  ;th  me, 
if  the  Booksellers  do  not  form  a  fund  for . 
the  circulation  of  it  all  over  the  kinrdom. 
An  edition  might  he  ^y\v\ted  for  three  pence 
each;  each  bookseller  might  lake  a  number 
proportioned  to  the  extent  of  his  busine.ss; 
some  copic!-',  or  cne  at  least^  might  be  put 
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intr)  every  parcel  sent  oft'  from  every  shop  ; 
(tnd  thus,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  every  man 
wlio  can  read  would  have  read  it.  This  is  no 
loo-ie  essiiy  uj)on  the  hhtl-law.  [t  is  the 
prartico  ot  ibe  law.  It  is  what  the  Attor- 
ney General  and  the  Chief  Justice  have  said 
and  what  they  have  laid  down  as  law.  To- 
ward-, a  fund  I'oi  this  purpose  I  shall  he  very 
Jnippy  to  contribute  my  share  ;  for  I  am  cer- 
tain (hat  there  hjs  not,  f.p- years,  any  pub- 
lication appeared  calculated  to  do  so  much 

pooJ. 'i'o  fall  upon  a  nian  already  down, 

or  to  join  in  aiieneial  outcry,  is  not  my  prac- 
tice :   nor  have  I  any  desire,  in    what  I    re- 
coiiimond,  to   annoy    Sir  Richard    Phillips. 
I  think  it  of  great  public  consetpicnce,   that 
this  Trial  .should  be  universally  read.     As  I 
©bseived    before,  the  action,  out  of  which 
this  trial  grew,   was  fonndtil  upon  the  new 
principle,  namely,  that  vi-HATEvtR    hurts 
A  m.\n's  FKF.LiNGS  IS  to  Ic  considered  as  li- 
h'liuus.     The  trial   h.?s  Cvnripletely   set   this 
principle  aNide  J   and,   in  fact,  ue  are  much 
obliged  to  Sir  John  Carr  for  having  put   the 
principle   to  the    test.     Until    Sir  John  did 
this,  there  was  no  man  who  could  tell  whe- 
ther he  dared  criticise  the  works  of  any   au- 
tlior.     Indeed,    according  to    the  principle 
laid  down,  and  acted  upon,  he  did   not  dare 
•  do  it,     without    running  a   risk  of  punish- 
ment.      Good   God  I       What   would    have 
been  said    by  Pope  and  Swiir,  if  any  one 
had  said  to  them  :     "   It    is    well   for   you, 
"   lh;it  you    live  in   this  age  ;   for,   in    that 
"   which  will   succeed,  to  ridicule  a  fool    or  i 
"   a  knave,  will  subject  men  to  all  the  tor- 
"  ments  of  the  l.v.v  J  and,   there  is  scarcely 
"  op.e  singlw    sentence,  that   cither   of  you 
"  have  written,  especially  where  you  touch 
"   u])on   the  character  or  conduct    of  public 
"  men,  that  would  not,  tea  certainty,  short- 
••'  en  ycur    lives,  and,  perhaps,  your  ears, 
"  before   you    died."      Wliat   would    Gay 
have  said,   luid  he  been  told,  thai  hib  Fables, 
in  the  next  age,  would   iuive  subjected  him 
to  ear-croppi:;g  ?     Yet,  the  nation   was  ia 
well-governed  thert,  as  it  is  now,  and,  as  to 
matters  of  lit'-^rcture.  it  was  far  greater  than 
it  now   is.     Were  a  man  to   write   now   as 
Pope  and  Switt  wrote,  he  would  h;ive  the 
kill    cry  of    Bond    Street  and    St     James's 
against  him.     He  would   be    called  ruffian 
and  assassin.      He  wojld   be    accused    of 
coarseness,     grossnesj,      personality.       He 
would   be  called   an    enemy    to   politeness, 
taste,    refinement,    and    human   happiness. 
1  hu'e  often   wondered,  that    some   of  the 
descench.nis  of  the  rogues  and  fools  whom 
they  lashed,    have   not  prosecuted   the   re- 
priuters  and  the  sdlers    of  their    admirable 
satires,  which,  ^were   they  uri Uen   in   the 
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present  day,  would  be  deemed  infamous 
libels.  They  hail  no  idea  thiil  to  wriie  and 
publish  triitk  was  a  crime.  The  whole  te- 
nor of  their  works  proves,  that,  so  long  as 
they  conhned  themselves  to  the  staling  of 
what  was  true,  they  enteriained  no  appre- 
hensions as  to  the  consequences,  t^pon  the 
topics  connected  with  rtv^alfy,  loo,  thi-y 
were  no  more  squeamish  than  up«)n  others. 
They  were  afraid  of  no  conslnuiive  libels  j 
nor,  if  ihey  chose  to  express  their  disap- 
probation of  ihe  conduct  of  kings  and  prin- 
ces, did  they  fear  the  accusation  of  disloyal- 
ty. Why,  if  either  of  them,  had  wrilt^^n, 
in  the  present  day,  what  boih  wrwte  ai  the 
beginning  of  the  last  cenlury,  he  would 
long  ago  have  been  transported,  under  that 
act  of  parli.mient,  for  which  we  have  to 
thank,  principally,  I'iti  and  Lord  Grenville. 
Yet,  as  I  observed  before,  the  times  they 
lived  and  wrote  in  were  very  glorious  times 
(or  England  ;  such  times  as  England  has  nut 
since  st>tn  ;  times  in  w  hich  she  shone  more, 
both  in  arms  and  in  letters,  than  she  ever 
did    before,  and    than   she  is   likely    to   do 

again. The  rogues   and   fools  in   public 

hie  have  j.-owei  ful  motives  for  cramping  the 
press,  and  all  the  rogues  and  fools  in  private 
life  are  naturally  of  their  party.  It  must  be 
so.  Vice  and  folly,  of  whatever  descrip- 
tion, hate  the  light.  Publicity  is  their  na- 
tural enemy.  Public  prosecutions  lead  to 
private  prosecutions  ;  and  why  not  ?  If  a 
man  is  to  be  punished /or  exposing  the  vices  " 
or  follies  of  a  person  whom  the  public  em- 
ploys, why  should  not  the  exposer  of  a  pri- 
vate perbon  be  punished  ?  It  is  detestable 
to  tell  us,  that  regular  government  cannot 
be  supported  without  ihis  sort  of  prosecu-^ 
tions.  To  tell  us,  that  a  government  cannot 
subsist  without  laws  to  punish  the  publica- 
tion of  (ruth,  is,  in  fact,  to  tell  us,  that, 
that   government  subsists  by  falsehood  and 

iraud. Besides,  if  a  government  cannot 

subsist  without  such  prosecutions,  it  never 
can  long  subsist  with  them,  unless  it  be- 
comes a  complete  despotism,  which  is  a 
state  of  constant  warfare  between  the  go- 
vernment and  the  people,  and  which,  as  we 
have  recently  seen  in  many  instances,  will 
subsist  no  longer  than  the  people  are  with- 
out an  opportunity  of  casting  ott'  its  autho- 
rity. If  the  government  subsist  with  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  what  need  has  it  of 
prosecutions  for  any  animadversions  upon  its 
conduct?  And,  of*  what //^e  are  the  prose- 
cutions ?  Suppose,  for  instance,  some  one 
accuse  the  government  of  tyrannical  con- 
duct. If  his  assertion  be  unsupported  by 
proof,  none  but  the  very  ignorant  part  of 
the  nation  will  believe  hiiii ;  and,  nren  on 
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their  minds,  he  will  produce  no  lasting  ini-  | 
pre.ssion.  If  he  speiik  truth,  it  is  not.  only- 
proper  that  he  should  speiik  freely  and  witti-  I 
out  danger  J  but,  the  prosecution  of  him,  j 
in  that  case,  and  by  a  form  of  process  which  ■ 
does  not  admit  of  his  pleading  the  trnih  in 
his  defence,  must  have,  as  to  the  govern- 
ment, an  elTect  ten  thousand  times  worse 
than  if  he  had  not  been  prosecuted  ;  such  a 
pro=ecvition  proving,  not  that  the  government 
was  innocent  of  the  charge,  but,  tending  to 
prove  that  it  was  guilty,  and  that  the  person 
prosecuted  has  been  the  victim  of  vindictive 
guilt.  And,  in  cases,  where  his  assertions 
are  void  of  prnof  ;  assertions  which  hardly 
any  one  will  believe  ;  such  tisserlions  gain 
credit  frcni  the  mere  circumstance  of  their 
author  becoming  an  object  of  prosecution. 
Nothing  can,  by  what  is  called  a  criminal 
prosecution,  be  obtained  favoinnhle  to  the 
reputation  of  the  prosecuting  party.  His 
innocence  cannot  be  proved.  The  form  of 
proceeding,  according  to  the  present  prac- 
tice, does  not  admit  of  it.  What  does  he 
get^  then  ?  A  glutting  of  his  vengeance,  a 
gratification  of  his  vindictive  feelings,  and 
the  hope  of  being  able  to  prevent  future  de- 
tection and  exposure.  But,  those  who, 
perhaps,  only  despised  him  before,  will  now 
hate  him  ;  and  this  hatred,  justly  sticking 
to  him  through  life,  will  amply  supply  the 
place  of  future  exposures.  His  escaping 
censure  will  ever  after  be  attributed  to  the 
dread  of  punishment  in  those  who  are  able 
and  willing  to  censure  him.  Thus,  he  will 
always  be  regarded  as  guilty,  even  to  a  de- 
gree, perhaps,  beyond  the  truth  j  and  every 
just  man   will    see,  with  pleasi^re,  the  hour 

of  his  misfortune  and  destruction. Ir   is 

now  rather  more  than  a  year  ago,  since  a 
gentleman,  who  had  been  most  shamefully 
misrepresented  and  belied  in  the  newspa- 
pers, and  who  had,  indeed,  been  distinctly 
accused  of  very  heinous  offences,  wrote  to 
mean  explanation  of  the  circumstances,  of 
the  case,  and  intmiated,  in  conclusion,  his 
intention  of  appealing  to  the  law,  I  partici- 
pated in  his  indignation  against  the  publish - 
ersj  but,  conjured  him  not  to  appeal  to  the 
law;  because^  now,  or  in  a  short  time,  the 
whole  nation  Would  be  convinced  of  the 
falsehood  of  what  had  been  said  against  him, 
whereas,  if  he  prosecuted,  the  whole  nation 
would  have  doubts,  at  least,  upon  the  sub- 
ject. He  followed  my  advice.  He  suffered 
the  web  of  falsehood  to  be  spun  out,  and  he 
has  found,  that  not  a  human  creature  in 
England  believes  one  oi  them.  It  is  in  rea- 
son that  it  should  be  thus.  Truth,  give  it 
fair  play,  will  always  triumph  over  falsehood. 
Pit  them  against  one  another,  giving  them 
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both  the  free  scope  of  the  pres<;,  and  there 
is  no  fear  but  the  former  will  prevail.  Every- 
man does,  every  man  must,  know  this  - 
and,  as  every  m.-m  is  quite  at  liberty  to  an- 
swer those  who  attack  him  in  print,  and  as 
every  man  has  the  ability  to  state  p];i:n  facts 
in  his  defence,  his  appealing  to  the  law  al- 
ways is,  and  always  must  be,  a  circum- 
stance conveying   suspicion,  that   he  vonts 

//-////z  wherewith  to  repel  the  attack.— As 

to  ridicule,  good  lord,  wliat  would  Dkycivn 
Popji,  and  Sv-iFT  have  said,  had  tliey  bceri 
told,  that,  in  iheir  country,  it  would  be- 
come a  crime  to  wound  men's  feelings  by- 
holding  them  up  to  ridicule  !  Ridiaiie  is  a 
thing  that  ivill  vnt  attach  where  it  onoht  not. 
I  defy  Mr.  Gillray  to  turn  f.ord  Nelson's 
skill  and  courage  into  ridicule.  You  may 
attempt  to  ridicule  any  thing.  This  master 
of  the  art  has  tried  his  talents  upon  Sir  Fran- 
cis Burdett  and  his  Westminster  procession - 
but,  if  he  would  make  a  candid  confession' 
he  would  tell  us,  that  that  was  amongst  the 
most  unsuccessful  of  his  efforts ;  he  would 
tell  ns,  that  not  a  soul,  except,  perhaps, 
Mr.  Baldwin,  to  whose  name  the  folks  at 
Wiiitehail  prefix,  the  infantine  appellation  of 
Bi/h/.,  ever  thought  this  piece  worth  carryino- 
home.  There  must  be  tlie  ingredients  of  ri- 
dicule in  the  thing  ridiculed,  wiihout  which 
to  attempt  to  ridicule  it,  is  like  atteraptin? 
to  strike  fire  out  of  clay  Well,  then,  ridi- 
cule is,  in  all  cases,  not  only  innocent,  but 
laudable;  because,  that  which  is  ridiculous 
ought  to  be  ridiculsd.  What  must  the 
world  think  of  the  man,  or  set  of  men,  wha 
can  come  into  a  court  of  justice  and  demand 
reparation,  or  vengeance,  for  having  beea 
laughed  at?  Who,  like  Calib.\n,  can 
come  and  say  :  "  Mark  how  he  moci.s  me; 
''  I  pray  thee,  my  lord,  bite  him  to  d.ath  ?'' 
It  is,  and  always  has  been,  I  suppose,  the 
fashion  of  babies  to  run  to  their  parents  with 
complaints  of  being  laughed  at ;  but,  for 
grown  up  men  to  do  this  ;  for  knights'  and 
other  great  folks  to  fall  into  the  practice  ■ 
for  courts  of  law  and  justice  to  be  made  the 
instruments  of  their  childish  resentment: 
this,  were  it  not  but  too  true,  would  be  ri- 
diculous indeed.  What  is  that  reputation  > 
What  can  that  reputation  be  worth  }  Whose 
care,  or  protection,  can  it  merit,  if  it  be  not 

sufiicient  to  stand  the  lest  of  ridicule  ? 

An  indictment  !  An  indictment  preferred 
aiainst  a  book-maker  or  a  booksellt- r ;  ;.n 
indictment  against  the  press  by  one  who  'had 
so  long  thriven  by  the  press,  and  who  now- 
had  .so  much  of  that  press  at  his  command, 
together  with  abundance  of  talents  to  make 
use  of  it!  Of  a  fool's  wrath  the  world  has 
long  been   taught    to    beware;    but,    who 
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would  have  expected  a  prosecution  of  this 
sort  at   the   hands  of  Sir  Richard  Phillips! 
Vanity,  pure  vanity,  has  been   the  undoing 
of  this  gentleman.     It  has  tilled  him  with  a 
feverish  anxiety  about  what   the  world  says 
of  him.     Curse  on  the  gold  chain  and   the 
glass  coach  and  the  gaudy  liveries.  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  they  eould  turn  the  head  of  a  man 
of  sense  !     One  would  have  thought  that  he 
had  had  opj)ortunities  enough  of  witnessing 
the  ridicule  attending  the  annual  nobility   of 
the  city.     Lords  for  a  year,  and  then  lords 
no  more.     "Well,  he  was  duly  warned  of  the 
consequences.     The  last  d?y  I  had  the  pita- 
sure  of  seeing  bim,  which  was  in  February, 
I   parlnd   with    him,    in    Fleet-street,    with 
these  words  :   "  God  bless  you,   Phillips,  and 
"  preserve  you  from  the  honours  of  knight- 
"  hood."     When  I  read  the  p:n-agraph,  gi- 
ving an  account  bf  his  hand-kissing  scene, 
I    was   sick.     I  foresaw,  as  I   thought,  all 
the   fooleries   that   were  to  follow  ;  but,  I 
really  did  not  anticipate   a   prosL-cution   of  j 
those,  whose  low  and  malignant  envy,  such, 
honours  were  so  well  calculated  to  set  in  mo-  j 
tion  ;  much  less  did  I  ever  expect  to  see,  in 
Mr   Phillips,  a  spirit  of  persecution  against 
his  brother  booksellers  and  against  thcpress 
in  grnernl. There  is  only  one  way  of  re- 
covering the    blows,  which  he  has  invited, 
and  which  are  now  falling  upon  him  as  thick 
as  tliow  of  the  muleteers  upon  the  knight  of 
the   woeful  countenance  ;  and  that  is,  hold- 
ing bo'h  his  tongue  and  his  pen,  until  "his 
justly  offended  adversaries  are  wearied  with 
the  e>.ercise  of  bt^labouring  him ;  for,    the 
more  he  struggles  the  faster  and  harder  will 
they   strike,  nor  can   he   reasonably  expect 
them  to  cease,  while  they  perceive,  in  him, 
the  least  appearance  of  the   remains  of  life. 
PiTsuing  the  course  that  1  have  pointed  out, 
he  may,  by  degrees,  be  able  to  creep  forth 
again  ;   but,  if  his  indiscretion  shall  give  to 
tlie  warfare  any  considerable  duiation,  the 
consequences  of  it  will   slick  to  him  to  the 
end  of  his  days : 

*'  Sacrv.l  to  ridicule  his  whole  life  long, 
"  And  the  sad  burden  of  some  merry  song." 
There  is  not  a  poet  of  any  size,  but  will 
try  hij  hand  upon  him.  His  name,  with  ridi- 
cule attached  to  it,  will  iind  its  way  into  all 
sorts  of  publications  ;  and,  long  after  he  him- 
self will  have  leturned  to  his  native  earth,  his 
siory  will  live  as  a  warning  to  all  those,  who 
shall  be  suspected  of  a  disposition  to  screen 
their  vanity  from  ridicule  by  a  prosecution 
in  a  court  of  law. 

Bo t ley,  Sept.  8,   1808. 
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(Concluded  from  page  324.J 
II   may    be  alledged    that    t!.e   paupers 


are  now  farmed  at  43.   fid.  per  head ;  that 
is   certainly   true ;   but  it    is   in    the    parish 
house,  by  a  man  under  the  control  of  the  of- 
ficers, who  visit  the  house  constantly  ;  and 
the  best  refutation   again.st   any  charge  on 
this  head    is,  that  formerly   incessant  com- 
plaints  were  made  by  paupers  for  ill-usage, 
and  mismanagement,  and  since    the  present 
establishment,    not    a    single   murmur   has 
been  heard  by  the  magistrates  ;  all  are  satis- 
fied, except    those  who  assumed  the  title  of 
lady  patronesses  to  the  snivelling  children  of 
the  workhouse,  that  were  formerly  taught 
I  nothing  but  to  hymn  out  a  sort  of  blasphe- 
mous and  fulsome  flattery   to  them,  at    the 
parish  expens*  ;  but  are  now   sent  into  the 
world  apprenticed  to  respectable  tradesmen 
and  put  in  the  way  of  obtaining  an  honest 
livelihood.  The  reduction  from  I4s,  the  ex- 
treme of  the  ra'e  formerly,  to  .Os.  6J.  the  ex- 
treme of  it  ever  since,  is   in  itself  a  benefit 
of  such  consideration  as  entitles  Mr.  Moore 
to  public  thanks  j  but  the  leading  youth  to 
habits  of  industry,  ccmpelliug  the  idle    and 
profiigale  to  labour,   instead  of  canting   for 
their  support,    is  a  work   of  such  superior 
merit,  as  entitles  him  to  thethaKks  of  every 
good   man,  who  loves  his  country  ;  and  if 
his  example  be  generally  imitated,  J  should 
hope  and  expect  to  see  the  time  again,  when 
the  poison    of    soup-shop   charity  and  the 
quackery  of    affrighted    benevolence,    shall 
cease  to   debase  the  sentiments  and  expecta- 
tions of  the  poor  3  and  every  cottager  in  the 
lowest  situation,  shall  with  true  English  in- 
dependence exult,  "  I  have  brought  up  my 
"  children  to  honest  labour,  and,  thank  God  ! 
"  without   being  indebted    to   the   parish." 
—  I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c. — John. — J4ug.  8, 
1S08. 
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But  if  the  principles  of  this  plan  ••honld  be 
approved  of,  and  deemed  feasible  by  those 
in  command,  I  would  recommend  the  move- 
ment to  be  general.  That  it  be  agreed  to 
act  upon  it  in  all  its  parts  the  same  day,  ex- 
cept a  discovery  shotdd  take  place,  in  which 
case  each  part  should  act  immediately  with- 
out hesitation. — 1  acknowledge  I  should  have 
little  expectation  of  the  success  of  any  nego- 
cialion  for  the  peaceable  removal  of  the 
troops.  But  a  declaration  immediately  after 
the  movement  shall  have  commenced,  of  the 
peaceable  and  unofl'ending  object  in  view, 
accon;panied  with  a  threat  of  retaliation  in 
the  event  of  any  hostile  opposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Danes  or  French^  naight  perhaps 


405]  SEPTEMBER  10,    1 

be  found  advantageous. — In  stating  the  naval 
force  at  present  under  my  command,  it  is 
right  to  observe,  I  am,  in  expectation  of 
more  ships,  and  have  been  informed  that  a 
sufficii-^nt  supply  of  provisions  for  all  the  Spa- 
nish troops  is  now  on  its  passage  to  me. — I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  (Signed)  R.  G. 
Keats. — To  his  excellency  the  marquis  de 
la  Romana,  commander-in  chief  of  the  Spa- 
ni.sh  troops  in  Denmark. 

N  B.  I  have  just  heard  that  the  expected 
supplv  ot  provi^ioIls  is  in  part  arrived,  which 
obviate?  dilSculiies  on  my  part. 

Brunswick,  August  g,  1808. —  Sir,  —  I 
have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  excellency's  letter  of  this  morning, 
and  to  congratulate  you  and  the  Spanish  na- 
tion on  the  lirm  and  manly  step  you  have 
taken  on  this  nnpoitant  occasion.  Circum- 
stances of  weather  unavoidably  prevent  the 
arrival  of  two  ships  of  the  line,  now  in 
si^ht.  I  send  captain  Graves,  of  the  Bruns- 
wick, informed  of  my  ideas,  to  see  what 
uses  can  be  made  of  the  vessels  at  present 
in  Nyborg.  In  my  present  situation  I  can 
receive  nearly  fifteen  hundred  men  on  board  : 
and,  under  all  circumstances,  it  appears  to 
me  the  most  advisable  to  convey  the  troops 
with  all  expedition  to  Langeland ;  and,  as 
it  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  your  aide-de- 
camp, that  you  will  be  in  a  situation  to 
maintain  that  island,  and  to  take  post  there 
till  the  arrival  of  transports  to  embark  the 
array,  1  shall  order  seameu  in  to  man  twen- 
ty of  the  smacks  at  present  in  the  port,  and 
more  as  the  ships  arrive.  I  apprehend  the 
baggage  and  artillery  had  better  be  embarked 
in  them,  and  moved  out  under  my  protec- 
tion. Among  the  Spanish  troops  perhaps 
seamen  may  be  found ;  and  I  would  suggest 
the  propriety  of  the  immediate  establishment 
of  a  marine  corps  on  the  most  extensive 
scale  possible  ;  and  I  request  your  excellency 
to  keep  in  mind  that  the  embarkation  of  wa- 
ter and  provisions  with  the  troops,  in  our  pre- 
sent circumstances,  is  of  great  con.sequence. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. — (Signed) 
R.  G.  Keats. — To  his  excellency  the  mar- 
quis de  la  Romana,  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Spanish  troops  in  Denmark. 

Brunswick,  o]}'  Nyhorg,  August  (),  ISOS. 
Sir, — His  excellency  the  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Spanish  forces  in  Denmark,  having 
deemed  it  expedient,  under  the  present  cir- 
circumstances,  to  take  possession  of  Nyborg, 
my  duty  naturally  calls  me  to  a  co-operatiun 
with  the  troops  of  that  nation,  and  a  conse- 
quent frequent  communication  with  the 
town  of  Nyborg.  To  place  your  excellen- 
cy as  much  at  ease  as  possible  respecting  the 
line  of  conduct  that  may  be  adopted  in  the 
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present  event  by  the  English  admiral  com- 
manding in  the  Belt,  notwithstanding  the 
hostility  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honour  to 
inform  you,  that  I  have  given  the  strictest 
orders  to  all  under  my  command,  to  observe 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  Nyborg  the  ut- 
most civility  j  and  it  is  my  wish  to  abstain 
from  every  hostile  and  offensive  act,  so  long 
as  no  hostile  and  offensive  measures  are  pur- 
sued by  the  troops  of  Denmark  or  France 
against  those  of  Spain  j  but  if  any  opposi- 
tion should  be  attempted  either  by  the  D.ines 
or  French  to  the  peaceable  and  uiiof- 
fending  object  in  view,  namely,  the  quiet 
emoarkation  of  the  Spanish  troops,  1 
shall  certainly,  though  most  reluctantly, 
take  measures  which  it  is  to  be  apprehended 
might  occasion  the  destruction  of  the  town 
of  Nyborg.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
—  (Signed)  R.  G.  Keats. — To  his  excellency 
the  governor  of  the  town  of  Nyborg. 

Hound,  Nyborg  Harbour,  August  10, 
1808. — Sir, — It  must  be  evident  to  your  ex- 
cellency, that  as  my  entrance  into  the  har- 
bour of  Nyborg  was  hostilely  opposed,  I  am 
bound  by  no  absolute  law  or  usage  to  abstain 
from  hostilities,  and  to  respect  the  property 
of  the  inhabitants  :  but  although  neither  one 
nor  the  other  could  be  better  secured  than 
by  the  word  of  a  British  officer,  still  it  must 
be  evident  to  your  excellency,  that  under 
existing  circumstances  the  Spanish  general 
has  occasion  for  several  of  the  small  craft  in 
port,  and  that  unless  the  masters  and  crew'S 
of  them  will  lend  their  aid  to  equip  and  na- 
vigate their  vessels,  it  may  not  be  in  my 
power  to  secure  them  from  injury  j  but  if 
they  will,  I  pledge  myself,  after  the  service 
on  which  they  are  required,  and  which  will 
be  of  short  duration,  shall  have  been  ended, 
that  I  will  not  only  use  every  means  in  my 
power  to  secure  them  from  injury,  but 
grant  passports  to  them  all  to  return  in 
safety.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. — 
(Signed)  R.  G.  Keats. — To  his  excellency 
the  governor  of  the  town  of  Nyborg. 

Superb,  off'  Langeland,  August  ]3,  1808. 
— Sir — I  have  detained  the  Euryalus  a  few 
hoars,  for  the  further  satisfaction  of  assur- 
ing their  lordships,  that  the  whole  cf  the 
Spanish  troops  taken  off  by  his  majesty's 
ships  at  Nyborg,  will  be  landed  in  the  course 
ot  this  afternoon  at  Langeland. — A  conven- 
tion has  been  entered  into  between  his  ex- 
cellency the  marquis  de  la  Romana  and  the 
governor  of  the  island,  which,  on  one  hand, 
enjoins  abstinence  from  hostility,  and,'  on 
the  other,  a  sufficient  supply  of  provisions, 
provided  the  island,  which  is  fertile,  can 
produce  it.  I  am,  Sir,  &c. — (Signed)  R. 
G.Keat.^.— The  right  hon.  W.  W.  Fole,;dcc. 
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Victory  of  the  Bkitish  Army  in  Por- 
Tt'GAL.  From  the  Loudon  Gazette  Ex- 
traordinary. 

Doicning-Slrecl,  Sept.  2,  \SOS. — Dispatch- 
es, of  which  the    following    are   copies  and 
ex,tracts,  were  last  night  received  from  lieut. 
gen.  sir  Harry  Burrard,  and  lieut.  gen.  sir 
Arthur  Wellcsley,  dated  from  head-quarters, 
at  Lourinha,    addresseil  to  viscount   Castle- 
reagh,   one  of  his  majesty's  principal  secre- 
taries    of     state,     and    brought    by    capt. 
Campbell,  aid-dc-camp  to  sir  A.  Wellcle/: 
Extract  of  a   Letter  from  Lieut-Gen.  Sir  A. 
IfeLlesley,  dated  Head-Quarters,  at  Caldas, 
the  lOlh  of  Aug.  1808. 
I  marched   from   Lyria   on  the  13th,  and 
arrived    at    Aliobn^a    on    the    19th,     which 
place  the  enemy  had  abandoned  in  tlie  pre- 
ceding night  j  and  I  arrived   here  yesterday. 
The  enemy,  about  4000  in   number,  were  j 
posted    about    10     miles     from     hence,  at   i 
Borica  ;  and  they  occupied   Briios,  about  3   | 
miles   from    hence,    with     their    advanced   ! 
posts.     As  the  possession  of  this  last  villnge  j 
was  important  to    our  futuie  operations,  I  j 
determined  to  occi^>y  it ;  and  a-)  soon  as  the 
British  iuflintry  arrived   upon  the  ground,  I 
directed  that  it  might   be  (occupied  by  a  de- 
tachment,   consisting    of    4    companies    of 
riflemen   of    tlie    60   and    95ih    regiments. 
The  enemy,  consisting  of  a  small  piquet  of 
infjntry   and  a  few  cavalry,  made  a  trifling 
resistance   and  retired;   but  they   were  fol- 
lowed by  a   detachment  of  our  riflemen  to 
the  distance  of  3   miles    from    Briios.     The 
riflemen   were  tlien   attacked    by  a  superior 
body  of  the  enemy,  who  attempted  to  cut 
them  off  from  the  main  body  of  the  detach- 
ment to  which   they   belonged,  which  had 
now  advanced  to  their  support ;  l.irger  bodies 
of  the  enemy  appeared  on  bolh  the  fliinks  of 
the    detachiient,  aid  it  was   with  difficulty 
that  m;ij.  gen.  Spencer,  who  had   gone  out 
to   CEl)idos    when   he   had    heard    that    the 
riflemen    had    advanced  in    pursuit  of    the 
enemy,  was  enabled  to  effect  their  retreat  to  j 
that  village.     They  have  since  remained    in 
possession  of  it,  and  the  enemy  have  retired  1 
entirely  from    the  neighbourhood — In  this  ! 
little  affair  of  the  advanced    posts,    which   j 
was  of.casioned  s>)lely  by  the  eagerness  of  the   ' 
troops  in   pursuit   of  the  enemy,  I  am  con-   j 
cerned  to  add,  that  lieut.  Bunbury,  of  the  j 
2d  battalion  of  the   (J3th,  was  killed,  and 
♦he   hon.   Capt.    Pakenham    wounded,    but  j 
slightly  ;  and   we    have   lost   some  men,  of 
whose  number  I  have  not  received   the  re- 
turns. 

Return  of  Killed,  U'bunded,  and  Missing, 
in  the  Action  at  Lourrnha.  Aug.  15,  1808. — 
5lb    batt.  6'Oth   foot,   I  rank  and  file  killed  j 
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5  rank  and  file  wounded;  1"  rank  and 
filemi5sing. — 2d  batt.  95th  foot,  4  rank  and 
file  missing. — Officers  killed  and  wounded. 
95th  foot,  lieut  Bunbury  killed  ;  captain 
the  hon.  H.  K.  Pakenham  wounded. 
G,  B.  TucKEK,  Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

Head-quarters,  at  Villa  Ferde,  Aug.    17, 
1808. — My     Lord,    The     French     general 
Laborde  having   continued  in  lits  position  at 
Roleia  since  my  arrival  at  Caldas  on  the  15th 
inst.  I  determined  to   attack   him   in   it  this 
morning.     Roleia  is  situated  on  an  eminence, 
having  a  plain   in    its    front,  at  the  end  of  a 
valley,  which  commences  at  Caldas,  and   is 
closed    to    the    southward     by     mountains, 
which  join  the  hills  forming   the   valley  on 
the  left,  looking  from  Caldas.     In  the  centre 
of    the    valley,    and    about   8    miles     from 
Roleia,   is  the  town  and  old  Moorisli  fort   of 
CEbidos,  from    whence  the  enemy's  piquets 
had  been  driven  on  the  15th  ;  and  from  that 
time  he  had  posts  on  the  hills  on  both  sides 
of  the  valley,  as  well  as  in  the  plain  in  front 
of    his   army,    which   was   posted    on    the 
heights  in   front  of  Roleia,  its  right  resting 
upon  the  hills,  lis  left  upon  an  eminence, 
on   which   was  a  windmill^  and   the  whole 
covering  four  or  five  passes  into    the  moun- 
tains in  his  lear. — 1   have  reason   to  beliere 
that  his  force  consisted  of  at  least  tiOOO  men, 
of  which  about  500  were  cavalry,  with  5 
pieces  of  camion  ;  and  there  was  some  rea- 
son   to-  believe  that  Gen.  Loison,   who  was 
at    Rio  Major  yesterday,  would  join   Gen. 
Laborde   by    his  right  in   the  course  of  the 
night       The   plan   of   attack   was    formed 
accoidingly,  and   the  army    having    broken 
up  from   Caldas   this  morning,  was  formed 
into  three  columns  ;  the  right,  consisting  of 
12(X)  Portugueze  infantry  and  50  Portugueze 
ca\ahy,  destined  to  turn  the   enemy's  left, 
and   penetrate  into   the   mountains   in    his 
rear  ;   the  left,  consistisg  of  maj.  gen.  Fer- 
guson's and  brig.   gen.   Bowes's  brigades  of 
infantry,    three   companies  of  riflemen,    a 
brigade    of  li-^lit    artillery,  and    20  British, 
and   20   Portuguese   cavalry,  was   destined, 
untler  the  command  of  m;ij.  gen.    Ferguson, 
to  ascend  the  hills  at  Q'^nidos,  to  turn  all 
the  enemy's  posts  on    the  left  of  the  valley, 
as  well   as  the  right   of  his  post  at  Roleia  j 
this  corps  was  also  destined  to  watch    the 
motions   of  gen.    Loison,    on    the    enemy's 
right,  who,  I  had  heard,  had  moved  from 
Hio   Major   towards   Alcoentre   last   night. 
The  centre  column,  consisting   of  maj.  gen. 
Hill's,   brig.  gen.   Nightingale's,  brig.    gen. 
Craufurd's,  and  brig.    gen.  Fane's  brigades, 
(with  the  exception  of  the  riflemen  detached 
with  maj.  gen.  Ferguson),  and   400    Portu- 
guese light  infantry,  ths  Britibh  and  Porttt- 
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guese  cavalry,  a  bngade  of  nine-pounders, 
and  a  brigade  of  six-pounders,  were  destined 
to  attack  gen,  L;ibordc'.s  position  in  front. — 
The  columns  being  formed,  the  troops 
moved  from  GEbidos  about  7  in  the  morn- 
ing. Brig.  gen.  F.ine's  riflemen  were  im- 
mediately detached  into  tlie  hills  on  the  left 
of  the  valley,  to  keep  up  the  communication 
between  the  centre  and  left  columns,  and  to 
protect  the  march  of  the  former  along  the 
valley  ;  and  the  enemy's  posts  were  succes 
fiivelj*  driven  in.  Maj.  gen.  Hill's  brigade, 
formed  in  ihree  columns  of  battalions, 
moved  on  the  right  oi'  the  valley,  supported 
by  the  cavalry,  in  order  to  attack  the  enemy's 
left;  and  brig,  generals  Nightingale  and 
Craufurd  moved  with  the  artillery  along  the 
hi^h  road,  until  at  length  the  former  formed 
in  the  plain  immediately  in  the  enemy's 
front,  supported  by  the  light  infantry  com- 
panies, and  the  -Ijlh  regiment  of  brig.  gen. 
Craufurd's  brigade,  while  the  two  other 
regiments  of  this  brigade  (the  ,50th  and  ^'^sO' 
and  half  of  the  y-pounder  brigade,  were 
kept  as  a  reserve  in  the  rear. — Maj.  gen. 
Hill  and  brig.  gen.  Nightingale  advanced 
upon  the  enemy's  position,  and,  at  the  same 
moment,  brig.  gen.  Fane's  riflemen  were  in 
the  hills  on  his  right ;  the  Portuguese  infan- 
try in  a  village  upon  his  left;  and  maj.  gen. 
Ferguson's  cc.lumn  was  descending  from  the 
heights  into  the  plain.  From  this  situation 
the  enemy  retired  by  the  passes  into  the 
mountains  with  the  utmost  regularity  and  the 
greatest  celerity ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  rapid  advance  of  the  British  infantry,  the 
wantof  a  sufficient  body  of  cavalry  was  the 
the  cause  of  his  suffering  but  little  loss  in 
the  plain. — It  was  then  necessary  to  make  a 
disposition  to  attack  the  formidable  position 
which  he  had  taken  up.  Brigadier-general 
Fane's  riflemen  were  already  in  the  moun- 
tains on  his  right,  and  no  time  was  lost  in 
attacking  the  different  passes,  as  well  to 
support  the  riflemen  as  to  defeat  the  enemy 
completely. — The  Portuguese  infantry  were 
ordered  to  move  up  a  pa»s  on  the  I'ght  of 
the  whole  j  the  light  companies  of  maj. 
gen.  Hill's  brigade  and  the  5ih  regiment 
moved  up  a  pass  next  on  the  right ;  and  the 
29th  regiment,  supported  by  the  9th  under 
brig  gen.  Nightingale,  a  third  pass;  and 
the  45th  and  82d  regiments,  passes  on  the 
left.  These  passes  were  all  difficult  of 
access,  and  some  of  them  were  well  defend- 
ed by  the  enemy,  particularly  that  which 
■was  a-!tacked  by  the  29tii  and  9th.  These 
regiments  attacked  with  the  greatest  impetu- 
osity, and  reached  the  enemy  before  those 
whose  attacks  were  to  be  made  on  their 
flanks  :  the  dofeoce  of  tlie  enemy   was  des- 
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perate,  and  it  was  in  this  attack  principally 
that  we  sustained  the  loss  which  we  have  to 
lament,  particularly  of  that  gallant  officer, 
the  hon.  lieut.  col  Lake,  who  disiiiiguished 
himself  upon  this  occasion. — The  enemy, 
was,  however,  driven  from  all  the  positions 
he  had  taken  in  the  passes  of  tlie  mountains, 
and  our  troops  weie  advanced  in  the  plai.-is 
on  their  tops.  For  a  considerable  length  of 
time  the  29th  and  9th  regiments  alone  were 
advanced  to  this  point,  with  brig,  gen  Fane's 
riflemen  at  a  distance  on  the  left,  and  they 
were  afterwards  supported  by  the  5th  regi- 
ment, and  by  the  light  coiVipaiiles  cf  maj. 
gen.  Hill's  brigade,  which  had  come  up  on 
their  right  ;  and  by  the  other  troops  ordered 
to  ascend  the  mountains,  who  came  up  by 
degrees.  The  enemy  here  made  three  most 
gallant  attacks  upon  the  29th  and  9th  regi- 
ments, sujiposed,  as  I  have  above  stated, 
with  a  view  to  cover  the  retreat  of  his 
defeated  army  ;  in  all  of  which  he  was, 
however,  repulsed ;  but  he  succeeded  in 
efteciing  his  retreat  in  good  order,  owing, 
principally,  to  my  want  of  cavalry,  and 
secondly,  to  the  dilliculty  of  bringing  up 
the  passes  of  the  mountains  with  celerity,  a 
sufficient  number  of  troops,  and  of  cannon, 
to  support  those  which  had  first  ascended. 
The  loss  of  the  eneiny  has,  however,  been 
very  great ;  and  he  left  three  pieces  of  can- 
non in  our  hands. — I  cannot  sufficiently 
applaud  the  conduct  of  the  troops  throughout 
this  action.  The  enemy's  positions  were 
fojmidable,  and  he  took  them  up  with  his 
usual  ability  and  celerity,  and  defended  them 
most  gallantly.  But  I  must  observe,  that 
although  we  had  such  a  superiority  of  num- 
bers employed  in  the  operations  of  this  day, 
the  troops  actually  engaged  in  the  heat  of 
the  action  were,  from  unavoidable  circum- 
stances, only  the  5th,  9th,  29th,  the  rifle- 
men of  the  95th  and  GOlh,  and  the  flank 
companies  of  maj.  gen.  Hill's  brigade, 
being  a  number  by  no  means  equal  to  that 
of  the  enemy  ;  their  conduct,  therefore, 
deserves  the  highest  commendatioa, — I  can- 
not avokl  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expres- 
sing my  acknowledgemcHts  for  the  aid  and 
support  I  received  from  all  the  general  and 
other  officers  of  this  army,  I  am  particularly 
indebted  to  maj.  gen.  Spencer  for  the  advice 
and  assistance  I  received  from  him  :  to  maj, 
gen  Ferguson  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
led  the  left  column,  and  to  maj.  gen.  Hill, 
and  brig,  generals  Nightingale  and  Fane 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  conducted  the^ 
different  attacks  which  they  led.  I  denved 
most  material  assistance  also  from  lieut.  col. 
Tucker  and  lieut.  col.  Bathurst,  in  the  offices 
of  deputy- aujutaut  and  deputy-quarter-mas- 
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ter  general,   and  from  the  otHcers  of  the 
staff  employed   under   them.     I    must   also 
mention  that  I  had  every  reason  to  be  satis- 
fied with   the   artillery,    under    lieut.   col. 
Robe.      I   have  the  honour  to  be,    &c. — 
(Signed)  Akthuk  Wellesley. 
Return   of  ike   Killed,   IVounded,  and  Mis- 
sing of  the  Army  under  the  Command  of 
Lieut.  Gen.  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  A.  irellesley, 
K.  B.  on  the  ]7th    of  Jug.    ISOS.—Head 
Quarters,  Lourinha,  Aug.   J 8,  1808. 
Gen.  Staff,   1   capt.   killed.— Ko)al  Artil- 
lery,  1  capt.  killed  ;   1  rank  and  file  wound- 
ed.— Royal  Engineers,    1  capt.  wounded. 

1st  Brigade,  Maj  Gen.  Hill. — oth  Foot, 
3  rank  and  lile  killed  ;  1  major,  1  lieut.  2 
Serjeants,  39  rank  and  fde  wounded. — gth 
Foot,  rank  and  file  killed  ;  I  lieut.  col.  1 
inaj.  1  c.Tpt.  1  ensign,  3  Serjeants,  4f)  rr-nk 
and  rile  wounded  ;  12  rank  and  file  missing. 
—38th  Foot,  4  rank  and  file  wounded. 

2d  Brigade,  Maj.  Gen.  Ferguson. — 26th 
Foot,  none  killed  or  wounded. — 40th  Foot, 
1  rank  and  file  killed  ;  2  rank  and  file 
wounded. — 71st  Foot,  1  rank  and  file 
killed  ;   1  rank  and  file  wounded. 

3d  Brigade  Brig.  Gen.  Nightingale. — 29th 
Foot,  1  lieut.  col.  2  Serjeants,  31  rank  and 
file  killed;  1  maj.  3  capts.  3  lieuts,  6  Ser- 
jeants, 105  rank  and  file  wounded  ;  1  capt. 
3  lieuts.  1  Serjeant,  1  drummer,  32  rank 
and  file  missing. — 82d  Foot,  6"  rank  and  file 
killed  J  1  lieut.  1  seijeant,  17  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

4th  Brigade,  Brig. -Gen  Bowes.— 6th 
Foot,  1  captain,  2  rank  and  file  wounded  ; 
I  rank  and  flile  missing. — 32d  Foot  1  rank 
and  file  killed  ;  3  rank  and  file  wounded. 

5th  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Craufurd. — 45th 
Foot,  1  ensign  killed  ;  1  lieut.  9  rank  and 
file  wounded. — 50th  Foot,  2  rank  and  file 
killed ;  I  rank  and  file  wounded. — 91st 
Foot,  none  killed  or  wounded. 

Gth,  or  Light,  Brig. -Gen.  Fane. — 2 
Battalion,  59th  foot,  1  serjeant,  6  rank  and 
file  killed  ;  3  Serjeants,  25  r.nnk  and  file 
wounded  ;  7  rank  and  file  missing. — 5th 
Battalion,  60th  Foot,  8  rank  file  killed  ;  2 
lieutenants,  1  staff,  5  serjeanls,  34  rank  and 
file  wounded  ;   It)  rank  and  file  missing. 

Cavalry. — 20th  Light  Dragoons,  1  horse 
killed  ;  3  rank  and  file,  2  horses  wounded. 
—Total,  J  lieut.  col.,  2  captains,  I  ensign 
3  Serjeants,  6'3  rank  and  file,  1  horse  killed; 
1  lieut  col.,  3  majors,  6"  captains,  8  lieut.  1 
ensign,  1  staff,  20  Serjeants,  295  rank  and 
file,  2  horses  wounded  ;  1  captain,  3  lieute- 
nants, 1  Serjeant,  1  drummer,  6S  rank  and 
file  missing. 

Names  of  Officers  hulled,  wounded,  and 
missiu!^,   on   the  l/th  of  Auguit,  1808. — 
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K.  J.  Bradford,  3d 
regiment  foot  guards  deputy  assistant  adju- 
tant general  killed. —  Koyal  Artillery,  cap- 
tain H.  Geary  killed — Koyal  Engineer.^, 
Capt.  H.  Elphinstone  badly  wounded  -  5lh 
Foot,  Major  Kmes  slightly  wounded,  Lieut. 
Doyle  wounded. — 9th  Fool,  Lieut  -Col. 
Stuart  severely  wounded  ;  Major  Molle 
wounded;  Capt.  Sankay  wounded;  Ensign 
Nichols  wounded.- 29th  Foot,  lieut  col. 
the  hon.  G.  A.  F.  Lake  killed  ;  Majors  G. 
Way  and  Thomas  Egerson  wounded  ;  cap- 
tains P.  Hodge  and  A.  Patison  wounded  ; 
lieutenants  R  Birmingham,  St.  John  W. 
Lucas,  and  R.  Stannus  wounded  ;  Capt.  G. 
Tod  missing  ;  lieutenants  W.  Birmingham, 
A.  Newbold,  and  T.  Langton  missing. — 
Gth  Foot,  Capt.  John  Curry,  slightly 
wounded.— 45ih  Foot,  Ensign  Dawson 
killed  ;  Lieut.  Burke  slightly  wounded. — 
82d  Foot,  Lieut.  R.  Reid  dangerously 
wounded.— fiOth  Foot,  Lieut.  Kiety  slightly 
wounded  ;  Ensign  Dawes  slightly  wounded; 
Adj.  De  Gilso  slightly  wounded. — 95th 
Foot,  Capt.  Creagh  slightly  wounded ; 
lieutenants  Hill  and  Cortman  slightly 
wounded. 

Abstract  of  the  above  Return. — 4  officers 
killed  ;  20  officers  wounded  ;  4  officers 
missing;  3  non-commissioned  officers 
and  drummers  killed;  20  non-commissioned 
ofi^icers  and  drummers  wounded  ;  2  non- 
commissioned officers  and  drummers  mis- 
sing ;  63  rank  and  file  killed  ;  295  rank 
and  file  wounded  ;  68  rank  and  file  missing; 
1  horse  killed  ;  2  hor.^es  wounded — Total, 
officers,  non-commi^-sioned  officers,  rank 
and  file,  and  horses  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  482. — G.  B.  Tuckek,  Dep.  Adj. 
Gen. 

Head-quarters  at  Lourinha,  August  18, 
1808. — My  Lokd  ; — Since  I  wrote  to  you 
last  night,  J  have  heard  from  brig.  gen. 
Anstruther,  that  he  is  on  the  coast  of 
Piniche,  with  the  fleet  of  victuallers  and 
store  hhips,  in  charge  of  Capt.  Bligh,  of 
the  Alfred,  with  a  part  of  the  force  detach- 
ed from  England  under  brig.  gen.  Ackland, 
in  consequence  of  the  receipt  of  orders 
which  I  had  left  at  Mondego  Bay  for  gen. 
Ackland,  which  he  had  opened.  J  have 
ordered  brig.  gen.  Anstruther  to  land  im- 
mediately, and  I  have  moved  to  this  place, 
in  order  to  protect  his  landing,  and  facilitate 
his  junction. — Gen.  Loison  joined'  gen. 
Lnborde  in  the  course  of  last  night  at  Torres 
Vedras  ;  and  I  understand  that  both  began 
their  march  towards  Lisbon  this  morning. 
I  also  hear  that  gen.  Junot  has  arrived  this 
day  at  Torres  Vedras,  with  a  small  corps 
from  Lisbon  ;  and  I  conclude  that  the  whole 
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of  the  French  army  will  be  assembled  be- 
tween Torres  Vedras  and  the  capital,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  —  (Signed)  i^uxHUK 
Wellesley, 

Head-quarters,  Maccira,  Aug.  21,  1803, 
My  Lord  ; — The  report  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  inclose  to  your  lordship,  r.-jade  at 
my  request  by  licut.  gen.  sir  A.  Wellesley, 
conveys  information  wiiich  cannot  but  prove 
highly  gratifying  to  his  majesty. — On  my 
landing,  this  morning,  I  found  that  the 
enemy's  attack  had  already  commenced, 
and  J  was  fortunate  enough  to  reach  the 
field  of  action  in  time  to  witness  and  ap- 
prove of  every  disposition  that  had  been, 
and  was  afterwards  made  by  sir  A.  Welles- 
ley  ;  his  comprehensive  mind  furnishing  a 
ready  resource  in  every  emergency,  and 
rendering  it  quite  unnecessary  to  direct  any 
alteration. — 1  am  happy,  on  this  occasion, 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  great  spirit  and 
good  conduct  displayed  by  all  the  troops 
composing  this  gallant  army  in  this  well 
contested  action, — I  send  this  dispatch  by 
capt.  Campbell,  aid-de-camp  to  sir  A. 
Wellesley,  no  person  being  better  qualified 
to  give  your  lordships  information, — I  have 
the  honour  t&  be,  &:c.  (Signed)  Hakry 
BuRRARD,  Lieut.  General. — To  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Lord  Castlereagh,  &c. 

J^imicra,  August  21,  ISOS. — Sir, — I  have 
the  honour  to  report  to  you,  that  the  enemy 
attacked  us  in  our  position  at  Vimicra  this 
morning. — The  village  of  Vimiera  stands 
in  a  valley,  through  which  runs  the  river 
Maceira  ;  at  the  back,  and  to  the  westward 
and  northward  of  this  village  is  a  mountain, 
the  western  point  of  which  touches  the  sea, 
and  the  eastern  is  separated  by  a  deep  ravine 
from  the  heights,  over  which  passes  the 
road  which  leads  from  Lourinha,  and  the 
northward,  to  Vimiera.  The  greater  part 
of  the  Infantry,  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th 
and  8th  bragades,  where  posted  on  this 
mountain,  with  eight  pieces  of  artillery, 
maj.  gen.  Hill's  brigade  being  on  the  right, 
maj.  gen.  Ferguson's  on  the  left,  having  one 
battalion  on  the  heights,  separated  from  the 
mountain.  On  the  eastern  and  southern 
side  of  the  town  is  a  hill  which  is  entirely 
commanded,  particularly  on  its  right,  by  the 
mountain  to  the  westward  of  the  town,  and 
commanding  all  the  ground  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood to  the  southward  and  eastward, 
on  which  brig.  gea.  Fane  was  posted  with 
his  riflemen  and  the  .50th  regiment,  and 
brig.  gen.  Anstruther  with  his  brigade,  with 
half  a  brigade  of  six-pounders  and  half  a 
brigade  of  nine-poundersj  which  had  been 
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ordered  to  the  position  in  the  course  of  laa^ 
night.  The  ground  over  which  passes  the 
road  from  Lourujhi  commanded  the  left 
of  this  height,  and  it  had  not  been  occu- 
pied, excepting  by  a  piquet,  a  s  the  tamp 
had  been  taken  up  only  for  one  night ;  and 
there  was  no  water  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  height. — The  cavaliy  and 
the  reserve  of  artillery  were  in  the  valley 
beiwc-^n  the  hills  on  which  the  infantry 
.stood  :  both  flanking  and  supporting  brig, 
gen.  Fane's  advanced  gun'. — The  enemy 
first  appeared  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, in  large  bodies  of  cavalry  on  oi:r  left 
upon  the  heights  on  the  road  to  Lourinha  j 
and  it  was  soon  obvious  that  the  attack  would 
be  made  upon  our  advanced  guard,  and  the 
left  of  our  position  ;  and  maj.  gen.  Fergu- 
son's brigade  was  Immediately  moved  across 
the  ravine  to  the  heights,  on  the  road  to 
Lourinha,  with  three  pieces  of  canncn  ;  he 
was  followed  successively  by  brig.  gen. 
Nightingale  with  his  brigade  and  three  pieces 
of  cannon  ;  brig.  gen.  Ackland  with  his 
brigade,  and  brig  gen,  Bowes  with  his  bri- 
gade. These  troops  were  formed  (maj.  gen. 
Ferguson's  brigade  in  the  first  line  ;  brig, 
gen.  Nightingale's  in  the  second;  and  brig, 
gen.  Bowe's  and  Ackland's,  in  columns  in  the 
rear)  on  those  heights,  with  their  right  upon 
the  valley  which  leads  into  Vimiera  ;  and 
their  left  upon  the  other  ravine,  which  .sepa- 
rates these  heights  from  the  range  w  bich  ter- 
minates at  the  landing-place  at  Maceira. 
On  these  last-mentioned  heights,  the  Portu- 
guese troops,  which  had  been  jn  the  bottom 
near  Vimiera,  were  posted  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  they  were  supported  by  brig, 
gen.  Craufnrd's  brigade. — The  troops  of 
the  advanced  guard  on  the  heights  to  the 
southward  and  eastward  of  the  town  were 
deemed  sufficient  for  its  defence,  and  maj. 
gen.  Hill  was  moved  to  the  centre  of  the 
mountain  on  which  a  great  body  of  the  in- 
fantry had  been  posted,  as  a  support  to 
these  troops,  and  as  a  reseive  io  the  whole 
army.  Li  addition  to  this  support  these 
troops  had  that  of  the  cavalry  In  the  rear  of 
their  right. — The  enemy's  attack  began  iu 
several  colwrans  on  the  whole  of  the  troops 
on  this  height ;  on  the  left  they  advanced, 
notwithstanding  the  fire  of  the  rifle-men, 
close  to  the  50th,  and  were  checked  and 
driven  back  only  by  the  bayonets  of  that 
corps.  The  2d  battalion,  43d  regiment, 
was  likewise  closely  engaged  with  tliem  in 
the  road  which  leads  into  Vimiera  ;  and  pr.rt 
of  that  corps  having  been  ordered  into  the 
church-yard  to  prevent  them  from  penetrat- 
ing into  the  town.     On    the  right  of   the 
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position  they  were  reputed  by  the  bayonets 
of  the  971U  regiment,  which  corps  was  sue- 
cesslLilly   suporied  by  the  2d   bnttalion  5'2d 
regiment,  whiclv,  bv  :ni  :idvance  in  cohnxin, 
took  the  enemy    in  tiank  —Resides  this  op- 
position given   to    lh«  attack  of  the  enemy 
on   our  advanced  guard  by   their  own  exer- 
tions, they   were  attacked  in   flank  by  brig. 
gen.  Acklaud's  bri-ade  in  its  advance  to  its 
position  on  the  heights  on. the  left,  and  a  can- 
nonade was  kept  up  on  the  tlank  of  the  ene- 
my's  cc'Kimns,  by   the   aitillery   on    those 
jieiirhts. — At  length,  after  a  most  desperate 
contest,  the  enemy  was  dnven  back  in  con- 
fusion from  this  attack  with  the  loss  of  seven 
pieces  of  cannon,  many    prisoners,  and   a 
great  number  of  officers  and  soldiers  killed 
and  wounded.     He  was  pursued    by  the  de- 
tachment of  the  20th  light  dragoons,  but  the 
enemy's  cavalry  were  so   much    superior    in 
numbers,  that   ihis  detachment  has  suffered 
much,  and    lieut.   col.  Taylor  was   untbrtu- 
'  nately  killed.— Nearly  :.t  the  same  time  the 
enemy's  attack  commencetl  upon  the  heights 
on  the  road  to   Lourinha.     This  attack  was 
snpoorted  by  a  large   body  of  cavalry,  and 
■was' made  with  the  usual  impetuosity  of  the 
French  troops.      It  was  received  with  steadi- 
ness by  maj.  gen.  Ferguson's  brigade,  con- 
sisting of   the    3(Jlh,  -^Oth,    and  Jlst   regi- 
invjuts;   and  these  corps  charged,  as  soon  as 
the  enemy  approached  them,  wdio  gave  way, 
and    they  continued   to  advance  upon   him, 
supported  by    the  8'2d,  one  of  the  corps   of 
b.ig.   geii.  Nightingale's  brigade,  which,  as 
the^'srouud   extended,  afterwards   formed  a 
part  of  the  first  line  ;  by  the  2C)lh  regiment, 
and   by   brig.   gen.   Bowe's  and   Ackland's 
brigades,    while   brig.  gen.    Craufurd's    bri- 
g~ide,    and  the  Poituguese  troops,    in    two 
Imes,  advanced  along  the  height  on  the  left. 
—  In   the   advance  of  maj.  gen.   Ferguson's 
brigade,  six   pieces  of   cannon   were  taken 
.    from  the  enemy,  with  many  prisoners,  and 
vast  numbers   were  killed  and  wounded. — 
The  enemy  afterwards  made  an  attempi  to 
recover  a  part  of  his.  artillery,  by  attacking 
the   /Ist   and    82d   regiments,  which    were 
halted  in  a  valley  in  which  it  had  been  taken. 
These  regiments  retired  from  iht  low  grounds 
in  the  valley  to  the  heights,  were  they  halt- 
ed, faced  about,  fired,  and   advanced   upon 
the  enemy,  who  had,  by  that  time,  arrived 
in  the  low   ground,  and    they   thus  obliged 
him  again  to  retire  with  great  loss. — In  this 
action,  in   wdiich    the  whole  of  the  French 
force    in  Portugal    was  employed  under   the 
command  of  the  Duke  D'Abrantes  (General 


Junot)  in  person,  in  which  the  enemy   tvas 
certainly   .superior   in  cavalry  and    artillery, 
and  in    wh/ich  not   more   than    half  of  the 
British  army   was  actu.iliy  engaged,    he  has 
sustained  a   signal  defeat,  and   has   lost    13 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  23  ammunition  wag- 
gons, with  jiowdtT,   shells,   stores  of  all  de- 
scriptions, and    twenty    tliousaiid  rounds  of 
musket   ammunition.     One  general  oflicer 
(iK^niere)  has  been  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
soner, and  a  great  many  otHcers  and  soldiers 
have  been    killed,    wo'.inded,  and   taken. — 
The  valour  and    discipIiiR'  of  his  maje-iiy's 
troops  have  been  conspicuous  upon   this  oc- 
casion, as  you,  who  witnessed  the  greatest 
part  of  the  action,   must  h.-ive  obser\ed  ;  but 
it   is  a  justice    to  the   following   corps  to 
draw  your  notice  to   them   in    a    particular 
manner, viz. — tlieroyal  artillery,  commanded 
by    lieut.   col.    Robe  ;     the    20th    dragoons 
which  had  been  commanded  by    lieut.   col. 
Taylor;  the  50th  regiment,  commanded  by 
Col.  Walker,;   the  2d    battallion  ()5th    foot, 
commanded  by  maj    Travers ;  the  5th   bat- 
talion, 6'Oth   reginv.^ar,  commanded  by  maj. 
Davy  ;    the  second    battallion     43d,    com- 
manded by  maj.  Hull  ;    the  2d  battalion  52d, 
commanded   by   lieut.   col.  Ross  ;  the  97th 
regiment,  commanded  by  lieut.  col.  Lyon  ; 
the   Sioth   regiment,    commanded   by    col. 
Burne  ;   the  40th,  commanded  by  col.  Kem- 
mis  J    the   71st,  commanded  by    lieut.   col. 
Pack  ;  and  the  82d  regiment,  commanded  by 
maj.  Eyrs — In  mentioning  col,  Burne,  and 
the  3&th  regiment  to  yon  upon  this  occasion, 
I  cannot  avoid  to  add,  that  the  regular  and 
orderly  conduct  of  this  corps,  throughout 
this. service,  and  their  gallantry  and  discipline 
in  action  have    been   conspicuous. — I    must 
take  this  ojjportunity  of  acknowledging  my 
obligations  to  the  general  and  stafi"  officers  of 
the  army.     I  was  much  indebted  to  maj.  gen. 
I    Spencer's  judgement  and  experience,  in  the 
!   decision  which  1  formed,  with  respect  to  the 
'    nuuibei  of  troops  allotted  to  each  point  of  de- 
I   fence ;     and    for    his    advice  and  assistance 
throughout  the  action. — In  the  position  taken 
upbyniaj.  gen.  Ferguson's  brigade,  and  in  its 
advance  upon  the  enemy,  that  officer  shew- 
ed equal  bravery  and  judgment ;  and    much 
praise  is  due  to  brig.  gen.  Fane,  and  brig, 
gen.   Anstruther,  for   their   gallant  defence 
of  their  position  in  front  of  VImiera,  and 
to    brig.    gen.    Nightingale,  for  the  manner 
in  wfiich  he  supported  the  attack  upon  the 
enemy,  made   by    major-gen.    Ferguson.— 
(To  be  continued  J 
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"  We  mus.  allow  a  latitude  to  the  free  discussion  of  the  merits  and  demerits  ot  authors  and  their  worksl 
'«  cthenvSsrweLy/a/A,  indeed,  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  but  there  will  be  m  reaWy  an  ««ci  .7  U.  -Re- 
port  of  Lono  Ellenborougu's  Charge. 

*        , [4)9 
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TO    THE    RIGHT    HONOURABLE 

LORD    ELLENBOROUGH, 

CHIEF  JUSTICE  OF  THE  COURT 
OF    KING'S  BENCH. 

My  Lord  5 

Either  that  ulerly,  of 
which  we  have  boasted,  and  do  boast,  so 
much,  is  a  mere  sound,  invented  by  poH- 
licians  iur  purposes  reseinbhng  those  for 
which  priests  invented  relicks  and  penances, 
and  for  which  meihodist  preachers  pretend 
to  inspiration  ;  either  the  whole  thing  is,  in 
short,  a  specious  and  delusive  fraud,  or  the 
result  of  the  Action,  recently  tried  before 
your  lordship,  in  the  case  of  Carr  against 
Hood  and  Sharpe,  is  not  only  of  greater 
importance  to  the  nation  than  the  recent 
victories  over  the  French,  in  Portugal,  but 
of  greater  importance  than  would  be  a  series 
of  victories,  by  which  Buonaparte  should 
be  overthrown.  For,  what  do  we  promise 
ourselves,  as  the  fruit  of  such  victories  ? 
Why,  the  secure  enjoyment  vA  our  lives 
and  property ;  security  from  that  oppres- 
sion, v/hich  we  should,  in  all  probability, 
experience  at  his  hands.  This,  after  all, 
is  the  sole  end  of  all  our  sacrifices  and  of 
the  dangers  and  sufferings  of  our  country- 
men who  are  in  arms.  There  is  no  other 
rational  purpose  that  we  can  ha\e  in  view. 
This  being  the  case,  lam  pretty  confident, 
that  the  public,  when  they  duly  reflect  upon 
the  matter,  will  be  convinced,  that,  on  the 
25th  of  July  last,  a  greater  victory  was  gain • 
ed  for  England  under  yoar  lordship,  than 
has  been  gained,  by  land  or  sea,  for  many 
)"ears  past. 

The  doctrines,  laid  down  by  your  lord- 
ship, upon  this  memorable  occasion,  seem, 
indeed,  to  have  been  restricted  as  10  their  ap- 
plication. They  seem  to  have  been,  rather 
carefully,  confined  to  '•'  aulJtors  and  their 
"  works  ;  "  but,  in  pursuance  of  the  pur- 
pose for  which  alone  I  now  address  you,  I 
shall,  [  think,  succeed  in  convincing  your 
lordship,  that  this  restriction  cannot  subsist, 
consistently  with  reason  and  justice.  I  have, 
below,  given  an  abridgment  of  tlie  Rejiort 
of  the  Trial,  in  which  I  have  retained  all 
that  WvHs  said  by  your  iordshipj  bui-^  that 


we  msiy  have  the  matter  fairly  before  us,  I 
will  here  shortly  slate  the  substance  of  your 
doctrines,  supposing  what  you  said  to  have 
been  correctly  reported ;  for,  as  to  myself, 
I,  of  course,  who  was  not  present  at  the 
trial,  can  state  nothing  from  my  own  know- 
ledge, I  take  this  report  as  I  find  it  ;  1  lay 
it  before  my  readers  as  being  a  report  given, 
in  print,  by  another  person  j  I  take  it  up,  I 
treat  it  as  a  book  ;  and,  if  it  be  what  it  pro- 
fesses to  be,  it  contains  the  words  uttered  by 
you  upon  the  occasion  referred  to. 

The  first  of  these  Vv'ords  I  have  taken  for 
my  motto.     The  next  time  you  speak,  you 
say,  that  we  must  really  not  cramp  observa- 
tions upon  authors  and  their  works ;  that  they 
should  be  liable  to  exposure,  to  criticism,  and 
even  to  ridicule,  if  their  works  be  ridiculous ; 
that,  otherwise,  the  first  who  writes  a  book 
upon  any  subject,  will  maintain  a  monopoly 
of  sentiment   upon  it  ;  that    thus  vice   and 
error  will  be  perpetuated,  and  so  we  should 
<To  on    to   the   end  of  time  ,•  and   that   you 
cannot  conceive  that  an  action    is   maintain- 
able on  such  ground.     Upon  Mr,   Garrow's 
observing,    that,    though  an    author's  book 
might  be  ridiculed,  the  critics  had  no   right 
to  endeavour  to  destroy  him  altogether  as  an 
author,  your  lordshipsaid,  that  you  did  not 
know  that ;  that,  (speaking  in  the  interroga- 
tive form)  suppose  a  man  publihsed  a  book 
injurious  to  public  morals,  of  infinite  mis-, 
chief  to    the    public   taste,    containing    bad 
maxims  of  government,  or  any    thing  else 
that    ought  to  be  decried,  are  we  not  at  li- 
berty to  expose  that  work  ?     Aye,  and   ex- 
pose the  author  of  it  too,  as  far  as  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  work,  and  that  in  the  most 
pointed  language  of  wit,  humour,  or   ridi- 
cule ;   tl.at,  a  Clitic,  in  such  case  conferred 
a  benefit  on   the  public  ;  that    the  destruc- 
tion of  the  author's  reputation  was  nothing; 
that  it  was  a  reputation  which  ought  to  be  de- 
stroyed J   that  it  was  idle  to  talk  of  the  liberty 
of  the    press,  if  one  man   might  not  write 
freely  upon    the    work  of  another;  that,  if 
there  had  been  an    attack    upon   the  moral 
character  of  the   author,  or  any   attack  on 
his  character  unconnected  with    his   work, 
the  law   would   have   altbrded    him   protec* 
tion.     Upon  Mr.  Gavrow^s  saying,  that  thi 
dsfend.v.Ks  Iiad  net  destroyed  Cavr's  i"f  puU 
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tion  fcirhj,  your  loidship  snid  ibat  he  must 
show  that  it  was  not  fairly  done  ;  and,  upon 
his  replying,  lliJt  the  caricature  was  a 
proof  of  unfijimess,  your  Icjrdsliip  bade  him 
go  on   with    hii>  case. In   your  charge, 
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and  the  justice  of  these  reservations  and  re~ 
slriclions  that  I  now  propose  to  inquire- 
FiKST,  as  to  the  qualificalion  of  the  word 
"  criticism."  Yoar  lordship  would  have  it  to 
be  fair,  and,  in  one  place,  it  would  seem. 


after  having  rt|iealed  your  sentimf-T.t   res-      that  you  insist  upon  its  being  tonf/if^  as  well 


peeling  the  public  utility   of  writing   down 
bad  book?,    you  said,    that  this,  however,  j 
was  applicable  to  /(/fr  a«(^  candid  criticism  ;   ! 
that,  astothe/o.v5   sustained   by   an   author  i 
frr  m  such  a  cause,  it  was  what  you,    in  the  ' 
law,  called  damnum   absque  injuria,  a  loss  I 
which  the  law  does  not  consider  as  an  injury, 
because  it  is  a  loss  which  he  ought  to  sustain,   j 
a  loss  of  fame  and  profits  to  which    he  was  < 
never    entitled;   tha^,  if  it   were  otherwise, 
you  did  not  know  where  we  were   to   stop  ; 
that  you  knew  of  nothing  that  more  threat-   j 
ened  the  liberty  of  the  press,  in  the  days  I 
jn  which  we  live,  than  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  this   species  of  action  ;  that,  how-  j 
ever,  you  wished  not  to  be  misunderstood, 
for  that,  if  there  had  been  any  thing  in  the 
criticism,  of   a  libellous    letulency,  wholly 
foreign  to   the  ivork,  or  unconnected  with 
the  author  of  it,  as  emlodied  in  it,  the   ac- 
tion was  maintainable  ;  that  neither  yourself 
nor  the  jury  had  ever  appeared  before  the 
M'orld  in    the  character  of  an  author,  or  at 
least  you  never  had ;   that,  if  you' had,  you 
should  not  think  yourself  entitled  to  main- 
tain an   action  agninst  any    body  else,  who 
ridiculed  your  work,  and  proved  it    to  be 
ridiculous;     that,     in     fine,    if    the    jury 
thought,    that   the   criticism  was  rpon  the 
work,  and   upon  the  author  as   connected 
■with  the  work,  and  not  written  by  way   of 
calumny  upon   him   as   an  individual,  yon 
were  of    ©pinion   that  the  action   was   not 
maintainable;  th.it  if,  on  the  contrary,  they 
should  be  of  opinion,  tliat  the  criticism  was 
-   written  against  the  author,   as   a   man,  and 
nnconnecteJ    with    his    work,     then    you 
thor.ght  the   action    was    maintainable.—— 
j4fter  the  vtrdict  was  given,  your  lordship 
(a  thing  not  very  common,  1  believe)  thought 
it  necessary  to  caution  the  audience  sgainst 
a    misunder,stanuir,g    of  what    had    passed. 
"  I  hope  nobody  wdl  understand,  from  the 
*'  result  of  this  trial,  that  there  is  the  least 
"  co'.mtcnance  given  to  slander,  or  to  ridi- 
"  cule  any  author,  a\iy  more  than  auij  other 
"  individual,  unless  sucii  ridicule   be   con- 
"  nectcd  v'ith  his  works,  and   the  author  is 
"  evibodiad  zvilh    his    work ;  for  courts  of 
"  justice  arc  as  tender  of  the  moral  charac- 
*'  ters  of  2II  mtn,  whether  they  be  autliora 
*'  or  not,  as  tht^y  are  firm  in  the  mainte- 
'f  nance  of  the  ri?Ut  of  every  indivitiacl,  to 
'•'  give  a  free  opinion,  on  every   pu.hlica,liQn 
V  of  a  literary  work." 
It   isj  my  lordj  into   the  rcasouablouess 


as  fair.     I  always   thought,  that  the   words 
were  synonymous  ;   but,   whatever  be  their 
meaning,   they   express   that  quality   which 
you  hold  to  be  necessary,  in  order  to  justify 
the  criticism,  though  the  author  be  embo- 
died in  his  work.     But,   my   lord,  be   this 
quality  what  it  may,  who   is  to  tell  us    whe- 
ther it  exist  or  not  ?     Evidence  can  be  given 
as  to   truth  or  falsehood  ;  as   to   the   obedi- 
ence or  disobedience  of  any  laW  ;  as  to  the 
performance  or  breach  of  any   well  known 
moral  duty  ;  as  to  any  thing,  in  short,  that 
is  clearly  defined  and  settled.     About  what 
\9, fair  who  can  say  tliat  any  th.ing  has    been 
settled  ?     Where   is    the  standard  whereb)' 
we  are  to  judge  oi'  fairness  ?     It  is  evident 
that  there  cm  be  no  such  standard,  and  that 
the  point   must  always  turn  upon  mere   opi- 
nion.    What  would  this  question  of  fairness 
come  under,  then,  the   law  or  the  fact  of 
the  case  ?     Who  would  settle  the  point,  the 
judge   or  th3  jury  ?     "   One  of  the  jurtf  " 
upon  this  tri.^1,  appeared  to  have  a  great  de- 
sire to   shew   himself  learned  in   the  law  ; 
but,  it  will  hardly  be  contended,  that  juries, 
or  that  courts  of   justice,  lan  be,  or  ought 
to  be,  made  into  supervisors  of  the  taste   of 
the   press.     A  tyrannical  judge  in   America 
ac!dod  the   quality  "  decent,"  as  essentiiil  to 
publications  to  be  tolerated.     Who  was    to 
be  the  j'ldge  of  the  decency  ?     There  is  a 
maxim,  which  says,  "  miserabn;  are  those 
"  who  are   subjected  to   laws  of  uncf'rtain 
"  operation."     Indeed,    where  the  opera- 
tion is  not   uniform,  and  where  the  princi- 
ple is  not  clearly  laid  down  and  well  known, 
it:  is  an  abr.se  of  v/ords  10  call  the  thing  law, 
wliich  always  implies  something  whereby  a 
man's  duties  or  rights  are   defined.     About 
this  reservation,  however,  I   think  we  need 
not  be  very   r.nea'jy,  as   ihe   result   of  the 
trial,    together   with    the  opinions  of  your 
lord.sliip,  decidedly  in  favour  of  that  result, 
enables  us  to  proceed  to  the  length  of  impu- 
ting to  a  rnan  (no,  not  a    man,  an  author) 
all  sorts  of  folly  ;   to  exhibit  him  as  a   fool, 
a  lunatic  and  a  vagabond  in  point  of  proper- 
ty ;    and,    lest    our    pages    of   letter  press 
should  fail,    to  call  in  the  distorting  aid   of 
the  pencil  to  elfect  our    purpose.     This  has 
been  deemed  /c/r  criticism  ;   and,  therefore, 
it  will,  I  imagine,  be  very  difficult'for  us  to 
maky  use  of  any,  that  can,  without  depart- 
ing  from  the    principles,  upon    which   this 
case  w^s  decided,  be  deemed  unfair 

But,  the  person  ridiculed  inust,  i^  would 
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seem  from   this     report  of  your  lordship's 
langu;ige,   be  not  only  nn  auiior  of  a    wiit- 
ten  and  puhlislied  work,  but,  lie    must  also 
emlodii    liimself  in    the     work.     What    is 
meant  by  this  embodyins^work  I  do'ni)l  very 
clearly  perceive.     In  o(her  jilaces  it   is  said, 
that  he  is  to  be  ridiculed  no  farther  than    he 
appears    in   contiection  with    h's   work  ;  and 
that,  unconnected  with     his    work,    he    is 
to    be    treated     with    all     the     tenderness 
which  the  law    tiikcs    care  (o  pDvide    for 
the    individual       But,  my   lord,  wiio    is    to 
settle  these  nice  points  of  connection  and  in- 
corporation ^     How   am    I  to  know  what  is 
meant  by    tiiis   connecting  .ir.d  embodv'ng  ? 
Suppose  I    were   to  take   up  a  book  written 
for  the  purpose  of  persuading  me,   that  J  am 
very  wrong  indeed  in  objecting  to  vhe  minis- 
try of  the  dav  ;   suppose    this   woik  has  for 
its  author  some    man    who   lives  n[)on    the 
taxes  and  whose  wife  lives  upon  them  too; 
suppose  the  wiiole  family  to  fee  chin-deep  in 
sinecures  and  reversions ;  mu-u   I  not  speak 
of  these  ;   mnst    I  not    expose  the  author's 
motives  for   his   work  ;   must   I  not,  if  my 
pen  fail  me.  call  in  the  aid  of  the  pencil    to 
exhibit  this  author  in  the  act  of  picking  John 
Bull's  pocket  with  one  hand,  while  he  holds 
up,    in  the  shape  of  a  pair  of  winkers,  his 
book  in  the  other  hand  ;  must  I  not  hang  a 
label,   marked  plunder,  out  of  his  pocket  ; 
and  must  I  not  put  his  wife  and  children  in 
the  character    of    sturdy    paupers,    jeering 
those  from    whom  they  receive  their  daily 
bread  ?  Assurudly  I   ought   to  do  all  this  ; 
and  yet  this  author  might  so  write  his  book 
as   not  to  embody    himself  with  it,  in    any 
shape  whatever  ;  and  I  might  be  told,  per- 
haps, that  his  places  and  pensions  had  no- 
thing at  all  to  do  with  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  the  ministry  ;   that  I  had  gone  into  a  sub- 
ject foreign   to  the   book  ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, I  ought  to   be   punished  as  a    libeller  3 
whereas^it  would  appear  to  me  quite  neces- 
sary to  go  into  these  matters  in  order  to  shew 
the   motive  of  the   author,  and    that  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing    his  book  from  doing 

public  mischief. It  is  not  at  all  necessary 

for  an  author  to  connpct  himself  with  his 
book.  He  need  not  write  in  the  form  of 
such  connection.  He  may,  like  the  news- 
paper people  and  the  reviewers,  write  in  the 
style  royal,  and  call  himself  we  ;  or,  he 
may  unite  in  the  impersonal  altogether. 
There  are  very  few  instances,  in  which  an 
author  can  be  said  to  embody  himself  in  his 
work.  It  can,  indeed,  only  be  wlien 
he  relates  his  own  adventures,  or  gives  an 
account  of  transactions,  in  which  he  has 
personally  borne  a  pa?t.  And  why,  my 
lord ;  ivhy,  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  should  this 
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particular  description  of  authors  be  exposed 
to  ridicule  more  than  any  other  description  ? 
IVhy  is  It  so  very  necessary  to  expose  their 
folly  and  destroy  their  reputation  ?  Of  wl.at 
particular  harm  is  their  success?  In  what 
way  is  it  entitled  to  any  extraordinary  quantity 
of  legal  reprobation  ?  Why  should  th'.-se 
fools  be  outlawed  any  more  than  the  rest? 
Your  lordship  may  S'.ie  a  very  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  disinction  ;  but,  I  confess  that 
I  can  see  no  reason  at  all  for  it.  Every  mjip, 
who  writes  and  publishes,  challenges  the 
cr  ticisms  of  the  world.  Th<i  very  act  of 
writing  the  b(K)k  embociies  him  with  it.  It 
is  is  his  act  It  belongs  to  him.  It  is  the 
picture  of  his  mind,  it  is  a  p  irt  of  himself. 
The  critic  has  a  right  to  take  the  man  and 
tjie  book  together,  and  to  criticise  them,  and, 
if  he  pleases,  ridicule,  or  endeavour  to  ridi- 
cule them  both.  If  he  has  not  this  right, 
he  has  no  right  at  all  5  he  is  never  safe  ;  and 
he  had  better  lay  aside  his  pen  If  he  him- 
self be  foolish  in  his  criticism  ;  if  he  be 
unfair,  or  malignant,  why,  the  world,  who 
will  soon  perceive  it,  will  noi  tail  10  punish 
him   in  the  only   suitable   manner,  wiihout 

any  of   the  aid  of   judges   and  juries. 

There  was  a  still  further  qoalificatiou.  too  ; 
not  only  must  the  man  have;  published  his 
acts,  orhisvxork;  but,  he  muil  have  em- 
bodied himself  with  the  work  ,  and  the 
work  Ti\\x?,\.  he  ridiculous.  All  this  must  be 
seen  to  exist  before  the  ridicule  could  be 
justified.  But,  here  again  we  have  our  old 
dithcuity  ;  icho  is  to  determine,  whether  the 
work  be  ridiculous  or  not  ?  The  jury  are  to 
judge  of  thealledged  otFence  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  judge  ;  but,  it  will  not  be 
pretended  th::t  this  is  3  tribunal,  wherein  to 
try  the  merits  or  demerits  of  a  literary  work. 
What,  then,  becomes  of  this  qualification  ? 
The  critic  will  say,  that  the  work  is  ridicu- 
lous ;  the  author  will  say  that  it  is  not  ; 
even  the  public  may  be  divided  upon  the 
point  ;  and  who  in  all  the  world  is  to  settle 
it  ?  Your  lordship  says,  and  very  truly,  that 
it  is  of  great  public  utility  to  e.x.pose  ridicu- 
lous works,  and  to  destroy  the  reputation  of 
their  authors  ;  but,  if  I  should  be  engaged 
in  an  act  of  great  public  utility  of  this  sort, 
how  should  I  fare  if  your  lordship  and  the 
jury  shovild  happen  to  think  that  not  ridicu- 
lous, which  I  took  for  ridiculous  ?  How  am 
I  to  know  that  you  will  be  of  my  opinion  ? 
And  must  1  not,  then,  be  continually  in  a 
state  of  uncertainty  ;  and  must  not  a  press, 
thus  shackled,  be  infinitely  worse  than  no 
press  at  all  ?  The  fool  or  rogue  runs  no  risk, 
either  in  his  writings  or  publishings  ;  whilft 
his  critic  is  never  bafe  tor  a  itioment.  bir 
John   Carr  saw   ihs,    and^    therefore,    ho 
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t bought  to  tenify  his  critic  into  silence. 
Your  iDiclship  has  now  set  ) onr  face  against 
this  species  of  action ;  and,  it  was  high 
time;  for  if  it  hidsacceedL^d,  even  the  most 
stupid  part  of  the  people  would  have  laughed 
at  the  talk  of  "  the  liberty  of  the  press." 
That  talk  would  not  have  deceived  any  crea- 
ture capable  of  cmmting  its  fingers. 

The  most  important  restriction,  however, 
relates  to  the  quality,  or,  rather,    the  pro 
fess'um,  of  the  person  censured,  or  ridiculed. 
"Sir  John  Carr  had  evidently  conceived,  that 
.the  feeihigs  of  an  author  v\'ere  no   more  to 
hv  hurt  with  impunity  than  the  feelings  of 
any  other   soit   of   man  ;    and,  as   he   had 
h^a\■<^,  that  it  was  a  libel  to  hurt  the  feelings 
of  any  person,  by  the  means  of   the   press, 
lie  expected,  of  course,  to  hear  your  lord- 
ship reprobate   the  conduct    of    his   critics.   ; 
lie  could   not   have  anticip..ited    what   took  I 
plaix^.     It  was  quite  just  and  reasonable,  to  i 
be  sure,    that  he  should  be   told,   that    his  j 
vork  was  liable  to  ridicule  :   that  the  ridicule  i 
naturally  grew  out  of  the  demonstrations  of 
his  own  want  of  talent  ;   that  if  it  were  for- 
bidden to  ridicule  such  a  work  and  such  an 
author,   great  public   mischief  would  there- 
from arise,  and  that  the  liberty  of  the  press 
•would  be  a '  farce  too  contemptible  to   be 
borne.     All  this  was  very   right  j  but,  he 
bad  heard.it  laid  down,  that   the  line  of  in- 
icrdicliiin  began    token  the  feelings   of  anij 
person  werehurt.     No  matter  who  or  jvhat 
be  was.     No  matter  what  his  actions   or  his 
character.     He  had  heard  of  no  restrictions, 
reservations,  or  qualifications  ;  he  had  been 
'told  ;  he  had  neard  it  laid  down  as  a  m.-.^^im 
of  law  ;  he  had  heard   it  so  laid   down    in 
a  charge  to  a  jury  j  he  had  seen  a  verdict  of 
guUlij  given  upon    the  principle  ;  and   that 
principle,    without   any  qualification,  was, 
that  no  person  had  a   right  to  use  the  prcs.s 
for   the   purpose  of    turning    into  ridicule 
either  the  talents  or  the  person  of  any  one  ; 
and  that,  where  ever  a  publication  wounded 
the  feehngs  of  any  person,  there  the  line  of 
interdiction  began.     He   had    heard  of    no 
exception  with  respect  to  authors  and  their 
works.     He  had  proof  that  both  his  talents 
nid  his  person  h.id  been  turned  into  ridicule, 
lie  had   proof,  that,  in  a  picture  as  well  as 
in  words,  he  h  id  been  exhibited  to  the  pub- 
lic as  a  man  of  most  despicable  talents,  as  a 
frothy  fool,  as  a  lunatic  at  large,  as  a  sort 
of  literary  vaiJ:abond.      He    had  cbar    proof 
of  all  this  ;    he   had  proof  besides,  that  he 
bad,  from  this  attack,  sustained  a  special  da- 
mage to  a  considerable  amount  ;  audit  was 
quite  impos>ibl<!  for  any  one  not  to  be  con- 
vinced, that  his  feelings  had,  by    the  alled- 
rcd  libel,    been  severely  wounded.     Well, 


Letter  to  Lord  Ellenlorough.  [-124 

then,  as  he  had  heard  it  laid  down  as  a 
maiim  of  law  and  justice,  that  it  was  a 
crime  to  ridicule  the  talents  or  wound  the 
feelings  of  any  person,  why  shoidd  not  he 
bring  his  action  as  well  as  another  9 

Why,    for   the    reasons   stated   by   your 
lordship.     Most  excellent  reasons  you    have 
given   us,    why   his    action    should  not   be 
I  maintainable;  but  none  at   all,  that   I   can 
discover,   why   the  plaints   of  persons,    noi 
'•   authors,  should  be   any   more  attended   to 
I   than  his.     None,  that  I  cJii   discover,  why 
',  the  act  of  boc^k-writing  sh»nild  be  more  ex- 
I  posed  to  criticism  than  any  other  of  the  acts 
I  ofuKs-n;   none;   no,  none  at  all,  why  authors 
'   should    not   have   feelings  as  well   as  other 
i   people  ;  nor  any  reason   whatever  why  the 
i   talents   of  others  should   not  be  cxj)osed  to 
';  ridicule  as   well  as    the   talents  of  authors. 
!   It  isnecessar)'',  as  your  lord-hip  well  observed, 
i   to  expose  and  destroy  a  silly  or  wicked  book, 
I  and   the  reputation  of  its  author  along  with 
!   it,    because    such    books   do   great   public 
I   mischief,  and  because,  if  not  put  down  by 
!   exposure, they  would  continue  to  do  mischief 
j   to  the   end  of   time.     But,   my  lord,  there 
j  are  good  books  as  well  as  bad  ones ;  there 
are  auiliors  whose  works  do  good  instead  of 
I  mischief;    and,   therefore,    1   can    see   no 
j   reason  whatever  why  the  act  of  book-writing 
j   should  be    more    exposed  to  public  censure 
j  and  ridicule    than    any  other  act  of  man. 
I        Your  lordship  was  so  good  as  to  signify  that 
;   the  liberty  of  the  press  was  something  very 
I   valuable     to   this   nation.       Not   in     direct 
1   terms,    indeed,    but  by.     implication    your 
;  lordship  certainly  did  say  this.     Now,   rnay 
i  I  take  t!ie  liberty  of  asking  your  lord>hip  in 
j   ti'hat  waij  you  think    it  can  '.-perate  to  the 
I  advantage   of  this   nation  ?     In    the  way  of 
praise  ;   in    bedawbing   all   the   rich   rogues 
I  and  fools  of  the  time  with  praise  as  well  as 
all   the   wise  and   \irtuous  men  ?     Hardly 
(  this.     In  confining  its  prai«es  to  the  wise  and 
;  the   good  ?     This   would  be  very  laudable, 
and  might  be  of  some  littie  use  ;  but,  then, 
the  word  liberty  would  be  without  a    mean- 
ing ;  for  the  devil  is  in  it  if  we  need  a^k  for 
leave  to   praise  any   one,  particularly  if  he 
be  in  a  public  capacity,  or  in   any  capacity, 
which  must  make  him  desirous  of  po$se.ss- 
ing  tiie  good  opinion  of  the  world.     If  your 
lordship  means,  as   I   think  you   must,  that 
the  liberty  of  the  press    is   valuable,  as   the 
means  of  detecting  and   exposing  vice  and 
folly ;  then,  give   me  leave  lo   say,  that  it 
cannot,  consistently,    1    will    not   sr.y   with 

justice  and  reason but  it  cannot   con- 

histentlywith  common  sense,  with  bare  com- 
mon sense,  be  restricted  to  author.'*  and 
their  writings  3  for   what  would   the  thing 
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then  amonut  to  but  this :  a  liherty  possess- 
ed by  the  press  of  combating  its  own  vices 
nnd  foUie-s,  and  of  doing  nothing  more  ? 
Suci)  a  press  would  be  totally  unworthy  of 
praise,  or  of  protection  of  any  sort. 
To  speak  of  such  "  liherty  "  as  a  valuable 
thing;  to  make  it  a  matter  of  boast ;  to 
hold  it  up  as  one  of  the  means  of  preventing 
the  people  from  being  enslaved,  would  be 
an  instance  of  absurdity  surpassing  any  of 
those  pointed  at  in  the  works  of  sir  John 
Carr.  Why,  my  lord,  this  is  a  sort  of 
liberty,  that  the  Emperor  Napoleon  grants 
to  his  press  ;  and,  why  should  he  not .-'  He 
would  be  a  fool  indeed  if  he  cared  what 
authors  said  of  one  another  and  of  one  ano- 
liter's  books.  It  may  be  an  amusement  to 
him  to  witness  their  quarrels;  and,  in  this 
way,  the  press  inay  be,  with  the  public,  as 
useful  as  a  puppet-shew,  or  any  thing  else 
that  serves  to  produce  a  momentary  oblivion 
of  their  cares  and  their  sufferings.  All  that 
Napoleon  forbids  his  press  to  do,  is  to  med- 
dle with  him,  his  government,  his  army, 
his  navy,  or  any  of  his  family.  That  is  all. 
The  press  may  praise  all  these  indeed  ;  it 
has  full  Liberty  to  do  that ;  but,  it  must  nei- 
ther censure  nor  ridicule  any  one  of  them  ; 
it  has  no  liberty  to  do  that  ;  and  it  is  honest- 
ly told  so  ;  there  is  no  sham  in  the  case; 
no  delusion  ;  no  talk  about  liberty  of  the 
press  ;  those  who  write  and  publish  are 
plainly  told,  that  if  they  meddle  with  these 
matters,  they  shall  be  punished  ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, they  do  not  meddle  with  them, 
nor  are  they  guilty  of  the  base  hypocricy  to 
pretend  that  they  have  a  free  press. 

It  must,  I  think,  my  lord,  be  quite  evi- 
dent, that,  if  censure  and  ridicule,  if  expo- 
sure of  vice  and  folly,  if  depreciating  talents 
or  character,  were  to  be  allowed  only  in 
cases  where  the  party  assailed  was  the  author 
of  a  book,  or  a  public  writer  of  some  de- 
scription, the  liberty  of  the  press  could,  at 
the  utmost,  effect  no  other  good  object  than 
that  of  counteracting  the  vices  and  follies  of 
the  press  itself;  it  could  not  possibly  produce 
any  balance  in  favour  of  the  press,  xyhich, 
in  that  case,  could,  as  far  as  related  {.o  free- 
dom, be  of  no  possible  use.  Suppose,  for 
instance,  that  I  write  a  book,  containing 
principles  subversive  of  the  constitution, 
and  that  some  critic  exposes  both  me  and  my 
book  to  such  contempt,  that  the  book  is  at 
once  destroyed  and  my  reputation  is  ruined. 
I  am  rightly  served,  and  the  critic  is,  it  now 
would  appear,  not  exposed  to  the  fang.s  of 
the  law  ;  but,  it  would  be  quite  silly,  upon 
an  occasion  like  this,  to  boast  of  the  liberty 
of  the  press  as  a  public  good  ;  for,  supposing 
the  critic  to  have  complete!/  iucceedeJ,  all 
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that  he  has  done  is  to  place  matters  where 
they  were  before,  and  where  theij  would 
have  remained  if  no  press  at  all  had  existed. 
Your  lordship  very  judiciously  cited  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Locke  and  sir  Robert  Fil- 
mer,  and  observed  that  the  former  did  great 
good  in  writing  down  the  latter;  though, 
between  you  and  I,  my  lord,  I  much  ques- 
tion, whether,  if  Mr.  Locke  lived  in  the 
present  day,  he  would  be  much  of  a  favour- 
ite. But,  what  mighty  thing  did  Mr.  Locke 
do  here  ?  He  answered  sir  Robert  Filmer ; 
he  put  him  down.  I  doubt  the  fact;  for 
Fdmer's  principles  are  much  more  in  vogue 
than  those  of  Air.  Locke.  But,  admit  the 
fcict,  all  that  Mr.  Locke  did,  with  the  aid  of 
the  press,  was  to  prevent  sir  Robert  Filmer 
from  doing  harm  with  the  press.  Betweea 
them  the  press,  at  the  very  best,  could  do 
no  good,  and  it  might  do  some  harm.  Who 
would  not  think  a  man  foolish,  aye,  "  th« 
"  greatest  fool  that  ever  walked  the  earth 
without  a  leader,"  who  should  keep  a  fox  in 
his  poultry-yard,  and  a  dog  to  watch  the 
fox  ;  and  who  should  boast  of  the  valuable 
services  rendered  tiim  by  the  dog?  "  Whv, 
"  you  stupid  ass,"  his  neighbour  would  say 
to  him,  "  for  what  do  you  keep  either  dog 
"  or  fox  ;  why  not  hang  them  both  up  at 
"  once  ;  and  give  to  some  really  useful  ani- 
"  mal  the  food  by  which  they  are  sustain- 
"  edr" 

I  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  the  press  is 
of  great  public  utility  independent  of  this 
sort  of  use  of  it.  That  it  communicates  a 
great  deal  of  knowledge  to  the  public  at 
large,  which  would,  were  it  not  for  the 
press,  be  confined  to  the  possession  of  com- 
paratively a  very  few  persons.  This  may- 
be true  ;  but,  this  is  not  our  subject,  my 
lord.  We  are  talking  about  the  liberty  of 
the  press.  It  is  not  the  right  to  write  and 
to  print  and  to  publish,  upon  which  I  am 
taking  the  liberty  to  address  your  lordship, 
but  the  right  to  censure  and  to  ridicule,  by 
the  mighty  means  of  writing  and  printing 
and  publishing.  There  are  a  multitude  of 
books,  as  connected  with  v.-hich  the  Ulerlu 
of  the  press  has  no  meaning.  In  lij'iing  up 
my  eyes,  the  first  books  1  see  before  me, 
are  Marshall's  Gardening,  Poniey's  Pruner, 
Bonnycastle's  Alegebra,  Code  Dip!om.?ti- 
que,  Vauban's  Furtification,  and  Daniel's 
Rural  Sports.  Why,  my  lord,  the  liberty 
ot  the  press  has  no  more  to  do  wiih  books 
like  these  than  it  has  to  do  with  the  makin<r 
of  shoes  or  the  blacking  ot'  shoes  ;  and,  as 
I  have,  I  think,  pretty  clearly  shewn,  that 
it  is  to  prove  oneself  void  of  even  comn.on 
sense  to  set  a  value  upon  the  liberty  of  tnts 
press,  if  that  liberty  is  to  extend  no  furtlier 
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than   the  censuring   or   ridiculing;  of   pro- 
ducti  IIS  of  ibe  press  ilsflt",  there   must,  it 
appenrs    to    me,    be   aoDthcr    meaning   at- 
tached io    this   word   liberty,    as  connerlod 
with  the   press.     By   the   word   lihrrty  we 
a]way>  conceive  a  something,  towliich  there 
are  .some  persons  who  have  a  di^!lil^e.  Wiun 
we  talk  of  sccurinti  our  liberties,   we  should 
talk  downright  nonsen.se,  if  our  hearers  did 
Mof  suppose,  that  there  v\  ere  some  persons, 
somewhere  or  other,  who  were  likely  to    be 
enemies  to  those  liberties      The    two  ideas 
are  it  separable.     You  cannot  talk  of  liber- 
ty, without    supposing    the  fear,  nearer    or 
more  distr.nt,  of  slavety.     "What  other  sense 
is   there  in   the   word    liberty?     Why    talk 
about  .iny  sucfi   thing  ?     In   short,  political 
liberty   has    these    two    meanings  :  freedom 
from   oppression  ;    and,  the  legal   right    of 
fioifig  tcrlain  things  which  mayj  be   displea^ 
sing  and  even  injurious  to  others.     The  great 
end  is  freedom  from  oppression  ;  but,  to  se- 
cure this,  it  is  indispensably  necessary,  that 
men  should   be   legally    protected  in    dcjing 
certain  thing.s    that   may    hurt    the    feelings 
and  injure  the  fortunes  of  other  men.     Tins 
implies  a  natural  and  a   necessary  opposition 
of   interests  as    well    as  of  feelings.     One 
part    of    the    community     are    necessarily 
opposed   to  another   part ;  and,  are   we  to 
be  told,  that  it'  one  part  feel  icoutidcd  at  the 
censure  or  the  gibes   of  the  other,  that  the 
Jalter  is  to  be  liable  to  legal   punishment  ? 
All  our  notions  about   the  liberty   of    the 
press,  the  whole  history  of  it,  tell  us.  that 
it  means  a  legal  right,  in  any  man,  freely  to 
examine,  in  print,  into  the   character,    ta- 
lents, and  conduct  of  any  other  man  (espe- 
cially if  that  other  be  in  a  public  situation), 
and,  if  he  please,    to   censure  or   ridicule 
such  character,  talents,  or  conduct.     It  has 
woM' been  decided,  that  this  is  the  meanings 
as  far  as  relates  to  authors  and  their  works  • 
but,  I   have,   I    think,  proved,  that  if  this 
be  all,  the   liberty  of  the   press   could  not  • 
pcssibly    be   of  any  public  advantage,  and 
that  to  boast  of  it  would  be  to  hold  ourselves 
np  to  the  scorn  and  contempt  of  the  world. 
I'he  press  is  daily  boasted  ot"  as  the  great  in- 
strument in  the   cause  of  political   and  reli- 
gious freedom.     But,  my   lord,  I  am    in  a 
fever  to  know  how  it  can  possibly   be  so,   if 
writers  are  to  be  punished  every  time    they 
h'trt  the  feelings  of  another  man  ?     To   the 
press   is  ascribed    the   reformation    of    the 
church   in   this    kingdom.     Now,  my  lord, 
do  you  not  think,    that  the   authors    of  that 
day  iiiirt  the  feelings  of  the  monks  and  friars, 
whose  tricks  they  exposed    to   the  deluded 
people  ?     Well,  then,  if  those  authors  had 
been  legally  punished  thc_  moment  ihey  be- 


gan ih'Mr  exposures,  do  you  think  that  the 
reformati«'n  wouiti  ever  have  taken  place  ? 
Nay,  is  it  not  inrpossibie  that  it  shuuld  have 
taken  j'l.ice,  through  the  means  of  the  press, 
or,  that  the  press  .slu/uld  have  at  all  contri- 
buted tc-w.irds  that  great  and  memorable 
even:  ?  "  Aye,  aye,  vei^  true, "  some 
precious  peculating,  corrupting,  dcuble-dis- 
trlled  knave  may  tell  me,  "  but  there  is  tiow 
"  no  reformation  wanted  ;  there  is  now  no 
"  delusion,  no  trick,  no  hypocrisy,  no 
"  humbug,  going  on,  eitlser  in  religion  or 
"  politics."  Well  then,  if  this  be  the  case, 
of  what  can  anybody  be  afraid  ?  If  there  be 
nothing  to  expose,  there  can  be  no  expo- 
sure. If  all  our  ministeisare  wiseandable, 
all  our  senators  incorrupt,  all  our  generals 
brave,  all  our  priests  pious,  and  all  our 
princes  exemplary  in  th.-ir  cond'ict,  how  is 
it  jiossible  for  any  man  to  hurt  their  feelings 
by  remaiklng  upon  their  talents,  their  cha- 
racter, or  their  conduct  ?  What  a  thing  it 
would  be,  by  lord,  for  a  government  to  say 
to  the  people  :  "  You  have  a  right  to  free- 
"  dom  ,•  to  secure  your  freedom  it  is  essen- 
"  tial  that  you  should  enjoy  liberty  of  the 
"  press  •  by  the  liberty  of  the  press  you 
"  will  check,  in  time,  every  encroachment 
"  on  your  freedom  ;  but,  our  feelings  must 
"  necessari.y  be  hurt  by  a  disclosure  of  the 
"  fact  that  we  are  making  such  encroach- 
"  ments  and,  by  the  lord  !  if  an)  of  you 
"  hurt  the  feelings  of  any  one  of  us,  you 
"  shall  be  thrown  into  jail,  and,  perhaps, 
"  have  your  ears  cropped  off  into  the  bar- 
"  gain  ?  "  What  a  thing  would  it  be  for  a 
government  to  say  this  to  a  people  ?  And 
what  a  people  must  that  be,  to  whom  a 
government  would  venture  to  say  it  ?  Is 
there  a  man  in  the  whole  nation  who  be- 
lieves, that  the  emperor  Napoleon  would 
dare  to  say  such  a  thing  to  any  of  those 
nations,  whom  we,  with  perfect  truth,  call  hi.s 
slaves  ?  No  ;  even  that  master  in  the  arts  of 
tyranny  would  not,  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
tell  the  most  crouoJiing  of  his  slaves,  that 
they  had  liberty  to  do  that,  for  which,  if 
they  did  it,  he  would  chopofl'  their  ecirs  and 
make  them  end  their  days  in  prison.  This 
is  a  pilch,  my  lord,  at  which  no  openly 
avowed  despoti.';m  ever  yet  arrived. 

In  certain  ob.servai ions,  which,  upon  this 
subject,  I  offered  to  my  readers  at  page  2/1 
of  this  volume,  I  stated,  that,  as  to  the 
injur}/  which  is  done  to  any  one  by  exposing 
him  to  ridicule,  it  ought  to  be  consideied  as 
no  objection  to  the  ridicule  ;  because,  the 
injuiy  to  him  might  be  a  great  advantage  to 
the  public.  I  was  much  pleased  to  see  this 
stated  by  your  lordship,  vho  described  it, 
in  the  ca^e  in  q,uesiiou^  as  a  damage  which 
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the  law  did  not  regard  11s  an  injury.  You 
said,  that  it  was  a  damnge  which  the  ex- 
posed autlior  ought  to  siibtain  ;  that  the  cri- 
tic had  taken  from  him  gains  and  reputa- 
tion to  which  he  was  never  cnlitled  ;  and 
that,  though  it  was  a  damage  to  him,  it  was, 
as  in  the  case  of  Sir  Robert  Filnner,  a  great 
advantage  to  the  public.  Yonr  lordship  did, 
indeed,  clog  this  excellent  doctrine  with 
the  words  author  and  lilt'ran/  workj  and, 
in  the  charge,  you  observed  to  the  jury  that 
neither  they  nor  you  had  appeared  before 
the  worid,  in  the  character  of  an  author, 
or  at  least,  that  you  never  had ;  which  ob- 
servation came  immediately  after  you  had 
been  laying  down  the  right  to  censure  and 
ridicule  authors.  Bat,  my  lord,  we  shall 
find,  I  think,  from  the  reason,  upon  which 
this  right  was  founded  by  your  lordship,  that 
the  right  must  apply  to  all  other  persons  as 
well  as  to  authors.  The  doctrine  was  this; 
men  have  a  right  to  expose  and  to  ridicule 
published  works  and  the  authors  thereof  as 
far  as  connected  with  such  works  •  they 
have  a  right  to  proceed  so  far  as  totally  to 
destroy  the  reputation  and  the  means  of 
livelihood  of  such  persons ;  and,  instead  of 
being  legally  punished  for  it,  are  entitled 
lo  commendation.  Now  for  the  reason 
why:  because,  if  this  were  not  the  case, 
lad  morals  and  bad  principles  of  governmeni 
and  other  bad  things  might  be  taught, 
and  miglit  be  established  and  perpetuated, 
to  the  great  and  lasting  injury  of  the 
public.  Well,  then,  my  lord,  censure  and 
ridicule,  through  the  means  of  the  press, 
is  here  justified,  because  they  are  useful  in 
preventing  injury  to  the  public.  That  is  the 
reason  why  they  are  to  be  tolerated,  and 
even  highly  commended ;  and,  it  appears 
to  me  utterly  impossible  for  the  most  inge- 
nious man  alive  lo  assign  a  reason  why  the 
press  should  not  be  employed  to  censure  and 
ridicule  those  acts  of  other  persons,  as  v.'ell 
as  of  authors,  which  tend  to  produce  an  in- 
jury to  the  public.  It  is  but  a  very  small 
part,  comparatively,  of  public  mischief  that 
proceeds  from  the  press ;  the  far  greater 
part  of  it  comes  from  those  who  have  the 
miserable  press  under  their  controul ;  and 
shall  not  they  be  exposed  as  we]l  as  a  poor 
silly  writer  of  travels  ?  My  lord  Mountnor- 
ris,  wii  )  very  wisely  read  the  Knight's  book 
previous  to  a  purchiise  of  it,  was,  by  the 
"  Pocket  Book,"  induced  not  to  compK-te 
the  purchase.  Now,  my  lord,  if  I  should 
hear  that  it  was  intended  to  make  a  comman- 
der of  some  stupid  fellow  who  was  also  a 
coward,  would  it  not  be  right  in  me  to  ex- 
pose his  stupidity  and  his  cowardice,  and 
thereby  prevent,  if  I  could,  his  being  made  a 
commander,  and   his   briiiging  injury  upon 
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I  he  public  ?  Suppose  me  to  see  a  man  ap- 
pointed to  any  oilice,  who,  in  my  opinion, 
is  totally  unJit  for  it,  and  who,  of  course, 
mu.st  produce  an  injury  to  the  pubiic  by  re- 
maining in  it ;  should  I  not,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down  by  your  lordihip,  have  a 
right  to  censure  and  ridicule  him,  to  endea- 
vour to  bring  others  over  to  my  opinion, 
and  thus  to  put  him  out  of  hiscflice,  and  to 
destroy  that  false  reputation,  by  the  means 
of  which  he  obtained  it?  Yes:  1  am  sure 
your  lordship  will,  and  must,  say  yes ;  for 
you  must  perceive,  that  the  higher  the  of- 
fice, the  more  necessary  it  is  that  it  should 
be  faithfully  and  ably  served.  What  was 
the  work  of  this  wretched  knight  ?  WhaC 
was  it  to  the  public  whether  his  trash  con- 
tinued to  be  circulated  or  not  ?  Mr.  Gar- 
row,  who  seems  to  have  been  almost  in  as 
piteous  a  plight  as  his  client,  told  the  jury 
that  Sir  John  had  not  meddled  with  politics, 
or  parties.  I'll  be  sworn  for  the  poor  soul, 
that  he  had  no  earthly  object  in  view  other 
than  that  of  gaining  a  comfortable  liveli- 
hood ;  and,  his  works  could  not  have  made 
a  very  great  noi.se  in  the  world,  as  even  the 
bare  name  of  them  or  their  author  never 
reached  me,  until  I  read  the  account  of  the 
trial.  Now,  my  lord,  of  what  importance 
was  this  work  to  the  public  ?  Not  a  millionth 
part  of  so  great  importance  as  one  single  word 
in  any  one  of  the  dispatches  or  proclaraallons 
or  speeches  of  any  one  of  the  ministers  ;  and, 
if  we  are  not  freely  (that  is  to  say  without 
being  liable  to  be  tried  for  it)  to  censure  and 
ridicule  then:i,  when,  in  our  opinion,  they 
merit  it,  of  what  service  is  it  to  the  public 
that  men  of  sense  and  wit  are  allowed  to 
fall  upon  a  poor  defenceless  thing  like  Sir 
John  Carr  ?  \Vould  it  not  be  a  sad  mockery 
to  call  that  liber iy  of  the  press?  Liberty  of 
the  press  means  liberty  cf  opposing,  as  far 
as  the  press  will  go,  the  views  of  those  who 
are  in  power.  It  has  been  called  "  an  arm 
"  in  the  hands  of  the  people,"  it  has  been 
called  "  the  guardian  of  freedom  ;"  but, 
how  in  all  the  world  is  it  to  guard  freedom, 
if  it  be  allowed  to  touch  nothing  but  acts 
like  those  of  poor  Carr  ? 

I  trust,  my  lord,  that  the  consequence  of 
this  trial  will  be,  a  right  way  cf  thin;;.in'3^ 
with  regard  to  the  use  of  the  press.  Your 
lordship  has  got  through  a  great  part  of  the 
difficulty,  and  I  am  conlident,  that  another 
decision  or  two  of  this  sort,  will  make  the 
rogues  and  fools  shy  of  courts  of  law.  Their 
pretensions  were  at  war  with  nature.  All 
honest  men  hate  rogues,  and  all  men  of  sense 
laugh  at  fools.  It  always  has  been  so,;  and 
it  ought  always  to  be  so.  It  is  the  only 
means  of  preventing  roguei-y  and  folly  iroiii 
becoming    predominant.      The   practice  uf 
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the  law  of  libels  has  given  rise  to  a  sickly 
taste.  It  is  impossible  to  give  a  true  descrip- 
tion of  a  fool  or  knave  without  exciting  a  cry 
of  illilerality.  Every  thing,  not  conveyed 
in  dark  hints,  or  the  meaning  of  which  is 
Bot  spread  out  till  it  be  lost  in  a  multitude  of 
words,  is  called  personal.  The  shop-keeper, 
the  half-sexed  thing  that  stands  behind  the 
tounter,  echoes  the  charge  preferred  by  the 
painted  coxcombs  and  strumpets  thatlof.nge 
about  the  streets  ;  nay,  the  very  chamber- 
maids, who,  not  unfrequently  represent  their 
mistresses  in  more  characters  than  one,  mince 
up  their  mouths,  and  exclaim  against  person- 
al reflections.  Good  lord  !  What  :,hali  we 
come  to  at  last  !  Of  all  the  enemies  of 
"  personal  reflections,"  however,  I  know  of 
noue  80  zealous,  as  your  old  fat  steady  fel- 
lows in  and  about  town,  who.  after  having 
spent  three-fourths  of  a  life  in  back-biting, 
fraud,  and  money-getting,  are  cajoled  into 
the  snares  of  some  pennyless  syren,  Vvith 
whom  they  retire  to  finish  their  days  under 
the  torments  of  jealousy.  These  grave  gen- 
try, who  have  nothing  to  do  but  render  all 
tha  world  as  cursed  as  tliemselves,  are  gene- 
rally great  readers  of  newspapers  and  great 
babblers  about  law,  to  assist  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  which  they  have  a  constant  desire. 
Whoever  calh^  fool,  knave,  or  cuckold,  they 
t^ke  for  an  enemj ;  they  make  common 
cause  against  him;  for,  upon  their  devoted 
foreheads  the  next  blow  may  fall.  Your 
lordship  said  truly,  that  it  was  good  policy  to 
resist  this  species  of  action.  It  w.ls  indeed  ; 
for,  if  Carr  had  succeeded,  I  should  not 
have  been  at  all  surprized  to  see  actions 
brought,  bills  of  indictment  preferred,  and 
informations  laid,  for  libels  upon  cats  and 
dogs. 

With  great  gratitude  towards  your  lordship 
for  the  promulgation  of  your  doctrine  of  the 
Liberty  of  thu;  Pres."5,  as  applied  to  authors, 
and  with  a  sincere  wish  that  you  may  live  to 
apply  it  to  all  persons  and  all  cases  whr.lso- 
ever, 

I  ara  your  lordship's  most  humble  and 
mobt  obedient  ser".  ni'if, 

Wm.  Cobbett. 

Bolley,   \5  Sepianher,   1808. 

CllEAr      EDITION     OF      THl'.      TUlAl,,      CAUIl     VCr'-l:S 
IIOOU    AND    SlIAnPE. 

*,♦  In  my  last  number,  I  expressed  a  hope,  thnt 
the  Booksellers,  V.'ho  arc  so  deeply  intcvestcl  in  the 
event  of  the  above  Trial,  wriuld  form  a  Fund  for  it.c 
circulation  of  it  all  over  th':  kingdom.  I  have  now 
the  sHtisfaction  of  infoiniiiii;  my  readers,  that  the 
hint  has  been  tal'cn,  and  that  p.  Cheap  Edition  of  tlm 
wlwle TiVA  is  now  printing^  of^',  to  sell  for  Ihrct pfjue 
each,  or  eighUfi  shtlliiips  and  nine  pence  per  'itin- 
tlretl,  to  those  Wiio  purchase  Ibr  distiibation.  Thus, 
if  the  business  i<  ()roperly  managed,  as  I  am  confi- 
dent it  will  be,  not  fewer  than  I'ifiy  'J'housand  Co- 
.pici  will  l«  ciif  ulated  ihioushcut  ilit  couiiuy. 


Abridgement  of  the  Trial,  im  aw 
A(Tio\,  IN  WHICH  Sir  John  Carr, 
Knt.  WAS  Plaintuf,  and  MtssRs.  Hood 
and  Shakpe,  Dkkkndants  :  Damages 
laid    ai'     ,^2.000.     The    Trial  took 

PLaCK  in  GuILDH-VLL,  on  the  ?-5TH  OP' 
Jur.Y,  1808,  BEFORE  LoRD  ElLEN- 
BOROUGH  AND  A  SPXCIAL  JuRY  :  TAKEN 
DOWN      IN      SHORT      HAND      BY     ThOMAS 

Jenkins. 

This  abridgement  shall  contain  all  that  is 
material.  The  rearler  will  find  in  it  every 
princijial  point  touched  upon  by  Mr.  Gar- 
row,  the  leading  counsel  for  the  plaintilT; 
the  whole  of  sir  Bichard  Phillips's  evidence; 
and  the  whole  of  what  was  said  by  the 
Judge,  and  by  the  Attorney  General,  who 
was  the  leading  counsel  lor  the  defendants, 
with  the  sole  exception  of  what  the  latter 
said  by  way  of  reiurn  for  the  trade-like 
compliments  paid  him  by  Mr.  Garrow,  and 
which  interchange  of  compliments  I  omit 
for  the  sa]:e  of  decency. 

The  case,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Garrow,  was 
this.  Ihat  sir  Juhn  Carr  (whom  hereafter 
1  shall  call  Ctirr,  not  perceiving  that  he  has 
any  right  to  claim  the  cramming  up  of  my 
pages  with  his  lengthened  name),  was  thtf 
author  of  several  works,  which  he  had  sold 
for  considerable  sums  of  money  ;  that  he 
was  about  to  publish  a  new  work  of  the 
nature  of  his  former  works,  which  had 
hitherto  been  well  received  by  the  public  ; 
that,  at  this  juncture  the  defendants  pub- 
lished the  libel  in  question,  called  "  My 
"  Pocket  Book  ;"  that  the  evident  object  of 
this  work  was  utterly  to  destroy  Carr  as  an 
author,  in  which  object  it  must  succeeU 
unless  censured  by  the  verdict  of  the  jury  ; 
that  the  "  Pockct-Book,"  besides  ridicule  in 
words,  contained  several  caricatures,  exhi- 
biting Carr  in  the  most  ludicrous  light ;  that 
he  \Vas  here  represented  as  a  stupid  writer, 
a  gleaner  of  insipid  stulF,  a  fool,  a  lunatic, 
and  as  so  nearly  like  a  mert  vagabond,  as  to 
carry  about  his  wardrobe  in  a  pocket  hand- 
kerchief; tiiat  the  defendants  had  said> 
that  they  had  a  rod  in  pickle  for  Carr,  and 
that  they  would  do  for  him  ;  that  the  effect 
of  all  thib  had  been  a  clearly  proved  damag« 
to  Carr  j  that  sir  Richard  Phillips  had, 
merely  from  the  effect  of  this  attack,  begrt 
deterred  from  purchasing  the  intended  new 
work,  for  which,  otherwise,  he  would  have 
given  ei/00;  and  thatihere  must  necessarily 
liavc  arisen  to  the  pljintifl"  other  damages> 
of  which  it  would  be  imposbible  to  estimat* 
the  amount. 

1'he  evidence  first  given  was  to  proVe  th* 
publication  of  the  "  Pocket  Book,"  and 
then  evidence  was  produced  of  a  conknualion 
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of  the  publication  nfter  notice  of  action, 
U'liich  evidence  in  aggravation  having  been 
objected  to  by  the  Attorney  General,  the 
following  coiiversation  took  place  between 
the  Judge  and  Mr.  Garrow. 

Mr.  G«r/-o?/^  — The  ground  on  wliich  I 
offer  it,  is  this  :  I  say,  that  thebe  defendants 
meant  to  publish  to  the  world,  a  work,  the 
object  of  which  is,  to  render  .sir  John  Carr 
ridiculous.  I  say,  this  publication  of  these 
defendants,  is  false  and  scandalous.  Can  it 
be  doubted  that  I  may  prove,  that  the  defen- 
dants have  continued  that  publication,  to 
shew  the  extent  of  the  injury,  and  the 
spirit  of  the  ottending  party  ? 

Lord  EUenbnrougk. — But  we  must  allow 
a  latitude  to  the  free  discussion  of  the  merits 
and  demerits  of  authors,  and  their  works ; 
otherwise,  we  may  talk  indeed  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  but  there  will  be  in 
reality  an  end  of  it. 

Mr.  Garroiv. — Suppose  1  had  a  wen  on 
my  neck,  or  had  any  other  detbrmity.  Am 
I  to  be  held  up  to  ridicule,  to  gratify  the 
malice  of  an  individual,  who  chooses  to  be 
ray  enemy,  and  is  that  individual  to  continue 
to  expose  me,  after  notice  given  to  him  of 
his  njisconduct  t  That  notice  is  given  to 
him  by  the  service  of  a  process,  which  is 
the  commencement  of  the  action. 

Mr.  Attorney  Generrd. — The  answer  to 
all  this  is,  that  you  can  bring  another  action, 
if  you  are  damniiied  by  any  subsequent 
publication. 

Lord  EiU'ulnrovgli. — We  must  really  not 
cramp  observations  upon  authors  and  their 
works.  They  should  be  liable  to  exposure  j 
to  criticism,  and  even  to  ridicule,  if  their 
■works  be  ridiculous;  otherwise,  the  lirst 
who  writes  a  book  upon  a  subject  will 
maintain  a  monopoly  of  sentiment  and 
opinion  upon  it.  You  must  never  shew  tlic 
absurdity  of  it,  although  it  be  absurd,  that 
is,  you  can  never  do  it  with  etfect.  This 
■would  tend  to  the  perpetuity  of  error,  A 
bad  book  might  appear,  it  would  propagate 
error,  and  so  we  should  go  on  to  the  end  of 
time.  How  any  body  could  conceive  that 
an  action  is  maintainat)le,  for  publishing  a 
work,  exposing  another  work  to  ridicule,  is 
to  me  surprising.  Reflection  upon  personal 
character  is  another  thing. 

Mr.  Garrow. — -I  am  not  contending  that 
the  defendants  may  not  endeavour  to  shew, 
ihat  the  plaintift''s  book  is  a  ridiculous  one  ; 
but,  they  must  not  endeavour  to  destroy  the 
plaintitf  altogether,  as  an  auihor. 

Lord  ElUnborou^k. —  I  do  not  knew  thst. 
Suppose  a  person  publishes  a  book  containing 
sentiments  that  are  injurious  to  publs-c 
morals  i  of  intinitc  mischief  to   ths  public 


taste  }  or  lad  'maxims  of  government ;  or 
any  thing  else  that  ougiit  to  be  decried  ;  are 
we  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  expose  that  work  ; 
aye,  and  expose  the  author  of  it  too,  as  far 
as  he  is  connected  ivilh  that  u-ork,  and  that 
in  the  most  pointed  language  of  wit,  liu- 
Miour,  or  ridicule;  the  more  pointed  and 
forcible,  the  better  ?  He  who  does  so,  if 
the  work  be  ridiculous,  or  a  bad  one,  coni'ers 
a  favour  on,  by  producing  a  benefit  to,  the 
public.  I'hat  It  destroys  the  reputation  of 
an  author,  and  puts  an  end  to  the  circulation 
of  his  works,  is  nothing,  if  his  works  be 
worthless.  Mr.  Locke  published  an  answer 
to  sir  Robert  Filmer  j  would  any  body  <y\vQ 
twopence,  after  that,  for  the  viorks  ot^'sir 
Robert  Filmer  ?  What  then  ?  was  Mr. 
Locke  to  be  made  the  subject  of  an  action, 
for  destroying  the  reputation  of  sir  Robert 
Filmer  ?  Not  at  all.  It  was  a  reputation, 
that  ought  to  have  been  destroyed,  and  Was 
destroyed;  for  which  the  world  has  been 
greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Locke,  1  really  do 
not  know  where  we  are  going  to.  To  talk 
of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  if  one  man  m.ay 
not  write  freely,  on  the  tvork  of  anoihr-r^ 
lest  he  should  destroy  the  leputationof  that 
other,  would  be  idle.  Shew  mean  attack, 
on  the  inoral  character  of  this  plaintiff,  or 
any  attack  on  his  character,  unconnected 
with  his  books,  and  I  shall  be  as.  ready  as 
any  n)an,  who  ever  sat  here,  to  protect  him 
in  that  character,  but  I  cannot  hear  of 
malice,  on  account  of  turning  his  works  into 
ridicule. 

J\h\  Garrow. — They  prevent  the  sale  of 
all  the  plaintiff's  works,  by  this  immoderate 
ridicule  of  him,  by  wholesale,  as  an 
author. 

Lord  EUenlorongh. — They  do  so.  They 
depreciate  his  character  as  an  author,  con- 
ceiving they  have  a  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Garrow. — Then  let  them  shew  that 
they  have  done  \t  fairly. 

Lord  EUenboroiigh. — No,  tJ;ey  netd  not. 
YOU  must  shew  that  they  have  done  it 
unfairly. 

Mr.  Garrow. —So  I  do,  my  Lord,  bv  the 
exhibition  of  this  frcntispiece ;  which 
shews,  that  this  book  is  not  a"  fair  criticism, 
but  a  malignant  slander. 

Lord  EUenlorongh. — Go  on  with  your 
case. 

Evidence  was  then  given  to  prove  that 
Carr  was  the  author  of  otiier  works.  Lord 
Valentia  was  called  to  prove,  that  the 
"  Pocket  Book"  was  intended,  in  his 
opinion,  to  expose  Carr's  Irish  Tour  to 
ridicule.  Lord  Mounlnorrii,  under  whose 
name  a  letter  has  been  published,  staiiig 
th:=.t  he  ''attended  sole'y  and  cwn-cientiousiV 
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on  hehu'f  of  sir  John  C;irr."  said,  upon  his 
oat,  tliat  "  he  had  rea^l  I'.ie  I'dcket  Book 
"  ai  d  aisn  the  Stranger  in  J  •eland  ;  that  he 
"  hi'.a  compared  ihem  b;)th  chapter  and 
"  ch.rj>t^rj  that  lie  considered  the  lormer 
*'  as  inien^cd  to  ridicule  the  latter  ;  t'latthe 
*'  caricaiu'.es  are  so  strongly  drawn,  that  it 
"  w.^s  impt  ^s'ble  to  mist:ike  their  application 
*'  to  Mr- Juliii  Carr;  and,  fin.Jly,  that  he 
**  should  have  bought  the  Stranger  in  Ire- 
*'  land,  b^'.t  would  not  after  reading  the 
"  Pocket  Book,  I  he  latter  having  deprecia- 
*'  ted  the  lormer  so  much  in  his  opinion." 
In  a  cross-examination,  wliich  appears  to 
have  been  gone  into  by  the  Attorney  General 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  repetition  of 
this  evidence  so  complimentary  as  well  as 
useful  to  his  clients,  Lord  Mountnorris  said, 
in  terms,  if  possible,  still  more  explicit, 
that,  after  a  most  r.ttentive  perusal  of  boili 
the  work  and  the  criticism,  lie  was  induced 
by  the  impression  produced  on  his  mind  by 
the  latter  not  to  purchase  the  former,  tLougli 
he  was  before  disj)osed  to  make  that  pur- 
chase. 

Sir  Richard  Phillips's  Exaniination 
might  have  been  very  short ;  but,  owing  to 
his  own  indi.scret:on,  it  was  rendered  very 
long  ;  and  as  lie  appears  to  have  been  consi- 
dered iis  the  real  cause  of  the  actiun  agains^t 
Messrs  ITood  and  S'larpc,  the  wliole  of  this 
Examination  sliail  be  given.  He  was  ex- 
amined by  Mr.  D.;mpier,  and  cross-examined 
by  the  Attorney  General. 

Q.  Did  vou,  sir  Richard  Pliiilips,  pur- 
chase of  sir  John  Carr,  a  book  called,  ''  Ihe 
Nu:  f  hern  Summer  ;  or,  a  Tour  round  the 
Baltic  ?"— yi.  I  did. 

Q.  And  also  a  "  Tour  through  Ireland, 
and  anotije.r  along  tlie  Rhine  r"  — yl.  I  did. 

Q.  They  are  all  in  quarto,  I  believe  ? — A 
They  .f-e. 

Q.  What  was  the  purchase  money  for 
each  ? — -V.  I'he  p'-iceof  the  first  was  fixed 
by  Mr.  Hayley,  who  introduced  sir  John 
Carr  to  me. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  sums  which  you 
paid  for  the-e  books  ? — A.  Four  hundred 
pounds  for  "  Tiie  Northern  Sununer  ;  or, 
Tour  rou!..!  the  lia'iic,"  and  in  consequence 
of  a  small  increase  in  the  quantity,  I  added 
another  lOOl.  ot  my  own  accord. 

Q.  So  that  he  had  5001.  for  this  boc^k  ?  — 
j4.  Yes,  he  had.  Mr.  ilayley,  of  whom  I 
have  a  high  opinion^  settled  the  price  of  that 
book. 

Q.  Then  as  to  "  The  Tour  through 
Ireland."  What  did  yon  pay  for  that  ? — J. 
I  gave  sir  John  Carr  tJOOl.  for  that,  and  a 
conditional  lOOl.  niore  I  think,  on  the 
second  td.tion  j  or,  on  the  sale  of  n  cer- 
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tain  number —  but  previous  to  the  whole 
of  that  nrmher  bemg  sold — (considering 
that  it  would  ^e  soli),  I  gave  sir  John  Carr 
100'.  more.  So  that  he  had  700I.  for  the 
"  Tour  through  Ireland." 

Q.  What  did  you  give  him  for  the  other 
book,  which  you  purchased  of  him,  "  The 
Tour  through  Holland  r" — A.  The  same 
price.  It  is  a  sort  of  rule  with  booksellers, 
(at  least  it  is  so  with  n)e)— that  when  we  are 
satisfied  \\  ith  the  work  of  an  author,  we 
give  him,  for  similar  works,  the  same  as 
we  did    before,  without  any  treaty. 

Q.  St)  that  you  gave  sir  John  Carr  600I 
for  *'  The  Stranger  in  Ireland,  and,  if  it 
went  through  a  second  edition,  you  were  to 
give  him  lUOl.  more  ;  which  you  did  ?" — 
yl.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  have  you  seen  a  work  of 
h's  called,  "  A  Tour  in  Scotland?" — J.  I 
have  seen  it  in  a  manuscript  3  sir  John  Carr 
has  put  it  into  my  hands. 

Q.  It  is  a  work  prepared  now  for  publi- 
cation ? — u4.  It  is. 

Q.  Now  sir,  when  you  saw  that,  had 
you  seen  the  present  book,  called  "  My 
Pocket  Book  ?" — ^1.  Yes,   I  had. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time>  see  one  of  these 
defendants,  Mr.  Hood  ? — yl.  I  frequently 
saw  him. 

Q.  So  33  to  have  a  conversation  with  him, 

concerning    this  work  —  I  mean   the  book, 

called    "   ]SIy    Pocket  Book  ?"     J.  I   have 

r.itl  Mr.  tlood,  and   he  has  spoken   to   me 

I   particularly  on  the  subject  of  the  book  called 

i   *'  My  Pocket  Book." 

Q.  Will  you  state  to  us,  what  he  said  to 
you,  on  that  subject  ? — A.  He  began  by 
asking  me  "  how  sir  John  Carr  did  r"  I  said 
he  was  vrry  well.  He  went  on  to  ask  me, 
have  you  seen  or  read,  "  My  Pocket  Book  r" 
i  r.nswered  him  by  saying,  "  I  never  read 
any  scurrHi'y  of  that  kind." 

Q.  Tj'J  he  make  any  answer  to  that  ? — A . 
Me  did.  He  said,  "  the  Lord  have  mercy 
epon  sir  John  Carr :  we  have  a  rod  in  pickle 
for  him  :  we  will  do  for  him  :"or,  "  we  will; 
do  his  business  5"  or  words  to  that  efl'ect. 
I  believe  the  words  were,  "  the  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  him,  pi. or  sir  John,"  or  some 
phrase,  of  that  sort,  was  thrown  in — "  we 
will  do  his  buaincss,"  or,  "  will  do  for  him." 

Q.  Do  you  know,  whether  this  book, 
called  "  My  Pocket  Book,"  has  been  exten- 
sively circulated  )  —  A.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  it  has  been  very  actively  and  indus- 
triously circulated.  J  have  seen  it  in  the 
v.'indnws  of  bookoellers,  attracting  sfime 
nfention  in  consequence  of  a  ridicule, us 
iVontispicce  ;  r.nd  booksellers  are  some  of 
thcni  apt  to  expose  works  of  this  natuie,  on 
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pa^e,  it  becomes 


account  of  the  oddity  ot  appearance  in  iheiu. 

<^.  Has  it  been  circulated,  in  what  they 
call  "  the  trade  circulation,  and  sale  ?" — J. 
I  do  not  attend  trade  sales  myself,  and  I 
cannot  speak  to  that,  but  J  can  spe^ik  to  this 
— that  the  whole  edition  wns  otTered  to  the 
trade,  at  the  trade  price,  and,  that  a  thou- 
sand copies  were  so  to  be  disposed  of ;  as 
appears  by  this  catalogue. 

Attorney  General. — You  must  say  nothing 
to  us  about  that  catalogue,  for  it  is  not  evi- 
dence. 

Lord  EUcnlorough. — Certainly  not  ;  yeu 
must  prove  that  puDlicalion  as  well  as  every 
other  publication  by  the  actual  sale.  The 
catalogue  is  nothing. 

Mr.  Dumpier.  —  Q.  Was  this  work,  called 
"  The  Tour  through  Scotland,"  or  whatever 
other  title  it  might  have — offered  to  you  for 
sale  ? — A.  Yes  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  it,  or  did  yon  decline  it  ? 
^A.  The  impression  which  was  made  ou 
my  mind,  in  consequence  of  the  publication 
of  the  book,  called"  My  Pocket  Book;" 
and  the  activity  with  which  it  was  circulated, 
(as  1  perceived  from  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  advertised)  together  with  the  conversa- 
tion I  had  with  Mr.  Hood,  wassuchj  that  I 
certainly  declined  to  buy  it. 

Q.  What  was  th*  reason  of  your  decli- 
ning to  buy  it  ? — A.  I  certainly  declined  to 
buy  it,  in  consequence  of  the  publication  of 
this  book,  called  "  My  Pocket  Book." 

Q.  Had  you,  before  you  were  aware  of  this 
publication,  made  any  offer  of  any  sum  of 
money,  fcr  that  work  of  sir  John  Carr's 
which  you  saw  in  manuscript  ? — A.  Not  at 
that  time. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time?— ^.  Sir  John 
Carr,  subsequent  to  this,  proposed  and 
offered  it  to  me,  for  4001.  together  with  the 
contingent  advantage  as  before,  but  I  decli- 
ned it.  If  this  libel  had  not  been  published, 
I  should  have  given  sir  John  Carr  the  same 
as  he  had  for  the  former  works  ;  for  it  is  a 
custom  of  our  trade,  unless  something  hap- 
pens to  make  us  dissatisfied  with  the  autlioi's 
work,  to  give  him  the  same  sum,  for  every 
similar  work,  as  he  had  for  the  preceding 
one — and  had  I  purchased  this  work,  now  in 
manuscript,  of  sir  John  Carr,  I  should  cer- 
tainly have  given  him  600l.  for  it. 

Crosi  examined.  —  Q.  You  state  yourself 
rot  to  be  A  re-^der  of  scurnUlyP  —  yl.  I  cer- 
tainly do;  I  wish  to  read  nothing  of  that 
kind 

Q.  As  you  state  yourself  not  to  be  a 
reader  of  any  thing  of  that  kind,  I  take  it  for 
granted,  you  never  publish  any  thing  of  that 
sort  ? — A.  I  mean,  that  I  never  read  anony- 
mous scurrilUjj,      If  I    see   the  ^name   of  a 


respectalde  author  on  a  tiii 
anotlier  thing. 

Attorney  General.  ■■  D)  not  overpower 
me,  sir  Richaid  Phillips,  by  a  multitude  of 
words,  or  by  answering  my  que?*tions  before 
1  put  them  to  you  ;  especially  by  references 
to. anonymous  writings. 

Q.  I  take  it  for  granted  you  never  read 
the  Edinburgh  Review? — A.  I  have  seen 
the  Eduibaruh  Review  — but  I  pay  rut  respect 
whatever  to  that,  or  to  any  other  work  of 
anonymous  criticism.  sj 

Q.  I  take  it  for  granted,  then,  sir  Richard, 
that  criticism  owes  its  efi'ect  to  the  crcum- 
stance  of  a  knowledge  of  who  the  author  is  ? 
— A.  It  certainly  ought  to  do  so  ;  to  my 
mind  criticisms  shi/uld  always  bear  the 
names  of  the  authors.  I  do  not  generally  con- 
sider that /fli/- criticism,  which  is  anonymous. 

Q.  When  did  you  publish  these  works  of 
sir  John  Carr?— ^.  I  published  the  first 
work,  "  The  Northern  Summer,"  I  suppose 
in  1S03  or  4  ;  "  The  Stranger  in  Ireland,"  in 
ISOO";  and  the  "Tour  in  Ireland,"  in  I6O7  j 
"  The  Tour  in  Scotland,"  I  saw  in  1808  — 
the  present  year. 

Q.  As  you  do  not  read  criticism,  except 
you  know  who  the  critic,  or  the  .iuthor  is, 
I  take  it  for  granted,  you  do  not  attend  to 
the  Edinburgh  Review.  If  sir  John  Carr 
has  been  praised,  or  censured  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Review,  I  take  it  for  granted  you  do 
not  know  it  ? — yL  I  never  saw  it. 

Mr.  Garrow  — I  object  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Edinburgh  Review.  It  is  v.o  evi- 
dence. 

Lord  Ellcnl-orou£h — I  understand  the 
Attorney-General's  question  to  be  to  this 
effect — to  take  the  Edinburgh  Review  as  a 
mere  illustration  of  the  present  subject, 

Mr.  Garrow. — If  it  be  either  directly 
complimentary  to,  or  directly  detracting' 
from,  the  merit  of  sir  John  Can  as  an  author, 
the  Edinburgh  Review  may  be  leferred  to,  as 
evidence  of  the  opinion  of  literary  persons, 
as  to  the  merit  of  sir  John  Carr,  as  an  au- 
thor ;  but,  I  subuiit  to  your  Lordship,  that 
otherwise,  it  is  not  evii'e'^.ce  in  this  cause,  v 

Lord  Ellenboroiigh.  I'hey  are  not  taking 
any  thing  out  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  but 
the  Attorney-General  is  cross-examiuing  the 
witness,  as  to  his  acquaintance  with  that 
publication.  I  see  nothing  in  the  course  of 
(his  examination,  which  calls  upon  me  to 
stop  it. 

Attorney -General.  —  I  ask  sir  Richnrd 
Phillips,  whether  he  knows  that  this  book 
had  been  reviewed  by  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
viewers }—  A.  I  do  not  know  it  ;  I  do  not 
read  the  Edinbtrj^h  Review. 

Q.You  do  not  know  there  is  such  a  publica- 
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tion,  perhnps,  as  the  EJinbnrgh  Review  ?  — 
.^.  There  is  such  a  publicntioii,  ceiininly,  but 
J  do  not  recollv.'Ct  that  I  hav;>  read  the  Edin- 
burgh Review  at  all,  except  some  pirts  of 
the* first  vohiine.  I  thoin^ht  some  ot  it  scur- 
rilous, and  1  abhor  scurrility. 

Q.  Now,  as  you  think  this  pu!)Iicalion, 
■which  i'i  complained  of,  is  scurriit^ns  ;  as 
you  abhor  scurrility  j  and,  as  you  know  it  to 
be  anonymous ;  you  do  not  soil  your  pure 
rnind  with  theperusal  of  it — 'are  there  any 
reviews  published  by  aiiv  persons  which  are 
not  anonymous  ? — yl.  None  that  I  recolleci, 
at  this  moment ,  there  was  one  sometime 
ago  by  Dr.  Maty. 

Q.  But  vou  do  know  there  is  snch  a  pub- 
lication as  the  Edinburgh  Review?  —  -,^.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  such  a 
pubiic.nion  iis  the  Annual  Review  ?  —  y/.  I 
know  there  is  such  a  publication. 

Q.  Is  that  anonymous  ? — A.  That  has  a 
name. 

Q.  Now,  as  you  do  not  read  scurrilous 
anonymous  writings,  and  as  that  is  not  ano- 
nymous, since  it  has  a  name,  perhaps  you  do 
read  the  Annual  Review  ?—y/.  Never,  now, 
I  have  looked  into  former  volumes  of  it,  but 
I  never  read  it  now  ;  it  is  a  very  ponderous 
publication,  wliich  1  do  not  read,  because  I 
have  not  leisure. 

Q.  Have  you  had  a  large  sale  of  sir  John 
Carr's  wotks  ?  — y/.  A  very  respectable  sale; 
a  very  considerable  sale,  of  the  first  work. 
Of"  the  Tour  in  Ireland,"  and  of  "  the 
Tour  round  the  Baltic,"  I  have  sold,  I  think, 
very  nearly  1.500  copies. 

Atlorrieii-Gene.ial. — 1  think,  sir  Richard, 
that  your  reprobation  of  anonymous  criti- 
cism, cannot  be  loo  much  commended  — 
certainly,  nothing  should  be  published  with- 
out a  nanie — it  is  proper  we  should  alwnys 
IcnOw  w)»o  to  resort  to,  in  ca^e  any  thing  be 
published  which  is  not  proper.  , 

Q.  Pray,  sir  Kichard,  was,  there  not  a 
review  called  '•'  The  Oxford  Review.^"— y^. 
Yes. 

Q.  "VVho  published  it  '  -A.  It  was  print- 
ed ;">y  R  person  at  Oxfoul. 

^>  Very  likely  :  but  who  juiblished  it  in 
London?  -A.  1  was  the  putiiisher  in  London. 

Lnrd  Ellenl-oro-Ji^h.. — liere,  I  think  1 
should  caution  you,  sir  Richard  Phillips,  for 
althouL'Ji  I  do  not  know  what  t'lat  publication 
contained,  it  may  contain  something  for 
which  you  may  be  responsible,  and  which 
may  lead  you  into  difficulty  ;  we  are  here 
treading  upon  tender  ground  ;  you  are  not 
bot^nd  to  answer  any  thing  which  may  tend 
to  involve  yourself  m  difficuhy. 

Sir  Ridinrd  I'hiUihs.-l  thank  your 
Lurdkhip,  but  I  shall  certainly  answer  any 
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[  question  which  theAtt<jrney  General  chooses 
to  a^k  me  ;   I  never  printed  a   line,  to  my 
knowledge,  which    was   calculated    to  hurt 
.  the  feelings  o(  any  person  living. 
I       Lo/d  Eii'fnbnnt  i^^h. — It  is  my  duty  to  cau- 
I  tion  you,   sir  Richard,  and  to  tell  you,  that 
,  you  are  not  bound  to  avow  that  you  are  the 
I  publisher  of  any  work,  which  may  contain 
an)'  objection.ible  matter.     You  are  entitled 
j  to  a  protection  as  a  witness.     You  have  laid 
yourself  open   already  to    many  questions, 
wlvch  could  not  have   been  regularly  asked  . 
of  you,  had   you  uOt  chosen  to  avow  your- 
self publisher  of  \ht  work  just  alluded  to. 

Aitorney  Gi'ntral. — There  was  a  work 
intilled  "  Public  Characters,"  I  believe  ? 
— A.    There  was. 

Q  And  you  published  it,  I  believe  ? — ■ 
A.  J  did. 

Lord  Ellen! nrounh. — Dy  the  name  of  it, 
that  is  a  work  very  likely  to  be  extremely 
delicate  ;  I  caution  you,  once  more,  how 
you  admit  yourself  to  be  the  publisher  of 
such  works  ;  you  are  not  bound  to  admit 
any  such  matter.  You  appear  to  me  to  be 
admitting  too  much  :  I  now  give  you  notice, 
that  1  shall  not  caution  you  again.  You 
have  just  admitted  yourself  to  be  the  pub- 
lisher of  a  book  called  "  Public  Characters," 
that,  from  the  title  of  it,  is  likely  to  con- 
t;'!in  a  great  deal  of  very  delicate  matter. 

Sir  Richard  Phi/lips. — I  repeat  again,  my 
lord,  that  I  have  no  disinclination  to  avow 
evcrv  thing  that  1  ever  published.  I  never 
pnl)tishtd  any  work  which  I  should  be 
ashamed  to  avow  in  this  place. 

yHtornctj  General. — On  that  ground,  sir 
Richard,  you  will  tell  me,  whether  you 
puhli^htd  a  bo(jk  called  "  Public  Characters 
of  the  French  Revolution  ?  " — A.  J  do  not 
know  of  any  bonk  under  that  title.  Thefa 
was  a  book  published  in  I/QQ,  by  myself, 
-^.iving  an  account  of  the  Founders  of  the 
French  Republic — but  it  was  a  plain  narra- 
tive of  facts.  It  was  a  chronological  ac- 
count of  pui)lic  men,  who  had  figured  away 
in  France,  in  the  coarse  of  the  revolution, 
ft  was  published  with  a  view  of  giring  an 
account  of  such  persons — there  was  no 
scurrility  in  it,  certainly. 

Atluinrif  Genvral. — So  scurrility  ? — A. 
Certainly  none,  that  1  am  aware  of. 

Mr.  Garroiv. — My  lord,  I  rather  think  I 
ought  to  object  to  this,  as  an  entirely  wrong 
course  of  proceeding.  One  uould  think, 
from  the  course  which  my  friend,  the  Attor- 
ney General,  is  now  taking,  that  sir  Richard 
Phillips  was  the  plaintifT,  instead  of  sir  John 
Carr,  t"or  my  learned  (ricnd  seems,  now,  to 
be  going  into  the  public  life  and  character  of 
sir  Richard  Phillips.      Sir   John  Carr,    ths 
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plaintiil  upon  this  vecord,  has  nothing  in 
common,  nothing  to  do  with  sir  Richard 
Phillips.  They  have  no  connection  with  each 
other,  except  that  the  one  of  them  is  the 
author,  and  the  other  the  publislier,  of  a 
certain  work,  and  then,  my  lord,  how  cttn 
any  part  of  the  hfe  of  sir  Richard  Phillips  be 
evidence  upon  this  issue  between  sir  John 
Carr  and  these  defendants  ? 

Lo/d  Ellcnborougk. — I  do  not  know  any 
thing  of  v/hat  is  cominon,  or  what  i;.-;  not 
common,  between  this  plaintiff  and  this 
witness  ;  but,  you  see  here,  that  sir  Rich- 
ard Phillips  is  the  purchaser  of  this  work  ; 
which  is  reviewed,  or,  if  you  please,  cen- 
sured, by  the  publication  of  the  defendants. 
On  the  credit  of  the  author  of  this  work,  of 
which  sir  Richard  Phillips  is  the  purchaser, 
depends  the  sale  of  the  unsold  part  of  that 
wurk,  that  is,  of  the  edition  now  on  hand  ; 
and  this  evidence,  which  he  is  now  giving, 
that  he  is  the  ])roprietor,  and  consequently 
interested  in  the  sale  of  this  book,  di";es  not 
indeed  go  to  his  competency,  but  has  a 
strong  bearing  on  his  credit,  as  a  witness  j 
and  therefore  the  Attornev  General  should, 
I  think,  be  allowed  a  larger  scope  than  he 
should  otherwise  have,  in  his  cross-exami- 
nation. He  has  put  to  sir  Richard  Phillips 
many  questions,  to  which  sir  Richard  does 
not  choose  to  demur,  but  to  uhich  he  is 
certainly  entitled  to  demurj  he  chooses  to 
say  that  he  is  the  publisher  of  many  of 
these  works,  after  the  caution  which  he 
received  from  me.  1  wish  he  would  be 
guided  by  other  discretion  than  his  own. 

Mr,  Garrow. — All  this,  my  lord,  is  very 
well,  as  between  the  Attorney  General  and 
sir  Richard  Phillips  ;  but,  1  submit,  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  interest  of  nay  client. 

Lord  EllcnL'Oroiigh. — More  or  less  I  think 
it  has — it  has  some  reference  to  it  certainly. 

AHor7imj  General. — Q.  You  have  very 
properly  uttered  your  sentiments  in  reproba- 
tion of  all  criticism  which  is  anonymous — 
and  you  are  the  publisher  of  a  bock  which 
gives  us  the  character  of  those  persons  who 
figured  in  the  French  revolution.  Pray 
what  was  the  title  of  that  book? — A. 
"  Anecdotes  of  the  Founders  of  the  French 
Republic."  It  was  published  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago  j  it  was  merely  a  matter- o.f- fact 
book  J  there  was  no  scurrility  in  it  what- 
ever. 

Q.  Then  it  contains  nothing  but  an  ac- 
count ot  facts  within  your  own  knowlicdge  ? 
— yl.  No,  not  so;  I  was  not  the  author, 
but  the  publisher. 

ylllorncy  General  — And  3'et  you  sav  It  is 
a  mere  narrative  of  facts;  how  can  yon  say 
SOj  unle-ss   ihey  are  facts  within  your  own 
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knowledge? — A.  It  was   a   tr.ere  plain  nar- 
rative of  facts. 

Lord  EUenloroiigh. — How  do  you  know 
them  to  be  facts,  if  you  were  not  present  at 
the  transancticn  ? — A.  Jt  Tvas  certijrlv  a 
narrative  of  what  the  auihor  stated  to  ine, 
and  what  I  considered  to  be,  facts  It  was 
like  every  other  book  of  grave  bicgraph/ 
and  history. 

Attorney  General — I  think  we  have  now 
got  pretty  well  rid  of  the  book,  which  you 
call  the  "  Narrative  of  Facts." 

Q.  You  were  publisher  of  the  Oxford 
Review  ? — ,'i .  Yes. 

Q.  You  had  nothing  anonymous  in  it  of 
course.  Pray  what  were  the  names  of  the 
Oxford  Reviewers  ?  Were  they  known  to 
the  public  ? — A.  They  were  not. 

9  You  say  you  Avouid  not  piiityour  name 
to  any  thing  that  was  anonymous,  or  a 
scurrilous  publication.  And  you  say  that 
you  published  "  Anecdotes  of  the  Founders 
of  the  French  Republic."  And  you  say- 
that  you,  yourself,  publisl-rd  the  Oxford 
Review,  which  was  anonymous  ? — A.  Yes  ■ 
but  they  had  not  the  character  of  the  works 
which  1  have  reprobated. 

Attorney  General. — To  be  sure  ;  for  yoa 
state  that  those  «cre  facts  which  you  pub- 
li.'^hed  in  your  "  Anecdotes  of  the  Founders 
of  ih<^  French  Revolution."  And  you  state 
also,  that  you  were  not  the  author,  but 
merely  the  publisher  of  that  book.  Pray 
was  that  book  anou)  raous  ? — A.  Yes,  but 
not  scurrilous. 

Q.     No,   not  scurrilous,    God    forbid  r . 

A.  Yes,  God  forbid.     1  thank  you   for  the 
phrase. 

Attorney  General  —You  sav  there  is  such 
a  book  as  the  Edinburgh  Re\iev.-,  which  is 
anonymoi-i,  and  the  Annual  Review,  which 
is  not  anonymous,  which  is  published,  I 
believe,  by  Mr.  Aikin.  Now,  did  it  ever 
occur  to  you,  when  yon  were  so  much  in- 
terested in  the  credit  of  sir  John  Carr's 
works,  to  enquire  what  Mr.  Aikin,  who  is 
not  an  anonymous  writers,  says  i>fhis  woiksf 
— A.  In  respect  to  periodical  criticism  of 
the  anonymous  kind,  I  ought  to  say  that  £ 
have  neither  time,  nor  inclination,  to  look 
into  it ;  nor  do  I  o^ten  lock  into  the  Annual 
Review.  Jt  is  a  ponderous  volume,  and  if  I 
had  inclination,  1  should  not  have  tiaie  to 
read  it. 

Q.  The  Oxford  Review,  I  take  it  for 
granted,  you  read,  since  you  were  the  pub- 
lisher of  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  take  it  for  granted,  you  had  the 
honesty  to  subb^cribe  your  name  to  Ihat 
opinion  >^A.  I  shall  never  withhold  n:y 
opitiions.    I   published  the  Oxford  l.evievi- 
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from  a  desire  thit  there  might  be  a  fair 
review.  My  wishes  and  my  feehngs  siig 
gested  to  me,  that  there  ought  to  be  at 
least  one  honest  review  in  the  country.  A 
number  of  gentlemen  at  Oxford,  united 
their  labours  to  write  for  it ;  and  it  was 
printed  there,  under  their  direction,  and 
publi.-hed  by  me  in  London.  It  had  no 
sc.irrility  in  it  whatever  ;  but  I  tbund  that 
a  review  which  hrid  no  personal  abuse, 
•would  not  succeed,  and  therefore  I  discon- 
tinued its  publication. 

Q.  That  was  your  feeling,  and  such  your 
reasoning  ? — yi.  Yes. 

Lord  Ellenhorough  — That  is,  you  arc 
now  slandering  all  publishers  bat  yourself 
Thnt  is  calling  all  other  re\iewers  slanderers, 
I  wish  you  would  attend  to  the  advice  of 
others,  whose  prudence  you  seem  to  want. 

Sir  Richard  Phillips. — My  lord,  I  know 
a  great  deal  about  reviewers  ! 

Jttorney  General.  —  Q  Perhaps  you 
never,  in  advertising  a  book  of  your  own, 
annexed  to  it  any  commendation  of  review- 
^x$  ? — yl  I  have  not  done  so  for  many  years, 
I  was  in  the  habit  of  doing  it  formerly,  but 
I  have  not  done  it  for  many  years.  I  be- 
came ashamed  of  the  practice,  and  I  left  it 

off. 

Attorney  General — That  is,  you  grew  up 
into  virtue,  as  they  fell  into  vice. 

Lord  Elle'd'oro-ush. — This  is  saying,  that 
every  publisher  is  dishonourable  but  your- 
self Pray  do  not  arro .  ate^  to  yourself  all 
the  virtue  in  the  publication  of  books.  Are 
you  aware  of  the  effect  i.f  your  testimony  ? 
You  have,  just  this  instait,  told  us,  that  you 
have  been  doing  that  of  which  you  arc 
ashamed  And  that  you  discontinued  it, 
because  you  were  ashamed  of  it.  Answer 
the  questions  plainly  without  these  com- 
nienis. 

Sir  Richard  Phillip.'!. — My  lord,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  do  so  I  have  said  that  I 
formerly  published  advertisements  of  books 
with  the  characters  of  reviewers  annexed  to 
them.  It  was  the  ordinary  practice  of  the 
trade.  I  have  said,  that  i  discontinued  it, 
and  I  did  so.  And  I  have  said  that  I  left 
it  off  because  I  was  ashamed  of  it,  and  1 
am  so. 

Attorney  General. — Q.  At  what  time  did 
you  change  your  system.  Will  you  swear, 
that  within  these  la^t  six  years,  you  have 
not  published  a  book  annexing  to  its  adver- 
tisement, the  commendation  of  reviewers  ? 
— y/.  Yes,  I  have  no  doubt  I  have.  It 
may  have  happened  within  these  two  or 
three  years,  peihaps,  but  this  has  arisen 
from  accident.  We  keep  our  old  adver- 
tisements standing  in  the  form  in  which  we 


hive  been  used  to  send  them  to  the  news- 
paptTs,  for  live  or  six  years  together.  So 
that  an  advertisemeiit  may  latterly  have  gone 
into  a  newspaper  with  the  sTme  paragrapli 
in  it,  of  the  commendation  of  the  reviewer, 
a  long  time  after  I  had  determined  to  dis- 
continue thnt  practice. 

Q.  You  know  of  the  Annual  Review,  and 
there  is  the  Monihly  Keview  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  theic  is  the  Eclectic  Review,  and 
the  Critical  Ueview  ? — yl.  Yes. 

Q.  Novv,  I  ask  you,  there  being  this 
nuuibfr  of  reviews,  have  you  never  looked 
into  any  of  them  to  see  if  sir  John  Carr's 
work  was  reviewed  bv  them  ? — A.  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  done  so,  within  the  last 
twelve  months. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  you  have  not  looked 
into  them  concerning  "  The  Stranger  in 
Ireland  '" — A.  1  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen 
"  The  Stranger  in  Ireland,"  noticed  in 
more  than  one  review.  I  have  seen  it,  in 
some  review ;  I  do  not  recollect  which  it 
was. 

Q.  What  was  the  character  given  of  it  in 
that  review  ? — A.  I  think,  in  the  review  in 
whirh  I  saw  it,  it  had  a  very  good  character. 

yittorney  General.  —  Now,  sir  Richard 
Phillips,  1  will  ask  you  another  question  j 
have  you  not  yourself  assis^ned  as  a  reason 
for  not  publishing  this  work  of  sir  John 
Carr's,  which  you  have  seen  in  manuscript, 
"  The  Tour  in  Scotland,"  "  That  sir  John 
Carr  was  worn  out  ?  " — A.  I  never  used 
the  phrase. 

Q.  Nor  airy  thing  like  it  ? — A.  No,  nor 
any  tWng  like  it. 

Q.  You  never  have  assigned  that  as  a 
reason  for  not  publishing  that  work  ?  Nor 
any  other  reason  except  that  of  this  publica- 
tion, called  "  My  Pocket  Book,"  and  these 
imputations  c.^st  upon  the  genius  of  the  au- 
thor ? — A.  I  have  been  asked  by  booksel- 
lers, questions  which  they  had  no  business 
to  ask  me,  about  sir  John  Carr's  works, 
and  conceiving  such  questions  to  be  imperti- 
nent, I  have  said  to  such  booksellers,  "  that 
my  public  engagements  would  prevent  me 
from  embarking  in  such  pubHcations,  and  I 
have  given  that  answer  in  tenderness  to  sir 
John  Carr." 

Q.  Have  you  read  "  The  Tour  through 
Scotland  ?  "-r-A.  1  have  looked  into  it,  but 
not  read  it  through. 

Q.  It  is  finished  }—A.  It  is. 

One  of  the  Jury. —  Q.  I  think,  Sir  Rich- 
ard, you  told  the  booksellers  that  your  pub- 
lic engagements  would  prevent  you  from 
embarking  in  such  publications  ;  and  that 
you  gave  that  answer  out  of  tenderness  to 
sir  John  Carr.      Pray  what  was  that  teqder- 
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ness  ? — A.  Becdu.-f  I  would  not  have  it  un- 
derstood that  any  work  of  ihr.t  kind,  (mean- 
ing such  u'orks  as  "  My  Pocket  Book  ") 
had  had  an  effect,  whidi  nppenred  to  me 
to  be  so  prejudicial  ro  his  character. 

Allot ney-General. — I  will  deal  candiilly 
with  you.  Sir  Richard.  The  person  to 
whom  I  alluded,  when  I  asked  you  whether 
you  had  not  said,  "  Sir  John  Cur  was  worn 
out/'  is  a  Mr.  Murray.  Now  I  ask  you, 
did  you  not  say  so  to  him  ? — A.  No,  I  did 
not,  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  Will  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say, 
upon  your  oath,  that,  to  Mr.  Murray,  yon  did 
not  say  "  that  sir  John  Carr  was  worn 
out  ?" — A.  I  could  not  say  such, a  thing. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  positively,  thai  you  did 
not  say  that  "  Sir  John  Carr  was  worn 
out  ?" — A.  I  certainly  do  say,  that  I  did  not 
■^ly  so. 

Attorney -General. — May  it  please  your 
lordship  :  gentlemen  of  the  jury, —  I  could, 
certainly,  make  many  observations  on  the 
very  many  ridiculous  passages  which  are  to 
be  found  in  the  uorks  of  sir  John  Carr, 
and  which  fully  jirtify  the  ridicule  of  this 
book,  of  which  he  complains.  But  I 
abstain  ;  the  case  is  so  rich  with  ridicule 
without  it,  that  it  would  be  bad  taste  to 
take  that  course.  There  is  so  much  in  the 
dramatis  personss,  that  it  render^  every 
thing  in  the  way  of  ridicule  superfluous. — 
First  we  have  sir  Ric/iard  Pk'iUlps,  v.  hn  has 
given  us  evidence  of  his  being  either  one  of 
the  greatest  fools  that  ever  lived  under  the 
sun,  or  that  he  is  not  to  be  credited  on  his 
oath.  I  .say  it  appears  from  his  own  lesii- 
mony,  either  that  he  has  given  us  false 
evidence,  or  that  he  is  the  greatest  fool  that 
ever  walked  upon  the  face  of  the  earth — 
without  a  guide. 

Lord  Ellenlorough  interposing. — AVeak- 
est,  perhaps  weakest. 

Attorney -General. — The  weakest  man 
that  ever  walked  upon  the  face  of  the  earth 
without  a  keeper. —  Erasmus  would  have 
given  any  thing  \^jy  him  when  he  wrote  his 
Encomion  Morias— or  Pope,  when  he  wrote 
his  Dunciad.  If  the  author  of  the  Dunciad 
were  now  living,  he  would  have  changed 
his  hero. — If  we  were  living  in  the  days  of 
Pope — we  should  have  a  new  edition  of  the 
Dunciad  after  this  scene.  Sir  Richard  Phil- 
lips tells  us,  that  he  is  publisher  of  three  of 
these  voluminous  works,  which  have  been 
exhibited  to  you  as  the  productions  of  sir 
John  Carr.  lie  has  told  you,  that  he  had 
given  large  sums  of  money  for  them.  That 
he  was  about  to  open  a  negociation'with  sir 
John  Carr,  for  the  purchase  of  another 
work,  and  he  tells  you,    there  are  I    think 
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five  diflerent  reviews,  the  object  of  which 
is,  to  trcit  of  the  merits  or  the  demerits  of 
dilTereni  publications  as  they  apptar  in   the 
v/orld,  a:.',  th.1t  they  must  rise   or    •all,  in  a 
great  measure  at  least  — that  is,  fni  of  suc- 
cess or  succeed  wiih  the   pchlic,  according 
to  the  impression  produced  b;    uiej.e  prrio- 
i\\c:\  publications.     This  must   b-  the  case 
with  "  The  Stranger  in    Ireland,"   a-,  well 
as  any  other  work.      And  sir  Richard    Piul- 
lip:  being   interested  in   pocket,  as    to   the 
credit  of  that   work   with   the  public,  tells 
you,  that  he  never  looked  into  any  one  of 
these  reviews.     He  felt  that,  as  soon  as   he 
said  it,  to  be  a  strange  thing  to  be  said  by  a 
bookseller.     For  a  man  who  derives  emolu- 
ment from  the  credit   of  authors — who  eats 
and  drinks  their  labour — lives  upon  it.-— He 
felt  himself  bound  to  account  for  this  strange 
expression.  — Ha    does   accoun!   for  it—"  I 
never  m!X  myself,"  says  he,  "  with  anony- 
mous scurrilous  publications."     That  is,  ia 
substance,   "  tins,  my  love  c'-  virtue,  pre- 
vents me  from  opening  publicntc-iis  of  that 
kind.     They  are   productions  sc   roach  be- 
iieath  me,  that  1  .h.'^pise  tbein.     T..c  purity 
of  my  mind  mi^ht  be  cornr.  -d  by  p.?i  ving 
read    U;--  Ediri^Ui-^li 


them"       Have    <om    re 
Rpview  ? — "■  I  have  torinerJy     but  I  c  ■  not 
nov/.     1  have  two  o'oj-ctions  to  -..jem,   Jiat 
they   -iro  anonymous,     and   that    the)    are 
scurrilous  ;"  end  yet  he  admits,  that   iam- 
self    was    puMisher    of    "  Aneccoces    of 
Public  Characi^rs    in    this    Country,'     and, 
"  Anecdotes  of  the  Founders  of  'iie  Icnch 
Republic."     He  is  the   publisher  iiimseif  of 
these  two  works,  and  they  are  boti;  anony- 
mous    but  he  startles  at  the   bare    mention 
of  scurrility.     "  The  anecdotes  are  facts — 
a   simple   narrative   of  fads."     Did   these 
facts.    Sir  Richard,    happen   to  fall  within 
your  own   knowledge  ?— Answer    me  that 
ph^in  question. — "  No,  no,  no;    facts,  as 
tlie   authors  of    the  works   stated  to  me." 
That  is  what   sir  Richard   Phillips  calls   a 
narrative  of  facts  !  — so  much  for  sir  Richard 
Phillips's  narrative  of  facts,  and  so  much 
for  his  abhorrence  of  scurrility.     Now  for 
his  abhorrence   of  anonymous   publications 
—  I  feel,  he  says,  and  so   he  ought   to   feel 
— so  we  all  ought  to  feel — "  an  abhorrence 
of  anonymous  scurrility,"  and  yet  he   pub- 
lishes two   books  which   are  anonymous — 
whether    they  contain    any     thing   that    is 
scurrilous,  we  will  not  here  stop  to  inqviire. 
But  we  now  come  to  the  Reviews  :   he  holds 
them  in  great  abhorrence  :   I  suppose  some 
of  his  publications  have  been  roughly  hand- 
led by  them.     But  who  was  the  publisher 
of    the   Oxford    Review  ? —  Himself,    and 
I  here   he   elev-tsd   himself  above  all  oiber 
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booksellers  ;  for,  snys  he,  "  I  pnblisbetl 
the  Oxford  Review,  that  there  "might  be 
one  /icneit  review  in  the  kingdom,"  coniign- 
ing  all  others,  Dr.  Aikin's  and  the  rest,  to 
ignominy — placing  himself  upon  a  pedestal, 
lot.king  down  on  others  and  degrading  (hem 
ahtx^ether — a  condition  in  which  lie  is  not 
intitled  to  place  himself.  Now,  gentlemen, 
is  sir  Richard  Phillips  that  pure,  immaculate 
character  which  he  states  hitr.self  to  be  ? — 
I  put  it  to  you,  thus— do  you  believe  he 
swears  truly  when  he  sweats,  that  he  be- 
came the  publisher  of  the  Oxford  Review, 
mere/)/  for  the  purpose  ot  giving  to  the  pub- 
lic one  honest  review  in  tiiis  kingdom  ?  Do 
you  believe  that  he  swears  truly  when  he 
swears  that? — Gentlemen,  I  told  yon  that 
sir  Riehard  Phillips  waseithera  witness  who 
hadtiipt  in  his  evider.ce,  or  else,  that  he  is 
a  man  the  most  infirm  in  judgment  that 
ever  walked  on  the  face  of  the  earth  without 
a  keeper.  He  states  to  you,  that  he  would 
have  given  the  same  sum  for  the  work  of 
sir  John  Carr  now  in  manuscript  that  he  gave 
for  the  others,  had  it  not  been  for  the  pub- 
lication of  this  book  called  "  My  Pocket 
**  Book."  He  tells  you,  there  are  five  Re- 
views, in  all  of  which,  lie  knows,  as  well 
asaiiv  body,  th:it  this  work  must  he.  handled 
as  others  arc,  but  so  little  does  he  read  re- 
views or  anonymous  criticisms,  that  he 
hardly  looks  at  them,  and  he  !)ardly  looked 
at  this  work,  called  "  My  Pocket  Book," 
and  yet  he  tells  you  in  the  same  breath,  that 
in  consequence  of  these  petty  comments, 
es  he  calls  them,  of  this  book,  "  My  Pock- 
"  etPjoc-ik,"  he  declined  to  buy  the  other 
work  of  his  favourite  author  sir  John  Carr. 
But  for  this  scurrilous  little  work,  he  would 
have  given  sir  John  Carrj^/CX)  for  the  work 
which  he  now  has  in  manuscript.  Now,  I 
do  say,  either  that  is  not  true,  or  sir  Rich- 
ard Phillips  is  the  weakest  and  the  most 
absurd  creature  that  ever  crept  on  the  face 
of  the  earth.  I  could  nor.  conceive,  had  1 
not  seen  it,  that  a  man  could  have  made  a 
■figm-e  KG  fcoVish.  I  cannot  conceive,  that 
a  man  should  so  act  against  his  interest,  as 
knowing  tliere  were  these  reviews  and  pub- 
lications, and  knowing  how  the  next  book 
of  sir  John  Carr  might  at  least  be  handled, 
and  yet  would  hiive  given  .5^000  in  the  first 
instance  for  this  manuscript  of  sir  John 
Carr's,  if  it  had  not  been  for  thi.s  little  book, 
'•  My  Pocket  Rook,"  wh:ch  sir  Richard 
Pbiliips  tells  you,  at  the  nme  time,  i.s  a 
Aion'cmpiible  little  work,  and  which,  if  that 
be  true,  could,  have  had  little,  if  any  effect 
upon  the  public  mind.  1  have  been  led  into 
Uliis  mod*,  of  reasoning  from  the  ground  which 
ux  irxhiird  Philli'^s  hits  ibourhi  lit  to  t;  ke, 
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He  has  arrogated  to  himself  all  the  Iionour  in 
the  kingdom,  as  far  as  it  regards  the  publica- 
tio.T  of  books,  and  reviews  of  books.  Whaj 
standard  shall  I  take  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  this  pi>blication, 
called  "  My  Pocket  Book  ; — as  containing 
just  or  unjusl  criticism  on  the  work  of  Sir 
John  Carr,  called  "  The  Stranger  in  Ire- 
"  land  ?"  I  will  appeal  to  my  l.ord  Mount- 
norris,  who  has  a  high  pergonal  respect  for 
the  author  of  the  book,  called  "  The  Stran- 
"  ger  in  Ireland,"  and  partial  towards  the 
subject  of  it.  The  truth  is,  that  Sir  John 
Carr  went  to  Ireland  well  recommended. 
He' received  there  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood— and  knighthoc?d,  fine  clothes  and 
ge'itcel  manners,  are  aii  introduction  into 
rjentcel  circles,  and  griin  a  high  name  for  a 
while,  to  an  author,  and  may  be  a  short 
substitute  for  genius,  to  a  person  who 
chooses  to  figure  as  an  author.  He  thought 
his  name  would  upheld  his  book,  but  that 
will  never  do  long,  unless  the  book  can  up- 
hold his  name.  Sir  John  Carr  thought  thst 
liis  book  would  pass  on  account  of  his 
name.  And  it  very  nearly  had.  My  Lord 
Mountnorris  had  very  nearly  got  himself 
into  the  scrape  of  buying  this  bock  of  Sir 
John  Carr's  called  "  The  Slranger  in  Ire- 
"  land."  He  would  have  done  so,  but 
from  the  circumstance  of  his  having  seen 
this  bf)ok,  called  "  My  Pocket  Book."  And 
here  I  thifik  my  Lord  Mouatnorrishas  some 
reason  to  complain  of  his  friend  Sir  Joha 
Carr,  and  of  those  who  gave  him  that  narne. 
Not  that  I  mean  to  insinuate  (hat  Sir  John 
Carr  is  unworthy  of  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood J  I  am  speaking  of  him  merely  as  an 
author,  and  in  that  view,  knighthood  may 
sometimes  have  the  effect  of  a  false  token. 
"  Cum  pulchris  tunicis  sumet  nova  consilin 
"  ct  ipes."  But  what  effect  has  this  book 
called  "  My  Pocket  Book,"  had  on  tiie 
public  mind  ?  Why,  my  Lord  Mountnorris, 
who  has  a  personal  respecl  for  Sir  John  Carr, 
shall  aiiiwer  (hat  fjuestion.  He  said  that 
understanding  Sir  John  Carr  to  have  spoken 
handsomely  of  Ireland,  and  feeling  an  in- 
terest in  that  subject,  he  was  disposed  lo^ 
buy  the  book  j  bat  he  read  (his  ciiiicism, 
and  having  read  it,  he  read  the  book  which 
was  the  tubject  of  it.  He  then  com- 
pared them  with  each  other — what  was  th© 
effect  of  his  doing  fo  ?  Why,  that  he 
would  not  buy  the  book.  Why  did  he  not 
buy  the  book  ?  Because  it  had  been  so  suc- 
cessfully ridiculed.  I]')w  came  it  to  be  .sa 
successfuily  ridiculed  ?  Perhaps  you  can 
guess.  My  Lord  Mountnorris  had  like  to 
have  rep'-.-rcd  too  much  confidence  in  th& 
name  of  the  autUcr,     ©ut  having  looked  at 
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the  book  wl/ich  gave  an  account  of  it,  and 
then  having  compared  them  with  one  ano- 
ther, that  is,  he  co.npared  the  book  of  Sir 
John  Carr  with  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  turned  into  ridicule,  he  said  fo  himself 
— "  This  work  of  my  friend  Sir  John  Carr 
"  will  not   do  for  me — •!  will  not  buy  it." 
This  is  putting  things   to   the   test — this   is 
exactly  the  use  of  criticism^  which  is   pre- 
venting those  who  have  not  seen,  from  buy- 
ing bad  books.     This  is  a  pr.iof  that  in  the 
judgment  of  my  Lord  Mountnorris,  a  man 
of  erudition  a  friend  to  the  author  too,  and 
partial  to  his  subject — ihinks  (he  book,  after 
an  attentive  perusal  of  it,  not  worth  buying. 
My  Lord  Mountnorris  did  not  content  him- 
self with  reading  this  criticism,  bat  he  read 
the  book  itself,  and  after  perusing  both,  he 
found  the  book  of  Sir  John  Carr  so  ridicu- 
lous a     work   that   he  would  not  buy   it, 
for    he   did    not    choose    to    be    laughed 
at  by    those     w!io  tniglit    see  it   in  his  li- 
brary. —  I   do  not  complain  of    those  who 
purchase  baoks    without    having  read  them, 
or  hearing  something  of  their  character  from 
men  of  judgment ;   but  those  who,   like  ray 
Lord  Mountnorris,  take   the   precaution  to 
peruse  a   book  before   they   buy  it,  are,  I 
think,     a    grec*t  deal    more    prudent.     My 
Lord  Mountnorris    his  shev/n  us  the  utility 
of  criticism  ;  and   I  think  he  has  shewn  us 
the  justness  of  the  criticism  here  complained 
of. — Gentlemen,   I  tlnnk  this   case  a   great 
deal  too  clear   to  require  any   further  obser- 
vations.    I  confess  I  had   brought  my  mind 
up  to  saying  a    good  deal    on  the  subject  of 
Sir  John  Carr's  literary  labours.     1  had  been 
almost  tempted  to  do  so  ;   but  I  think  it  has 
become    unnecessary  after  the  evidence  you 
have    heard.     I   ra>ght   have  compared  the 
works  of  Sir  John  Carr  with  authors  of  an- 
tiquity whwse  works  hrive  been  treated  with 
ridicule.     There  was  Socrates,  and  Aristo- 
plianes  criticised  him  ;  but  his  doctrines  were 
not    the    less    published   on     that  account. 
Why  ?   Became  the  ridicule  did  not  affect  hii 
fame.     It  is  because   works  are   ridiculous, 
that  ridicule  affects  them.     Whoever  sends 
into  (he  world  a  book,  gives  to  the  public  a 
right  of  dealing    with  the  contents  of  that 
book  as  the  contents  deserve.  If  the  book  be 
a  work  of  genuine  merit,  no  attack  upon  it, 
however,  violerit,  or  hoivever  inge?iious,  ivill 
do  it  any  permanent  injury.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,if  be  a  work  which  has  for  its  support, 
nothing  but  knighthood — a  large  margin — 
hot-press — gilt  leaves  morocco  and  binding,  it 
really  never  can  stand  the  test  of  criticism. 


and  the  sooner  it  is  sent  into  the  shades  tlie 
better,  T«ie  public  arc  indebted  to  the  critic 
whoso  disposes  of  it;  for  the  public  have 
an  interest  in  the  discouragement  of  bad 
books,  almost  as  much  as  in  the  encourage- 
ment of  good  ones.  It  has  another  good 
effect — It  shews  those  who  have  not,  other- 
wise, means  of  discovering  the  true  charac- 
ter of  a  book,  how  to  save  their  money. 
Such  is  the  effect  of  genuine  criticism,  and 
a  very  valuable  thing  it  is  to  the  public.  I 
have  my  learned  friend's  concession,  that 
fair  and  manly  criticism,  even  if  you  do  not 
agree  in  opinion  with  the  critic,  is  not  to  be 
complained  of.  I  think  my  Lard  ISIount- 
norris  has  proved  this  to  be  of  that  character. 
—  Gentlemen,  I  will  detain  you  no  longer  ; 
I  am  quite  satisfied  that  you  will  be  of 
opinion,  that  this  book,  although  severe, 
was  published  in  the  spirit  of  fair  criticism, 
and,  of  course,  that  your  verdict  v/iU  be  for 
the  defendants. 

Lord  Ellenborough. — Gentlemen  of  the 
jury;  this  is  an  action  brought  by  sir  John 
Carr  against  these  two  defendants,  booksel- 
lers of  the  narnes  of  Hood  and  Sharpe,  for 
having  published,  what  he  contends  to  be 
a  work  intending  to  turn  him  into  ridicule; 
and  he  alledges  in  his  decL-.ration,  that  he  has 
surfered  special  darriages  on  account  of  this 
book;  that  he,  being  about  to  sell  another 
work  to  sir  Richard  Phillips,  that  bookreiler 
declined  to  purchase  that  work;  on  which 
account  he  could  not  sell  it,  whereby  he  lost 
the  considerable  advantage  which  has  been 
stated  to  you. — Now,  gentlemen,  before  we 
advance  to  the  work  itself,  let  us  look  at  the 
principle  of  this  species  of  action.  Every 
person  who  v/rites  any  book,  and  publishes 
it,  of  whatever  description  it  may  be,  com- 
mits it  to  the  public  ;  any  person  may  com- 
ment upon  it,  upon  its  principle,  upon  its 
tendency,  or  upon  its  st)  le — may  answer, 
and  expose  to  ridicule- its  character,  if  it  be 
ridiculous — and  may  do  the  same  ihing  with 
the  author,  as  far  as  he  is  embodied  in  the 
work.  Now  (his  publication  of  ihe  Travels 
of  Sir  John  Carr,  inakes  "  a  description  of' 
(he  place  where  he  is,"  a  principal  part  of 
the  work.  He  is  taking  his  departure  from 
Dublin  ;  and  bespeaks  of  himself  in  a  man- 
ner that  connects  hunself  with  the  work. 
The  book  published  by  the  defendants  rakes 
notice  of  this  part  of  the  plaintiff's  work, 
and  it  is  exhibited  in  the  print,  and  it  refers 
to  parts  of  sir  John  Carr's  book  wherein  ex- 
pressions are  used  similar  to  those  used  in  the 
present    publication.     It  is  contendeii   that 
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this  work  of  the  defendants  shou'd  not  be 
»utl:eied,  bt;cause  it  ridicules,  iininoci.:^;^?!}', 
the  work*  of  the  plaintitT.  ^'v'■hy,  gentle- 
men, if  ihe  thing  ii.self  be  ridiculous — if 
the  principle  of  it  b.-  bad — or,  though  the 
principle  be  unobjcL-tio'-iable,  if  the  work 
it!i.jlf  be  ill  riii^ested — bid  composition — writ- 
ten wi'.h  b;id  taste,  or  oiherwise  defective, 
so  as  to  deserve  tiie  character  of  a  "  bad 
book/'  — it  i»  doing  great  service  to  the  pnb 


Why  then,  let  us  suppose  thit  the  plaintiff  in 
this  action  has  lost  the  beneJit  of  selling  his 
Scotch  Tour,  now  in  manuscript,  to  sir  Rich- 
ard Ph.illips;  if  ho  has  lost  it,  hy  fair  criii- 
cism  upon  his  former  works,  which  criticisms 
have  rendered  his  writings  ridiculous,  he 
niu>t  abide  by  such  loss,  it  being  his  fate  fo 
sustam  it  hy  Jiiir  criticism.  This  J  take  to  be 
law.  1/  it  were  ollierirife,  I  do  not  know 
where  ive  are  to  stoj].     No  man  will  be  at  li- 


lic  to  write  it  down  ;  such  works  cannot  be  |  berty  to  expose  the  works  nf  another,  how- 
ever ridiculous.     I  think  we  oMiiht  to  resist  a 


too  soon  exposed — the  sooner  they  disappear 
the    better,     I   speak  this  without  prejudice 
to  the  work  of  sir  John  Carr,  for  1  have  not 
read  a  word  of  it.     It  maybe,  for  aught  i 
)-now,  excellent.     It  would  be  unfair  in  nic 
to   censure    what  I   have  not  read,  like  the 
sheriff — Ciod  forbid    I    should    do  so;     the 
books  of  Ibis  geutlemaii,  may  be  very   valu- 
able works.     Kut  this  I  say  :  —whatever  cha- 
racer  his  works  merit,  others  have  a  rigl.t  to 
pass  their  judgement  upon  them,  and  to  cen- 
sure ibeai,   if  they  be  censurable,  and  to 
tarn  them  into  ridicule,  ii  they  be  ridiculous. 
If  there  were  no  sucli  rigb.t,  we  should  liave 
310  security  for  the  exposition  of  error;   bad 
.systems  of  philosophy  would  not  be  written 
down,  as  that  of  Dcs  Ciirtes  was  by  Newton  ; 
and   bad  systems  of  government  would  not 
be  written  down,  as  that  of  sir  Robert  Fil- 
ler's was  by  I.ccke.     After  Mr.  Locke  had 
l)ublished  hi.^  work  upon  government,  ji^ainst 
that  of  sir    Robert   Filmer,  I   dare  say  tin* 
sheriff,  sir  Richard  Phillips,  would  not   have 
given  a  shilling  for   the  book  of  .sir  Robert 
Tilmer,  if  it  wc^re  a  publicarion  of  the   pro- 
sent  time.     Wliai  then  ?     Could  any  budy 
xnainlain  an  action  ;igainst  Mr.  I>ocke  for  his 
publication,  for  writing   down  the  fame  of 
sin  Robert   Filmer?     Oitainly   not.      Mr. 
Locke  did  great  service  to  the  public  by  writ- 
ing down  that  work  ;  and,  indeed,  any  per- 
son does  a  service  to  the  public,  who  writes 
down  any  vapid  or  useless  publicrfiion,  .s.jch 
as   never  ought  to   have  appeared,     it  pre- 
vents the  dissemination  of  bad  taste,   by  tiie 
perusal  of  trash  ;  and  prevents  people  from 
H-asting  both   their  time  r.nd  money.     I  say 
this,    however,   as   applie-sible   to    fair   and 
candid  criticism,  w\\'\ch  every  person  has   a 
right   to   publish,  ahliough    the  author  may 
fiutlcr  a  loss  from  it.     It  is  a  Ioks,  indeed,  l'> 
the  author;  but  is  what  we  in  the  law  call 
T)amnum   risque-  injuria;  a  loss  which  ike 
law  docs  not  consider  as  an  injury,  because  it 


compl  lint,  against/f/jr  and  lilcral cr'\V.c\sTr\, 
at  the  threshold  ;   I  think  it  is  our  policy,  in 
every  v  iew  of  the  thing.     I  do  not  know  any 
thing  that   more  threatens  i he  liberty  of  tha 
press,  in    the  times  in  which  we  live,  than 
giving  too  much  encouragement  to  this  spe- 
cies of  action.     But  uo  not  let  me  be  misun- 
derstood ;   for  I  do  not   mean  to  say,  that  if 
there  was  any   thing  in  the  book,  published 
by  the   defendants,  of  a  libellous  tendency, 
wholly  foreign  to  the  work,  or  unconnected 
with    the   author  of  it,  as  embodied  in  tha 
work  ;   if  there  was  any  thing  in  it,  tending 
to  render  him  ridiculous,  unconnected  with 
the  work,  the  action  is  maintainable.     Nei- 
ther you  nor  1  have  appeared  before  the  world 
in  the  charncler  nf  an  author,  at  least  I  have 
not  ;  but,     if    I   had,    I    should  not    think 
myself  entitled  to  maintain  an  action  against 
any  body  else,  who  ridiculed  my  work,  and 
I  pu)vcd  it  to  be  ridiculous.       If   any   person 
I  chouses  to  exhibit  a  picture,    which    was  it- 
i  self  ridiculous,    another  cannot  be  liable   to 
I  an  action,   for  pointing  out  wherein  it    is  ri- 
I  diculous.     If  another  chooses  in  his  work  to 
j  draw  a  picture  of  himself,   to   place  himself 
I  in  a  given    situ.ition,    another  person  has  a 
right  to  finish  that  picture  by  exposing  it    lo 
ridicule,    if'  it  be  ridiculous  ;    and  by    criti- 
cising upon  the  words  which  the  author  has 
made  u:,e  of.     If,  therefore,  you  think  this 
is  a  criticism  of  the  work  of  this  author,  and 
of  the  author  himself,  as  far  as   be  is  con- 
nected with  the  work  only,   and  not  written 
bv  way  of  calumny  upon  him    as  an   indivi- 
dual ;  1  am  of  opinion  that  this  action  is  not 
maintainable.      But  if  you   are  of  opinion, 
lh.u  this  work  is  written  again^^t  this   author, 
as  a  man,  and  unconnected  with    bis   work, 
then,   my  opinion  is,  that  the  action  is  main- 
tainable.     We  do  not  find,  »hat  there  is  any 
ciiarge  here  on  account  of   the   work   being 
anonymous.     In  a  word,  if  you  are  satisfied, 
that  this  criticism  is  levelled  at  the  plaintifl's 


is  a  loss  tvhick  he  ought  I')  suitain.     It  is,  in 

short,  ihe  loss  of  fanie  and  pro/its,  to  which   j  work,  and  at  the  pluintitf  himself,    only 

/le  was  never  entitled;  and  the  person  \vho      '      ■  -    '     ■  '      -     •       -     i:  .j  :.. 

occp.sions  that  loss,  by  fair  ciiticiim.  is  not 

fruihy  of  (!iat  spocies  of  conduct  which  sub- 

ic'Cts  h'lca  10  an  a^iijn  iij  a  court  of  justice. 


i 


he  is  connected  with,  and  embodied  in,  the 
wt)rk,  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  must  taka 
the  consecjuences  of  it  :  and,  indeed  it  does 
not  appear  to  have  done  any  material  itijury. 
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as  appears  from  the  opinion  of  my  lord 
Mountnorris,  who  considered  tlie  criticism 
so  extremely  clever,  that  after  having  read 
it,  and  the  work  to  which  it  referred,  chap- 
ter by  chapter,  he  says,  "  I  should  have 
bought  the  one,  but  for  the  other  ;"  which  is 
equivalent  to  his  having  said,  that  he  thought 
fche  volum.e,  to  which  the  criticism  referred, 
not  worth  buying  ;  and,  if  you  think  so, 
gentlemen,  you  will  find  a  verdict  for  the 
defendants. 

One  of  the  Jury. — Is  there  any  thing  hi 
the  defendants'  book  of  a  libellous  tendency, 
by  way  of  personal  attack  on  the  character  of 
the  plaintiff,  unconnected  with  his  publica- 
tions ? 

Lord  FAlcnborouph. — -Something  has  been 
i"eferred  to  of  that  kind  ;  but  nothing  has 
been  laid  before  us  in  proof  of  it.  The 
plaintiff  appears  to  be  placed  in  a  ridiculous 
situation,  in  a  gronpe  of  figures.  He  might 
have  been  so  described  by  words.  If  any 
thing  had  been  said  of  this  plaintiff  reflect- 
ing on  his  character,  unconnected  with  this 
book,  I  should  ha^e  told  you  that,  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  have  been  a  libel ;  but  we 
have  no  proof  of  that. 

One  of  the  Jury. — If  it  be  contended,  that 
there  is  any  personal  reflect  ion  i.pon  ti-e 
plaintifFj  in  this  book,  unconnected  with  his 
writings,  we  mu:ot  go  through  the  contents 
of  it. 

Lord  Ellenlorough. — We  have  no  proof 
that  there  is. 

The  jury  without  a  itiinute's  consultation, 
returned  a — Verdict  for    the   D£?ENr>- 

ANTS. 

Lord  Ellenlorough. — I  hope  nobodj'-   will 
Understand,  from   the   result   of    this  trial,  \ 
that  there  is  the  least  countenance   given  to  | 
slander    nor    to   ridicule    any   author,    any 
more  than  any  other  individual,    nnless  snch  I 
ridicule  le  connected  ztith  his  tvorks,  and  the  I 
author  is  embodied  tvifh  his  tvork  ;  for  courts 
of  justice  areas  tender  of  the  moral    charac- 
ters of  all  men,  whether  they  be  authors  or  I 
not,  as  they  are  firm  in  maintenance  of  the 
right   of    every   individual,  to  give  a   free 
opinion,  on    euery  piiblication  of   a  literary 
work. 


Major  Cartwright   on  National 
Defence. 

Sir  ; — Yoit  very  rightly  estimated  the 
feelings  of  the  author  of  the  ^Egis,  when 
you  concluded  that  the  events  in  Spain, 
(which  have  >shevvn  how  a  nation  is  to  be 
defended,  and  how  Europe  is  to  be  deliver- 
ed) as  proving  that  the  principles  laid  down  in 
that  work,  w^e   the  principles  of  nature 


and  reason,    must   have  given   him    much 
satisfaction.     These  events  are  the  more  gra- 
tifying, inasmuch  as  he   shall  confess,  that 
he  had  not  contemplated  Spain,  as  the  coun- 
Irj'  in  wiiich  a  successful  resistance  to  France 
was  most  likely   to  originate.     The    grand 
aim  of  his  essay   was   to  awaken   his   own 
country  to  a  sense  of  her  danger,    in  trust- 
ing her  defence  too  much  to  a  standing  army  j 
as  well  as    to  the  excess  of  her  imprudence, 
and  even  criminal  indifference,  in  suffering 
lier  ministers   and  parliament  to  evade,  in 
respect  of  arming,  the  clear  principles  of 
the  constitution,  without  remonstrance   or 
expostulation.      Those    of    our    states.men 
who   talked   of  armed    citizens   being  only 
"  depositaries  of  panic,"  and   of  an    orga- 
nised population  being  to  a  regular  army  of 
invaders    "  an  unresisting   mediun'),"   may 
now  feel   that  thev  have  errors    to  acknow- 
ledge ;  but  the  author  of  the  yEgis  is  well 
content  with   the  Spanish  illustration   of  his 
English  text. — It  is  not  a  little  to  bis  purpo«« 
that,  prior  to  the  fall  of  the   Spanish   Bour- 
bons, and  the  Prince  of  the  Peace,  the  ar- 
mies  of  Spain  had  never  been  held  up  to  us 
as  models,  formed  in  the  school  of  the  great 
Frederick  ;  that    the   Corsican    had  artfully 
drav.n    the    fiower   of    the   Spanish    amy, 
,  sucii  as  it  was,  out  of  the  country,  and  em- 
ployed   it  in  the  north  of  Europe  j  and  that 
v/ith   his  influence  at  Madrid,  we  may    be 
sure  that  that  army  had,    for  a  considerable 
time  past,  been  neglected  as  much  as  possi- 
ble.    V*^e  knew  not,  indeed,  any  thing  of 
its  strength  ;  but  have  seen  no  evidences  of 
its  having  been  considerable.     It  hns    been 
stared  to  us,  tliat  Castanos  himself  was  at 
first  only  at  fhe«head  of  3  or  4,000  men  ^ 
and,  either  in    postscript   or  a   note  to  tha 
letter    of    our  own  commissioner,     Capt. 
Vvliittingham,    reporting  the  surrender    of 
Dupont  and  Wedel,  we  were  told  that  "  one 
"  half"  of  the  Spaniards  were  '*  peasant- 
"  ry."      Be    that,    hovvever,    as    it    ma\% 
we  have  grounds  for  understanding,  that  a 
junction  of  \\\t  English  force  of  f>,00()  men 
under  Gen.    Speiuer  was  offered,  but   de- 
clined by  Castanos,   who  felt  justly  c.-nfident 
of  his  strengt^h  ;   when   v,-e  know  the  firm 
and  dignirted   conduct   of  the  Sp^misras,  in 
I   declining  English  assistance  for  reducii>g  the 
I   French  flf;et   at   Cadiz,  our  piivate   inteUi- 
I   geiice  respecting  a   similar  conduct   in    the 
,'  ether  c.^se  becomes  the  more  credible.     Had  - 
I    Spain  betjw  provided  with    a   regular  force, 
in  any  degvee  considerable,  a  place  of  such 
importance  as  Saragossa  could  not  hnve  been 
I  wholly    without   them  ;     and     yet   Palafcx, 
I  Captaiji  General  of  Arragoa,  in   his  letter 
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to  the  council  of  Castile  after  tlie  retreat  of  | 

tlie    French    from   Madrid,  expressly  snys :  | 

Regarding  myself,  I  have  been  more  criti 


"  c.iliy  situated  than  any  other  comtDanJei", 
"  being  without  a  single  soldier,  and  placed 
"   uitiiin  immediate  reach   of  the   enemy, 
"  from  my  proxiuiity  to  his  frontiers,  and 
"  liable   to   bs    attacked   from     C.it.-.lonia, 
*'  Castile,  and  Navarre." — Although  Spain, 
so  diflcrenl  from  the  cas(?5  of  Prussia,  Aui. 
Iria,   and  Russia,  was  completely  taken  by 
surprize  ;  and  had  her  country,  from  Pam- 
peluna  lo  Cordova,  absolutely  in  the  power  of 
French  armies,  and  a  French  force  also  mas- 
ter of  Cadiz,  before   she  kn^w  that  Napo- 
leon was  her  enemy  j  yet,  to  her  immortal 
honour,  we  hear  but  of  one  instance  of  the 
armed   population,    which    of    course    had 
been  very  hastily   collected,  giving   way  in 
battle  3  and  even  then  the  disaster  produced 
no  ill  etiect ;  the  patriots  soon  rallicf^,  and 
the  French  veterans  were  shortly  after  con- 
quered  and  made   prisoners.     Even   where 
the  general  was  •'  without  a  single  soldier," 
so  far  are  wc  fiom  hearing  that  his  armed 
patriots  were  a  mere  "  depositary  of  panic," 
tlut  the   French  armies   in  their   repeated 
attacks      on      Sar.igossa     were     uniformly 
repulsed   with- great   slaughter;    and  Palu- 
fox    was    even     able     to     make    detach- 
ments "  to  Catalonia,  Navarre,  and   other 
♦'  provinces,"    as  he  himself   states.    The 
French  emperor  indeed,  like  a  certain  Eng- 
lish  statesman,    judging   an    armed  popula- 
tion,  to  be  '*  an  urire^iitifi^  medium  "  to  his 
inviacibles,    directs   liis  deputy   usurper    to 
-proceed  to  Madrid,  and  very  coolly  appoints 
the  time  for  his  arrival ;  but,  by  the  counter- 
luarch  which  was   so  precipitate,  as    barely 
to  allow  time  for  packing  up  the  stolen  rega- 
lia,   it  is  probable    those   two  great  men, 
Napoleon  and  Mr.  Windham,  may  by  this 
time    have  changed  their  opinion,  on    the 
subject  of  "  an  unresisting  medium.''     Very 
far  am  J  intleed,from  pretending  to  superior 
discernment ;   but,  I  lay  claim  to  have  point- 
ed out  ten  years  ago  the  rii^hl  means  of  eti'ect- 
ing   "    the   deliverance   of    Europe  j"    my 
words   were   these:   "  Turning  then    to  the 
"  mop,  we  see  Europe  of  a  size  to  take  care 
"  of  herself;  adverting  to  the  constitutions 
*<  of  the  governments  which  are  opposed  to 
"  each  other,  we  know,  that  it  is  by  alliance, 
"  not  with  the  Plnglish  treasury,  but  with 
*'  tl'.eir  own  degraded  subjects,  the  courts 
**  of  Austria,  Germany,  and  Muscovy,  may 
*'  efr'ectually  withstand  the  arms  of  France. 
"  Whether  the   frontiers  of  the  republic  be 
•*  maiked  by  a  Rhine,  or  a  rivulet,  it  were 
•*  iu  the  way  of  hostility,  equally  impassable 


'•'  to  her,  were  but  Germany  a  free  and  an 
*'  arm  fit  nation.*" 

A  stronger  contrast,  between  the  eflect  of 
right   and  of  wrong  principles  of  defence, 
than    what    we   have  witnessed  in  the  north 
and  the  south,  human  history  cannot  afi'ord. 
The  instruction   I  hope,  wiil  not  be  thrown 
away  upon  us.     Were  the  emperors  Francis 
and  Alexander,  ruling  over  about  sixiy  mil- 
lions of  thu"   Europe.m    poiiulation,  to  give 
their  debased  subjects  real  freedom,  by  the 
introduction    of   representative    assemblies, 
like   the   cortes  of   Spain,  or   the  house  of 
commons  of  England,  and  were  they  like- 
wise to  organize   what  we  call  a  posse  comi- 
tatus,  would    not  France  be  instantly  strip- 
ped  of  all  her  terrors  ?  Would  .'•he  not  then 
see  sprung  up  around  her  from  the  south  to 
the  north  of  Europe,  an  adamantine  wall  of 
warriors;  a  wall  she  could  nt.t  pass;  wani- 
ors  she  would  have  no  stomach  lo  provoke  ? 
— Could  any  longer  kings  or  emperors  trem- 
ble, when  the  Corsican  lion    put  out  a  paw, 
or   was  heard  to  growl  r     And  would  they 
not  then  contemplate   him  with   the  same 
composure  as  we  contemplate  a  caged  lion  in 
the  tov/er  ?  Would  the  licentious  soldiery  of 
France,  half  monkey  half  tyger,  any  longer 
scamper  over  all  countries  doing   ridiculous 
mischief  muigled  with    rapine  and  carnage, 
authors   of  human  calamity,  objects  of  hu- 
■man  curses  ?     Would  her  terrified  tributaries 
any  longer  submit  to  her  insufferable  arro- 
gaiice  ?     Would  any  prince  out  of  the  pr.le 
of  France  thenceforth  dare  to  play  ihe  ty- 
rant ?     Would  any  people  endure  it  ?  And 
would  not  the  Frencii  themselves,  too  little 
sed:;te  for  teachers  of  liberty,  then  be  taught 
it  ?     The   pillaging  occupation    of  their  ar- 
mies  gone,  they  would    no  longer  fe^l  the 
cutiC  of  conscription.     Their  vain-glorious 
humour  no  longer  played  upon  to  the  torment 
of  Europe,  and  their   energies  compressed 
within  national  limits,  those  energies  might 
be  expected    to  recoil  upon  the  artful  tyrant 
who  has  misapplied  them,  extorting  from 
him  that  sober,  solid  liberty,  of  which  his 
craft,  aided   by  their  vanity  and  vices,  has 
hitherto  defrauded  them. 

Such,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  the  rational  pro- 
cess for  eflecting  iiurope's  deliverance;  and 
as  infallible  as  it  is  simple.  On  no  other 
principles  can  it  be  effected.  As  to  a  mere 
balance  of  power  between  despots,  to  call 
that  by  the  name  of  deliverance,  would  be 
[  a  profanation  of  the  faculty  of  speech  by 
which  we  are  distinguished  from  brutes.  H 
I  Oi\  right  principles   we  cannot   be  aiding  iu 

*  Appeal,  2d  edit.  p.  269. 
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exleiiding  true  deliverance  beyond  the  Py- 
rennees,  let  our  country  cease  to  mingle  in 
the  counsels  of  despjtism  ;  let  her  decline 
its  pernicious  alliance;  let  her  not  repeat  her 
expensive  follies,  by  joining  in  its  corrupt 
and  h.ateiul  projects;  let  us  leave  the  weak 
and  the  wicked  to  fight  themselves  the  bat- 
tles of"  their  own  selfish  ambition  ;  cleaving 
with  warm  affection  to  our  new  allies,  and 
giving  them  our  best  counsel  and  our  best 
aid  towards  the  establishment  of  their  liber- 
ties. 

Spain,  having  for  her  salvation  snatche-d 
up  her  arms,  has  at  this  moment  actual  free- 
dom. The  mode  ®f  its  presesvation  is  sim- 
ple. She  has  only  to  give  permanence  to 
her  arms- bearing,  by  an  organization  of 
her  population  to  that  end,  on  the  principles 
of  an  Engliih  posse  comitatus;  and  to  reno- 
vate her  cortes  on  principles  equallv  simple. 
These  being  the  foundations  on  which  her 
future  liberties  must  stand,  her  first  cortes 
ought  to  assemble  under  instructions  from 
their  constituents,  to  make  these  the  primary 
objects  of  attention,  as  the  fundamentals  of 
tkeir  recovered  constitution.  Spain,  so  act- 
ing, will  have  nothing  to  fear  from  France, 
although  abutting  upon  her  very  soil  and  ter- 
ritory, all  the  way  from  the  Bay  of  Biscay 
to  the  Mediterranean  sea,  a  distance  (accord- 
ing to  some  maps)  of  nearly  three  hundred 
miles.  Could  this  be  the  case  with  any  des- 
potic government  so  circumstanced,  whose 
subjects  felt  nointerest  in  its  defence  ?  But 
armed,  free,  and  proudly  independent,  may 
Spain  stand,  despising  the  Corsican's  utmost 
power,  as  much  as  she  must  abhor  his  per- 
fidy, and  disdain  his  alliance.  What  she 
has  to  expect,  should  her  arms  and  her  free- 
dom be  again  neglected,  she  well  knows. 
With  such  an  ally,  so  strong  in  Europe,  so 
rich  in  America,  and  with  the  command  of 
the  ocean,  we  may  be  well  content.  But 
we  must  recollect  that  England  is  only  sepa- 
rated from  France  by  a  channel,  which,  as 
a  barrier,  is  more  easily  passed  than  the  Pv- 
rennees;  and  that,  unless  we  henceforth  en- 
ter with  this  ally  the  virtuous  lists  of  emula- 
tion, in  peifecting  our  own  security  through 
the  medium 'of  arms  and  liberty,  we  shall 
neither  do  our  duty  to  them,  nor  to  ourselves, 
nor  to  our  posterity. 

So  acting,  how  could  England  and  Spain 
be  long  without  peace  ?  And  so  continuing 
to  act,  must  not  such  peace  have  in  It  the 
principle  of  permanence,  whatever  miglit 
be  the  conduct  of  other  powers ' 

Should  the  despotic  sovereigns  be  too  void 
of  intellect,  and  too  much  the  tools  of  csr- 
rupt  statesmen,  to  be  capable  of  acting 
right,  that  cught  not  to   induce   us  to  act 


wrong.  If  too  inveterately  despolic  to 
make  their  people  free,  let  them,  say  I,  re- 
main themselves  the  slaves  of  the  Corsican  ! 
Not  with  my  consent  should  in  that  case  an 
English  guinea  be  spent,  nor  a  drop  of  Eng- 
lish blood  be  shed,  to  better  their  condition. 
If  too  much  of  tyrants  to  give,  for  the  sake 
of  their  own  emanc'ipation,  freedom  to  their 
people,  they  deserve  to  be  hurled  from 
their  thrones,  and  the  sooner  the  bet- 
ter. Should  that  happen,  their  subjects 
might  probably  enough  be  roused,  as  tha 
Spaniards  have  been,  to  assert  their  own 
rights.  Tame  and  patient  under  the  tyran- 
ny  lo  which  by  habit  they  have  submitted, 
French  impertinence  and  insolence  might 
prove  a  cure  for  their  phlegm,  and  provoke 
them  to  an  overwhelming  resistance  ;  which 
must  produce  that  deliverance  of  Europe, 
of  which  their  contemptible  sovereigns  had 
been  incapable. 

The  distinction  between  spurious  and  ge- 
nuine wisdom,  which  is  so  beautifully  in- 
culcated in  Scripture,  was  never  perhaps 
more  conspicuous  that  in  what  we  have 
witnessed,  touching  Europe's  deliverance. 
Sovereigns,  sratesmen,  generals,  and  the 
sages  of  diplomacy,  having  neither  thouc^ht 
nor  cared  about  honesty  and  morality,  much 
less  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  being 
confounded  by  the  failure  of  all  their  unna- 
tural projects,  are  completely  bewildered: 
but  the  moment  it  is  taken  up  by  a  people, 
as  a  question  of  human  right  and  human 
feeling,  the  mystery  vanishes,  and  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  object  with  ease  and  cer- 
tainty becomes  manifest.  This  is  one  of 
those  things  which,  although  long  hid  from 
the  wise  and  prudent,  is  now  revealed  to 
babes. 

As  expeditiously  as  could  reasoiiably  be 
expected,  we  see  all  the  provinces  of  Spain 
about  forming  a  common  janta,  for  giving 
union  arid  consistence  to  measures  for  the 
common  good ;  and  things  everywhere 
tending  also  to  the  formation  of  one  grand 
national  cortes.  Bat,  recollecting  v.'hat  thft 
sword  has  done  for  them,  they  must  never 
forget  their  obligations  to  it.  ■  Between  de- 
fence by  laws,  and  defen-ce  by  the  sword, 
there  is  this  distinction  :  the  former  can  be 
managed,  and  is  best  managed,  by  represen- 
tatives ;  but  the  latter  cannot.  The  nation 
wliich  hires  a  soldiery  to  fight  for  if,  gives 
itself  masters  instead  of  engaging  servants. 
Lcgiilationh  theofiTce  of  the  few,  selected 
for  wisdom  and  honesty,  and  requires  only 
periodical  meetings  in  a  single  hall  or  cham- 
ber :  but  defence,  whether  a^^^ainst  riot,  in- 
surrection, rebellion,  or  invasion,  is  equally 
the  business  and  the  duty  of  all  who  are  able 
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to  ise  a  weapon  ;  and  is  not  perfect,  unless 
there  be  pennaiient  and  equal  prepn ration 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places  ;  according  to 
the  admirabl':?  principles  of  our  posse  comi- 
tatus.  Every  couiiiry  imi^t  have  arms  and 
lawi,  that  is,  its  svv.jid  and  its  parchments. 
Jf  the  parchments  be  stolen,  the  sVord 
compels  ihe  robber  to  surrender  them  back  : 
but  when  t  i.?  sword  is  once  stolen,  the  rob- 
ber is  sure  to  take  the  parchments  also;  and 
a  government  once  become  dopotic,  soon 
becomes  weak.  Always  keeping  in  mind 
that  tiie  superior  energy  ot  the  French  army 
was  the  i.i:imedi3te  etfcjct  of  liberty,  and  was 
afterwards  kept  up  by  genius,  feeding  its 
vanity  with  victory  after  victory,  over  armies 
which  had  not  a  i.k?  energy.,  let  us  turn  oar 
attention  to  the  states  which  France  had  to 
encounter.  Had  the  feeblest  of  these,  Prus- 
sia, been  free,  we  may  easily  conceive,  from 
whit  we  havvi  seen  in  Spain,  that  her  repose 
would  not  have  been  disturbed ;  whereas, 
notwithstanding  the  high  reputation  of  her 
troops,  we  have  seen  her  conquered  even  be- 
fore the  envmy  entered  her  territorv  ;  and 
that,  b/  a  force  not  consisting  of  one  French- 
man to  fit'teen  Prussians  capable  of  bearing 
arms.  To  humble  Austria,  took  only  one 
man  to  twenty,  of  those  which  freedom 
would  have  brought  into  the  field  ;  as  to  re- 
duce Rissia  herself  to  a  condition  so  depen- 
dent that  a  saucy  Frenchman,  at  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  was  more  like  the  prime  minister  of 
the  Czar,  than  the  ambassador  of  another 
state,  did  not  require  one  French  soldier 
to  thirty  fighting  men  of  those  Fius  ians  who 
were  able  to  draw  the  sword.  Such  is  the 
radical  weakness  of  despotic  governments  ! 

While  warring  only  with  brother  despots 
theCorsican,  Sir,  seems  the  very  enchanter 
of  a  romance.  He  smites  the  pompous  ma- 
chinery of  his  foe,  it  is  shivered  to  frag- 
ments, and  he  iwarches  onward,  as  I  hough 
none  had  opposed  him.  But  the  moment 
he  meets  armed  freedom,  he  is  constrained 
to  halt,  his  enchant>r!ents  fail,  and  victory, 
under  whose  guidance  he  had  been  the 
scourge  of  tyrants,  now  waves  the  banner 
of  liberty  in  hoitility,  his  legions  arc  given 
to  the  edge  ol  the  sword,  or  to  captivity, 
and  himself  to  shama  and  anguish  of  .soul  ; 
those  very  legions  wtjich  had  mosved  down 
as  stubble  the  regular  deteuders  of  despotic 
thrones  become  themselves  stubble  to  em- 
battled p.itriots.  Thus  the  chains,  with 
which  the  perfidious  Corsic^n  thought  to 
have  irrevocably  bound  to  his  footstool  the 
Iberian  nations,  there  to  administer  to  hiu 
restless  ambition,  aro  suddenly  snapped 
asunder,  and  the  whole  secret  of  Europe's 
deliverance  is  teen  to  be — arms  and  liberty  ; 


— a  secret,  the  earlier  knowledge  of  which 
might  have  .saved  our  country  hundreds  of 
millions,  streams  of  blood,  and  no  small 
mo'-tification  :  and  what  most  it  not  have 
saved  to  the  suffering  continent  ? 

After  the  full  light  which  the  magnificent 
atchievements  of  the  S[)anish  patriots  has 
cast  on  the  question-,  of  national  defence 
and  European  deliverance,  we  must  b« 
curious  to  observe  the  future  conduct  of  our 
own  statesmen,  relative  to  those  objects. 
Will  they  beany  better  disposed  iha.i  here- 
tofore to  a  right  system  ?  Will  they  opew 
their  eyes  to  the  truth  ?  Or,  will  they  ob- 
stinately shut  them,  and  resist  convictioD, 
by  still  appearing  ignorant  that  liberty  is  the 
proper  motive,  and  arms  in  free  hands  the 
proper  means  ?  If  they  cannot  shew  that 
the  former  is  not  the  right  motive,  and  the 
latter  not  the  right  means,  how  can  they 
avoid  using  their  honest  endeavours  to 
reform  the  infamy  of  our  elections,  to  purg<^ 
the  land  of  its  abominable  borough  corrup- 
tions, and  to  renovate  the  ancient  vigour 
of  the  constitution,  in   its  posse  comitatus  ? 

Keeping  in  mind,  that  a  balance  of 
despotisms  is  not  a  deliverance  of  Europe,  I 
hope  that  Englishmen  will  be  no  more 
taxed,  for  hiring  emperors  to  fight  in  a 
cause,  in  which  triumphant  success  would 
only  rivet  more  closely  the  fetters  of  their 
own  miserable  subjects. — I  remain  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  C.\rtwrxght. 

Sfptember  6,   1808. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Russians  in  Fi.vland. — The  following  is 
extracted  from  one  of  the  official  Reports, 
describing  the  hideous  Proceedings  of  the 
Russians  in  Finland.  Dated  fViisa,  July 
14,    1808. 

As  soon  as  the  Swedish  troops  were 
known  to  approach  Wasa.  the  civil  gover- 
nor, Emine,  and  the  commandant  of  the 
town,  major-general  Kniper,  as  well  as  his 
deputy  major  Stegemnn,  decamped,  so  that 
major-general  DemidolF  had  the  command 
there  during  the  engagement;  when  this 
was  over,  and  the  Swedish  corps  had  re- 
treated, the  inhabitants,  who  had  been  ex- 
posed to  all  the  horrors  and  mischiet  of  a 
constant  fire  of  musquetry  and  cannon, 
which  killed  and  wounded  many  in  their 
houses,  expected  some  respite;  but  almost 
immediately  after,  general  Demidoff  gave 
orders  to  plunder  the  town,  which  was  done 
in  the  most  cruel  rind  diabolical  manner,  un- 
der his  personal  direction  and  presence;  and 
that  of  the  civil  governor  Emine,  and  gene- 
ral lyiipcr,  who  had  returned,  when  they 
found  that  their  army  had  retained  posses- 
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sion  of  the  place.  These  scenes  of  nmrdcr, 
wanton  cruelty,  and  devastation,  continiied 
until  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  without 
the  least  interinission,  except  for  a  lew 
hours,  while  lieut.-gen.  R,ijewski  happened 
to  stop  ill  his  way  through  the  town,  who  ex- 
pressed his  utmost  detestation  at  their  con- 
duct, and  gave  orders  that  the  sacking  and 
plundering  of  the  town  should  cease  ;  hut 
lie  had  no  sooner  left  the  town,  than  these 
murderous  proceedings  recommenced,  and 
the  soldiers  divided  ihernseives  into  larger 
and  smaller  bodies,  and  thus  occupied  the 
whole  town.  Their  usual  mode  of  pioceed- 
iflg  was,  to  lire  a  vollev  of  musquetry 
through  the  windows  of  the  houses,  and 
then  to  rush  in,  and  with  the  bayonet  de- 
stroy whoever  was  to  be  found  that  had  not 
time,  or  could  not  hide  themselves  in  the 
cellars,  under  straw  or  rubbish  in  the  barns, 
outhouses,  lofts,  or  garrets,  and  afterwards 
to  plunder  and  carry  away  whatever  was  of 
any  value. — All  windows,  furniture,  china, 
glassware,  and  evcny  article  that  could  not 
be  removed  to  answer  any  of  their  purposes, 
were  broken  and  utterly  destroyed,  and  all 
this  under  the  eye  and  presence  of  the  otfi- 
eers,  who  went  about,  and  encouraged  them, 
calling  out  dobra  (bravo),  raruscho  (charm- 
iKg).  No  distinction  whatever  was  made 
as  to  churches  or  a  hovel,  between  the  high- 
est or  lowest  of  the  people  ;  ladies  of  dis- 
tinction, v.t)men  and  children  of  all  sorts, 
the  sick  and  wounded,  the  aged  and  prison- 
ers of  war,  all  fared  alike,  all  were  treated 
in  the  most  inlmman,  cruel,  and  detestable 
manner,  and  all  were  plundered.  The  sup- 
plications, upon  their  knees,  with  tears  and 
intreaties  of  many  of  the  most  respectable 
ladies  in  the  town,  to  obtain  safeguards,  was 
treated  by  that  worse  than  wild  tyger  f,en. 
Demidoti',  and  that  complete  monster  in  hu- 
man form,  governor  Emine,  who  were  gal- 
loping through  the  streets  to  give  vigour  and 
activity  to  the  havoc  and  devastations  carried 
on  by  the  soldiers,  v/ith  a  broad  grin  of  con- 
tempt, or  the  most  brutal  conduct,  and  at 
best  with  unmanly  threatenings,  "  that  if 
they  ventured  to  say  a  word,  the  town  shoui4 
be  burned,  and  levelled  with  the  earth." — As 
a  barefaced  excuse  for  these  cruelties,  and 
for  this  irreverence  to  the  Swedish  nation, 
the  Russian  commaiider  aliedged  that  son-'e 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  had  tared 
from  their  houses  on  the  Russian  troops — nn 
accusation  equally  fake  and  unground<?d  as 
the  report  circulated  by  .some  evil-minded 
persons,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
had  fired  from  the  windows  on  the  Swedish 
troops.  All  weapons  in  the  town  and  be- 
longing to  private  persons  were  long  before 
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j  t^ken  from  the  inhabitant.'?,  so  th.-3t  none  ot 
j  tliem  had  a  single  fire  arm  left. — In  the 
country  about  the  town,  the  conduct  of  the 
enemy  was  no  less  cruel  and  barbarous  ;  they 
plunderedand  burned  villages,  destroyed  fields 
and  meadows;  insulted  the  unhappy  inh.abi- 
tantsjjj  inconsolable  widows  and  mourning 
children}  fathers,  sons,  brothers,  and  friends, 
carried  away  and  punished  in  the  most  abo- 
minable manner  ;  grief,  lamentation,  misery, 
and  despair,  and  the  town  itself,  formerly  so 
flourishing,  now  plundered,  are  the  hrst  ob- 
jects that  present  themselves  to  the  traveller, 
and  inform  him  by  what  sort  of  enemy  these 

places    have    been    visited N.    E.    Vox 

ScHouLTZ. — Dep,  Id.  lieut.  of  the  county  of 
Wasa. 

PoRTVGAL.  ~^  Pmc/rnnation    ly    the    Cnm- 
manders   in    Chief  of   his   Brilanvic  Ma- 
jesty's Forces,  eu'ployed  (0   assist  the  loi^- 
al  Inhabitants  of  the  Kingdom  of  PorlU' 
gal.     Dated  Lavos,  Aug.  4. 
People  of  Portugal, — The  ti.me  is  arrived 
to  rescue  your   country,  and   to  lestore  the 
government    to  your  lawful  prince.      His 
Britannic  majesty,  our  m.ost  grscious  king 
and    master,  has,     in  compliance  with    the 
wishes  and  ardent  supplications  for  .succouf 
from  all  parts  of  Portugal,  sent  to  your  ai-d  a 
British  army,  directed  lo  co-operate    with 
his  fleet  already  on  your  coasts. — I'he   Eng- 
lish soldiers  who  land  upon   your  shores,  do 
so  with  equal  sentiments  cf  friendship,  faith, 
and  honour. — Tlie  glorious  strucrgle  in  which 
you  are  engaged  is  for  all  that  is  dear  to  m^n^ 
the  protection  of  your  wives  and   children^ 
the   restoration  of  your  lawful    prince,  the 
independence,   nay,  very  existence,  of  your 
kingdom,  and  for   the  preservation  of  your 
holy  religion  :   oojects   like  these   can   otilv 
be  attained   by    d'stinguished   examples    of 
fortitude  and  constancy. — The  noble  stru2:gle 
against  the  tyranny  and  usurp.^tion  of  Fr^mce 
will    be  jointly     maituained     by    Portugal, 
Spain,  and  England,  and  in  contributing  to 
the  succe>;s  of  a  cause  so  just  and   g!orion.s, 
the  views  of   his   Britannic  majesty  are  tha 
ssime  as  those  by  which   you  are   yourselves 
animated.      (Signed)     Ch.\eles     Cotton. 
Arthur  Wellksley. 
Proclnmaiion   of    the  General  comrnanding 
th'.'  Portuguese  Army,  to   the   Soldiers    of 
the  Frujich  Armti  in  Portugal. 
Soldiers  of  ihe  l-'.-nch    army!   The  mo- 
ment is  now  arrived  to  speak  openjy  to  those 
w  ho    hitherto  have  refused   to  Hsten  to    the 
language    of     reason.   '    Open    your    eyes, 
Sokliers,  to  the   deep  abyss  of  evils  which 
have  grov/n   under  your  i'-^Qt,  through  the 
foolish  afip/oitiou  of 'your  emperor,  the   im« 
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policy,  the  avarice,  the  sanguinary  b-irbarity, 
of  your  generals.  Listen  to  the  voice,  the 
cry  of  an  army  which  has  proved  a  man 
inay  be  a  sohijer,  and  yet  hum  me  ;  that  in 
the  same  lieart  may  be  united  the  most  in- 
trepid bravery,  \vith  religion  and  morality. 
"What  do  you  hope  for  from  the  Portuguese 
armies,  the  brave  English,  or  the  high- 
spirited  Spaniards,  our  dear  allies,  sworn 
enemies  to  your  government,  which,  with 
the  greatest  atrocity  has  outraged  the  one  and 
persecuted  the  other  !  —'lb  torge  chains  Ibr 
your  country,  or  to  perish  in  the  lieid  of 
battle.  What  a  frighllnl  alternative!  it  is 
nevertheless  your  fate;  but  an  allied  and 
betrayed  prince  !  but  an  hospitable  and  pii 
laged  people  !  but  a  pacific  and  assassinated 
ration,  demand  our  vengeance  !  There  re- 
mains but  one  wayof  avoiding  so  ciuel  a  cala- 
mity !  Abandon  your  colours,  come  Aud 
join  our  army.  If  you  do  so  in  the  natne 
of  the  prince  and  in  the  name  of  the  people, 
1  promise,  that  you  shall  be  treated  as  friends, 
and  that  you  shall  one  day  have  the  pleasure 
of  returning  to  your  friends  and  to  your 
families,  who  are  distracted  with  grief  at 
having  lost  you.  Tlie  advice  can  neither  be 
considered  as  contrary  to  honour  or  duty,  if 
it  is  properly  understood.  But,  soldiers,  if 
there  be  any  among  you  who  are  so  insen- 
sible to  the  sweet  emotions  of  religion  and 
humanity,  that  they  will  not  leave  their 
posts — (such  monsters  are  at  least  a  heavy 
burden  to  the  universe) — they  are  well  wor- 
thy of  the  cause  they  defend,  and  the  re- 
compence  that  awaits  ihem.  Soldiers, 
make  your  determination  while  you  liave 
an  opportunity — ours  is  made.  Dqied  at  the 
Head-quarters  of  the  Portuguese  Army, 
Aug.  10,  180S.  (Signed)  Beknakdim. 
Fkeire  D'Andkada. 

Victory  of  the  Bkitish  Army  in  Tor- 
T'JGAi,. — From  the   London    Gaxellc  Ex- 
traordinary, concluded  from  page  4  1(5. 
Lieut,  col.  G.  Tucker,  and  licut.  col.  Ba- 
thurst,  and  the  officers  in  the  departments 
ot  the  adjutant  and  quarler-master-Rcneral, 
and  lieut.   col.  Turrens,  and  the  ottkenj  of 
my  personal  staff,  rendered  me  the  greatest 
Jvssisiance   throughout   the  action.— I   have 
the  honour,  &c. —  (Signed)  A.  Wellesley. 
N.B.  Since   writing  the  above,  1   have 
been  infomied  that  a  French  gen.  officer, 
supposed  to  bs  gen.  T'.,':bault,  the  chief  of 
the   staff,  has   been    found   dead    upon  the 
field  of  battle.     A.  W. 

Return  of  Kill,>d,  Jtau7ided,  and  Mii<:ing  of 
the  ylrmy  ■under  the  Command  of  Liei/le- 
tiant-Gineral  thetiijhl  hon.  Sir  A.  trelies- 
ley,  K.  B.  on  the  2  \st  of  Aut^ust,  1 808. — 
IkadquarUrs,  yindcra. 
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Gen.  Staf^",  i  capt.  wounded. — Royal  ar-f 
tillcry,  2  rank  and  tile  killed;  2  rank  and 
file,  2  horses,  wounded. — Royal  engineers,  I 
lieut.  missing.— 20th  light  dragoons,  1  lieut. 
col.  \g  rank  and  file,  30  hor.ses,  killed; 
2  Serjeants,  22  rank  and  file,  10  horses, 
wotmded ;  I  capf .  1  drummer,  9  rank  and 
file,    1  horse,  n)issing. 

Is(  brigade,  major-gen.  Hdl. — 5th  foot, 
none  killed  or  wounded. — pth  foot,  none 
killed  or  wounded.— 3Sth  foot,  none  killed 
or  wounded. 

2d  brignde,  major-gen.  Ferguson. — 36th 
foot,  7  rank  and  file  killeti  ;   l  capt.  3  lieuts. 

1  ensign,  I  ';tn(f,  1  serjeant,  1  drummer, 
34  raok  and  file  wounded ;  1  serjeant,  I 
rank  and  file  missing. — 40th  foot,  (i  rank 
and  file  killed;  1  capt.  1  lieut.  2  Serjeants, 
2s  rank  and  file  wounded ;  6  rank  and  file 
missing. — /Kst  foot,  12  rank  and  file  killed; 

2  capts.  4  lieuts  1  ensign,  I  statf,  6  Ser- 
jeants, 86  raiik  and  file  wounded. 

3d  brigade,  brig.  gen.  Nightingale. — 2yth 
foot,  2  rank  and  file  killed  ;  1  capt.  1  ser- 
jeant, 10  rank  and  file  wounded. — 82d  foot, 
1  lieut.  7  rank  and  file  killed;  2  seijeants, 
51  rank  and  file  wounded. 

4th  brigade,  brig  gen.  Bowes. — 6th  foot, 
none  killed  or  wounded. — 32d  foot,  none 
killed  or  wounded, 

5th  brigade,  brig.  gen.  Craufurd. — 45th 
foot,  none  killed  or  wounded. — 9 1st  footj, 
none  killed  or  wounded. 

6ih  brigade,  brig.  gen.  P'ane. — 30th  foot, 
1  capt.  1  serjeant,  18  rank  and  file  killed  j 
1  major,  3  lieuts.  1  serjeant,  1  drummer, 
61  rank  and  file  wounded  ;  2  rank  and  file 
rnissing. — 5th  bat.  60th  foot,  14  rank  and  file 
killed  ;  2  lieuts,  1  .serjeant,  31  rank  and  file 
wounded;  10 rank  and  fil'>  missing.— 2d  bat. 
95lh  foot;  1  serjeant,  5  rank  atid  file,  killed  ; 
I  ensign,  13  rank  and  file  wounded;  3 
rank  and  file  missing. 

7th  brigade,  brig,  gen,  An<;truther. — 2d 
bat.  yth  foot,  3  rank  and  file  killed  ;  1  ser- 
ji'r'.nr,  14  rank  and  file  wounded. — 2d  bat. 
43d  foot,  1  serjeant,  26  rank  and  file  killed; 
1  major,  3  lieuts.  5  seijeants,  2  drumm.ers, 
63  rank  and  file  wounded ;  I  drummer, 
12  rank  and  file  missing. — 2d  bat.  52d  foot, 

3  rank  and  file  killed  ;  1  lieut.  2  Serjeants, 
31  rank  and  file  woundj^d  ;  2  rank  and  file 
missing. — 97ih  foot,  4  rank  and  file  killed; 
1  major,  1  lieut.  2  Serjeants,  14  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

81  h  brigade,  brig  gen.  Ackland, — 2d  or 
queen's,  1  serjeant,  6  rank  and  file  wound- 
ed.— 20th  foot,  1  lieut.  killed;  1  lieut.  5 
rank  and  file  wounded;  1  rank  and  file 
missing. — Royal  stalf  corps,  none  killed  or 
wounded. 

Total,  1  lieut.   col.   1   capt.   2  lieuts.  3. 
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Serjeants,  128  rank  and  file,  30  horses,  kil- 
led j  3  majors,  lOcapts.  JQ  lieuts.  3  ensigns, 
2  staff,  27  Serjeants,  4  drummers,  406  rank 
and  file,  1 2  horses,  wounded ;  1  capt.  1 
lieut.  1  Serjeant,  2  drummers,  46  rank  and 
file,    1  horse,  misiing. 

Names  of  Officers  Killed,   Wounded,  and 
Missing,  on    the    21s/    of  August,   1803  — 
Gen.    Staff,   cipt.    Hardinge,    of  the  57th 
foot,  deputy  assistant  qaarter-master-general, 
wounded.  —  Royal   engineers,     first   lieut. 
Wells,  inissinsr. — 20lh  light  dragoons,  licut. 
col.  Taylor  killed  ;  capt.  Eustace  missing.  — 
20th     foot,    lieut.     Brooke    killed ;     lieut. 
Hogg  wounded. — 29th  foot,   brig,  major  A. 
Creagh  wounded. — 36th  foot,  capt.  Herbert 
slightly  woundedj  lieuts.  Hart,  Lought,  and 
Edwards,  slightly  wounded;    ensign  Bosell 
slightly  wounded;  lieut.  and  adjutant  Poveah 
severely   wounded. — 40th  foot,  capt.  Smith 
slightly   wounded ;  lieut.  Frankeley  slightly 
•wounded. — 43d  foot,  major  Hearne  wound- 
ed ;    capts.   Ferguson,  Brock,   and   Haver- 
field  wounded;   lieut.    Madden   wounded; 
ensign  Wilson  wounded, — 50th    foot,  capt. 
A.  G.  Cooke  killed  ;    major  C.  Hill  wound- 
ed ;    lieuts.  J.   Kent,   J.   Wilson,    and   R. 
Way   wounded. — 52d   foot,    capt.   Ewart 
wounded  ;   lieut.  Bell  wounded. — oOth  foot, 
lieut.  C.  Kirk  wounde<l;  L.Reilh  wounded. — 
71st,  capt.  A.  Jones  slightly  wounded  ;   ma- 
jor Mackenzie  slightly  wounded;   lieut,  J. 
D.   Pratt   severely   wounded;     lieuts.    W. 
Hartley,  R.  Dudgeon,  and  A.  S.  M'Intyre 
slightly     wounded;     ensign    W.    Campbell 
slightly  wounded  ;  acting  adjutant  R.  M'Al- 
pine  severely  wounded.-— 82d,  lieut.  R.. Don- 
kin,  killed. — 95th,  lieut.    Pvatt,  wounded  ; 
ensign    W.    Cox,    wounded. — 97th,    major 
J.   Wilson  wounded}    lieut.  E.  Kettl^well 
wounded. 

Abstract  of  the  above  return. — 4  officers 
killed,  37  officers  wounded,  2  officers  mis- 
.sing,  3  non-commissioned  officers  and  drum- 
mers killed,  31  non-com.missioned  officers 
and  drummers  wounded,  3  non-commission- 
ed officers  and  drummers  missing,  128  rank 
andfile  killed;  466  rank andfile  wounded, 46 
rankandfilemissing;  43  hoiseskilled,  wound- 
ed, and  missing. — Total  officers,non-commis- 
sioned  officers  and  drummers,  rank  and  file, 
and  horses,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
783— G.  B.  Tucker,  Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

Return  of  Ordnance  and  Amnamition  take?i 
in  tkeActinnof  the '2\st  instant. —  I  six-poun- 
der, 4  four-pounders,  2  tiiree-pounders,  6 
five-and-half-inchhowitzers.  2  ammunition 
waggons.  21  Portugueze  ammunition  cars.  40 
horses.  4  mules.— The  above  is  only  the 
cumber  already  received  in  the  park  :  but, 
from  several  accounts,   there  are  eight  moie 
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taken  from  the  enemy.  The  smmunition 
waggons  and  cars  contain  a  portion  of  pow- 
der, shells,  and  stores  of  all  descri'jtions, 
and  about  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  musket 
ammunition  —  W.  IIobe,  Lt.  Col.  com- 
manding Royal  Artiilery. 


Spanish  Revolution.  —  (Continued  from 
p.  405.) — Official  AccouiU  of  the  Surren' 
der  (f  General  Duponl.  Dated  Baylen, 
July  22,    1808. 

To  His  Excellency  Don  F  H.  Castanos, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Aimy  at  An- 
dalusia. 

Most  Excellent  Sir, — Subsequently  to  the 
dispatch  wtiich  I  had  the  honour  to  transmit 
to  your  excellency,  on  the  17th  in^t.  relative 
to  the  attack    made   by  the  division    under 
my   command,    oji    that   of    Gen.    Gt^bert 
(killed   in  the  action),  which  was  dislodged 
from  all  the  positions  it  had  oocupied,  as  far 
as  the  proximity  of  Baylen,  and  completely- 
defeated,  and  to  the  motives  which  had  in- 
duced me  to  fall  back   on    Mei  jibar,  I   re- 
passed on  the  evening  of  the  same  day   the 
river  of  Guadalquivir,  and   took  a    position 
on  that  night,  in  which  I  was  joined    next 
morning  on  the  18th  by  the  second   division 
under  the  command  of  the  Camp-Marshal 
the  Marquis   de  Compigny.       V/e  jointly- 
broke  up  for  that  city,   wi<h   a  view  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  if  he  occupied  it. — Imme- 
diately on  my  arrival,  in   compliance    with 
your    excellency's    orders.     I   disposed    tha 
columns  of  attack  with  a  direction  to  Andu- 
jar  ;  but  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the    19th,     and    when    our   troops    where 
forming  for  the  march.  Gen.  Dapont,  with 
his  army,  attacked  our  camps,  and   opened 
a  fire  with    his  artillery,  in    the  hopes  un- 
doubtedly  of   taking  us  by   surprise  ;     but 
with  the  celerity  of  lightning,  the  troops  of 
the  diffiijrent  divisions,  led  on    by  their   in- 
trepid chiefs,  repaired  to  all   the  points  of 
attack,  assisted  by  artillery  ;'the  shack  was 
so    vehement,    that   the   first  company    of 
horse,  and  also  foot,  suffered  greatiy  from 
the  enemy.     At  the  break  of  day  our  troops 
were  already  in  possession  of   the   height?, 
which  they   had  occupied    before,  and  the 
enemy  attempted  his  attack  on  various  parts 
of  the  line,  having  the  advantage  of  form- 
ing his  columns  under  the  cover  of  our  fire, 
by  the  superior  position  he  occupied,  under 
protection  of    his  artillery  — He  has    been 
driven  from  all  points,  and  even  pursued  in 
defiance  of  all  his  vigorous    attacks,    which 
he  reiterated  without  any  farther  interrup- 
tion than  what  arose  from  occasional   reces- 
sion   and    the  formation    of    new  columns, 
until  half-past  twelve  o'clock  of  the  day. 
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when,  overcome  by  faligue,  without  having 
been  able  to  gain  gronnd,  although  he   had 
at  intervals  broke  our  lines  of  defence  with 
the  courage  peculiar  to  troops  so  accustomed 
to  vanquish^  and  even   arrived  at  our  bat- 
teries, which  were  served  on  this   day  in  a 
manner   that   astonished    and   terrified  the 
enemy,  and  of  which  thsre  are  few  paralitl 
vinstances,  as  they  not  only  instantaneously 
•lismouuteJ  his  whole  artillery,  but  annihi- 
lated every  colamn  in   measure  as  they  pre- 
sented themselves,  siill  protecting  the  points 
attached,  and  varying  its  positions  according 
Jo  the  pKigency  of  circumstances. — The  last 
attack   v.'as  made  by   Gen.   Dupont,  who, 
with  the  other  generals,  placed  himself  at 
the  head  of  the  colums,  under  the  fire  of 
the  artillery,  and  was  sustained  with  a  firm- 
resB   truly  admirable,    biit   with  no  better 
iuccesis,  for  by  the  account  on  the   eneniy, 
he    had    fourteen    guns    dismounted,    two 
thousand   men   killed,  and  a   vast   number 
wounded,  among  whom  are   Gen.  Dupont 
himself,  with    two  other  generals — Under 
such  circumstances  Gen.  Dupont   begged  to 
capitulate.       Hostilities    were    accordingly 
suspended  in  both  armies  and  it  was  stipula- 
ted that  each  should  maiii'ain  its  respective 
position.     The  fruits  of  the  valour  and  per- 
severance of  the  generous  troops  that  com- 
pose these  two  divisions,  are  the  total   rout 
of  the  enemy,    the  army   of  Dupont  being 
made  prisoners,  and  that  of  Wedel    being 
subject'jd  to   the  same  fate,    without    any 
other  distinction  than  that  of  the  latter  re- 
«eiving  their  arms  at  the  tims  of  their  em- 
Lnrkalion   only,    for  having   taken   position 
against  military  law,  during  the   suspension 
of  arms  conceded  to  him  and   to   i;is  com- 
niander-in -chief. — The  camp-marshal   mar- 
quis  de  Compigny,    chief    of    the   second 
division,  has  not  only,  in  concert   with  me 
in  the  direction  of  the    movements  of  this 
day,  contributed  to  their  successful   termi- 
nation,   but  having   selected   the  coips  of 
which  I  have  made  mention,  he  led   them 
in  person  to  the  hottest  points  of  the  three 
general  attacks,    and  secured   by  his  judg- 
ment and  giilJant  example   tiic   said   happy 
result. — Brig.  Gen.  Dun  Francisco  Benegas, 
chief  of  the  van  of  my  division,  placed   on 
ray   rigi)t   wing,    dispensed   v.iih  skill,  and 
much  presence  of  mind,  the   proper  oorps 
and  artillery  «n   all  the  poinlii  attacked  by 
•he  enemy,  and  ably  conlributed   10   repel 
liim  in  all   his  partial   successive  attacks,  as 
■well  as  in  the  last  geuernl  and  obstinate  one, 
by  which  he   attempted  to  turn   the   said 
wing,  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  attack- 
ing the   centre. — [The  remainder    of    this 
tiooament  is  ruarely  recommendaiory  of  the 


regiments  and  individuals  who  distinguished 
themselves  on  the  occasion.] — (Signed) 
Redinr. 

Letter  from  the  Most  Illustrious  Senor  Don 
Raphael  'J/inmns,   Bishop   of  Snn lander, 
and  Regent  of  the  Province  of  the  Mon- 
taigncs,    to  the  right  lion.  Lord   Castle- 
resgh,    Principal  Secretary   of  Slate  to 
his  Britannic  Majesty.     Lated  Cumillias, 
near  Santander,  July  23,   1808. 
My  Lord  ; — Having  been  appointed  re- 
gent  of    the  province   of    Santander,    and 
president  of  the  general  assetnbly   thereof, 
which,  in  the  name  oi  Ferdinand  the  seventh, 
governs  and  defends  it  against  the  invasion 
of  the  French,  or  rather  against  that  mon- 
ster of  all  monsters,  Napoleon  Buonaparte  : 
— I  feel  the  utmost   satisfaction  in   having 
the  honour  in  quality  of  regent,  of  mani- 
festing to  your  excellency  the  high  respect 
and  sincere  gratitude,  which   (in  common 
with  all  this  province)  I  owe  to  the  magnani- 
mous sovereign,  of  whom  your  excellency 
is  deemed  worthy  to   be   minister,  for  the 
frank    intercourse,    and  generous  supplies, 
tendered  by   the  British  nation  to  this  pro- 
vince,   by  major   Roche,    in   his   mi'jesty's 
name. — Nothing  caq  contribute  more  strong- 
ly to  cement  the  hannony  and  amicable  in- 
tercourse which  happily  now  exists  between 
both  nations,  than  such  generous  conduct  : 
or  can   contribute  more  tlfectually  to  shake 
ofi'  the  oppression  which  Spain  labours  un- 
der, owing  to  the  artful  intrigues  ot  that  in- 
famous chief  of  robbers,  assisted  by  our  an- 
cient bad  government. — It  will  be  a  sourceof 
infinite  gratification   to    me,  and  to   every 
good  Spaniard,  to  see  a  cordial  and  recipro- 
cal good  understanding  established  between 
Great  Britain  and  this  country. — I  beg  leave 
to  repeat,  mv  lord,  my  best  acknowledge- 
ments for   what    has  already    happily  taken 
pl.ice,  and   to  express  my  hopes  that  your 
f.v.rellency  will  encourage,   by  such  means 
as  shall  appear   most  expedient,  a  commer- 
cial intercourse    between    both  nations,  un- 
der  the    protection  of  a    British  fiag  j  and 
here  I  owe  it,  in  justice  to  the  commanders 
of  his  majesty's    ships  upon  this  station,  to 
say,  that  ihey  have  the  strongest  claims  to 
our  esteem,  for  having   shewn  every  dispo- 
sition to  promote  tlie   intentions  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  -,   but,  more  particularly,  I 
beg  to  have  t!ie  houour  of  recommending  to 
your  excellency's  notice  major  Roche,  whose 
exertions  in  fulfilling  his  majesty's  gracious 
and  generous   views  towards  this  country, 
have  been  unremitting — and  who,    in    iho 
frequent  intercourse  I   have  had  with  him, 
has  conducted  himself  entirely  to  my  wishes. 
— Accept,  aiy   lord,  the  assurances  ot  my 
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gratitude,  respect,  and  consideration  :   and 
may  the  Almiglity  prosper  ail  your  excellen- 
cy's undisrtakings ! — Raphael  Thomas. 
Flight  of  King   Josetth.     From  the   Oviedo 
Gazetie  Exiraordinary. 
Madridl,  Aug.  2. — On  the  39Lh  ult.  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  it  was  reported 
that  Joseph   Napoleon  was    mnrching,  and 
tiiat  all  the  troops  in  the  city  were  following 
Jiim.     This  report    was  confirmed   by    the 
movemcntamade  by  the  French  milliners  and 
all  those  of  ihat  naiion   who  did  not  belong 
to  the  army.     The  same  evening  they  with- 
drew from  the  hoso'tals,  and  conducted    to 
Retiro  all  the   intirai  f-.oldiers,     They  put  in 
requisition  all   the  cuTiagfi;  and  horses  that 
could  be  found,  and  the  troops  prepared    to 
march.     In  fact,  that  very  night  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  30tl),  a  greater  part  of  the 
army,  the  sick,  milliners,  tradespeople,  &c. 
of  the  French  nation  set  out.     On  the  whole 
day  of  the  30th,  i  here  followed  preparatiou- 
for  the  march  of  Joseph  and  the  remainder  ot 
the  arrny.     He  dined  at  half  past  four  in  '.he, 
afternoon,  in  order  to  proceed,  inthedu-k, 
to  sleep  to  Chamartin.     The  carria^^es  were 
harnessed,  and  repaired  to  the  court  of  the 
palace,  but  the  coachman  and  mule-drivers^ 
and  most  of  the  attendants  of  the  royal  car- 
riages had  disappeared  !    On  which  account 
Joseph  could  not  depart  that  night,  and  was 
obliged  to  suspend  hiS  journey  to  the  morn- 
ing of  theSl^r,  vv'hen  h&  departed  on  horse- 
back, as  he  was  unable  to  put  the  carriages 
in    motion.      The  same  morning  he  to;.>k 
from   the  stables  all  the  mules,  horses,  and 
harness,  and  shamefully  sold  all  at  the  lo\^-eit 
price.     In   the   evening  of  the   same  day, 
jthey  forced   open   the  gates  of  the  public 
treasury    and  bank,  putting   the   people   ia 
such  terror,  that   v/e  jnssed  a   most  anxious 
night,  thinking  that  a  genera!    pillage    was 
about  to  fake  place      They  took  from   these 
buildings  above  fourteen  millions.     At   two 
in  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant  was  heard 
a  cannonade,  which,  though  at  first   it  was 
taken  for  a  fatal  signal,  was  in  fact  but  the 
precursor  of  the  brightest  and   happiest  day 
that  evaf  rose  over  INIadrid,     On  this  signal 
all  the  guards   were  withdrawn,  and  all  the 
French  filed  ofF  towards  the  parade,  whence 
they  marched  off.     Scarcely  did  day  appear, 
■when  all  the  people  ran  through  the  streets, 
and  the  posts  of  the  guards,  but  nothing  was 
-to  be  found.    They  passed  to  the  Retiro,  and 
there  they  found  only  a  few  dying  wr^-fches, 
snd  here  and  there  a  dead  body.     They  be- 
held with  amazement,  the  ditches,  pallisa- 
does,  and  terrible  batteries,  directed  against 
ilhis  city.  The  gun-carriages  were  in  fliunes, 
^bove  70  cannon   were  spiked,  and  about 
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2000  barrels  of  powder  thrown  into  a  large 
pond.  The  inhabitants  of  Madrid,  on  see- 
ing themselves  delivered  from  this  destruc- 
tive apparatus,  gave  thanks  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  and  immediately  began  to  assume 
for  their  badge,  the  portrait  of  Ferdinand 

vir. 

Madrid,  A.ug.  6. — Yesterday  the  junta  of 
council  and  alcaldes  of  the  court,  ordered 
that  every  one,  from  the  age  of  16  to  50, 
should  immediately  enlist  and  take  up  arms  j 
but  v/e  are  assured  that  this  Order  will  not  be 
put  in  force,  owing  to  the  arrival  of  two 
aids-de-camp  from  General  Castanos  ;  and 
to-morrow  a  Te  Deum  is  to  be  sung,  It 
seems  thi  French  have  taken  the  road  to 
Navarre  :  and  besides  having  put  their  mules 
and  horses  to  feed  on  our  corn,  they  have 
b.irned  all  the  In.dian  corn,  and  sacked  the 
towns.  This  is  the  manner  in  which  these 
ung'-ateful  wretches  have  repaid  us  for  the 
reception  they  get  from  us ;  but  this  ought 
not  to  astonish  us,  as  they  do  not  regard  the 
welfare  of  their  own  nation  A  well  known 
milliner,  infills  city,  sough,  the  protectioa 
of  herown  coufttryUK?^,  and  proceeded  witk 
the  army,  carrying  with  her  many  millions, 
the  fruit  of  the  ridiculous  Spanish  taste  for 
French  fashions  ;  but  oa  the  road  her  pro- 
tectors robbed  her,  violaied  iier  person, 
and  afterv/ards  murdered  her  !  A  party  of 
Andalusian  smugglers  v.-ho  left  this  place  in 
pursuit  of  the  French,  were  fortunate 
enough  to  overtake  some  suttlers  that  were 
with  the  army,  and  took  from  them  700,000 
rejls  with  other  effects.  Two  close  coaches 
entered  here,  and  went  immediately  to  the 
ne-,v  palace,  where  they  left  the  equipage 
ihat  ti;ey  were  conducting.  They  went 
afterwards  to  the  jail  of  this  city,  where 
they  lodged  the  people  that  were  in  the  car- 
riages, without  our  being  able  to  know  to 
this  motnent  who  they  were. 

RTadrid,  Aug.  10. — The  armies  of  Va- 
lencia and  Arragon  entered  this  city  yester- 
day. They  came  with  the  intention  of 
driving  out  the  French,  and  have  now  fol- 
lovv'cd  them  towards  the  frontiers.  All  the 
troops  that  were  in  the  garrison  have  accom- 
panied them,  so  that  the  police  of  this  citv 
is  now  carried  on  by  the  inhabitants,  from 
which  duty  no  one  is  exempt,  not  even  the 
ecclesiastics. — An  enlistment  has  been  or- 
dered, comprizing  all  males  between  the 
ages  of  15  and  '^O,  without  any  exception. 
— The  24th  will  be  a  grand  day  in  this  capi- 
tal and  its  vicinity,  for  on  that  day  Ferdinand 
the  Vllth  will  be  proclaimed  here  and  at 
Tolec'o. 

Madrid  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

This  was  pubiiehei   in   consequence  ef 
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umulfs  taking  plnce  after  (he  departure  of 
the  Fiench.  \Ve  can  only  gite  the  sub- 
stance. It  is  signed  by  the  governor  Don 
Bnrtolome  Munoz.  It  commences  with  an 
animated  appeal  lo  the  Cnstilian  charncter, 
and  beseeches  the  people,  ?.t  a  moment  when 


[4;2 


connt  of  til e  immensity  of  baggage  and  in- 
cumbrances, arising  chii-tly  from  tiie  spoli- 
ation ofhis  majesty's  palaces  and  the  town, 
which  tliey  iiavc  plundered,  as  well  as  the 
general  treasury  and  treasury  of  con^olida- 
lion. — Grf.gokio  De  La   Cuesta. — Qaar- 


Fame  is  publishing  tlie  glorious  victories  of  j   ters  general  at  Munoz,  Aug.  .5d  160S. 


their  brotlicr  Patriots  over  tlie  invincibles  of 
Marei'go,  Austerlitz,  and  Jena,  not  to  stain 
the  reputation  of  the  country  by  distur- 
bances. It  then  proceeds. — "The  fate  of 
the  innocent  victims  of  the  2d  May,  whose 
blood  is  still  smoking  on  our  ground,  ought 
to  warn  us.  Tlie  infamous  perpetrator  has 
escaped  us  (Mural),  but  the  vengeance  of 
Heaven  will  overtake  him." — The  gazette 
corfcludes  with  orders  for  raising  men  in  the 
tliftervnt  p:uishcs,  and  regulations  of  much 
energy  connected  with  this  measure.  It  en- 
acts that  an  alcalde  shall,  v.iih  a  notary,  go 
round  each  parish,  and  in  a  book  enter  the 
names  of  those  who  may  voluntarily  enlist, 
specifying  their  age  and  occupation,  their 
■wish  either  for  the  infantry  or  cavalry,  what 
description  of  arms  they  may  be  in  pos- 
sessif)n  of,  and  whether  they  undertake  to 
sib.ist  theuiselves,  or  demand  pay.  Those 
■who  do  no;  protTer  personal  service,  are  to 
specify  whether  they  will  undertake  to  sap- 
jply  arm.s,  money,  or  clothing  It  is,  how- 
ever, intimated,  tliat  if  their  couniry  shall 
■want  their  services,  all  from  the  age  of  15  to 
£0  shall  be  enlisted  without  regard  to  their 
consent  or  refussl.  Such  persons  as  hsve 
already  been  in  the  army,  are  to  specify 
•whether  ihey  are  incapable  of  further  ser- 
Tice,  and  the  rank  *hey  formerly  held. 
His  Excel lenry  Do?i  Grcgorio  De  La  Cuesla 
To  ihe  Junta  ofSulamancn.^ 
Excellent  Sirs  1  The  general  directory  of 
the  port  of  Madrid  has  under  yesterday's 
date  communicated  to  me  by  express,  that 
on  th.e  30th  day  of  July  a  considerable  stjr 
was  observed  among  the  French  troops  in 
the  capital,  amounting  to  22,000  men, 
which  announced  a  general  retreat,  which  is 
sltiibutcd  to  tlic  disturbances  in  their  go- 
Ternment,  and  to  the  notice  which  they  had 
received  of  the  capitulation  of  their  army  in 
Andalusia  under  the  command  of  geticral 
Dupont.  Within  0"4  hours  of  their  having 
been  appri.sed  of  such  event,  they  haveetiect- 
cd  their  departure  from  the  cnniial,  with  all 
lL'>  sick  that  were  able  to  follow  together 
with  all  tiie  French  natives  resident  in  Ma- 
drid ;  so  that  the  capital  has  been  completely 
freed  of  all  Frenchmen,  of  whatever  cha- 
racter or  description  :  Ev^en  the  last  divi- 
fiion  passed,  on  the  first,  by  the  Inn  de 
Pesadiila,  distant  four  leagues  from  the 
court.     Their  march  will  be  slow,  on  ac- 


Trail  of  Geverositij  of  an  Englishinon. 

Letter  addressed  to  Messrs.  D :)n  Channel 
Benito  de  Cannedo,  and  Don  Felixe  Gon- 
zalez Pola,  citizens  at  this  roval  consulate  of 
Corunna  : — Corunna,  August  10. — Gentle- 
men,— You  will  be  pleased  to  receive,  and 
deliver  in  my  name,  the  sum  of  reals  Veillon 
45, I/O: 1 7  to  the  supreme  Janta  of  this  king- 
dom, in  order  to  the  same  being  employed 
as  they,  together  with  the  existing  autho- 
rities in  Spain,  which  have  f<)rmed  a  com- 
mon cause  against  France,  shall  best  direct. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  Frederic 
Grelt-ot,  of  London. 
Circular  Letter  trarismilied  l-i/  the  Council  of 

Castile  lo  the  several  provincial   Govern- 
mentsof  the  Country,  dated  Madrid,  Aug  4. 

Excellent  Signer  ; — Madrid,  which  has 
groaned  during  more  than  four  months 
under  the  heavy  and  irresistible  yoke  of  the 
French  army,  begins  to  breathe  again, 
through  an  especial  interference  of  Divine 
Providence  j  and  the  council  which  could 
not  fail  to  be  involved  in  a  great  degree  ia 
the  consequences  of  this  subjection,  avails 
it;eif  of  the  first  moments  of  its  liberty  to 
state  its  sentiments  to  your  excellency.  It 
is  certain,  that  these  cannot  but  correspond 
with  the  immutable  loyalty  and  the  indeli- 
ble love  of  justice  and  reason  which  always 
constituted  its  character,  and  have  gained  it 
in  all  times  the  contidenceof  the  nation.  It 
is  this  wliich  has  supported  them  in  the 
midst  of  the  greatest  dangers,  and  added 
firmness  to  the  constancy  vvith  which  they 
refused  to  recognise  the  king  whom  the 
most  monstrous  perfidy  had  designated  from 
them,  further,  perhaps,  than  circumstances 
justified.  Till?  supreme  tribunal  does  not 
doubt  that  your  excellency  will  be  convinced 
of  this  trull),  as  well  as  oi  the  sincerity  with 
which  it  has  now  the  felicity  to  be  able 
openly  loavov/,  that  firm  resolution  which 
it  h;id  always  kept,  lo  support  with  all  its 
power  its  lawful  sovereign  and  his  rights, 
and  those  of  the  nation,  as  declared  by  the 
law.  The  sentiments  and  desires  of  the 
most  faithful  city  are  the  same,  and  the 
Council  submits  them  to  the  general  judg- 
n)eiit  of  the  nation.  At  thesametime  that 
it  carries  into  cfTc-ct  all  the  means  wd)ich  the 
present  critical  circumstances  permit,  it  will 
adopt,  in  conjunclion  with  you,  the  plan 
and  measures  of  defence  which  may  be  prac- 
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ticable — weak  and  insufficient,  certainly, 
as  its  own  resources  aie  without  the  prompt 
^and  efficacious  aid  whitth  it  promises  itself 
from  your  excellency. — -With  respect  to  the 
measures  of  another  kind  whioh  without 
doubt  will  be  necessary  for  the  salvation  of 
the  country,  and  its  elevation  to  that  rank  to 
which  it  rose  in  the  times  of  its  prosperity, 
it  belongs  to  the  council  merely  to  rouse  and 
excite  the  authorities  of  the  nation,  with 
which  it  will  co-operate  by  contributing  for 
the  general  welfire,  its  intluence,  its  coun- 
selj  and  its  knowledge.  As  it  is  not  possible 
to  adopt,  under  the  present  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances, the  expedients  pointed  out  by 
the  laws  and  customs  of  the  naiion,  the 
council  will  not  occasion  delay  by  elaborately 
suggesting  wdiat  might  perhaps  be  the  fit 
means  of  fixing  the  representation,  and 
ascertaining  the  opinion  of  the  nation;  and 
confines  itself  for  the  present  to  the  indica- 
tion of  a  measure  in  which  it  would  concur 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  viz. — that  your 
excellency  would  be  pleased  to  send,  with 
the  greatest  dispatch,  deputies  who  enjoy 
your  entire  confidence,  and  who,  acting-  in 
concert  with  the  persons  named  by  the 
Juntas  of  the  other  provinces  and  the 
council,  might  confer  on  this  most  impor- 
tant object,  making  such  arrangements  that 
all  projects  and  expedients  proceeding  from 
this  common  centre  mny  be  as  expeditious 
as  the  end  to  be  attained  rnay  reijuire. — 
Your  excellency  has  displayed  such  striking 
proofs  of  your  constant  attachment  to  the 
king  whom  Providence  has  given  us,  and  of 
your  ardent  zeal  tor  the  honour  and  fidelity 
of  the  nation,  that  the  cour.cil  cannot  but 
expect  with  entire  confidence,  that  your 
sentiments  will  concur  with  those  of  the 
other  provincial  Juntas,  to  whom  it  has  this 
day  transmitted  the  present  manifesto  :  and 
that  you  will  continue  to  evince  the  same 
solicitude  and  zeal  you  have  hitherto  shev/n, 
as  well  in  dispatching  to  the  council  and 
capital  the  prompt  aid  of  troops,  which  will 
shelter  them  from  fresh  oppression,  as  in 
uniting  the  aid  of  your  authorily  and  ability 
to  that  of  his  supreme  council,  in  concerting 
measures  for  the  defence  of  the  whole  nation. 
May  God  preserve  your  excellency  many 
years  ! 
Piodamalion  of  the  Council   of    Castiff,  to 

the  People  of  Madrid,  on  the  Depaituie 

of  the  French. — Aug.  5. 

Generous  and  worthy  people  of  the  ca- 
pital of  Spain  !  The  council  addresses  you  ; 
and  before  it  states  its  bentimcnis  to  you,  it 
asks — are  you  capable  of  availing  .ynurselv<'s 
ot  the  misfortunes  of  your  country  in  the 
critical  st.'ite  in  which  It  dow  is,  kj   perturb 


SOS.— OJicid  Papers.  [474 

its  tranquillity,  and  add  to  lh,e  calamities  of 
its  situatioa  ?  Your  noble  conduct  corres- 
ponds, as  might  be  expected,  with  the  va- 
lour and  virtue  which  form  your  character. 
The  council  rejoices  that  you  follow  the  ad- 
vice it  formerly  gave  you,  and  that  you  trnst 
in  its  paternal  solicitude.  Continue,  faith- 
ful Spaniard.-,  to  be  calm,  that  the  worthy 
chief,  and  the  magistrates  who  preside  over 
you,  may  meet  all  thu  dangers  wh.ich  cau 
occur,  and  fulfil  with  exactness  all  tlicir  ob- 
ligations. When  fame  admires  and  publish- 
es the  victories  of  our  valiant  countrymen 
over  the  invincibles  of  Marengo,  Austerlitz, 
and  Jena,  it  is  not  possible  that  you  could 
comtnit  the  shamet'ul  act  of  warming  your- 
selves by  the  conflagration  of  their  houses 
and  eflecis.  Such  actions  would  fill  with 
horror  the  virtuous  armies  which  are  sur- 
rounding us  for  our  protection.  They  ha\-e 
left  their  properties  to  defend  oursj  Cv.ej 
have  abandoned  their  hearths,  and  been  la- 
vish of  their  lives,  because  they  would  not 
endure  the  -slavery  of  our  good  king,  and 
the  death  of  the  monarchy  ;  and  it  is 
through  their  efforts  only  that  we  are  free 
from  a  perfidious  enemy  who  persecuted  ns. 
We  are  not  so  perfidious  (you  will  answer), 
that  while  they  are  approaching,  covered 
with  glory  and  the  blood  of  the  enemy,  we 
should  forget  our  obligations,  and  occupy 
ourselves  solely  in  judging  arbitrarily  of  the 
fidelity  and  conduct  of  our  fellow  country- 
men. This  is  the  language  of  ho.iour, 
which  cliaracterizes you  :  do  not  forget  it. 
Yes !  it  is  the  malevolent,  who  cover  their 
depredations,  their  conflagrations,  and  their 
homicides,  on  such  mournful  cccasicns, 
with  the  pretext  of  justice,  without  reiiect- 
ing,  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  any  one  to  be, 
of  his  own  authority,  the  administrator  of 
justice.  The  supreme  tribunal  assures  you, 
that  if  there  have  been  amo;ig  us  any  trai- 
tors ta  their  sovereign  and  their  country,  it 
will  avenge  their  crimes,  and  if  they  merit 
it,  cast  them  away,  as  unworthy  of  the 
name  of  Spaniards.  Judge  no  o!ie,  for 
that  renders  yoid  hable  to  sacrifice  many  in- 
nocent. Adore  Divine  Providence,  which 
has  known  how  to  humiliate  in  an  instant 
the  proud,  and  which  wdl  as  little  suffer  to 
remain  unpunished  incendiaries  and  assassins. 
— Vv^jrrhy  citizens  1  good  men  !  and  tree 
patriots  !  Arm  yourselves  against  the  ini- 
quity ot  those  who  purpose  to  grow  rich 
with  your  property,  the  price  cf  the  sweat 
ot  your  brows.  The  council  watches  for 
your  safety.  Lend  them  aid,  and  impeach 
those  who  assume  the  false  title  of  neigh- 
boars,  but  are  mere  vagabonds,  who,  fiying 
from  before  their  o>vn  magibirates,  cunceiil 
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their  vicfs  amid  the  confusion  of  the  capi- 
tal. Aheady  your  vittnrioiis  countrymen 
are  near,  crowned  with  laurels,  which  will 
rot  fade  in  thecour.se  of  future  ages.  All  Europe 
has  been  surprised  at  the  progress  of  their  rapid 
victories.  iVrragon,  Catalonia,  Valencia,  An- 
dalusia, LaManchn,  Plstramadura,  Murcia, 
Carthageua,  Castile,  Jycon,  Asturias,  San- 
tandur,  and  Gallicia,  have  shed  around  them 
never  fading  glory.  Already  they  have  rais- 
ed numerous  arn:iies ;  already  they  have  de- 
fended the  principal  points  of  Spain  ;  alfea- 
they  have  secured  the  chief  maritime  ports,  j 
and  captu'ed  ships  and  squadrons  at  Cartha-  , 
We  owe  all  to  God,  and  oar  h?.dy, 


await  you,  to  embrace  you,  and  proclaim 
you  our  deliverers.  O  how  happy  that  day  ! 
how  irue  that  joy  !  Wipe  a  .'ay  your  tears, 
you  disconsolate  widows,  and  you  wretched 
orphans,  who  have  lost  those  whom  you  lov- 
vcd  !  Your  fathers,  and  your  faithful  hus- 
bands, died  in  the  field  of  honour,  in  the 
defence  of  their  country  ;  they  perished, 
but  their  memory  shall  net  perish.  Here 
you  will  me-it  with  generous  and  grateful 
Soul:i,  \vho  will  provide  for  your  mainte- 
nance, as  your  hu'b.inds  and  fathers  provi- 
ded for  theirs.  The  Spanish  nobility  are 
distinguished  for  their  generosity  and  great- 
ness cf  soul,  and  will  not  dany  a   debt  as 


gena 

the  Virgin,  who  havcprotected  ourcanse.  Let  |  flattering  is  it  is  just,  God  grant  that  no 
us,  therefore,  cast  off  our  lethargy,  and  pa-  evil-minded  persons  may  frustrate,  by  theii 
rify  our  manners,  which  were  arrived  al-  j  excesses  and  rapine,  such  laudable  inten- 
most  at  the  pitch  of  complete  eontiption.  '  tions,  and  till  tliis  city  with  lamentation  and 
Let  us  ackr.owledge  the  calamities  which  i  mourning.  Worthy  neighbours  !  it  is  for 
the  kingdom  and  this  great  capitnl  have  en-  j  you  we  act:  live  in  confidence  that  thd 
dured,  as  a   punishment  necessary  for  our  \  council  and  all  ihe  magistrates  of  this  capi 


correjtion.  Ihe  innocent  victims,  whose 
blood  has  streamed  from  their  native  soil, 
have  implored  forgiveness  for  us.  The  one 
immortal  and  omnipotent  God  of  armies  has 
heard  their  supplications,  and  is  appeased. 
Will  it  be  just  that  we  should  now  conmiit 
new  abominations,  robberies,  insurrections, 
and  excesses  ?  There  cannot  be  a  being  of 
so  great  ingratitude  as  to  think  this.  Unite, 
virtuous  Spaniards,  to  receive,  as  soon  as 
possible,  the  reward  of  your  heroic  fidelity. 
— The  government,  and  the  faithful  pro- 
vinces, will  be  filled  with  joy,  when  the 
council  exhibits  before  you  and  all  Europe 
the  constant  firmness  with  which  the  men 
cf  honour,  ihe  most  elevated  nobility,  the 
superior  tribunals,  and  the  chiefs  of  the 
nation,  have  sustained  your  cause,  and  the 
rights  of  the  throne.  Not  a  few  individuals 
among  them  have  been  led  by  fraud  and 
force  far  beyond  the  limits  of  Spain  ;  and, 
though  without  liberty,  and  exposed  to  the 
severest  insults,  they  have  proved  the  in- 
flexibility of  their  loyalty,  and  the  religious 
purity  of  their  opinions.  Distrust  even 
their  signatures,  which  have  been  circnl.itcd 
:imong  you,  and  wait  with  patience  for  the 
testimonies  of  their  conduct.  The  princi- 
pal author  of  these  calamities  is  free,  and 
beyond  your  jurisdiction  ;  but  heaven  will 
not  permit  him  to  remain  unpunished. — 
And  you,  ye  victorious  ar.mies  of  Spain  I 
fly  and  protect  this  capital  which  longs  for 
you.  Till  then  it  has  no  other  defence,  than 
in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  recent 
departure  of  the  enemy.  Let  us  together 
prostrate  ourselves  before  thi2  sacred  aU-^rs 
of  our  God,  and  return  him  thanks  for  his 
wonderful  mercy.     Here  your  fat'iers,  yo  ir 


tal  will  protect  you,  and  will  deliver  over 
the  guilty  to  the  severest  punishment.  God 
grant  that  there  be  no  occasion  to  draw  thfe 
sword  of  justice  ;  let  it  be  employed  against 
the  enemies  of  the  nation — against  the  op- 
pressors of  our  liberty,  and  against  those 
who,  violating  their  promise,  avail  them- 
selves of  our  defenceless  state  tosacrifice  us. 
May  it  please  Heaven  to  grant,  .speedily, 
the  fulfilment  of  those  desires  which  are 
engraved  on  the  hearts  of  all  Spaniards,  and 
those    of  its    council!   —  D.    Bartolome 

MUNOZ, 

Pi'odamation  to  the  Biscayans. — Dated 
Billon,  Jug.  6. 
Ncble  Biscayans ! — The  bitter  grief  which 
oppressed  your  hearts,  at  seeing  your  native 
land  threatened  with  the  odious  yoke  of  the 
most  cruel  slavery,  has  at  length  broken 
through  the  barriers  which  the  irresistible 
force  of  circumstances  had  imposed  upon 
you  ;  yes,  your  sufferings  are  now  at  an 
end ;  and  a  generous  youth,  full  of  holy 
ardour,  are  flocking  with  eagerness  to  their 
standards. — You  called  forchief^to  command 
you  ;  and  you  now  see  placed  at  your  head 
men  celebrated  for  their  talents  and  military 
knowledge,  who  will  conduct  you  as  it 
were  by  tiie  hand  to  victory.  The  creation 
of  a  presiding  junta,  to  direct  your  of>era- 
tions,  has  been  one  of  the  principal  objects 
of  your  careful  .Tttention.  Here  you  possess 
it,  addressing  you  in  the  language  of  truth. 
— Inhabitants  of  Biscay  !  cast  your  eyes 
back  on  the  ages  which  have  pas.-ed,  and 
you  will  see  your  ancestors  at  one  time  re- 
pulsing the  Carthaginian!?;  at  another  de- 
stroying the  hosts  of  Rome  ;  at  one  period 
was  (Ti-;inted  to  them  the  honourable  distinc- 


tn^thcrsj  your  brothers,  and  your   fric^iid.*,   i  lion  of  serving  in  ths  v.in  of  tiic  armfj  at 
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another,  the  privilege  of  citizens.  Imitate 
the  glorious  examples  of  yoar  so  worthy 
progenitors. — Yet  know  that  absolute  sub- 
oruination  to  your  chief,  and  seventy  of 
discipline,  are  the  first  of  martial  virtues, 
■without  which  none  can  present  themselves 
with  the  hope  of  success  in  the  plains  of 
honour.  Ihejunta  promises  itself  that  you 
will  possess  them  in  an  eminent  degree. — Let 
the  unholy  voice  of  party  passions  for  ever 
disappear  from  among  you  :  and  let  the 
suggestions  of  envy  hold  no  sway  in  your 
bosoms.  No  ;  let  a  perfect  and  indissoluble 
union  reign  among  you.  Your  interests  are 
the  same — the  sentiments  which  animate 
you  alike — and  the  cause  which  you  defend, 
common.  Will  yon,  therefore,  seek  to 
turn  your  force  against  your  brethren  and 
countrymen,  and  to  give  the  victory  to  your 
enemies  ?  Perish  so  disgraceful  an  idea  ! 
Let  the  liberty  and  property  of  individuals 
be  most  relisciously  respected,  and  let  the 
province  of  Biscay  preserve  the  purity  of  its 
customs,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  din  of 
arms. — Biscayans  !  The  religion  of  your 
fathers,  according  to  whose  holy  maxims 
you  have  been  educated — the  country  ta 
which  you  ovt^e  your  existence — the  Lord 
(or  Sovereign)  which  the  constitution  and 
the  laws  have  prescribed  to  yon — these  are 
the  important  objects  which  claim  your  at- 
tention, and  oblige  you  to  march  oat  to  the 
glorious  conflict.  Cim  you  bear  to  be  the 
victims  of  one  man's  ambition  who  has  en- 
deavoured to  enslave  all  Europe  ?  No  ; 
you  were  not  born  fur  slavery. — Hasten  then 
to  give  the  most  undoubted  proofs  of  your 
valour  and  patriotism,  and  rely  upon  all  the 
ai'.istance  which  the  junta  cun  atTord  you. 
May  your  temples  be  surrounded  with  lau- 
rels of  victory,  and  your  name  be  immor- 
tal in  the  annals  of  Biscay !  (Signed) 
D.  Mathias  Herreko  Prieto.  I).  Juajj 
JiSFPii  DE  Yekmo.     D.   Fracisco  Borja 

UrTADO      DE      CofiCUBRA,      &C.         D.    JoSE 

Xavier  de  Goitia,  Secretary  of  the  Juntai 
Froclamation  <if  our  Hnly  Father  Pope  Pius 
yil,  to  the  Catliuhc  Spaniards. 
Beloved  Children  ; — You  who  deplore  at 
the  foot  of  the  altar  the  wounds  given  to 
religion — You  who  are  still  niindtul  that 
we  form  one  people  of  brethren,  join  we, 
the  vicar  of  Christ ;  approach  ye  families, 
(he  remnant  of  vast  destruction,  to  tiie 
throne  of  my  predecessors,  to  see  me,  like 
Daniel,  surrounded  by  lions  ;  preserved  hi- 
therto by  the  inscrutable  designs  of  Provi- 
dence— I  see  the  vessel  of  St.  Peter  entrust- 
ed to  my  care  combated  by  the  fierce  apos- 
tate, whom  myself  have  placed  on  the 
throne,  and  who,  like  a  degenerate  son, 
paats  for  the  destruction  of  his  mother,  the 
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church,  to  wliom  he  had  sworn  fidelity  at 
her  ait.ir.  But  let  us  draw  otl"  the  veil  that 
co\ers  so  great  iniquity.  The  first  victim 
that  was  sacrificed  to  his  ambition  has  been 
your  shepherd,  Rome,  the  centre  of  faith 
and  the  shield  of  religion,  has  been  prosti- 
tuted. The  idol  Dagon  has  been  united  t6 
the  cruel  Antioch  of  our  days  to  accomplish 
the  destruction  of  religion,  which  is  the 
great  bar  to  his  perfidious  designs.  However, 
do  not  despond.  The  successor  of  St.  Peter 
is  still  extant,  though  overwhelmed  with 
affliction  ;  groaning  under  his  chain?,  he 
lifts  his  eyes  and  tremulous  hands  to  heaven, 
imploring  incessantly  the  protection  of  the 
God  of  hosts  over  his  flock  ! — Oh  !  the 
happy  effects  of  religion  !  In  this  fatal  si- 
tuation, my  soul,  penetrated  with  Christiaa 
feelings,  learns  with  trauKport  and  surprise, 
that  Spain,  happy  Spain,  has  remained  trne 
to  her  religion  aud  king.  I  hasten,  ray  be- 
loved cliildi  en,  to  surmount  the  shackles  by 
which  I  am  deptessed,  to  transmit  to  your 
kingdoms  tlie  circular  that  will  testify  to 
you  of  my  gratitude.  Arouse,  and  combat, 
like  David,  the  imperious  Goliath  of  our 
times, — Valorous  Spaniards,  sens  of  the 
church,  come  and  break  the  chains  of  year 
shepherd.  Already  my  heart  assures  me  of 
your  sensibility  J  do  not  tarry;  raise  the 
standard  of  faith  ;  victory  invites  yen  ;  co.me 
tJien  to  your  brothers  in  bondage.  Raise 
your  tents,  and  pursue  the  usurper  of  na- 
tions. Enter  into  the  heart  of  his  domi- 
nions, and  follow  him  to  the  remotest  li- 
mits of  the  earth.  Shew  to  the  nations  of 
the  North  that  oppression  is  in  its  agony, 
and  let  the  Spanish  sword  strike  the  decisive 
blow  on  the  guilty  head.  Compassionate 
the  ill-fated  kirigdom  of  France,  condole 
with  its  people,  and  they  will  assist  you  to 
overwhelm  her  traitorous  tyrant.  Olf,  with 
what  transport  Vv'ill  the  Catholic  Ferdinand 
learn  the  intrepidity  and  heroic  loyalty  of 
his  subjects  !  The  streight  situation  to 
which  he  is,  like  myself,  doomed,  pre- 
cludes the  means  to  him  of  manifesting  the 
sentiments  of  his  magnanimous  heart,  I 
feel  not  the  strength  of  saying  more.  If  I 
survive  the  calamity,  and  you  spill  your 
blood  for  religion,  your  country  and  mo- 
narch, to  whom,  1  supplicate  from  heaven  all 
happiness,  the  world  shall  be  witness  to  my 
gratitude. 
The  Supreme  Council  of  Castile  to  the  Cap'. 

General  of  Arro^aii .  —  Aug.  4,   ISOS. 

Sir — After  having  laboured  for  four  suc- 
cessive months  under  the  most  grievous  cp- 
pression,  this  capital  has  at  last  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  be  liberated  i\on\  the  numerous 
French  troops,  which  had  invaded  its  pre- 
cincts  and   viciiiry.      The  council    wbict^ 
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has  groaned  under  their  gaUing  yoke,  would 
tleeni  itself  WfiBting  to   ils  dii'y,  if,  nccre 
diting  you  and  your  gallant   companions  in 
arms  as  tlie  deliverers  of  the  country,   it  did 
not  hasten  to  ni.initest  to  you  its  satisfaction, 
and  the  sentiments  with  which  it  hath  been 
constantly  animated,  and  has   the  happiness 
lo  express  at  present.     From  the  fir.->t  mo- 
ment of  its  liberation  it  has  taken  all  t!ie 
measures^  tl.at  circumstances  have  allowed, 
to  direct  to  the  common   cause,  the  loyalty 
and   ardent  vows  of  this  faithful  capital  and 
its  whole  district;   these   however,  for  the 
present,   will   not  be  such  as  the  zea!  of  the 
council  and  of  this  city  would  wish  ;  they 
tvill  be  insufficient  to  the  putting  them   free 
from    fresh    opressiou. — The  council  doubts 
not  but  your  excellency  will  coincide  wiih 
theifi  in  this  request,  and  contribute  to  the 
safety  of  the  capital  and   its  public  depart- 
inents,  with  all  the  efficacy  in  your  power  ; 
and  the  illustrious  proof*  of  zeal  and  conduct 
already  most  amply  by  you  manifested,  are 
a  sufncient  assurance  to  them  that  you  will 
adopt  the  means-to  the  exigency  of  the  cir- 
cumstances.— To  bis  excellency-the  Captain 
General  of  Arrogan,  Don  Josepli  de  Rilafox 
y  Melzi. — By   command   of  the  council. — 
■  Arias  INIon, 
Answer  of  his  Excellency  the  Captain    Ge- 
neral of  Arragon,  Don  Josvpk  De  Pula- 
fox  y  Mclxi,   to  the  Council  of  Castile. 
The  noiitication  which  you,  under  date 
of  the  4th   instant,  have  communicated   to 
me   in   the   name   of  the   counril,   and   of 
■which   I    had   already   the  knowledge,  has 
afforded    me  the  most  heartfelt  gratification. 
Considering  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ca- 
pita], who  have  endured  the  most  intolerable 
vexation,  owing  to  their  loyal  attachment 
td  their  sovereign,  which  will  eternally  re- 
dound  to   tht'ir  honour,  are  now  freed  of 
their  invaders,  it  gives  alike  to  me,  and  to 
the  good  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom  univer- 
sally, cause  of  happiness  and  exultation. — 
The  unalterable  integrity  of  the  council,  the 
dignity  of  its  ministers,    and  the  wise  policy 
of   wh.ich  there  has  been  ere  now  ample  de- 
monstration, has  rendered  that  court  respect- 
able even  abroad.     In  the   melancholy   cir- 
cumstances in    which  Spain  has  been  placed 
by  the  most  unparalleled  treachery  recorded 
in  history,  this  court   has   not    fulfilled    its- 
duties  ^  mjuy    of  the   individuals   of  which 
it  was  cou)poscd  have  most  satisfactorily  jus- 
tified themselves,  whilst  otliers,  perhaps  al- 
lured by  the  seducive  promises  of  the  enemy, 
or  enstraincd  by  the  perversity  of  their  dis- 
position,   have  either   remained   irresolute. 


or  even  taken  part  against  their  own  country: 
of  this  I  liave   had  sufficient  evidence,  and 
to   ruy   inexpressible  sorrow   liave  I  known 
them   direct   the  operations  of  the  enemy, 
and  witne.>^sed  them  approach  with  effrontery 
the  walls  of  Saragossa,  write    inflammatory 
papers,  and   propagate  doctrines  dishonour- 
able to  the  Spanish  name. — I  am  aware  that 
the  council  has  not  been  at  liberty  to  act 
freely,  and  that  they  have  been  constrained 
to  serve  only  as  organs  of  the  dispositions  of 
that  execrable  government ;    but  the  general 
will  of  the  nation  having  once  been  expres- 
sed, it  would  have  been  highly  important  if 
they  had   transferred  themselves  to  the  pro- 
vinces, and  made  common  cause  with  them, 
were  it  only  to  withdraw  their  sanction  from 
the  circulation  of  the  scandalous  and  deceptions 
writings  which  have  made  their  appearance  : 
and  to  this  no  insuperable  obstacle  appears 
to  me  to   have   stood  in  their  way ;  or  had 
there  bet^n  any,  the  common  interest  and 
welfare  of  the  nation   ought  at  any  rate   to 
have  risen  paramount  to  every  private  specu- 
lation.— It  is  now   nearly  two  months   that 
this  city   has  been  encompassed  by  the  ene- 
my ;  by  the  baseness  of  whose  conduct  we 
discern  that  they  make  crime  their  study. 
To  rapine,  violence,  turpitude,  and  iniquity, 
they  have  added  ferocity,  by  sacrificing  even 
infants— the  sick  and   wounded;  nay,  their 
very   benefactors.      They   have  bombarded 
this   heroic  city   in   a   cruel   manner;    and 
though   their   irruption    into   this  kingdom 
has  been  well  avenged,  we  have,  neverthe- 
less, not  repulsed  them  without  spilling  the 
blood  of  many  a  brave  and  virtuous  defender 
of  the  country,  and  without  involving  ma- 
ny others  in  distress.     Regarding  myself,  I 
have   been  n^ore  critically  situated  than  any 
other  commander,  being  without  one  single 
soldier,  and  placed  within  immediate  reach 
of  the   enemy,  from  my  proximity  to  hi.s 
frontiers,  and    liable  to  be  attacked  at  once 
from  Catalonia,  Castile,  and  Navarre;  but 
in  despite  of  all,  our  love  for  king,  country, 
and  religion,  has  made  me  contemn  all  dan- 
gers, considering   timidity  and   irresolution 
as  tantamount  lo  the  greatest  crime.     I  have 
spared  some  assistance  to  Catalonia,  to  Na- 
varre, and  other  provinces,  whohavecheer- 
fully  acted  with   me,  and  claimed   my  pro- 
tection, and  1  have  happily  been  enabled  to 
repel    the  enemy,  which  1  trust   shortly  to 
put   to   flight,    if  any   part   of  the   wreck 
shall   remain.     Then  I  shall  f.y   to    the  suc- 
cour of  the  c.ipital,    if  needful,  which  I  re- 
quest you   to  represent  to  the  council  for 
promulgation. 


Printed  by  Cox  and  Bayls,  (Jrcat  Queen  Street;  published  by  R.    Bagstiaw,  Bi)d?es  Street,  Covent- 
Garde:),  nhcrc  former  Numbers  may  be  had :  sold  also  by  J.  Budd/  Ciown  and  Mitrc,  PaU-MalU 


COBBETT'S    WEEKLY    POLITICAE   REGISTER. 


umiii    III  I    mm  r    i         i    i   i    i  i  iii  i    iiii  iii  in  iiiiiiii    iiii      i  iii  i  iiiiiii    i      i  ii      iiini 


Vol.  XIV.  No.  13.]    LONDON,  SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  24,   ]90S.  [Pkice  10i>' 

4811— 

[452 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS 

CoNVi.'.NTioNS   IN    PORTUGAL. There 

is  an  irksoment'ss  in  beginning  to  write  upon 
a  subjet;t,  wliicii  has  already  been  fully  dis- 
cussfd,  more  especially  when  the  whole  of 
those,  to  whom  one'-j  remarks  are  addressed, 
have  made  up  their  minds  u})on  it,  and  when 
there  appears  nothing  to  be  offered  in  oppo- 
sition to  their  opinion.  Nevertheless,  fro'n 
the  consideration,  that  the  Regi-jter  maybe 
preserved,  owing  to  its  bookish  form,  some- 
what longer  than  most  of  the  other  periodi- 
cal publications  of  the  political  kind,  I  shall 
slate  my  opinion  of  those  transactions,  which 
are  recorded  in  the  Government  Gazette,  in- 
serted in  another  part  of  this  sheet,  and 
which  have  excited  so  general  a  feeling  of 
dissatisf.ction  — — When  we  took  that  view 
of  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Portugal,  which 
was  exhibited  to  us  in  the  official  papers  of 
Sir  Arthur  Weliesley  (inserted  at  page  407 
of  this  volume);  whenvve  beheld  the  prow- 
ess of  our  soldiers,  in  the  battles,  of  which 
those  papers  speak  ;  whan  we  were  told, 
that  the  French  had,  besides  the  advantage 
of  a  perfect  knov/ledge  of '  the  country  and 
of  long  preparation,  the  still  greater  advan- 
tage of  an  excelient  position  whence  to 
mske,  or  where  to  sustain,  nn  attack  ; 
when  we  were  told,  just  in  so  many  words, 
that,  '*  in  this  action,  in  which  the  whole 
"  of  the  French  force  in  Portugal  was  em- 
"  ployed  under  the  command  of  the  Duke 
"  ot  Abrantes  in  person,  in  which  the  ene- 
"  my  was  certainly  superior  in  cavalry  and 
"  artillery,  and  in  which  not  more  than 
"  halj  of  the  British  army  was  actually  en- 
"■  gaged,  the  French  sustained  a  signal  de- 
"  feat,  anrl  lost  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon, 
"  twentj-three  ammunition  waggons,  with 
"  powder,  shells,  stores  of  all  descriptions, 
"  and  twenty  thousand  rounds  of  musket 
"  ammunition."  When  we  were  told  all 
this,  and  were  informed,  that,  immediately 
aiter  this  brilliant  success,  oi/r  army  was  aug- 
menlc-d  to  nearly  double  what  it  had  before 
been,  we  naturally  expected,  that,  by  the 
next  arrival,  seeing  that  the  enemy  could 
receive  no  supplies,  either  by  land  or  by 
sea,  we  should  be  informed  of  his  surrender 
at  discretion. Sir  Arthiir  Wellesiey's  ac- 
count has  been  praised  for  its  clearness.  I 
xnust  confess,  that  I  saw  nothing  like  clear- 
ness in  it,     1  saw  no  where  any  explicit 


statement  respecting  the  positive  amount  ;  f 
the  French  force  in  Portugal.  The  way,  in 
which  I,  were  I  a  commander  upon  such 
an  occasion,  should  proceed,  would  be  this: 
The  enemy  had,  in  this  country,  such  ard 
such  forces ;  they  were  distributed  thus  ar.d 
thus  J  my  force  was  such  and  such,  ar.d 
thus  and  thus  was  it  distributed.  Then  I 
should  come  to  an  account  of  my  prelimi- 
nary operations;  next  to  a  detail  of  the  en- 
gagement; and  should  conclude  with  a  view 
of  the  strength  and  situation  of  each  party 
after  the  engagement.  This  is  the  course 
uniformly  pursued  by  the  French  in  their 
accounts  of  their  military  or>erations,  which, 
in  every  quality,  except  that  of  falsehood, 
are  well  worthy  of  our  imitation,  but  vvhich, 
upon  this  occasion,  we  have,  I  am  afraid, 
imitated   in   the  exception   and  not  in    the 

rule. From    such  an   account,  which  is 

too  confused  to  be  readable  were  it  not  fcr 
the  sake  of  the  exhilirating  Jubstance,  oie 
cannot  pretend  to  say  what  was  the  exact 
for«e  of  the  French  in  Poitugal.  Those 
who  have  taken  the  pains  to  collect  the  fact 
from  scraj-js,  here  and  there  dispersed,  state 
the  French,  force  at  fourteen  thousand  men 
previous  to  our  attack  of  them,  and  at  ten 
thousand  men  after  that  attack,  which  ended 
in  a  "  signal  defeat  "  on  their  part.  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesiey's  force  was  seventeen 
thousand  men.  He  did  not  lose  a  thousand  ; 
and,  since  the  battle,  he  has  been  joined  b^ 
other  generals  and  their  troops,  raising  ocr 
army   to   the    strength   of    thirty   thousand 

men,  or  thereabouts. Well,  then,  if  it 

be  true,  that  Sir  Aithiir  Welleslev,  with 
only  nine  thousand  men  (the  *'  half  of  his 
army),  beat  "the  whole''  of  the  French, 
force,  in  spite  of  all  the  advantages  enjoyed 
by  the  forriicr,  of  previous  local  ramiliarity, 
long  prepar.ition,  open  retreat,  choice  of 
position,  and  choice  of  the  moment  of  at- 
tack;  if  this  be  true,  had  we  not  a  right  to 
expect,  nay,  had  we  not  a  right  to  claim 
and  to  demand  at  the  hands  of  ti;e  com- 
mander in  Portugal,  when  he  had  thirty 
thousand  men,  the  capture,  or  the  Ictji 
destruction,  of  the  remains  o(  the  French 
army  in  Portugal  ?  Had  we  not  a  ri:;:;ht  to 
demand  at  his  hands,  the  seruhng  of  Jam.t 
and  his  iWiXiy  prisoners  of  war  to  that  En- 
gland whicl)  they  had  so  often  threatened  Xo 
invade,    or   ihe   m.'-king   of  them  food   for 
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crows  and  kiles  in  the  land  of  our  ally  which  j 
they  h.id  invaded  and  laid  waste  ?  I  have 
never  been  eager  to  ercourrge  the  indul-  , 
gence  of  sanguine  expectations  in  the  peo- 
ple ;  but,  if  any  i.ation  ever  h;:d  a  right  to 
expect  any  thing,  this  nation  had  a  right  to 
expect  a  result  such  as  I  have  described. 
■  Instead  of  this,  what  have  we  ?  To  go 
through  the  several  articles  of  these  "  Con- 
*'  veniions"  would  be  useless.  To  be  fuliy 
sensible  of  the  disgrace  whicli  they  atfix 
upon  us,  and  of  the  lasting  injury,  which 
we,  as  well  as  our  allies,  must  sustain  from 
them,  we  have  only  to  read  them.  They 
speak  for  themselves  in  a  language  too  plain 
to  be  misonderslood.  The  short  view  of 
them  is  this  :  The  French  had  an  army  in 
Portugal,  which  army,  though  completely 
masters  of  the  country  at  first,  had  so  plunder- 
ed the  people  and  had  so  outraged  their  feel- 
ings of  every  kind,  that,  at  last,  its  situa- 
tion became  perilous,  and  that,  too,  at  a 
time,  when,  from  the  unexpected  resistance 
of  Spain,  it  became  next  to  impossible  for  it 
to  receive  supplies.  We  go  to  the  comman- 
der of  this  army,  having  at  onr  back  a  force 
ihrns  times  as  great  as  his,  and  having  already 
beaten  him  with  less  than  a  third  part  of  that 
force,  and  with  him  we  agree  to  find  ship- 
ping to  carry  him  and  his  army  to  a  place  of 
convenience  in  France;  to  carry  also,  his 
artillery,  his  horses,  his  baggage,  his  im- 
mense plunder,  and  to  take  each  man  and 
gun  so  prepared  with  all  requisites  as  to  be 
able  to  begin  a  battle  the  moment  they  are 
landed,  and  even  at  sea;  to  take,  lest  his 
baggage  or  plunder  should  consist  ot  im- 
mtneable  articles,  the  said  articles  in  the 
way  of  purchase  or  exchange ;  to  provide 
e^Tcctually  for  the  security  of  the  persons 
and  property  of  all  those,  whether  French 
or  Portugueze,  who  may  have  taken  part 
with  the  spoilers,  therein  engaging  to  use 
the  forces  (sent  for  the  deliverance  of  Por- 
tugal and  for  the  punishment  of  its  plun- 
derers) so  as  not  only  to  .secure  impu- 
nity to  every  villain  engaged  in  such 
plunder,  but  also  to  secure  to  him  the  le- 
gal possession  and  disposal  of  what  he  had 
thereby  acquired,  that  is  to  say,  if  the  house 
and  goods  of  a  faithful  Portuguese  have  been 
confiscated  and  sold  by  the  French  to  a  trai- 
tor, to  that  traitor  we  guarantee  the  quiet 
enjoyment  of  such  hou.se  and  goods.  Is 
not  this  the  plain  fact  ?  Talk  to  us  of  the 
surf,  and  of  the  equinox.  Why,  if  there 
had  been  a  mine  under  you  and  the  match 
lighted  re.idy  to  blow  yon  into  the  air,  you 
«aight  to  have  spurned  at  such  conditions  ; 
conditions,  which  you  have  received  at  the 
l.anJi  of  him  wIjoui  you,  iu  your  bragging 
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bombast,  call  a  vanquished  enemy.  Yet, 
this  is  not  all.  As  if  it  were  not  sufficient 
for  us  to  be  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  and  for  the  Portuguese  to  be  injured 
as  much  as  it  was  in  our  power  to  injure 
them  ;  as  if  this  were  not  sufficient,  a  pre- 
tence (for  it  appears  to  be  merely  a  pretence) 
is  found  for  our  engaging  to  make  "  the 
"  Spaniards,"  not  the  Patriots  of  Spain, 
not  the  Spanish  Nation,  not  any  thing  dig- 
nified or  honourable,  but  to  make  "  the 
"  Spaniards"  set  at  liberty,  "restore,"  as 
if  they  had  stolen  them,  all  "  the  French 
"  subjects  "  detained  in  Spain  and  not  taken 
in  battle.  That  is  to  say,  all  the  horde  of 
spies,  intriguers,  fomenters  of  discord,  plun- 
derers and  cut-throats,  who  have  be!.'n  the 
principal  cause  of  all  that  the  people  of  Spaia 
have  suffered,  and  who  are  held  in  durance, 
not  onlv  because  they  are  capable  of  still 
doing  mi«chicf,  bu'c,  doubtless,  as  a  security 
for  the  lives  of  such  Spaniards  as  may,  with- 
oi't  being  taken  in  arms,  fall,  or  have  fal- 
len, into  the  hands  of  the  French.  What 
right  had  we,  and  that  too  without  reference 
to  numiers  of  persons,  to  make  any  such 
stipulation  with  respect  to  Spain  ?  Whose 
authority  had  we  for  it  ?  By  what  instru- 
ment had  the  people  of  Spain  placed  their 
honour  and  their  safety  in  the  hands  of  our 
"  Chevaliers  du  bain  r"  What  power  have 
we  to  cause  such  a  stipulation  to  be  fultilled? 
The  promise  is  like  that  which  a  man  makes 
when  a  foot-pad  has  him  down  and  holds  a 
knife  across  his  throat.  Did  the  men  who 
made  this  promise /ta^  the  Duke  d'Abrantes; 
or  were  they  like  the  curs,  who,  having  felt 
the  bite  of  the  mastiff,  lose  all  confidence  in 
their  numbers,  and,  though  they  bark  vic- 
tory, suffer  him  to  retire  in  quiet,  carrying 
off  his  bone  to  be  disposed  of  at  his  leisure  ? 
No :  not  so,  for  they    complaisantly  carry 

the  bone  for  him. Tiie  naval  yields,  in 

no  respect,  to  the  military  convention. 
The  Emperor  Alexander,  who  is  carrying 
on  a  desperate  and  blood-thirsty  war  against 
our  really  faithful  and  very  brave  ally,  the 
king  of  Sweden,  had,  with  a  view  of  co- 
operating with  the  French  in  their  project 
for  "  restoring  the  liberiy  of  the  seas,"  or, 
in  other  words,  desiroving  the  maritime 
predominance  of  England,  sent  a  fleet 
round  into  the  Tagus  For  the  return 
of  this  fleet  to  Russia,  the  priest.s  of  the 
Greek  church  have  been  .saying  mass 
and  burning  incense  any  lime  these  nine 
months  past.  Our  "  Chevaliers  du  bain" 
seem  to  have  been  penetrated  with  the  sup- 
plications and  offerings  which  had  hither- 
to been  used  in  vain ;  and,  though  they 
did   not  send  the  fleot  homo ;   though  tlief 
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were  not  quite  so  fiir  over-awed  by  the 
Duke  d'Abrantc'S  as  to  raise  the  blockade 
and  to  let  ihc  fleet  come  out  and  go  home, 
they  took  care  to  stipulate,  that  the;  otncers 
and  men  of  the  flei-t  should  be  immediately 
carrieii  back  to  Russia,  witluont  :iny  inij)edi- 
ment  to  their  being  at  once  employed  to 
fight  against  us,  or  against  our  ally  the  king 
of  S\vec!cn5  that  all  this  should  be  done  at 
our  expense,  and  that  we  should  take  care  of 
the  ships,  so  as  to  have  them  to  deliver  up 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  peace.  The  Eastern 
■warrior,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  had,  in  his 
part  of  the  negocialion,  agreed  to  let  ships 
and  all  go  home  5  but,  then,  there  was  the 
chance,  at  least,  of  their  meeting  with  an 
English  fleet  at  sea.  This  chance,  how- 
ever, was  small ;  fov,  the  start  which  he  had 
allowed  them,  would  have  enabled  them  to 
make  a  French  port  before  our  fleet  off  the 
Tagus  could  overtake  them  ;  they  might, 
too,  have  fallen  iti  with  some  of  our  de- 
tached sRips,  who  could  be  in  expectation 
of  no  such  event ;  and,  in  any  case,  a 
meeting  with  them  might  have  cost  us  lives 
"worth more  than  those  of  all  the  "  Cheva- 
*'  liers  du  bain  "  that  ever  existed.  It  must, 
therefore,  be  confessed,  that  what  was 
jhnally  agreed  to  was  a  little  less  bad  and  less 
disgraceful  than  what  the  conqueror  of  the 
ISfabob  Vizier  of  Oude  had,  as  far  as  he 
\v^s   empowered,    made  an   article  of   the 

famous  convention.  ■  But,    besides    the 

heretofore  unheard-of  title  and  language  of 
this  naval  agreement,  where  were  the  cir- 
cumstances that  could  justify  it  ?  The  fleet 
was  completely  in  our  power.  There  was 
scarcely  a  possibility  of  their  escaping.  In 
a  few  weeks,  uiiless  cowardice  seized  our 
army,  the  batteries,  under  which  tlie  fleet 
lay,  must  have  been  in  our  hands.  Or, 
wheiher  they  were  or  not,  the  fleet  could 
not  escape.  Sir  Lharles  Cotton,  therefore, 
is  full  as  culpable  as  Sir  IIv-w  Dalrymple  and 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesk-y  :  for,  though  he  did 
not  agree  to  the  terms  at  tirst  propo.,ed,  he 
agreed  to  terms  very  disgraceful  to  us  and  in- 
jurious to  our  allies.  '-'-The  surf  and  the 
**  approaching  equinox!"  Sliacies  of  all 
the  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thou-aiuis  of 
iinglish  seamen,  who,  without  a  millionth 
part  of  the  motive,  have  perished  in  brav- 
ing the  waves  and  the  winds  and  the  shoals 
and  the  rocks,  come  forth  from  the  deep 
and  hear  this  !  "  The  surf  and  the  equi- 
nox .<  "  Why,  it  is  like  the  language  of 
the  chicken-heat  ted  secretary  of  Charles 
XII,  who,  letting  drop  the  pen,  upon  part 
of  the  room  being  lorn  awav  by  a  cuHion- 
ball,  and  being  asked  by  the  kin^"  w!iy  he 
did  nut  proc:;cii,  exclaimed,  in  a  tremb.ing 
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voice,  "  tiie  l;a!l,  your  Majesty !  "  "  W.?!!," 
said  the  king,  "  and  what  of  the  boll  ?  The 
"  ball  said  nothing  about  your  writing."  In 
a  man  like  this,  si  rong  apprehension  at  dan- 
ger so  very  imminent  was  not  only  excusable 
but  naturally  to  be  expected  ;  but,  to  hear 
commanders  of  British  forces,  by  sea  as 
well  as  land,  pleading  the  surt  and  the  equi- 
nox as  an  excuse  for  hiiving  asr.ented  to  terms 
confessedly  not  such  as  could  have  been 
wished  for,  is  enough  to  fill  the  nation  with 

anger   ajjproaching   to    madness. There 

was,  Dah'vmple  says,  dc'ubts  whctlier  Sir 
John  Moore's  division  could  be  saftly  landed 
at  that  season  of  the  year;  but,  it  appears, 
that  these  doubts  were  not  founded,  because 
they  were  safely  landed  before  the  Conven- 
tion was  signed.  But,  suppose  it  had  been 
certain  that  they  could  not  be  landed  ?  Wel- 
lesley (for  it  is  time  to  have  done  with  long 
names)  had,  as  he  says,  beaten  the  jvhnle  of 
the  French  force  with  one  half  of  his,  and 
his  army  had  received  an  augmentation  before 
Sir  John  IMoore  arrived.  What,  then,  had 
the  landing  of  Sir  John  Moore's  division  t9 
do  with  the  matter  ?  Indeed,  it  would  seem 
to  have  been  better  for  him  not  to  land,  but 
to  wait  for  orders  from  home.  At  any  rate, 
however,  landed  he  was  before  the  conven- 
tion was  signed,  so  that  the  excuse  is  com- 
pletely nuUifled. Then  comes  tiie  ex- 
cuse about  provisions.  "  It  was  donbttd, 
"  whether  the  supply  of  so  large  an  r.rmy 
"■  with  provisions  from  the  ships  could  be 
"  provided  for,  under  all  the  dist'dvantages 
"  to  which  the  shipping  trere  exposed." 
The  Knight's  grammar  is,  to  zivf  tlie  least  of 
it,  quite  equal  to  his  logic.  What,  tiien. 
it  \Vi-)uld  seem,  that  here  wa»  an  army  sent 
to  Poriugai,  without  due  precauticu::;  taken 
as  to  finding  it  in  food  ?  For,  observe,  the 
difticu!  ties  and  dangers  of  the  seas  are,  upon 
such  occasions,  always  taken  irito  view  at 
the  war-office  and  the  admiralty.  But  !iow, 
v.c  arL\,  it  seems,  to  bo  told,  'hat,  ,afier  all 
the  Imniense  expense  of  this  armament  ; 
alter  an  cxpeuse  of  preparation  such  as 
never  was  heard  of  before  for  such  an  en- 
terprize  -,  after  all  this,  we  are  to  be  wvy 
coolly  told,  that  there  were  doubts  as  to  the 
possibility  of  supplying  the  army  with  food, 
even  tor  a  fort'iigkt  or  three  weeks  !.  Let 
us  sfc  :  there  were,  after  Sir  John  Mocr« 
landed,  abinit  thirty  thousand  n^en.  CouJ>.l- 
not  these  men  have  been  fed  for  a  fortnight 
(-r  three  weeks,  without  producing. a  famme 
in  '.\)r'tv;gal,  even  supposing  it  impossible  to 
get  anything  at  all  from  the  ships  ?  C;;n 
D.;lryu.j)le  s.iy,  that  there  was  not  already  a 
week  or  ten  days'  provision  in  the  iV.niy  ? 
It  will  'oe  prov^'d,  I  think,  that  thert;  wa». 
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But,  upon  the  very  face  ot  the  tiling,  this   I 
excuse  is  worth  nothing.     They  were   in  a 
friendly  country  j   liiey    ^vanled  no  force  for 
foraging,  or  for   obt.iinin;^  accommodations 
of  every   sort;   the  sea  was  not  only  open 
to  them,  bat  they  had  tli'^  excKisive  posses- 
sion of  nil   its   shores;   if  the  "surf"  pre- 
vailed to-day,  or  this  week,  why,  it  would 
cot  continue  for  ever,'  and,  when  it  ceased, 
any  flour  or  other  provisions  tlja{  might  have 
been  got  from   the  Portuguese,  could  have 
been   returned  with  interest,  ff>r,   it  is  not 
pretended,  that  there  was  not  an  abund.ince 
on  bo;ircl  the  ships.     But,  how  did  the  Duke 
D"Abranies,  as  Wellesley  calls  him  (for  the 
first  time   that  anV  Englishmnu    l-as  called 
hiin    so)  ;  how  did  tbe  Duke  D'Abrantes, 
to  call  whom  bv  ti.at  title  was  a  cruel  insult 
to  the  oppressed  and  plond'-red  pnrtngaese,- 
how  did  Wellesley's  Duke  D'Abrantes  make 
shift    to   get   provisions,    not  only    for    the 
*'  fortnight  or  three  weeks"  to  come  ;  not 
only  as  long  as  he   might  remain  besieged  ; 
but  hou'  had  be  made  shift  to  find  provisions 
for   many   months    before,   and   that*,   too,  ' 
let  it  be  observed,  without  the  pn'.si'ii'ify  of 
any    communication   n-ith   the    sea  9      The 
Duke  D'AbranteSj  a  tiilc  taken  from  a  city 
and  territory  of  Portugal,  and  v.hich  Wel- 
lesley acknowledges  to  be  his  due;  the  Duke 
D'Abran!es    had    fourteen    thousand   men, 
about  a   thousand   horses,    and,    probably, 
about  six  or  seven  thousand  men,  on  board 
the  Russian  fleet  and  other  ships;  all  these 
"Wellesley's  Duke  D'Abrantes   niade  shift  to 
provide  with   every    thing,  and  to  lay  up 
stores  for  a  si' ge ,  and  that,  too,  amongst  a 
people  decidedly  hostile  to  him,    and  all  this 
in  thnt  very  country,  where  our  "  Chcn-a- 
**  liers  du  bain"  were  under  mortal  appre- 
hensions of  being  starved  to  death  from  ihe 
'  mere  hostility  of  the  surf,  though  they  had 
a  friendly  people  to  apply  to,  a  sea  always 
open,  and  an  England  at  the  distance  of  ten 
■  days*  sail. Dalrymp/le   will    hardly  pre- 
tend,  that  Jnnot  had  collected  nil  the  provi- 
sions of  the  country  and  carried  them  to  his 
"  strong  position."     But,  "  they  were  bc- 
"  come   scarce,"     May  be   .so.     But,  will 
any  man  believe,  that,  ju.st  at   the  end  of 
harvest,  or   indeed,  at  any  time,  provisions 
for  such  an  army  fir  a  fi.-w  weeks,  might 
no;  have  been    borrowed  in  Portugal,  where 
our  inclination  to,  and  our  means  of,  repay- 
ment were   so   well   known  ?     What  avail 
these,  our  reputation  and  our  means,  if  they 
•»vere  not  to  be  resorted  to  upon  an  occasion 
like  this  ?     Is  it  not  notorious  that  t'lere  are 
other  ports  in  Portugal  besidt.";  Lisbon  ;  that 
ioto  these  ports  we  could  have  entered  ;   that 
•ur  means  »f  cynveyance,  in  all  manner  ol 
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vehicles,  was  so  great  as  to  leave  nothing  to 
fear  upon  that  score  ;  and,  would  the  Portu- 
guese have  wanted  any  thing  but  the  .simple 
promi'ip  ot"  repayment  to  induce  them  to  af- 
ford our  army  ample  supplies  of  provisions, 
as  to  the  kind  of  which  there  could  have 
been  no  difticuUy  to  aj^prehend,  seeing  that 
the  position  of  our  army  must  neces.sarily 
have  remained  nearly  the  same  ^"  So  that, 
view  it  in  whatever  light  we  please,  this  ex- 
cuse about  provisions  appears  to  be  the  most 

fu'ile  ever   made  by  mortal   man. The 

great  plea,  however;  that  upon  which  the 
"  Chevaliers  du  bain  "  mean  to  make  their 
stand,  appears  to  be  that  of  gaining  lime. 
So  eager  were  they  to  be  in  Spain,  that  they 
thought  nothing  at  all  of  Portugal.  Their 
capacious  minds,  accustomed  to  travel  over 
the  vast  regions  of  the  East,  were  impatient 
under  the  confinement  to  a  little  plot  of  land 
on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic.  Now,  as  tOy 
gaining  time,  if  that  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
positive  good,  then  one  way  of  obtaining  it 
is  to  decamp;  and,  if  ihey  had  shipped  ofl", 
if  they  had  not  caught  a  Tartar  in  Wellesley's 
Duke  D'Abrantes,  they  would  certainly 
have  gained  time,  though  they  would,  it 
most  be  confessed,  have  left  Portugal  just  as 
they  found  it,  except  that  the  land  would 
have  been  enriched  with  the  bodies  and  the 
blood  of  some  of  the  bravest  of  their  coun- 
iryuieii.  Well,  then,  this  gaining  of  time 
may  be  an  cvi/ ;  and  now  let  us  see  what  it 

was  in  this  case. Dalrymple  says:  "  my 

"  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Convention  was 
"  principally  founded  "    [\mA  founded  prin- 
cipally,  and  I  wish  he  had  set  Junot  at  de- 
fiance as  m.uch«os  he  docs  sense]   "  on  the 
••'  great  importance  of  lime,  which  the  sea- 
"  son   ot  the  year   rendered   peculiarly  va- 
"  luable,  and  which  the  enemy  conld  lasi/y 
"  have  consumed  in  the  protracted  defence 
"  cf  the  strong  places  they  occupied,  had 
"■  terms  of  Convention  been  refused  them." 
Terms  of  Convention,  Sir  Knight,   is  a  new 
phrase, invented, I  presume,  to  avoid  the  asser- 
tion,that  the  terms  of /Reconvention  were  the 
only  terms  that  t.^e  Duke  would  accept  of  at 
your  hands.     But,  to  continue  in  proceeding 
backwards,  in    the  examination  of  this    ex- 
cuse, on   what  is  lonnded  the  a.ssertion,  the 
utiquniific'l  a-sertion,  that  Junot  could  easily 
haveconsumed  time  in  a  protracted  defence  ? 
Is  it  t'ouncied  upon  yonv  Iinowledge,  or  your 
opinion,  thai  he  had  picutiful  Mores  of  pro- 
visions for  his  men,  hor.ses.  and  flee,',  sup- 
plies got   in   a  country    wherein  yon  were 
afraitl  of  starving  ?  Or,  did  you  apprehend, 
that  he  woidd  be    able   to  obtain  supplies  in 
defiance  of  Cotton's  fleet,  your   army,  and 
j  the  universal  hatred  and  hostility  of  the  peo* 
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pie  of  (he  whole  of  Portugal  ?  "  Strong 
"  places  ?  "  I  never  before  heard  of  any  in 
PortLigal.  Had  you  been  before  Lisle,  Bris- 
fac,  or  Miesirieht,  you  could  not  have 
written  in  language  more  desponding,  even 
if  the  country  anyaud  had  been  filled  with 
your  enemy"-s  friends  and  adliert^nts.  Had 
you  not  battering  cannon  ?  Had  yon  not  an 
ample  portion  of  artillery, thebest  constituted 
pud  the  best  supplied  in  Europe  ;  an  abun- 
dnnce  of  anununition  of  all  sorts  j  a  large 
.deet  to  apply  to  for  aid  of  every  description  ; , 
your  word  to  pass  as  ciirrent  as  gold  and 
silver  for  the  hire  of  labour,  materials  and 
implements  of  every  kiiui ;  were  yon  not  as 
well  situated,  in  every  respect,  asif  youhad 
had  to  carry  on  a  siege  of  Dover  ?  And  yet, 
you  talk  of  strong  places,  easily  defended 
to  a  protracted  duration.  The  question  now 
comes:  ^iwce «'/;f?/ did  these  places  become 
so  very  strong  ?  Junot  found  no  dit^iculty  in 
getting  into  them,  when  he  entered  Portugal 
with  ihat  same  army,  which  Wellesley  told 
us,  he  had  beaten  hollow,  only  a  few  days 
before  you  made  the  convention  ;  nay,  he 
marched  into  them,  or,  rather,  over  them. 
They  have  been  very  quick,  then,  it  seems, 
in  growing  into  places  of  such   adamantine 

materials. Well,  now  for  the  time  that 

was  to  be  gained.  You  do  not  tell  us  what 
good  purpose  that  time  was  to  answer  ;  but, 
some  person,  who  has  taken  upon  him  your 
defence,  has  suggested  it  to  the  public  in  the 
following  words,  to  which  the  Courier  news- 
paper says  it  is  •'  desired  to  give  insertion." 
Now,  then,  let  us  see  this  great  purpose  that 
you  had  in  view  in  this  sacrifice  of  honour 

to   the  gaining   of    lime. "  The  public 

"  seem  much  disappointed  that  the  terms 
"  of  capitulation  granted  Junot  and  his 
"  forces  have  been  so  disadvantageous  to  our 
"  interests,  and  perhaps  justly,  were  it  not 
"  that  there  might  have  been  some  secret 
"  motives  and  very  stro}ig  ones  :  supposing, 
"  for  instance,  Junot  had  possession  of  a 
"  strong  posr,  and  it  was  doubtful  if  he 
"  might  not  have  defended  it  for  ^  fortnight, 
*'  three  weeks,  or  a  month,  or  perhaps 
*'  much  longer,  was  it  iro  object  to  gain  that 
"  time  in  the  situation  that  S[;ain  is,  with 
"  reinforcements  pcjuring  down  from  all 
"  quarters  of  France^  to  strengthen  the 
"■  enem.y  in  Biscay  and  Navarre,  and  to 
"  have  a  disposeable  force  so  large  as  that 
"  which  would  otherwise  be  employed  in 
"  Portugal,  to  throw  into  the  assistance  of 
"  the  Spaniards  in  that  quarter  ?  Were 
*'  they  able  by  our  assistance  to  drive  the 
"  enemy  beyond  the  passes  of  the  Pyren- 
**  necs,  before  he  has  time  to  collect  his 
••  forctfs,  w  ould  not  that  be  a  greater  object 
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"  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the  war,  ;;iid 
"  does  it  not  materially  add  to  the  proba- 
"  bility  of  doing  this  by  assisting  them  with 
"  this  force  three  weeks  or  a  month  sooner 
"  than v/e could  havedone  had  v.enot  accrpl- 
"  ('f/ of  the  terms  so  comp'amed  of  as^'?ow/- 

"  ed  to  Ji-.not." Mark  here  ;  we  accept  of 

terms  in  one  line,  and  grant  them  in  the 
next.  No,  no.  The  "  Chevaliers  dr.  b;!in" 
did  not  grant.  They  accepted,  and  in  that 
sort  of  way  in  which  an  apprentice  boy 
accepts  of  a  Monday  morning's  threatening, 
wnile  the  strap  or  the  v/alking-stick  is  sha- 
ken over  his  shoulders. —  So,  these  Iieroes 
might  have  their  secret  motives  ?  They 
might  want  to  get  into  Spain  to  stop  the 
progress  of  the  armies  of  Napoleon  ?  But, 
would  it  not  have  been  as  well  to  send  Junot 
and  his  army  and  the  Russian  fleet  to 
England  first',  with  a  request  to  be  ordered 
to  march  into  Spain  j  for,  even  now  we 
slinll  see,  that  the  army  will  be  able  to  leave 
Portugal  very  little  sooner  than  they  would, 
if  they  had  waited  the  result  of  a  siege  or 
even  a  month's  duration,  while  there  appear 
no  grounds  for  believing,  that  the  siege  could 
have  lasted  for  a  vi-eek,  uud.-r  the  directi.Ki 

(-f    brave   and     skilful     assailants. Ihis 

is  the  least  part  of  the  objcctioa,  how- 
ever ;  for,  the  army  of  Junot,  au  unr.y 
so  formidable  as  to  produce  the  conven- 
tion that  we  have  been  e:;amin'rg,  is 
to  be  landed  precisely  at  that  point, 
whence  they  can  most  easily  ui.irch 
into  Spain  ;  and  .so,  finding  ourselves  unable 
to  dislodge  him  from  a  place  where  we  were 
certain  of  capturing  him  and  preventing  tha 
possibility  of  his  do.ng  further  mischiet  ei- 
ther to  Spain  or  Portugal,  we  let  him  loose, 
in  order  to  have  the  chance  of  beating  him 
in  the  Pyrennees.  No,  not  so  :  we  do  not 
jet  him  loose  j  we  c.-irry  him  round  at  onr 
proper  expence;  we  carry  all  his  arms, 
horses,  ba'^gage.  plunder,  and  we  put  him 
down  in  a  "condition,  liot  only  to  march  olt 
to  Spain,  but  we  ill!  even  his  pouches  with 
sixty  rounds  each,  that  he  may  be  ready  in- 
stantly to  t)egin    he  battle. Besides,  is  ic 

not  evident, "that,  though  Portugal  is  eva- 
cu.iled,  it  muM  still,  in  a  ceruim  degree,  be 
ki\  to  our  defence.  Can  the  irhn/e  of  our 
army  quit  Portugal  instantly  r  Can  that 
country,  in  the  state  in  which  it  now  'S,  be 
left  without  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand 
Engi'ish  troops  ?  We  shall  see  that  ii  can- 
not ;  and  we  shall  see,  that  we  have  carried, 
in  Junot's  army,  more  men  to  fighi  against 
Spain,  than    we  can  send  ♦rom   Portugal  to 

the  assistance  of  the    Spani>h  People. If 

this  be  so,  where  shall  we  fiud  words  to  ex- 
press our  indignation  at  thi.-  pitiful  p:«a  of 


491] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— Cc7;r«;/;o«5  in  Portuml. 


[-102 


gaining  time,  \\hen  we  take  into  \-\c\v  tin? 
other  p;iit  of  the  Convention,  which  makes 
as  carry,  at  our  expence,  five  or  six  ihon- 
and  Russian  seamen  tvO  figlit  ag:iinst  ihc 
Sweil'.s ;  when  w*^  rcHeci  on  the  vast  means 
c(  conveyance  and  of  acceleration,  in  every 
way,  tl;at  we  lose  by  the  employment  of  our 
ships  of  war  and  transports  in  carrying  home 
|hc  Russians  ai:J  the  French  ;  and  when  we 
considci"  how  mucli  more  ten  thousand  of 
the  conquerors  of  Junot  would  have  been 
WGiih  in  Spain  than  twenty  thousand  of 
those  w  !io  have  purchased  his  return  home 
■with  sacrifices  so  great  ?  What  we  wanted, 
vhat  our  allies  wanted,  what  the  general 
c^'use  wnntrd,  was,  not  a  month  sooner 
possession  (;f  the  forlres'-es  of  Portugal,  but 
a  signal  defeat,  a  humiliation,  of  ;i  part  of 
Napoleon's  armj'.  We  wanted  an  instance 
of  triumph,  a  proof  of  victory,  which  no 
one  could  gainsny  We  wanted  the  boasting 
threateners  of  invasion  Zto.v :,'///  fiithcr;  we 
■war.ted  Junot  and  his  army  in  England,  and 
to  hear  niir  commanders  say  to  the  people  : 
*'  j'h.re  are  your  invaders,  go  and  look  at 
them,"  Tlii:;  is  what  we  wanted.  This 
^oakl  have  spoken  conviction  to  the  miudsi 
ot  Englishmen,  of  Frenchmen, -of  our  Allies, 
and  ot  ;he  whole  world.  This  is  what  true 
policy  dictated  ;  tliis  is  what  would,  at  once, 
have  presented  itself  to  a  high  and  enlighten- 
ed mind,  though  it  appears  never,  for  one 
iiKiment,  to  have  entered  the  mind  ot  eitiier 
cur  generals  or  our  aduiiral.  Such  an  e.\am- 
ple,  such  an  irrefragable  proof,  of  the  great 
power  if  England,  would  have  given  her 
such  con:i>  qucuce  in  the  world;  woidd  have 
placed  her  so  high  in  the  opinion  of  ail  n^an- 
kind,  lhal.it  is  impossible  for  a  man  who 
love?  liiscouriry  not  to  hate  those  who  have 
prevented  its  existence.  In  speaking  of  the 
victories  in  Portugal,  I  reckoned  (at  page 
330)  amongst  its  consequences,  this  :  "  that 
*'  it  would  diminish  that  dread,  in  .wliich 
"  the  Fiench  arms  had  been  so  long  held  in 
"  other  nations,  and  parlicularJy  in  the 
"  Southern  parts  of  F^urope."  But,  this 
miserable  Convention,  dictated  to  us  in 
t-^'ins  so  haughty  and  insolent,  and  in  wliich 
we  recogrize  the  title  of  Emperor  and  Kirii^ 
in  Napoleon,  will  not  only  undo  all  that  was 
done  by  those  victories,  but  will  confirm 
that  dread  which  it  was  so  great  an  object  to 
remove ;  for,  to  what  cause,  other  than 
that  of  a  con\  iction  of  a  decided  superiority 
in  the  F.enoh  armies,  can  this  c>invention 
possibly  he  a.sciibed  ?  And,  after  this,  al'ier 
seeing  u^  thus  act ;  after  seeing  us  so  shame- 
I'lillv  b  uay  the  interests  of  <.ur  allies  of  Por- 
t  :pal  and  Sweden  ;  after  seeing  ns  make  a 
punvcnijon.  in  which  all  the  deurebt  interesLs 


of  liie  Poitnguese  were  so  deeply  involved, 
without  even  consulting  any  one  of  the  Por- 
tuguese commanders  or  chiefs,  who  can  b<^ 
weak  enough  to  believe,  that  the  Spaniard* 
will  trust  a  Brit'sh  commander  ?  If  ti)ey 
imbibe  a  di->trust  of  us,  Aid  that  they  niu^t 
is  but  too  evident,  who  knows  what  etfecl 
that  m::y  have  upon  their  councils;  l»ow 
many  it  maj'  cause  to  waver,  who  wontd 
otherwise  be  firm  ;  how  many  it  may  ]ead  to 
abandon  the  contest ;  in  bow  many  ways  it 
may  operate  in  favour  of  Buonaparte's  plan 
of  subjugation  ?  Nevef  can  we  exprct 
such  another  oppori unity  of  turning  the 
tide  of  the  war.  The  power  of  doing  this 
was  put'  completely  in  our  hands;  that 
power  we  have  most  shametvilly  thrown 
away,  and  we  must  take   the  const  quences 

of  such    foolish   and  dastardly  conduct ■ 

The  sorry  lives  of  those,  who  have  thus  dis- 
graced (jur  country,  and  ruii^ed  our  cause, 
would  do  us  no  good.  They  would  not  re- 
store to  this  world  one  of  the  brave  men  who 
led  in  ac(]uiring  the  means  of  terminating 
the  war  in  Portugal  with  so  much  honour 
and  ad\  antage  as  might  have  met  in  its  termi- 
nation, nor  would  they  restore  to  the  pockets 
of  us  at  home  the  immense  sums  which  have 
been,  in  that  war,  ex;)ended  for  a  mischie- 
vous purpose  ;  but,  no  one  will  deny,  that 
something  or.ght  to  be  done;  that  law  and 
justice,  in  same  shape  or  other,  ought  to  call 
these  commanders  before  them.  Whifelocke 
suffered  (slighily  indeed)  for  his  silliness,  or 
his  cowardice,  or  both  together;  bur,  he 
was  beaten,  rt  any  rate.  Pie  did  stop  'till  he 
was  beaten,  belore  he  signed  terms,  to 
which  none  but  a  beaten  army  could  submit. 
These  commanders  have  not  waited  for  that 
imperious  cause  of  submission.  They  have 
volunteered  in  disgrace.  Th.cy  have  .made 
a  sacrifice  of  their  country's  honour  and  in- 
terests, without  being  able  to  set  up  the 
smallest  plea  of  necessity.  Whitelocke'sex- 
pediiion  was  a  thing  of  dubious  importance. 
There  w  ere  many,  among  w  bom  1  was  one, 
who  thought  tliat  all  that  there  was  to  regrt-t 
in  his  failure  was  the  mere  loss  of  lives.  But, 
here  was  an  object  of  sjch  vast  consequence, 
and  oi  a  nature  so  unequivocal,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  any  man,  havir.g  oidy  a  com- 
mon feeling  for  the  honour  of  his  country, 
not  to  have  it  deeply  at  heart.  Every  man 
seemed  to  say,  every  countenance  bespoke 
the  sentiment:  "  Ao/<' is  the  time;  we  are 
'•  720tt' striking  the  blow,  that  is  to  fix  the 
"  character  of  our  country,  and  that  is  to 
"  be  the  source  of  ijoble  emulation  in  the 
"  hearts  of  our  children's  children."  This 
blow  our  gallant  countrymen  had  proved 
that  lh?v  were  able   to  strike  j  their  »wor4 
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was  uplifted,  and,  nt  the  moment  when 
they  were  about  lo  let-  it  fall,  their  arm  is 
unnerved,  rind  those  whom  iheir  vidoiir  de;;- 
tined  to  be  the  captives  of  their  country,  may 

now   become    ils  plundeiiiig   invaders. 

With  respect  to  ll^is   enterprize  there  was  an 

unanimity    of    sentiment,    a    cordiality    of 

wishes,  an  absence  of  party  feelir.sr,  sucli  as 

\  1  do  not    recollect  to   have  witnessed    upot: 

■  any  former  occasion.  AnuHig->t  us,  who 
have  opportunitie.'i  of  addicssing  the  public 
in  iM'int,  there  was  not  a  man,  as  far  as  I 
could  perceive,  who  did  not  discover  great 
anxiety  for  the  resuit,  and  who  did  not  join 
in  hearty  applause  as  far  as  applause  was  due', 
of  both  the  commanders  and  the  ministers. 
Such  is  the  unanimity  and  s.uch  the  feeling 
of  discipproiation  now  ;  and,  wliile  I  do  not 
wish  to  insinuate  that  the  ministers  have  any 
desire  to  vv-ithhold  justice  from  the  natio;:,  1 
must  express  my  opinion,  that,  if  they 
were  to  make  the  attempt,  they  would  be 
guilty  of  an  act  of  insolence  so  outrageous, 
that,  if  the  people  were  to  bear  it,  they 
would  deserve  to  be  swept  from  the  lAce  of 

the    earth.; Leaving  the  responsibility  of 

the  War- Secretary  as  a  subject  for  future 
discussion,  the  only  point,  upon  w!<ich,  at 
present,  there  appears  to  be  any  ditference 
of  opinion,  is  \h]s :  whether  IFe/lesIey  is  a 
participator  tvith  Dalryvifj/e,  or  not  ?  The 
negative  has  been  strongly  insisted  upon  bv 
the  numerous,  the  powerful,  the  active, 
and  the  audacious  friends  of  the  fornier, 
who,  after  having  used  iheir  influence  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  detached  pu'agraphs 
in  the  newspapers,  beginning  with  an  asser- 
tion tliat  he  was  ^i  forty  miles  distance  when 
the  armistice  was  signed,  have  at  last,  in  the 
Morning  Post  newspajier,  found  a  person, 
who,  in  his  capacity  of  editor,  has  inserted, 
as  his  own,  a  defence  evidently  written  by 
some  one  closely  connected  with  !he  person 

defended. Now,   then,  let   us  see  wdiat 

this  defence  is  made  of The   pretended 

editor  sets  out  with  a  few  silly  remarks  upon 
the  measures  themselves  ;  but,  very  quick- 
ly  comes    to   the  chief,  and,     indeed,    the 

only,    object     of    his  writing,     thus  : 

"  Here  it  becomes  us  to  consider  who 
"  are  the  persons  responsible.  Therespon- 
"  sibility  attaches  to  his  majesty's  minis- 
*'  ters  pn  the  one  hand,  and  the  com- 
''  mander  of  the  forces  on  the  other.  It 
"  is  presumable  that  when  ministers  sent 
"  such,  an  imm.ense  force  to  Portugal  as 
"  near  37,000' men,  their  object  was  to 
"  enable  the  general  to  wliom  they  gave 
*'  th<^  cofumnn;!,  completely  to    reduce  the 

•  "  enep.iy,   mh-:  compel  them  to   snrrender  ; 
"  and  if  they  have  not  limited  aud  tied  up 
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"  their  general,  but  left  him  to  ohtaiii 
"  those  ternjs  winch  the  greatness  of  his 
"  force  intitled  him  to  demand,  they  are 
"  totally  unimpeachable.  It  is,  therefore, 
"  on  the  comnjander  of  the  forces,  that 
"  the  whole  lesponsibiliiy  remains.  Both 
"  the  (Conventions,  lhoi;gh  tiie  one  wns 
"  signed  by  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  and  the 
"  other  by  Col.  Murray,  arc?  lo  be  con- 
"■  sidered  as  the  work  of  Sir  Htw  Dalrym- 
"  pie,  and  of  Sir  Hevv  Dahy:u])ie  alone. 
"  The  commander-in-chief  of  an  armv 
"  is  alone  responsible  to  (he  nation  for  wiiat 
"  is  done  by  tlie  army.  He  acis  under  tliii 
"  king's  orders,  and  all  the  army  under 
"  their  co.mmander's  orders.  The  suppo- 
"  sing  any  <Hher  principle,  the  supposing 
"  that  there  was  a  sepaiate  re-'ponsibilitv  iu 
"  any  part  or  member  of  an  army  from 
"  that  of  its  commander-in-chief,  would 
"  be  to  set  up  distinct  commands  and 
"  authorities,  and  wonid  juuify  division 
"  and  mutiny.  Sappo>ing  Col.  Murray's 
"  name  had  been  sui^scribed  to  (he  rir.^t 
*'  Convention,  would  any  man  have  con- 
''  sidered  Col,  Murray  as  responsible  for 
"  the  treaty  ?  No  ;  he  would  have  con- 
"  sidered  Col.  Murray  as  merely  ministerial, 
"  and  as  giving  authentication  to  the  dic- 
"  tates  of  his  comm.inder.  Upon  v.diat 
"  principle  then  is  Sir  A.  Wellesley  to  he 
"  esteemed  resjionsible,  if  .  Col.  Marr  ly 
"  would  not  have  be<bn  so  ?  Had  Sir  A. 
"  Weileile/  a  distinct,  separate,  indepen- 
"  dent  authoihty  to  make  Coiiventions  with 
"  the  enemy  ?  Could  he  take  a  measi're, 
"  or  a^ree  to  an  expression  of  his  own, 
"  without  the  commander-in-chiefs  appro- 
"  bation  ?  Could  he  have  modelled  an 
"  article,  proposed  a  condition,  or  insisted 
"  on  a  principlg,  which  the  commander-iu- 
"  chief  did  not  sanction  ?  Could"  he  h-r.e 
"■  refused  to  have  let  the  tre;ty  in  all  .ts 
"  parts  have  been  managed  and  worded  as 
"  the  c®mmander-in-chief  pleased  ?  Itisob- 
"  vious,  he  had  no  such  power.  It  is  clear, 
"  then.,  that,  as  to  the  Convention,  wh-'iher 
"■  he  proved  or  disapproved  of  ii,  whether  hcs 
"  negociated  every  line,  or  never  reul  a 
"  wo.rd  of  il,  he  is  in  no  sense  whatsoever 
"  responsible.  Sir  H.  Dahymple  v/ascom- 
"■"'  raander  of  the  forces  ;  in  him  alone  all 
"  discretion,  aii  autlioriry  was  placed,  and 
•'•'  on  him  alone  all  responsibility  rests.  But 
"  it  is  said,  if  Sir  A.  Wellesley  did  not 
**  approve  the  Convention  he  ought  not  to 
"  have  signed  it.  Is' it  meant  bv  thl.s,  th.^t 
"  when  an  infevior  gen^rrd  6l?icer  dilTlrs  in 
"  opinion  wivi;  his  connuanuer,  he  is  to 
"■  disobey  him  ?  Or  if  he  ((heys.'is  .he  to 
''  cuupb  th;U  obedience  will:  a  public  dis- 
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"  plaj  of  l»!s  disapprobniion  ?  An  ipferior 
"  general  will  often  chearfully  acquiesce  in 
"  the  decision  of  his  superior,  when  per- 
5  haps,  were  he  himself  commander-in- 
-•  chief,  he  V oiild  :'.ct  very  diiferently.  This 
"  flows  from  tliO  very  nalure  of  two  situa- 
"  tions,  the  commander  and  the  command- 
*'  ed.  The  latler  not  being  responsible  for 
*'  his  opinions  will  not  be  Icnaciuusof  them  ; 
"  1-e  will  easily  submit  to  the  decision  of 
*.'  liii  superior,  because  his  acquiescence 
"  neither  leads  to  censure  nor  to  praise, 
"  nor  is  he  ves'ed  with  responsibility,  or 
"  liable  to  examinati.rn  or  trial.  With  re 
"•  gard  to  Sir  A.  Wcllesley's  opinion,  it  is 
"  known,  that  if  h.is  advice  had  been  fol- 
"  lowed  on  the  21st,  he  would  have  p>;r- 
"  sued  th.e  routed  nrmy  of  Junof,  and  never 
"  have  let  him  rest  till  he  had  destroyed  it. 
"  When  the  line  of  pursuir.g  the  enemy 
"  was  dropped,  and  negociation  admitted, 
he  was  tlu-n  superseded  in  commnnd,  and 
"  had  oniv  to  fol,u>.v  the  plans  of  Sir  Hew 
*•'  Dalryiyple,  tor  he  had  no  plai.s  i-.f  his 
"  own  to  follow.  Tins  sul)ject,  however, 
"  lies  in  a  short  <•.  mpass.  Can  Sir  A. 
"  Wellesley  be  irnu^hl  to  trinl,  for  sign- 
*'  ing  a  Conventit.n  according  to  the  instruc 
"  tions  of  his  conimamiii  g  general  ?  He 
"  caniior.  How  absurd  th-n  to  impute 
*'  blame  to  an  ofticer,  for  an  obedience  to 
"  the  invaM„i)ie  rule.>  of  ;!i^cii)line,  and  tor 
"  his  submission  'o  whi  '■  it  is  not  possible 

"  he  znnha  hrouok'  to  trial !  ' 1  can  go  no 

fiir;her. What!     The  Wdle-leys  j   ihe 

high  Welk-sleys  ;  the  liaugbty  We'llesleys, 
arcvpt  o^t  this  Old- Bailey-like  defence  ! 
Ihis  \' orse  than  any  defence  eier  stt  up  bv 
pinioned  caitiff,  tutored  by  attorney  that 
ought  to  have  been  hanged  as  maiiy  limes  as 
be  has  hairs  upon  his  head  I  What  !  '•'  Ah  ! 
*'  you  may  say  what  you  like,  but  you  can- 
*'  not  take  the  law  of  him.  He  is  not  in- 
"  dictabh.  Ihere  is  a  flaw  in  your  pro- 
"  ceedi'.gs.  His  head  is  safe  from  the 
"  nn-,.e  !  "  Why,  if  there  be  any  thing 
that  can  add  (o  the  just  indignation  and  re- 
b-iiiiiieut  of  the  puuiic,  it  IS  a  defence  like 
this.  '•  You  catmo'  get  hold  of  him  :  yon 
"  cannot  Irivg  h'nu  tu  Iriai!"  I  appeal  to 
tl:e  readfr.  whether  he  everh  card,  or  read, 

of  any  thing  so  base  as  this. Yes,  there 

isa  voy  uide  differei-.ce  indeed  betwecii 
V.Vl,  ,!py  and  Mtnray.  The  latter  was 
merely  the  agent  of  the  commander-in-chief; 
11^  vv «.,  a  tit.Jd  olficer,  and  had  no  a)m:)wnd 
ill  the  army  ;  he  was  not  one  of  those 
w'lv)  would  be  constiUed  as  to  what  ought 
to  be  g:  <.c,  or  who  would  be  called  into 
a  council  of  war.  Whereas  the  former 
was  not  on!;-  u\\t  of  that  rank  to  be  consult- 
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ed,  to  be  one  of  a  council  r.f  war,  but  ho 
had  had  the  pic;vious  command  ;  he  had 
been  commander-in-chief  until  but  a  few 
hour.^bticre  he  entered  upon  the  negociation 
of  the  armistice  ;  he  was  in  possession  of 
all  the  local  knowledge,  of  all  the  knowledge 
relative  to  the  force^  and  condition  of  tko 
eiiemy,  that  was  possessed  in  our  anrv  ;  and, 
oi  course,  if  he  agreed  to,  or  saticiioned  by 
his  signature,  wli.it  was  injurious  to  hi^  coun- 
try, he  was,  ;;nd  must  be  held  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  act;   or,  at  least,  mrst  come   in 

for  his  full  share  of  the    responsibiliiy 

Great  pains,  the  reader  will  perceive,  is  taken 
to  produce  the  belief,  that  Wellesley  was  a 
mere  instrutnent  ;  a  thing  having  no  will  of 
ils  own  ;  a  machine  moved  by  the  great 
Dalryivple;  and,  in  a  subsequent  part  of 
ihe  article  above  quoied,  th.e  writer  says, 
that  he  was  no  irore  responsible  "  than  an 
"  ntlorrieif's  or  Icirif^pr'i  clerk  would  be  for 
"  sig!iit!g  an  obligation  of  his  master."  Oh! 
the  gavle,  the  submissive,  the  hu.mbie- 
minfted  Welk-'vy  !  Well,  this  man,  wh.en- 
ever  he  dies,  ous^ht  to  be  preserved  in  pickle  ; 
for  such  a  Weile^ley  I  never  heard  of  before. 
"  An  attorney's  or  banker's  rlerk  !"  This 
is  a  drfence  wrll  worthy  of  him  who  signed 

the  armistice  with  General  Kellcrman. 

But,  come,  let  ns  see  to  what  point  this  dec- 
trine  of  automaton  submission  would  carry 
us.  Ihe  proposition  is  this  :  that  an  officer, 
inferior  in  command,  is  not,  and  cannot  be- 
come responsible,  for  any  thing,  be  it  wliat 
it  may,  which  he  does  by  the  comtiiand  of 
his  superior,  if  the  thing  done  be  not  con- 
trary to  "  the  ar!icles  of  urir."  Articles  of 
war!  Oh,  shame!  So  then,  because  the 
express  statute  cannot  be  cited  against  him, 
h.e  is  to  b«  hoidcn  up  as  an  innocent  man  ! 
Bur,  to  illnstra.^e  the  etVect  of  ihis  doctrine, 
sopnosi"  Dalr^mple  Vv'ere  to  order  Wellesley 
to  "-hoot  the  king.  Would  not  the  latter,  as 
well  .is  ihe  former,  be  hanged  for  high  trea- 
son ?  Well,  then,  (here  arc  things  which 
an  inferior  may  not  do  at  the  c-mmand  of 
his  superior;  yet,  the  sh<ioting  of  the  kitig 
is  nowliere  expressly  prohibited  "  in  the  ar- 
"  tides  of  war."  Suppose,  in  the  arrnisiice, 
it  had  been  agreed  upon  to  surrender  the 
whole  of  the.  British  army,  in  Portugal,  to 
Junot,  at  discretion.  Would  not  every  one 
of  the  generals,  nay  every  colonel  or  com- 
mand<^r  of  a  corps,  who  should  have  obeyed 
an  order  to  t'ulfil  such  an  agreement,  have 
been  shot,  in  a  few  days  alter  his  landiijg 
in  England?  Yet,  there  is,  in  the  "  arii- 
'*  cles  of  war,"  liotliing  expressly  forbid- 
ding such  surrender.  Bijih  these  sup- 
posed acts,  and  all  other  acts  contrary  to  the 
honour  and  interests  of  the  country,    arc 
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the    engagement     of    fi;ieii- 
:irticles    rtlatinf;   to    I  fie 
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lorbido.cn  in 
ty,  and  in  the 
faithful  disch.nrge  of  duty;  but  tli^y  are  no 
where  expreshly  poinred  out.  The  real  ques- 
tion is,  then,  u  in. her  the  agreti.ig  to  the 
;irmi'ticc  vv;is,  or  was  not,  an  act,  which, 
to  every  ra'ional  ir.ind,  ntust  h:ive  manif.'stly 
ai)pe;;red  to  be  detriment:.d  to  the  nation. 
If  this  question  be  decided  in  the  negative, 
then,  not  only  Weilesiry,  but  all  the  p;ir- 
ties  concerned  are  innocent  ;  btit,  if  it  be 
decided  in  (he  aftirm?itive,  they  ;iie  all  jnil- 
tv,  and  he  the  7/zPi^  guiliy,  becnu-.e  he,  who 
alo.ie.  could  possibly  bv='  well  acqaainied  with 
fill  Uic  local  and  other  circumstances,  was 
the  first  to  set   his  hand  to  tl'e  agreement, 

The    writer   of  this  defence   says,    in 

another  plnce,  that  very  great  mischief  might 
have  arisen  from  an  open  rupture  bet  veen 
our  coiiimandtrs.  In  the  plural,  observe, 
though,  but  a  moment  before,  we  had  been 
told,  that  there  w,;s  but  oyie  commander. 
We  are  told,  that  if  We'desley  had  publicly 
declared  his  disapprobation  of  the  terms  of 
the  agreement,  "  the  discord,  which  must 
•'  have  ensued  between  him  and  the  com- 
"  mander- in-chief  would  have  unquesiion- 
**  abl}'  embarrassed  all  thejulure  npcraiiofis 
"  of  the  army."  What!  the  disapprobation 
of  so  mild,  so  gentle,  so  unassuming,  so 
humble,  so  submissive  a  thing  as  an  "  atior- 
"  ney's  or  banker's  clerk  "  !  Could  this 
thing's  disapprobation  have 'embarrassed  all 
the  operations  of  an  army,  under  a  chief 
whose  nod  was  law  ?  Incredible!  No;  we 
cannot  be  made  to  believe,  that  a  ■nuiclune, 
fliough  composed  of  flesh  and  blood,  or  of 
flesh  and  bones  rather,  couid  have  produced 
any  embarrassment  in  the  operations  of  an 
army.  If  it  stood  in  his  way,  Sir  Hew 
(what  a  name  I)  could  have  put  it  into  an 
arm  chest,  or  thrusted  it  into  any  hole  or 
corner,  and  amongst  any  of  the  dead  stock 
of  the  army.  When  a  man  has  a  bad  cause; 
when  he  is  put  to  the  inventing  of  reasons, 

he  is  pretty  sure  to  contradict  himself. 

Hitherto  i  have  proceeded  upon  the  suj^po- 
sition,  that  Wcllesley  really  did  no  more 
than  obey  the  orders  of  Dalrympie ;  tliat 
the  latter  was  the  great  mover  in  the  af- 
fair ;  and  that  the  former  only  aided  and 
assisted.  The  contrary,  however,  1  think, 
cie-irly  appears  to  have  been' the  fact  3  but, 
first   let  us  hear  what  further  this   famous 

defender     has    to    say, "  Sir   Arthur 

"  Wellesley,  in  fact,  privately  protested 
"  against  the  armistice  in  the  strongest 
"  terms;  he  distinctly  declared  his  objec- 
"  tions  to  the  commander-in  chief,  and 
*■'  tried  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  him 
♦'  fioai  granting  the   terms  he  t!i4  tij  the 
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"  enemy.  Sir  A.  Wtdlesley  neither  ap- 
"  proved,  ntu'  bad  ^nv  concern  wha  '-ver 
"  in  wr:!inglhs  armistice:  it  w;is  ne5:'''ci;'i-d 
"  with  Keliermann  by  Si-  H.  Dal- v,,,  ;« 
"  himselt  (indeed  it  was  ilictaled  icid  •.  ..t.- 
"  ten  in  Ficiich  by  Kedermann).  <in''  \7as 
"  afterwards  signed  by  Sir  A.  V/elh-Nlev, 
"  in  ohediffice  to  the  posiiive  aider  of  ^h  //. 
"  DnlrympL:'.  tke  cornrnandei''ri-chieJ. —  fi  is 
**  a  cu'ious  fact,  not  unworthy  of  rea  ark, 
"  that  Sir  H  Dalrympie  had  intended  in 
'■'  the  tirst  instance  10  atfix  liisown  sicrrature 
"  to  the  armistice;  but  that  he  ivfiHined 
"  from  doing  so,  and  ordered  Sir  A  Wel- 
"  lesley  to  sign  it,  at  the  i  ^hiigation  of  liie 
"  Frencli  general,  whose  views  in  such  a 
"  requisition  it  doey*not  require  mneh  pe- 
"  netration  to  discover.  Sir  A  W-hesley 
"  therefore  is  no  more  respoKsMe  for  the 
"'  tr;ms  of  the  armistice,  tha-j  tui.  Murray 
"  is  for  the  terms  of  the  Cor.vention  ;  or  to 
"  carry  the  comparison  still  further,  than 
"  an  attorney  or  banker's  clerk  wou'u  be 
"  for  signing  an  obligation  of  his  master. 
"  It  has  been  urged,  that  Sir  A.  We/lesiey 
"  might  have  told  the  commander-in-chief, 
"  that  lie  would  sooner  go  into  arrest  tiian 
"  put  his  natne  to  such  an  instrument,  but 
"  under  the  tirmest  conviction  in  his  own 
"  mind  (which,  if  coolly  considered,  will 
"  be  found  to  be  the  simple  fir!Ct),  that  he 
"  was  merely  acting  under  the  positive  o;-. 
•''  ders  of  the  com.nandL*r-i!i-chiet,  he 
"  signed  it  as  .he  wouM  have  done  any 
"  other  military  order  which  did  not  appear 
"  to  him  to  be  contrary  to  the  articles  of* 
"  war,  or  the  established  laws  of  his  coun- 
"  try,  in  prefeience  to  comnie  .-mg  open 
"  hostilities  with  his  command,  rm-chief 
"  — the  very  day  after  lie  superseded  Inm. 
"  Sir  A.  Wellesley's  refusal  to  sien  ths 
"  armistice,  would  by  no  means  have  pre- 
"  vented  the  conclusion  of  it,  bus  t!ie  dis- 
'•■  cord  which  must  have  endued  betwceu 
"  him  and  the  commander-in-chief  would 
"  have  unquest'onably  emban"assed  all  t!-,c 
"  future  operations  of  the  army.  These 
"  are  strong  fads  ;  but  they  are  most  sub-?. 
"  ^tantially  and  literally  true,  ana  p^-rlecilr 
"  corroborated  by  numerous  letters  ffoni 
"  the  most  distinguished  oflicers  of  the 
""  British  army  in  Porti}j:al.  I'hese  lettersi 
"  also  all  agree  in  slaiiog,  that  Sir  A. 
"  Wellesley  most  distinctly  declared  hi.i 
"  opinion  that  t!)e  expediency  of  per- 
"  niitiing  the  French  to  caf^itulfl'.e  a: 
"  all,  was  occasioned  solely  by  the  d'- 
"  lemiVia  into  which  the  army  had  been 
"  brought  by  its  being  preveiited,  contr.^ry 
"  to  his  plans  and  v>'ishes  repeatedly  r.»  .ed, 
"  f.om  ibllpwing  np  the  victory  of  the  '4:sf^ 
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mistice  ;   s(  eing  that,  before  the  latter  took 


"  in  which  C£i<;c,  the  whole  Ficnch  army 
*'  must  inevitnbly  have  been  destroyed, 
"  instfiid  of  beingenabled  by  that  fatal dflay 
''  to  retreat  to  the  passv-s,  and  to  concen- 
*'  trare  themselves  in  forts  in  their  rear, 
"  which  it  might  consume  the  whole  of  the 
"  winter  months  to  hat  them  out  of.  At 
"  the  conclusion  of  the  action  of  the  21st, 
"  the  head  quarters  of  the  French  at 
"  Torres  \'edras  were  four  miles  near^M*  to 
"  the  right  wing  of  the  English  aroiy, 
"  which  had  not  been  engaged,  than  to  tiic 
*•  PV(mch  dcleated  army,  in  consecjuence  of 
•'  Junoi's  having  exclusively  attacked  our 
"  centre  and  left  wing.  It  therefore  amounts 
"  almost  to  a  certainty,  ihat  if  Sir  A.  Wel- 
"  lesley  had  beer;  peri»,it!ed  to  puhh  forward 
"  agieeably  to  lis  plan  and  request,  he 
"  must  inevitably  have  arrived  before  ihen), 
■"■  occupied    their     i^rv^ts,    and    annili'.hted 

•'  theiTi   as  an  army." Tlsere  is,    after 

this,  a  crying  paiagr?.ph  about  "  party  ani- 
"  mnsilij,"  than  which  charge  nothing  ever 
•was  more  false,  as  everv  man  in  the  country 

will  testify. So,  here,  the  few  weeks  of 

Sir  Hew  are  swelled  out  into  "  the  whole 
"  of  the  winter  months  "!  And  where  was 
Janot  to  find  provisiojis  for  the  whole  of  the 
winter  months  ?  Were  his  army  and  his 
horses  and  his  fleet  to  be  fed  by  ravens  ;  or 
had  they  collected  food  sufficient,  in  that 
very  country  where  our  fine  commanders 
•were    afraid    of  being    starved    in   a  week 

or,two  ? So,  if  Wellesley  had  been  per- 

viitted  to  go  on^  he  would  have  destroyed  the 
Prench  army.  Now,  who  prevented  him  ? 
His  victory  was  won  on  the  21st  of  August. 
Sir  Piarry  (another  slang  name  !)  tells  us, 
that  though  he  arrived  \v  hile  the  battle  was 
going  on,  he  left  all  to  Wellesley  j  and  Wel- 
leslcy's  friends  in  England  took  special  care 
to  inform  the  public,  that  he^  atid  he  alone, 
b.-id  the  claim  to  the  merit.  Accordingly, 
those  who  express  their  joy  and  approbation 
by  the  use  of  the  bottle,  clrnnk  '•  the  brave 
"  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  and  liis  army."  No- 
bo.Iy's  name  was  heard  of  but  his.  Sir  Bur- 
rard  did  not  pretend  to  have  any  share  in  the 
iiicrit,  and  we  gave  him  credit  for  his  mo- 
desty. WjII,  then,  tvlw  stopped  Wellesley  ? 
Who  prevented  him  from  "  pushing  on  ?" 
The  JJnke  D'Abrantes.  Tiiat  cruef Tartar. 
Jt  was  he,  or  it  was  nobody,  that  so  suddenly 
arrested  the  progress  of  our  dashing  "  Oieva- 
'•  jier  du  bain."  For  only  look  at  the  dates, 
which  arc  always  vi.-ry  troublesome  things, 
when  men  have  to  lie  through  a  cause.  Who, 
upon  reailipg  what  I  have  quoted  above, 
\vo!dd  not  su[;pose,  that  a  nionth,  or,  at 
]-i'.  many  days,  had  elapsed  between  the 
t:t.!tle  of  the  2l.'.t  and  the  .-iixning  of  the  ar- 


place,  the  French  had  had  lime  "  to  retreat 
"  to  the  pasFi's,  and  to  concentrate  them- 
"  .selves  in  the  strong  forts  ?  "  Who  would 
not  suppoiie,  that  several  days,  at  least, 
hid  elapsed  ?  But,  the  fact  is,  that  the 
b.itlle  was  fought  on  the  21st,  and  the 
armistice  agreed  upon  and  signed  on  the22d. 
'I  here  could  not  possibly  be  any  more  than 
twenty  four  h(}ins  between  tiie  battle  and  the 
armi.stiee  ;  and,  observe.  Sir  Burrard  left 
Wellesley  to  do  as  he  pleased  on  the  21st ;  he 
had  all  the  then  army  unde^  his  command ;  he 
migiit  have  gone  on  if  he  would  ;  and  his 
stuj)id  defender,  appearing  to  forget  these 
renlly  stiongand  undeniable  facts,  calls  the 

21st   a  fatal  day. Now,  as  to   poor  Sir 

Hew,  when  did  be  come  upon  the 
stage  ?  Not  till  the  22d  ;  not  till  the  day 
after  "  the  fatal  day  ;  "  not,  to  use  his  own 
words,  till  "  a  feiv  hours  before  general 
"  Kellerman  came."  So  that,  it  is,  1  think, 
as  clear  as  day-light,  that  Wellesley  was 
controuled  by  nobody,  that  he  was  held  back 
by  nobody  ;  that  he  was,  as  to  all  practical 
purposes,  the  commander-in-chief,  until  the 
ve'y  njoment  of  General  Kellerman's  arrival, 
and  that,  as  he  has  had  all  the  praise,  so  he 
is  entitled,  to  all  the  blame  for  whatever,  de- 
serving blame,  took  place  previous  to  that 
moment. There  remains  now  to  be  no- 
ticed ;  what  this  defender  says  about  private 
j)rotests  and  private  letters.  He  asserts,  that 
Weliesky  privately  protested  against  the  ar- 
mistice, and  that  Dalrymple  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  his  advice.  Against  this  assertion, 
which  is  quite  bare  of  all  authority,  let  us 
put  the  probabilities  of  the  case.  And,  I  ask 
the  reader  ;  I  put  it  to  the  p  ain  good  sense 
of  the  public,  whether  it  be  probable,  or 
hardly  possible,  that  Sir  Dalrymple,  who 
had  arrived  at  head  quarters  but  a  few 
hours,  and  who  had  been  in  the  country 
not  many  hours  ;  who  could  know  little,  or 
nothing,  of  local  circumstances  or  of  other 
circumstances  to  be  taken  into  considera.' 
tion  ;  who  was  a  person  of  no  great  fame, 
and  who  carried  with  him  no  other  weight 
than  that  of  his  mere  rank  :  I  put  it  to  an 
impartial  public,  wh.ether  it  was  probable, 
whether  it  was  possible,  that  this  man, 
should,  under  .such  circumstances,  come  in 
with  his  boots  on,  and  his  hands  and  face  un- 
washed, and  take,  not  only  the  actual  ope- 
rative command  upon  him,  but  take  up  the 
pen,  before  he  sat  down  to  eat  or  to  drink, 
and  settle,  upon  his  own  unassisted  opinion, 
an  agreement  which  was  to  determine  the 
fate  of  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  army  and 
fleet  ;  that  he  shovdd  do  this,  not  only  with- 
out ad\  icCj  but  agr.iust  the  advice  and  the  iO« 
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lemn  protest  of  one  notoriously  the  favourite 
oi  the  ministers,  iKitorio'.-isiy  backed  by  a  host 
cf  powerful  friends  at  home  in  and  outof  par- 
liament, and  not  less  notoriously  of  no  very 
unassusiiing  disposition,  espeoudly  on  tlie 
morrow  of  his  gaining  a  brilliant  victory  ;  that 
he,  a  prudent  old  man,  should  not  deign  to 
consult  'vith,  but  should  rejc  ct  the  advice  of 
such  a  person,  nay,  and  make  him,  like  an 
attorney's  or  bar.ker's  clerk,  set  his  hand  to, 
as  being  tlie  negociator  of,  terms  penned 
b)"-  the  Frei)ch  Gi-neral,  r.nd  against  which 
hateful  terms  he  had  made  a  solemn  protest  ; 
I  put  i".  to  the  sen'^e  of  any  man  who  bears 
me,  wheti.er  this  be  possible  ?  A-.vay, 
then,  with  all  the  lies  about  private  jjrotests 
and  private  letters.  There  is  no  proof  pro- 
duced of  the  existence  of  any  such  protest  • 
■while  there  is  the  strongest  presumpiive 
proof,  that  no  such  protest  ever  was  made. 
Besides,  have  we  not  the  internal  evidence 
of  D  ilrymple's  dispatch  ?  What  does  the 
old  genllenKUi  say  ?  Why  :  "  i\s  I  land- 
"  ed  in  Portugal  entirely  unacquainted  wi'h 
*'  the  actual  state  of  the  French  army,  and 
"  many  circumstances  of  a  local  and  inci- 
"  dental  nature,  which,  DOUBTLESS, 
"  had  great  weight  in  deciding  the  question, 
"'  my  OWN  opinion  in  favour  of  expelling 
"  the  French  army  from  Portugal,  by  means 
"  of  the  Convention,  was,  such  and  such." 
Why  this  "  doiihtlejs?''  He  does  not 
pretend  to  h  ive  bad  a  decid->d  opinion  of  his 
own.  Would  hf  have  thus  spoken,  if  he 
had  despised  the  protest  of  Wellesley  ?  The 
thing  is  not  to  br  believed  by  even  the  most 
credulous  and  most  stupid  of  mankind  •  and 
1  beseech  the  j.onest  part  of  the  public,  I 
beseech  all  tho^e  who  feel  for  the  honour  of 
their  abused  country,  to  be  upon  their 
guard  against  the  arts  of  that  sink  of  false- 
hood and  corruption,  which  is  now  stirring 
to  its  very  entrails  for  the  purpose  of  mis- 
leading the  public   mind  and   palsying  the 

arm  of  justice, "    Privale  letters   from 

"  the  army  "have  been  trumped  up,  and 
published  wilh.out  signatures  ;  it  was  stated, 
in  several  of  tise  pipers,  that,  when  the 
armistice  was  signed,  Welletdey  was  at  tne 
distance  of  fortij  iiiiles  from  head  quarters  ; 
but,  there  are  two  facts,  which  I  am  parti- 
cularly anxious  to  impress  upon  the  minds 
of  my  readers  ;  the  rirst  of  wiiich  is,  that 
the  jilorning  Post  news-pnjier,  in  which 
lias  appeared  the  dirty  defence  of  Welles- 
ley,  was,  in  the  autumn  of  180u,  the 
property  of  a  company  of  persons, 
chiefiy  East  IruUmis,  and  that  Mr.  PauU  ha- 
ving accused  one  of  these  persons,  a  man 
who  had  been  higii  in  ciFice  under  Lord 
V/dlesleVj  of  causing  certain  articles  to  be 
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put  in  that  paper  against  him,  fh?  person  sO 
accused,  wl;ose  name  was  RoBrKSON,  and 
who  lived  in  Devon>hire  Vha/,  .-icknow- 
ledged,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Paull  that  h^  irns  a 
part  proprietor,  which  letter  I  snwaiid  read. 
I  have  not  heard,  thatthe  i>aper  has  changed 
proprietors,  and  my  firm  belief  is,  that  it 
has  not. — The  second  fact  is,  tha't,  in  the 
Gazette  Eslrporduiary,  coiitrMuing  the  do- 
cumenis  relating  to  the  late  transactions  in 
Portugal,  that  document,  that  most  import- 
fi'it  document  of  all,  the  armistice,  which 
was  signed  by,  and  whirh  was  evidently  the 
vork'^of,  Wellesley,  \i-.k  inserted  in  the 
Frevck  language,  unaccompanied  with  a 
translation,  v,hiie  all  the  other  documents, 
to  none  of  which  his  name  atid  s^a!  were 
affixed,  were  inserted  in  English  only  ; 
a  thing  as  unprecedented  as  the  motive  of 
it  must  be  obvious  to  all  the  world.  Un- 
til "lie  n-jinisters  have  had  titne  to  show, 
thr.r  they  had  no  hand  ia  tliis  ;  triat  some 
of  their  underlings  were  bribed  to  do  it  ; 
I  will  not  accuse  them,  or  suppose  them 
guihy,  of  an  act  of  partiality  so  shock- 
ingly base  ;  but,  unless  this  be  done  by 
them,  upon  their  heads  the  charge  must 
fi'ialiy  fall,  and,  in  I  lie  mean  while  we 
should  be  upon  our  guard,  every  ni:in  should 
endeavour  to  warn  his  neighbour,  aoainst 
the  etiect  of  that  powerful  and  infamous  in- 
fluence which  is  now  at  work  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  Weiieslcy  otT  in  satety 
over  the  mangled  reputations  of  the  oihcf 
commanders. 

BolU'y,   22   Sept.  180S. 

P.  S.  I  have  below,  inserted,  upon  thi^ 
subject,  a  letter,  and  an  article  from  tlie 
Tiwey'newspaper,  both  whicli  I  b^-g  to  re- 
commend to  the  perusal  of  iv.x  readers. 


Conventions  in  Portugal, 
Sir, — I  cannot  doubt  thai  \')i,  v\  ho  have 
been  so  often  the  eulogist  of  IJiiiish  v;dour, 
and  the  assertor  of  British  honour,  and  who 
have  lately  descanted  with  so  nn.cii  force 
and  justice  upon  both,  wd!  open  the  pac^es 
of  your  Register  to  whoever  t-h.dl  wish  to 
expose  to  public  observation  transactioua 
by  which  the  honour  of  our  country  is  im- 
paired, and  the  glory  of  her  brave  defenders 
tarnished.  That  this  has  happered  by  the 
Convention  concli;d>^d  by  our  commander 
in  Portugal  is,  uid'orninaieiy,  not  a  matter  of 
doubtful  surmise  or  hvpoihesis  -  it  is  a  fact 
notorious  to  every  class  of  the  communitv  ; 
it  is  felt  by  every  n)an  throughout  Erolmd, 
from  the  cabinet  nunister  to  the  cott;n,'er  ; 
it  is  at  this  niomeni  the  sab'iect  of  uui. er-sl 
grief  and  indignant  reprobation  in  ;')!  n-irts 
of  this  capital. How  is  it.  Sir.    tiu:t  mi* 
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nisters  have  been  ui.ible  lo  infuse  their  own 
spirit.  a\u\  the  ipirit  of  the  r.ation  al  large, 
into  ihi  iMr!ierals  thev  ernuloy  ? — Iviol  a  man 
air,<):is;si  ns  >  oubled  ihat  Junot  and  his  army 
wouki  li.-  i)i  ought  iMJfoners  to  England  ;  and 
Wf  aiuii'ipaicd  with  a  very  prirJouable,  if 
not  a  Iriiidable  exultation,  the  arrival  here, 
as  captives,  of  some  of  Buonjifiarte's  best 
troops  tir.iuanded  by  his  best  generals. 
General  KeiierniHU  is  the  uirsn  lo  whom  the 
honour  of  the  victory  al  Marengo  in  a  great 

measure    beions^s. How    did   it   happen 

that  Sir  A.  Weliesley,  on  the  very  day  after 
his  nu;norable  victory,  when  he  was  fully 
a'.)le  to  appreciate  tlie  relative  means  possess- 
eJ  by  himself  and  his  enemy,  should  agree 
*•'  t',c:t  the  French  arm//  should  in  r,o  casi.'  be 
*'  considered  as  prisoners  of  war,  ihat  they 
*'  should  be  conducled  back  sajc  to  France, 
"  and  be  left   in   undisturbed  possession  of 

*■  icliat  I  key  call  their  piivate  property}" 

Good    God  !  Sir !  Is   the  good  old  maxim, 
that    one   Englishman   is  a   match   for  two 
Frenchman,  to  be  reversed  ?  Or  what  was 
there  to  prevent  30,000  Britons  fiom  making 
half  the    number  of  Frenchmen    .surrender 
at  discretion  r     The  possession  of  the  forts, 
the   strong    position   at  Cinira,  the  want  of 
victuallers,  cannot   be  listened  to.     Had  the 
French  army  victuallers  to  attend  them  when 
they  entered  t4ie  country  as  enemies  ?  Cou'd 
not  we,  who  were  the  friends  and  deliverers 
of  the  Portuguese,  rely  upon  their  assistance 
for  a  fortnight's  or  even  a  motnh's  sppply  of 
provisions  ?    A.t  a  time  too  when  all  the  north 
of    Portugal    was    open   to   us.      Have   the 
French  armies  had  victuallers  to  attend  them 
in  their  campaigns  in  Germany.  Poland,  and 
Daimatia  ?  -• —  After  the  battle  of  the  21st 
we  were,  or   we   might  have  been,   at  the 
heels  of  the  French  army,  with  our  h.iyonets 
in   their   loins  ;    and,  if  properly   pursued, 
even  without  the  aid  of  cavalry,  they  would 
have  had  no  time  to  take  up  or  strengthen  a 
position  at  Cintra.     Junot   knew   this,  and 
therefore  endeavoured  to  stop  us  by  negocia- 
tion.     He  has  accomplished  by  address  what 
he  in  vam  altemjjted  with  the  sword.     Por- 
tugal was   no  longer  his  object  :   thai  every 
bat  man   in    his  army   knew  must  be  lost : 
but  he  wanted   to  .save   his  troops,  to  keep 
undipped    the   u  iugs  of  the  French  eagles. 
He  has  succeeded,  and  in   so   doing  he  has 
pared  the  nails  of  iji-  British  lion.     He   has 
transferred  to  his  own  brow  the  laurels  which 
his  opponent  has  thus  declared    himself  un- 
worthy of.      Indetd,   he  has  done  himself 
immortal  honour,  and  our  army   has   sus- 
tained a  di.sgr.ice,  which  I  only    hope    is  not 
indelible.      VWadmire  C"oRNV'y\LLis  for  his 
masleriy  rclre?!t  with  5  sail  ot  the  line  before 


■Conventions  in  Portvs^il. 


[50-1 


13;  and  shall  we  refuse  our  enemy  the  ap- 
plau::e  due  to  him  for  escaping  from  a  situa- 
tion ten  times  more  critical  ?  Buonaparte 
will  not  withhold  his  praise,  and  joxi  will 
soon  see  thcje  conventions  held  up  to  the 
world  in  the  Moniteur  amcrgst  the  most 
glorious  trophies  of  tlir  French  army. 
Our  troops  are  now  in  possession  of  th« 
forts  of  the  Tagus  ; — ask  our  artillery  and 
engineer  oiEcers  what  time  it  would   have 

required  to  occupy  them  by  force. Were 

any  thing  wanting  to  Junot's  triumph  on 
this  occasion,  look  at  all  the  details  of  his 
stipulations ;  they  contain  deniands  which 
one  should  have  thought  no  British  officer 
would  for  a  moment  have  listened  to.  If 
his  garrisons  march  through  Portugal,  they 
are  to  be  accompanied  by  British  commissa- 
ries to  provide  for  their  subsi.steiice.  When 
they  embark,  all  the  horses  are  to  be  carefully 
emb:irked  with  them.  Why,  Sir,  our  com- 
mander has  positively  engaged  to  carry  hom« 
a  larger  number  of  French  horses,  than 
were  sent  from  England  with  Sir  A.  Welles- 
ley's  army,  by  whom  these  Frenchmen  have 
been  beaten  :  and  whilst  we  are  toid,  that 
that  officer  had  no  more  cavalry  with  him, 
because  horse  transports  are  so  scarce  or  so 
dear,  and  whilst  we  are  actually  prevented 
by  these  causes  froin  sending  out  all  the 
cavalry  we  wish  for  the  future  operations  of 
the  campaign,  our  general  has  most  gene- 
rously undertaken  to  convey  to  France  800 
Freiich  horses. But,  it  seems,  our  trans- 
ports are  not  good  enough  for  "  His  cxrel- 
"  lency  the  French  cotnmander  in  chief,  and 
"  the  other  principal  officers  of  the  French 
"  army."  Our  generals  and  officers  may 
sail  about  the  globe  in  West-Indiamen,  or 
colliers  ;  but  Junot  and  his  friends,  forsooth, 
must  be  acconmuxiated  on  board  ships  of 
war.—  If  they  had  been  brought  prisoners 
to  England,  tins  might  have  been  a  proper 
distincii.in,  and  the  emblem  on  the  admiral's 
bow  would  have  felt  complacency  at  the 
freigl.t  ;  but  that  his  majesty's  ships  should 
be  sent  into  an  enemy's  port  to  land  an 
enemy's  army,  aw.d  to  have  it  said  there,  that 
we  brought  them  so  far  because^  we  could 
not  make  that  army  prisoiiers,  is  really 
exposing  the  ships  to  a  dishonour,  and  his 
majesty's  officers  to  a  degradation,  which  it 

is  hardly  in  human   nature  to  vnpport. 

Ask  lorci  Mulgrave  and  lord  St.  Vincent,  or 
any  other  lord  of  the  admiralty,  if  cur  ships 
are  fit  for  this  sort  of  service.  — It  is  a  known 
fact,  that  many  of  our  public  ministers, 
representatives  of  his  majesty,  have  been 
exposed  to  great  inconvenience  and  even 
danger,  for  the  want  of  tiiis  very  accommo- 
ilation  wkich  is  to  hi  obtained  for  General 
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Jiinot;  they  have  been  told  that  packet- 
boats,  or  bye-boats,  or  lishing-boats,  are  good 
enough;  nay.  Sir,  the  conqncvor  of  Maida, 
Sir  John  Stuarc,  with  dilli.;ulty  obtained  for 
his  accommodation  a  small  brig  of  war,  when 
he  last  went  out  to  take  the  command  of 
our  army  in  Sicily  :  but  M.  Junot  must  pom- 
pously sail  into  Rochfort  in  a  British  7-1. 
If  there  belongs  a  large  portion  of  French 
insolence  to  the  formation  of  this  demand, 
there  is  in  yielding  to  it  a  degree  cf  pusillani- 
mity, which,  as  an  Englishman,  I  am  altoge- 
iher  ashamed  to  characterise.  —  But,  it  is 
not  only  the  Frenchmen,  their  horses, 
their  arms  and  baggage,  their  t50  rounds  of 
nmmunilion-  that  we  are  thus  to  take  care  of 
for  them;— but  all  thc^ir  private  property, 
nothing  of  which  can  be  taken  aw,iy,  must 
also  be  secured,  landed  on  the  coast  of 
France,  and,  I  suppose,  insured  at  Lloyd's,  at 
his  majesty's  expence,  against  the  dangers 
of  the  seas :  — a  pretty  employment  this  for 
British  seamen  !!!  Except  the  sight  of  the 
Danes  voluntarily  and  for'  money  assisting 
us  in  fitting  out  their  own  ships  last  year  at 
Copenhagen,  I  never,  since  I  vv^as  born, 
heard  of  any  thing  so  mean  and  so  dastardly, 

Junot  may  have  squeezed  any  sum  out 

of  his  duchy  of  Abrantes,  his  followers  may 
have  extorted  wish  thumb-screws  moidores 
or  ingots  of  gold  from  the  unfortunate 
Portuguese,  his  coffers  may  be  full  of  the 
produce  of  that  rapine  and  plunder  which 
has  been  long  since  denounced,  to  the  ven- 
geance of  indignant  Europe, — yet  all  is  to 
BE  SACKED  !  The  British  seamen  and 
soldiers,  the  conquerors  of  Vimeira,  t-he 
deliverers  of  Portugal,  are  to  aid  and  abet 
these  most  atrocious  robberies.  They  are  to 
make  themselves  accessaries  of  the  fact. 
They  are  to  receive  the  stolen  goods,  and  to 
convey  them  to  a  place  of  satety  !!! — Either 
the  French  are  or  are  not  robbers  and  plun- 
derers.    If  they  are,  Englishmen   are  now 

their  accomplices. What   will   our  good 

friend  and  ally,  the  Prince  Regent,  say  to  all 
this  ?  What  will  he  say,  when  he  learns,  that 
we  have  not  only  thus  prevented  his  subjects 
from  recovering  their  stolen  goods,  insured 
an  asylum  and  indemnity  to  the  robbers, 
but  that  we  have,  in  finct,  wrested  fiom  him 
the  sovereignty  of  his  country  ?  For,  if  this 
convention,  this  surrender  of  British  honour, 
be  fulfilled,  his  royal  highness  is  not  at  liberty 
to  call  to  account  any  one  of  his  subjects  who 
may  have  been  foremost  in  giving  aid  and  as- 
sistance to  an  invading  enemy,  and  whose 
treachery  may  have  afforded  that  enemy  the 
means  of  prolonged  resistance  wdien  attacked 

by  the  allies  of  his  royal  highness. That 

tliese shameful  lernii  weis  not  extended  to 
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secure  a  safe  retreat  to  the  Russian  fi-.-f^t,  is 
due,  not  to  the  spirit  of  our  military  negoci- 
ation,  but  to  the  resistance  of  Sir  Charles 
Cotton.  The  convention  which  lie  signed 
with  the  Russian  admiral  is  second  in  imprr- 
priety  only  to  that  concluded  wiili  Junot  j 
but  a(  least  he  has  not  returned  the  enemy's 
ships  to  their  country  with  dl)  rounds  of 
cartridges  to  each  gun.— To  have  agreed  to 
the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  7'h  article  of 
the  armistice  shews  such  an  absence  of  judg- 
ment, of  spirit,  of  common  sen:e,  that  I 
really  can  hardly  believe  my  eyes  when  I  see 

Sir    A.  Wellesley's    name    put    to  it. 

Whilst  we  are  thus  spontaneously,  arid  with- 
out condition,  giving  up  the  wdiole  Frencli 
army,  who  ought  to  have  been  considered  as 
our  prisoners,  what  have  we  done  for  our 
friends  the  Spaniards?  Look  at  the  18t[i 
article  of  the  definitive  convention.  You 
will  there  find,  that,  in  exchange  for  the 
Spanish  troops  detained  on  board  ship  in  the 
port  of  Lisbon,  which  are  ihns  gradonsli/ 
delivered  to  him,  our  commander-in-chief 
engages  to  obtain  from  the  Spaniards  a  num- 
ber of  civil  and  military  Frenchmen  detained 
in  Spain  in  co'-,  equence  of  certain  occur- 
rences in  that  country.  If  the  Biitish  gene- 
ral receives  a  civil  answer  to  his  requisition 
on  this  head,  it  can  only  be  in  favour  of  th« 
peculiar  situation  in  which  Spain  now  stands 
towards  this  country.  At  all  events,  he  will 
be  told,  that  before  he  again  ventures  to 
negociate   on    military   matters,    he  should 

take  a   lesson  from  Castanos. 1    write, 

Mr.  Cobbett,  in  some  haste,  and  therefore 
can  notice  only  cur.sorily  these  and  ether 
points  that  have  excited   my  grief  as  well  as 

my   surprise. ^The    putting    H.    I.    aiid 

R.  My.  Napoleon  I.  (whom  this  country  has 
never  officially  acknowledged  in  that  capa- 
city) by  the  side  of  our  most  gracious  sove- 
reign ;  the  leaving  .the  French  in  possession 
of  Lisbon  till  the  embarkation  of  their 
second  division  ;  the  engagement  to  inter- 
pret everv  doubt  in  favour  of  the  French 
army  ;  the  whole  tenour  of  the  l6th  article  j 
the  20th,  v/hich  relates  to  hostages  ;  the 
impropriety  of  a  lieut.  colonel  of  the  army 
stipulaiing,  without  authority,  for  Sir  C. 
Cotton,  whose  flag  was  flying  at  the  mair- 
mast  head  ;  all  these  things  aflbrd,  in  addi- 
to  what  I  have  aiready  said,  ample  and 
abundant  matter  for  regret,  and,  as  1  think, 
for  censure  on  those  w  ho  acted  for  this  coun- 
try. They  all  bear  the  appearance  of  a 
beaten  and  despondent  mind.  If  the  French 
had  been  our  conquercr-s,  instead  of  we 
theirs,  these  articles  could  not  have  beeii 
worded  more  to  their  advantage.  —  But,  I 
must  not  ask  to  cccupy  too  much  of  your 
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present  Register  ;  perhaps  I  may   hereafter 

rt-tuni  to  the  subject. One  topic  only, 

but  that  a  most  important  cnc,  I  will  yet 
revert  to.  It  seems  that  on  this,  as  on  othe'- 
occasions,  the  public  is  to  remain  in  doubt 
who  is  the  author  of  so  much  mischief  and 
calamity.  One  naturally  looks  to  the  com- 
maniler-in-chief  as  the  responsible  person  : 
in  furtherance  of  this  idea.  Sir  A.  Weilesley's 
iVienus  assert,  that  he  had  net  only  no  share 
in  framing  the  conditions,  but  that  he  even 
protested  against  them,  and  tiiat  he  signed 
the  armistice  only  at  the  positive  and  pe- 
remptory command  of  his  superior  orficer. 
If  he  sliould  hereafter  be  able  to  snbstaiuinte 
this  assertion,  it  will  absolve  hira  from 
blame,  whilst  twofold  vengeance  will  be 
called  for  ontheheadof  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple. 
But,  I  own  to  you,  I  cannot  believe  this 
slory  ;  Dor  can  1  believe,  until  it  is  proved, 
that  Sir  H.  Dalrymple  is  so  empty,  so  vain, 
soself-conceited  a  character,  as  to  have  insisted 
upon  such  a  measure,  in  opposition  to  Sir 
Arthur's  advice.  His  own  dispatch,  and  the 
armistice  itself,  contain  internal  evidence  to 
the  contrary.  He  could  have  assumed  the 
command  of  the  army  but  a  very  few  hours 
bet"o:e  the  armistice  was  signed  3  it  mint 
therefore  have  been  done  by  the  advice  of  his 
pretlecessors  in  command.  On  this  point, 
however,  the  British    public  must  and  will 

have  full  and  ui;disguised    information. 

Here,  then,  is  a  new,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  an 
efficacious  lesson,  to  our  military  and  naval 
commanders,  not  to  outstep  the  boundary  of 
their  functions.  Since  when  is  it  that  gene- 
rals at  the  head  of  their  armies,  instead  of 
fighting,  are  to  make  treaties,  or  conven- 
tions, and  to  convert  themselves  into  diplo- 
matic ministers,  issuing  full  powers,  which 
they  do  not  themselves  possess,  to  their 
subordinate  officers  ?  This  right  and  power 
used  to  be  reserved  to  the  sovereign  ;  and 
generals  contented  themselves  with  simply 
agreeing  to  or  refusing  the  terms  of  capitu- 
lation  proposed  by   tlieir    opponents. 1 

was  in  hopc:>  that  the  capitulation  of  Copen- 
hagen would  have  been  a  sofiicient  warning 
of  the  ill  consecjuences  of  deviating  from 
tl;e  old  established  rule ;  but  1  now  confess 
ihaL  it  requires  more  faith  than  J  am  master 
of  to  continue  my  confidence  in  that  man 
as  a  negociator  (hoA'cvcr  nieritorious  he  may 
be  in  other  respects)  who  has  set  his  name 
to,  and  been  the  prime  mover  in,  two  such 
iinwarrantabio  transactions.  Perhaps,  if  his 
Majesty's  ministers  had  taken  proper  notice 
of  tile  I'ormer  of  the  two,  they  would  not 
now  be  subject  to  t lie  mollification  of  join- 
ing in  t!ie    uni.ersal    Censure   of  the    latter. 

• 1  am,  Sh-,  your    humble  servant, — An 

taCLitUMAN. Lijudcn,  Hj.'/iSepl.  ISOd. 
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The  Convention  of  Lisbon  still  continues 
to  m.ike  every  tongue  eloquent,  and  every 
heart  bleed,  in  those  parts  of  the  island 
where  the  Exlrnordinary  Gazette  has  round 
its  wav  ;  and  as  we  fsrther  learn,  throughout 
the  army  of  Portugal,  whose  labours  have 
terminated  so  unsuccessfully.  The  honour 
of  the  country  has  been  sacrificed,  its  faiiest 
hopes  bh'.-^ttd,  the  reputation  of  its  arms  tar- 
nished, the  resources  of  the  enemy  increas- 
ed and  concentrated,  the  plunder  of  our 
allies  sanctioned,  the  pride  of  our  invinci- 
ble navy  insulted,  and  the  feelings  of  our 
gallant  seamen  ii>jut"cd  and  corroded  beyond 
expression.  One  can  feel,  therefore,  but  lit- 
tle inclination  to  laugh  at  the  authors  of  such 
wrongs.  Who  can  think,  without  tears  of 
rage  and  bitterness,  of  an  English  fleet  at 
this  moment  employed  in  carrying  home  a 
v/ell  appointed  French  army,  along  with  their 
colours,  arms,  ammunition,  baggage,  and 
plunder,  in  order  to  unite  in  a  fresh  expedi- 
tion against  the  liberties  and  honour  of  Spain  r 
A  curse,  a  deep  curse,  wring  the  heart  and 
wither  thehand,  that  were  baseenough  to  de- 
vise and  execute  this  cruel  injury  en  their 
country's  peace  and  honour.  But  all  the 
world  is  now  calling  out,  who  gave  Dalrym- 
ple, and  Burrard,  and  Cotton,  their  ap- 
pointments ?  The  ciAintry  should  have  cal- 
led out  as  loudly  as  we  did,  who  gave 
Whitelocke  his  appointment?  and  then  the 
occasi(;n  for  clamouring  now  would  have 
been  removed — Dalrymple  and  Burrard 
would  never  have  bad  their  appointments. 
But  why  are  these  men  to  be  singled  out  ? 
They  are  not  the  only  persons  implicated  in 
the  mischief.  Come  forth,  Sir  .;\rthur 
Wellesley  !  You  are  the  man  who  first  sign- 
ed, in  the  5th  article  of  your  treaty,  •'  that 
"  the  French  army  should  in  no  case  be  con- 
"  sidci'ed  as  prisoners  of  war  "  to  the  naen 
who  had  the  very  day  before  conquered 
them  :  but,  above  all,  you  signed  that  article 
of  an  armistice,  by  which  you  agreed  that  an 
enemy's  fleet  should  ride  in  safety  in  the 
lagus,  "  after  our  army  nnd  fleet  had  ob- 
"  t. lined  }^K)ssession  of  the  town  and  port  of 
"  Lisbon!"  Human  creduliiy  caw  hardly 
believe  tb-it  any  thing  so  monstrously  inju- 
rious to  your  count;y  could  have  entered  into 
the  heart  of  the  b:isest  of  lier  sons,  and  still  less 
into  yours,  whicii  we  believe  to  be  proud  and 
imperiou<;  enough.  You  might  as  well  have 
signed,  that  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth 
should  be  neutral  p.-rts  for  an  enemy's  fleet 
to  ride  in.  If  the  situation  of  your  atfairs 
had  obliged  you  to  stinul:itp  for  the  saf-iiy  of 
an  enemy's  army,  what  oblig-d  you  to  ;ro- 
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vide  for  the  security  of  ;in  erjemy's  fleet? 
you   might,    without  risk,    have  left    that 
where  you  found   it,  and  as  you  found  it. 
For  ten  Jong    months  had  it  been  blockaded 
in  tlieTagus ;   iis  escape,  on  all  the  priiiciples 
of  human  calculation,  was  impossible  3  and, 
indeed,  nothing  short  of  two  battles  won  by 
a  British  army,  and  one  treaty  signed  by  a 
British  general,  could  at  last  have  set  it  free. 
Be  it  then  observed,  while  we  are   appreci- 
ating the  disgraces  of  our  naval  and  niilitary 
negociators,  that  Sir  Charles  Cotton  has  only 
sent  the   Russian  seamen  home — Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  would    have  sent  home   both  the 
men  and  their  ships,  and   actually   signed  a 
treaty  to  that  effect.     Sir  Hew  JDalrymple 
consented  that  the  French  army   should  be 
liberated,  but  stipulated   that    it  should  be 
landed   in   the    north  of   France ;    but  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  agreed,  without  any  such 
specification  (art.  5),"  that  the  French  army 
•'  should  in  no  case  be  considered  as  prison- 
"  ers  of  war  ;    that  all  those  of  whom   it 
"  consists,  should  be  conveyed  to  France, 
"  with  arms   and    baggage,    and    all    their 
"'  private   property    of    every     description, 
"  720  part  of  tvhich  should  he  lurestcd  from 
"  t/i^m."     The  final  convention,   therefore, 
is  but  built  upon  the   provisional  armistice, 
and  is  really  restrictive  ot  its  most  injurious 
stipulations.     But  chiefly,  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley is  the  first  man  with  a  British  uniforni 
upon  his  back,  that  has  put  his  signature  to 
the  bottom  of  a  treaty,  at  the  head  of  which 
stood  the  recognition  of  "  his  Imperial  and 
"  Royal  Mr.jesty   Napoleon  I."     What  his 
Royal  Majesty  George  III.  may  say  to  this, 
we  know  not  ;   but  we  hope  and  trust  it  will 
be  some  bar  to  the  admission  of  one  whom 
we  could  mention,  into    the   Ro!/al   Parly, 
the    Family   Council,    the   Kimy's    Friends  ; 
and  that  those  who  have  overturned  thrones, 
and   demolished  potentates,  in   the  eastern 
hemispliere,   will  at   least   be  viewed    with 
some  jealousy,  in  their  acknowledgement  of 
regal   and    imperial  titles,  in    the   western, 
wiiich  their  country  does  not  acknowledge. 
Sir    Arthur    Wellesley    having,     theiefore, 
sent  home  the  French  army,  has  now  nothiiig 
left  but  to    bring    himself  home,  and  meet 
the  greeting  aspect  and  kindly  salutations  of 
a  country  grateful  for  those  favours  of  whicli 
his   superiors    in    command    were  the  im- 
mediate  dispensers,  but  of  which  he  v.as  a 
distinguished  participator. — Before  .we  con- 
clude, we  .shall  say  a  few  words  on  Sir  Ar- 
thur Wellesley's  appointment  to   this   com- 
mand.    The  public,  it  is  true,  thought  bL't- 
ter  of  his  talents  than  they  have  been  found 
to  deserve.     But  those  who  elevated   him  tc. 
his   situation    had   ne,-irer   opportunities   01 
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j  observing,  and  ought  to  have  estimated  more 
justly  the  extent  of  his  capacity,  and  the 
I  firmness  of  his  mind.  It  is  in  vain,  there- 
{  fore,  to  say,  that  some  part  bf  his  disgrace 
is  not  reflected  on  his  pitrons:  and  we  are 
the  more  i-inxrtjus  that  this  should  be  under- 
stood, becau.se  we  .see  the  same  influence, 
which  has  raised  him,  still  exerted  to  pro- 
tect him.  Why  w?s  his  preliminary  treaty 
sent  to  the  press  in  French  only,  as  if,  while 
heacknowledged  ihelegalityof  his  iSIapoleon',s 
title,  he  had  owned  the  pre-eminence  of  the 
language  which  the  Corsican  speaks?  Why, 
but  to  circumscribe  as  much  as  possible  the 
knowledge  of  his  previous  concessiuns,  and 
to  make  it  appear  that  Cotton  had  liberated 
the  Russian  seamen  ;  that  Cotton  had  sent 
(hem  to  man  the  Swedish  flotilla  which  was 
captured  at  Sweabourg  ;  that  Dalryuiple  had 
sent  hoirne  the  French  I'.rmy,  with  ail  their 
baggage  and  ammunition,  to  joip.  in  the 
destruction  of  Spain  ;  that  Dalrymple  had 
given  them  up  their  plunder  ?  Whereas  Wel- 
lesley's treaty  stipulated  all  thi-s,  and  more- 
over, that  the  chief  port  of  a  kingdom  should 
be  neutral  towards  its  own  enemies.  When, 
therefore,  the  commanders  of  this  wretched 
expedition  are  brought  to  their  trial,  let 
them  meet  with  fair  and  impartial  dealing; 
let  not  the  proceedings  of  one  of  them  be. 
given  to  the  public  in  a  language  which  it 
does  understand,  while  those  of  another 
are  veiled  in  a  tongue  which  it  does  not  un- 
derstand :  such  conduct  is  infamous.  And, 
above  all,  let  there  be  no  procrastination  in 
the  punishment  of  delinquents  who  have 
grossly  injured  three  kingdoms,  England, 
Sweden,  and  Spain  ;  and  let  us  wipeoii"  the 
imputation  of  treachery,  under  which  we 
mu^t  most  justly  suffer  with  all  our  allies,  if 
we  do  not  take  ample  vengeance  on  those 
who  have  dared,  by  a  shameful  conventional 
arrangement,  and,  in  defiance  of  their 
country's  most  solemn  obligations,  to  assist 
Russia  in  manning  her  fleets  against  Sweden, 
and  France  in  augmenting  her  forces  again.st 
Snain, 


Conventions   in    Portugal, — From     the 

London   Gazelce  Extraordinary,     Friday, 

Scpf.li). 

Douni:ng  Street,  S:'p!.  1 6,  1808. — A 
dispatch,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
was  received  yesterday  evening  fron)  lieut. 
gen.  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  commanding  his 
iuajesty's  troojjs  in  Portugal,  addressed  to 
lord  viscount  Casilereigh,  one  of  his  ma- 
jesty's principal  secretaues  of  state,  and 
orought  by  caps.  D.drympie,  military  secre- 
tary to  Sir  Hew  Dalrymp-le, 

Head- Quarters     Cintra,     Stpt.    3. — Z-'y 
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I,or<l,   I   'mve   the  Vionnur   to   intbrm    your  ', 
lovii.hin  •■    •'  I  landed  in  P-.jrtnf;al,    and  took 
the  com  ■  .;■  i  it  the  nrmy,  on  Monday,  the 
22d  of  Allgi\^l,  the  next  d:iy  niter  the  battle 
fcf  Vimiera,  and  where  the  enemy  si.T^tained 
a  sijiital  defeat,  where  the  valour  and  disci- 
j.'line  of  British   troops,  and   tli<;  talents  cf 
British  oHicers.  -vere  eminently  displ.iyeJ. — 
A  few  liouvs  after   my  arrival,  gen.  Keller- 
niann  came  in  with  a  flag  of  truc^  from  the 
Frencii  genercil  in  chief,  in  order  to  propose 
an   agreement   for  a  cessation   of  hostilities^  I 
for  the  i)U''r)Ose  of  concludint;^  a  Conve;ition  | 
for  the  evacuation  of  Portugal  by  the  Frencli  ! 
troops.     The  inclosed   contains  the   several  1 
Article?  at  fust   agreed  upon  and  signed  by  { 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  and  gen.  Kellermann  ;  j 
but  as  this  was  done  with  a  reference  to  the  i 
British  admiral,  w!io,  v/hen   'he  agreenient  ' 
was  ccmmunicated  to  him,  objected  to   t!:e  ; 
7th   anicle,    which   had   for   its  object  the  i 
disposal  of  the  Russian  fleet    in   the  T'>gcs,  [ 
it  was  finally  concluded  that  Jieut-col.  Mur- 
ray,   quarter-mrister-general  to  the   British  | 
army,  and  gen.  Kellermann,  should  proceed  j 
to   the  discussion   of  the  remaining  articles, 
and  finally  to  conclude  a  Convention  for  the 
evacuation  of  Portugal,  subject  to  the  ratifl-  i 
cation  of  the  French  general  in   chief,  and  | 
the  British  commanders  by  sea  and  land, —  ' 
After  considerable  discussion  and  repeated  I 
reference  to  me,  "which  rendered  it  necessary  ' 
for  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  limited  period  ■ 
Intterly    prescribed    for   the    suspension     of 
hostilities,  in  order  to  move   the  army  for- 
wards,   and  to   place   the  several   columns 
upon    the  routes    by  which    they   were   to 
advance,  the  Convention  was  signed,    and 
the   ratification    exchanged   the  30th  of  last 
month. — That   no  time   might   be    lost   in 
obtaining  anchorage  for   the  transports  and 
other  shipping,  which  had  for   some  days 
been  exposed  to  great  peril  on  this  dangerous 
coast,    and   to   insure   the    communication 
between  the  army  and  the  victuallers,  which 
was  cut  off  by    the  brdness  of  the  weather 
and  the  surf  upon  the   shore,   I  sent  orders 
to  the   Enfls,    and   42d  legiments,    which 
were   on  bo;n-d    of  transports    with   Sir    C. 
Cotton's  fleet,  to  land  and  take  possession  of 
the  forts  on  the  Tjgus  whenever  the  admiral 
thought  it  proper  to  do  so.    I'his  was  accord- 
ingly carried  into  execution  yesterday  morn- 
ing, when  the  forts  of  Cascais,  St.  Julien's, 
and   Bugio   were  evacuated  by  the  Frencii 
troop.s,  and  taken  jjosses.'^ion    of  by  ours. — 
As  I  landed  in  Portugal  entirely  unacquainted 
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with  the  actual  state  of  the  French  army, 
and  many  circurrstances  of  a  local  and  inci- 
dental Viiture,  which  doubtless  had  great 
weigiit  in  deciding  the  question  ;  my  own 
opinion  in  favf)ur  of  the  expediency  of  ex- 
pelling tlie  French  atmy  from  Portuj/al,  by 
mean-  of  the  Convention  the  late  defeat  had 
induced  the  French  general  in  chief  to 
solicit,  instead  of  doing  so  by  a  continuation 
of  hostilities,  was  principally  founded  on 
the  groat  importance  of  time,  which  th« 
season  of  tlie  year  rendered  peculiarly  valu- 
able, and  which  the  enemy  could  easily 
have  consnr/ietl  in  th*  protracted  defence  of 
the  strong  places  they  occupied,  had  terms 
of  convention  been  refused  them. — When 
(he  suspension  of  arms  was  agreed  upon,  the 
army  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Moore 
had  not  arrived,  and  doubts  were  even  en- 
tertained whether  so  large  a  body  of  men 
could  be  landed  on  an  open  and  a  dangerous 
beach  ;  and  that  being  effected,  whether  the 
supply  of  so  large  an  army  with  provisions 
from  the  ships  could  be  provided  for,  under 
all  the  disadvantages  to  which  the  shipping 
were  exposed.  During  the  negociation,  the 
former  difficulty  was  overcome  by  the  acti- 
vity, zeal,  and  intelligence,  of  capt.  Mal- 
colm, of  the  Donegal,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  orders  ;  but  the  possibility  ot 
the  latter  seems  to  have  been  at  an  end, 
nearly  at  the  moment  when  it  was  no  longer 
necessary. — Capt.  Dahymple,  of  the  18th 
dragoons,  my  military  secretary,  will  have 
the  honom-  of  delivering  to  your  lordship 
this  dispatch.  He  is  fully  informed  of  what- 
ever has  been  dene  under  my  orders,  relative 
to  the  service  on  which  I  have  been  era- 
ployed,  and  can  give  any  explanation  there- 
upon that  may  be  required.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  (Signed)  H«w  Dal- 
RYMPLE,  Lieut. -Gen. 
Translation  oj  the  Articles  for  a  Suspension 

of  Arms  in  Portugal. 
Suspension  of  arms  agreed  upon  between 
lieut.-gen.  Sir  A.  Wclle.sley,  Knight  of 
the  Order  of  the  Batii,  on  the  one  part, 
and  M.  Kellermann,  general  of  division, 
grand  ofticer  of  the  legion  of  honour, 
commander  of  the  order  of  the  iron  crown, 
grand  cross  of  the  Bavarian  order  of  the 
lion,  on  the  other  part  3  both  invested 
with  full  powers  bv  the  respective  generals 
of  the  French  and  British  armies,  dated 
head-quarters  of  the  British  army,  Aug. 
22,  1808. 

{To  be  conlinued.J 
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SUMMARY  OF  PO!  ITICS. 

Convention   im   Poktugal. When 

this  is  the  ^abject  of  (iiscnssionjOr  remavk,  i 
can  take  no  motlo  ;  for  I  have  endeav;'jr>  d, 
in  vain,  to  recollect  a  transaction,  feigned  or 
real,  of  so  detestable  a  chjiicter.  History 
supplies  us  with  nothing  like  it  ;  nor  has  the 
imc^gination  of  ihe  poet,  as  far  as  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  poetical  works,  yet  invented 
a  set  of  nets  and  circumstances  bearing  any 
reseiublance  to  these  connected  with    this 

atrocious  Convei'ition- The  public   have 

felt,  and  do  feel,  properly  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Indignation  so  universal  was  cer- 
tainly never  expressed  upon  aiiy  former 
occasion  within  the  memory  of  man.  The 
country  people,  who  are,  in  general,  very 
slow  in  moving,  and  amongst  whom  there  are 
but  few  political  events  that  are  capable  of 
exciting  an  interest  sufficient  to  produce  a 
warmth  of  expression,  have  been  complete- 
ly rouieu  by  this  event;  and,  even  down  to 
the  very  labourers,  they  vent  their  execra- 
tions upon  the  heads  of  the  miserable  au- 
thors.  It  is  right  that  the  ill-treated,  the 

betrayed,  the  sacrificed,  Poitugnese  and 
Swedish  nations  should  know,  that  such  is 
the  feeling  of  the  people  of  Engltnd  ;  that 
in  rnauy  plices,  the  bells  of  the  churches 
have  been  rung  raufiled,  as  upon  occasions 
of  public  mourning;  that  many  of  the  pub- 
lic prints  have  assumed  the  signs  of  mourn- 
ings and  ;h:U  every  public  paper  in  London, 
one  excepted,  and  that  one  the  property  of 
a  company  of  persons  chiefly  East  Indians, 
has  reprobated,  in  the  most  decided  manner, 
and  in  a  language  evidently  co.ming  from  the 
heart,  all  the  articles  of  the  Conventions, 
and  especially  those  articles  which  contain 
stipulatioirs  injurious  to  the  interests  and  the 
honour  of  our  allies.  There  is  a  paragraph 
in  the  Courier  newspaper  of  yesterday, 
which  I  cannot  refrain  from  putting  upon 
record,  as  amongst  the  means,  whicn  may, 
I    hope,  in  time,  wipe  away   this    national 

infamy. ."  In  tliis  period  of  general  hu- 

"  miliation  and  disgrace,  the  provincial  pa- 
"  pers  vie  with  those  of  the  metropolis  in 
"  the  expression  of  their  surprize,  their 
''  sorrow,  and  their  indignation.  Many 
"  that  we  have  received  h;:ve  encucler!  the 
"  Extraordinary  Gazette  with  n  broad  hlack 
"  Hnf.  One  has  prefixed  to  it  several  gal- 
'^  lozcsesj     u'Uh    lodies  /ia72ging   (q    them. 
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"  Some  cannot  find  words  stmng  enough  to 
"  express  their  rage  :  others  burst  forth  into 
"  such  a  strain  as  this:  "  Ol),  En'Janci !  un- 
"  happy  England!  all  thy  struggles  are 
"  vaiu  !  Tliou  mayest  a'^setr.ole  thy  courts- 
"  martial,  but,  it  is  all  in  vain  !  S  me  pow- 
"  er,  more  than  human,  smitss  thy  com- 
"  raanders  with  blindness,  as,  at  the  prayer 
"  of  Ehsha,  God  smo^e  the  Syrians.  Oh, 
"  thou  incomprehensible  Being  !  in  whose 
"  hands  are  the  destinies  of  empires,  if 
"  thou  hast  doon-.ed  this  kingdom  to  sink 
"  beneath  the  overwheladng  povier  of 
"  France,yet  iL't  net  the  wisdom  of  her  sages, 
"  the  pietv  of  her  saints,  the  blood  of  her 
"  heroes  and  her  martyrs,  plead  with  thee 
"  in  vain.  Let  her  not  fall  the  viciim  of 
"  baseness  !  but  if  she  must  sink  for  ever 
"■  into  the  ocean  of  time,  suffer  a  solitary 
"  ray  of  glory  to  mark  the  spot  v.'here 
"  once  was"^  England  !" — Let  Europe  and  the 
"  world  j -idge  from  these  specimens  how 
"  deeply  the  whole  empire  feels  and  mourns 

"  its     irretrievable     disgrace." Yes,     I 

hope,  that  Europe  and  the  world  will  acquit 
the  peopli'  of  England,  at  any  rate,  of  any 
share  in  this  unparalleled  infamy.  They 
hesitated  not,  one  mo.-nent,  to  express  their 
indignation  ;  it  came  forth,  at  once,  from 
every  mouth ;  and  the  press  has  been  tha 
fa'thful  reporter  and  recorder  of  what  was 
uttered  by  the  tongue.  Tiie  people  of 
England  and  the  people  of  Portugal  have 
both  alike  been  injured;  they  have  both 
been  abused  ;  they  have  both  been  insulted  : 
but,  the  former  have  it  in  their  power  to 
cauiejiislice  to  be  done  upon  then"  injurers, 
a  power  which  the  latter  hav3  not.  To 
shew,  therefore,  that  we  are  in  earnest ;  to 
convince  "  Europe  and  'he  world,"  that  our 
indignation  is  not  feigned  ;  to  prove  our  sin- 
cerity, we  ought,  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, to  address  the  king,  or  to  petition  him, 
and,  in  our  addresses  or  petiticns.  to  implore 
him  to  take  measures  for  speedily  bringing 
to  trial  all  those,  who  may  have  taken  a  share 
in  the  hated  transactions  m  Portugal.  This 
was  the  mode  formerly  pursued  by  English- 
men, under  similar  circumstances;  this  all 
the  world  knows  we  may  do  if  we  will  ;  nnd, 
if  we  have  not  the  will  to  do  it;  if  we  hive 
not  the  spirit  to  move  one  inch  in  the  way  of 
practice,  the  world  will  give  us  very  little 
credit   for  all   ©ur   fine   professions.       The 

R 
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plain  stite  of  the  case  is  this:  we  all  say, 
that  our  cuinmanders  !iave  i-flixed  lasting 
disgrace  upon  our  countiy,  and  have 
most  basely  injured  and  insulted  our  al- 
lies, whereat  we  express  our  sorrow  and 
our  indignation  in  words  almost  too  big  for 
utterance;  our  right  to  petition  tiie  king 
to  cause  those  commanders  to  be  biouglit  to 
trial  is  notorious ;  and,  if  we  do  not  exer- 
cise that  right,  upon  this  occasion,  the 
world  -will,  and  ought  to,  look  upon  us, 
not  only  as  hypociiles,  but  as  accessories, 
-at'tcr  the  fiict,  to  the  deed  which  we  have 
cursed,  in   every  form  of  words  in    which 

a  curse  can  be  conveyed. In  the  City   of 

London,  1  peic^iv«,  that  that  very  public- 
spirited  and  excellent  man,  Mr.  Waithman, 
has  given  notice  of  his  intention  of  moving, 
at  the  next  Cominon  Council,  aii  address  to 
the  king,  upon  the  subject.  The  City  of 
I,ondon  may,  perhaps,  give  the  tone  to  other 
places ;  but,  I  must  confess,  that  the  coun- 
try appears  to  me  to  be  very  tardy  in  this 
respect ;  much  more  so  than  it  was  in  ad- 
dressing the  king,  in  the  tone  of  congratu- 
lation and  applause,  upon  what,  amongst 
other  things,  this  same  famous  army  of  ouis 
was  intended  to  do.  For  my  part,  resolved 
that  no  portion  of  the  disgrace,  however 
imall,  shall  adhere  to  me,.  I,  as  a  freeholder 
of  Hampshire,  hereby  invite  other  freehold- 
ers to  join  me  in  a  requisition  to  the  High 
Sheriff  of  the  county,  to  call  a  county  meet- 
ing, for  the  above  purpose.  I  request  any 
freeholders,  who  may  be  disposed  to  join 
me,  to  signify  such  their  disposition  by  let- 
ter, directed  to  me,  at  Botley,  near  South- 
ampton. I  will  go  to  any  part  of  the  county 
to  concert  with  any  five  or  six  other  freeliold- 
ers,  if  no  greater  immber  should  offer:  or 
1  will  do  any  thing  in  my  power  to  eifect  the 
•b'lect  in  view.  I  shall  be  much  belter 
pleased  to  see  the  thing  originate  elsewhere, 
and  with  leading  men  in  the  county  ;  but, 
if  no  one  at  all  join  me,  and  if  no  re- 
quisition be  made  from  any  other  quarter, 
jircvious  to  the  fftcenlk  of  October,  1  my- 
self will  then  make  the  requisition  3  i^wd, 
if  a  meeting  be  not  theruby  obtained,  I  will 
then  present,  in  my  o.vn  name,  and  in  my 
own  person,  if  possible,  a  petition  to  the 
king  for  the  purpose  above-iiientioned.  Let 
the  infamy  fasten  where  it  will,  none  of  it 

•hall  stick  to  me. Will  any  one  tell  me, 

that,  in  these  military  maiters,  the  Crown 
is  to  be  left  to  itself;  and  will  any  sycophant 
pretend,  that,  to  interfere  in  such  matters 
is  to  encroach  upon  the  royal  prerogative  ? 
Without  retorting  to  reasoning,  or  to  any  of 
the  numerous  ]>recedenls  thai  might  be 
o;i«d,  wc  know  thii  j  ail  of    hs   huvt^   this 
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fact  clear  in  our  memories,  that  it  is  more 
than  two  months,  since  almost  all  the 
counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  in  the  king- 
dom, did  actually  address  the  king  upon  the 
subject  of  the  mililary  measures  he  AVas 
adopting  with  regard  to  Spain  and  Portugal ; 
they  thanked  him  for  his  speech,  wherein 
he  expressed  his  uitention  of  aiding  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese  ;  and  this,  ob- 
serve, was  done  with  the  approbation,  and 
at  the  notorious  instig-ation,  of  the  minis- 
ters of  the  king.  And,  shall  we  not,  now 
that  this  promised  and  applauded  aid,  thi» 
aid,  for  the  intention  of  yielding  which  th« 
king  was  thanked ;  now  that  this  aid  has, 
by  what  we  all  dci^m  the  misconduct  of  our 
commanders,  been  rendered  abortive,  after 
costing  the  nation  sums  ?o  immense  ;  shall  we 
not  now  approach  the  king  with  our  prayeri 
that  he  would  cause  legal  and  public  inquiry 
to  be  instituted  in  order  to  ascertain  to  what, 
if  to  any,  degree  those  commanders  are 
guilty  ?  This  we  have  a  right  to  do  j  reason 
bids  us  exercise  the  right ;  no  man,  of  even 
the  most  slavish  principles  has  ever  called 
the  right  in  question  ;  and,  if  we  do  not 
exercise  it,  in  vain  shall  we  have  used  high- 
sounding  words  o(  sorrow  and  of  rage  ;  for, 
by  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  we  shall 
be  set  down  as  pretenders  and  hypocrites. 

What  1  have  now  said,  is  what  I  should 
have  aaid  in  my  last  sheet,  if  I  had  had 
time.  And,  if  it  would  have  been  proper 
then  ;  if  the  active,  the  decided,  the  prac- 
tical condemnation  of  the  late  Conventions 
in  Portugal,  would  have  been  necessary  to 
the  restoration  of  the  national  character, 
under  the  knowledge  then  possessed  by  the 
public,  how  much  more  imperious  is  the 
call  upon  us  become,  now  that  we  are  ac- 
quainted with  facts,  of  which  we  were  be- 
fore ignorant,  and  which  render  the  trans- 
action beyond  all  comparison  more  di'grace- 
ful  to  our  country  and  more  injurious  to 
our  allies  than  it  before  appeared  to  be, 
though  it  then  appeared  to  be  too  bad  to 
admit  of  reprobation  comtr)ensurate  with 
its  demerits  ? It  appears,  from  a  pub- 
lication in  the  newspapers  just  received, 
that  the  Portuguese  Embassador  in  I.ondtn 
has  received  dis^patches  fron  ll:e  Regency  ot 
Portugal,  commanding  him  to  make  a 
strong  remonstrance  aizainst  the  Conven- 
tions ;  that  the  people  of  Portugal  were  not 
less  indignant  at  the  term^pfii"  these  Conven- 
tions than  thepeople  cf  England  are  ;  that  not 
I  any  l\)rtuguese  of  any  description  were  coi  - 
suited  up.in  the  subject  of  the  ("^onvrn- 
i  lions ;  and  that,  so  great  was  tiie  dissatis- 
:  faction  in  Portugal,  lh:it  appr«?hensions 
,   were  culerlained,    that,    if    our    jjeneraU 
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attempted  to  suffer  the  French  to  carry  off 
their  phinder,  open  and  violent  opposition 
would  be  made  by  the  Portuguese.  But, 
there  are  other  ailedj^ed  tacts  of  a  still  more 
lerious  nature,  which  fjicts  I  find  stated  in 
the  Times  newspaper  of  ths  26th  Septem- 
ber, and  which,  if  they  shall  prove  to  be 
■well  founded,  cannot  possibly  leave  a  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  any  man  living,  as  to  the 
motive,  by  which  Wellesley,  at  least,  was 
actuated.  The  facts,  as  thus  given,  are, 
1.  that  Wellesley,  when  he  tirst  landed,  up- 
on being  applied  to  for  thr^  arms,  sent  out 
for  the  use  of  the  Portuguese  patriots, 
refused  them,  in  consequence  of  which  re- 
fusal more  than  three  fourths  of  the  patriots 
w-ere  prevented  from  taking  pait  in  the  ac- 
tion against  the  French  ;  2,  that,  ev-.n  those 
patriots  who  were  armed,  were  not  brought 
into  action,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  one 
case  a  body  of  1,500  of  them  were  put 
aside  to  make  way  for  a  corps  of  British, 
and,  in  another  case,  during  the  battle  of 
Vimiera,  the  whole  of  the  patriot  force,  un- 
der their  general  FsEiUE,  was  removed  to 
the  distance  of  more  than  six  miles  from  the 
scene  of  action  ;  3.  that  no  merit  has  been, 
by  «ur  general,  ascribed  to  any  of  the  in- 
dividual exertions  of  the  patriots,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that,  in  some  instances,  the 
merit,  due  to  them,  has  been  given  to  the 
English  soldiers ;  4.  that,  at  the  battles  so 
mach  talked  of,  there  were  18,000  English 
to  12, OCX)  French  troops,  and  th^.t,  while 
the  Portuguese  tb.ink  that  victory  in  such  a 
case,  was  no  subject  for  boasting,  they  deny, 
that,  the  Convention  taken  into  considera- 
tion, any  conquest  was  achieved;  5.  that, 
just  before  the  last  engagement,  the  patriots 
having  consumed  ail  the  bread  they  had  in 
their  train,  their  general  applied  to  Wi-lles- 
]ey  for  a  single  day's  bread,  but  that  this 
application  was  rejected,  though  the  army 
of  the  latter  had  a  great  abundance,  upon 
which  rejection  the  Portuguese  general 
shortly  observed  :  "  then  we  will  fight  wiih- 
*'  out  bread  ;"  6.  that,  as  soon  as  the  C  n- 
vention  had  placed  the  forts  and  capital  in 
O'lr  hands,  our  precious  commanders  hoisted 
the  British  flag  in  them,  as  if  we  had  been  the 
principals  in  the  war,  nay,  as  if  we  had  been 
the  re-captors  of  the  country,  and  the  Por- 
tuguese people  had  been  consigned  over  to 
new- masters,  and  that  this  trait  of  in- 
solence had  excited  such  loud  and  gene- 
ral expressions  of  indignation,  that  our 
banners    were,  as   it  were   by   compulsion, 

taken  down  soon  after  thev  were  raised 

Upon  this  last-mennoned  fact,  this  most 
of  all  cutting  indignity  upon  the  Portuguese 
nation  and    their   sovereien,    the   Morning;   ' 
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Chronicle  has  remaiked,  that  it  must  have 
proceeded  from  insanity,  and  that,  if  veri- 
fieil,  the  authors  ouglit  to  be  brouglit  home, 
bled,  blistered,  and  put  into  dark  cells. 
This  is  one  way  of  avenging  ourselves  oa 
them  for  their  mischievous  arrogance,  their 
insolent  presumption ;  but,  I  am  not^  for 
any  thing  bearing  the  resemblance  ot  a  jest, 
upon  a  subject  so  serious,  so  replete  v/itii 
matter  of  national  grief,  shame,  and  dis- 
grace. What!  Admitted  as  auxiliaries; 
received  as  assistants  in  the  work  ot  delive- 
rance; landing  under  professions  of  disinte- 
restedness and  generosity,  we  not  only 
njake  a  convention  without  the  advice,  with- 
out the  consent,  without  the  knowledge,  of 
the  regency  or  of  the  commander  of  the  Por- 
tuguese forces  or  of  any  Portuguese  in  autho- 
rity; but,  having  so  done,  we,  in  virtue  of 
that  convention,  hoist  our  flags  upon  the 
ramparts  of  Portugal,  with  as  litrie  regard 
for  the  feelings  of  either  the  people  or  their 
sovereign,  as  if  we  had  been  in  the  country 
of  the  Taiijorenns  or  the  Polygars.  And, 
then  to  draw  down  the  flags  by  the  way  of 
compulsion.  First  to  raise  the  emblem  of 
valour  for  the  purpose  of  base  insolence, 
and  then  to  lower  it  from  motives  of  tear  ! 
Verily,  if  this  be  forgiven,  the  ass  of  Isa- 
cher  grea'ly  yields  to  us  in  the  virtue  of  pa- 
tience. Why,  tlie  fiags,  used  upon  this  oc- 
casion, ought,  if  the  fact  be  true,  to  ba 
burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  hangman,  or  put 
to  uses  the   most  vile   that  tlie  imaginatioa 

can    invent. If,    however,  the    previous 

facts  be  true,  fur  which  I  do  not,  as  yet, 
take  upon  me  to  vouch;  if  it  be  true,  that 
the  arras  were  refu.sed,  that  the  patriots 
were  studiously  kept  in  the  back  ground, 
that  their  merits  have  passed  unnoticed,  and 
that  a  day's  bread  was  refused  them  in  the 
hour  previous  to  the  action;  if  these  facts 
be  true,  the  hoisting  of  our  flag  over  their 
heads  is  no  more  than  a  suitable  winding  up 
o(  the  climax  of  insolent  contempt ;  and  the 
whole  series,  as  well  as  the  concluding  act, 
prove,  that,  from  the  outset,  it  was  re- 
solved to  treat  the  Portugue.se  after  the  man- 
ner, in  which  we  have  treated  the  misera- 
ble sovereigns  and  slaves  of  the  Itidian  pe- 
ninsula. 

The  Portuguese  general,  Fkeire,  hns  en- 
tered a  formal  Protest  against  the  Conven- 
tions made  by  our  generals  and  admiral, 
^ylvch  protest  I  here  insert,  as  I  find  it  iix 
the  Times  newspaper  of  the2dth  of  Sep- 
tember.  "   I  protest,  in  general,  on  ac- 

*'■'  count  of  this  treaty  being  total'v  void  of 
"  th-it  deference  due  to  his  ro)  al  highness 
"  the  Prince  Regent,  or  the  governr.-ent 
•'   that  represents  kim  ;  on  account  t;f  whac 


519] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER, 


"  may  be  hostile  in  it  to  the  sovereign  au- 
"  thori'y  and  independence  of  this  govern- 
"  nient,  and  for  all  that  may  be  against  the 
"  honour,  safety,  and  interests  of  the  na- 
"  tion  :  and,  in  particular,  1  protest  against 
"  what   is  sti^,ulaled   in  the  followin-  a;ti- 

"  clcs  : Akticlf.s    I,    IV,    and    XII, 

"  Because  these  articles  determine  t!ic  snr- 
"  render  of  rortoguese  fortified  places, 
"  stores,  and  ships  to  the  English  forces, 
"■  without  solemnly  deckiring  that  this  sur- 
*'  render  is  momentary,  and  that  it  is  in- 
"  tended  the-y  should  l.e  immediately  re- 
"  stored  to  the  Prince  Regent  of  Porti^gal, 
"  or  the  government  that  may  represent 
"  him,  to  whom  they  belong,  and  in  whose 
"  aid  the  English    forces  came  as  auxilia- 

"  ries  ! Art.  XVI.    Because  it  permits 

"  the  residence  in   Portugal  of  the  indivi- 

"  duals  mentioned  in   it. Art.   XVII. 

"  Because  it  attempts  to  tie  down  the  go- 
"  vcrnment  of  this  kingdom,  not  to  bring 
"  to  justice  and  condign  punishment  those 
"  persons  who  have  been  notoriously  and 
"■  scandalously  disloyal  to  their  prince  and 
"  their  country,  by  joining  and  serving  the 
"  French  party  :  and,  even  if  the  protec- 
"  tion  of  the  English  army  should  be  al- 
"  lowed  to  screen  them  from  the  punish- 
"  ment  they  have  deserved,  still  it  should 
"  not  prevent  their  expulsion,  whereby 
"  this  country  would  no  longer  have  to 
"  fear   being  again  betrayed  by   the   same 

"  men. Fikst    of    the    additional 

"  ARTICLES.  This  article  can  by  no  means 
"  bind  the  government  of  this  kingdom,  as 
**  no  reciprocal   conditions   are    stipulated. 

"  1  protest  finally,  on  account  of  the 

"  want  of  attention  to  the  safety  of  the 
"  inhabitants  of  the  capital  and  its  envi- 
"  rons,  nothing  having  been  stipulated  in 
'•  their  favour  to  insure  their  n»t  being 
*'  still  vexed  and  oppressed  by  the  French 
*■'  during  their  stay— not  even  an  equi- 
"  vaient  for  what  is  established  l)y  Art. 
"  XVI  and  XVII,  in  favour  of  the  French 

"  and  their    followers. And   to  tliese 

"  heads  I  limit  my  protest,  in  order  not 
"  ro  make  too  long  a  list,  passing  over  other 
"  objects  of  less  impoitance,  such  as  the 
"  concession  of  800  horses,  which  was 
"  made  without  cons'itlcring  that  they  al- 
**  most  all  belong  to  Portugal,  and  thus  can- 
"  not  be  considered  as  property  of  the 
"  French  ;  that  of  the  magazines  of  tlrti 
"  army,  filliid  at  f!ie  expcnce  of  the  coun- 
"  try,  and  consequently  only  belonging  by 
'•   fact,  not    by  riglit,  to   ihe    unjust  occu- 

"  prints  of  the  country. (Signed)   Bkk- 

"   NAHOIN  iMiEiur  D'Andraoqi Ihad- 

"  qumU-rs,   at    llu    EnCnmaiwrx,   Sept.  J 4, 
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"  ISOS." Now,  befor.?  we  make  any 

remark  upon  tkis  protest,  which,  of  itself, 
proves  how  worthy  this  general  was  of  be- 
ing consulted,  and  of  having  great  delcrence 
paid  to  his  opinions  and  his  wishes,  I  beg 
leave  to  recall  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  a 
fact,  which  he  may  have  forgotten,  but 
which  is  of  great  importance  as  viewed  in 
connection  with  the  facts  now  come  to  light. 
It  is  this  :  that,  some  days  after  the  news 
of  the  baale  ot  Vimeira  arrived,  a  report 
prevailed,  that  a  convention  had  been  made 
withJr.not  l-y  thf.  Poituguese  RenetiOj  and 
Commandeis,  which  convention  was  de- 
scribed to  be  nearly  what  the  ri-al  conven- 
tion has  turned  out  to  be  This  report  was 
staled  in  all  the  English  newspapers;  and, 
in  their  comments  upon  it,  they  expressed 
their  hopes,  that  our  commanders  would 
not  consent  to  its  execution.  They  railed 
it  "  a  French  trick  f  they  expatiattfJ  on  its 
invalidity  J  and  they  threw  out  hints  not 
very  complimentary  to  either  the  sense,  the 
courage,  or  the  integrity  of  the  Portuguese 
Regency  and  CouMuanders.  Well,  then, 
this  supposed  act  of  theirs,  is  the  real  act  of 
our  commanders.  Good  God  ^  where,  if 
these  men  are  not  brought  to  trial,  and  that 

speedily,  shall   we  hide  our  heads  r The 

protest  speaks  for  itself.  It  would  be  use- 
less to  go  over  it  in  detail  5  but,  there  is  one 
thing,  of  which,  from  the  bare  perusal  of 
this  paper,  the  public  must,  at  once,  imbibe 
perfect  conviction,  and  that  is,  that  it  is  im- 
possible, that  there  can  be  any  harmony  be- 
tween our  generals,  our  Convention-making 
Commanders,  and  the  Commanders  of  the 
Portuguese  forces  j  and  that,  if  Portugal 
were  again  to  be  attacked  by  the  French, 
the  defence  of  it,  by  the  forces  and  the 
commanders  now  there,  would  be  a 
thing  not  within  the  compass  of  probability. 
Nay;  it  is  not  at  all  improbable,  that  what 
has  here  been  supposed  may  be  the  least  of 
the  mischiefs  to  be  apprehended.  It  is  hardly 
])os3ible,  that,  in  the  necessarily  exasperated 
state  of  the  public  mind  in  Portugal;  in  that 
state  of  mind  described  to  us  in  pretty 
authentic  intelligence  j  it  is,  in  such  a  stat« 
of  the  public  mind,  hardly  possibl.;,  ihat 
our  army  should  be  suffered  to  remain  there, 
under  their  present  commanders,  in  security 
from  insult,  to  say  nothing  of  the  danger  of 
actual  assault.  'I'his  being  the  case,  it  is  matter 
of  some  surprize  with  me,  that  the  ministers 
have  not  taken  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
appiizing  the  public,  tliat  they  have  recuUed 
the  makers  of  the  Convention  ;  for,  that 
they  have  not  done  it  would  be  shocking  to 
suppose,  Yet^  when  I  think  of  the  ])artial 
publication  in  the  Ufiicial  Gazette;  when  I 
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think  of  the  leaving  out  of  the  translation 
of  the  armistice  ;  and  when  I  observe,  that 
not  a  word  is  said,  in  any  of  the  ministerial 
papers,  about  recnlUrig  the  generals,  I  must 
confess,  that  I  have  ray  fears  of  some  in- 
vention being  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
screening  them.  That  Wellesley  cannot  be 
screened  alone  is  evident.  He  must  take  his 
fate  with  Dalrynii/le  ;  nay,  my  opinion  is, 
that  the  last-named  old  gentleman  will  be 
able  to  produce  convincing  proof,  that  he 
was  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands  of  Wellesley. 
If  this  be  the  case,  the  very  bottom  of  the 
sink  of  corruption  will  be  stirred  up,  in  or- 
der to  bring  them  all  off  clear.  The  first 
thing  to  be  thought  of,  however,  is  the  state 
of  things  in  Portugal,  where  there  can  be 
neither  peace  nor  safety  as  long  as  the  con* 
vention-making generals  remain  there;  and, 
let  it  be  observed,  that,  though  our  minis- 
ters might  not  be  abie  to  prevent  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Convention,  they  will  b;  an- 
swerable for  whatever  mischief  may  arise 
from  our  Convention-making  generals  re- 
maining in  possession  of  the  command  be- 
yond the  earliest  moment,  at  w'hich  they 
had  it  in  their  power  to  deprive  them  of  it, 
after  they  received  the  accounts  of  the 
shameful  transactions,  of  which  we  have 
been,  speaking.  Let  them,  therefore,  look 
to  this.  If  they  persist  in  keeping  such 
men  in  the  command,  they  ought  to  be, 
and  they  will  be,  objects  of  general  exe- 
cration.  There  are,  doubtless,  many  ex- 
aggerated reports  j  but,  it  is  hy  no  means 
incredible,  that  the  Portuguese  army  may, 
as  has  been  stated  in  some  of  the  public 
prints,  "have  taken  a  menacii:!g  position,  and 
''  have  distinctly  irilimated  to  Sir  H.  Dal- 
"■  rymple,  that  they  will  resist  the  fulfilment 
"  of  the  Convention  ;  nay,  more,  that  they 
"  will  consider  any  movement  of  the  Eng- 
"  lish  arm)^,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the 
"  embarkation  of  tha  French  force,  as  an 
"  hostile  act."  If  this  be  so,  I  wonder  hov/ 
the  old  gentleman  felt  at  the  intimation  ?  I 
see  nothmg  dishonourabie,  nor  at  all  un- 
fair, in  the  Portuguese  doing  this.  They 
were  no  parties  to  tb.e 'Convention.  They 
never  were  consulted  upon  the  subject.  They 
had  invested  our  generals  with  no  diplomatic 
powers.  They  had  never  put  the  country 
under  their  command.  They  never  recog- 
nized them  either  as  rulers  or  representatives. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  tlie  Convention  had 
contained  an  article  recognizing  the  kingly 
authority  in  Junot.  Is  there  any  man  upon 
earth,  who  will  contend,  that  the  Portuguese 
would  have  been  bound  to  acknowledge  hirn 
as  their  lawful  sovereign  ?  No:  it  is  clear, 
then,  tiaat  otir  generals  could  not  bind  tlieuj 


-Conventions  in  Portvsral, 


[522 


in  any  thing ;  that  they  could  stipulate  legal- 
ly for  nothing  which  they  had  not,  out  of 
their  own  means,  and  without  contravening 
the  rights  or  the  wishes  of  the  Portuguese, 
the  power  of  fulfilling.  Why,  good  God  ! 
suppose  they  had  r,tipulated  to  give  England 
to  Napc'leon,  Wellesley's  recognized  ''  Em- 
"  peror  and  king  ;  "  must  we  have  suffered 
him  to  come  and  take  it  ?  The  idea  is  too 
absurd  to  be  entertained  for  a  moment ;  yet 
they  had  just  as  much  right  to  give  away 
England  as  they  had  to  give  away  Poituguese 

property. ^They  mAtst,  if  the  Portuguese 

resist  the  fulfilment  of  their  base  Convention, 
be  in  a  fine  stew,  as  the  old  women  call  it. 
I  dare  say.  Sir  Hewy  would  give  his  mull 
and  his  boots  into  the  bargain,  had  he  never 
(juitted  Gibraltar ;  and  our  dashing  '' Che- 
"  valier  da  bain  "  would  part  with  a  trifle, 
had  he  remained  amongst  the  tawny  slaves 
of  Flindostan,  where  mtn  are  mowed  down 
like  wheat-ears. — -, —  Should  this  resistance 
(which  God  send !)  take  place,  how  the 
haughty  V/tllesley  must  be  amazed  !  He 
will  not  be  able  to  treat  the  Portuguese  after 
the  manner  of  treating  the  poor  souls  in 
India.  How  disconcerted  he  must  look  !  I 
think  I  see  him  now.  What !  the  people 
whom  he  did  not  deem  worthy  of  panakmg 
in  the  glory  of  his  battles,  forbid  him  to  ex- 
ecute his  Convention  ! 

We  have  now^  amongst  the  other  docu- 
ments that  have  come  to  hand,  a  letter  from 
Wellesley  to  the  Bishop  of  Oporto,  which 
letter,  when  the  reader  has  seen  it,  will 
convince  him  of  the  truth  of  ail  I  said,  in 
my  last,  respecting  the  participation  of  Wel- 
lesley in  the  transaetions  of  the  22d  of  Au- 
gust. It  is  dated  at  the  camp  of  Ramahal, 
on   the   24th   of  August,  and   its   contents 

are    as  follows: "  ISIay  it  please  your 

"  Excellency  :  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
"  your  excellenc)'',  that  the  anry  under  my 
"  command  defeated  general  Laborde's  di- 
"  vision  on  the  1 7th  instant,  and,  on  the  2 1  st 
"  instant,  the  wholeof  the  French  army  unit- 
"  ed,  under  the  command  of  GeneralJunot, 
"  at  Vimiera.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in 
"  those  actions  was  very  considerable.  Last 
"  night  he  sent  genera!  Kellermann  to  confer 
"  with  General  Sir  H.  Dalrympie,  who  con- 
"  eluded  an  agreement  with  the  said  General 
"  forasuspensionof  hostilities,  until  the  con- 
"  elusion  of  a  Convention  !"or  the  total  evacua- 
"  tionof  Portugal  by  the  French  troops.  This 
"  agreement  contains  nothing  remarkaLIe, 
"  with  theexception  of  aprovision  for  secur- 
"  ing  theneutuiiity  of  theportof  Lisbonand 
"  the  Rus.sian. squadron.  Permit  me  to  cow  orc- 
"  (ulatc  your  excellency  on  the  approichin| 
"  conclusion  of  the  misforiunes  which  ha\1 
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f '  so  much  afflicted  your  country,  and  to  the 
*'  recovery  of  which  your  excellency's  zeal 
"  and  solicitude  have  so  much  contributed. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  (he  hif^hcst 
«'  cousideiation  and  respect,  your  exrellen- 
"  cy's  most  humble  and   obedient  servant, 

"  Arthur  Wellesley." Now,  where 

are  the  liars  with  their  "  lellcrs  from  the 
"  army,"  and  their  "  piolesl"  P  There 
was  nothing  even  remarkable,  excppt  the 
part  to  which  even  Cotton  would  not  assent ; 
and  he  congratulates  the  Bishop  upon  that, 
against  which  his  friends  here  swear  that  he 

$:)lemniy   protested. Pray,    reader,    bear 

with  me,  while  I  trace  along  the  course  of 
these  villainous  lies;  while  I  ferret  out  the 
political  vermin  that  are  gnawing  at  the  heart 
of  the  country. —  On  the  iGth  of  Septem- 
ber the  news  of  the  disgraceful  Convention 
was  published   in  an  Extraordinary  Gazette. 

By    recurring   to    the    newspapers,     it 

will  be  seen,  that,  as  lar  back  as  the  Uth, 
a  rumour  of  the  Convention  prevailed.  On 
the  12th  it  was  stated  that  there  had  been 
a  Convention  made;  but,  that  it  had  been 
done  by  the  Portuguese  Regency  ;  that  it  was 
a  clever  French  trick,  and  that  our  generals 
were  not  (no,  no,  'faith  !)  men  to  be 
imposed  upon  by  any  such  device.  On 
the  13ih,  the  Courier  had  the  following  re- 
mark upon  this  supposed  Convention  : 
"  Though  we  have  been  unable  to  trace 
*'  this  rumour  to  any  authentic  source,  yet 
"  we  must  confess  that  it  is  a  mnvmnvre  or 
"  trick  perfectly  in  the  French  character. 
"  Junot  might  hope  by  such  a  capitulation 
"  in  ^el  off  until  his  plunder  and  save  the 
"  Russinn  squadron,  and  he  might  think 
"  that,  however  we  might  object,  we  could 
'*  not  refuse  to  abide  by  it.  Nothing  to  be 
"  sure  would  be  weaker  in  the  F^>rtiiguese 
"  Regency,  knowing  of  our  approach  to 
"  their  assistance,  than  to  conrUule  a  ('on- 
"  vention  of  such  a  nature.  The  very  pro- 
"  posal  to  capitulate  on  the  part  (jf  Junot 
"  would,  we  should  think,  Iiave  made 
"  them  perfectly  sensible  that  he  had  no 
*'  hopes  of  making  an  effectual  stand  against 
"  the  British  force  advancins;  against  him. 
*'  Besides,  our  character  as  allies,  and  allies 
"  acting  with  such.  I'lirnur  and  DISIN- 
"  TERKSTEDNESS,  would  have  dictated 
"  to  ll)e  Regency  the  |)ropriety  of  entering 
*'  into  no   terms  to  which  ve  should  not  be 

"  a  parti/  and  have  given  our  coment." 

Reader,  does  not  your  blood  boil  upon  read- 
ing this?  Thus  (lid  this  paper,  unwitting- 
ly, but  very  justly,    pass    sentence   before 

Viand  upon  Wellesiey  and  his  as■^ociates. 

On  the  same  day,  there  appeared,  in  several 
ef  the  papers,  ap.tragr.ipli,  varying  its  shape 
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in  the  different  papers,  which  p.Uagraph 
stated,  that,  in  consequence  of  Sir  A.  Wel- 
lesley having  been  superceded,  and  his  ad- 
vice having  been  rejected,  the  victory  of  the 
2lHt  was  not  followed  up,  and  the  enemy 
was  enabled  to  concentriite  his  forces  and  to 
take  strong  positions.  This  is  llie  identical 
lie,  which  has  since  been  repeated,  and 
which  was,  I  trust,  completely  detected 
and  exposed,  in  my  ]»st,  where  it  was 
shown,  that  Wellesley  had,  agreeably  to 
Sir  H.  Burrard's  dispatch,  the  whole  and 
sole  active  command  during,  and  till  after, 
the  ba*tle  of  the  21st.  But,  observe  the 
time  of  ihis  lie's  appearing.  It  was  a  day, 
if  not  two,  after  the  ministers  had  received 
intelligence  of  all  that  had  been  done.  Wel- 
lesley's  friends  had  got  hold  of  it  ;  and  they 
instantly  set  to  work,  with  their  usual  activi- 
ty and  impudence.  On  the  lO'th,  when  the 
news,  as  communicated  through  the  Mayor 
of  London,  made  its  appearance  in  the  pub- 
lic prints,  it  came  side-by-side  v,ith  para- 
grai)hs,  stating,  that  there  had  been  a  mis- 
understanding amongst  our  commanders  in 
Poriugal,  But  the  best  way  is  to  take  one 
of  these,  with  a  particular  reference.  The 
Morning  Chronicle  of  the  l6\h,  had  this 
paragraph:  "  These  accounts  seemtojus- 
"  tify  the  reports  which  have  been  for  some 
"  days  in  circulation,  respecting  a  misun- 
"  derslanding  which  is  represented  to  have 
"  taken  place  between  our  military  com- 
"  mandcrs  in  r\>rtngal.  Sir  A.  Wellesley 
"  in  particular,  is  mentioned,  as  being  ejr- 
"  trfineli/  dissatis/ied  with  the  proceedings 
"  which  have  taken  place  since  he  was  su- 
"  perscded  in  the  command,  and  it  h3.s  beeii 
''  said  even  that  he  was  about  to  return 
'•  home  in  disgust.  But  whatever  founda- 
"  tion  there  may  be  for  the  former  part  of 
"  the  rumour,  the  hioli  character  of  this 
"  diitinijuished  and  gallant  officer  makes  it 
"  impossible  to  believe  the  latter.  We  un- 
"  derstand,  that  when  the  capitulation  was 
"  sii>nfd,  he  was  at  above  twenty  miles  di%- 

"  taut  from    head     quarters." When, 

however,  the  Gazette  came  out,  and  exhi- 
bited to  us  the  name  of  tliis  same  "  high- 
"  charactered  and  gallant  officer,"  at  tlie 
bottom  of  tlfe  most  infamous  of  the  docu- 
ments, a  circumstance  of  whicii  his  friends, 
even  those  of  the  highest  rank,  could  nor  be 
aware,  until  they  saw  the  docuir.ents  ; 
when  the  Gazette  came  out,  it  was  time  lo 
change  the  lie  ;  and,  it  was  then  asserted, 
w  ith  as  much  assurance  as  his  absence  had 
before  been  asserted,  that  he  was  compelled 
to  sign  the  armistice  ;  that  he  h.id  solemnly 
proicsted  against  it ;  and  that  he  was,  there- 
\o\c,  not  at  all  responsible  for  what  liad  bccH 
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done.     Corresponding  with  these  assertions, 
there      were    published    several    pretended 
"  letters  from  the  army,  "  insinuating,  thtit 
Dalrymple  and  Enrrarci  were  fools,  at  least; 
saying  th?it  their  arrival  had  spoiled  all  ;  and 
praising  Weileslcy  to   the  skies.     But,  now 
we  have,  under   VVellesley's  own    signature 
again,  a  proof  that  he  approved  of  what  he 
had    signed    in    the  armistice,  and  that    he 
considered    the   terms   of    that     docimient, 
which  terms  have  filled  all  England  as  v/ell 
as  all  Poi  tugal  with  grief  and  rapt  ;   that  he 
considered   those  terms,  wJvch   his   friends 
take   the  devil    to    witness    that    he    pre- 
tested against  at  the    same    moment    tJiat 
he  signed  them  ;     we  have  now,  as  if  he 
had  been  resolved  to  raise  a  blu-h  upon  tlie 
cheek  of  even  his   hardened  advocates;   we 
have  now,  under  his   own   hand,   ihe  proof 
that  he  regarded  thofe  terms  as  a   matter  of 
congratulation        And,    observe,     thai     he 
writes  this   letter  to  the   bishop,  before  he 
knew    that  Cotton   would   not  agree  to  the 
neutrality  of  the  Russian  tleet  and  of   the 
port  of  Lisbon.     It  is  the   thing  in   all  il* 
worst    light  that  he  approves  of,  and  upon 

which   he   presenis   his  cungiatulation.- • 

And  how  came  IVtilesley  to  be  the  person 
to  write  to  the  bishop  ?  Why  not  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple  ?  This  circum.stance,  though, 
at  first  sight,  it  appears  trifling,  is  of  great 
JmporUUice;  because,  it  ?hcws,  that,  though 
superceded  in  form,  he,  in  fact,  did  keep 
the  command  of  the  army  How  came  he 
to  write  to  the  bishop  ?  Whence  should  this 
arise,  but  from  that  arrogance,  which  had 
prevailed  over,  and  borne  down,  every  per- 
son and  ever)-^  thing  that  came  in  its  way  ? 

• In   short,    there   remams  not,    in    my 

mind,  tlie  smallest  doubt  of  his  having  been 
the  chief,  nay,  the   sole   cause,    of  all   (he 
miscliief  that    has  been    done.     There  are 
some  who  asciibea  still  worse  motive  to  him 
than  I  am  inclined  to  ascribe,  and,  it  must 
be  confessed   that    the    acknowledgm.ent  of 
"  the  emperor  and  king  of  Italy  "   together 
with  that  of  the  "Duke  d'J.hr  antes,"  might 
justify  any   suspicions  j    but,  the    motive  I 
think  imputable  lo  him,  supposing  him  not 
to  be  either  a  downright  fool  or  coward,  is 
that  of  a  determination  to  gratify  his  own 
insolent  ambition,  and  to  keep  all  others  in 
the  shade,  cost  what  it  might  to  his  country, 
to  the  country  of  our  allies,  or  to  the  great 
cause  of  Europe  in  general  — Dearly  has  the 
country  paid  for   this  arrogance;  this  inso- 
lence;  but,  when  we  cast  our  eyes  back  but 
a  little,  we  must  confess,  that,  great  as  is  the 
punishment,  the  country  richly  deserves  it. 
Ah  !   we  now  feel,  do  we,  what  it  is  to  pro- 
tect, cherish,  and  pamper  sudi  men  i"     We 
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have  not  yet  done  with  this  sort  of  feeling. 
We  have  yet  new  indignities  to  enco  nier. 
I  lim  told,  indeed,  and  from  what  I  d  am 
gocd  authority,  that  "  the  ministers  and  the 
"  king  are  as  indignant  at  the  conduct  of 
"  our  commanders  as  I  am."  It  is  very 
natural  that  they  shouidAeso;  but,  1  am, 
nevertheless,  fully  prepared  to  wilne<-s  a 
series  of  the  bnsest  arts  to  which  villainy, 
backed  by  a  heavy  purse,  ever  yet  resorted. 
I'hat  these  arts  will  not  succeed,  i  think 
very  probable  ;  yet;  again  I  be.'eech  the 
public  to  be  upon  ih-^ir  guard  against  them. 

With   respect  lo    (he  consequences  of  the 
Convention  m  Portugal,  some'of  them  iiave 
already  been  pointed  out;   but,   there  is  o.ne 
whicb  forces  itself  upon  us  in  a  way  not  lo 
he  denied  immd'ate  observation,  and  that 
is,   -ht  delay  in  sending  pari  of  the  troops  to 
the  gsHbtance  of  the  Spanish    patriots.     Sir 
Hew  toJd  us,   that  the  haoteniug  off  troops 
to  Spain  was,  in  his  mind,  the  chief  advan- 
tage of  the  Convention.     The  Convention 
was  signed  between  five  and  six  weeks  at-o. 
Is  th-rc  any  man  who  believes    that  a  single 
English    soldier    has  yet   left    Fortugal    Jof 
Spain  ?      Three  weeks,  we  know,  hud  lx>en 
spent  without  any  step  being  taken  to  fultil 
the   Convention  ;   or,  at  least,  without  any 
of  the  French  troops  having  been  embark- 
ed ;  and,  should    there   be  no   impeiliment 
from  (he  Portuguese,  it    will,  in  all  human 
probability,  be  a  month  from  this  time,  be- 
fore a  regiment  can   be  marched  off.     Rut, 
if  there   should  be  an    impediment,    what 
will,    in   that   case,    be    the   delay  ?     Why 
four  times  as  great,    perhaps,  as  could  hav'u 
arisen    from    a    reduction    of    the    French 
army,  and   a  sending  of  them  to  England 

prisoners   of    war. But,     why  are  not 

the   Convention -making  generals  recalled  P 
Can   any   one    affect    to   believe,    that   our 
army,  under  these  men,  either  will  or  can 
do  any  tiling  good,  in  Spain  or  Port-jgal  ? 
Spain    and  Portug.il    have    made    common 
cause  against    a  common    foe  ;    the    latter 
has    protested    agair.st     cur     conduct ;     it 
has,  in  the  person  of  its  chief  commander, 
accused   us  openly   of  having   usurped   the 
rights  of  its  sovereign  and  having  sacrificed 
its  interests  to  the  safety  and  impunity  of  its 
foreign    and    domestic  ibes.       ihis   protest 
has,  by   this  time,  been  read  in  every  town 
of  Spain.     Is  it  to    be  believed,  ther.,  ;hat 
(he  Spaniards    will   suffer  the  Convention- 

makii.g  generals  lo  enter  their  territorv  ? • 

No  time  should,  theiefort-,  be  lost  in  recall- 
ing those  generals.  l*"or  want  of  one  to 
lake  ihe  comniand,  the  St-rjeant,  who  is 
said  to  have  refused  ih"  u-aich  and  purse  of 
general  Bernier,  as  a  bribe  for  setting  that 
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gener::!    at    liberty,    would   co   very  well. 
That  man,  I'll   engage,  woultl   never  have  ^ 
signed  che  armistice  of  l\vi  22d  ot  Septe;ii- 

ber. It  is  clear,  that  ths   recall  ot  these 

men  ought  immedintely  to  take  place  ;   and, 
I   reoeat   my  aston.shnient,  that   it  has  not 
already  been  announced  to   the  public,  as  a 
measure  in  the  course  of  fulfilment.     But, 
there  is  more  besides  this  to  be  done,  in 
order  to  reinstate  us  iuthe  coniidence  of  the 
Portucuesa  and  Spaniards,  who  will  hardly 
be   satisfied   with   the  disclaimer,    however 
strongly   and  generally   expressed,    of   the 
pulUc  in   England,     'They   will  require  a 
disclaimer   on  the  part  of  our  government ; 
and,    surely,    they   will   not   have  to   wait 
many  dnys  for  a  formal,  a  public,  a  solemn 
Declaration,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  ex- 
pressing bis  grief  for   what  his  generals   in 
Portugal  have   done;    giving   the  strongest 
assurances,  that  the  like  shall   not  again  be 
done  ;  and,  to  give  weight  to  these  assuran- 
ces,  a  diotinct  intimation,  that  the  p;.rties, 
ao^ainst  whose   conduct  the  Portuguese  have 
protested,  shall,  with  all  the  speed  that  the 
impartial     administration     of    justice    will 
admit  of,    be  brought   to  trial.      Nothing 
short  of  this  will  afi'urd  us  a  chance  of  res- 
toration to  the  confidence  of  the  nations  in 
question  ;  nations  upon  whom  the  enemy  is 
now  pouring  down  with  imm«nse  force,  and 
who,    if    they  need   our  aid    at  all,    must 
need   it   at   this  moment.      What    a    wide 
dit!'erence     there    would     now    have  been 
in     our    prospects;     how  dilierent     would 
thev  have  been  from  what  they   are,  if  this 
shameful   Convention   bad  not  been  made ; 
and,  if    our   commanders    had,    trom    the 
first,  acted  with   the   discretion,  with    that 
respect  for  the  feelings  of  the   Portuguese, 
which  the  circumstances  of  the  case  rendered 
so   peculiarly   appropriate.       I   perceive,  in 
the  Gazette   which  has  reached  me  today, 
an  account  of  a  very  gallant  exploit  of  my 
LoKD  Cochrane  ;  but  he  does  not   take  all 
the  merit   to  himself;  you   hear   from  him 
not   a  word   of   biagging;   he   talks  of  no 
U'ondeis  that  he  and  his  crew  have  perform- 
ed ;     but  he   take^    caie    not    to  omit    the 
mention  of  the  good  conduct  o/^'<e  S/janinrds. 
*•'  The  castle   of  Mo.-igal,"   says  he,    "  an 
*'  imponant  post,  ccmpletdy  commanding 
**  a   pass    in  the    ro^d   from    Barctlona  to 
'*  Gerona,  which  the  French  ave  n^  \v   be- 
'*  sieging,  and  the  only  one  b^iw-jen  those 
'  **  towns    occupied    by    the    enemy,    sur- 
'*  ren  ercd    this    aborning  to   his  majesty's 
"  ship  under  my  commaud       The   Spauish 
*'  mitiUa   behaved   adiiiirfiL-ly,  in   carrying 
".■  an  oulpott  on  a  neigkl-ouring  hill.    I,ieut. 
*'  Hone,  with  the  marines,  took  possession 
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"  of  the  rastle,  which,  by  means  of  powder, 
"  is  now  levelled  with  the  ground.  The 
"  rocks  there  are  blown  down  into  the  road, 
"  which  in  many  other  places  is  rendered 
"  impassable  to  artillery  without  a  very 
"  heavy  loss  of  men,  if  they  determine  to 
"  repair  them. — I  ir.close  lo  your  lordship 
"  a  list  of  the  prisoners  and  of  the  material 
"  part  of  military  stores;  all  that  could  he 
"■  of  use  to  the  Spanish  militia  have  teen  de- 

"  livered  to  ihcm." This  is  the  m.anner, 

in  which  a  brave,  a  wise,  and  modest  man 
acts  and  speaks.  He  leaves  his  commander 
and  hiscoun'.ry  todetermiue  the  degree  of  his 
merit  and  the  importance  of  the  particular 
service.  Oh,  had  we  had  my  lord  Coch- 
rane at  Ramahal,  we  should  now  have  had 
Junot  and  his  army  in  England  !  The  con- 
duct of  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  in  the  Baltic  ;  his 
judicious  proceeding  after  the  action  ;  every 
th-'ng  that  we  now  see  of  gallantry,  or  wis- 
dom, or  modesty,  in  our  commanders,  ser- 
ves as  a  contrast  to  what  has  taken  place  iri 
Portugal,  where,  more  than  in  all  other  places 
put  together,  we  stood  in  need  of  the  practice 
of  these  virtues.  To  be  overbearing  and  vain- 
glorious is,  too,  so  opposite  to  our  national 
character ;  it  is  so  to  belye  our  country  ! 
Well,  we  have  now  a  pretty  good  lesson  up- 
on the  consequence  of  committing  our  in- 
terests and  our  honour  to  the  keeping  of  a 
fighter  of  nabob  viziers;  and,  if  fiom  that 
lesson  we  do  noi  profit,  we  merit  to  betraat- 
cd  like  the  subjects  of  those  same  nabob- 
viziers. 

Here  I  should  have  dismissed  this  subject, 
until,  at  least,  it  had  been  seen  what  the 
miniilrrs  really  intended  to  do  ;  but,  I  must 
add  a  few  words  upon- the  conduct  of  the 
Morning  Post  newspaper  of  yesterday.  It 
will  be  remembered,  that,  in  my  last,  I 
stated  afact  about  the  prapriftorship  of  that 
paper,  which  fact  was  of  great  importance, 
considered  in  connection  with  the  delence 
which  that  paper  has  attempted  to  make  for 
Wellesley.  Instead  of  any  thing  in  answer 
to  that  statement,  what  do  1  find  ?  Why,  a 
silly  letter  of  two  columns  and  a  half  in 
length,  contTovertii^g  my  opinions  aloul  the 
Spanish  Revolution,  and  which  letter  the 
editor  ackn^iwledges  to  have  had  in  his  hands 
for  a  month  past;  as  if,  by  controverting 
those  opiriions,  he  should  prove  my  state- 
ment, relative  to  his  paper,  to  be  untrue. 
in  tlie  same  pTOtr,  there  is  a  long  ar- 
ticle, the  object  of  which  is,  to  cause  it  to 
j  be  believed,  that  the  censure  now  bestowed 
upon  the  conduct  of  Wellesley  proceeds 
solely  from  a  spirit  of  party.  '  Now,  let  the 
ministry  betake  them  quickly  to  political  re- 
pentance,    if  this    be    true :    for,    of  this 
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*'  party"  are  the  whole  nation,  some  half 
hnndred  of  nabob  beaters  excepted  ;  and,  of 
course,  their  exit  i«  at  no  great  distance. 
But,  as  to  the  fact;  is  it  not  notorious,  that 
«.// the  papers,  wiihont  a  single  exception, 
gave  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  great  praise  for 
his  victories?  And.  as  to  nivself,  I  put 
them,  in  point  of  consequences,  upon  a 
level  with  the  battle  of  Trafilgar.  1  alscj 
appeal  to  the  reader,  whether  all  the  edi- 
tors did  not,  until  they  saw  the  Gazette, 
publish,  in  some  shape  or  other,  an  ex- 
pression of  their  opinion  that  be  had  had 
no  hand  in  the  Convention.  Let  us  take 
one  particular  insvance,  ho  A'ever.  If  it  be 
the  work  of  parti/,  then  it  must  be  the  work 
of  that  party,  which  is  opposed  to  the  pnrty 
of  the  Weilesleys ;  that  party,  then,  is  the 
Opposition  ;  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
Morning  Chronicle  is  the  official  print  of  the 
Opposition  ;  and,  in  the  Morning  Chronicle 
of  the  l6. h,  the  clay  be/ore  it  could  see  the 
Gazette,  there  was  a  paragraph,  as  has  been 
alrea.lv  seen,  stating  that  Wellesley  was  dis~ 
sati\fiL'd  with  the  Contention,  and  that  he 
was  "  above   twenty  miles  from    h.  ad-quar- 

*'  ters  wlien    it  was   signed." Did    this 

look  like  party  work  ?  -  It  is  a  false  and 
base  pretence.  There  has  appeared  nothing 
of  party- spirit  in  the  discussion;  and  now, 
as  la  the  ca-^e  of  Lord  Melville,  an  attempt 
is  made  to  draw  men's  minds  from  the  me- 
rits of  the  case  by  imputing  motives  of  par- 
ty to  those  who  are^  calling  for  justice  upon 
the  person  accused.  It  is  of  great  conse- 
quence, that  the  public  should  be  upon  its 
guard  against  ihis  sinister  design.  The  mind 
of  a  good  man  nat\ir;!lly  revolts  at  the  idea  of 
party  persecution.  This  Iau!^.able  feeling  in 
(he  English  public  has  often  proved  a  shield 
for  the  guilty;  and,  tbereiore,  we  should  be 
very  careful  to  ascertain  that  we  have  grounds 
for  such  a  feeling,  before  we  admit  it  as  an  in- 
mate It  is  not,  observe,  pretended,  that 
poor  Hew  or  Burrardhave  been  assailed  from 
party  motives  ;  and  why  not  they  as  well  as 
their  associate  ?  This  same  Morning  Post 
accuses  them  most  boldly ;  aye,  and  it  does 
it,   because  there  is  no  other  tvay  ofdi^fending 

JFellesL'u. Let   us,  however,  keep  upon 

eur  guard  against  deception  ;  let  us  keep  our 


eye  upon    those  who  have  power  to  act  effi 

ciently  :  let  us  see  what  they  do;  and  then      contained  in  the  dispatch   of  die  Count  de 


let  us  pass  our  judgement. 

Botley,  29  Septernher,    180S, 


Major  Cartwright   on  National 
Defence. 

Sir, — Now  that  the  press  of  Spain  has 
become  free,  and  that  we  see  both  emula- 
tion and  controvev.sy  enlightening  the  Spa- 


nish mind,  we  may  be  confident  that  such 
books  and  public  papers  of  England,  as  can 
be  serviceable  in  their  ])resent  struggle,  will 
find  their  way  thither.  The  best  of  our 
newspapers  will  be  imported  for  the  relations 
they  coniain  of  public  events ;  but  as  they 
are  heavily  laden  with  adverti-ements,  and 
stuffed  witJi  Irivolous  trumpery,  which  we 
ourselves  could  not  endure  were  it  not  pin- 
ned on  the  back  of  public  intelligence, 
while  your  Register  is  free  from  any  such 
alloy,  is  wdiolly  devoted  to  political  discus- 
sion and  state  papers,  and  's  conducted  with 
a  degree  of  principle  to  b-;  looked  for  in 
vain  in  the  other  papers  alluded  to,  it  may 
be  expected  that  it  will  not  be  overlooked 
by  the  Spanish  Patriots  ;  on  which  account 
it  is  to  be  hoped  you  will  continue  your  ob- 
servations on  Spanish  affairs  ;  which  is  the 
more  desirable,  as,  in  the  common  cause  in 
which  we  are  now  embarked  wuh  that  na- 
tion, it  will  be  difficult  to  imagine  any  dis- 
cussion on  go\ernment  wdiich  can  benefit; 
Spain,  that  will  not  at  the  saaie  time  benefit 
England  also;  a  circumstance  which  eaa 
very  rarely  occur,  in  respect  of  those  despo- 
tic governments  with  which  our  own  is  but 
too  frequently  allied. 

Since  my  last.  Sir,  new  and  brilliant  facts 
have  arrived  from  Spain,  in  confirmation  of 
the  doctrines  laid  down  in  the  ySgis,  on 
the  subject  of  the  arms-bearing  of  a  peo- 
ple, towards  proving  that  an  armed  popula- 
tion, instead  of  being  to  regular  armies  an 
"  unresisting  medium,"  ii  in  reality  a  wall 
of  adamant.  If  a  truth  so  founded  in  na- 
ture, and  so  apparent  to  any  unperverted 
mind,  be,  in  the  defence  of  Spnin,  thus 
already  manifested,  the  a'-ithor  cLums  no 
mLrit  for  having  maint.'ained  the  doctrine. 
All  he  does  claim,  is,  not  to  have  incurred 
ihe  demerit  of  suffering,  v\ithout  resistance, 
truth  to  be  beaten  dou'u  by  the  presump- 
tuous dogmas  of  the  adversaries  of  public 
liberty,  nor  to  be  silenced  by  the  vocifera- 
tions of  the  corrupt  panders  of  despotism  ; 
who,  in  the  service  of  one  faction  or  ano- 
ther, have  not  only  monopolized  a  large 
proportion  of  our  newspapers,  but  havewell 
stored  with  their  pernicious  writings  the 
shops  of  our  booksellers. 

The  filets  now  in  ray  thoughts  are  thoss 


Caldagues,  to  the  captain -gene'-al  of  Cata- 
lonia, transmitted  from  T.irrai<ona,  and  in- 
serted in  the  "  Times"  of  the  24[h  instant. 
The  French,  it  seems,  besides  having  the 
command  of  the  Pyrennean  Pass  near  the 
Bay  of  Roses,  were  in  possession  of  the 
fortress  of  Figueras,  very  near  the  moun- 
tains, and  also  of  the  cjty  of  Barcelona,  at 
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are  defeated,  they  perish,  or  fly  under  the 
impulse  of  terror." — They  attempt  to  rally, 
"  in  order  to  reconquer  what  they  had  so 
ignominionsly  lest  ;  "  but  it  i»  impractica- 
ble. Although  a  remnant  of  their  force  is 
preserved  by  tlieir  protecting  cavalry,  yet, 
leaving  behind  ti)em  artillery,  small  arms^ 
ammunition,  wheat,  and  plunder,  and  car- 
rying off  "  30  waggons  filled  with  their 
wounded,"  in  the  course  of  the  night  after 
the  battle,  which  had  "  commenced  at  7 
in  the  morning  and  lasted  until  late  in  the 
evening,"  they  seek  for  safety  in  flight. 
Rut  here  again,  so  keen  was  the  pursuit, 
that  they  had  to  sustain  "  various  encoun- 
ters on  the  road  to  Barcelona,  in  all  of 
which  they  proved  to  be  in  a  state  of  com- 
plete disorder,  and,  at  every  step  of  their 
progress,  many  of  them  paid  the  forfeit  of 
their  lives  ;  so  that  their  dead  almost  touch- 
ed each  other  as  they  fell,  until  their  arrival 
at  Barcelona,  with  a  remnant  of  about  600, 
for  the  preservation  of  which  a  corps  ad- 
vanced from  that  city."  Of  what  befel  the 
other  division  which  fled  to  Figueras,  in  an 
opposite  direction,  the  writer  of  the  dis- 
patch does  not  appear  to  have  been  ac- 
qu.iinted  :  but  he  hn-i  informed  us  that  both 
divisions  were  "  pursued  by  Milans  and 
Glares,  in  the  routes  which  they  had  respec- 
tively tahen  ;  "  whenc«  we  may  naturally 
suppose  that  those  who  fled  to  Figueras  did 
not  escape  unpunished, — Such,  Sir,  are  the 
facts:  but  what  is  the  moral? — It  is  that 
which  is  everywhere  inculcated  in  the 
yEgis,  that  a  regular  army,  necessary  as  it 
niay  be  for  invading  other  countiies,  or  for 
foreign  service  of  every  kind,  is  no(  nec'js- 
sarjf  for  o  nation's  dfjence.  Nor  will  it  be 
any  impeachment  of  this  doctrine,  should 
Spain,  now  she  has  got  a  genera!  Junta  of 
Regency,  increase  her  regular  force  in  any 
degree  to  which  her  finances  may  extend. 
The  raising  of  the  siege  of  Gerona  and  the 
defeat  of  Duh^ume  will  still  remain  nporx 
record  to  prove,  that  a  regular  army  is  not 
necessary  for  the  dejenre  of  a  nation, 

J  am,  nevertheles?,  Sir,  well  aware  of 
sound  reasons  why  Spiun,  under  her  pre- 
sent circumstances,  miy  adopt  the  expe- 
dient of  increasing  her  regular  force.  Her 
n)ilitia  is  on  a  bad  model  ;  she  never  had 
such  a  system  as  the  Ivnglish  posse  comita- 
tus.  Perfect  as  in  its  own  nature  that  sys- 
tem is,  yet  even  in  England  a  plan  for  re- 
storing it  to  "  full  vigour  and  energy,"  ac- 
cording to  the  wihh  of  Sir  William  Jones, 
has  got  no  nearer  adoption  than  being  in 
manuscript,  as  the  dr.iught  of  a  parliamen- 
tary bill.  Meanwhile,  Spain  has  not  a  mo- 
ment to  lose.      Although  armed  patriotSj, 


the  distance  of  about  l,')  or  lO  leagues,  with 
the  strong  fortress  of  Monjui  by  which  it  is 
overlooked  j  and  had  now  laid  siege  to 
Gerona,  situated  in  the  intermediate  jpace 
between  those  places.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  keeping  in  our  recollection  the 
vicinity  of  the  scene  to  France  itself,  the 
Count  advanced  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
the  siege.  "  On  his  arrival  at  the  town  of 
Castilla,  he  found  that  he  could  muster 
about  (iOOO  men  in  arms  ;  and  though  there 
were  among  them  only  about  300  veterans, 
and  but  a  very  few  more  that  were  formed 
into  companies  of  miquelots,  he  did  not 
hesitate  a  moment  to  attack  the  enemy, 
upon  a  system  adapted  to  the  nature  oi  his 
and  their  force."  The  enemy  is  stated  to 
have  been  "  from  7  to  6000  infantry,  and 
from  8  to  9OO  cavalry,"  under  General 
Dnhesme. 

Now  admitting,  (even  against  the  express 
evidence  of  the  dispatch),  that  the  French 
might  not  have  bee:  superior  in  number  to 
the  army  by  which  the}'  were  attacked,  and 
admitting  likewise  that  the  besieged  Gero- 
nians  themselves  were  to  be  accounted  as 
part  of  the  Spanish  force,  yet,  according  to 
the  doctrine  of  an  armed  population  being  to 
a  regular  army  an  "  unresisting  medium," 
the  Spanish  Patriots  who  attacked  thi"  army 
of  accomplislied  regulars,  in  a  position  be- 
tween two  strong  fortresses  in  their  pos- 
session, and  very  near  the  French  gate  into 
Spain,  and  protected  nlso  by  a  body  of  ca- 
valry to  which  they  themselves  had  none  to 
oppose,  ought  to  have  been  put  to  a  shame- 
inl  flight,  or,  had  they  been  m.ad  enough  to 
have  rushed  upon  destruction,  ought  \q  have 
been  cut  to  atoms  and  annihilated.  But,  on 
the  contrary,  these  regulars,  having  every 
advantage  on  their  side,  are  borne  down  by 
"  the  skill  and  valour"  of  the  patriots, 
their  line  of  battle  is  broken,  one  part  seek- 
ing their  safety  in  Figueras  and  the  other 
within  the  walls  of  Barcelona.  It  seems 
probable  that  the  "300  veterans"  of  the 
Spaniih  were  no  part  of  a  distiact  corps, 
but  individuals  who,  in  consequence  of  the 
rule  of  the  Spanish  army,  of  enlisting  for 
liinited  service,  were  foimd  among  the  po- 
pulation now  armed  and  organized  ;  but, 
be  that  as  it  may,  and  whether  serving  to- 
gether, or  (as  more  probaijle)  in  the  capa- 
city of  non-commissioned  officers,  here  is  an 
army  of  volunteers  with  as  few  veteran  in- 
dividuals in  its  ranks  as  can  be  supposed 
ever  to  happen,  and  yet,  so  far  is  it  from 
being  a  mere  "  depositary  of  panic,"  tint 
i'.  '■'  attacks  the  enemies'  batteries  with  the 
bayonet,  with  .such  ardour  arid  celerity,  they 
have  scarce  i\vRt  to  think  of  resiitansej  they 
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lighting  for  the  liberties  of  their  country, 
will  ever  be  greatly  suj>erior  to  any  merce- 
nary enemies,  even  number  tor  uniuber, 
n'jan  for  man,  whenever  the  battle  comes  to 
be  decided  by  the  bayonet,  yet,  in  ma- 
nceavring  and  tactics,  regular  troops  wiio 
are  soldiers  and  nothing  else,  and  whose 
whole  tiuie  is  devoted  to  soldiership,  ought 
to  have  a  superiority  over  a  patriot  niiJiLia, 
v/ho  are  citizens  as  well  as  soldiers.  0.\ 
this  account  Spain  will  probably  augnient 
her  regular  force.  Bat  the  more  she  re- 
llecfs  on  her  present  situation,  which  im- 
periously demands  every  arm  that  can  wield 
a  weapon,  the  sooner  she  will  discover  that 
Jier  main  reliance  must  not  be  on  regular 
armies.  In  proportion  as  her  defenders 
shall  be  numerous,  she  may  dispense  with 
superior  skill  in  niancEUvrmg ;  for,  alter 
ali  that  ever  wis  or  ever  can  be  advanced  in 
support  of  military  science  in  raantfiuv- 
ring,  such  science  is  but  a  substitute  for  phy- 
Bical  strength,  whereby  the  regular  gains  ine 
flank*  of  hio  less  expert  adversary,  or  sonje 
equivaler/i  advantage  :  but  when  the  contest 
is  between  an  army  and  an  armed  nation, 
the  flanks  of  the  latter  never  can  be  turned. 
It  is  superior  in  front  ;  it  will  soon  have  a 
great  force  on  each  flank  of  the  invader; 
and,  if  he  dare  to  advance,  it  must  likewise 
occupy  his  rear  with  troops  through  which 
he  never  can  cut  his  retreat.  In  short, 
under  circumsiances  in  M'hich  manoeuvring 
can  be  of  no  avail,  the  time  and  the  money 
that  have  been  spent  in  their  acquisition 
have  been  thrown  a\yav  ;  for  the  mvader 
cannot  avoid  a  decision  l-y  the  ha.yonel,  in 
which  case,  as  before  observed,  he  must 
he,  man  to  man,  inferior ;  and  when,  like- 
wise, he  must  be  surrounded  by  thrice  or  four 
limes  his  number,  his  destruction  must  be 
as  certain  as  any  demoiistration  in  Euclid  ; 
for,  independent  of  tiie  operation  of  the 
bayonet  in  the  hands  of  an  enraged  people, 
avenging  themselves  on  mercenary  instru- 
ments of  despotism  astempting  their  subju- 
gation and  slavery,  invaders,  once  hemmed 
in  by  surrounding  armies  of  patriots,  cannot 
long  have  either  food  or  sleep.  When  we 
are  comparing  regulars  and  a  pa! riot  mili- 
tia, it  is  always  to  be  presumed  that  the 
latter  are  to  be  taught  lo  use  fire-arms,  so  os 
to  destroy  enemies  withoui  danger  to  friends, 
and  the  necessary  tactics  for  each  man  keep- 
ing his  station  in  any  necessary  evolution  of 
ins  hattalion.  Thjs  is  very  soon  taught,  and 
tiiis  is  all  that  is  essential,  except  mere  at- 
tention, and  a  steady  obedience  to  luhat  is 
ordered.  Law,  and  a  sense  of  the  necessi- 
ty, must  therefore  soon  make  as  good  sol- 
diers of  a  patriot  militia  as  the  defeuce  of  a 


country  can  require.  And  the  same  law 
can  furnish  artillery  in  any  number,  and 
provide  for  its  education. 

But,  Sir,  there  are  some  amongst  us  wha 
pre,  it  seems,  troubled  v.iih  an  anprrhensi(<n, 
that  all  this  gallantry  of  the  Spanish  people 
is  to  prove  of  no  avail  towards  bettering 
their  political  condition.  They  see  nollihig 
encouraging  in  the  ?ia(uri.'  of  the  content  ; 
nor  any  thing  to  hope  as  to  the  mult.  Dif- 
f'.ring  in  opinion  on  these  points  with  thofe 
by  whom  such  sentiments  are  entertained, 
and  wishing  every  question  now  applicable 
to  Spain  to  b?  brouglit  into  discussion,  as, 
in  my  judgment,  such  discussion  v.'cre  good 
bath  for  Spain  and  for  England,  the  toliow- 
ing  observalions  solicit  a  place  in  your  Re- 
gister. 

First,  then,  touching  the  nature  of  the 
contest,  I  do  not  apprehend,  that,  on  the 
part  of  the  Spaniards,  the  war  against  the 
Buonapartes  is  a  mere  war  of  the  priests,  for 
preserving  the  sway  tiiey  have  over  the 
minds  of  the  people,  which  would  soon 
cease  under  a  French  government.  Neither 
can  I  be  persuaded,  that  all  the  exertion  and 
animation  I  see  on  the  part  of  many  Spa- 
niards of  rank,  in  rouzing  their  ciAnnrymen 
to  arms  and  leading  them  to  battle,  is  a 
mere  factious  effort  for  either  restoring  the 
corruptions  of  the  Bourbon  government,  or 
for  placing  the  government  exclusively  in 
the  hands  of  the  aristocracy. 

Soaae  individuals,  indeed,  may  be  whoPy 
influenced  by  selfish  and  factious  motives; 
and  some  tincture  even  of  such  motives  may 
possibly  be  rningled  with  rnoregenerous  senti- 
ments in  the  minds  of  others;  but,  froix  the 
peculiar  nature  of  this  case,  so  calculated  in 
all  respects  to  inspire  a  real  patriotism,  and 
furnishing  so  glorious  an  opportunity  for  the. 
complete  deliverance  of  Spain,  it  woidd  be 
an  imj^acbment  of  tlie  common  sense  and 
taste  of  all  the  enlightened  men  of  that  na- 
tion, as  well  as  ot  their  virtue,  to  believe 
they  could  iresist  the  temptation  of  being 
real  patriots  on  such  an  occasion.  In  what 
other  way  can  a  Spaniard,  at  the  present 
juncture,  rise  to  ernincnce?  Spain  must 
either  receive  the  French  yoke,  or,  she  must 
resist.  She  must  either  fall,  or  triumph. 
There  is  no  medium.  And  she  has  no 
moans  of  a  successful  resistance,  but  in  arms 
and  liberty.  Is  not  tliis  enough  to  lire  every 
Spanish  mind  with  patriot  virtue  ?  And 
wh"n  that  high-minded  people  shall  have 
thus,  after  a  bloody  struggle,  repi-Ued  the 
French  usurper,  will  it  be  possible  for  their 
leaders  to  descend  from  tiiat  lofty  freedom 
they  must  thvn  possess,  to  crouch  again  un- 
der tlie  despotiaiii  of  royal  drivellers,  or  the 


535]   POLITICAL  ^EGISTER.—Major  Carhvright's  Lelter  on  National  Defence.    [53(3 


infamous  corruptions  of  Godoys?  This  is 
what  I  cannot  believe.  On  the  anthoiity, 
indeed,  of  one  wiio  is  near  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, I  am  taught  to  believe,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  respect  piid  to  the  name  of 
Ferdinand  VIL,  the  object  ot  the  must  dis- 
tingui->hed  leaders  is  a  complele  reformaiion 
of  government,  as  a  basis  of  real  liberty  : 
and  it  seems  lensonable  to" conclude  that  this 
roust  be  the  case,  when  we  reHect  on  the 
gigantic  power  of  the  invader,  jind  on  the 
impossibility  of  animating  the  people  by  any 
other  ho/jc  or  motive,  to  that  patience  under 
Buttering,  to  that  enthusiasm  in  the  cause, 
and  to  that  contempt  of  danger  and  death, 
which   are  indispensably  necessary  to  kuc- 

cess. And  why  are  we  not  to  conceive 

it  jjossible  that  even  in  a  Roman  Catholic 
country,  and  one  in  which  the  nobles  do 
nol:  want  pride,  a  priesihood  and  a  nobility 
should  be  capable  of  patriotism  ?  Those 
nobles  who  secured  us  Magna  Charta  v/crc 
proud  eniiugh  in  all  reason  ;  they  were  Ro- 
rnan  Ca. holies,  and  had  moreover  at  their 
head  a  Romi-h  priest,  archbishop,  and  car- 
dinal — Stephen  Langton.  But  the  fact  is, 
that  whatever  might  be  the  leaning  of  their 
oun  inclinations  against  popular  freedom 
from  the  prejvidices  of  their  respective  or- 
ders, ihey  were  in  a  situation  in  which  they 
had  to  choose  between  fivouring  real  public 
liberty,  and  submitting  their  own  necks  to 
n  halet.l  and  disgusting  yoke.  And  are  not 
tiie  priesthood  and  nobility  of  Spain  now  in 
the  same  predicament  ?  So  much,  iheu;  for 
the  wfl^jvre  of  the  contest. 

I  come  now  to  the  hopes  which  may  be 
entertained  of  a  beneficial  result.  What, 
indeed,  is  there  not  to  be  hoped  for,  when 
we  see  a  nation,  as  one  man,  fly  to  arms, 
on  an  attempt  against  its  independence  !  I 
perfectly  well  know  the  essential  difference 
there  is,  between  independence  and  liberty  : 
- — between  Spain  Leiiig  exempt  from  the 
doirination  of  France,  and  enjoying  a  tn.ly 
fee  government  of  her  own  choosing.  Un- 
^ier  a  government  merely  Spanish,  that  go- 
vernmeut  might  indeed  be  independent  j 
while  ths  nation  might  be  enslaved ;  as 
Spain  lately  was.  But  is  it  to  be  believed 
that  her  de&potic  government  under  the 
Bourbons  having  been  annihilated,  and  the 
waole  nation  having  taken  up  arms  to  .tave 
?t~elf  from  the  despotism  of  another  family, 
Spain  should  be  .>-o  besotted;  as  to' wade 
through  her  own  blood  to  place  her.'elf  in 
her  lace  abject  slavery  again  ?  Those  who 
have  faith  enough  1(1  believe  this,  must  be 
as  expert  at  believing  as  any  pope  on  earth 

could  wibh. Is  it  not  evident,   that   the 

armed  union,  uiikh  bhail  be  suiFicient  to  re- 


sist France,  must  be  all  powerful  to  recover 
tliose  ancient  liberties  which  the  Spanish 
nation,  with  extreme  indignation,  saw  torn 
from  them  bv  Charles  V.  and  his  gloomy 
son  ?  And  when  the  French  armies  shall 
be  repelled,  and  the  modelling  of  the  go- 
vernment shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  vic- 
torious piitriots,  without  cither  the  pre.';ence 
of  royal  personages  debauched  by  power,  or 
their  corrupt  minions,  to  counteract  their 
designs  for  the  public  good,  can  any  human 
being  doiibi  of  their  best  endeavours  to  esta- 
blish it  on  the  solid  foundations  of  political 
liberty,  protected  by  a  national  Cortes  ? 
Upon  the  whole,  in  the  armed  population 
I  see  the  materials  of  success ;  in  the  general 
junta,  just  asserubled,  the  means  of  orga- 
nizing, harmonizing,  and  directing  these 
materials^  and,  in  their  now  free  press,  the 
mental  nntrim.ent  for   supplying  energy  and 

enthusiasm. The  honest  mass  of  every 

people,  who  have  virtue  enough  to  fight  for 
their  country,  are  ever  friends  to  free  go- 
vernment; and  all  they  wjant  is  leaders  of 
sufncicjut  knowledge  and  integrity,  for  pre- 
ferring what  is  intrinsically  good. 

A  little  reflection  on  the  constitution  of 
human  nature,  and  on  that  faculty  of  rea- 
son which  places  us  above  the  condition  of 
the  brute  creation,  Vvill  convince  us  that 
this  must  be  so.  And  there  seems  good 
ground  for  concluding,  that,  on  the  present 
occasion,  there  is  sutficient  virtue  among 
the  higher  classes  in  Spain,  to  establish  that 
union  betw'een  the  nobility  and  the  com- 
mons, the  want  (if  tvhich  caused  the  loss  of 
their  liberties  under  their  former  monarchs, 
and  the  peculiar  degradation  of  the  nobles. 

At  the  period  now  spoken  of,  there  was 
among  the  commons  of  Spain  more  know- 
ledge on  the  subject  of  civil  government 
than  among  any  other  people  in  Europe, 
those  of  England  not  excepted  ;  and,  had 
not  the  extravagant  pretensions  of  the  nobi- 
lity, imbibed  from  the  feudal  system,  which 
had  proved  the  bane  instead  of  the  preserver 
of  the  ancient  liberties,  then  prevented  a 
cordial  union  between  the  two  classes,  Spain 
would  probably  have  s.t  an  example  te 
mankind,  which  was  reseived  for  England 
a  century  and  a  half  afterwards :  1  do  not 
mean  of  expelling  a  tyrannical  king  ;  but 
of  declaring  tho  rights  of  a  people,  and  lay- 
ing thereon  the  foundations  of  government. 
Between  the  events  alluded  to  and  the  pre- 
sent there  are  striking  resemblances.  The 
Spanish  "*  sovereign  was  absent  from  his  do- 
minions ;  by  the  ill  conduct  of  his  minis- 
Jers  he  luid  lost  the  esteem  aad  affection  of 
his  subjv-cisj  tlie  people,  exaspcraied  by 
nnny  injnrieSj  had  taken  arm?;  though  with-' 
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out  concert,  almost  ly  gsncrnl  consent.'^ 
Their  first  cars  *'  was  to  establish  some 
form  of  union,  that  they  might  act  with 
greater  regularity,  and  pursue  one  common 
end." — "  Assuming  the  nnme  of  the  holy 
Junta  or  association,  they  proceeded  to  de- 
liberate concerning  the  state  of  the  nation, 
and  the  proper  method  of  redressing  its 
grievances."  Ha|ipily  for  Spain,  in  the  pre- 
sent juncture,  their  king  cannot  now  fol- 
low the  example  of  her  then  absent  mo- 
narch, who,  in  circular  letters  to  all  the 
cities,  endeavoured  by  m;ld  but  insidious 
language  to  divert  them  from  their  purpose; 
while,  to  the  nobles,  wboni  before  he  had 
treated  with  contempt  and  endeavoured  to 
humble,  he  wrote  others  "  exciting  them 
to  appear  with  vigour  in  defence  of  their 
own  rights,  and  those  of  the  crown."  By 
these  letters,  by  seeming  concessicr.s,  and 
other  flatteries,  he  but  too  well  succeeded 
with  this  order  of  men. 

"  The  Junta,  relying  on  the  unanimity 
with  which  the  nation  submitted  to  their 
authority,  _  elated  with  the  success  which 
hitherto  had  accompanied  all  their  under- 
takings, and  seeing  no  military  force  collect- 
ed to  defeat  or  obstruct  their  designs,  aimed 
at  a  more  thorough  reformation  of  political 
abuses."  What  we  in  England  have  called 
a  Bill  of  Rights,  they  termed  a  Remon- 
strance. It  contained  between  thirty  and 
forty  articles,  amongst  which  vvere  these; — 
"  That  no  foreign  troops  shall,  on  any  pre. 
tence  whatever,  be  introduced  into  the 
kingdom;"  doubtless  meaning  to  prevent 
soldiers  from  the  king's  German  dominions 
being  brought  into  Spain  r?)  favour  arbifratry 
designs  ;  "  that  all  new  offices  created  since 
the  death  of  queea  Isabella  (Charles's  grand- 
mother) shall  be  abolished  ; — that  the  crown 
shall  not  influence  or  direct  any  city  with 
regard  to  the  choice  of  its  representatives  ; 
— that  no  :,'iember  of  the  Cortes  shall  re- 
ceive an  office  or  pension  from  the  king, 
either  for  himself  or  for  any  of  his  family, 
under  pain  of  death,  andconfication  of  his 
goods;  — that  each  city,  or  community, 
shall  pay  a  competent  salary  to  its  represen- 
tatives for  his  maintenance  during  his  at- 
tendance on  the  Cortes  ; — that  all  privileges 
which  the  nobles  have  at  any  time  obtained, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  commons,  shall  be 
revoked  ; — tliat  the  lands  of  the  nobles  shall 
be  subject  to  aH  taxes  in  the  same  manner 
as  those  of  the  commons ; — that  indul- 
gences shall  not  be  preached  or  dispert^eu  in 


Unfortunately,  Sir,  "  (he  nobles,  who, 
instead  of  obstrucing,  had  favoured  or  con- 
nived at  their  proceedings,  while  they  con- 
fined their  demands  of  redieS')  to  such  griev- 
ances" as  bad  proceeded  only  from  kings 
and  ministers,  no  sooner  perceived  that 
their  own  ex:orbitant  privileges,  especially 
the  exemption  of  their  estates  from  all  pub- 
lic taxes,  were  thought  grievances,  than 
they  fell  off  from  the  cause  of  reforinalion 
and  liberty,  and,  by  siding  with  the  crown 
against  the  Junta,  eiicouragt-d  Ch?rlcs  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  views  ;  whereby  he 
in  the  end  completely  established  that  atjso- 
lute  dominion  which  haN  now  for  nearly 
three  centuries  kept  their  order  in  a  slate  of 
mortifying  degradation,  and  lain  so  heavily 
on  the  loins  of  the  whole  Spanish  nation. 

When'  too  late,  they  became  sensible  of 
their  error;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  their 
posterity  of  this  day,  who  have  now  the 
most  favourable  opportunity,  that  was  ever 
presented  to  the  patriots  of  any  nation,  to 
establish  its  freedom  on  sure  foundatior  s, 
will  prove  more  virtuous.  The  bitter  re- 
membrance of  the  despotism  that  has  been 
experienced,  with  all  its  oporessions  and 
abominations,  which  have  in  all  ways  proved 
the  direst  curses  of  their  country,  must 
surely  have  power  to  inspire  them  with  a 
sincere  desire  of  now  cordially  uniting  with 
the  commons,  in  a  dispassionate  viev/  of 
those  principles  of  government  under  which 
the  rights  of  all  classes  are  secured,  and  b;,-- 
which  the  political  liberty,  prosperity,  and 
happiness  of  a  nation  can  alone  be  provided 
for.  I  do  not  mean  to  disguise,  that  the 
Spanish  commons  of  that  day,  when  they 
discovered  traudful  practices  for  counteract- 
ing their  patriotism,  were  in  some  instanc;;s 
more  governed  by  their  passions  than  their 
reas-ons  ;  thereby  furnishing  the  nobles  wiih 
an  apology  they  eagerly  caught  at  for  their 
conduct  in  not  having  united  with  them  ; 
which,  had  they  done  in  time,  would  doubt- 
less have  secured  to  the  nobility  every  modi- 
fication of  the  "  Remonstrance,"  which 
could  in  reason  have  been  required. 

When,  as  I  have  said,  it  was  too  late,  the 
Spanish  nobles,  in  the  year  153c),  then  sen-. 
sible  of  the  error  of  their  former  ronducr, 
"  demanded  a  conference  witii  the  repr<.- 
sentati\es  of  the  cities  concerning  the  .stale 
of  the  nation,"  and  made  representations  to 
the  king ;  but  he  was  then  become  too 
strong  fiir  their  united  op[)Osiiion.  He  d"s- 
niissed  the  Cortes  of  Castile,  then  a.^^erc- 
bled  at  Toledo,   "  with  great    indignation," 


the  kingdom  until   the   cause   of  p\jblishit,g 

them  be  examined  and  approved  of  by  the      and  "'  from   that   period    neither  rhe  nobles 
the  king  shall  ratify,  and      nor   the 


Cortes; — and  thatth« 

ko^ld  as  good  service  done  to  him  and  to  the 

hingdom  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Junta." 


le   prelates   h^lve  been  caiied   to  these 
aysemblies,  on  pretence  that  such  as  nay  no 

part  Gt  the  public    t^ixts,  should  cia;m    no 
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vote  in  Inying  them  on.     None  have   been   |  of  any  of  its   proceedings,  either  votes   o"^" 


admitted  to  the  Cortes  but  the  procurators 
or  representatives  of  eighteen  cities.  These, 
to  tile  number  of  3'j,  being  two  from  each 
community,  form  an  assembly  which  bears 
no  resemblance  either  in  power  or  dignity 
or  independence  to  the  ancient  Cortes,  and 
are  absolutely  at  the  devotion  of  ihe  court  in 
all  their  determinations." 

In  the  constitution  manufactured  by  Bo- 
naparte at  Bayonne,  this  skeleton  of  repre- 
sentation, for  a  nation  of  8  millions  of  souls, 
is  carefully  copied  ;  whereas,  in  the  year 
J300,  forty  eight  cities  of  only  Castile  sent 
their  deputies  to  the  Cortes,  to  the  num- 
ber of  125,  as  they  chose  more  or  fewer 
according  to  their  population  ;  nnd  it  made 
part  ot  tlie  claim  of  tt:e  nation;d  Junta  above- 
mentioned,  that  each  city  of  Spain  should 
send  three. ^ — The  circumstances  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  slate  of  the  national  revenue 
and  exptiiditure,  not  having  in  those  days 
opened  the  eyes  of  mankind  to  all  the  uses 
of  legislative  representation,  the  Spanish 
Junta  of  1520,  dem.^nd  "  that  the  Cortes 
shall  assemble  once  in  three  years  at  least, 
whether  summoned  by  the  king  or  not,  and 
shall  then  inqui-re  into  the  ob.servation  of  the 
articles  now  agreed  upon,  and  deliberate  con- 
cerning public  affairs  j"and  here  again  nearly 
three  centuries  afterwards^  and  when,  for  the 
purposes  of  salutary  government,  annual 
legisl.ntion  is  become  as  necessary  as  an  an- 
nual harvest,  the  Cersican  lawgiver  -was 
pleased  to  grant,  that  the  Cortes  ihall  .iJeet 
once  at  least  in  three  years  ;  but  he  took  es- 
pecial care  that  it  should  only  assemble  by 
summons  of  the  king  ;  and  thnt,  unless  by 
his  order,  it  should  neitherbe dissolved,  nor 
prorogued,  nor  even  adjourned ;  and  he  wai 
fo  dismiss  it  when  he  pleased  5  so  that,  al- 
Though  its  meeting  should  have  been  accord- 
in*  to  the  letter  of  such  a  constitution,  the 
moment  it  shouldattemi-jt  todeliberateon  any 
point  not  pleasing  fo  the  king,  who  would 
be  sure  of  the  earliest  intelligence  of  what 
was  going  on  in  such  an  as'iembly,  of  whom 
its  president  was  to  have  been  of  his  appoint- 
ment, he  was  to  have  the  ])ower  of  dissolu- 
tion. Its  votes  were  to  b{;  taken  by  ballot  5 
so  (hat  no  member  could  know  how  another 
voted.  Its  sittings  were  not  to  be  public  ; 
60  that  noconstiluents  could  have  the  small- 
est kuo'vledge  how  their  representatives 
conducted  themselves  j  and   the  publishing 


*  It  appears  from  the  Magna  Charta  of 
John,  sigi'.ed  in  (he  year  1215,  that  there 
Mere  the  n  four  kniglits  of  the  shire  in  each 
English  county  ;  a  cir<umstance  overlooked 
by  the  Yorkshire  reiorniers  in  l/'bO. 


opmions,  either  m  print  or  writing,  even 
bv  a  member  of  the  Cortes,  was  to  be  pu- 
nishable as  an  act  of  insurrection.  After  an 
attempt  so  di:ibolical,  it  should  seem  proba- 
ble that  ere  a  Buonaparte  can  be  established 
on  the  throne  of  Spain,  the  nation  must  b« 
more  than  half  exterminated.  It  was  thus 
(hst  he  was  to  improve  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Bourbons!  It  was  thus  that  lie 
was  to  reform  Spanish  abuses  !  It  vras  thus 
that  he  was  to  cialt  the  character  of  Spaiu 
among  the  nations  ! 

In  my  last  letter  I  touched  on  the  es- 
sentials of  such  a  government,  as  can  alone 
confer  freedom  on  Spain,  and  enable  her  to 
defy  the  power  of  the  Corsican.  Those 
essentials  are,  a  national  arming  on  the  (rue 
principles  of  freedom,  and  a  legislative  as- 
sembly on  th-  true  principles  of  representa- 
tion. In  neither  of  these  particulars  must 
Spain  expect  full  instruction,  from  recur- 
ring to  her  own  annals  in  titnes  past.  Itl 
respect  of  the  former,  her  best  model  was 
the  Holf^  Brotherhood,  or  Savla  Herman- 
dad,  first  instituted  in  the  year  J2G0.  This 
v/as  a  mere  voluntary  association  of  the  ci- 
ties for  protection  in  travelling,  and  to 
establish  a  martial  police,  for  reforming  the 
anarchy,  rapine,  outrage,  and  murders, 
which  had  grown  out  of  the  inherent  de- 
fects of  the  f(5udal  system,  and  the  frequent 
civil  wars  between  the  crow  n  and  the  nobi- 
lity, as  well  as  between  baron  and  baron. 
The  association  was  supported  by  contribu- 
tions exacted  from  each  city  j  it  raised  a 
considerable  body  of  troops  ;  it  pursued  cri- 
minals, and  it  appointed  judges  to  try  them. 
Although  displeasing  to  the  nobles,  it  took 
root  ;  and  so  well  answered  the  ends  of  it« 
institution,  that  it  acquired  a  sort  of  pre- 
scriptive establishment,  insomuch,  that  it 
afterwards  received  the  entire  countenance 
of  P'erdinaild,  as  a  valuable  counterpoize 
against  the  barons,  whose  power  he  desired 
to  reduce  ;  and  he  even  extended  its  autho- 
rity beyond  those  parts  to  which  it  had  till 
that  time  been  restricted.  On  one  occasion 
the  Hcrmandad  furnished  that  prince  with 
1 0,000  beasts  of  burthen,  together  with 
8,000  men  to  conduct  lliL-m.  It  has  still  an 
existence  in  Spain,  for  inirposes  of  police: 
but  when  this  institution  is  compared  with 
that  of  the  Elnglish  posse  comitatus,  which 
was  coeval  with  the  »:on^titution,  and  there- 
fore an  elder  bnnhcr  to  the  feudal  system  ; 
nnd  which, under  (he  organization  of  AWred, 
became  the  most  perfect  system  of  police 
the  world  ever  experienced,  while  it  was 
not  only  consisient  with,  but  the  very  soul 
of  political  liberty  ; — when,  1  say,   the  Spa- 
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nish  Hermandad  is  compared  with  the  Eng- 
lish posse,  it  is  too  defective  to  serve  as  any 
iTiOdel  for  the  present  day  ;  whereas  tliat 
ancient  institution  of  our  own  country 
wants  only  to  be  revived  and  cherished  as  it 
deserves  to  be,  to  constitute  the  niost  per- 
fect defence  of  which  a  nation  can  by  any 
possibility  be  capable  ;  for,  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered, that  it  does  not  exclude  the  em- 
ployment of  any  numbiir  of  regular  troops 
which  exigencies  raay  require,  and  it  is  ca- 
pable of  fia-nishing  every  other  species  of 
martial  force  that  can  be  wanting,  and  un- 
der such  discipline  as  the  safety  of  the  state 
may  render  necessary  ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  neglect  it  experiences,  Iccnuse  of  its 
perfect  covgeniaHly  with  national  liberty, 
those  by  whom  it  is  understood,  knov/  it  to 
be  the  only  system  which,  in  the  day  of 
trial,  can  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  govern- 
ment the  entire  strength  of  the  nation  ;  and 
with  such  admirable  effect  and  precision,  as 
to  bring  into  action,  for  the  public  defence, 
every  particle  of  the  physical  strength  of  its 
population,  with  perfect  order  and  regularity. 
Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  a  future  repre- 
sentation of  Spain  in  a  Cortes,  it  is  certain, 
that  although  she  may  look  back  to  periods 
of  freedom  with  instruction  as  well  as  with 
pride,  she  has  many  reasons  for  not  binding 
herself  down  to  any  precise  precedent  in 
her  ancient  practice  ;  for,  prior  to  the  aera 
when  her  political  liberties  were  overturned, 
there  had  been  no  general  Cortes  for  all 
Spain,  and  there  were  material  diversities 
in  the  laws  of  the  several  kingdoms  of  which 
Spain  is  at  this  time  composed.  Down  to 
that  ?era  likewise,  representation  had  been 
in  use  among  the  northern  nations,  which 
bore  down  the  Roman  empire,  rather  as  an 
indisputable  right,  than  as  a  system  of  re- 
fined policy  ;  rather  as  that  which  they  felt 
to  be  necessary  to  liberty,  than  that  of  which 
they  had  studied  the  nature  as  a  science. 
It  is  uot  therefore  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
in  Spain,  as  well  as  in  eVery  other  nation  to 
which  representation  was  known,  its  dis- 
tribution was  not  originally  regulated  by 
correct  notions  of  equality;  nor  its  purity 
and  independence  so  guarded,  as  experience 
has  known  to  be  necessary.  It  has  been 
only  in  consequence  of  the  wicked  and  un- 
ceasmg  arts  and  efforts  of  arbitrary  princes 
and  co;rupt  statesmen,  either  altogether  to 
rob  the  nation  of  this  shield  of  freedom,  or 
to  render  it  useless  to  the  people,  and  an 
instrument  of  mischief  in  the  hand  of  the 
prince,  that  the  learned  and  the  virtuous 
have  studifd  it  scientifically,  as  by  far  the 
mo'>t  imp  )r(ant  branch  of  civil  government, 
ijfcxt   to  a  trc-.'  militia,     Amouj;  the  defects 
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T  of  former  times  in  Castile,  touching  repre- 
sentation, it  seems  liiat  the  city  of  Toledo, 
and  perhaps  otliers,  did  not  even  elect  their 
deputies  ;  but  that  the  citizens  cast  lots,  and 
those  two  on  whom  the  lots  happened  to  fall, 
served  in  consequence.  The  absurdity,  how- 
ever, of  such  a  proceeding  became  apparent, 
when,  during  a  public  agitation  between  tl!«» 
Emperor  Charles  and  his  Sj^anish  subjects, 
or  on  a  point  affecting  their  liberties,  tfie  lot 
fell  on  two  persons  known  to  be  devoted  to 
the  Flemish  faction.  On  this  unfortur^.ata 
event,  the  citizens  refused  to  grant  a  com- 
mission in  the  usual  form  ;  and  proceeded 
to  elect  two  other  deputies,  whom  they  em- 
powered and  instructed  to  repair  to  Com- 
postella,  in  Galicia,  to  proti-st  against  a 
Cortes  for  Castile  being  there  held,  as 
against  law.  I  cannot,  however,  omit  an 
admirable  practice  which  ought  to  be  in  use 
with  every  nation  that  enjoys  representativs 
freedom  J  it  was  the  custom  for  a  Castilian 
deputy,  when  he  returned  from  the  Cortes, 
to  assemble  his  constituents  and  give  them 
an  account  of  his  conduct. — The  quotations 
i^iade  from  Spanish  history  are  from  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson.  1  remain.  Sir,  &c. 

Enfield,  J.  Caktwright. 

27 Ih   'Hept.  ]S03. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
CoNVENTioxs    IN    VoRTV(i\L. —  From    the 

London  Gaxette  Extraordinarii ,  continued 

from  Page  513. 

Art.  \.  There  shall  be  from  the  present 
d.-!te  a  suspension  of  arms  between  the 
forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty  and  t'aoseof 
his  imperial  and  royal  majesty  Napoleon  I, 
in  order  to  ti eating  for  a  Convention  for  the 
evacuation  cf  Portugal  by  the  French  army. 
— II.  The  generals  in  chief  fif  the  two 
armies,  and  the  admiral  commander-in-chief 
of  his  Britannic  majesty's  fleet  off  ths 
month  of  the  Tagus,  sliall  fix  upon  a  d^y 
whereon  to  meet  on  such  point  of  the  coa^t 
as  shall  be  thought  fit,  in  order  to  treat  for 
and  conclude  said  Convention. — III-  The 
river  Sirander  shall  form  the  line  of  demar- 
cation between  the  two  armies :  Torres 
Vedras  shjll  riot  be  occupied  by  eifher.— r- 
IV.  The  commander-in-chief  of  the  British 
aimy  shall  engage  to  include  the  Portu- 
guese armies  in  tliis  Convention,  and  their 
line  of  demarcation  shall  be  uova  Leira  to 
Thurraur. — V.  It  is  provisionally  agreed, 
that  the  French  grmy  shall  in  no  easels 
considered  prisoners  of  war  ;  that  all  thoss 
cf  whom  it  consists  shall  be  co^'.vevtd  to 
France,  wiih  arms  and  baggage,  and  ;  if 
their  private  pr(.>perty  of  every  description, 
no  part  of     which  sii»ll   hs  wr;;st-^d   froia 
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them. — VI.     No  Individual,  wlieiher  native     Portugal,   occuj.ied   by   the    French  troops, 
of  Portugal  or  a  country   in  alliance  with  j  shall  be  delircve-l  up  to  the  British  army,  in 


France,  or  of  France,  sh;dl  be  molested  for 
his  political  conduct  j  ti^cy  bhall  be  protected 
in  their  persons,  their  properties  respected, 
and  they  shall  be  aL  liberty  to  remove  from 


the  state  in  wliich  they  ar*  at  the  period  of 
thesign.'.ture  of  the  prt- -.ent  convention. — II. 
The  French  troops  shall  ev^iciute  Portugal 
with  their  arms  and  bagijage  ;   they  shall  not 


Portugal  with  what  belongs  to  them  within  a  j  be  considereil  -is  pri^oners  of  war,  and,  oa 
stipulated  time. — VII.  The  neutrality  of  j  their  arrival  in  France,  lliey  shdl  be  at 
the  port  of  Lisbon  shall  be  recngi/Hed  with  j  liberty  to  serve      11.  The  English  govern- 


regard  to  the  Russian  fleet :  that  is  to  say, 
when  the  Bi  itish  army  or  fleet  shali  be  in 
possession  of  the  city  and  port,  the  same 
fleet  bhall  not  be  molested  during  its  con- 
tinuance there,  nor  obstructed  when  leavins; 
it,  nor  followe  1   after  it  shall  have  quilled 


nient  shall  furnish  the  m>-ans  oi  conveyance 
for  the  French  army,  which  shall  be  disem- 
barked in  any  of  the  p-ris  of  France, 
between  Rochefort  and  L'Onent  inclusively^ 
—  IV.  The  French  army  sliail  carry  With  it 
all  its  anillerv  of  French   calibre,  wi;'i  the 


that  port,  before  the  time  prescribed  by  the  horses  belonging  to  it,  and  the  tuaib/ds, 
maritime  laws. — VIII.  Ali  the  artillery  of '  stipplied  wiiii  sixty  rounds  per  g^n.  All 
French  calibre,  as  also  all  the  horses  of  the'  other  artillery,  arms,  and  ainmunition,  as 
French  ca\aliy,  shall  be  transported  to  also  the  miliiary  and  naval  arsenals,  s!. a  11  be 
France. — IX.  This  suspension  of  arms  given  up  to  the  Briiish  army  and  navy,  ia 
shall  not  be  broke  without  forly-eight  hours  ;  the  state  in  which  tl.ey  may  be  at  the  period 
notice — Made  and  agreed  lipcn  by  the  fore-  '  of  the  ratification  of  the  convention.  -V, 
mentioned  Geiieral.s. —  (Signed)  Arthur  The  French  army  shall  carry  with  it  all  its 
Wellesley.  Kellermann,  Gen.  ot  Di-  i  equipments,  and  all  that  is  comprehended 
vision.  '  under   the    name  of  property  ot  the  armyj 

ylddilionJ  Article. — The  garrisons  of  the  j  that  is  to  say,  its  military  chest,  and  carriages 
places  occupied  by  the  French  army  shall  be  attached  to  the  field  commissariat  and  field 
included  in  ihe  present  Convention,  if  they  hospitals,  or  shall  be  allowed  to  dispose  of 
shall  not  have  capitulated  before  the  25th  '  such  part  of  the  same  on  iis  account  as  the 
instar.t.  (Signed)  Arthuis  Wellesley.  '  commander-in-chief  mayjulge  itnnnecessary 
Kellermanx,  Gen.  of  Division.  (A  true  •  to  embark,  in  hke  manner,  all  individuals 
Copy) — A.  J.  DALiiYMPLE,  Captain,  Mili-  i  of  the  aimy  shall  beat  liberty  to  dispose  of 
tary  Secreiary.  !  their  pri\ate  property  of  every   description, 

Dtfinilive  Convention  for  the  Evacuation  of  with  full  security  hereafter  for  the  puicha- 
Portugal  Ly  the  French  Army.  j  sers. — VI.  The  cavalry  are  to  embark  their 

The  generals  commanding  in    chief  the  !  horses,  as  also  the   generals  and  other  oflfi- 


Eritish  and  French  armies  in  Portugal,  having 
determined  to  negociate  and  conclude  a 
treaty  tor  the  evacn.Ttion  of  Portugal  by  the 
French  troops,  on  the  basis  of  the  agreement 
entered  into  on  the  22d  iitht.  for  a  suspension 
of  hostilities,  have  appointed  the  under- 
mentioned officers  to  negociate  the  same 
in  their  names,  viz. — On  the  part  of  the 
general  in  chief  of  the  British  army,  lieut. 
col.  Murray,  quarter-master  general  ;  and 
on  the  part  (jf  the  general  in  chief  of  the 
French  army,  M.  Kellerman,  general  of 
divisiun,  to  whom  they  have  given  aulliority 
to  negociate  and  conclude  a  conveiition  to 
that  elfcct,  sul.ject  to  their  ratification  res- 
pecti\ely,  and  to  that  of  the  admiral  com- 
njaiiding  the  British  lleet  at  the  entrance  of 
the  I'agus,  Those  two  ofiicers,  after  es.- 
changing  their  full  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  articles  which  follow  : — .\rt.  I. 
All  the  places  and  forts  in  the  kingdom  of 


cers  of  all  ranks.  It  is  however  fully  uiider- 
s_tood  that  the  means  of  conveyance  for 
horses  at  the  disposal  of  the  British  com- 
manders are  very  limited  ;  seme  addiiional 
conveyance  may  be  procured  in  the  port  of 
Lisbon ;  the  number  of  hordes  to  be  em- 
barked by  the  troo[)s  shall  not  exceed  six 
hundred,  and  the  number  cmbaiked  by  the 
stalY  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred.  At  all 
events,  every  facility  will  be  given  to  the 
French  army  to  dispose  of  the  horses  belong- 
ing to  it  which  cannot  be  embarked. — Vll. 
In  order  to  facilitate  the  embarkation,  it 
shall  take  place  in  three  divisions,  the  last 
of  which  will  be  princi^jally  composed  of 
the  garrisons  of  the  places,  of  the  cavalry, 
the  artillery,  th.e  sick,  and  the  equipment 
of  the  army.  The  fir.st  division  shall  em- 
b.nk  within  seven  days  cf  the  date  of  the 
ratification,  or  sooner  if  possible. 
{To  Le  continued.) 
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The  rncrit  of  the  ministers  in  sending  out  this  expedition,  in  their  plan  of  operation*,  in  their  choice  of  a 
commander,  and  in  every  part  of  the  enterprize,  no  man  of  a  just  mind,  will,  whatever  be  his  senti- 
ments m  other  respects,  attempt  to  deny.  They  would,  if  the  thing  had  failed,  have  been  loaded  with  no 
small  share  of  the  blame;  it  would,  therefore,  be  the  height  of  injustice  to  withhold  from  them  theit 
sliarc  of  the  praise." Political  REOifXER,  Vol.  XIV.  p.  336. 
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Convention    in     Portugal. >This 

subject  may  now,  until  the  makers  of  the 
Convention  return  home,  receive  its  dis- 
missal, every  material  tjuestion  relating  to  it 
having  been  discussed,  and  having  been 
pretty  clearly  decided  in  the  public  mind. 
It  is  settled,  that  the  thing  was,  in  itself, 
disgraceful  to  our  arms  ;  that  it  was,  in  its 
eft'ects,  injurious  to  our  allies  of  Portugal 
in  particular,  and  to  tho-^e  of  Spain  and 
Sweden ;  that  it  was  insulting,  to  the  last 
degree,  to  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 
and  to  his  faithful  adherents  ;  that  there 
existed,  not  only  no  necessity  for  making  it, 
but  that  obvious  policy  pointed  out  an  ex- 
actly contrary  courge  ;  and,  lastly,  that  the 
blame  is  equally  divided  between  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple  and  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  the 
latter,    if    any     difference,     meriting     the 

greatest  share. We  have,   however,  to 

consider  what  share  of  blame  attaches  to  the 
ministers,  and  particularly  the  war  minister, 
for  having  made  such  appointments  ;  and, 
I  think,  the  words  which  I  have  taken  for 
my  motto,  and  which  were  written  before 
any  one  had  the  smallest  doubt  of  the  final 
success  of  the  expedition,  will  fully  justify 
me  in  imputing  to  them   no  small  share  of 

blame. It  has  always  been  the  practice 

of  the  public  to  blame  the  ministers  for  the 
follies  or  vices  of  those  whom  they  appoint 
to  command  ;  and,  that  this  is  generally 
just  no  one  will  deny  ;  because,  in  a  state 
of  things,  where  there  are  so  many  temp- 
tations for  them  to  seek,  in  such  appoint- 
ments, their  own  or  their  party's  interest, 
in  preference  to  that  of  the  public,  there 
ought  to  be  some  check  upon  them,  which 
eheck  is  to  he  found  only  in  that  respon- 
sibility, which  the  public  has  a  right  to  de- 
mand at  their  hands.  Were  there  no 
blame,  in  cases  of  this  sort,  to  attach  to 
them,  with  what  reason  can  we  expect  that 
they  will  ever  make  good  appointments, 
unless  we  choose  to  suppose,  that  wisdom, 
courage,  and  integrity  are  inseparable  from 
parliamentary  interest  ?  That  every  minister 
must  wiih  to  see  his  military  and  naval  plans 
succeed  is  evideat  enough  ;  but,  the  mo- 
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ment  any  expedition  is  on  foot  j  that  is  to 
say,  the  moment  any  lucrative  and  honour- 
able appointments  are  to  be  made,  that 
moment  is  he  assailed  with  applications, 
'  backed  by  such  arguments  as  are  not  to  be 
treated  with  contempt,  unless  he  choose  to 
run  the  risk  of  being  out  voted,  and  of 
losing  his  place,  his  emoluments,  and  his 
pow'er.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  quite 
reasonable  that  there  should  be  a  check 
upon  him,  in  this  respect.  He  appoints, 
at  last,  whom  he  pleases  to  appoint  ;  but, 
then,  it  being  notorious,  that  his  interest 
may  be  affected  in  his  appointments,  he  be- 
comes responsible  to  the  public  for  the  dis- 
grace or  the  injury  it  may  sustain  from  the 
misconduct  of  those  whom   he  selects,  and 

invests    with    commands. Upon     these 

principles  the  public  have  always  proceeded. 
The  late   ministers   were    blamed    for  the 
folly,  or  the  cowardice,  of  their  coaimand- 
ers  in  Egypt   and  in   South  America  ;  and, 
why  should  not  these  ministers  be  blamed 
for  the  conduct  of  Wellesley  and  Sir  Hew  ? 
As   to   Sir  Hew,    I   had  never   heard  anj 
harm  of  him,  to  be  sure  ;  but  I  had  never 
heard  any  good  of   him,  because,  until  th« 
Portuguese  expedition,  I  had    never  heard 
his  uncouth  naine  pronounced  in  my  whola 
life.     His  being  utterly   unknown  to  every- 
body, except,    perhaps,    that   silly   part  of 
the  public,  who  waste  six  or  eight   minutes 
every  day  in  reading  what  is  called  "  tha 
"  court   news,''  was  of  itself  a  reason  for 
his  not  being  appointed  to  the  command  of 
an  expedition  of  such  immense  inportancs 
to  the   country.       It  is   said,    witk    what 
truth  I  do  not  know,  that  he  is  a  relation  of 
Mr.  George  Rose.     If  this  be  the  fact,  w9 
need  not  wonder  so  much  why  he  was  se- 
lected.    But,  be  this  as  it  may,  the  ministerg 
knew  him  well,  or  they  did  not  know  him 
well  :    if    the   former,  they   sinned  in  ap- 
pointing a  man  whom  they  knew  to  be  unfit 
for  a  great  comm.and  ;  and,  if  the  latter, 
they  sinned  in  committing  the  honour  of 
England  and  the  welfare  of  her  allies  to  ths 
hands  of  a  man,  whom  they    did  not  well 
know.      It  is  their  business,  they  are   paid 
well  £or  it,   to  exaiaine  into,  to  ascertain, 
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to  nuke  themselves  sure,  as  to  the  ch?.r;;cier 
and   ahiliiies   of    those    whom    they  invest 
vvitli   high   aijihoriiy,    and  on    whom   they 
besrow  Lirge  eniohiniGiits.     When  we  com- 
plain oi'   the   weight  of  taxes,    and  of  the 
great  sums  which  public  men  receive  out  ot 
the  fruit  of  our  labour,  we  are  always    re- 
minded of  the  arduous  duties  they   have  to 
perfurm  and  of  the  weight  of  responsibility 
that  restsujion  their  shoul  !ers  j  and,  we  are 
asked,  wheiherany  m.ni,  possessing  great  ta- 
lents and*liigli  rank,  can  be  experled  t.i  exert 
tlio-e  talents  for  the  public  and  to  incur  such 
heavy  respon^ibiliiv,  without  ihesecurity  of  a 
suitable  com|)eu^ation.     I  appeal  to  the  rend- 
er, V.  heliier  this  be  not,  upon  such  occasions,  _ 
tlie  argument  cnu^tantly  used.     Well,  then, 
if  the  men,  whom  we  pay  at  such  an  enor- 
mous  rate,  and    who.  if  they  serve  us  but 
for  a  few  years,  are  saddled  upon  our  devot- 
ed ass-like  backs  tor  life,  accompanied,  per- 
haps,  wuh    paniers   conlaining   their   wives 
and  children  ;   if  these  men  be  so  wonderfal- 
Iv   gifted  as  to  merit  all  this,   have  we  not   a 
right  to  expect,  and  even  to  demand,  at  their 
hands,  the  selection  of  proper  commanders  ? 
Have    we   not  a   right   to  demand  proofs  of 
their  discriminating    powers,  of  their  judg- 
ment, and  of  their  firmness  in  resisting  ap- 
plications, which,   if  yielded   to,  would   be 
injurious  to  us  ?     Ai,d,  when  is  it   that  we 
are    to  call   upon   them  for  their  far-famed 
*■•  respon'^^ihility,"'  if  not  when  we  have  suf- 
fered an  iuj\iry  from  the  conduct  of  persons 
appointed  by  them  ?      If  this  be  not  the  true 
meaning  of  ministerial   responsibility,  what 
is   its    meaning  ?     If  they    are    to   appoint 
whom  they  pleas^e  to  command  our    troops  ; 
if  they  are  to  commit  our  honour  and  uur 
safety  to  the  hands  of  their  own  relations,  or 
to  thoi'^of  oihers  who  will  vote  for  them  in 
the  parliament  house,  and  if,  when  that  ho- 
nour and  that  safely  ha\ebeen  sacrificed,  we 
are  to  be  told  that  the  ministers  are  not   res- 
ponsible,  I  beg  leave  to  be  informed  of  the 
cises,  wherein   they  acknowledge  responsi- 
bility  Wellesley    was    well-known    to 

them.  It  is  notorious,  that  he  was  an  in- 
mate with  them.  I  believe  he  is,  even  now, 
one  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  government 
of  Ireland.  They  must  have  known  iiim 
well  ;  and,  as  to  their  saying,  "  who  would 
"  Inive  thoit^ht"  him  capable  of  taking  the 
lead  in  such  a  deed  as  that  committed  in  Por- 
tugal, we  are  not  so  to  be  ansv.ered  :  "  I 
"  should  have  thought  ;  many  others  would 
"  have  thought  it  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  it  was 
*'  so.  That  is  enough  ior  us."  Wellesley 
was  o7ie  of  themselves ;  chosen  from  their 
own  body  ;  they  had  previously  committed 
the   j^oveirmicm  ^tor  his  was  the  really  f^l- 
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ciffit  otiice)  of  a  third  part  of  the  kintrdotn 
to  his  hai\ds  ;  they  must  know  h's  character 
and  every  part  of  his  charactc  r  well,  orliiey 
were  too  stupid  to  beentrn.-ied  with  ihe  ma- 
nagement of  the  affairs  of  a  parish      And, 
shall    they    not    now   be  re  ponsible  for  his 
conduct  ?     He  was,  I  repeat  it,  one  of  thtin- 
selves      He  went  out  as  their  immediate  re- 
presentative.    Shall   they  not    then,  be  an- 
swerable for  what  he  has  done  ? The  ul- 
timate consequences  of  the  Convention  can- 
not yet   be  known;  bu:,  we  know,  'hat  it 
has  filled  our  allies  in   Pcntugal  wi'h  di'»gust 
and  ii.diguation,  and  that  these  7w?/.</ operate 
to  the  injury  of  both  nations  is  certain       W«. 
know  also,  th.^t  the  sending  h<mie  of  five  or 
six    thousand    Russian   officers   and    H'anien 
must  be   injurious  to  Sweden  as  well  as  to 
ourselves.     And,  as  to  Sp.'in,  we  have   the 
strongest  reason  to  believe,  that  our  conduct 
in   Portugal,   nnist  excite  suspicion  and  dis- 
trust amongst  ail  our  allies,  more  especially 
amongst  those  in  Spain.  There,  if  our  troops 
are   now  sent,  our  commander.?  will,  in  all 
human    probability,  have  liiile    or   nothing 
confided  to  them.     Spain,  who  looks  up  to 
us  for  assislanee  of  every  sort,  is  just  in  that 
state,  in  which  distrust  is  most  likely  to  be 
fatal.     Can  any  man  reasonably   hope,  that 
we  have  not  excited   distrust  of  us,  by  our 
conduct   in    Portugal  ?       And,  if  we   have, 
,  who  will  take  upon  him  to  say,  that,  from 
the  date  of  the  Convention,  the  ruin  of  the 
Spanish  cause  began?     We  see,  that  Buona- 
parte is  making  great  exertions  for  the  reduc- 
tion  of  Spain.     The  jieople  of  that  country 
cannot  be   unaware  of  the  danger      If  they 
distrust  us,  they  will  cool   in  spite  of  all  th« 
toasts  at  the  London  Tavern  and  all  the  odes 
of  poet    Fitzgerald.     How  different  would 
the  feelings  of  Spain  as  well  as  of  England 
have  been,  at  this  moment,  had  we  ca/ilfired 
Jmiot  and  his  army?     In  short,  if  the  Spa- 
nish  patriots    should    be    subdued  ;  if  iheir 
cause  should  now  begin  to  be  deserted,  it 
may,  in   great  part,  be  fairly  attributed  to 
this  Convention.     And,  shall  the  pe(  pie  of 
England  call  upon  no  one  lor  lesponsibiiity  ? 
Shall  those,  who  appointed  the  comuianders, 
and     who   had   so   many   periions  amongst 
!  whom   to   choose,  plead  not  guilty  to  this 

heavy  charge? If  Spain  fall,  let  England 

1  take  care.  "  Colonies  !  '  Napoleon  Joseph 
I  is  not  fool,  is  not  ass,  is  not  stupid  beast 
j  enough  to  set  any  value  upon  them.  Give 
1  him  Spain,  and  he  will  very  willingly  leave 
;  in  our  hands  the  mines  that  have  hitherto 
j  proved  a  curse  to  Spain  ;  and  will  leave  us,  a« 
a  makeweight  in  the  bargain,  all  the  tends, 
'  the  commotions,  the  expensive  and  bloody 
]  wars,    which    would    inevitably  arise  out 
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of  our  possession  of  those  colonies.  Siioukl 
Spain  fall,  is  there  any  man  who  will 
say,  that  that  fatal  event  has  not  been  acce- 
lerated by  the  Convention  in  Portug;il  ? 
And  shall  not  the  ministers  be  responsible 
for    this   conduct   of  those  who   made    tliat 

convention  ? "  Why  luhom  were    they 

"  to  choose  ?  "     Oh,  intiulted  nation  !      It  is 
not  for  I  hern  to  ask   thee  whom    they  were 
to  choose  J   but  for  thee  to  ask  them,  whe- 
ther they    could   not  have    made    a    better 
choice  out  of  a  Staff  establishiy.ent  that  costs 
thee   nearly  a  tiii/lion  sler/ifig  a  year.       It 
was    for   thee   tu   ask    them,  whether    that 
Staff,   which  exceeds  in  number   the   whole 
of 'he  stauiiingarmv  of  Eugiatid  in  the  reign 
of  Charles    II,    would    not   afford   generals 
enough  for  the  command  of  thirty  thousand 
men,   without  taking  one  of  the  ministry  of 
(Ireland    for   the    purpose.     This    is    by    no 
meiins  the  least  mortifying  p/art  of  the  story. 
We  are  a  nation  he-gener;;llffd  from  head  to 
foot.     There   is  scarcely    a   parish  wherein 
some  general  does  not  reside.     "  The  gene- 
ral and  his   aide-de-camps  "   make  the  dust 
fly    from   one   end    of  the  country   to    the   | 
other;   and  yet,   when  we   find  fault  of  an    | 
appointment     of  generals,    we   are    asked,    j 
"   why,  whom  were  theministerstochoose?  "   | 
We  have  sent  only  about  a  tenth  part  of  our  ; 
force   to  P(}rtugal,  and  if  we  could  not  find 
good  commanders  tor  them,  what  is  to  be- 
come of  the    rest  >      "   A  mUitary  nalion,'' 
indeed!     We  are  a  pretty   military  nation, 
if,  wh*n   only  a  tenth  part  of  our  force  be 
sent  out,  and   that,  too,   upon  a  service  the 
most  important,  we  are  unable  to  select  ge- 
nerals   better    than    those,    who   made    the 
Convention  in  Porcugal,  and  when  one  plea 
in  favour  of  the  ministers,  is,  that  they  had 
not  the  maans  of  making  a  better  selection. 
-There  has  bsen,  as  far  as  the  public 


can  perceive,  nothing  done  vet  in  the  way 
of  recalling.  Nothing  has  been  done  3  not 
even  the  previous  steps,, have  been  taken, 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  the  nation  justice. 
There  has  dropped  from  the  ministers  not 
one  word,  tending  to  shew,  that  they  have 
a  design  to  do  us  justice.  Their  intention 
appears  to  be^,  to  let  the  thing  remain  quiet ; 
to  say  nothing  and  do  nothing  ;  to  let  the 
public  rage  exhaust  itself,  and  when  it  has 
died  away,  to  smuggle  in  the  commanders, 
having  given  them  and  their  friends  an  abun- 
dance of  time  for  the  contriving  of  excuses 
of  all  sorts  and  sizes.  This  may,  ver)'  pro- 
bably, succeed;  but,  if  it  should,  it  will 
bring  with  it  one  source  of  consolation,  at 
any  rate,  that,  in  future,  the  success  of  Na.- 
poleon  will  become  a  matter  of  indifference. 
■ E.eni*mber,  reader;  always  remember. 
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that,   in    the  OiTicial   Gazette,  Avhich  con- 
tained the  documents   relative  to  the  Con- 
vention, the  arm'islice,  which  was  the  most 
important  of  the  documents,  becduse  it  wa? 
the  basis  of  all  the  rest,  was  inserted  in  the 
French  language  oidy,  while  all   the  others 
were  inserted  in  the  English  language  only. 
It  was  Sir  Arthur  TFellesley  who  negociated 
and   signed   the   armistice;  and,  (hemini-- 
ters  at  home,  his  colleagues  in  office,  pub- 
lish that  document  to  the  people  of  England 
in    the  French  language  only.     One  oihtr 
fact,  pray  note  down   and  remember;   that 
we    pay   a    man,    called    "  the    Gazette 
"  Writer,"  three  hundred  pounds  a  year 
out  of  the  taxes ;   though,  as  you  must  per- 
ceive, he  has  nothing   to  do  but   merely  to 
see  that  publications  of  this  sort  are  correct. 
Neithep'he  ministers,  nor  any  of  their  wri- 
ters, have  attempted  to  siiy,  that  this  partial 
insertion    was  owing   to  mistake,  or  to  the 
misconduct  of  their   underlings ;  we  have, 
therefore,  a    right    to  conclude,  that  it  was 
wilful,  and    to    draw,    from    that   fact,  the 
natural  inference,  which  is,  that  they  mean 
to  shelter  WelleUey.     Hiis,  however,  they 
f  cannot    do,    unless    they    shelter   Sir    Hew. 
j  Sir  Hew  will  speak  in  his  own  defence,  I 
j  warranthim;  and,  he  will  find,  at  his  back. 
I  the  same   interest   that   procured   him    the 
j  command.     Come,  come,   then.  Sir  Hewy, 
j  and  let  us  hear  you.     "  Had  T  three  ears  I'd 
j  "  hear   thee;"  but   the  ministers    will,    i' 
dare  say,  take   care^  that   none  of  us   shall 
hear  you  fur  some  time  yet  to  come.     They 
will  let  us  cool  first.     Their  study,  at  pre- 
sent, seems  to  be,  not  so  much  to  overcome 
Buonaparte  as   to  overcome  us.     Instead  of 
the  defence  of  the  country,  they  seem  to  be 
thinking  of  the  defence  of  its  generals.   Poor 
Whitelocke,   -lad  you  no  friends  at  home  ! 
What !  could  you  not  muster  up  a  single  half 
dozen   o'(  hags  to  rattle  over  the  pavement 
and    intrigue    for    you  ?     Unfortunate   and 
careless    man,     not   to   provide    for    a   safe 
retreat,  in  case  of  disaster!     Another  tim» 
(ior  there  can  be  now  no  earthly  objection 
to  your  being  sent  cut  the  chief  in  command) 
you  will,  I  dare  say,  profit  from  the  expe- 
rience now  before  you,  and   will,  above  all 
things,     take   care,    that   you    negociate    i:i 

French.  Below  will  be  found  two  letters 

upon  this  subject,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
point  out  to  the  attention  of  my  readers. 
The  first  touches  upon  some  points  that  had 
escaped  me,  and  puts  several  questions,  to 
which  I  should  like  to  hear  an  answer 
given.  His  praise  of  my  endeavours  might 
have  been  spared  ;  and,  upon  a  future  occa- 
sion, if  he  should  think  proper  to  address 
the  public  through  k^,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
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him  to  rfffrain  from  the  like,  because  a  plain 
unv.irMishei.1  declaration  of  acquiescence  in 
opinion,  and  of  apprc^balion  of  my  conduct, 
is  better  calculated  to  answer  the  purpose  in 
view,  and  is  nuich  more  gratifying  to  my- 
self.  The  second  letter  is  the  vehicle  of 

sentiments  precisely  the  opposite  of  those 
cont;iinod  in  the  one  just  mentioned.  It 
evidently  comes  from  a  friend,  it  not  i ela- 
tion ot  VVellesley ;  and,  though,  for  the 
greater  part,  it  consists  of  a  repetition  of  the 
slaLements  and  reasoning,  which  I  have  al- 
ready quoted  from  the  Nabobs'  Gazette 
(commonly  called  the  Morning  Posl),  and 
■which  1  have,  I  trust,  pretty  completely 
refuted,  there  is  a  pointer  two,  upon  which 
it  touches,  that  I  cannot  let  pass   unnoticed. 

The   writer  appears  to  be  of  opinion, 

that  what  I  have  written  is  likely  to  produce 
an   effect   hostile  to  his  friend,  th'^retbre  he 
endeavours  to  find  out  for  me  a   motive  tor 
misrepresenting  his  conduct.     He  says,  that 
my  hatred  of  the  Wellcsleys  for  h:iving  been 
the  lirm  friends  of  the  lite  Mr.  Pitt  has  in- 
duced me  to  disl^gure  facts  in  order  to  injure 
Sir    A.    Wellesley    in    the    public   opinion. 
Now,  in  the  lirst  place,  /  never  knew  the 
Wellesleys  as  adherents  of  Pitt,  that  famous 
ta'ker    being,     fortunately    for    the    n.ition, 
dead  before  they  came  ilockins  home  from 
India,   where  they  had  been  so  lung  engaged 
in  glorious   wars  against  the  native  Viziers 
andAumils.     But,  how  does  this  imputation 
tally  with  the  notorious  fact?     Did  1,  when 
the  news  of  the  victory,  in  Portugal,  cnme, 
seem  grudging  of  my  praises  of  ihe  com- 
mander's conduct  ?     Did  I  not  attribute  the 
victory    to  him    alone;  and  did    I   not    put 
the    victory    upon    a   level,    as    to    its    pro- 
bable consequences,  with  that  of  Trafalgar  ? 
Should    1    have    done    this,    if  my    hatred 
against   the  Wellesleys,  on  account  of  their 
attachment  to  Pitt  (or   rather  to  their  own 
selfish  views  through  Pitt)  had  so  coinpletely 
subdued  in  my  mind  all  sense  of  impartiality 
and  of  justice.     I'here  were  two  lights,  in 
which  the  Portuguese  victories    might  have 
been  spoken  of ;  there  were   two  lights,  in 
which    Wellesley's    dispatches   might    have 
been    exhibited   to  the   public  ;    and,    if    I 
chose  tliat  which  was,  in   both    cases,  most 
favourable    to    Wellesley,     will    the    public 
believe,  that  I  have  since  been  actuated  by 
rr.otivcs  of  personal  or  party  hatred"?   When 
am  I  to  bear  the  last  of  this  hatred  of  mine 
against  the  friends  of  "  the  late  Mr.  Pitt  ?" 
I  can    publish   no  account  of  peculation,  of 
foily,    or    of    cowardice  ;   I   can    delect   or 
exi)o.sc  no  rascal  whatever,  but  I  am  instant- 
ly accused  of  being  actuated    by  motives   of 
hatred  on  account  of  the  party's  friendship 
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for  "  the  late  Mr.  Pitt."     No  matter  that 
[  publish    well-known  facts  ;  that  I  extract 
from    official   reports   or  accounts  ;     that  I 
qiote   their    own  speecht-s   or    pamphlets  ; 
that  I  prove  by   the  fairest    and  clearest  of 
arguments:  still  the  answer  to   me  is.  not 
that   I  have  .stated  false'roods,  not  that   my 
leasoning  is  uns.)und  ;  but,  that    I    harbour 
a  rancour  against  the  party  on  account  of  his 
attachment  to  "  the  late  Mr.  Pit(."       I  be- 
lieve from    my   soul,  that,   if,  being  driven 
from  higher   game,    one  of  the  peculating 
gang  were  to  be  taken  in  the  act  of  robbing 
a  hen-roost,  or  picking  a  pocket,  he  would 
plead    in   his  defence,  that    his   p'osecu'or 
was  actuated,  not  by  his  love  of  justice,  but 
by  his  hatred  of  the  olfcnder,  on  account  of 
that    offender's    attachment    to    "  the    late 
"   Mr.  Pitt."     This  is  coming  to  a  fine  pass, 
indeed.      \Vhv,    we   shall  be  told,    anon, 
that  the   curkoldom,  which   has,     of    late, 
been,  unhappily,  so   rife  amongst  the  sect, 
is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  same  malicious  mo- 
tive.    It  is  base  and  silly    to  talk  of  party 
motives  in    such  a  case  ;  and,  it  is  always  a 
proof  of  a   bad  cause,  when  the  defendant 
answers   the   proofs  or   arguments   of    the 
accuser  by   a  mere  inputation    of  malicious 
motives.     I  may   be   a  very  malicious  and 
implacable  man,  and  I  may  hate  the   Wel- 
lesleys ;  but,  the  question  now  is,  whether, 
with  respect  to  Portuguese  Wellesley's  con- 
duct I  have  reasoned    fairly  upon    ackno,w» 
ledged  truths,  or  not?     If  the  latter,  let  it 
be  shown  ;  if  the  former,  this  writer  may 
be  assured,  that  his   client    will   derive  but 
little  advantage  from  any  imputation  of  mo- 
tives that  his  imagination  is  able   to    invent. 

^lliis  writer  says,    that   Wellesley   did 

protest  privately  against  the  Convention, 
and,  for  proof  of  his  assertion,  he  appeals 
to  the  many  "  private  letters  that  have  been 
"  received  from  the  army,"  which  private 
letters  I  had,  as  the  reader  will  bear  in  mind, 
represented  as  base  fabrications.  Now, 
says  this  acute  gentleman,  "  you  have  called 
"  them  lies,  but  you  will  find  it  difficult  to 
"  make  the  public  believe  that  so  viarnj 
"  parsons  of  high  honour  would  have  con- 
"  currcd  in  the  statement  (jf  what  was  totally 
"  false."  So  I  should  ;  but  he  forgets,  that 
it  has  not  yel  been  proved,  that  any  letter 
fiom  a  person  of  high  honour,  or  that  any 
letter  at  all,  has  been  received  from  the 
ari>iy,  containing  such  a  statement.  Extract 
upon  extract  from  such  described  letters 
have,  indeed,  been  published  in  many  of 
the  news-papers,  and  particularly  in  the 
Nabob's  Gazette  ;  but,  where  have  we  seen 
any  voucher  for  their  authenticity  ?  Hai 
there  appeared  one  with  any  name  to  it  ? 
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Has  there  appearrd  one  with  the  name  of 
either  the  writer  or  the  receiver  ?  No  :  and 
the  man,  who,  in  the  letter  before  me, 
takes  upon  him  to  argue  upon  the  pretended 
yat/y  contained  in  those  letters;  takes  upon 
hiai  to  assert  that  their  authors  are  all  per- 
sons of  high  honour  ;  even  this  man  has  the 
prudence  not  to  favour  either  me  or  the 
public  with  his  name.  It  it  after  this  fashion 
that  I  procee:!  ?  Have  I  dealt  in  such  naiiie- 
less,  unowned,  b.istard  like  documents  ? 
No  :  I  have  taken  the  official  papers,  have 
reasoned  from  their  contents,  and  have,  as 
premises,   resorted    to   no   facts,  which  are 

not  universally  admitted  to   be  true. By 

way  of  conclusion,  I  will  point  out  a  light, 
in  w4iich  this  pietcnded  piotcst  did  not 
before  istrike  me,  and  in  which  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  stricken  even  the  editor  of 
the  Times  news-paper,  who  has  displayed  so 
much  acuteness  and  literary  powers  of  every 
kind,  in  the  course  of  this  interesting  dis- 
cussion.— —The  statement  of  the  friend*  of 
Wellesley,   which  statement  is.  in  substance, 

repeated  by  my  correspondent,  is  this  : 

Obedience  is  the  soul  of  an  army  ;  a  com- 
mander of  an  army  must  be  as  absolute  as  the 
Grand  Turk  ;  Sir  Arthur  Welleiley  has  been 
brought  up  in  the  school  of  obedience  ;  he 
knew  how  great  an  injury  it  must  be  to  the 
service,  if  he  pullick-ly  protested  against  the 
convention  ;  and,  therefore,  he  contined 
his  opposition  to  a  protest  privatflij  made  to 
the  commander  in  chief.  This  is  what  they 
have  said  in  his  defence,  over  and  over 
again,  in  various  forms  of  words.  Now, 
then,  without  asking  whether  the  Wel- 
lesleys  were  remarkable  for  their  obe- 
dience to  the  East  India  Directors,  let  us 
put  the  sincerity  of  this  defence  to  the  test. 
He  protested  privately,  lest,  by  a  public 
protest,  he  should  create  a  division  in  the 
army,  and  thereby  do  great  injury  to  the 
service.  Now,  ye  canting  hypocrites,  if 
such  were  the  fact  and  such  the  motive,  how 
came  you  in  possession  of  the  knowledge  of 
this  protest  ?  You  are  his  close  friends,  per- 
chance, and  80  he  wrote  home,  unlocking 
his  bosom  to  you,  easing  his  agonized  heart 
by  communicating  to  you  the  proof  of  his 
innocence  ?  No.  This  will  not  do  ;  this 
will  not  serve  your  turn  ;  for,  you  have 
told  us  before,  that  the  facts  relating  to  this 
protest  have  been  communicated  by  the  of- 
ficers of  the  army.  So  that,  taking  the 
whole  of  your  own  statement  as  true  ;  ad- 
mitting all  that  you  assert,  Wellesley,  who 
was  convinced  that  the  making  of  a  puiblic 
protest  would  be  greatly  injurious  to  the  ser- 
vice, made  a  private  protest  to  thecomman- 
dcr-in-chiefj  and  then;   made  an  underhand 
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communication  of  that  protest  to  the  officers 
of  the  army.  Attempt  no  shufile,  I  bfsetch 
you.  Let  yourtvieiid  be  where  he  i^.  You 
have  aln'ady  besmeared  him  from  head  to 
foot ;  and,  if  your  efforts  at  whitewashing 
are  continued  mixh  Ioniser,  he  will  come 
out  of  your  hands  as  black  as  a  crow. 

Si'AiN. Upon  the  affairs  of  this  now 

most  interesting  part  of  the  world  there  is  a 
letter,  written  by  Major  Cartwrii^ht,  and 
published  in  the  last  number  of  the  Uegister, 
to  which  J  beg  le:;ve  to  refer  the  reader.  He 
will  there  see  how  the  people  of  Spain  for- 
merly thouglit  and  wiih  what  spirit  they 
acted,  in  maiters  -elating  to  domestic  free- 
dom. It  is  surprizing  h(jw  strong  a  resem- 
blance there  is  between  what  they  sought  to 
establish,  in  the  reign  of  Cliailes  V,  and 
what  was  established  in  Enoland  a  century 
later.  J  sincsrely  wish,  that  Major  O.ri- 
wiight,  who  with  the  experience  of  three- 
scoie,  writes  with  the  clearness  and  the 
vigour  of  the  prime  of  life,  and  whce  rea- 
6©ning  and  eloquence  Ci)me  recommended 
by  unquestionable  disinterestedness  and 
integrity,  may  succeed  in  his  zealous  and 
unwearied  endeavours  to  rouse  the  feel- 
ings and  direct  the  judgment  of  the  pre- 
sent   patriots    of  Sp;!ui. 1  am   not,    nor 

can  any  rational  man  be,  without  some 
very  serious  apprehensions  as  to  the 
result  of  the  coyest  that  is  now  about 
to  begin  ;  but,  if  a  provisional  government, 
capable  of  calling  out  and  directing  ihefjrc* 
of  the  country,  be  speediiy  organized,  1 
shall  have  great  hopes  of  final  succe-.s,  not- 
wiihitanding  any  reverses  th:it  may,  at  the 
out-set,  be  experienced  by  the  Spaniards. 
For,  we  seldom  have  heard  of  a  whole  peo- 
ple being  subdued,  if  thev  were  animated 
with  one  soul,  and  if  that  soul  was  bent 
upon  obtaining  freetlom  The  tiiiisg  to  be 
most  feared  is,  that  this  all-powerful  motive 
mav  not  universally  prevail  ;  that  the  nobles, 
or  the  priests,  or  both,  may  look  beyond  the 
immediate  object  of  the  struggle,  and  may 
be  grudging  in  their  offers  to  the  people, 
and  also  in  point  of  confidence  in  their  inter- 
course with  them.  If  this  should  unhappily 
be  the  case ;  if  the  people  should  le  treated 
with  coolness,  disgust  will  speedily  succeed, 
the  cause  will  soon  fall  to  ruin,  and  those 
attacks,  which  in  the  other  ca^'.;,  would  have 
called  forth  the  latent  lire  of  patriotism,  ta- 
lent, and  valour,  will  at  once,  extinguish 
every  motive  of  resistance  It  is  quite  snock- 
ing  to  think  of  an  ancient  nation  consistin.s 
of  so  many  rnillions  of  people  being  made 
over  to,  and  taken  possession  of  by,  a  man 
who  was,  but  yesterday,  a  person  unki.own 
in    the '^vorld  ;  but,  ha   comts  backed  >vitli 
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terrible  power,  nnd  to  resist  tlip.t  power  tliere 
must    be   a  motive,  and  on  ailequaie  molive 

too. In  speiiking  oi  the  opeiations  of  the 

war,  the  F.ibian  exa.r.ple  of  tht*  Americans 
has  been  cited.  But,  we  should  btnr  in 
mind  the  vast  difference  in  the  circumstances. 
The  nature  of  the  two  countries  is,  in  the 
first  place,  very  difterent.  America  was  as- 
sailed by  an  enemy,  who  had  all  his  troops, 
his  JKjr.ies,  and  his  artillery,  to  send  across 
the  sea,  a  distance  of,  at  least,  a  thousand 
leagues,  and,  it  sometimes  happened,  that 
five  or  a'x  months  elapsed  between  the  eav- 
barkatiun  and  the  landing.  Besides,  ilie 
enemy  whom  America  had  to  resist  was  of  a 
very  diiFerent  character.  We  Used  no  /Zre; 
we  sacked  no  towns  j  we  did  not  carry  the 
torch  in  one  hand  and  the  sword  in  the  other. 
Our  generals  were  not  Massenas  and  Junols. 
A  standmg  toast  at  our  head-quarters  used  to 
be,  "  a  long  war  and  a  merciful  one."  The 
Lanncses  do  not  give  such  toasts.  No  :  the 
Spaniards  will  want  men  very  dilTerent  from 
the  Washii'gtcns  and  the  I^ees.  Tiiey  will 
have  to  tight  day  after  day  and  every  day, 
and  to  withstand  that  terror,  which  the 
desliuctlve  progress  of  an  army,  accustomed 
to  pillage  and  to  all  sorts  of  cruelty,  cannot 
fail  to  inspire  in  the  minds  of  the  wciiker 
part  of  the  nation. We  must  not,  there- 
fore, conclude,  that  the  Spaniards  will  suc- 
ceed, because  tl;e  Auiericnns  did,  If,  in- 
deed, we  could  prevail  upon  Buonaparte  to 
send  against  them  such  generals  as  we  sent 
to  America  (.ind  ire  mis. lit  be  able,  perhaps, 
to  point  out  sovie such  for  the  service),  the 
Spanish  cause  would  be  safe  ;  but,  as  things 
are,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  struggle 
is  an  object  of  the  utmost  anxiety  ;  and,  it 
behoves  us  to  think  betimes  of  what  our 
measures  ought  to  be,  if  the  result   should 

seat   a  Buonaparte   upon   the   throne. I 

like  not,  1  must  confess,  the  seeming  hank- 
c.'ing  after  Frr.niNAND  Vll.  The  Spaniards 
have  declared  the  late  governtnent  to  have 
been  an  infamous  one.  What  sense  is 
there,  then,  in  their  talk  about  a  ni;in,  in 
whose  person  they  must  intend  (if  they  in- 
tend to  do  any  thing  with  him)  to  restore 
that  government  ?  1  do  not  understand  this. 
He  has  abdicated  the  throne  ;  he  has  given 
ap  his  claims  to  the  sovereignty  of  Spain, 
in  terms  as  explicit  as  a  man  can  possibly 
use.  There  appears  to  be  som.ething  like 
infatuation  in  carrying  on  a  bloody  war  lor 
him,  or  in  making  his  resloratiun  any  part 
of  the  objects  of  .such  a  war.  This  is, 
will';  me,  a  chilling  circumstance.  It  takes 
largt^ly  from  the  ardour  1  shouiil  feci  iu  the 
Spanish  cause  ;  for,  after  all,  it  is  the  good 
oi  ilic  world  in  general  and  of  S]  ain  and  of 


England  in  particular  that  one  ought  to  have 
at  heart.  I  observe,  that,  in  several  of  our 
writers,  a  haired  of  Ndpolcon  is  the  predo- 
minant feeling;  and,  what  is  the  worst  of 
it,  the  f.ir  greater  part  of  thf'm  do  not  dis- 
cover haired  of  him  in  his  character  «f  des-" 
pot,  but  in  his  character  of  conqueror. 
Now,  it  is,  I  presume,  in  the  fonvicr  cha- 
racter, that  he  is  the  most  decidedly  enti- 
tled to  our  hatred  ;  but,  then,  the  ditiiculty 
is,  that  there  are  other  de>pols,  whom  we 
profess  not  to  iiate  at  all.  We  ourselves 
have  been  great  conquerors  in  our  day. 
I'here  are  the  Nabob  Viziers,  the  Nizams, 
the  Sultauns,  and  a  long  lis'  of  sovereigns  of 
one  sort  and  another,  whom  we  have  con- 
quered, whose  territories  we  have  invaded, 
and  whose  subjects  we  have  taken  to  our- 
selves, not  forgetting  some  small  portion 
of  ihck  property ;  and  we  have  seen,  that, 
instead  of  curses  upon  the  head  of  the 
divers  conquerors,  we  have  heaped  thanks, 
prai.ses  unbounded,  and  pensions  and  titles 
not  a  few.  Come,  come,  then  ;  let  us  not 
be  so  unjust  as  to  hate  and  execrate  this  man 
in  his  character  of  conqueror.  In  his  cha- 
racter of  despot,  with  all  my  soul  ;  in  his 
character  of  despot-maker  ;  in  his  character 
of  ally  of  Russia  of  the  rabble  of  rascals  . 
ui)on  the  Rhine  ;  in  this  character  I  agree 

to  him  as   much  as  any   man  living. If 

we  hate  him  as  a  despot,  we  cannot  wish  to 
see  a  despotism,  of  any  sort  re-established 
in  Spain.  The  name  of  the  man  who  is  to 
be  at  the  head  of  the  despotism,  if  a  des- 
potism it  is  to  be,  is  of  no  consequence  to  the 
Spaniards,  nor  is  of  but  very  little  conse- 
quence to  us.  People  have  often  carried  on 
bloody  wars  for  a  choice  of  despots  ;  but, 
then,  each  despot  was  i)resent  and  active 
himself.  In  short,  it  is  absurd  to  suppose, 
that,  at  this  day,  any  nation  will  undergo 
fire  and  sword  for  the  saki»  of  an  absent  per- 
son, whose  former  government  they  have 
called  infamous ;  and,  if  this  absurdity 
should  be  attempted  to  be  per.severed  in,  I 
think,  it    IS  very  clear,  that  the    Spaniards 

will  be  subdued. I'liis,   it  seems    to  me, 

is  the  pcint,  upon  which  the  fate  of  Spain 
will  turn.  Uncommon,  unheard-of,  exer- 
tions are  required  ;  new  courage,  new  ta- 
lents, new  genius,  are  demanded.  To  call 
these  forth  powerful  motives  must  ex- 
ist, and  these  motives  must  make  their  way, 
at  once,  to  the  hearts  of  even  the  lowest  or- 
ders of  the  people.  A  choice  of  despots  ; 
a  mere  choice  of  persons  to  whom  the  peo- 
ple are  to  be  slaves,  api)ears  to  me  to  be  no 
motive  at  all  ;  and  hence  1  conclude,  that,  if 
the  leaders  in  Spain  persevere  in  professing  to 
make  war  lor  the  rcsioraiion  of  their  former 
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dc'spot,  tliey  will  be  defeated,  and  th.it  Joseph 
Nap  >leon,  though  the  son  of  a  green-grocer, 
will  stand  at  the  head  of  their  new  family 
sovereigns  G-jd  iorbid  that  this  should  be 
the  case  ;  but,  if  the  siniggle  be  made  for 
no  betf'r  purpose,  the  failure  of  the  Spani- 
ards will  bf-  a  subject  of  regret  with  those 
only,  whose  fear^  of  the  conqueror  have  de- 
prived thein  of  the  power  of  reflection. 
Botlet/,  ijik  October,  1808. 

Conventions  in  Portugal. 
Sir  ;— Ought  ihe   firing  of  the  Park  and 
Tower  guns  lo   be  considered    as  a  signal  ol 

/oy    or    of    grief,  Mr.  Cobbett  ? Ought 

they  ever  to  be  fired,  or  can  they  be  so, 
■without  an  express  order  from  the  mini';ters? 
And  when  the  public  do  hear  these  gtms, 
are  tliey  bound  to  conclude  thai  ministers 
see  cause  for  rejoicing  j  that  they  are  thus 
informed  of  the  arrival  of  some  glorious 
news ;  and  that  the  firing  of  the  guns  is  the 
means  by  which  the  ministers  intend  to 
convey  to  the  people  their  own  joy  and  exul- 
tation at  the  happy  tidings  they  have  re- 
ceived ? Is    nine    o'clock    at     night   an 

unusual  hoar  for  these  guns  to  be  fired  ? 

And  if  unusual,  is  it  reasonable  for  the 
people    to    expect     news    unusually   good 

and  glorious? In  such  aca  e  is  it  natural 

to  be  unusually  anxious,  and   impatient   for 

the  Gazette  ? The  next  q'lestion  I  would 

beg  leave  to  a-;k  you,  Mr  C'lbbett^  is  this — 
Who  is  Sir  Hew  Ddrymple  ?  This  is  a 
question  I  have  in  vain  asked  of  all  I  am 
acquainted  with,  and  I  fear  it  is  a  question 
which  will  puzzle  all  the  big  wigs  in  this 
kingdom.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  but 
that  Junot  and  Kellermann  could  answer  it. 
Sir  Hew's  name  became  immortal  (to  men- 
tion no  one  else  at  present)  on  the  memorable 
30lh  of  Aug.  last  ;  a  day  v,?hich  never  can 
be  forgotten.  Who  can  wish  to  know  more 
of  Sir  Hew  .^  Read  his  Convention.  Is  that 
not  enough  ? Is  it  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  or  the  ministers  who  appoint,  or 
ought  to  appoint  the  general,  who  is  to  act 
in  the  important  situation  of  commander  of 
30,000  men  ;  and  to  have  the  sole  and  entire 
disposal  of  so  large  and  fine  an  army  as  the 

British  forces   in   Portugal  ? Are    those 

who  do  appoint  in  such  a  case  responsille, 
entirely,  oi  in  any  degree,  for  the  ccMiduct 
of  him  whom  they  have  appointed  ?  If 
they  are  not  responsible  for  his  acts,  who  is  ? 
and  to  whom  are  the  people  to  look  for  re- 
dress ? — In  selecting  a  general  fit  for  a  duty 
of  so  high,  so  important,  and  so  honourable 
a  nature,  in  the  execution  of  which,  the 
interests  of  the  country  at  large,  and  the 
honour  of  Great  Britain,  are  so  intimately 
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connected,  should  very  great  circumspec- 
tion, much  connideraiion,  and  infini'e  care 
and  anxiety  be  shi-wn  ? — if  that  be  ^o,  and 
when  a  commaudtr-iii-cluef  of  such  an 
army  i?  appointed,  "lu'lir  not  his  character 
tube  perfecilv  well  kno.vn,  and  hix  name 
quite  farnihartothepub.ic  ?  ShoiUd  they  not 
also  be  familiar  with  his  lormer  glory  aiid 
exploits,  with  his  talei  ts.  his  vigour,  his 
enterprise,  and  his  prudence?  A'oove  all, 
ought  not  the  army  to  be,  (thai  is  the 
soldier';)  very  well  acquainted  with  him  ? 
Ought  they  not  to  have  a  coi:fidence  iu  him  ? 
Ought    they    not   lo    fet^l   that   he  is  able  to 

command  them  ? Was    there    ever    an 

occasion,  when  a!)  these  things  should  have 
been  more  particularly  attended  to  tnaM  in 
selecting  a  general  to  command  our  brave 
troops  in  Portugal  ?  V/as  i'.  not  upon  the 
.success  of  the  first  blow  we  were  to  sirike 
in  this  glorious  contest,  that  almost  every 
thing  depended  ?  if  it  failed,  and  f.^iled 
through  dishonour  and  baseness,  what  could 
we  expect  ?  Had  we  a  right  any  longer  to 
look  for  trust  or  confidence  on  the  Conti- 
nent ?  Could  the  brave  people  in  whose 
cause  we  were  fighting  look  u|)on  our  jni/i- 
tary  assistance,  but  with  mistrust  and  ap- 
prehension!?    In    effect,     they    might    say 

"    Timeo  Driaos'et    liocja  ferentes." 1 

now  come,  Mr.  Cobbett,  to  a  very  impor- 
tant part  of  the  subject,  and  one  which,  at 
the  present  moment,  occupies  no  small 
share  of  public  atteation  ;  I  mean  the  ques- 
tion with  respect  to  Sir  H-^w  and  Sir 
Arthur,  which  I  thnik  will  resolve  itself 
into  this:  either  th..it  Sir  Arthur  is  com- 
pletely innocent,  or  infinitely  more  guuty 
than    Sir  Hew    D  ilryraple.      Let  us  inq  lire 

the    truth. Was  '  the    actual    command 

taken  from  Sir  Arthur  the  i^i/(/«/ that  the 
battle  of  Vimeira  had  terminated  ?  And  if 
so,  by  whom  was  it  taken  ?  Certainly 
NOT  by  Sir  Hew,  for  his  own  di.spatch  de- 
clares the  contrary,  and  begins  tims:  '•'  I 
"  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  lordv-.h;p, 
"  that  I  landed  in  Portugal,  and  took  the 
"  command  of  the  army,  on  Mond.iy  the 
"  22d  of  Aug.  the  next  day  after  the  bait.© 
"  of  Vmieira."  Now,  then,  vve  have  the 
fact  that  Sir  Hew  only  landed  on  the  22d, 
IVho  therefore  had  the  command  of  our 
army,  owr,  victorious  army,  from  i  he  actual 
termination  of  hostilities  on  the  21'>rti!I  the 
arrival  at  Cintra  of  Sir  Hew  on  the 'lid  ^ 
And  what  was  done  <Juring  th.it  pLliod? 
Upon  the  answer  ro  these  questions  th* 
whole  will  turn.  Till  we  hear  'he  conrrary, 
we  are  hound  to  believe  that  Sir  Arthur  re- 
tained the  command.  I  will,  therefore  ssk, 
ivhat  was  Sir  Arthur  doin^  ?     How  was  hi« 
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armv  emphycfl,  during  ihat  most  important 
interval  ?  Iriis  friends,  say,  that  lie  was 
lurning  to  push  on.  Was  he  so  ?  That  pre- 
cious interval  then,  wax  so  employed  ?  Did 
lie,  then,  after  his  splendid  victory,  and 
without  losing  an  Instant,  give  orders  for 
the  troops  following  up  their  well  carried 
success,  by  immediate  pursuit  ?  Did  he 
prove  that  he  was  "  burning  to  push  on  ?" 
DkXhe  instantly  march  towards  Lisbon  in 
order  to  cut  ojj'  the  retreat  of  thz  vanquished 
Junot  (I  beg  his  grace's  pardon,  I  mean 
le  Due  D'Aurantes)  and  in  order  to  preverrt 
the  possibility  of  his  concentrating  his  force 
in  strong  positions?  Was,  or  was  not,  all 
or  any  of  these  thing*  done  ?  V/as  that  very 
precious   interval   in  any  way  made  use  of  ? 

1  have  wo/ asserted  that  bir  Aithur  did 

AflZ'(?  the  command  during  this  period,  but 
as  we  know  that  Sir  tlcwhad  not,  it  remains 
to  be  shewn  whether  upon  this  occasion  the 
culprit  was  Sir  Arthur,  or  Sir  Harry.  On 
the  head  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  two, 
will  fall  the  whole  consequences  resulting 
from  the  inactivity,  or  want  of  decision  and 
promptness  which  then  took  place,  which 
must  have  prevented  our  gallant  army  from 
intercepting  the  French  from  Lisbon,  and 
from  following  up  the  decisive  blow  which 
had  been  struck.  The  not  having  done 
which,  and  the  not  having  intercepted  the 
French  t>om  Lisbon,  are  allowed  to  be  the 
only  reasons  why  any  Convention  became 
necessary,  (or  rather  was  thought  necessary) 
he  therefore,  (be  he  who  he  may)  the  man 
who  produced  this  stalfc  ot  things,  whose 
scand?  '.ous  conduct  rendered  such  a  humilia- 
tiug  alternative  necessary,  hjar  more  guilty 
than  'die  man  who  merely  ratified  the  damned 

?^iev=ment. Whilst  I  am  always  for  per- 

JVjiit'mg  fully  "  Palmavi  qui  meruit  ferat," 
at  ';he  same  time  I  am  equally  desirous  that 
Cui'pam  o'.fi  meruit  ferat.  And  grieved  as 
I  s'nould,  be  to  blast  the  fresh  laurels  on  the 
victorious  brow  of  Sir  Arthur,  still,  justice, 
and  '.he  injured  honour  of  this  country,  re- 
qu'.re,  that  the  culprit,  be  he  who  he  may,  J" 
s'.iould  be  openly  dragged  forth  to  public 
view  and  to  public  investigation.  We  have 
already  sesn  that  there  must  hare  lean  most 
criminal  conduct  sotnewhere  between  the 
2l3t  and  the  'lli\,  that  Sir  Hew  is  completely 
out  of  th.it  scrape,  ai;d  that  it  is  entirely 
between  Sir  Harry  and  Sir  Ariliur.  Now 
let  us  •  oppose  that  Sir  Harry,  iiotwilhstimd- 
intr  his  generosity  on  tlie  field  of  battle, 
did  however  supersede  Sir  Arthur  the  mo- 
nieni  tl.atth.e  French  began  to  rctieat  ;  ar.d 
1ft  us  suppose  that  Sir   Aitiuir's  advice    was 

rejected th.cn,  on  the  foUowing  day,  the 

2'2d,  Sir  Hew  arrive*,  and  t^kc*  the  com- 
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mand  from  Sir  Harry,  and  then,  as  his 
dispatch  says,  "  a  few  hours  after  my  arri' 
"  val.  General  Keliermann  came  in  with  a 
"  flag  of  truce,  "  &c.  and  immediately  after 
— "  The  inclo^^ed  contains  the  several  articles 
"  at  first  agreed  upon  and  signed  hj  Sir 
"  Arthur  JVellesb'y  and  General  Ko'ller- 
"  mann,"-Pray  how  were  thesearticles  agreed 
upon  and  signed  by  Sir  Arthur,  whom  we 
have  supposed  to  have  had  no  command  since 
the  termination  of  the  battle  of  Vimeira  ? 
Are  we  to  suppose,  that  Sir  Hew  requested 
Sir  Arthur,  as  being  conversant  with  the 
then  state  of  affairs,  to  enter  into  some 
terms  of  agreement ;  and  are  we  to  suppose 
that  he  was  left  entirely  to  his  own  judgment 
and  discretion  ?  Or,  are  we  to  suppose  that 
on  being  so  requested,  he  strongly  urged  to 
Sir  Hew,  the  fatal  consequences  to  be 
dreaded  from  any  suspension  of  hostilities, 
that  he  implored  him  to  listen  to  nothing 
short  of  unconditional  surrender,  and  that 
he  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  prevent 
any  Convention  from  being  acceded  to  ?  — 
That  Sir  Hew  then  commanded  him  to  sign 
that  which  his  heart  revolted  at  ?  Are  we  to 
suppose  this  ? — And  are  we  then  to  suppose 
tliat  tamely  and  tacitly,  with  much  gentle 
resignation,  the  gallant  Sir  Arthur  obeyed 

the  detested  order  ? Now  which  of  these 

two,  is  the  most  probable  case  ?  The  former 
which  supp.oses  him  to  be  only  requested, 
and  left  to  act  according  to  Aii' Ott;«/wf/j^e- 
ment ;  or  the  latter  in  which  he  is  harshly 
commanded  and  left  without  a  particle  of 
discretionary  power  ?  Is  it  not  on  this,  that 
the  whole  merit  or  demerit   of  his  conauct 

as  to  the  signature  rests? Eut  I  will  now 

aak  you,  IVIr.  Cobbctl,  whether  you  would 
consider  the  request  of  a  commander-in- 
chief  as  tantamount  to  a  command?  Next, 
whether  a  command  even,  should  always, 
and    without  exception,  be   implicitly   and 

tacitly   obeyed  ? Should  the  command  of 

a  superior  in  no  instance  be  departed  from  ? 
Is  there  no  latitude  in  any  case  allowed  ?  And 
supposing  all  these  to  be  answered  by  decla- 
ring that  nothing  but  passive  and  implicit 
obedience,  can  be  tolerated  by  the  military 
fair,  I  would  ask  you,  are  there  7io  situations 
in  which  it  would  be  both  honourable  and 
even  noble  to  di.sobey  an  express  command  ? 
And  if  it  might  he  honourable  and  even 
noble  in  some  situations  to  disobey  a  com- 
mand, mi2.ht  there  not  also  be  circumstances 
under  which  it  would  be  both  criminal  and 
base  to  oley  an  express  command  ?  Indeed, 
your  last  Register  has  already  declared  your 
opinion  on  this  subject.  If  any  one  insisted 
on  this  ineek,  humble,  non-resisting  obe- 
dience, as  being  indispeusaUe  according  to 
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the  military  law,  I  would  beg  to  know 
where  such  womanish  <  bedience  could  stop. 
For  instance  :  when  K«llerraann  was  fairly 
about  it,  stipulating  on  the  one  hand,  and 
getting  every  stipulation  as  quickly  agreed 
to  on  the  other — no  matter  how  framed  or 
how  worded-rwhy  did  it  not  occur  to  him, 
to  stipulate  that  the  duke  his  master,  with 
the  whole  of  the  French  army,  artillery,  ^c, 
should  be  immediately  conveyed  in  English 
transports  to  rlie  coast  of  Ireland,  (afngaie 
or  74  being  provided  for  h\s giacej  and  there 
be  disembarked  with  all  their  baggage,  plun- 
der, &c.  &;c  ?.ndbe  supplied  with  sixty  rounds 
per  man  and  gun  ?  Why  did  this  not  occur 
to  him?  Of  course  it  would  have  been 
agreed  to,  and  by  the  convenient  non-resist- 
ing rule  of  obedience,  the  victorious  Sir 
Arthur  would,  good  pliant  soul,  have  put 
his  hand,  when  so  required,  to  such  a  stipu- 
lation !  I !  Having  so  done,  he  might  then 
have  resumed  his  situation  as  commander- 
in-chief  in  Ireland  with  great  eclat — and 
with  "  No  Popery"  as  his  watch-word,  have 
had  the  infinite  satisfaction  of  again  encoun- 
tering his  Portuguese  antagonists  on  British 
ground.  Indeed  he  might,  in  that  case, 
possibly,  have  beheld,  the  imperial  flag,  of 
"  his  imperial  and  royal  majesty  Napoleon  I. 
waving  over  the  turrets  of  Dublin  castle! 
And  his  ^race  of  Abrantes  might  have  then 
himself  become  an  emperor,  a  catholic  em- 
peror. Strange  that  all  this  did  not  occur  to 
Kellermann  ;  whose  fertile  and  comprehen- 
sive mind  seems  to  have  been  always  "  in 

"  utrumque  paratus." Since  writing  the 

above,  a  most  unfortunate  letter  of  Sir 
Arthur's  has  made  its  appearance  before  the 
public,  in  which  (miralile  dictu  !J  he  even 
congratulates  the  Portugueseon  the  Conven- 
tion, in  which  he  sees  "  NoxaiNG  remark- 
able"!!! Gracious  God!  Can  the  con- 
queror of  Vimeira  think  so? As  to  the 

conduct  of  ministers  on  this  occasion,  I 
think  we  have  yet  no  reason  to  doubt,  that 
they  will  act  with  the  same  vigour  and 
promptitude,  which,  happily  for  this  coun- 
try, has  cilready  marked  their  career.  It  i<j 
but  doing  them  justice  to  say,  that  as  a  whole 
(however  much  I  may  object  to  certain 
component  parts)  they  have  done  more,  and 
with  more  spirit,  in  their  short  reign,  than 
any  administration,  which  I  can  recollect,  to 
have  done  in  the  same  period. — ^The  firing 

0/  the  guns  ought  to  he  accounted  for! 

I  cannot  entirely  dismiss  this  subject  without 
taking  notice  ofwhat  you  have  written,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  rel^pecting  it.  And  although  that 
damned  Convention  in  Portugal,  which  can 
never  cease  to  be  thought  of  wiih  cui^esand 
execrations  by  every  Eaigl'siiaian,  and  all 
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that  is  any  way  connected  with  it,  fires  m« 
with  indignation  and  chills  me  witli  iiorror 
at  the  bare  recollection,  still,  notwithstand- 
ing this,  I  have  been  able  to  read  youf 
excellent  account  of  the  ignominous  trans- 
actions in  (hat  quarter  with  some  degree  of 
plei'sure  and  satisfaction  ;  a  melancholy 
pleasure  indeed  and  a  mournful  satisfaction  ! 
Your  plain,  but  nervous  language  ;  your 
unbiassed,  but  manly  conclusioi  s ;  your 
just,  but  ardent  colouring,  give  lotlie  whola 
of  your  statement  a  tone  and  character, 
which  cannot  fail, even  10  the  renMJtest  limes, 
to  make  every  true  Briton's  hean  bleed 
within  him  when  he  pen.ses  it— whilst  at 
those  honest  bursts  of  indignation  which  it 
here  and  there  exhibits,  he  will  be  roused  to 
mjidness,  will  feel  his  whole  soul  on  fire, 
and  will  call  down  curses  and  vengeance  on 
those  who  were  the  authors  of  his  poor 
country's  disgrace  and  ignominy.  To  have 
all  the  drcurristcincts  which  preceded  this 
fatal  Convention  (at  which  name  "  horresco 
referrens  ")  fairly  detailed,  and  recorded  in 
clear  and  unambiguous  language,  was  fit, 
was  necessary.  Every  one  who  has  read 
your  last  week's  Register,  will,  if  they  do 
you  justice,  readily  admit,  that  few  could 
have  executed  this  so  well,  and  none,  I  ana 
sure,  better. 1  am  always.  Sir, P.  C. 
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Sir,— Amidst  the  burst  oi  general  and 
violent  indignation,  which  is  so  universally 
felt  by  the  whole  nation,  at  the  termination 
of  the  campaign  in  Portugal,  and  in  which 
you  so  largely  participate  ;  permit  me  to 
point  out  some  circumstances,  which  have 
been  either  designedly  or  inadvertently  over- 
looked. All  the  public  writers  have  poured 
out  the  most  virulent  invectives  against  exi^rj 
part  of  the  Conventions,  without  once  ad- 
verting to  the  very  important  advantages 
which  have  been  gained.  This  is  not  just. 
I  am  not,  Mr.  Cobbett,  about  to  defend  the 
conventions  ;  I  think  with  you  that  they  are 
highly  disgraceful,  to  those  in  particular 
who  concluded  them,  and,  also,  to  the 
nation  at  large,  as  far  as  it  can  be  considered 
as  a  party  to  them.  But,  let  us  not  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  services  which  Jiave  been  per- 
formed ;  let  not  a  blind  and  incoL-siderate 
passion,  hurry  us  on  to  deprive  ourselves 
of  the  consolation  of  thinking,  at  least,  that 
something  really  essential  has  been  effected. 
We  certainly  had  a  just  ri2.ht  to  expect  the 
absolutesuireuder  of  the  French  army.  The 
general  atrocity  which  has  marked  the  con- 
duct of  the  French  in  every  part  of  Europe, 
and  in  Poiiuga!  in  particuJar,  together  with 
the  victories  of  Sir  Arthur   Weiiesley,  de- 
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mandcd  a  different  result.  But  after  all, 
•will  you  say  that  nothing  has  boen  gained  ? 
Is  getting  the  Frencii  army  out  of  Portugal, 
even  at  «//?/  rate,  nothing?  Is  neutralizing 
the  Russian  fleet  ?Jo///i/;x,' 5*  Is  enabling  our 
army  to  act  in  Spiin,  uitlioiU  an  enemy  in 
its  rear,  iiothing  ?  Is  not  the  Corsican  usui  p- 
er,  preparing  an  immense  force,  with  wliich 
he  hopes  to  overwhelm  the  Spaniard.-?  An<l, 
was  it  not  of  the  utmost  consequence,  that 
our  army  should  be  tree  of  the  enfn)y  in 
Portugal  as  soon  as  possible,  that  it  niiglit  be 
enabled  to  giveetFectualand  timely  assistance 
to  Spain  ?  These  appear  to  me  to  be  great 
and  important  advantages  ;  and,  notwith- 
standing they  cannot  be  put  in  competition 
with  those  which  \\<i  have  lost,  yet,  they 
are  not  to  be  oveilo'-ked  and  considered  as 
nothing.  A  most  objectionable  part  of  the 
convention  seems  to  be,  sufienng  the 
French  army  to  carry  off  its  ill  gotten  plun- 
der ;  this  is  unpardonable,  "and  demands 
the  severest  reprehension  ;  for,  independent 
of  the  sanction  which  is  thereby  given  to 
robberies  the  most  atrocious,  it  must  have 
an  effect  on  the  Portuguese  highly  inimical 
to  this  nation.  They  will  consider  them- 
selves as  sacrificed  by  us,  and,  we  shall  also, 
I  fear,  be  identified  with  robbers  and  thieves. 
Surely  a  severe  and  rigid  scrutiny  will  be 
made  into  this  matter  ;  the  honour  and  cha- 
racter of  the  army,  as  well  as  the  wound- 
ed feelings  of  the  people  require  it. 
You  have  treated  this  subject,  Mr.  Cobbett, 
with  your  usual  ingenuity  ;  yet  I  cannot  but 
think,  that  you  have  sutfered  your  zeal  to 
outrun  your  discretion.  You  undoubtedly 
feel  higiily  indignant  on  this  occasion,  as 
every  true  Englishman  must,  who  feels  for 
t!ie  honour  of  his  country  ;  but  yet,  let 
justice  be  done.  In  order  to  render  the 
transaction  as  odious  as  possible,  you  decry 
Lisbon,  as  a  place  of  strength,  and,  think, 
that  If  Junot  had  chosen  to  defend  himself 
in  that  place,  it  would  not  have  been  any 
material  obstruction  to  the  march  of  the  army 
to  assist  the  Spaniards.  You,  Mr.  Cobbett, 
ought  to  undeTitand  these  matters  better  than 
I  do,  having,  to  your  praise  be  it  spoken, 
had  military  experience ;  but,  have  you 
ever  seen  Lisbon  ?  have  you  examined  its 
forts  ?  its  fortifications  and  means  of  de- 
fence ?  and,  if  you  have  not,  how  can  you 
speak  £0  positively  of  its  weakness  ?  of  the 
facility  with  which  it  might  have  been  taken  ? 
and  asset t  that  there  are  "  no  grounds  for 
**  believing,  that  the  siege  cotdd  have  lasted 
"  for  a  week?"  If  our  general  had  been 
of  the  same  opinion,  it  cannot  bf  believed 
that  he  would  have  signed  such  a  convention. 
You  wy,  tU^it  you  never  heard  of  any  sttong 
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places  in  Portugal.  Will  it  be  denied  that 
Lisbon  possesses  some  strong  places  ?  Are 
there  not  forts,  which  h.ve  i  fiectuallv  pre- 
vented our  fleet  from  entering  the  'i'ai;us? 
And,  c^n  it  he  possible,  that  a  place  of  spch 
vast  miportanre  as  !  isbon  should  be  s\iih- 
out  the  means  ot  resisting  an  enemy  foi  a 
considerable  lime?  "^'our  posi'ion  that  Junot 
entered  the  pl.ics  witliout  any  trouble  will 
aviiil  you  no'hing,  for  the  Portuguese  never 
even  attempted  to  defend  it,  and  it  fell  an 
uiux-sisting  prey  to  the  lawless  in\^der. 
Very  difTerent,  !  apprehend, would  have  been 
the  ca-e,  if  the  Fiench  had  iletertuiiied  on 
defending  it,  and  the  utmost  efforts  and  skill 
of  our  brave  armv  wduld  prubably  have 
been  baffled  for  sume  weeks  ;  and.  what  at 
the  present  moment  is  of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence, been  also  prevetited  from  giving 
that  prompt  and  timely  assistance  to  th« 
Spaniards,  which  the  nobie  c;iuse  thev  are 
embarked  in  so  imperiously  demands.  1  his 
circumstance  carries  convictioi)  to  my  mind, 
that  the  measure  of  obliging  the  French  to 
evacuate  Portugal  speedily,  even  .tt  any  rate, 
was  a  measure  of  the  most  urgent  necessity, 
and  may  ultimately  be  of  the  utmost  impoit- 
ance  lothe  general  cause.  I  therefore  am 
convinced,  that  thiee  objects  of  the  greatest 
consequence  have  been  obtained  j  viz.  clear- 
ing Portugal  of  the  Fiench  ;  neutralizing  th« 
Russian  fleet  j  and  enabling  our  army  to 
march  into  Spain,  without  an  enemy  in  its 
rear.  These  are  facts  and  cannot  be  contro- 
verted ;  and,  alihough  I  am  particularly 
anxious  to  impress  you  with  an  idea  of  their 
importance;  yet,  I  do  not  bring  them  for- 
ward, as  any  defen<  e  of  the  conventions  j 
but,  merely,  as  some  alleviation  of  the 
great  disappointment  which  the  public  has 
experienced,  and  to  prove  that  amidst  much 
evil,  sume  good  has  been  obtained. — I  am 
very  sorry  to  see  that  your  haired  to  th« 
VVellesleys,  as  having  been  the  firm  friends 
of  the  late  Mr.  Piti,  has  carried  you  the 
length  of  stigmatizing  Sir  Arthur  Weilesley, 
as  the  author  of  the  conventions,  and  of 
giving  a  false  colouring  to  the  transaction. 
You  have  employed  many  words  and  much 
sophistry  to  accomplish  this.  But  let  us,  Sir, 
clear  away  the  rubbish  and  attend  only  to 
facts.  1  apprehend,  the  grand  main  spring, 
which  regulates  and  directs  the  operations  of 
an  army,  to  be  obedience.  Every  thing  re- 
solves itself  into  this.  Every  officer  is  bound 
strictly  to  obey  the  commands  of  his  superior 
in  every  thing  connected  with  the  army. 
Obedience  is  the  very  life  and  soul  of  an 
army,  and  without  which  it  would  be  a  mer» 
shadow,  a  thing  of  no  value.  We  havp 
only  to  look  at  the  armies  of  the  Grand  TwrjS, 
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to  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  position. 
This,  Sir,  is  so  positive   a  truth,  that  you 
cannot  deny  it ;  you  must  allow  it  me  ;  and 
on  that  giound  I   mean  to   shew  tlic  f  itility 
of  your  arguments.     Sir  Arthur  Wellesiey, 
on  the  21st  of  August,  gains  a  victory  over 
the  French  army,  in    which  even  you  have 
not  attempted  to  deprive  him  of  the   merit 
of  having,  with  a  part  of  his  force,  defeated 
double  the    numbers.     During  the  engage- 
ment. Sir   Harry  Burrard  (his  superior  otti- 
cer,  observe)  arrives  ;   the  instant  he  joined 
the  army.  Sir  Arthur's  command  was  vir- 
tually at  an  end.     Now,    mark  ;    Sir  Harry 
Burrard   says,  that  he   found    Sir   Arthur's 
dispositions  so  excellent,  that  he  had  no  oc- 
casion to  alter  them,  (or  words  to  that  effect) 
which    is   explicitly   declaring,   that   he    did 
possess  the  power,  if  he  had  had   the  incli- 
nation, thereby  declaring  himself,  what  he 
actually  was,  the  superior  ollicer  ;    nay,  even 
the  dispatches  were  written  to  lord   Castle- 
reagh  by  Sir  Harry  Burrard  in  that  capacity. 
If,    therefore,   my  position  of    obedience  is 
correct,  Sir  Arthur's  responsibility  was  ac- 
tually at  an  end,  on  the    21st  ;  he  had  no 
longer  the  command  of  the  forces  ;   he  had 
no  longer  a  will  of  bis  own  ;  but  was  posi- 
tively bound  to  obey  the  orders  of  Sir  Harry 
Burrard.     We  are  also  informed  that  nume- 
rous   letters  from  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished officers  in    the  British  army,  agree 
in  stating,  that  "  Sir  Arthur  Wellesiey  most 
"  distinctly  declared  his    opinion,  that,  the 
"  expediency  of  permitting  the  French    to 
*'  capitulate  at  all,  was  occasioned  solely  by 
"  the  dilemma  into   wiiich    the  army    had 
"■  been  brought  by  its  being  prevented  con- 
"  trary  to  his   plans   and   wishes   repeatedly   \ 
"  urged,  from  followitig  up  the   victory  of 
"  the  21st,  in  which  case  the  whole  of  the 
"  French  army   viust  inevitably   have  been 
"  destroyed,    instead  of   being  enabled  by 
'•'  that  fatal  delay  to    retreat  to  the  passes, 
"■  and  to  concentrate  themselves  in  forts  in 
"  their  rear,  which   it   might   consume  the 
"  whole  of  the  winter  months  to  beat  them 
"  out  of."     .You    then  triumphantly   ask, 
"  who  stopped  Wellesiey  ?"  I  answer.  Sir, 
H.irry  Burrard.      The    moment  the   battle 
was  over.   Sir  Arthur  could   not  possibly  act 
for  himself  5  he  had  nothing  to  do,  but   to 
obey  Sir  Ha'  •  /  Burrard,  his  superior  officer  ; 
and,  on  him,    in   my  opinion,    the  whole 
responsibility  rests.    It  must  be  he  who  pre- 
vented Sir  Arthur  from  pursuing  the  enemy. 
Who  else  had  the  power  ?  let  me  ask.  1  posi- 
tively  say,    no  one.     Sir  Hew   Dalrymple 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.     He  did  not  laud 
till  the  24th,  and  the   armistice  was  signed 
on  the  22J,     I  have  heard  iVom  very  good  I 


authority,    tliat   the  ministers  are   satisfied 
with   Sir  Hew  Dalryniple's  conduct  ;  and, 
say  that  he  could   not  have  acted   otherwise 
than  he  did.      What  they  say,  and  think  of 
Sir   Harry  Hurrard,  is  anotiier  mat'er.      In 
order  to  complete   jour   phin,  of  throwing 
all  the  edium  on  Sir  Arfhur  Wellesiey,  you 
affect  to  discredit  the  numerous  letters  which 
are  said  lo  Itave  been  reteived  from  stmie  of 
the  most  distinguisiied  officers  in  the  British 
army,    and   assert   them   to   be  lies.      You 
must  produre  very  strong  and  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  ihis  assertion,  before  you  can  expect 
it  to  be  given  credit  to.    I  cannot  think,  Mr. 
Cobbett,    that   you   tliink   so   yourself:   for 
you  must  know,  that,   when  nuim'^OHt  letters 
from  men  of  character  and  high  honour,  all 
agree  on  the  same  subject,  that  it  viust  be  a 
fact  3   and  these  letters  will  and  ought  to  ob- 
tain credit,  amongst  that    part  of  mankind, 
who  will  not  suffer  their  understanding  u>  be  . 
overpowered  by    any  sophisiiy    however  in- 
genious, or    with    a    cloud  of  words.     Th« 
very    circumstances     of    the   case     furnish 
strong  presumptive   evidence  of  their  truth. 
It  must  occur  to  every  one,  that  the  defeat 
of  the  French    should   have    been    instantiy 
followed  up,  by  detaching  that  part  of  the 
army  which  had  suffered   least,  in  order  to 
cut  off  the  retreat  of     the   flying  entniy  ; 
and  I  firmly  believe,  from  the   knowledge 
we  have  of  the  vigour   and  capacity  of  Sir 
Arthur   Wellesiey,     that  had   he  not  been 
prevented  by  a  superior  power,  it  would  hav« 
been  done,  and  the  di.sgraceful  conventions 
prvented. — I    am    always     conce.rned     Mr. 
Cobbett,  to  have  occasion  to  differ  in  oftinioa 
with  you,  for  I  greatly  admire  your  talents ; 
but  even   Homer  sometiujes  nods  :  and  if  1 
ever  take  the    liberty  of  stating    my   senti- 
ments   in    opposition  to  yours,   I   trust   that 

you   will   receive  them  with   kindness.- 

Observer. — Sept.  I^tli,  J 808. 
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Conventions     in    Portugal. — From    the 

London  Gazette  Extraordinary,  continued 
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VIII.ThegarrisonofElvas,anditsforts,and 
of  Peniche  and  Palmela,  will  be  embarked  at 
Lisbon  :  that  of  Almaida  at  Oporto,  or  the 
nearest  harbour.  I'hey  will  be  accompanied 
on  their  march  by  Briti>,h  commissaries 
charged  with  providing  for  their  subsi-tence 
and  accommodation. —  IX.  All  the  sick  and 
wounded  who  cannot  be  embarked  with  th? 
troops  are  entrusted  to  the  Biitish  army. 
They  are  to  be  taken  care  of  whilu  they  re- 
main in  this  country,  at  the  expense  of  the 
British  goveinment  under  the  condition  of 
the  saaie  being  reimbursed  by  France  when 
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the  final  evacuation  is  effected.  The 
English  government  will  provide  for  their 
return  to  France,  which  shall  take  place  by 
detachments  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
or  two  hundred  men  at  a  time.  A  suiliciciit 
number  of  Fiench  medical  ofTicer.s  shall  be 
left  behind  to  attend  them. — X.  As  soon  as 
the  vessels  employed  to  carry  (he  army  to 
France  shall  have  disembarked  it  in  the  har- 
bours specified,  or  in  any  other  of  the  ports 
of  France  to  which  stress  of  weather  may 
force  them,  every  facility  shall  be  given  them 
to  return  to  England  without  delay,  and 
security  against  capture  until  their  arrival  in 
a  friendly  port. — XT.  The  French  army 
shall  be  concentrated  in  Lisbon,  and  wiihin 
a  distance  of  about  two  leagues  from  it. 
The  English  army  Avill  approach  within 
three  leagues  of  the  capital,  and  will  be  so 
placed  as  to  leave  about  one  league  between 
the  two  armies. — XII.  The  forts  of,  St. 
Julien,  the  Bugio,  and  Cascais  shall  be  oc- 
cupied by  the  British  troops  on  the  ratification 
of  the  convention.  Lisbon  and  its  citadel, 
together  with  the  forts  and  batteries,  as  far 
as  the  Lazaretto  or  Trofuria  on  one  side,  and 
fort  St.  Joseph  on  the  other,  inclusively., 
si:iall  be  given  up  on  the  embarkation  of  the 
second  division,  as  shall  also  the  harbour  and 
all  armed  vessels  in  it  of  every  description, 
with  their  rigging,  sails,  stores,  and  ammu- 
nition. The  fortresses  of  F.lvas,  Almaida, 
peniche,  andPaimela,  shall  be  given  up,  as 
soon  as  the  British  troops  can  arrive  to  occu- 
py them.  In  the  raei-.ntime  the  general  in 
chief  of  the  British  arnjj'  will  give  notice  of 
the  present  convention  to  the  garrisons  of 
those  places,  as  also  to  the  troops  before 
them,  ill  order  to  put  a  stop  to  all  further 
iiostiliiies.— XIII.  Commissaries  shall  be 
named  on  both  sides,  to  regulate  and  accele- 
?;ite  the  execution  of  the  arrangements 
agreed  upon.— XIV.  Should  th6re  arise 
doubts  as  to  the  meaning  of  any  article,  it 
will  be  explained  favourably  to  the  Ficnch 
army. — XV.  From  ihe  date  of  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  present  convention,  all  arrears 
f)f  coni'ibmions,  requi.sitions,  or  claims 
whatever,  of  the  French  government.,  against 
subjects  of  Portugal,  or  any  other  indi- 
viduals residing  in  this  country,  founded  on 
the  .')Ccup'.ition  of  Portugal  by  the  French 
troops  in  ihe  month  of  Dec.  I8O7,  which 
may  not  have  b^'cn  paid  up,  me  cnncfllcd, 
and  all  sequestrations  laid  upon  their  property 
moveable  ur  immoveable,  are  removed, 
and  the  tree  disposal  of  the  same  is  restored 
to  tlie  proper  owners. — XVI.  All  subjects  of 
France,  orof  pow-rsin  friendship  or  allianct 
with  Fr.mce,  domiciliat'd  in  Portugal,  or 
accidental]/   in  this  couuiry,  shall  be  pro- 
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tected.  Their  property  of  every  kind, 
moveable  and  immoveable,  shall  be  respect- 
ed, and  they  -hall  be  at  libeity  either  to  ac- 
company the  French  army,  or  to  remain  in 
Portugal.  In  either  case  their  property 
is  guaranteed  to  them,  with  the  l;bi.rty  of 
retailing  or  disponing  of  it,  and  oassmg 
the  produce  of  the  .sale  thereof  into  Fiance, 
or  any  other  country  where  they  niay  fix 
their  residence,  the  space  of  one  year  being 
allowed  them  for  that  purpo!-e.  — It  is  lully 
understood  that  shipping  is  excepted  from 
this  arrangement,  only,  however,  in  so  far 
as  regards  leaving  the  port  ;  and  that  none 
of  the  stipulations  above-mentioned  can  be 
made  the  pretext  of  any  commercial  specu- 
lation.— XVIi.  No  native  of  Portug;il  shall 
be  rendered  accountable  for  his  political  con- 
duct during  the  period  of  the  occupation  of 
the  country  by  the  French  army  ;  and  all 
those  who  have  continued  in  the  cxeicise  of 
their  employments,  or  who  have  accepted 
situations  under  the  French  government, 
are  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  Bri- 
tish commanders  :  they  shall  sustain  no 
injury  in  their  persons  or  property,  it  not 
having  been  at  their  option  to  be  obedient 
or  not  to  the  French  government ;  they  are 
also  at  liberty  to  avail  themselves  of  th© 
stipulations  of  the  iGth  article. — XVIII. 
The  Spanish  troops,  detained  on  board  ship 
in  the  port  of  Lisbon,  shall  be  given  up  to 
thecommander-in-chief  of  the  British  army, 
who  engages  to  obtain  of  the  Spaniards  to  res- 
tore such  French  subjects,  either  military  or 
civil,  as  may  have  been  detained  in  Spain  with- 
out being  taken  in  battle,  or  in  consequence 
of  military  operations,  but  on  occasion  of 
the  occurrences  of  the  29ih  of  last  May, 
and  the  days  immediately  following. — XIX. 
There  shall  be  an  immediate  exchange  esta» 
Wished  for  all  ranks  of  prisoners  made  in 
Portugal  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  hostilities. — XX.  Hostages  of  the 
rank  of  field-cllicers  shall  be  mutunlly  fur- 
nished on  the  part  of  the  British  array  and 
ravy,  and  on  that  of  the  French  army,  for 
the  reciprc'.al  guarantee  of  the  present  con- 
vention. Ihe  officers  of  the  British  army 
shall  be  restored  on  the  completion  of  the 
articles  which  concern  the  army  ;  and  the 
officers  of  the  navy  on  the  disembarkation 
of  the  French  troops  in  their  own  country. 
The  like  is  to  take  place  on  the  part  of  tha 
French  army. — XXI.  It  shall  be  allowed  to 
the  general  in  chief  of  the  French  army  to 
send  an  officer  to  France  with  intelligence 
of  the  present  convention.  A  vessel  wili 
be  furnished  by  the  British  admiral  to  con- 
vey him  to  Bourdeaux  and  Rochefort. — 
XXII.  The  British  admiral  will  be  invilad 
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to  accommodate  his  excellency  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  the  other  principal 
officers  of  the  French  army,  on  board  ot 
ships  of  war. — Done  and  concluded  at  Lis- 
bon this  30.h  day  of  August,  1808.  (Signed) 
George  Murkay,  quarter-master-general. 
Kellekmann,  le  general  de  division. 

Nous  Due  D'Abrantes,  general  en  chef 
de  I'armee  Francjaise,  avons  ratifie  et  rati- 
fions  la  presente  convention  detinitive  dans 
tons  ses  articles,  pour  ttre  execute  selon  sa 
forme  et  teneur.  (Signe)  Le  Due 
D'Abrantes.  —  Au  quartier  general  de 
Lisbonne,  le  30  Aoat. 

Additional  Articlt'S    to    tkg   Convention   of 
August  30. 

Artl.  The  individuals  in  the  civil  employ- 
ment of  the  army,  made  prisoners,  either 
by  the  British  troops,  or  by  the  Portuguese, 
in  any  part  of  I'ortugal,  will  be  restored  as  , 
is  customary,  without  excharge.— IL  The 
French  army  shall  be  subsisted  from  its  own 
magazines,  up  to  the  day  of  embarkation  ; 
the  garrisons  up  to  the  day  of  evacuation  of 
the  fortresses.  The  remainder  of  the  maga- 
zines shall  be  delivered  over  in  the  usual 
form  to  the  British  government,  which 
charges  itself  with  the  subsistence  of  the 
inen  and  horses  of  the  army  from  the  above- 
mentioned  periods,  till  their  arrival  in 
France,  under  the  condition  of  their  being 
reimbursed  by  the  French  government  for 
the  excess  of  the  expense  beyond  the  esti- 
mation to  be  made  by  both  parties,  of  the 
value  of  the  magazines  delivered  up  to  the 
British  army. — The  provisions  on  board  the 
ships  of  war  in  possession  of  the  French 
army,  will  be  taken  on  account  by  the 
British  government,  in  like  manner  with 
the  magazines  in  the  fortresses. —  III.  The 
general  commanding  the  British  troops  will 
take  the  necessary  measures  for  re-establish- 
ing the  free  circulation  of  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence between  the  country  and  the  capital. 
—Done  and  concluded  at  Lisbon,  this  30th 
day  of  August,  1808.  (Signed)  George 
Murray,  quarter-master-general.  Keller- 
MANN,  le  gent-ral  de  division. 

Nous  Due  D'Abrantes,  general  en  chef 
de  I'armee  Frangaise,  avons  ratifie  et  ratifions 
les  articles  additionnels  a  la  convention  et 
contre  pour  etre  execntes  suivant  leur  forme 
et  teneur. — Le  Dug  D'Abrantes. — (A 
true  copy.)  A.  J.  Dalrymple,  captain^ 
military  secretary. 

Admiralty  Office,  Sept.  l6,  1808. 
Captain  Halsted,  first  captain  to  the 
squadron  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Sir  Charles  Cotton,  Bart,  commander-in- 
chief  of  his  majesty's  ships  and  vessels  on 
the  coast  of  Portugal,  arrived  yestetday   at 
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this  office,  with  dispatches  from  the  admiral 
to  the  lion.  Wellcsley  Pole,  of  which  the 
following  are  copies  : 

Hitu!rnia,oJ'iheTngus,  Sept.  3,  1808. 
Sir, — Inclosed  herewith,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty,  is  a  copy  of  a  convention,* 
entered  into  by  lieut.  col.  Murray,  and  gen. 
Kellermann,  for  the  evacuation  of  Portugal 
by  the  French  army ;  such  conventioa 
having  been  ratified  by  lieut.  gen.  sir  Hevr 
Dalrymple,  myself,  and  the  French  com- 
mander-in-chief. British  troops,  consisting 
of  the  3d  and  42d  regiments,  were  on  the 
2d  instant  landed,  to  occupy  the  forts  of 
Cascais,  St.  Antonio,  St,  Julien,  and  the 
Bugio,  and  no  titne  shall  be  lost  to  embark 
the  French  troops,  agreeably  to  the  said 
convention. — Captain  Halsted,  first  captain 
of  this  ship,  and  captain  of  the  fleet,  who 
is  now  the  bearer  of  dispatches  to  their 
lordships,  respecting  the  Patssian  squadron 
in  the  Tagus,  is  in  full  possession  of  my 
confidence,  and  will  be  able  to  explain  to 
thfjir  lordships  the  inolives  inducing  m« 
to  ratify  the  convention  in  question,  as  well 
as  give  any  further  information  that  may  be 
thought  necessary. — I  have,  &c.  (Signed) 
Charles  Cotton. 

*  A  copy  of  the   convention    inclosed  ia 
the  letter  from  sir  Hew  Dalrymple. 

Hllernia  off  the  Tagus,  Alk  Sept.  1803. 
Sir, — Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  in- 
close to  you,  for  the  information  of  tha 
lords  commissioners  of  the,  admiralty,  a 
copy  of  a  convention  entered  into  by  me 
with  vice  admiral  Seniavin,  comiranding 
the  Russian  fleet  in  the  Tagus  j  by  which  it 
will  appear  to  their  lordships,  that  such  fleet 
has  been  surrendered  to  me,  to  be  held  by 
his  majesty  as  a  deposit,  until  six  months 
after  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  betwct;n 
Russia  and  England. — I  have  charged  cap- 
tain Halsted,  first  captain  of  the  Hibernia, 
and  captain  of  the  fleet,  with  the  delivery 
of  this  dispatch  to  their  lordships  :  he  was 
sent  by  me  to  negociate  the  convention  with 
vice  admiral  Seniavin,  and  will  be  able  to 
explain  every  particular.  To  capt.  Halsted 
I  feel  greatly  indebted  for  his  able  advice 
and  assistance  upon  all  points  of  service  ;  his 
zeal  and  diligence  have  been  exemplary, 
and  entitle  him  to  my  highest  commendation. 
— Rear-admiral  Tyler  has  been  directed  to 
superintend  the  first  division  of  the  Russian 
fleet,  which  I  purpose  ordering  under  -his 
protection  immediately  to  Spithead  :  to  him 
(since  with  me)  I  have  been  indeb'ed  for 
every  assistance,  and  to  the  captains,  officers, 
and  crews  of  those  ships,  that  have  been 
employed  throughout  a  tediously  protracted 
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blockade  (by  wliom  every  exertion  has  hern  | 

made  wi(h   a  degree  ot  chefrlulness  doing  ) 

them    ialinite     honour,)     I  lee!   extreinf^ly  I 

grateful,    and  di^em    it    my    duty   to   offer  I 

every  possible  ie.«tiniony  of  my  approbation  | 

in  their  Javour.  — I   have,  &c.   (Signed)  C,  j 

Cotton.  | 

^rtic/ts  of  a   Convention    entered    into    be-  ! 
lu'ffri  klre  A  iiniiiil  S-ninviu,  Knight  of 
the   OrilrT   of  St.   Aleriinder,     and  oi/ur 
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Spanish   Revolution. — (Continued   from 


page  4S^) .  — Victories  in  Sarogossa.   From 

the   Oi'iedo   Gazette  Extraordinary,  Ativ. 

2S,    1808. 

o.iragossn,  a  town  which  we  crmnot 
mer.>-ion  without  the  mosl  lively  emotion, 
has  completely  humbled  to  the  dust  the  lolty 
eagles  ot  the  P'rench.  The  arms  of  the 
French  did  not  find  there  an  Ulm,  but  a  St, 
Jean  d'Acit;      Let  Ua,  thiTofn-e,  contribute 


Russian  Orders,  and  Admiral  Sir  Chailes  1  to  preserve  the  memory  therec-f,  bv  publish- 


Cotfon,  Bnrt.  for  the  Surrender  of  the 
liu^sian  Fleet,  now  anchored  in  the  River 
Tagus. 

Art    I.  TIk"  ships  of  vvir  of  the  emperor 
of  Russia  now  in  the  Tigus  as    specified  in 
the  annexed  list,  sh.dl    be   delivered  up   10 
admiral  sir    C  CtjMon,    immediately,  wiili 
;dl  their  stores  as  they  n<)W  are,  to  be  sent  to 
Euglnnd,  and  there  held  as   a  deposit  by  his 
Britannic  majesty,  to  be  restored  to  his  im- 
perial majc'tv,   within   six  moiitiis  after  the 
conclusion  of  a  peace  between   his  Britannic 
majesty,  and   his   imijerial  m.ijesty  the  em- 
peror  of  ajl   the  Rus>ias. — II.   Vice-admiral 
Seniavin,    with    the   oHicers,    sailors,    and 
marines,  under  his   command,  to  return  to 
Russia   witliout  any  condition  or  stipulation 
respecting  their  future  services  ;   to  be  con- 
veyed tf)ere  in  inen  of  war,  or  proper   ves- 
sels at  tlie  expeuce  of  his  Britjnnic  majesty. 
— D(5ne  and  concluded   on  board   the  ship 
Twerday,  in  the  Tagus,  and  on   board  his 
Britannic  majesty's  ship  Hibernia,  ofl'   the 
mouth  of  that    river,    the  3d    day  of  Si.pt. 
1803.   (Signed)  De    Seniavin.     Charl::s 
Cotton.    (Cf)unier-sig!)ed  by  command   of 
the  admiral),  L.  Sass,  assesseur  de  college 
(Counter-signed by  command  of theadmlral), 
Jami;s  KiiNNEDY,  secretary. 
Lists  oj  the  Ships  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
Convention. 
Twerdav,  vice-admiral  Seniavin,  captain 
du  Jst  rang  Mehiyotr,  of  74  gtms,  and  "J.-iQ 
men. — Skoroy,  captain  du   1st  rang  Schel- 
ling,     of  O'O    guns,     and    52-1  men. — Ste. 
Heleiie.  captain   du    2d  rang   Bitcheuscoy, 
of  74  guns  and  .'iCjS   men  — S.  Cofacl,  cap- 
tain du  2d  rang  R.,.-,hnolF,  of  74  guns,  and 
610   men. — Ratvizan,  capt.iin  ilu   2d   rang 
RtishcludT,  of  66  guns,  and    549   men. — 
Sihioy,  capi.  Jieut.  iMalyj,ruin,  of  74  guns, 
and  601  mm. — Motiduu^y,  capt.  lieut.  Ras- 
vosoff,  of  JA  guns,  .'uui  529  men. —  liafael, 
capt,    lieut.  Bytchenskny,  of  80  gun^,  and 
^45  men.— Frejrnite    Kilduyn,  c.ipt.    lieut. 
Dourro.'F,    of   20  gui.s,    and  222    men. — 
Yarowshival,  captain  du    C)(\  rang   Milkoff, 
of  74  guns,  and  507  tuen.     Tot;d  56s5  men. 
(Signed)   AlAJLivJEi-f,   le  capitainc  de  Pa- 
vilion. 


ing  the  fbllovviug   official   papers  and  mani- 
festoes :  — 

Most  Serene  Sir,  —The  enemy,  after  so 
many  obstinate  and  fruitless  attacks  on  this 
city,  renewed  tht  bombardment  on  the  3d 
and  4th  inst.nt,  throwing  a  great  number 
of  bombs  into  tie  place,  and  doing  consider- 
able d.Tuiage.  Ouihe4lh,  without  discon- 
tinuing the  bi/mbardment,  they  attacked 
with  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  one  of  our 
batteries;  and  after  the  most  glorious  de- 
fence, which  la-led  untill  eight  o'clock,  the 
enemy  carried  the  battery,  and  entered  the 
town  ;  yet  witliout  getting  pos'^ession  of  our 
artillery,  which  we  saved. — In  the  neigh- 
bouring streets  the  enemy  met  with  the 
most  vig  irous  resistance,  and  llie  slaughter 
was  so  great  among  them,  that  the  remem- 
brance of  this  aotion  must  at  all  times  prove 
extremely  painful  to  them.  They  are  con- 
fined to  a  small  sp.ice  which  they  occupy  in 
the  city,  and,  with  the  troops  which  I  ex- 
pect from  Valentia,  within  two  days,  I  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of  the 
enemy's  corps,  whose  defeat  will  administer 
comfort  to  the  inhabitants,  whose  intrepid 
firmness  1  admirfe.  They  will  forget  their 
past  and  present  sufferings,  and  1  shall  feel 
perfectly  consoled.  God  preserve  your  high- 
ness many  years  ! — Joseph  de  Palafox  y 
Welz  I.  Head  quarters,  Saragossa,  Aug. 
10,    ISOB. 

To  the  Lord  of  the  Supreme  Council  of 
Asturias. 
Most  Serene  Sir, — I  have  the  satisfaction 
to  inform  your  highness,  that  the  French 
army,  which  for  these  two  months  has  in- 
flicted the  severest  sulTerings  on  this  city, 
and  whose  conduct  has  been  most  abomi- 
nable, tied  this  morning  at  break  of  day, 
leaving  in  our  possession  an  immeiisequantity 
of  artillery,  ammunition,  provisions,  and 
other  efTccts.  During  the  night,  the  enemy 
made  a  fresh  attack  within  the  city, 
froin  the  small  space  which  he  accupied  j 
but  he  was  routed  by  the  .valiant  defenders 
of  this  town,  and  his  defeat  was  so  com- 
plete, that  he  fled  with  tlie  utmost  precipi- 
tation.— This  very  night  a  division  of  4000 
excellent  troops  niovod   from  this  place  to 
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cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  through  Navarre, 
wher-  tiiey  will  be  jjiued  by  other  troops 
and  the  di.ned  pejsjiitry  of  that  country  j 
aiid  tlie  dOOO  men  that  I  expect  to-morrow 
from  Vilcutia.  joined  by  4()00  men  of"  the 
army  formed  on  Catalay-ad,  will,  I  trust,  be 
able*  to  overtake  'l,e  enemy's  rear,  hi  order 
to  chastise  and' prevent  them  from  commit- 
ting on  this  maich  their  usual  robberies  and 
vexnioiii. — This  hirtunate  event  lias  been  this 
day  c  lebiale^i  with  the  ringing  of  bells, 
and  o-morrovv  tlicTe  Deum  will  be  sung 
to  offer  up  thanks  to  ihc  Most  High. — It  is 
of  great  importance  to  acceltiate  the  meeting 
of  the  deputies  of  all  the  provinces  of  Spain, 
and  I  thiiik  it  would  be  expedient  to  ap- 
point for  that  purpose  a  day  in  the  next 
month  of  September.  I  have  given  the 
same  advice  to  the  test  of  the  general  and 
supreme  councils  in  the  whole  kingdom  ; 
and  shoidd  you  coi-iicide  with  n-,e  in  opinion 
on  hi-;  subject,  I  hope  you  will  acquaint  me 
with  it. — Joseph  be  Falafox  y  Mei.zi. 
Head-quarters,  Saragossa,  Aug.  13.  1808. 
Manifesto,  dated  Ht^nd  c/uarters,  Sarairossa, 
Aug  15. 
After  so  many  days  of  pain  and  affliction, 
the  period  has  at  length  arrived,  which  I 
could  expecr,  from  the  tiimness  and  valour 
with  which  you  have  defended  this  illustrious 
capital.  -  Fiaving  witnessed  the  shameful 
flight  of  the  French  slaves,  who  have  aban- 
doned the  artillery,  ammunition,  and  pro- 
visions, which  their  detestable  rapacity  had 
heaped  up,  let  us  now -perform  our  principal 
duty,  and  offer  up  thai^ks  to  the  Omnipotent 
who  has  inflicted  condign  punishment  on 
those  wretched  soldiers  who  profane  the 
temples,  outrage  the  sacred  images  of  the 
Divinity ;  and  are  such  strangers  to  morality, 
th.-it  they  are  not  worthy  to  have  any  inter- 
course with  the  rest  of  mankind.  Let  us 
leave  their  emperor  to  the  remorse  and  afflic- 
tions which  aie  the  lot  of  the  wicked,  and 
beseech  the  Most  High,  that  he  may  vouch- 
safe to  bless  again  our  arras,  that  the  two 
armies  which  are  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitive 
robbers,  may  complete  their  destruction. — 
The  fields  oi  Saragossa,  its  gates,  and  even 
its  stieets.  are  stained  by  the  blood  of 
8000  Frenchmen,  who  have  paid  with 
their  lives  for  the  temerity  of  their  chief. 
This  is  the  fruit  which  the  Fiench  have 
rea|)ed  from  their  entrance  in  Arra^on.  All 
Europe,  nay^  the  universe,  will  hear  with 
horror  the  names  of  their  generah  Le  Febvre 
and  Verdier,  who,  unmindful  of  the  good 
treatment  which  the  French  prisoners,  and 
all  the  natives  of  France  experienced  in  Arra- 
gon,  have  committed  the  utmost  atrocities. 
They  very  justly  appreciated  the  difference 


between  the  system  of  an  ambitious  and 
treacherous  government,  and  that  of  a 
nation  which  cemewts  its  felicity  by  the  fair- 
est  i)rinciples  of  justice,  and  considers  not 
as  real  enemies  tho^e  who  took  no  share  ia 
the  delicious  combat  of  their  government. 
France  will  long  deplore  the  calamities  which 
the  v/ar  with  Spain  has  prepared  for  her  j 
and  cannot  recollect,  without  the  deepest 
sense  of  shame,  the  means  employed  to  carry 
it  on. — Husbandmen,  artizans,  orphans, 
aged  and  religious  persons,  ye  who  h;iv« 
been  reduced  to  indigence  and  misery  in 
consequence  of  your  fields  being  fired,  your 
houses  destroyed,  and  your  property,  which, 
however  small,  constituted  your  whole  for- 
tune and  all  your  comfort,  robbed  by  the 
French,  be  easy  ;  you  have  the  good  for- 
tune of  li\ing  in  Spain,  and  yours  is  th* 
glory  to  have  defended  the  capital  ofArragon, 
whereby  our  enemy  was  prevented  from  de- 
solating the  rest  of  this  beautiful  province: 
you  bore  up  with  resignation  under  your  suf- 
ferings, and  disreearded  your  private  interest 
in  order  to  promote  the  general  good.  I 
cannot  look  with  indifference  on  deeds  of 
heroism  like  ycurs,  nor  omit  any  opportuni- 
ty of  procuring  you  relief.  I  have  very  par- 
liculaily  charged  the  intendant  general  of 
the  kingdom,  D.  Lorenzo  Calbo,  as  soon  as 
the  most  pressing  occupation  of  the  present 
period  shall  permit  it,  to  relieve  your  wants 
by  every  means  in  his  power  ;  and  I  depend 
on  the  generous  feelings  of  all  Spaniards, 
and  on  the  liberal  sentiments  of  our  beloved 
king,  that  all  possible  exertion  will  be  made 
to  indemnify  you  for  your  sufferings  and 
losses. — Pal.afox. 

Mardfesto  of  the  Junta  of  Seville,  August 
3,  1808." 
The  defence  of  our  countrv,  and  of  our 
king,  that  of  our  laws,  our  religion,  and  of 
all  the  rights  of  man,  trodden  down  and 
violated,  in  a  manner  which  is  without  ex- 
ample, by  the  emperor  of  the  French, 
Napoleon  L  and  by  his  troops  in  Spain, 
compelled  the  whole  nation  to  take  up  arms, 
and  to  chuse  itself  a  form  of  government; 
and  in  the  difficulties  and  dangers  into  which 
the  French  had  plunged  it,  all,  or  nearly  all, 
the  provinces,  as  it  were  by  the  inspirauoii 
of  heaven,  and  in  a  manner  little  short  of 
miraculous,  created  supreme  juni:as,  deli- 
vered themselves  up  to  their  guidance,  and 
placed  in  their  hands  the  rights  and  the 
ultimate  fate  of  Spain.— The  effects  have 
hitherto  most  happily  corresponded  with  the 
designs  of  those  who  formed  them.  The 
provinces  have  armed  themselvesj  some 
have  formed  large  armies  of  veteran  troops, 
and  have  united  to   tiieiu   tjie   enlisted  pea- 
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■ants;  all,  or  nearly  all,  have  fonght  and 
are  fighting  against  the  FiODch  in  bfhaU"  of 
their  king,  Ferdinand  VH.  with  a  valour 
and  a  constancy,  oi"  which  neither  Greece, 
nor  Rome,  nor  any  other  nation  of  tiie 
world,  had  anv  idea.  Thr  French  are  lealiy 
ainazed  and  terrified,  and  the  hopes  ot  con- 
quering iheni  are  a-,  sure  as  liuinun  certainty 
can  reach. — Tiie  only  thing  which  can  im- 
pair or  frustrate  tlicnn,  is  discor-d,  and  the 
want  of  union  among  the  provinces  them- 
selves. Hence  the  sujMcme  junta  paid  its 
first  attention  to  leniovc  that  danger,  with 
which  view  it  printed  and  published  the 
otficial  paper,  cnliiled  frd'cc/tt/i')?;^,  which  it 
communicated  in  every  possible  manner  to 
all  the  provinces  of  Spain.  The  bringing 
this  plan  to  perfection,  and  carrying  it  into 
complete  execution,  is  now  more  than  ever 
necessary.  Our  enemies  are  anxious  to 
foment  our  divisions.  Human  passions, 
personal  interests  ill-understood,  the  igno- 
ranee,  the  weakness,  the  blindness  of  mi.n, 
may,  perhaps,  without  their  knowing  it, 
assist  the  evil  designs  of  our  enemies,  and 
thus  destroy  a  beginning  so  glorious,  and 
facilitate  and  consummate  the  entire  vuin  of 
Spain.  This  it  is  that  we  are  endeavouring 
to  guard  against,  urged  only  by  the  most 
sacred  motives,  by  our  honour,  by  our  loy- 
alty as  a  tfectionate  subjects,  by  our  duty  as 
Spaniards,  by  our  faith  as  Christians;  and 
here  we  protest  before  God  and  man,  whose 
aid  we  invoke  with  all  fervency,  that  we 
will  write  nothing  but  what  is  dictated  to  us 
by  the  love  of  our  country,  the  preservation 
of  our  king,  and  of  our  rights,  not  mingling 
with  it  any  thing  that  appears  to  partake  of 
passion,  of  interest,  or  of  any  other  person- 
al motive  ;  but  being  always  ready  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  the  other  provinces,  and  to 
amend  our  own  errors,  wherever  it  shall  be 
shewn  that  we  have  committed  any. — Be  it 
the  chief  care  to  avoid  every  thing  which  is 
not  absolutely  *necessary,  and  which  may 
bcrve  to  sow  the  seeds  of  disunion  in  the 
provinces,  and  to  excite  divisions  among 
them  ;  and  of  this  nature  we  esteem  all  con- 
versations about  the  royal  house,  and  of  the 
order  of  succession  in  different  families 
which  derive  a  right  from  it.  There  is  no 
person  so  ignorant  of  the  history  of  Soain, 
and  of  the  n)anner  in  which  the  liirone  has 
beenoCv-upied,  as  not  to  know  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  succession. 
It  is  also  kui)Wn  what  are  the  Ici^.islative  pro- 
ceedings upon  this  point  ;  what  the  manner 
in  which  eiultavouis  were  used  to  introduce 


an  alteration  into  them  ;  the  different  pre- 
texts for  this  alteration  ;  and,  lastly,  the 
final  settlement  which  was  made  bv  the 
cortes  of  IT^O,  ?ud  which  ought  in  future 
to  be  the  rule — But  are  we  in  a  situation  to 
talk  of  these  matters  ?  Long  live  our  kin^ 
and  indisputable  sovereign  Ferdinand  VIL 
and  long  live  his  ai«gust  brothers,  heirs  of 
the  crown,  after  his  attested  decease.  Why 
then  anticipate  those  enquiries  which  can  on- 
ly be  necessary  in  default  of  these  ?  This 
anticipation  may  produce,  by  the  diversity 
of  opinions  which  it  creates,  a  cruel  dis- 
union, which,  of  itself  alone,  will  utterly 
ruin  the  only  aim  and  object  which  Spain  at 
present  has  in  view,  and  (hat  is,  its  ow«  en- 
tire and  independent  preservation  for  its  so- 
vereign lord  and  kin'4,  Ferdinand  VIL  and 
his  undisputed  successors ;  and,  with  its 
king,  the  preservation  of  its  own  rights  and 
laws,  and  the  unity  of  the  holy  Roman  Ca- 
tholic apostolical  religion,  which  it  has  glo- 
riously professed  and  defended  for  so  many 
ages.  It  is  therefore,  both  absurd  and  dan- 
gerous to  dispute  about  the  succession  in  cases 
evidently  remote  ;  all  the  provinces  of  Spain 
onc^ht  to  confine  themselves  in  this  respect  to 
this  general  expression--"  Her edUa'^y  succes- 
sion according  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
monarchi)." — Not  so  is  it  with  the  second 
question  moved  by  the  various  juntas  of  the 
kingdom,  which  certainly  keeps  the  people 
in  a  state  of  di«quietuile  and  agitation,  is 
the  continual  object  of  public  conversation, 
and  may  produce  divisions  fatal  to  the  gene- 
rous design,  and  the  virtuous  obligation  into 
which  we  have  entered  of  defending  ourselves 
against  our  enemies,  and  of  presei'ving  our 
country,  our  king,  our  monarchy,  our  laws, 
and  our  religion.  This  second  question  is— 
is  there  a  necessity  for  creating  a  supremo 
government,  which  inay  unite  the  sove- 
reign authority  of  all  the  provinces,  till 
the   restitution    of    king    Ferdinand    to  his 

throne   ? This   supreme  junta   declares 

openly,  that  froin  the  beginning  to  the 
present  time  it  has  been  persuaded  that  such  a 
supreme  government  isaltogether  necessary, 
and  that  without  it  thecouiUry  is  in  danger, 
and  its  enemies  will  find  means  of  complet- 
ing its  ruin  ;  and  the  reasons  of  this  deter- 
mination and  declaration  are  so  evident,  and 
present  themselves  with  such  clearness  to 
the  eves  of  all,  that  they  cannot  fail  of  con- 
vincing all  wh')  have  the  least  notion  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  or  a  correct  insight  into  the  na- 
ture of  man,  the  passions  which  move  him, 
and  the  order  of  human  atVairs  in  all  age*. 
(To  he  tnntinued.) 


Piinted  by  Cox  and  Baylis,  Gresi  titueen  Street  ;  published  by  R.  f^a^shaw,  Bryds;es  Street,  Covent- 
Ganlcn,  wlierc  lormer  Numbers  may  be  liud :  sold  ak«  b>  J.  Budd,  Cfovvu  and  Mitre,  fall  Mall. 


COBBKTT'S    WEEKLY    POLITICAL    REGISTER. 


Vol.  XIV.  No.  1(5.]      LONDON,  SATURDAY,  OCTOBER   15,   l&OS.     [Pkicb  IOd. 
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rchuinj  to  tlie  hue  f.'onvcntioiis  i:i  I'orriiH,ul,  ihe  Armistice,  wliich  was  the  IjusIs  of  all  that  foliowci,  and 
which,  us  far  iis  it  was  (tepuited  fiom,  in  the  subsequent  net;','ci;uioiis,  was  lendered  less  injurious  ai:<l  dis- 
graceful ;  chis  /Vniiistice,  which  w.is,  on  our  parr,  ncgoclated  by  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  and  which  bore  hii 
signature;  this  Armistice  was  published,  was,  by  the  government,  conimumcated  to  tlie  petiplc  of  Ei'gland, 
in  the  French  laiii;uage  only,  while  all  the  otliei  documents  were,  in  the  very  same  Gazette  ExtraorJi;;aty, 
published  in  the  Knglish  language  only. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Convention     in     Portugal. The 

flict,  a  statement  of  whicli  I  have  placed  at 
the  head  of  this  present  Number  of  my 
work,  should  be  constantly  borne  in  mind 
by  every  man  in  this  disgraced  and  abused 
coantry.  It  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
donsersation  and  inquiry  ;  it  was  a  thing,  of 
which  the  ministers  mast  have  been  desirous 
to  give,  or  cause  to  be  given,  a  satisfactory 
explanation  ;  it  is  notorious,  that  a  whole 
month  lias  now  elapsed  williout  the  appear- 
ance of  even  any  attempt  at  such  expla- 
nation ;  and,  therefore,  the  public  are  jus- 
tified in  concluding,  that  their  intention, 
from  the  first,  was  to  do  all  in  their  pov/er 
to  screen  Wellesley,  let  what  would  become 
of  his  associat:es  in  the  never-to-be-forgotten 
transaction.  Whether  they  will  persevere 
in  this  their  evident  intention  we  shall 
soon  see ;  probably  I  ?hall  be  able  to  per- 
ceive it  even  before  this  article  be  linished  ; 
for,  the  hero  of  Oude  being  arrived,  his 
newspaper  will  not  be  long  in  making 
known  to  us  \vhat  we  have  to  expect  with 

respect  to   him. In   the  meanwhile,  let 

us  attend  to  some  points  which  have  escaped 

us. The  dispatch,  giving  an  account  of 

the  victories  in  Portugal,  were  dated  on  the 
22d  of  August  ;  the  bearer  of  that  dispaich 
could  not  have  come  away  before  that  day; 
on  that  very  day  the  armistice  was  negociated 
Rnd  concluded,  and  yet  the  bearer  of  the  dis- 
patch brought  no  account  of  the  aruiisticc. 
Was  not  this  something  very  singular  ?  Say, 
that  the  bearer  was  ready  to  coine  off  in  the 
morning,  and  that  the  armistice  was  not 
concluded  until  night.  But,  if  there  were 
no  vessel  ready  to  send  olF  with  another 
messenger  at  night,  why  was  not  the  bearer 
kept  until  night,  that  the  cojtsefiucnce  oi  the 
victory  as  well  as  the  victory  itself  might 
have  been  announced  to  us  at  the  sarne 
time?  What  injury  to  the  service  could 
possibly  have  arisen  from  the  delay  of  a 
few  hours  in  tlie  departure  of  this  messen- 
ger ?  Nay,  what  possible  inconveiiienca 
could  have   therefrom   arisen  ;     Sir  Artliur 


Wellesley  wotdd  not,  indeed,  have  eiij^'ved 
the  praises  of  this  gulled  nation  fbrtiie  spare 
of  a  week  ;  a  strong  and  unjust  public  per- 
suasion, fn  his  favour,  would  not  have  been 
excited  ;  but  that  is  all,  that  is  all  the  mis- 
chief that  could    possibly  have   arisen  from 

the  delay. Bat,  tvas   there  a   delay  ?     I 

doubt  it.  Did  not  the  bearer  of  the  dis- 
patch bear  also  the  account  of  the  armis- 
tice, in  substance  if  not  in  form  ?  It  is  my 
opinion  that  he  did.  Ships  do  not  move  o'\i 
at  a  moment's  warning,  like  post-chaises. 
The  armistice  must  have  been  concluded 
before  the  bearer  of  the  bragging  dispatch 
left  Portugal ;  and,  though  it  wonkl  have 
been  of  little  use,  perhaps,  to  send  forward 
the  document  in  due  form,  \Q'i\.\\iisul<;tance 
of  it  might  have  been  added  to  the  dispa'ch, 
and  it  is  not  credible  that  it  was  not  added. 
My  belief,  therefore,  is,  that  the  substance 
of  the  armistice  was  made  known  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  through  the  bearer  of  the  dis- 
patch 5  and  that  he,  not  being  bound  to 
communicate  that  substance  to  the  public, 
suffered  us  to  go  on,  for  as  long  g  titne  as 
possible,  applauding  the  conduct  of  Welles- 
ley.— —I  do  not  wish  to  strain  any  thing. 
I  have  no  other  motive;  1  can  have  no  other 
motive,  than  that  of  a  desire  to  see  impar- 
tial justice  done  ;  but,  this  appears  to  me 
to  be  thefact,  and, if  it  be  so,  the  public  ought 
to  bear  it  in  mind  ;  because  it  is  a  circum- 
stance strongly  corroborating  the  opinion, 
now  generally  p^revalent,  that  the  ministry, 
or  « /)flr/ of  them  at  least,  have  intended 
and,  probably,  do  inteiul,  to  screen  Welles- 
ley at  all  events. From    motives,  which 

will,  by-and-bye,  become  apparent  enough, 
the  friends  of  Wellesley  are  now  fjtiestion- 
ing  the  practicability  of  reducir-.g  JunoC 
within  any  reasonable  space  of  time  ;  and  a 
correspondent,  whose  letter  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  this  double  Number  of  the 
Register,  sets  himself  .seriously  to  work  to 
controvert  the  opinion  which  1  gave,  to 
wit,  that,  after  reading  We^'esley's  d'spatch, 
we  had  a  right  to  expect,  by  the  next 
arrival,    an    account   of    the  unconditi.-ual 
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before  less  than  nine  thousand  men.      After 
all,     hovever,     we   vetiKu    to    the     point  : 


fiuncnder  of  the  French^  Did  any  one 
imngiue,  that,  by  tlie  "  next  nrrival," 
I  me;mt,  or  cowld  mean,  the  very  next 
vessel  that  should  coiije  into  port,  from 
the  .shores  of  Portugal  ?  I  meant,  by  the 
next  bearer  of  dispaiche.s  from  our  army  ; 
the  next  bearer  of  any  intclligcoce  of  im- 
portance J  and,  J  anpeal  to  the  language  of 
the  press,  at  the  time  Wcllesley's  dispatch 
was  received,  for  a  proof  that  such  was    the 

expectation   generally  entertained. Rut, 

was  it  a  rea.^onaUe  e\pcctation  r  That  is 
the  question  ;  and  rt  is,  observe,  a  question 
which  lies  er.tirily  between  If'tl/esiei/  and 
the  puidic,  the  oiher  commanders    having 

had  no  hand  in  the   bragging   dispatch. 

My  coi  respondent  now    tells  me  bf  tirenlij 
or  more  than  twenty  thousand  men,  whom 
Junot  bad  under  his  command.      But,  Wel- 
lesley  told  us,  that,  with  Ao//"  his  force,  be- 
fore   he  was    joined   by    Br.rrard,    he  beat 
'•   //tr;i'/i'y/c  uf  the  French  force,  commanded 
*    bv'  ihi  Jjitc d' .'til  liiites  inptTiQii.''  I  should 
like  to  have  seen  him  when    he  penned  this 
last  quoted  sentence.     "  By  the   Due    d'A- 
"  brantes  i«  person  !  "     How  he  braced  up, 
J  dare  say,  and  repeated  the  words  to  him- 
jiL'lf,  with  an  air  of  pomposity    so  insepara- ■ 
ble  from  his  sect.    "  In   person!"  Why,  if 
iherel.adbecn  an  armyof  a  hundred lliousand 
ir.en,  commanded  by  empcroi'S,  the  language 
End  manner  could  not  have  been  more  pom- 
j'l'ius.     tSime   one    has   observed,    that    the 
giving  of  tjiis  title  to  Junnt  proceeded  solely 
tiom  the  vanity  of  Weliesley;  as  if  nothing 
fchort  of  a  Duke  were  worthy  of  the  honour 
of     measuring    swords  with   a  Wellcsley  ; 
find,  indeed,   it  seems   difficult    to  attribute 
to  any  other  motive,  this  cutting  and  flagrant 
insult  to  a  prince   and  a  people,    whom    we 
vent  out  to  rescue  from   insult    and  oppres- 
sion.—  To  return  from  this  digression  :     it 
ruatlers  little  what  were  the  numbers   of   Ju- 
not's  force  at  the  date    of    the'negocialinn  ; 
for,   wkclher  many  or  few,  "  the  whole"  oi 
\  \<  force  had  been  beaten   by    "  om:    holj" 
«»f  tlie  force  of  Wellcsley,    and   we   know, 
that  ihe  force  of  the  lat;er  became  double  in 
nuiiiher,  or  nearly  double,  previous    to   the 
Kigning  of  the  Convention,    it  is  a  f;'.ct  pretty 
g;injra:jy  known,   that  when    transioorts    are 
remanded,  f/c/y/Vc  lonuftge  is  cxj^ected.     Be- 
sides, the  number  is  now  swelled  out    with 
j.!i  sons (jf  persons,  persons,  who,  observe, 
ihur  tip   in    forts,  would   have  been  a  dead 
weight  upon  liim  ;    and  yet   my  correspon- 
f'l  lit  chor-sts    to  believe,  that  Junot  could 
■  Inve  brought  'wcnty    thousand  men  into  the 
fi>i!d,  though,   11  ^v;.s  positively   stated,  that 
he  retreated  witli  his  >•  hole  toicc  before  one 
i».i!f  t)f  Wtlleiley's    a: my  ;     that  is    to   say. 


be  his  force  what  it  might,  the  whole  of  it 
was  l)e.!"eM  by  about  one  third  of  the  fqrce 
that  wc  had  at  ttie  lime  of  mnking  the  Con- 
vention ;  the  whole  of  it  was  bealin  bwt' 
the  day  betcre  by  one  tliird  of  that  force, 
amougsl  w  horn  were  the  very  men  who  had 
beaten  him  ;  this  is  the  tact,  or.  .  .  .  V/elles- 
ley  told  this  nation,  this  credulous  and  abu- 
sed   nation,  a  shameful    lio. Well,   says 

this  new  defender  of  Welleslcy,  but  of 
wliat  avail  wov.id  have  been  a  superiority  of 
foi  L-e  ?  We  should  not  have;  made  Junot 
surrender  any  thing  the   sooi:er  on  accoui:t 

of  great  superiority  of    numbers. No  ? 

Why  then,  the  complete  power    of  cutting 
off  succours  and  of  preventing    the   chance 
of  .sallies  would,  iii  the  hands  of  our  generals, 
have  been  useless  ?      Besides,  what  are  this 
gentleman's  ideas  of  a  siege  ?     It  is,  f($r  (he 
most   part,  a  very    vulgar  alTair  ;    an   aliair 
much  more  resembling  ditching  and  draining 
than  any  thing  else  ;  and,  as  two  labouie:s 
will  do  twice   as  much  at  ditching    in  a  d;<y 
than  one  labourer  will  do,  so  thirty  thousaud 
men  will,  in  the  same  space,  do  twice  ar 
much  at  making  trenches,    approaciies,  and 
batteries,    as    fifteen    thousand  men.      We 
have,  moreover,  tlie  authority  of  that  great 
man.  Sir  Hew,  one  of  who'-e    motives   tor 
coming  to  terms  with  Junot  was,  that  there 
was  a    doubt,    whether    Sir  John    Moore's 
division  could  be  landed  at  the  time.     Novir, 
acceding  to  tlie  notion  of  my  correspondent, 
more  tnen  were  not  only  not  necessary,  btU 
absolutely    U'-eless   for   the  purpot,e   of  iwy 
operation  that  could,  at  the  time  alluded  to, 
be  in  ccntemplation. But    for  the    pur- 
pose of  stnririinij,  would    not  superiority  of 
numbers    have  been    an   advantage  ?       Or, 
has  not  this  mode   of   attack   yet  found    its 
way  into  the  practice  of  our  armies  ?    Why 
do  we  raise  all  these  men  ;  why  do  we   pay 
ten  thousand  officers  ;     why    havo   we  a  staff 
superior  in  numbers,  and  very    far  superior 
in  expence,  to  Buonaparte,  if  we  are  never 
to  hear  of  any  enterprize  of  this  sort  ?    The 
greater   part  of    the  forts  in  Portugal,     if 
my   information   be  correct,    were     things 
to   be   taken  by   storm,    with    the   loss   of 
perhaps  a  thousand  men    for    each   attack 
of    this  kind }     and,    it  will   require   very 
ample   and  very  credible  evidence   to  con- 
vince me,  that,  with  sij^ch  an  army,   with 
thirty    thou.-and.men,  so  able-bodied  and  so 
accustomed  to  labour,  with  such   a  train  of 
artillery,  and  with  the  whole  of  the  strength, 
lab(jur,  and  resources  of  the  country  at  our 
disposal,  not   to  mention  a  considerable  ar- 
my  of   Portuguese  actually  criibodied  ;    it 
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genlle,  that  ho  had  only  to   pl^y  the  \,\.\\\y. 


will  require  much  indeed  to  convince  me, 
that,  witli  such  means,  our  generals  might 
not,  in  the  course  of  one  U'fek,  have  carried 
a  mine  under  the  rampart  of  Junot's  strong- 
est fortress.  There  would  have  been  no  re- 
gular investiture  necessary  ;  no  line  of  cir- 
cumvallation  ;  none  of  the  precautions  usual- 
\y  adopted  in  cases  of  regular  siege  ;  because 
sallies  and  succours  were  out  of  the  que.ition. 
Did  ever  man  conceive,  that,  under  such 
circumsiances,  a  breach  could  not  be  made 
in  six  days  ?  Never;  and,  when  my  cor- 
respondent reminds  me  ol  Saragossa  and 
other  open  towns,  which  have  exhibited  to 
the  world  instances  of  long  and  successful 
resistance,  my  answer  is,  that  it  has  not 
been  owing  to  the  strength  of  iha  place,  but 
to  the  strength  and  courage  of  the  defenders. 
Let  him  sliew  me  an  instance,  wherein  the 
assailant  had,  v>'ith  a  third  of  his  force, 
httaten  the  assailed  but  the  day  before,  and 
had  all  the  co<uitry  around  for  friends,  while 
iiis  enemy  had  nothing  but  enemies  within 
and  without ;  let  him  shew  me  an  instance 
like  this,  wherein  a  successfal,  or  a  long, 
defence  has  been  maintained,  and  I  will  say, 
that  he  has  advanced  something  worth  listen- 
ing to  3   but,  for  an  instance  of  this  sort  he 

will  search  history  in  vain, As  if  for  the 

purpose  of  furnishing  us  with  a  striking  in- 
stance of  the  miserable  shitis,  to  which  the 
partizans  of  Sir  Arthur  Weliesley  are  driven 
(for  he  must,  at  last,  stand  responsible  for 
the  Convention),  this  writer  reminds  me, 
that  tha  people  of  Lisbon,  the  dear  good 
folks  of  Lisbon,  were  at  the  mercy  of  Junot; 
and,  that  it  was  our  duty  to  prevent  him, 
by  any  means  whatever,  from  committing 
any  cruelties  upon  them,  v.'uieh  cruellies  he 
might  have  committed,  if  we  had  refused 
him  such  tarms  as  he  demanded.  It  is  pity 
that  this  argument  has  been  so  long  delayed; 
for  it  would  have  applied  equally  well  agpinst 
sending  the  expedition  to  Portugal,  where 
it  has,  at  an  enormous  expence,  purchased 
lis  deep  disgrace,  and  done  infinite  injustice 
and  injury  to  our  allies  of  Portugal,  Spain, 
and  Sweden.  Indeed,  it  would  apply  against 
every  attempt  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  any 
town  or  place.  It  is  a  sweeping  argument ; 
the  universal  argument  of  the  coward  :  "  I 
"  would  attack  you,  but  I  am  afraid  of  the 
"  consequences."  V/hat !  did  not  Junot 
well  know,  that,  at  last,  he  must  become 
really  responsible  for  all  the  cruelties  he  com- 
mitted upon  the  people  of  Lisbon?  Did  he 
not  know,  that  we  had  cords  to  hang  with 
and  muskets  to  shoot  with  ?  Or,  was  he  ap- 
prized, by  any  means,  that  we  were  so  gen- 
tle a  people,  or  had  committed  our  armies 
to  the  care  and  comoiaivl  of  generals  so 


the  ri;bber,  and  the  murc'.erer,    and  had  no- 
thing lo  apprehend  in  the  way  of  retahation  ? 
Judgi%  reader,  of  the  badness  of  a  cause,  io 
support  of  winch  such  an    argument  is   re- 
sorted  lo. But,   as  the  reader  w'll  per- 
ceive, we  are  now,  it  seems,  to  answer  those 
who  defend  the  Convention,  not  those  wlio 
execrate  the    Convention  and  defend  Wel- 
le.-^ley.     Pieader,   we  have  heard  the  defen- 
ders of  Wellesley  assert,  in   the  most  posi- 
tive manner,  that   he   protested  against  the 
Convention,  and  against  any  compromise  at 
all  with  the  French  ;  that  he  hnd  nothing  to 
do  with  negociating  the  armistice  which  hft 
signed  ;   that    the   French   general  wrote  it 
out  with  hia  own  hand;  that  DaUymple,  at 
Kelterman's  reqsiest,  commanded  Welleslejr 
to  put  his  signature  to  it;    and,   that,  after 
very  earne'>r  remonstrances,  he  finally  yield- 
ed   obedience    to    the    hateful    command. 
Those  defenders  have  plyed  us  with  disser- 
tations upon  military  disciplise;  .they  have 
told  us,  thatab.solute  power  in  the  chief  and 
implicit  obedience  in   his  inferiois  are  the 
soul  of  an  army  ;  and,  calling  in  the  terri- 
ble to  the  aid   of  the  persuasive,  they  have 
reminded  us,  that  if  poor  Sir  Arthur  h.id 
disobeyed   the  mighty  Sir   Hew,  the  latter 
might  have  run    him    through   the    body  ! 
Did  tliey  not  assert  and  reason  thus  '     Nay, 
the  gaudy,  chariot-lounging,  the  painted  and 
piano-playing    strumpets  about  town,  who, 
as  part  of  their  regular  calling,  deal   in    the 
pathetic   as  well  as   in  lies,    trumped   up  a 
story  of  Sir  Arthur's  going  upon    his   knees 
to  prevail  upon  Sir  Hew  not  to  bring   such 
a  disgrace  upon  his  country.     Did   not  hi» 
defenders  say,   that  he  was  to  be  considered, 
as  to   the  Armistice,  as  no  more  responsi- 
ble  than   the    clerk   of    an  attorney   or  a 
banker,  who   signs  a  document  or  draft  in 
the  name  of    his   master  ?     Did   they  not; 
throw  all  the  blame,  all  the   responsibility, 
upon  Sir  Hew,  whose  fame  they  blasted, 
and  whose  carcase  thev  threw  down  before 
us,    to  be  trampled  and   spit  upon  ?      Did 
they  not,  in  support  of  their  great  assertioa 
respecting  the  Protest,  first  publish  andtheu 
quote,  as  from  vouchers  of  undoubted  au- 
thenticity,   num.erous   extracts  of  "  letters 
from   the  army,''   the   whole   of  which  ex- 
tracts spoke  of  the  famous  Protest,  blamed 
Sir  Hew  and  Rurrard,  but  were  particularly 
strong  and  clear  as  to  the   Pretest  ?    Every 
sycophant  in  London  had  this  Protest  upon 
his  lips.     Protesr,  Protest,  "  ihn  gallant  Sir 
"  Arthur's   Protest,"    the  "  Conqueror  of 
"  Vi.neira's  Protest  !"     This   was  the    cry 
through  the  regions  of  Vv'hitehall,  and   was 
I  faithfully  echoed  by  the  punks  of  ihe  square*. 
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Well,   then,    now  he  is  come  ;  not  re- 

calid,  but  come.  He  is  coiiie  home  to  tell 
hii?  own  stoiy.  We,  belore,  called  upon 
his  defenders  to  prodi.ce  ns  his  Protest  ;  but 
we  now  call  upon  iiiniseU".  Now,  then, 
Mr.  "  con^.'/tTor  otVimcira  j"  now,  then, 
"  gallant  Sir  Arlluir  ;"  now,  then,  you 
whose  friends  hnvc  liHzaided  political  infa- 
my for  your  sake  ;  now,  then,  produce  this 
Protest  to  us  J  and,  if  you  cannot,  tell  us, 
whose  labour,  whose  sweat  and  pain  and 
misery  hnve  supported  the  vast  expence  ot 
the  expedition  ;  tell  us  irhy  you  signed  the 
armistice  of  the  2'id  of  August,  after  having 
beaten  with  "  half"  your  force,  "  the 
"  tvhole  of  the  French  force,  commanded 
"  by  the  Due  D'Abrantes  in  person." 
Come,  Sir,  none  of  your  haughty  Eastei^ 
airs.  None  of  your  disdainful  silence.  That 
will  not  serve  your  turn.  Your  friends  have 
asserted,  that  you  made  a  iWotfft.  Where 
js  it  ?  Shew  it  us.  Toll  us  of  what  it  con- 
sisted ;  or  acknowledge  that  those  friends, 
in  wittingly  asserting  what  v/as  lalse,  with 
a  view  of  saving  your  reputation  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  your  associates,  have  proved  them- 
selves to  be  the  very  greatest  scoundrels  that 
ever  infested  the  earth,  and  that  they  merit 
the  gallows  and  the  gibbet  more  than  any 
malefactor,  whoso  name  and  deeds  stand  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  Kewgate.  "  Letters 
"  from  persons  ot  high  honour  in  the  army !" 
Vile  miscreants  !  1  o  go  thus  coolly  and  de- 
liberately to  work  in  the  batching,  the  com- 
pleting, and  the  publishing  of  a  set  ©f  cor- 
responding lies  !  It  is  impossible  to  proceed. 
No  words   can  do  justice  to  conduct  like 

this. The  reader  will  perceive,  thflt  the 

same  set  of  \\\)rse  than  felonious  villains  arc 
now  at  work  upon  "  further  letters  from  the 
"  army  and  navy."  The //?o;oMs  not  now 
spoken  of.  The  tone  is  softened.  No  great 
lilamc  upon   ;iny   body,     except   the   jianr 

Portuguese.     Take  a  specim<<n. "  Ex- 

"  tract  of  a  ictter  from  an  ollker  of  distinction 
"  on  board  one  of  his  majesty's  siiips,  jui-t 
"  arrived  from  Lisbon. — Yesterday  1  got 
"  some  papers,  in  which  I  perceive  Sir  A. 
*'  Wellesley's  conduct  in  the  suspension  of 
"  arms,  is  most  unjustly  confounded  with 
"  the  final  treaty.  The  first,  he  signed  at 
"  the  immediat>;  desire  of  Sir  lL:iv  Dal- 
"  rymple;  but  with  the  latterhe  hadnoibing 
♦'  to  do  at  all.  The  whole  wa3  conbanj  to 
*'  his  opinion.  I'he  motives  f)y  which  he 
"  has  been  influenced,  are  highly  Jionour- 
"  nlle  to  his  feelings.  In  short,  your  news- 
"  papers  are  all  ill-injhrrned  ot  the  state  of 
"  affairs  at  the  time;  and  I  behove  most 
"  persons  will  be>  astonished  when  tln\v 
"  kfiow  that  the  Frcncli  embarkation,  nttcr 
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-"  all  their  losses,  amounted  to  25,000  men. 
"  And  you  may  depf;nd  upon  it,  the  For- 
"  tiiguese  army  availed  ours  nothing  ;  and 
•'  there  never  teas  a  symptom  oj  revidt 
"  in  I'avour  of  us.  I  mean  not  to  defend 
"  the  treaty-^it  is  a  disgracelul  and  ;;n  in- 
"  famous  one  ;  but  as  the  principal  object 
"  was  obtained,  there  need  not  have  been 
"  the  outcry  which  appears  to  have  been 
"  niade  in  the  country.  As  to  the  Russian 
"  fleet,  that  is  in  our  possession.  1  think, 
"  if  Sir  C.  Cotton  had  riot  orders  from 
"  home,  he  has  done  wrong  ;  but  if  our 
"  generous  conduct  is  the  means  of  for- 
"  warding  our  negociations  for  a  peace  with 
"  Russia,    it  will  be  hereafter  considered  as 

"  a  goo<l  act." 1  beg  the  reader  to  look 

up(;n  this  as  a  sham  letter  ;  but,  what  a 
pretty  fellow  this  officer  of  "  distinction" 
must  be,  if  the  letter  be  real.  You  see^ 
the  fellow,  who  has  been  base  enough  to 
palm  this  letter  upon  the  public,  dares  not 
7ia?ne  cither  the  writer,  or  the  ship  that  he  is 
on  board  of.  All  that  is  here  said  about  fine 
feelings,  an  ill-informed  press,  snd  the  policy 
of  notfghling  is,  to  be  sure,  but  too  ciia- 
racteristic  of  but  too  many  "  officers  of 
"  distinction  -f  yet  not  of  the  navy.  The 
slander  upon  the  Portuguese,  however,  is 
worthy  of  marked  reprobation.  It  was 
exactly  thus,  that  the  Pittite  crew  uniformly 
treated  the  French  royalists.  They  first 
inveigled  them  into  a  stats  of  dependance  ; 
and  then  they  belied  and  betrayed  them. 
l>)es  the  man,  who  has  published  this  pre- 
tended letter  "  from  an  officer  of  distinc- 
tion" in  tiie  navy,  think  that  such  statements 
will  not  be  resented  by  the  Portuguese?  But, 
\\\\;\i  cares  he  ?  He  has  his  pay  for  the  use 
of  his  dirty  columns,  and  that  is  all  he  wants. 

Well,  but  what  are  we  doing  ?     What, 

part  are  we  a,ciing  ?  Wc,  the  people  of  this 
line  "  free  country,"  who  live  under  a 
constitnlic:!)  lliat  \s,  as  Pitt  used  to  say,  at 
the  end  of  his  speeches,  "  the  greatest 
"  blessing  that  a  benign  Protidcrnce  ever 
'•  bestowed  upon  man."  L'^pon  himself, 
I  suppose,  he  meant.  But,  what  are  we, 
free  fellows  as  we  are  ;  what  are  we  doing  ? 
We  have  been  talking  for  a  long  while  ;  we 
have  been  fretting  and  fuming  and  scolding 
and  crying  like  women,  or  rather  like  Ita- 
li.'Ui  men,  like  Jews  and  Genoese,  who, 
when  tliev  .iie  kicked  and  cuft'ed,  scold  and 
rr.n  and  rnu  and  scold.  Htre  it  will  end, 
Vini\  that  our  masters  well  know,  llierehaa 
been  a  little  siir.  owing  to  Mr,  W.mthman, 
in  the  city  .-  f  Lundoti  ;  hot,  we  shall  not 
iio-j.'  .see  thecvampic  followed,  as  it  was,  the 
other  day,  when  the  object  was  \o praise  the 
conduct  of  thoje  in  power.     Then  we  ba4 
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Old  Rose  galloping  down  into  Hampshire, 
calling  meetings,  and  assembling  his  syco- 
plianls  iVoiii  far  and  near.  Now  lliey  are  as 
still  as  mice.  Over  a  bottle,  the  servants 
being  gone  and  the  d<Jors  shut,  they  look 
wise,  shake:  iheir  heads,  assume  a  blull' 
countenance,  and  begin  to  talk  big;  but, 
the  reptiles  dare  not  stir  an  inch.  One  wants 
a  sinecure,  another  a  pension,  another  a 
place  for  his  son,  another  a  contract,  another 
a  living,,  another  a  ribbon  or  a  star.  They 
dare  not  stir.  They  are  the  basest  slaves  that 
ever  disgraced  the  earth.  I^et  ihem  be  told, 
that  the  ministry  wish  them  to  address,  or 
petition,  against  the  Conventions  in  Por- 
tugal, and  you  will  see  fliem  pouring  f.>rth 
in  hundreds,  as  hold  as  heroes,  lookmg  as 
big  and  talking  ae  boUi  as  if  every  individual 
of  them  felt  hmistlf  strong  enough  to  overset 
a  churuh  s'.eeple.  Oh,  the  base  wretches  ! 
Well,  they  suffer  for  it.  They  are  prelty 
decently  peculated  upon,  and  their  continued 
anxi'.iy,  their  c>nistant  fear  of  displeasi'-.g, 
their  \  erpetual  Jependance,  is  a  so\t  of  hell 
upon  e.nth.  Yet,  now,  you  shall  hear  these 
iniser.ible  slaves  talk  about  freedom,  about 
the  birthright  of  Britons,  and  nbout  our 
glorious  constitution,  in  as  good  terms  as 
you  could  wish  to  hear.  This  is  a  part  of 
their  punishment.  They  are  compelled  to 
belie  tlieir  hearts.  They  are  slaves,  and 
compelled  to  assume  occasionally  the  appear- 
ance of  being  free. This  does  not  ajjply 

to  Hampshire  alone.  It  is,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  applicable  to  the  whole  king- 
dom. 'Ihere  is,  it  appears,  to  be  a  meet- 
ing in  Essex,  and,  if  it  produce  a  gooil, 
piaiio,  manly  complaint,  unaccompanied  with 
nauseous  con^raon-place  flattery  of  the  king 
and  his  family,  which  would  be  not  less 
dishonourable  iu  him  to  receive  than  in 
the  ccunty  of  Essex  to  offer,  it  will  be  a  fit 
subject  for  cornme  idation  ;  but,  it  will  nor, 
I  am  afraid,  meet  with  much  imitation. 
The  same  influence  that  sent  ^^^ell^  sley  and 
his  comrade  Convention-makers  to  Pouugai; 
that  influence  which  has  done  so  much  upon 
other  occasions,  will  not  fail  to  be  exerted 
now.  Indeed,  it  exerts  itself.  It  is  sown 
all  over  the  country,  as  regularly  as  corn  is 
sown  in  a  field.  Seventy  millions  a  year 
are,  in  one  way  aiul  another,  spent  by  the 
government.  The  government  employs  and 
])ays  all,  and  it  receifes  all.  There  is  a 
chain  of  dependance  running  through  the 
whole  natiun,  which,  though  not  everywhere 
seen,  is  everywhere  felt  There  is  not 
one  man  in  one  thoiisand  who  does  not  feel 
the  weight  ot  this  chain.  Army,  navy, 
church,  the  law,  sinecures,  pensions,  tax 
.offices^  war  and  navy  ofticeSj,    Whitehall, 
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India-house,   Bank,  contract,  job,  &-'c.   &:c. 
Who    is  th(;re,   who  is  not  himself,  or  who 
bal  not  a  son,  a  brother,    or  some   relation 
or  otlier,  employed  and  paid  by,  dependent 
for  bread  upon,  the   minister  of  the  day  ? 
I'hose  means  I)y  which  men  formerly  main- 
tained'their    sons    and   relations,      and   by 
which  a  country   gentry    were  supported  in 
a  slate  ol    independence,    are  now    drawn 
av/ay  in  taxes  ;'  ind,  in  order  to  find  a  miin- 
tenanre,  tho-e  sons  and  relations  must  now 
go  and  serve  the  ministry,  in  some  capacity 
or  otiier  j   must  go  and  crouch  to  them,  and 
receive    from  ihem,   in   the    shape   of  pen- 
sion   or   of  hire,    a   share  of  that  ii:come, 
wiiich  has  t)een  drawn,  in  taxes,  from  their 
parents,  or  other  na:ural  supporters.      This 
is  the  slate  in  which  we  are.       There  needs 
no  trouble,    on   the  part  of    the  ministry, 
upon  ah  occasion    like  the    present.     I'hey 
know  well,  that   the    country  cannot   stir  ; 
j  because  they  know  that,  gener.dly  speaking, 
he  who  stirs  must,     if  they    please,   starve. 
Hence  it  is,  that  our  anger  seems  always  to 
evaporate  in  noise  ;   that,     like   a  mob,  we 
hollow  and  bawl  and  threaten  ulwn    no   one 
can   distbiguisk   one  of  us  J'rom    llie  otiitr, 
and  that,  the  moment  we  are  put  individu- 
ally to  the  teBt,  we,  by  ccndiTCt,  if  not  by- 
words, deny  having  had   any  share  in   the 
clamour.     And,  does  it  become  us  to   scofF 
at  the  slavery  of  other  nations  ?     We    arc 
exceedingly  bokl  in  reproaching  the  French 
v^iththeirabject  submission  ;  but,  let  me  put 
this  <]Mes'ion  to  you,   reader  :  Wh;)t  do  you 
think  the   French  government    would  have 
done,  had  its  generals  made  such  a  conven- 
tion as  ours  have  made  ?    Pause  a  Tittle,  and 
then  answer  that  question.     Well,  now  for 
another.     Suppose,  that  the  French  govern- 
ment had  not  discovered  any  atiger   at  such 
conduct  in  its  generals,  but  seemed,  as  far 
as  the  people  c<nild  judge,  to  be  resolved  to 
screen  them  ;   what  do  30U think  the  French 
people    woukP  have    done    in    that   case  ? 
"   Held  their  tongues,"  say  yon.      So  they 
would,  and  so  shall   we.      That   is    to  say, 
ihev  wouki  have  gabbled  about  the  disgrace 
in  their  coliee-!)ou>es  ami  at  theirtables,  but 
would  have  said  not  a  word  to  their  goverfl-j 
njent ;  and  what  have  we  done  niore  r  And, 
if  our  conduct   be,   m   cti'ect,  the  same  as 
theirs,  under  similar  circumstances,  would 
have  been,  of  what  consequence  is  it,  what 
diflerence   is   it  as  a   question  of  freedom, 
whether  men  be  kept  in  awe  by  the  terrors 
of  the  naked  sword,  or    by    the   terrors  of 
starvation  ?     Of  all  the  proofs  of  a  state  (/f 
slavery,  none  is  so  complete  as  that    of    not 
daring  to  complain    ivluii  one    is  aggrieved. 
'ihe  French,   we  say,    dare  not  complaiii. 
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an;l  l!i'-  efore  v.-e  cill   t!:eni   slr.ves.     WcUj 

then,    if  M'e  ilo   not    now  inal-.e  our  coji- 

plciints,  we  are  in  ihU  dilemma  :  eiilerwe 

daiu  not  co:nplrr,n,  or  we  d:ive  :   if  the  for- 

m.er  we   arc   slnves  ;   if  the  lata^r,  we  are  j 

the  ba.sest  of  bypociites.     Wh(^  will  bcli'eve 

ill  the  rcl'ttij  of  our  sorrow  ?.nd  itidignniinn 

at  the  inventions  in  Portugil  ?■  What  Por- 

tngnese  or  Spaniard  or  Swede  will  be  fool 

enough  logivV  credit  to  nny  of    our  noisy 

profes.sions  of  regard  for  the  interests  of  our  i   to  have  the  latter.   It  is  preteiid<.'d,  tliaiFrrdi 

allies  r     No  one.     Not  a  man   of  the  three   j   nand's  right  to  thothroneis  founded  upon  th 


opei.jy  rerognivid  by  a  eolemn  art  of  the 
government  of  England.  Ferdinand  and 
Charles  arc  both  al.ve  ;  they  are  both  out 
of  Si)ain  ;  they  are-  boih  in  France  ;  both 
have  abdica'.ed  t!ie  throne  in  favour  of  the 
Ruonnparle  dvnasty.  Now,  why  do  we 
prefer  Ferdinand  to  Charh  s  ?  Why  simply 
fur  this  reason,  because  the  pi'ople,  or  sume 
of  thtin,  say  that  they  wish  ro  have  the 
former, while  noi;e  of  tht-m  sav  tliat  thev  wish 


ntiiior..?.      We  mu-t    do    somethings     or,   ; 
whatever  we  may  think  of  ourselves,  they  ] 
v.'tH  look  upon  us  as   a  people  pretty    lairly   ■ 
repre-:ented  by   the  convention-making  ge-  j 
ner.ils.     To  this  we  may  inake  up  our  minds,   1 
Tlie  world  will  hear  none   of    our  excrscs.   | 
They  will  not  be  able   to   hear   the  piteous    j 
stories  of  those  who  have  places  and  pen-   | 
sions  and  conimcts  and  jobs,  who  have  .sons    j 
to  push  forward,    who  have   manifold   de- 
pendents for  whom  to  provide.     Of  all  these 
the  world    will   hear   nothing.     The   world    I 
knows  that  we  have  made   a  great,  a  loud,    | 
a  furious  clamour  ng:iinst   the  Conventions   j 
in  Portugal  ;   that  world  has  been  told  that 
we  are  a  people  perfectly  free  ;  and,  if  we  ! 
do  not  art  as  well  as  make  a  mrl-i-like  noise,   \ 
tlie   world    will  have   the    good  sense  and 
the  justice  to  regard  us  05  .s/f/ff.?,  or  as  hy- 
pocrites.  it    is   said,    that    Sir   Hew    is 

arrived.  It  was  time;  for,  in  my  opinion, 
his  Proclnmatinn  is  even  worse  thtin  the  Con- 
ventions, What  !  takeupon  us  to  rule  the  coun- 
try and  punish  the  people,  unless  they  sub- 
mit to  men  set  overthem  by  us  !  Bur,  I  have 
not  time  to  go  into  this  sub'ect  at  present. 

Spain. SVe  have,  then,  at    last,  sent 

an  t'??i'07/ to  Spain.  '  In  the  first  place,  we 
have  sent  the  very  man,  Mr.  John  Hi=>oklu;m 
Frere,  who  was  there  when  the  last  quarrel 
with  Spain  tocok  place,  and  when  we  attack- 
ed and  siezcd  their  richly-laden  ships,,  before 

a  declaration  of  war  had  been  made. In 

the  next  place,  to  u'hnm  do  we  send  him  ? 
Why,  theGrz-'tteiellsu-;,  that  "  the  king  has 


abdication  which  Charles  made  inhistivour; 
but,  Charle-i,  the  moment  he  was  out  of  the 
hands  of  Ferdinand  and    his  partizans,  pro- 
tusli'd  againjit  that  abdication,  and  declared 
thaL  it    was    extorted    from    him  with    the 
knife  at  liis  throat.      Upon  that    abdication, 
therefore,  we  can  build  no  right  for    Ferdi- 
nand, without,  by  the  same  at  t,  destroying 
ihe   superstructure;  for,    if  Ferdinandj  by 
the   abdication    of  Charles  in    his    f'vour, 
becan:e  rightful  sovereign  of  Sjjain,  Joseph 
Buonaparte  became   the   rightful    sovereign 
of  Spain  in  virtue  of  the   abdication  of  Fer- 
dinand.    Both  abdications  1  believe  to  have 
been  exported  ;   but,  while  we   have  a  pro- 
test    of  the  abdicating     party    against  the 
former,  we   have   none  against   the  latter. 
Were  he  at  liberty,  we   should,  I  dare  say, 
have  it ;  but,  we  are  not  quite  sure  of  that, 
j   wdnle  we  are  in  aciu.il  possession   of  the  pro- 
j   test  of  poor  Old  Ch:nles.     It  is  clear,  there- 
I   fore,     that,    in  point    of    herediinry   right, 
'   Ch.arles  is  king  of  S|iain  ;     and  tlat,  in  ac- 
knowledging the  Intier  lo  be  king,  we  have 
acknouledgtd  a  right  in  the  people  of  '-'pain 

to  cashier    their    kings. But,    the   most 

interesting  point  is  this  :  why  do  we  choose 
to  send  an  envoy  to  any  king  of  Spain  ? 
From  the  first  I  have  feared,  I  have  expres- 
sed my  fears,  that  the  contest,  as  far  as  we 
were  concerned,  would  be  another  contest 
for  Q  king  ;  and,  who  can  say  how  far  the 
leading  men  in  Spain  may,  by  our  interfe- 
rence, have  been  induced  to  make  it  a  war 
for  a  choice  of  kings,  instead  of  a  war  of 
freedom  against    despotism  ?     It   was  not. 


"  been  plea.sed  lo  no«iinate  and  appoint  th      ,  ^  . 

"  ri'zht  hon.  John  liookham  Frere  to  be  ins   '   observe,  until  after  our  ogenis  went  to  Spain, 


**  mn')e?ty's  cnvoyextraordinaryandminiiter 
"  plenipotentiary  lo  his  catholic  majesty  Fer- 
"  diunnd  the  Fllfh.  and  has  been  pleased  to 
*•  dn-ect  him  to  reside  in  that  character  at  the 
'•  scat  of  the  central  and  supreme  Junta  in 
"  Spwin."  So.  We.do  acknowledge,  then, — 
that  a  man  may  be  legally  unkinged,  and 
tliat  anctbm'  may  be  put  up  in  his  stead  r 
Thus  is  the  doctrine  of  cashiering  ki.^gs, 
which  gave  so  much  offence,  some  years 
ago  ;  and  the  promulgation  of  which  caused 
lio  many  persons  lo  be  i>uuishetl  in  England, 


that  there  was  much  talk  about  Ferdinand. 
Until  then  a  rejoim  of  ahures  was  the  main 
object  which  the  people  appeared  to  have  in 
view  ;  and  the  public  wdl  recollect,  that 
they  spokeof  their  "  late  infamous  govern^ 
went,"    uncoupled     with     any     exceptions 

wh.Ttever. It   must     be    acknowledged, 

th.U  an  Englisli  minister  is  to  consider,  how, 
in  this  war,  the  exertions  of  England  are  to 
be  made  most  elfectually  to  contribute  tot 
wards  the  permanent  safety  and  greatness  of 
Englandj  provided  no  wrong  be  done  to  anj^ 
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ally.  If,  therefore,  it  nijpearea,  ihat  to 
make  Will"  for  FcTtiinand  was  ihe  ttiost  likely 
way  of  surceeditig  in  this  object,  it  was 
right  to  mrike  war  tor  hiiii.  But,  I  do  not 
think,  that  this  did  appenr  'I'o  me  it  has 
always  apj)erirecl,  that,  for  Spain  to  frustrate 
the  views  of  Napoleon,  to  baffle  and  to  nior- 
tjfy  and  to  humble  hin),  and  lo  give  an  en^ 
c«uraging example  to  the  rest  of  Enrope, 
the  war  should  have  be-na  war  of  freedom 
against  despotism.  Between  Joseph  and 
Ferdinand  many  people  will  see  but  little 
ditference ;  and  many  more  will  ask,  what 
government  could  have  been  worse  than 
that  which   the    Spaniards  themselves  have 

declared     to    have    been   infamous  ? It 

seems  tQ  me,  therefore,  that  the  English 
ministry  ought  to  have  wished  that  the 
names  of  Ferdinand  and    Charles  should  be 

totally  left  out  of  the  contest. -It  is  not  to 

be  believed,  that  the  people  will  tight  and 
endure  for  the  sake  of  either  of  their  kings. 
They  must  perceive,  that  the  result  of  the 
contest  is  of  comparatively  litile  importance 
to  them;  and,  the  moment  they  do  so  view 
the  thing,  there  is  an  end  to  iheir  exertions. 
But,  so  think  not  Lloyds'  and  White- 
hall. They  are  for  a  war  for  a  king.  Good 
luck  to  t!)em  ;  but,  they  will  be. 
kind  enoagh  to  excuse  me,  if  I  feel 
a  little  less  anxious  fcr  the  fate  of  the  man, 
who  surrendered  the  sword  of  Francis  I.  to 
"  His  Serene  Flighness,  the  Grand  Dake 
"  of  Berg,  "  than  I  felt  for  the  fate  of  so 
many  millions  of  men,  who  appeare-tl  to  me 
to  be  fighting  for  that  freedonD,  which  a  set 
of  degenerate  despots  had    so  long  withheld 

from  them.' There    has   appeared,    and 

will  be  inserted  below  if  I  have  room,  a 
paper,  entitled  an  Exposition  of  Facts, 
(relating  to  the  usurpation  of  the  crown  of 
Spain  by  Napoleon)  from  (he  pen  of  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos,  who,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, has  been  most  advantageously  situa- 
ted for  tlie  purpose,  having  been  Secretary 
of  Slate  for  foreign  affairs,  to  the  three 
kings,  Charles,  Ferdinand,  and  Joseph,' 
and  who  is  now  in  high  favour,  it  would 
seem,  with  the  Junta  and  with  our  people. 
Mr  Pedro  tells  a  tough  stor}^  Much  too 
tough  to  be  examined  in  the  time  that  I 
have,  at  present,  to  spare  for  the  purpose ; 
kut,  I  must  say,  even  now,  that  there  wants 
a  good -deal  to  convince  me,  that  it  is  that 
*'  true  and  artless  tale,  "  that  the  London 
newspaper  editors  appear  to  think  it.  ''  A 
"  man  cannot  serve  two  masters,  "  says  the 
Gospel  ;  bat,  Don  Pedro  has  served  thrfe. 
Botiier  me  not,  ye  whining  calumniators, 
with  j'our  iusiuuaiious  that  I  dislike  this  man 


Spain.  [■"l'^ 

because  he  has  exposed  Buon;?p2rte  ;  insii.  - 
ate  or  sny  or  swear  what  you  will,  you  shai'' 
never  make  me  affect  to  believe  what  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  incredible,  merely  because 
it  comes  from  a  man  who  attacks  Boor..-!- 
1   parte.     Falsehood  is  falsehood,  if  ^];oken  of 

Ihe  devil  himself Don    Pedro   lOt    on.ly 

served  three  masters,  ivii  was  confided  in  by 
all  the  three.  He  gives  us  an  accoont  of 
some  conversations  between  him  and  Napo- 
leon, and  the  Courier  (I  believe  it  is)  ob- 
serves, that  we  cannot  iiave  a  better  proof 
of  his  integrity,  than  the  fact,  tiiat  NajKJ- 
leon  reproached  hira  for  having  too  much 
of  that  quality.  May  be  so  ;  but,  we 
really  are,  as  yet,  destitute  of  any  proof  of 
that  fact ;  unless  we  take  Mr.  Cevallos's 
assertions  for  proofs,  as  the  country  folks  in 
the  House  used  to  do  with  those  of  Pitt, 
Of  one  fact,  however,  we  are  quite  certain, 
and  thai  is,  that  Mr.  Cevallos  was  chosen 
by  this  same  Napoleon  to  be  a  confideniial 
servant  of  king  Joseph  ;  and,  I  ask  tlie  reader, 
whether  he  believes,  that  this  choice  v/onid 
have  been  made,  if  Napoleon  had  found 
the  person  chosen  to  be  so  firmly  attached  to 
his  honour  and    to    the   welfare  of  Spain  ? 

■ Mr.  Cevallos  will  have  very    much    to 

answer  me  ;  but,  for  the  present  I  shall 
content  myself  with  a  question  or  two.  1st. 
V/as  he  carried  ly  force  to  Bayonne  ?  2d. 
If  he  was  not,  how  cama  he  to  repair  thi- 
ther at  the  request  of  Napoleon,  after  ha- 
ving been  so  intimately  acquainted  with  all 
the  previous  machina;io::s  ard  detestable 
perfidies  of  Napoleon  ?  3d,  Haw  came 
he,  who  was  the  confideniial  minister  of 
Fjr.^inand,  to  suffer  that  king  to  go  to 
Bayonne  without  u.sing  his  utmost  endea- 
vours to  prevent  it  ?  4th.  How  came  F.^.r- 
dinand  to  give  up  the  swprd  of  Francis  I. 
to  the  '■  Grand  Duke  of  Berg  ?  "  And,  5th, 
how  ci-.me  M''.  Cevallss  himself  to  \\-rite 
and  p\iblish  paper  upon  paper,  addressed  to 
the  people  of  Spain,  as«;uring  them  that  all 
their  jealousies  of  the  French  were  ground- 
less, fcr  that  the  views  of  the  Emperor 
were  of  the  most  fi  iendly  and  aflecticnaia 
sort:  and  this,  too,  at  a  time,  when  the 
"  machinations"  were  going  on,  and  when 
lie    w:is    intimately    acquainted    with    iho.«e 

machinations  ? ^^'hen  Mr.    Cevallos.  or 

any  one  f>r  him,  has  a.nswered  these  ques- 
tions, 1  have  some  more  ready  to  put  to  him. 
But,  wh  never  may  h^ave  been  the  con-duct 
of  Biion-iparte ;  however  wicked  juvJ  per- 
fidious that  may  have  been,  I  think,  that  it 
is  evident  enough,  that  Mr.  Cevallos  has  ail 
along  had  a  desire  to  be  upon  the  strongf.^i 
side ;  that  he  deserted  Joseph,* becviu-s.;   ue 
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was  persuade  J.  that  he  \v:is  become  the 
weakt'st  ;  and  that  the  whole  story,  some 
fiilsehood  some  tuith,  was  written  for  the 
purpose  of  making  liis  peace  with  the  Spa- 
niards and    of  again    g'-"ttiiig    possession  of 

power   and  emolument N'ow,    reader, 

dives'  yourself,  for  a  moment,  of  the  desire 
to  hear  Buonaparte  accused  of  infamous 
acN,  and  say,  whether  this  be  not,  to  all 
appearance,  the  real  truth  ;  and,  if  that 
should  he  your  opinion,  you  will  not,  lam 
persuaded,  ihuik  that  there  is  virtue  enough 
in  this  Exposition  to  make  it  "  a  lever 
"  wherewith  to  raise  the  world  against  the 
*'  Corsican  Usurper;"  but  will,  perhaps, 
think  with  me,  that  the  principles  of  poli- 
tical freedom,  laid  down  as  the  basis  of  the 
cause  in  Spain,  is  the  only  lever,  by  which 
that  nation,  and,  by  their  example,  the  rest 
6f  Europe,  can  be  raised  effect uaily  to  op- 
pose a   military  de.sj,ot. Aye,  the   truth 

is;  the  truth  that  speaks  with  "  voice 
"  trumpet-tongue,  "  though  those  in  power 
will  not  hear  it,  is,  that  to  raise  the  world 
against  the  despotism  of  Napoleon,  you 
musr  show  the  world,  you  ruust  give  the 
world  to  see  and  feel,  something  better  than 
the  despotism  of  Nctpo/con. 
Bailey,  Vllh  Oct.  1S08. 

CoNVr,NT|ON    or   PoUTUGAL. 

5i  i<  ; — It  is  impossible  not  to  be  satisfied, 
for  the  most  part,  with  the  clear,  candid,  ;md 
able  manner  in  which  you  have  examined 
the  Articles  of  the  Convention  of  Lisboti, 
and  stated  your  opinion  on  the  several  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  it,  as  far  as  they 
are  hitherto  autliLiiticated  ;  and,  although 
you  are  very  successful  in  applying  the  light 
to  the  fliwi  and  hollow  parts  of  several  of 
the  excuses  urged  in  ])aHiation  of  the  act, 
you,  nevcrthelesi,  do  not  appear  to  advance 
reasons  sufficient  to  support  your  assertion. 
•'  that  the  people  had  a  right  to  expect  an 
uncotulitional  surrender."  After  detailing 
the  difficulties  surmounted,  and  advantages 
obtained  at  the  battle  of  Vimiera,  you  say  : 
"  When  we  are  told  all  this,  and  were  in- 
"  forn)ed  that  immediately  after  this  bril- 
"  liant  success,  ou(;  army  was  augmented  to 
"  nearly  double  what  it  had  before  been, 
"  we  naturally  expected,  that,  by  the  next 
•'  arrival  seeing  that  the  enemy  could  re- 
"  ceive  no  supplies  by  land  or  s.'a,  we  should 
"  be  informed  of  his  surrender  at  discretion." 
Now,  I  cannot  see  how  this  could  naturally 
be  expected  by  the  next  arrival,  it  was 
clear  from  the  Lomioii  Gazette,  announcing 
the  repulse  of  the  French  at  Vimiera,  that 
the  Tai  tar  Junot  was  enabled  to  retire  un- 
UQclctted  tu  his  strcng  position,  and  there  to 
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conrentiate  his  forces.  Nay,  tlic  newspa- 
pers for  several  succeeding  davs  contained 
invectives  against  iJurrard  for  not  permitting 
Welleslcv  to  pursue  and  destroy  the  French 
army.  And  it  is  not  nrrcessarv  here  to  in- 
quire w  hether  anv,  or  what  advantage,  was 
to  be  obtained  by  the  pursuit,  or,  if  any  fa- 
vourable moment  was  neglected,  to  wliom 
the  crime  of  such  nei^lect  attaches.  It  is 
suriScient  to  the  consideration  of  the  present 
tjuestion,  that  the  possibility  of  Junol's  safe 
arrival  in  his  strong  lujld  was  placed  beyond 
all  doubt  on  the  3d  September,  and  re-echoed 
throughout  the  kingdijm  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  3d  and  J  7th  September.  You 
state,  that  Junot's  army,  after  the  battle, 
might  be  10,000,  and  the  English  30,000, 
or  thereabouts,  which  is,  perhaps,  nearly 
correct.  The  same  scraps  also,  from  which 
we  ascertain  that  the  cheek-scratched  Due 
D'Abrantes  retreated  with  10,0(J0  men,  in- 
form us  that  nearly  3,000  men  were  left  in 
these  strong  places,  and  that  /,000  Portu- 
guese soldiers  were  in  the  French  service, 
men  whcj  ne^er  attempted  to  prevent  Junot's 
returning  10  his  entrenchments.  I'here  were 
besides  5,(J00  Russian  soldiers,  unotVendmg 
neutrals  certainly,  men  who  would  not  en- 
gage in  active  hostility,  as  some  of  the  papers 
liave  asserted;  poor  harmless  creatures,  who 
only  C'infined  ."jOOO  Spanish  soldiers  on  board 
their  ships !  These,  coUeptively,  compose  a 
very  formidable  forci  ;  and  allowing  for 
every  exaggeration,  there  appears  no  reason 
to  doubt,  but  there  were  2O,O0Q  men  ou 
whose  active  services  Junot  could  rely.  And 
I  am  even  now  entitled  to  ask,  knowing  the 
resolute  and  Tartar-like  chnr.vier  of  the 
Duke,  and  considering  that  his  immense 
plunder  was  a  most  powerful  motive  to  ob- 
stinate resistauce,  whether  his  situation  wa;i 
so  dejjlorable  and  despair-creating,  as  to  jus- 
tify the  public  in  expecting  his  surrender  at 
discretion  by  the  next  arrival  ;  an  arrival, 
recollect,  whiph  was  looked  for  a  week  be- 
fore the  17th  September  :  I  shall,  iiowever, 
exami[)e  the  reasons  adduced  by  you  in  sup- 
port of  this  general  opinion.  You  ask, 
"  since  when  did  these  places  become  so 
"  very  sfrong  ?  Junot  found  no  ditficidty  in 
"  getting  into  them  when  he  entered  I'or- 
"  tug.^l  with  the  same  army,  which  Wel- 
"  lesley  told  us  he  had  beaten  hollow,  only 
"  a  few  days  before  you  made  the  Conven- 
"  tion  ;  nay,  he  marched  into  them,  or  ra- 
"  ther  over  them  They  have  been  quick 
"  then,  it  seerus,  in  growing  into  places  of 
"  such  adamantine  materials."  It  is  almost 
imtiecessary  to  observe,  that  this  is  no  proof 
that  the  position  was  not  strong  when  the 
English  army  appeared  before  it  ;  nay,  It  i* 
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no  proof  that  it  was  not  strong  when  .Iniiot 
entered  it  at  first  ;  and   witii  yon  rests   tiic 
onus  probandi.     1  do  not   purpose  to    enter 
into  a  detailed  account  of  the  circnmtances 
under  wliicli  Junot  entered,  and   took  pes 
session  of  Lisbon  ;   nor  do  I    intend  to  quote 
the  Prince  Regent's  Manifesto,  and  a  variety 
of  other  docuincnts  to  prove  how  he  could 
have  been  resisted  ;  and  I  am  not  awaie  ot 
any  reason   why   it   may  not  be  admitted, 
though  contrary  to  the  fict,    that  there  was 
iiot,  at  the  time  Junot  entered  Portugal,  one 
piirapet  in  the  whole  kingdom,  from  behind 
which  resistance  could  have  bee:'  made  with 
greater  advantage  than  in   the  open  field,   it 
resistance  had   been  determined  on.     There 
can,  indeed,  be  no  analjgy  between  the  si- 
tuation of  the  French  and  En^^iish  armies  at 
th'  times  they  respectively  entered  the  conn- 
try.     But    since  when   did   these  places  be- 
come so  very  strong  ?    There  is  no  reason  to 
be  astonished  ;    Junot  ha^  been  in  Portugal 
long  enough,  and   has   not  wanted    means, 
without  supernatural  aid  or  the  interposition 
of  a  necromancer,  to  erect  fortifications,  from 
which  to  dislodge  him   by  the  next   arrival 
would  require  all  the  skill   of  English    of- 
ficers, and  all  the  intrepidity  of  British  sol- 
diers.    But,    Sir,  every  account  since   Ju- 
not's  arrival    [nost  fully    concurred   in   re- 
presenting  iiim   as   particularly  sedulous   in 
repairing   the   old,  and    erecting  new  forti- 
fications, and    that   he  had  rendered  his  po- 
sition almost  impregrable  ;  and  I  never  saw 
any  statement,  whicii  tended  in  the  slightest 
degree  to    invalidate  their  claim  to   general 
belief;  and,  certainly,  there  were  not  a  few 
individuals  who,   previous   to   Sir  Arthur's 
landing,  entertained    very  alarming  appre- 
hensions as   to  the  result   of  the  attack,  if 
such    had    been    f)und   vmavoidable.      You 
then  ask,  "  Was  Junot's  army  to   lie  fed  by 
ravens  r"  I  cannot  immediately  find  the  pas- 
sage,  but  something  to  this  effect,      if  you 
weri^as  successful  in  proving  tnat  Jmiot  was 
not  supplied  with,  nor  had  any  means    of 
procuring  provisions  for  his  army,  as  you  are 
in  exposing  the  liollow  and  groundless  rea- 
sons entertained  by  our  generals  as  to  the 
impracticability    of  obtaining   a    supply  for 
the  English  army,  I  should  determine  not  to 
trouble  you  with  these  observations,  although 
the  question,  as  it  respects  the  public,  would 
still    remain    the   same.      The   newspapers, 
however,  furnished  us  with  various  accounts 
of  Junot's  having  collecfed  a  large  quantity 
of  provisions ;  and  there  was  no  great  reason 
to  believe,  that  a  French  army  would  starve 
wdiile   there  were   between    2  and  300,000 
Portuguese   inhabitants    in  Lisbon,    people 
whom  we  went  to  assist,  not  to  distress,  to 
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def'rnd;  and  not  to  as«ail.  Thi^  wa<  a  most 
perplexing  situation  for  our  army,  and  Junot 
would  take  especial  care  to  increase  the  dif- 
ficulty to  liis  utmost.  Now,  iiad  the  before- 
mentioned  statements  of  the  immense 
strength  of  Junot's  position,  and  his  abun- 
dant supply  of  provisions  been  disproved  in- 
stead of  meeting  with  a  confirmation,  in 
tlie  unqualified  assertion,  "  that  Junot  could 
easily  have  consumed  time  in  a  protracted 
defence,"  it  would  avail  nothing  to  your 
a'-gument.  And  unless  you  convince  us  that 
every  individual  of  the  public,  who  naturally 
expected  an  unconditional  surrender  was,  in 
torming  such  opinion,  convinced  that  Junot 
had  no  formidibie  entrenchmciits  to  fly  to, 
and  no  supply  ot  provisions,  it  will  not  assist 
you,  if  you  can  even  prove  that  Sir  Arthur 
could  have  marched  into  Lisbon  with  no 
more  obstruction  than  one  of  your  readers 
into  Mr.  Bagshavv's  shop,  and  would  have 
been  as  cordially  and  politely  welcomed. 
You  proceed — "  Well,  then,"  say  you,  "if 
"  it  be  true  that  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  with 
"  onl)-^  gOOO  men,  beat  the  whole  of  the 
"  French  force,,  in  spi^e  of  all  their  advan- 
"  tages,  have  we  not  a  right  to  expect,  nay, 
"  had  we  not  a  right  to  claim  and  to  de- 
"  mand,  at  the  hands  of  the  commander  in 
"  Portugal,  when  he  had  50,0(X)  men,  the 
"  capture  or  the  total  destruction  of  the 
"  French  army  in  Portugal,  and  if  any  na- 
"  tion  had  any  right  to  expect  any  thing, 
"  this  nation  had  a  right  to  expect  a  result 

"  such  as  , here  described?" It  is   true 

policy  in  a  general  to  whom  the  defence  of  a 
strong  place  is  entrusted,  and  who  has  at  his 
dispos:d  a  force  more  than  necessary  tor  its 
defence,  to  march  out  and  attack  the  army 
advancing  to  the  siege,  if  the  circumstances, 
under  which  he  is  to  make  the  anack,  are 
such  as  to  justify  him  ir.  expecting  a  favour- 
able result  ;  and  in  the  event  of  his  sustain- 
ing a  repulse,  retreat  to  his  position  is  se- 
cure. On  ihe  contrary,  it  would  evince  a 
great  want  of  skill  in  the  general,  who 
would  march  out  when  his  force  was  scarcely 
sutficient  to  garrison  the  place,  where  suc- 
cess was  not  certain.  Junot,  in  ins  plan  of 
attack  on  the  21 -t,  and  in  his  resistance  at 
Roleia,  appears  to  have  been  perfectiy  sa- 
tisfied that  he  should  succeed.  It  fortunate- 
ly vi-as  not  the  case,  but  his  retreat  was  not 
prevented.  What  was  the  eft^ect  ?  Ti.e  Eng- 
lish army  was  enabled  to  blockade  him,  and 
prevent  his  incursions  uito  the  country  ;  he 
could  not  again  meet  them  in  the  field';  but 
it  did  not  fo!lo^v  that  an  Enolish  army  would 
be  able  to  expel  him  from  his  torts.  A 
crowd  of  mstances  might  be  collected  to 
prove^  that  men  who  had  been  beaten  ia 
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the  field,  had  srcrcstnlly  defoiided  a  ibrti- 
fied  place  ;   but  those  of  more  recent  oicur- 
reiice,    will   perhaps    be   more  convincing. 
We  hiive  not  yet  cca-.ed  lo  deplore  the  faie 
and  admire  tlic  cournge  ot"  the   Spatuardr., 
dcfeaiod  at  Rio  Seco,  and  our  ton:;ues  sli)l 
^ibraic  with  the  praises  ot  the  undisciplined 
tlefenders  of   Valencia,  Gerona,  and  Sara- 
gossii  ;  places  certainly  not  more  formidiible 
than  the  foris  and  tnirenchnients  of  Por- 
tugal.     Now,   I  do  -not  menn  to  insinuate 
that  our  troops  coul'l  not  reduce  Junot  j  bat 
their  amounting    to  30  000  would  net  pre- 
vent less  bloodshed.     Do  you  believe,  that 
if  Li^le,  iSIiiestricht,  or  Rn^sac,    were    pro- 
perly garrisoned  and    commanded,  that  the 
besieging  army  would  experience  less  loss, 
if  they  were  ten  times  the  number  of  the 
blockaded  rarrison  ?     We  also    know,  that 
in  ihe  battle  of  the  17th,  when  our  army 
forced  the  passes  of  Roleia;  only  OOOO  men 
covyd   hi-  brought  to  bear  ;  'and  it  is  proba- 
ble, that  if  Luison  and  Laborde  had  eltected 
their  juncrion  before  the  attack  was  made, 
we  should  have  experienced   a  very  alarm- 
ing loss,     I  think  no  one  will  deny,  that  the 
public  had  the  means  of  satisfrtctorily  ascer- 
taining that  Junot  effected  his  re'treat  afier 
the  battle  of  the  21st  j  that  the  places  to 
which  he  retired  were  strong  by  nature  and 
art ;  that  he  had  a  plentiful  supply  of  pro- 
visions, and  that   his  force  after  his  defeat 
■was  still  formidable  ;  and  the  probability  of 
reducing  him  not  much  greater   than    when 
the  forces  first  sailecl,  recollecting,    that  at 
that  time  it    was  generally  reported  and  be- 
lieved,   that   Sir   Arthur  Wellesley    would 
land    at    Peniche,    and  irnmedialely    invest 
the   place.      Impressed   with    the  belief  of 
these  facts,    I    really  cannot  see  how    the 
public  could  anticipate  the  result,    such  as 
they  did   anticipate,    and  as  you    have  re- 
lated, till  the  public  will  declare  that  condi- 
t  Ills  might  not  be  granted  which  would  be 
preferable  to  the  certainty  of  gieat  loss  in 
the  attack  of  these  places,  and  the  chance 
of  failure  5   till  it  can  be  proved  that  it  was 
the  public  conviction,  that  our  army  would 
have    beeii   able  to   continue   the   blockade 
without  much  difSculiy,  that  their  services 
were  no*t  wanted  in  any  other  cpiarterj   till, 
in  short,   it  can  b?  proved,   that  the    public 
•was  certain  that  there  were  no  secret  mo- 
tives,  and   tho<;e  very   strong  ones,  to   in- 
fluence the  determination  of  our  commnn- 
ders    to   agree  to  a    conditional  surrender. 
So  far,   I    ihiiik,  you    will  allow  uncondi- 
tional surrender  (ould  not  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected  b^  the  prbiic,    and  that   or.r  ccm- 
manders  were,  so  f.ir, prematurely  disgraccdj 
but  I  inost  ferfeclly  concur   vyilh  the  now 
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general  opitiion,. that  except  in  t])e  most  dis- 
tressing cirtumstanccs,  nothing  can  justify 
our  commander-s  for  h.aving  acceded  to  the 
pfesent  Convention  ;   it  is,   I   fear,  a   Con- 
vention which  has  afHxed  to  the  British  ar- 
my and  nation  a  stigma  so  indelible,   that  no 
event,  however   fa\ourable,  can  wiioUy  re- 
move it,  or  prevent  its  suggesting  the  most 
agonizing   rclieciions.     We  are,    however, 
well  aware,  that  great  public  calamitie:i  and 
individual  misfortunes,  h.ive  notuniretiuent- 
ly  given  rise   to.  or  been  accompanied  by 
circumstances    which,    in    the   progress  of 
time,    have   very    materially  cotuributed  to 
diminish  the  pernicious  eli'ects  apprehended 
at  theii  occurrence  J  and  it  is  some  ccnso-f 
lation,    that    the  people    have    not  suflereJ 
their  reputation  to  be  sullied  without  a  mur- 
mur ;  that  the  same  page  of  history  which 
records  this  infamous  and  insulting  Conven- 
•tion,  will  also  relate  the  virtuous  indignation 
felt  by  a  people  jealous  of  their  honour  j 
will    roLtse    the    lethargic,   and   animate  the 
torpid  of  succeeding  ages,  by  a  glowing  de- 
scription of  the  patriotism   which  prevailed 
in  every  rank  ;  will  detail  the  people's  ve- 
hement and  uncea.sing  cries   for  vengeance 
on  iho>;e  who  dared  to  drgrade  their  charac- 
ter, and  debase  their  dignity.    And  although 
it    is   highly   probable,    that    the  immediate 
consequences  of   this  Convtntioii  will    be 
highly  dK-;a.>trous,  it  i.s  not  impossible  that 
it  may  produce  some   beneficial   efi'icts.     It 
will  shew  the  world  the    feelings  and  cha- 
racter  of  Englishmen  ;   it   will   powerfully 
instruct  our  military  commanders,  that   the 
honour  of  a  nation  is  not  to  be  sunendered 
with  imptinity.     Since  the   commejicement 
of   the     French   revolution,    no    tjeachery 
however  base,  no  infamy  however  atrocious 
(and  unfortunately  many  equally,  nay,  more 
iniquitous  than  the  Convention   of  Lisboii 
may  be  enumerated),  ever  produced  in  the 
countries  where   they   happened  complaints 
so  general  and  unqualified   as  in  the  present 
instance.     'Ihe  consideration   of  these  cir- 
cunistances  will  afford  more  than  a  transient 
gleam     amidst    the    immense   gloom  ;   will 
j>iove  more  serviceable  than  a  solitary  spar, 
when   threatening  waves  surround.     I   teel 
coniiilent  that   I  have  been  considerably   too 
prolix,  and    ledu  as,  that  many  of  my  re- 
tuaiks  are  totally   un.necessary,  and   ot^iers 
iiot    sufficiently   elucidated  ;    but  as  I  have 
not  time  to  condense  and  arraHge   them,  J 
shall  le:;ve  them   to  your  candid  and  unpre- 
judiced consideration.     I  cannot,   however, 
conclude  without  e>;prossr.-g  my  regret,  that 
any  circumstance!'-  should  exist  which  could 
prevent  our  having,  what  we  certainly  very 
much  wajited,  and  winch  you  have  eaerge* 
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tically  expressed,  "  an  lusiaiic-- uf  triutnjjh,  j 

"  a  proof  ol'  vic'.ory,   which  no   one  could  | 

"  gainsay." 1    have  ihe   honour  to  re-  ! 

main.  Sir,  &c. — ■ — C. 


P-oiNBL'RGH   Reviewers. 
Sir  ; — The     Edinbuvgii     Reviewers,     in 
their  bulky  pamphlet  ot   A.pril,    1  SOS,  under 
the   g'.iise   of    revie  ving    two  publicatir)ii<;, 
written  by  gentlemen,  whose  names,   I   be- 
lieve, are  wiioUv   unknown   to  the    public, 
a   Mr,    Rylance  and   a    Mr.    Lin^h.im,  are 
pleased   to  enlighten    the   world  with    their 
thoughts,  upon  t!ie  sul)ject  of  the  late  erni- 
gra^on  to   the   Brazils      Upon  this  topic,    I 
teel  no  interest  in  controverii^ig    their  opi- 
nions, as  th-ey  are  of  course  the  echo  of  the 
speeches  in  pavliHinent,  of  that  faction  upon 
whose  fortunes  their  own  depend  ;   it  being 
now  no  iscret  to  any  one  that  the   positive  ! 
overbearing  and  dogmatical  paradoxe?,  which    ; 
have  so  peculiarly    distinguished    the  Kdin-  j 
burgh    Review,     proceed    from     a      sniiil  | 
knot  of  young  fricndu,   who   hunt  after  the   I 
good  diruiei  s  and  o'.her  good  things  of  those  \ 
accomplished  statesmen,  Lords  Holland  and  ] 
Henry  Petty.     The  subject,    upon  which   1  | 
at  present  address  you,  Mr.   Cobbett,  is  the  ^ 
language,   which,    in  the  article  above-men-   i 
tioned,  these  gentlemen  iiave    made  use  of 
upon  the  subject  of  Libel ;  language  betraying 
at  once  the  base  slavish  spirit  of  which  they 
are  comon  ed,  and  the  determined   hostility 
which  animates  them  against  all  the  assertors 
of  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,    jt  seems,  ihat 
these  authors,  whose  pamphlets  nrm  the  pre- 
tence cf  the  review^  Mr,   R\  lance  and  Mr. 
Lingham,  unfortunately  agreed    in  nothing 
but  in  each  dedicating  his  work  to  the  Liver- 
pool Solomon,    Mr,  Fioscoe.     Upon  every 
point,  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  Portu- 
guese   emigration,    they    differed   in    their 
sentiments.      Mr.    Lingham,    to    use    the 
words   of    the  review,    "  kept   quite   clear 
"  of  the  least  appearance  of  faction  ;    while 
"  Mr.  Rylance,   without  any  material  quali- 
"  fication,     except    perhaps   his    praise   of 
"  Mr.    Roscoe  in  the  dedication,    adopted 
"  the  precise  line    of  argument,  taken   by 
"  the   persons  in  opposition  to   the  present 
"    Riinistry."     This  was  ditTerence  enough 
to  regulate  the  judgment  of  these  candid,  and 
impartial  critics.     Mv.  Rylance  became,  of 
course,  the  favourite,  and  Mr.  Luigham,  as 
a  man  swayed  by  no  party  motions,  but  bold 
and  independent   enough   to   write  from  his 
own  understanding,  was,  of  course,  to  be  run 
down,     if,   however,  on  the    present   occa- 
sion, t'4e  h^dinburgh  Reviewers  had  confined 
themselves  to  literary  strictures  only,  how- 
ever   partial    and  corrupt   thoss    strictures 
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n)ight  have  been,  I  should   not  have   called 
your  attention   to  them.     But  will  you    be- 
lieve   it,   Mr.   Cobbelt  ?   in   consequence   of 
Mr.   Lingham,  who  in  his  book,    according 
to  these  critics'   own  account,  "  kept  quite 
"  clear  of  llie  I?ast  appearance  of  taction," 
having  characterised    the  other    gentleman 
by  a  few  expressions  not  by  any  means  un- 
usual   in  political    controversy,  and  none  of 
which,  from    their  analysis  of  his  publica- 
t;on.    I  think  it  is  pretty  clear,   were  misap- 
plied ;     such   as    "    obscure    pamphleteer," 
"  unauthorized  tool  of  a  party,"    and   the 
like;   I  .^ay,  will   you.  Sir,  believe  ir,  that 
these  worthy    disciples   of  the  Whig  school, 
these  pains-taking  underlings  of  the  present 
Opposition,   these  Scotch  preachers  of  poli- 
tical liberty,  are  actu.dly  for  letting  loose  the 
dogs   of  law  upon  poor  Mr.    Lingham,  and 
amercing    him   with   fines,    penalties,    im- 
prisonment, and  the  pillory,  tor  having  tailed 
to  :icknowK'dge  the  eminent  consequence  of 
this    Mr,    R)  lance   and  his  perfect  indepen- 
den(?e,   (which,  he  it  observed,  these  review- 
ers themselves  impeach)  for  having  dared  to 
publish  the  truth  of  him,  and    to  speak  of 
him  as  he  deserves.     They    introdace  their 
whining  complaint,  and  garbled  quotations 
of  Mr.  Lingham's  "  abusive  language"  with 
this    sen'ence  :   "  Some    passages,     we  are 
'*  pretty  sure,  wpuld  subject  hmi  to  punish- 
"  ment  in  a    court  of  justice  :  "  and  having 
finished   their    extracts,     they  conclude  ; — 
"  Wc  have  little  doubt  that  the  above  pas- 
"  sages,  are  themselves  libellous."  Is  not  this 
monstrous  ?    Why,  the  action  lately  brought 
by  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  Knight,   (I  forget 
his  name)    was  nothing  (o   this.     Irritated 
feelings  in  being  shewn  to  be  a  dunce,  and 
disappointed  expectations  in  not  getting  from 
his  task-master  his  usual  hire,  to  a  cer^tain 
degree    palliated    the    resentment     of    that 
wretched  book-maker.    But  what  have  thess 
reviewers  to  urge  in  extenuation  of  this  gra- 
I   tuifous    recommendation   of  legal    proceed- 
;   ings  ?     Mr.    Lingham  did   not  charge  them 
I  with  a  systematic  and  scandalous  perversion 
j   of  their  duty,  with  a  base  and  profligate  bias 
i  either  for  or  against  every  author  whom  they 
noticed  ;   Mr.  Lingham  did  not  say  of  ihem, 
(hat    their    malignity   against   most    authors 
was  to  be  equalled  only  by   their  interested 
adulation  of  a  few  ;   that    their  wanton   and 
scurrilous    attacks   on     respectable    writers 
in  general,  were  balanced  only  in  infamy  by 
their  gross  and  unblushing   panegyrics  upoa 
the  members  of  their  own   fraternity  ;  that, 
throughout  the  whole  of  their  career,  their 
pews  have   been   vilely  prostituted   to   party 
purposes,  in  which  task  their  inconsistency 
has  beer,  as  notorious  as  their  corruption,— 
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the  grovelling  sj'cophants  of  power  and 
place, — the  admirers  of  I'itt,  when  living, 
and  of  his  opponents,  when  duad.  Tliese, 
or  similar  charges,  Mr.  Lingham  never  in- 
sinuated against  the  Edu'burgh  Reviewers. 
One  does  nut  see  therefore  why  ihcy  should 
feel  so  sore,  why  thtii  t,!iould  so  strongly 
sympathize  with  Mr.  Kyhuice,  ciy  out  the 
senseless  yell  of  libel,  and  call  for  puni .-.h- 
nient  in  a  court  of  justice  !  lleally,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  the  coincidence  between  the  time 
of  this  publication  (April,  ib08)  and  the 
coawncncement  of  the  knight's  law-suit,  and 
the  identity  of  their  senlinicn'.s  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  libel,  are  so  marvellcu;*,  that  I  \eii- 


keep  up  the  noble  spirit  by  which  it  is  ani- 
mated.— 'lo  make  known  to  Spain  and  the 
whole  world  the  base  means  resorted  to  hv 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  to. seize  the  per- 
son of  uur  king,  I'erduiand  VII,  and  to 
su!)jugate  this  great  and  generous  nation,  is 
a  duly  well  worthy  of  om,-  who,  like  myself, 
is  in  a  condition  to  discharge  it  j  inasmuch 
as  circumstances  placed  me  in  a  situation  to 
be  an  eyc-witnes.s  of  the  events  which  pre- 
ceded the  catastrophe  of  Bayonne.  and  lu 
which  I  bore  a  part.  It  was  not  in  my 
power  to  do  this  before,  in  consequence  of 
personal  restraint,  and  from  not  havnig  col- 
lected the  documents  necessary  to  accrtdit 


ly  suspect  some  of  these  _(yc«?Jif  /Wfw^A-,  who  j   my    statement.      Some  arc  still   wanting. 


perhaps  mav  belong  to  tiie  prolession  of  the 
law,  were  his  counsellors"  u[)on  the  occasion, 
advised  tiie  action,  as  the  phrase  is,  and 
perhaps  assisted  in  getting  up  the  cau.se.  The 
knight,  1  dare  say,  has  since  heartily  re- 
pented of  liaving  acted  upon  the  opinion, 
iVom  whatever  quarter  it  proceeded  ;  and 
the  Edinb\ir?M  Reviewers,  since  the  unfor- 
tunate failure  wf  his  experiment,  are  pro- 
bably novv  ashamed  of  the  detestable  perse- 
cuting spirit  so  wholly  inimical  to  the  liber- 
ty of  the  prers;  upon  the  expression  of 
which  I  hive  animadverted.  In  making 
these  animadversi  ns  I  have  no  other  object 
in  view  than  to  vindicate  that  palladium  of 
o\ir  ngitf--.  wiihiut  the  secure  enjoyment  of 
which  yuu,  Sir,  have  so  ofteti  ob-.cr\ed,  that 
our  Doisted  freedoii»  is  nothing  worth-  At 
the  same  tiine  I  feel  an  apology  to  be  due, 
for  the  IcMit^th  to  which  my  observations 
hr.ve  extended,  a  length  to  be  justified  only 
by  the  importance  of  tiie  subject  it.self, 
vi'hch  will,  I  hope,  plead  my  excuse,  and 
bestow  a  t-mjjorary  consequence  even  upon 
these  insignificant  imlividuals,  Messrs.  Ry- 
lance and  Lin!.;ham. — Yours,  &c.  —  P.  D. — 
Sept.  24,   IbJS. 

Exposition  oi'  the  practi^'es  and  ma- 
chinations WHICH  LKn  TO  THE  USUR- 
PATION Ol"  THE  CROWN  OF  SP.MX,  AND 
TirF.  MKANS  ADOPTr-D  BY  THE  KMPKROR 
OF  THE  FRENCH  TO  C.VKRY  IT  INTO  r.X- 
FXUTION,  BY  DOW  PEDKO  CEVALLOS, 
FIKST  SF.CKETAKY  OF  STATE  AND  DIS- 
PATCHES' TO  HIS  CATHOLIC  MAJE.^TY 
FKKDINAND  VII. 

At  a  period  when  the  nation  has  made 
and  continues  to  make  the  most  heroic 
etiijrts  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  slavery  at- 
tempted to  be  imposed  upon  it,  it  is  the  du- 
ty of  all  good  citizens  to  contribute,  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  to  enlighten  it 
with  respect  to  the  real  causes  that  have 
bi;..i;-ht  it  into  its  present  situation^  and  to 


which  it  was  necessary  to  burn,  in  ccnse- 
quenee    of    dangerous    circumstances,     in 
wliich  every  thing  was  to  be  feared  ;  others 
have  di.'^appeared   through  the  various  inci- 
dents connected  with  that  unhappy  pt-riod  j. 
but  those  which  I  now  present  arc  sufficient 
to  prove  the  atrocious  vitilence  committed 
against  our  beloved   king,   Ferdinand  VII, 
and  the  whole  nation. — Though  the  conduct 
of  Spain  (owaids  France  since  the  peace  of 
Basle,  a  very  interesting  portion  of  its  poli- 
tical history  in  these  latter  times,  is    inti- 
mately connected  with  the  important  events 
which  form  the  sulject  of  this  Exposition, 
it  is  not   necessary  to   d*vcll  even   upon   its 
principal  periods.     It    will  be   sufikient    to 
state  what  the  whole  nation,  and  all  Europe, 
know,  that  the     poiitic.d   system  of  Spain 
has  constantly  been  during  this  time  to  {>re- 
serve  friendship  and   the  best  understanding 
with  France,    and  to  maintain,  at  all   ha- 
zards,   the   ruinous  alliance   concluded    in 
]/'9(i. — To  attain  this  end,  there  is  no  sacri- 
fice wliich  Spaiu  has  not   made  ;  and  as  the 
preservation  of  the    Prince  of  the   Pt-ace  in 
the  high  degree  of  favour  he  enjoyed  with 
Charles  IV.  depended    in    a  great  n)easure 
upon  the  eontiniTauce  of  this  system,  it  was 
maintained  with  the  greatest  constancy   and 
indefatigable    attention.       Fleets,     armies, 
treasure,     every    thing    was    sacrificed    to 
France;    humiliations,    submissions,  every 
thing  was   sufTeied,  every  thing   was   done 
to  .satisfy,  as  far  as   possible,  the  insatiable 
demands  of  the   French   government ;  but 
tlie  idea  never  once  occurred  of  preserving 
tlic  nation  against   th</  machinations  of  an 
ally,  who   was  overrunning   Europe. — Tho 
'IVeatyof  Tilsit,  in  which  the  destiny  of  the 
world  seemed  to  be  decided  in   his   favour, 
was  hardly  concluded,  \\  lien  he  turned   his 
eyes  towards  the  West,  and  resolved  on  the 
ruin  of  Portugal  and  Spain  ;  or  what  comes 
to  the  same  purpose,  w  make  himself  mas- 
ter of  this  vabt  peninsula,  with  a  view  of 
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making  its  inhabitants  as  happy  ns  those  of 
Italy,  flolland,  Switzerland,  ancUhe  league 
of  tlie  Rhine. — At  this  very  time,  the  Em- 
peror was  revolving  in  his  mind  some  designs 
fatal  to  Spain  (for  he  began  to  disarm  her), 
by  demanding  a  respectable  body  of  our 
troops  to  exert  their  valour  in  remote  re- 
gifins,  and  for  foreign  interests.  This  he 
etVt'Cted  without  difficulty,  and  there  was 
placed  at  his  disposal  a  gallant  and  picked 
force  of  16", 000  men  of  all  descriptions. — 
'i'he  enterprize  of  making  himself  master 
of  Spain  was  not  so  easy  as  Napoleon  ima- 
gined. It  w.'.s,  above  all,  necessary  to  lind 
out  some  pretext  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  dari(ig  and  gigantic  plan  of  subjugating 
a  friendly  and  allied  nation,  that  bad  made 
so  many  sacrifices  for  France,  and  which 
this  very  Emperor  had  praised  for  its  fidelity 
and  nobleness  of  charaster. — Nevertheless, 
being  sccnstomed  toact  with  that  disregard  to 
delicacy  in  the  choice  of  his  means,  which 
is  characteristic  of  the  man  who  imaginas 
that  the  conquest  of  the  whole  world,  the 
destruction  of  the  human  species,  and  the 
havoc  of  war  are  conducive  to  true  glory, 
he  resolved  to  excite  and  foment  discord  in 
tlie  royal  family  of  Spain,  through  his  am- 
bassador at  this  court. — The  latter,  though 
perhaps  not  initiated  in  the  grand  secret  ol 
his  inaster,  succeeded  in  seducing  the  prince 
of  Asturias,  our  present  kii)g  and  master, 
and  suggested  to  him  the  idea  of  inter- 
marrying with  a  princess  related  to  the  em- 
peror. The  affliction  which  his  highness 
laboured  under  from  a  conjunction  of  circum- 
stances, as  lamentable  as  notorious,  and  his 
anxiety  to  avoid  another  connection  into 
which  it  was  attempted  to  force  him,  with 
a  lady  selected  for  him  by  his  greatest  ene- 
my, and  on  that  account  alone  the  object  of 
his  aversion,  induced  him  to  acquiesce  in 
the  suggestions  of  the  ambassador,  but  with 
the  stipulation  that  it  was  to  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  his  august  parents,  and  under  the 
impression  that  it  would  strengthen  the 
friendship  and  alliance  then  subsisting  be- 
tween the  two  crowns.  His  highness,  ac- 
tuated by  motives  so  cogent  in  a  political 
point  of  view,  and  yielding  to  the  solicita- 
tions of  the  ambassador,  wrote  accordingly 
to  his  Imperial  majesty. — A  few  days  after 
our  beloved  prince  wrote  this  letter,  occurr- 
ed the  scandalous  imprisonment  of  his  au- 
gust person  in  the  royal  monastery  of  St. 
Laurence,  and  the  still  more  scandalous  de- 
cree which  wa>;  issued  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  and  addressed  to  the  council  of  Cas- 
tile. There  are  very  strong  re  isons  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  unknown  hand  that  frustra- 
ted this  feigned  conspiracy  was  some  French 


agent  employed  to  forward  the  plan  which 
Napoleon  had  formed. — Fortunately  the 
Spanish  nation  was  deeply  impressed  with 
its  situaliwn,  entertained  a  just  opinion  of 
the  good  disposition  and  religious  principles 
ot  their  prince  of  the  Aifurias,  and  sus- 
pected instantaneously  that  the  whole  was  a 
calumny  fabricated  by  the  Favourite,  as  ab- 
surd as  it  was  audacious,  in  order  to  remove 
the  only  obstacle  which  then  opposed  his 
views.— It  is  already  known,  that  on  the 
imprisonment  of  the  prince  ot  Asturias,  his- 
royal  father  wrote  to  the  Emperor,  no 
doubt  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Favourite, 
complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  ambas- 
sador Beauharnois,  in  his  clandestine  com- 
munications with  the  prince  of  Asturias, 
and  expressing  his  surprise  that  the  emperor 
had  not  come  to  a  previous  luiderstanding 
with  his  tnajesty  on  a  subject  of  such  pre- 
eminent importance  to  sovereigns. — As  the 
iinprisonmeni;  of  the  prince  of  Asturias, 
and,  above  sll,  the  most  scandalous  decree 
fulminated  against  his  royal  person,  produ- 
ced an  effect  couipletely  contrary  to  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  Favourite,  he  began  to  be 
afraid,  thought  proper  to  lecede,  and  to 
mediate  a  reconciliation  between  the  royal 
parents  and  their  son.  With  this  view,  as  is 
stated  in  the  Abstract  of  the  Escunal  Cause, 
circulated  by  the  Council  in  consequence  of 
his  majesty's  orders  of  the  8th  April,  he 
forged  certain  letters,  and  made  the  prince 
of  Asturias  sign  them  wJiile  a  prisoner, 
which  being  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
royal  parents,  were  supposed  to  have  soften- 
ed th'eir  hearts  ;  and  by  these  singular  means 
did  this  innocent  prince  obtain  a  nominal 
liberty. — This  was  the  state  of  affairs  when 
a  French  courier  arrived  at  the  royal  palace 
of  St.  Laurence,  with  a  treaty  concluded 
and  signed  at  Fontaiubleau  on  the  27th  of 
(Jet.  by  Don  Eugenio  Isquierdo,  as  plenipo- 
tentiary of  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  iXlar- 
shai  Duroc,  in  the  name  oi  the  emperor  of 
the  French.  Its  contents,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  separate  Convention,  constitute  Nos. 
1  and  2  of  the  documents  annexed  to  this 
J'^xposilion. — It  is  worthy  of  observation, 
that  the  department  of  the  ministry,  of 
which  I  was  at  the  head,  was  totally  imac-. 
quaintedwith  tiie  measures  taken  by  Don  E. 
Isquierdo,  at  Paris,  as  well  as  with  his  ap- 
pointment, his  instructions,  his  correspon- 
dence, and  every  part  of  his  proceedings. — 
The  rgsult  of  this  treaty  wasto  render  the 
Emperor  master  of  Portugal  with  very  little 
expence  5  to  furnish  him  witlt  a  plausible' 
pretext  for  introducing  his  armies  into  our 
peninsula,  with  the  intent  of  subjngi.ting  it 
at  a  proper  opportunity,  and  to  put  him   in 
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inimediafe  possession  of  Tuscnny.— The  Fa-  |  nication,  and  to  make  limiself  more  impe- 
vourite  was  to  have  for  his  poiiion  the  AI-  |  n^-t  able. — His  Irupt-rial  in;ij<r-s(v  set  off  on  a 
garve?  and  Alantejo,  in  full  property  and  joiirney  to  Itily 
sovertiifnfy,  bnt  the  emperor's  answer  to 
the  letters  of  the  royal  fa:her  had  not  yet  ar- 
rived :  it  was  coniplctelv  uncertain  what  it 
vould  be,  and  flii"^  filled  him  wiiti  fe^ir  ;'nd 
anxiety. — The  intimate  relMJons  wliirh  the 
Favourite  maintcnncd  at  ih.nt  period  with  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Hcig,  tliroueh  tl.e  medium 
of  his  confident  Ijqaiert'.o,  flattered  hitn  to 
a  certain  desjree  with  the  ho);e  that  every 
fiiins;  would  be  settled  to  his  wishes,  though 
th  •  inierposition  of  a  few  millions  migiit  be 
ne  essary.  Rut  neither  the  Favourite  nor 
his  conhdent  knew  the  rer.lintenilousof  the 
person  they  were  Ireatinsf  with  at  Paris.  In 
fact,  the  instant  the  emperor  found  that  the 
Favourite  had  committed  himself,  and  the 
royal  pirents  were  broneht  into  discredit, 
he  shewed  no  dispositi.jn  to  answer  his  ma- 
iestv's  letters,  for  the  purpose  of  keepins; 
them  in  suspense,  and  inspiring  ihem  vj'wh 
dread,  in  the  liope  that  they  might  form  the 
resolution  of  withdrawimr,  though  at  that 
time  he  had  notcompictedhis  plan  for  taking 
an  advantage  of  such  an  oceurrence. — The 
Grand  Duke  wrote  to  the  Favourite,  that 
he  would  employ  every  means  to  support 
him,  but  that  the  r.egociation  wr.s  rendered 
very  delicate,  owing  to  the  extraordinary 
attachment  which  prevailed  in  Spain  towards 
the  prinre  of  Asturias,  and  the  ctnisidera 
tion  due  towards  a  princess  who  was  cousin 
to  the  Empress,  and  in  cou'^cquence  of  the 
part  the  ambassador  Beauharnois,  her  rela- 
tive, took  in  the  business.  (1).  — Now  ifwas 
that  (he  Favourite  began  clearly  to  discover 
how  much  his  credit  had  sunk,  and  he  gave 
himself  up  for  lost,  in  consequence  of  be- 
ing deprived  of  the  support  of  his  imaginary 
protector,  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  There 
were  no  means  now  neglected  by  him  toendea- 
vour  to  ingratiatehimsclfwith  the  Grand  Duke 
of  Berg;  every  sort  of  expression,  every  kind 
of  deference  was  etnploved  for  this  p,urpose  ; 
and  the  more  ertectually  to  avert  the  impend- 
ing storm,  he  prevailed  on  the  royal  parents  to 
Avrite  to  the  emperor  direct,  and  to  request 
his  consent  to  the  marriage  of  one  of  his 
cousins  to  the  prince  of  Asturias.—  IMean- 
while  the  Emperor  of  the  French  appeared 
to  be  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct 
of  Isquierdo,  and  kept  him  at  a  distance,  in 
order  to  cut  otY  this  direct  mode  of  commu- 


(1)   All  this  appears  from  the  correspon- 
dence    of   the   Favourite    with   the    Grand 
e,  which  the  latter  carried  off  from  the 
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of  the  secretary  of  %l?Xo,  during  his 


nancy. 


with  thai  .oHidied  parade 
which  all  Emope  has  wimesscd,  g'ving  it 
?Mch  an  air  of  importance  that  it  was  to  be 
inesumed  he  was  gDUig  to  fix  the  de.stinies 
of  the  woil  j.  But  there  is  jea^on  to  sur- 
mi*ii',  thai  his  real  object  wis  no  other  th;.m 
to  divert  the  general  attention  to  that  qu?ir- 
ter,  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  the  other 
states,  whilst  his  real  designs  were  directed 
to  ihe  invasion  of  Portugal  a^id  Spain.— This 
art  fice  and  dissimulation  did  not,  however, 
prevent  the  discovery  of  one  of  I  lie  ariiiles 
in  the  Secret  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau,  by 
his  expelling,  wiOi  the  greate^^t  precipitation, 
from  Tuscany,  the  Queen  l\eg«.nt  and  her 
children,  and  plundering  the  royal  palace, 
and  seizing  a!!  the  public  funds  of  a  court 
that  was  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
treaty,  and  hfid  committed  no  act  of  forfei- 
ture.— Whilst  the  empt-'ior  kept  Europe  in 
suspeticeby  his  journey  to  Milan  ar.d  Venice, 
he  tiionghl  fit  to  answer  the  letters,  which 
he  had  some  time  before  received  from  the 
royal  father,  assurilig  his  majesty,  that  he 
never  had  the  slishtest  information  of  the 
circumstances  which  he  communicated  re- 
specting his  son  the  prince  of  Asturias,  nor 
ever  received  any  letter  from  his  royal  high- 
ness. (2).  Nevertheless  his  majesty  con- 
sented to  the  proposed  intermarriage  with  a 
princess  of  his  family,  undoubtedly  with  an 
intention  of  amusing  the  royal  parents; 
whilst  he  was  sending  into  Spain,  tinder  va- 
rious pretexts,  all  t!ie  troops  which  lie  had 
then  disposable,  and  was  studiously  propa- 
gating an  idea  that  he  was  favourable  to  the 
cause  of  the  prince  of  Astuiias,  and  thus 
endeavouring  to  captivate  the  good  opinion 
of  the  Spanish  ration. — The  royal  parents, 
struck  with  terror  which  this  conducr  of  the 
emperor  naturally  inspired,  and  the  Favour- 
ite being  still  more  astonished,  opposed  no 
obstacle  to  the  entr.ince  of  the  French  troop.? 
into  tl)c;  peninsula ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
gave  the  most  effectual  orders  that  they 
should  be  rcoeived  and  treated  tven  on  a 
better  footing  than  the  Spanish  troops.  — The 
emperor,  under  the  pretence  of  consulting 
the  security  of  these  troops,  oidered  his 
generals,  by  stratagem  or  force  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  fortresses  of  Pampeluna,  St. 

(2)  Compare  this  stntement,  with  the 
contents  of  the  letter  (No.  3),  from  his 
Imperial  majesty  to  King  Ferdinand,  in 
which  he  acknowledges  having  received  the 
letter  written  to  him  by  the  Prince  of  Astu- 
rias, on  the  suggestion  oi  ambassador  Reau' 
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Sebastian,   Figuieras,  and  Barcelona,  wliich 
alone  could  present  any  ohstacle  to  an  inva- 
sion.     They    were    accordingly    taken    by 
fraud  and  snvprize,  to   the  indignation   and 
S'lrrow  of  the  whole   nation,  to  which  the 
French  still  aft'.-cted  to  jM-ofess  friendship  and 
alliance. — The  emperor,   conceiving  himself 
already   master   of  all    Si)ain,   and   thinking 
the    time  had  arrived    for    accelerating   his 
measures,  thonght  proper  to  write  a    letter 
to  the  royal  fither,  complaining  in   the  bit- 
terest terms,  that  his   majesty    had    not   re- 
newed his  application  for  an    imperial  prin- 
cess for  his  son  the  prince  of  Astnrias.     The 
king  was  pleased  to  return  for  answer,    that 
he  adhered  to  his  former    proposal,  and  was 
willing  that  the  marriage  should  immediately 
take    ])lace. — Some    important     p'oceeding 
was  still  necessary  to  carry  the   project  to  a 
degree    of  maturity,  and  the  emperor    not 
willing  to  trust  it    to   writing,  thought   he 
could  not  find  a  better  instrument  than  Don 
Euguniio  Izquicrdo,  whom  he  had   det.'aii^ied 
in  Paris  in  a  state  of  great  dejection  and  ter- 
ror, that  had  been  artfully  impressed    upon 
him  for  the  purpose  of  his  more  effectually 
executii:^g    his   c.»nri mission,    by    impressing 
the  royal  parents  and  the  Favor.rite  with  the 
same  feelings. — la  this  state  of  things,  the 
emperor    ordered    Izquierdo    to   repair    to 
Spain,  which  he  accordingly  did,  in  a  very 
precipitate   and   mysterious   manner.      Ac- 
cording to  his  verba!  statements,  he  brought 
no  proposal  in  writing    with    him,  nor    was 
he  to  receive  any,  and  he  had  orders  to  ve- 
main  only  three  days.— On  his    arrival,  un- 
der these   circumstances,  at  Aranjnez,    the 
Favourite  couduct-ed  him  to  the  presence  of 
the    royal     parents,    and   their  conferences 
were  conducted  with  so  much   secresy,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  discover  the 
object  of  his  mission  ;   but  soon  after  his  de- 
parture from  this  capital,  their  majesties  be- 
gan to  shew   a  disposition  to    abandon  the 
metropolis  and   the  peninsula,  and  to  emi- 
grate to  Mexico,-— The  recent    example   of 
the  determination  taken  by  the  royal  family 
of  Portugal,  seemed   to  have   fully  corres- 
ponded with   the   views   of  the    emperor, 
and  there  is  reason   to  think  that  his  impe- 
rial majesty  promised  himself  a  similar  suc- 
cess in  Spain. — But  he  must  have  been  very 
ignorant  of  the  Spanish  character  to  flatter 
himself  with   such   expectations.     Scarcely 
had  the  fjrst  reports  gone  abroad  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  royal  family  to  abandon  their 
residence,  a  rssclution  clearly  indicated  by 
the  many  preparations  which  were  going  on, 
when  discontent  and  fear  were    depicted    in 
the  most  lively  colours  in  the  features  of  all 
UiS  inhabitants  of   the  capital,  and  of  al] 


ranks   and  classes  of  persons.     Thi-  aJone 
was  sufncient  to  induce  th^ir  insjestivs  fo 
refute  the  rumour,  and  to  ji.^'^^ure  the  pcopla 
that  the}'  would  not  ab  indon  them. — Never-  ' 
theless,  such  was  the  genera!  distrust,  sucli 
the  magniru^dc  of  t!ie  evils  v/hich  must  have 
rcsultetl,     and     such     and    so     many     the 
symptoms    of    a     determination    to    eir/i- 
grate,  that    every    one  .was  on  the   alert, 
and    all    seemed    to    be     impre?ised     with 
the    necessity    of    preventing     a    mea^uve 
pregnant   with   so    m-any    mischiefs.      The 
danger  increasec4,  and  the  f-arH  ^  f  the  pub- 
lic  kept   pace   with  it.     The   consequenca 
was,     that    the    commotions   of  Aranjcez, 
on  the  17th  and  ig\U  of  March,  burst  forth 
like  a  sudden  explosion  ;  the  people  being 
led  by  a  sort  of  instinct  of  self-preservation. 
The   result  was,  the  imprisonment   <.f  tlie 
Favourite,  who,  without  the  title  of  king, 
had  exercised   all  the  functions  of  royalty. 
— Scarcely  had  this  tempestuous  scene  taken 
place,  when  the  royal  parents,  finding  them- 
seJvcs  deprived  of  the  support  of  their  Fa- 
vourite, took  the  unexpected  but  voluntary 
resolution  which  they  had  for  some  time  en- 
tertained to  ■abdicate  their  throne,  as  they 
accordingly  did,  in  favour  of  their  son  and 
heir  the  Princs  of  Asturias.—The  emperor, 
ignorant  of  this  sadden  event,  and  perhaps 
never   supposing   that   the   Spaniards   were 
capable   of  displaying  such   resolution,  had 
ordered  prince  Murat  to  advance  with   his 
army  towards  Madrid,  under  the  idea  that 
the  royal  family  were  already  on  the  coast, 
and  on    the  point  of  embarking,  and   that 
far  from  meeting    the  slightest   obstacle  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  all  of  them  would 
receive  him   with  open  arms,  as  their  de- 
liverer and  guardian  angel.     He  conceived, 
that  the  nation   was  in  the  highest  degree 
dissatisfied  with  their  goveriiment,  and  never 
reflected    that    they    were    only   dissatisfied 
with   the  abuses  which  had  crept  into  the 
administraticn-of  it.— The  instant  the  grand 
duke  of   Berg  was  apprised  of  the  occur- 
rences at  Aranjuez,  he  advanced  with    his 
wdiole  army  to  occupy  the   capiital   of  tha 
kingdom  j    intending,    no    doubt,    to   profit 
by   the  occasion,  and  to   take  such  steps  as 
should  be  best  calculated  to  realize,  by  any 
means,  the  plan  of  making   himself  master 
of  Spain. — In    the  meanwiiile,  tlie   myste- 
rious obscurity    of  the  em.peror's   projects, 
the  proximity   of  his   troops,  and  the  igna- 
,  ranee  in   which  Ferdinand  VII.   was  of  the 
real  object    <  f  the   emperor's  approach,  in- 
duced the  king  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
appeared  to  his  majesty  best  calculated   to 
conciliate   the   good  will   of    the   emperor. 
Not  satisfied  with  having  cocnmunicateU  hia  . 
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accession  to  the  throne  in  the  most  friendly 
and  affectionate  terms,  the  king  appointed  a 
depntation  of  three  graiv.lces  of  Spain  to 
proceed  to  Bayonne,  and  in  liis  uame  to  com- 
pliment his  imperial  majesty.  He  also  ap- 
pointed another  grandee  of  Spain  to  pay  a 
similar  comp'imenl  to  the  gr.ind  duke  of 
Berg,  who  had  already  arrived  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Madrid. — One  of  the  contrivances 
■which  the  French  agent  immediately  had 
recourse  to,  was  to  assure  the  king,  and  to 
spread  the  rumour  in  all  quarters,  that  his 
imperial  majesty's  arrival  might  be  expecled 
every  moment.  Under  this  impression,  the 
necessary  orders  were  given  for  preparing 
apartments  in  the  palace  suitable  to  the  dig- 
nity of  so  august  a  guest ;  and  the  king 
wrote  again  to  the  emperor,  how  agreeable 
it  would  be  to  him  to  be  personally  acquaint- 
ed with  his  majesty,  and  to  assure  him  with 
his  own  lips,  of  his  ardent  wishes  to  strength- 
en more  and  more  the  alliance  which  sub- 
sisted between  the  two  sovereigns. — The 
grand  dake  of  Berg  had  in  the  meanlime 
entered  Madrid,  at  the  head  of  his  troops. 
He  was  no  sooner  acfjuaiuted  with  the  state 
of  afi'air*,  than  he  began  to  sow  discord. 
He  spoke  in  a  mysterious  manner  of  the 
abdication  of  the  crown,  executed  by  the 
royal  father  in  favour  of  his  son,  amidst 
the  tumults  of  Aranjucz,  and  gave  it  to  be 
understood,  that  until  the  emperor  had  ac- 
knowledged Ferd.  VII.  it  was  impos.'-.iblc 
for  L'm  to  take  any  step  that  should  appear 
like  an  acknowledgement,  and  that  he  must 
be  under  the  necessity  of  treating  only  with 
the  royal  father. — This  pretext  did  not  fail 
to  produce  the  efl'ect  which  the  grand  duke 
intended.  The  royal  parents,  the  moment 
they  were  informed  ot  this  circumstance, 
availed  themselves  of  it  to  save  the  Favourite, 
who  remained  in  confinement,  and  in  whose 
favour  prince  Murat  professed  to  take  an 
interest,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  flattering 
their  majesties,  mortifying  Ferd.  VII.  and 
sowing  frebh  matter  of  discord  between 
the  parents  and  the  son. —  In  this  state  of 
things,  the  new  king  made  his  public  entry 
into  Madrid,  without  any  other  parade  than 
the  most  numerous  concourse  of  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  capital  and  its  environs, 
the  strongest  expressions  of  love  and  loyalty, 
and  the  ap[>l  luses  and  acclamations  which 
sprang  from  the  joy  and  I'nlljnsiasm  of  his 
subjects — a  scene  truly  grand  and  impressive, 
in  which  the  yonug  king  was  seen  like  a 
father  in  the  midst  of  his  children,  entering 
his  capital  as  the  regenerator  and  guardian 
angel  of  the  monarchy. — The  duke  of  Berg 
was  an  eye  witness  of  tins  scene  ;  but  far 
from  abandoning  his  plan,  he  resolved  to 


persist  in  it  with  greater  ardour.  The  expe- 
riment upon  the  loyal  parents  produced  the 
desired  effect  ;  bvH  whilst  the  beloved  king, 
who  came  to  the  throne  under  such  good 
ausjiices,  contimied  to  be  present,  it  was 
impossible  to  carry  the  plan  into  exeeuti(ni. 
It  was,  therefore,  n .cessary  to  make  every 
effort  to  remove  Ividinand  VII.  fr.m  Ma- 
drid. --To  accomplish  this  purpose,  the  grand 
duke  every  moment  spread  reports  of  the 
arrival  of  a  fresh  courier,  with  accounts  of 
the  emperor's  departure  from  Paris,  and  that 
he  might  be  sj)eedily  expected  to  arrive  in 
this  capital.  He  directed  his  efforts  in  the 
first  instance  to  induce  the  infant- Don  Car- 
los to  set  oft"  to  receive  his  imperial  majesty, 
upon  the  supposition  that  his  highness  must 
meet  him  betbre  he  had  proceeded  two  days 
upon  his  journey.  His  majesty  acceded  to 
the  proposal,  being  infiueneed  by  the  purest 
and  most  beneficent  intentions.  He  had 
no  sooner  succeeded  in  procuring  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Infant,  than  he  manifested  the 
moi>t  anxious  desire  that  the  King  should  do 
the  same,  leaving  no  means  untried  to  per- 
suade his  majesty  to  take  this  step,  and  as- 
suring him  that  it  would  be  attended  by  the 
most  happy  consequences  to  the  king  and 
the  whole  kingdom. — At  the  same  time  that 
the  grand  duke  of  Berg,  the  ambassador,  and 
all  the  other  agents  of  France,  were  pro- 
ceeding in  this  comse,  they  were,  on  the 
other  side,  busiiy  employed  with  the  royal 
parents  to  procure  from  them  a  formal  pro- 
text  against  the  abdication  of  the  crown, 
which  they  had  executed  spontaneously  and 
with  the  accustomed  solemnities,  in  favour 
of  their  son  and  legitimate  heir. — His  ma- 
jesty being  incessantly  urged  to  go  to  meet 
the  etnperor,  painfully  hesitated  between  the 
necessity  of  ptrforming  an  act  of  courtesy  to 
his  ally,  which  he  was  assured  would  be  at- 
tended with  such  advantageous  results,  and 
his  reluctance  to  abandon  his  loyal  and  be- 
loved people  under  such  critical  circum- 
stances.— In  this  embarrassing  situation,  I 
can  assert,  that  my  constant  opinion,  as  the 
kiiig's  minister,  was,  that  his  majesty  should 
not  leave  his  capital  until  he  received  certain 
information  that  the  em[)eror  was  already  ar- 
rived in  Spain,  aud  was  approaching  Madrid  j 
and  that  even  then,  he  should  only  proceed 
to  a  distance  so  short  as  not  to  render  it  ne- 
cessary to  sleep  one  night  out  of  his  capital. 
— His  majesty  for  some  days  per.sisted  in  the 
resolution  of  not  quitting  Madrid  until  he 
received  certain  advice  of  the  emperor's  aj)- 
proach  ;  and  he  would  liave  probably  con- 
tinued in  that  determination,  had  not  the  ar- 
rival of  general  Savary  added  greater  weight 
to  the  reiterated  solicilatious  of  the  grand 
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duke,  and  the  ambassador  Beatihnrnois. — 
General  Savory  was  announced  as  envoy 
from  the  emperor,  and  in  that  capacity  dc- 
n^anded  an  audience  from  his  raajobfy, 
which  was  immediately  granted.  At  this 
audience,  he  professed  that  he  was  sent  by  the 
etnperor  merely  to  compliment  his  majesty, 
and  to  know  whether  his  sentiments  vvitii 
respect  to  France  were  conformable  to  those 
cf  the  king-  his  father,  iii  which  case  the 
emperor  would  forego  all  consideration  of 
what  had  passed,  would  in  no  degree  inter- 
fere in  the  internal  concerns  of  the  kingdom, 
and  would  imtnediately  recognize  his  majes- 
ty as  king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies. — The 
most  satisfactory  answer  was  given  to  gene- 
rat  Savary,  and  the  conversation  was  con- 
tinued in  terms  so  flattering,  ~that  nothing 
more  could  have  been  desired.  The  audience 
terminated  with  an  assurance  upon  his  part, 
that  the  etnperor  had  already  left  Paris,  that 
he  was  near  Bayonne,  and  on  his  way  to 
Madrid. — Scarcely  had  he  left  the  audience 
chamber,  when  he  began  te  make  the  most 
urgent  applications,  to  induce  liis  majesty  to 
meet  the  emperor,  assuring  him  that  this  at- 
tention would  be  very  grateful  and  flattering 
to  his  imperial  majesty  ;  and  he  asserted  so 
repeatedly,  and  in  such  positive  terms,  that 
the  emperor's  arrival  might  be  expected 
cveiy  moment,  that  if  was  impossible  not  to 
give  credit  to  his  assertions.  It  was  in  fact 
very  hard  to  suspect  that  a  general,  the  envoy 
of  an  emperor,  should  have  come  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  deception. — The  king  at 
length  yielded  to  so  many  solicitations,  and 
so  many  flattering  hopes  and  assurances;  and 
his  love  of  his  subjects,  and  ardent  desire  to 
contribute  to  their  happiness,  by  putting  an 
end  to  this  dreadful  crisis,  triumphed  in  his 
generous  heart  over  every  feeling  of  repug- 
nance and  apprehension. — The  day  appoint- 
ed for  his  majesty's  departure  arrived.  Ge- 
neral Savary,  affecting  the  most  zealous  and 
assiduous  attention  to  his  majesty,  solicited 
the  honour  of  accompanying  him  on  his 
journey,  which,  at  the  farthest,  could  only 
extend  to  Burgos,  according  to  the  informa- 
tion which  he  had  just  received  of  the  em- 
peror's approach. — Duiinghis  absence,  sup- 
posed to  be  only  for  a  few  days,  the  king 
left  at  Madrid  a  supreme  junta  of  govern- 
ment, consisting  of  the  secretaries  of  state, 
and  presided  over  by.  his  uncle,  the  most  se-  • 
reiie  infant  Don  Antonio,  in  order  that  the 
urgent  atfairs  of  the  government  shguld  be 
attended  to. -^General  Savary  followed  him 
to  BurgoSj  in   a  separate  can  iage;   but  the 


emperor  not  having  arrived  there,  he  use"! 
every  exertion  to  induce  his  maje-^ty  to  ccn- 
tinue  his  journey  as  far  as  Vittoria.  Vari- 
ous discu.ssions  arose  as  to  tiie  course  which 
ought  to  be  pursued;  bur  artifice  and  perfi- 
dy contended  with  hoiT',ur,  innocence,  and 
good  taith;  and,  in  so  unequal  a  strife,  Ihe 
same  benevolent  intentions  which  drew  his 
majesty  from  his  capital  urged  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  Vittoria. — General  Savary,  convinc- 
ed that  his  majesty  had  resolved  to  proceed 
no  farther,  continued  his  journey  to  Bay- 
onne with  the  intention  undoubtedly  of  ac- 
quainting the  etnperor  of  all  that  had  passed, 
and  of  procuring  a  letter  from  him  which 
should  determine  the  king  to  separate  him- 
self from  his  people. — At  Vittoria  his  ma- 
jesty received  information  that  the  empe- 
ror arrived  at  Bourdeaux,  and  was  on  his 
way  to  Bayonne.  In  consequence  of 
this  advice,  the  infant  Don  Carlo?,  who 
had  been  waiting  at  Tolosa,  proceeded 
on  to  Bayonne,  whither  he  had  been  invited 
by  the  emperor,  who,  however,  delayed 
his  arrival  some  days  longer. — Nothing  par- 
ticular occurred  at  Vittoria,  except  that 
the  supreme  junta  of  government  at  Madrid, 
having  written  that  the  Grand  Duke  of  Berg 
had  imperiously  demanded  that  the  Favourite 
should  be  released  and  placed  in  his  hands, 
his  majesty  did  not  think  proper  to  comply 
with  this  demand  ;  and  in  communicating 
thi^  determination  to  the  junta  of  govern- 
ment, enjoined  them  to  enter  into  no  ex- 
planation with  the  grand  duke  respecting  the 
fate  of  the  prisoner  (3). — In  the  meantin.e, 
general  Savary  concerted  with  the  emperor 
in  what  manner  th<y  should  prepare  to  give 
the  finishing  blow;  and  while  ilic  French 
troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Vittoria  were  ma- 
king suspicious  movements,  he  m:ide  his 
appearance' in  that  city,  with  the  letter  No. 
3,  to  his  mnjesty  from  the  emperor. — To 
the  contents  of  this  letter,'  which  were 
neither  flattering  nor  decorous,  general  Sa- 
vary ddded  so  many  and  such  vehement  pro- 
testations of  the  interest  -^^-hich  the  emperor 
took  in  the  welfare   of  his  majesty,  and  of 

(3)  Everv  body  knows  that  the  prisoner 
was  at  length  delivered  up  to  the  French 
and  conducted  under  an  escort  by  them  to 
Bayonne.  This  step  was  solely  owing  to  an 
order  from  the  junta  of  government  yielding 
to  imperious  circumstances  and  the  peremp- 
tory menaces  of  the  grand  duke,  as  is  stated 
more  at  large  in  the  appendix  to  this  pub- 
lication. 
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Spam,  that  he  evfcn  went  so  far  as  to  say:  j  ing  what  could  be  the  meaning  of  a  recep- 
'  I  will  suffer  my  head  to  be  cut  off,  if,  '  tion  that  he  so  little  expected,  when  he  was 
'  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour   of  your  ma-   |  infonnt-d  that  the  emperor  was   coming   to 

*  jesty's   arrival  at   Bayonne,    the  emperor 

*  shiill  not  have  recognized  you  gs   king  of 
*■  Spain  and  the  indies.     To  support  his  own 

*  consis'.encv,    he  will    probably   begin    by 
'  g'^'ifi^  yo'^'  ''^'^  "fl^  "f  highness,  but  in  five 

*  minutes  he  uill  give  you  that  of  mnjesty, 

*  and  in  three  days  every  thing  will  be  set- 

*  tied,    anil  your   majesty   may   return    to 
'  Sp;un  immediately.' — His   majesty,  how- 
ever, hesitated  as  to  the   course    which    he 
should   take ;    but  an.xious   to   redeem   the 
pledge  winch  he  had  given,  and,  above  all, 
to  relieve  his  beloved  subjects  from  t-he  cruel 
anxiety    in   which   they   were,  he  banished 
from  his  heart  every   apprehension  of  dan- 
ger, and  shut  his  ears  against  my  coun.sels, 
and  those  of  other  persons   in   his   train,  as 
well  as  to  the  supplications  of  that  loyal  city, 
and  determined  to  proceed  to  Bayonne  ;   his 
royal    mind   beuig  incapable  of   suspecting 
that  a  sovereign,  his  ally,  should  invite  him 
as  a  guest,  for  the  purpose  of  making  him  a 
pri>oner,  and  of  patting  an  end  to  a  dynas- 
ty, which,  so  far  iVom  having  offended  him, 
had  given  him  so  many  stiiking  proofs  of  its 
friendship, — Scarcely    had   his   majesty   set 
foot  on  the  French  territory,    when    he   re- 
marked th.'it  no  one  came  to   receive  him, 
until,  at  his  arrival  at  Sr  Jei^n  v*!e   Luz.  the 
mayor  made  his  appearance,  attended  by  the 
nninicipaiity.      '1  he  carriage  stopped,    and 
he  addressed  his  majesty  w;ili  the  most  lively 
expressions  of  the  joy  he  felt  at  having  the 
honour  of  being  the  first  to  receive  a  king, 
who  was  the  friend  and  ally   of    France.— 
SlH)rtly  aftfr,  he  was  met  by  the  deputation 
of  the  tiire'^   Grandees  of  Spain,  who  had 
been  sent  off  to  meet  the  emperor  5  and  their 
representation,  with  respect  to  the  intentions 
of  lh»  emperor,  w:is   not  the    most  flatter- 
ing.       He    was,    however,    now  too  near 
Bayonne    to  think  of  changing  his   course, 
and  he  therefore  contiiuied   his  journey. — 
There  came  out  to  meet  the  king  the  prince 
of  i\'ei;(chatel  and    Dnroc,  marshal  of  the 
pjlace,   with  a  detachment  of  the  guard   of 
lionour  wliich  the  citizens  of  Bayonne  had 
fovmeJ  to  attend  the  emperor,  and  they  in- 
vited his  m.jesty   to  enter  ^ayonne,  where 
a  place  had  been  prepared  for  his  residence. 
T"hi->  residence  appearv>d  to  all,  and  was  in 
reality,  but  little  suitable  to  the  rank  of  the 
anguil   guest   who  was  to  occupy  it.     This 
Remarkable  and  ex|)ressive  neglect  formed  a 
.singidar  con;ract  uiili  the  studied    magnifi- 
cenre  wliich   me  king  had  employed  in  ma- 
king   -K^  preparations  at  Madrid  (or  the  re- 
ception of  his  ally. — His  majesty  was  duubl- 


pay  him  a  visit.  His  imperial  majesty  ar- 
rived, accompanied  by  a  number  of  his  ge- 
nerals. The  king  went  down  to  the  street- 
door  to  receive  hiiTj,  and  both  monarchs  em- 
braced each  other  with  every  token  of 
friendship  and  affection.  The  emperor  staid 
but  a  short  time  with  his  majesty,  and  they 
embraced  each  other  again  at  parting. — Soon 
after  marshal  Duroc  came  to  invite  the  king 
to  dine  with  his  imperial  majesty,  whose 
carriages  were  coming  to  convey  his  majes- 
ty to  the  palace  of  Marac  :  this  accordingly 
took  place.  The  emperor  came  as  far  as 
the  coach-steps  to  receive  his  majesty,  em- 
braced him  again,  and  led  him  by  the  hand 
to  the  apartment  provided  for  him. — The 
king  had  no  sooner  returned  to  his  residence, 
when  Gen.  Savary  waited  on  his  majesty  to 
inform  him  that  the  emperor  had  irrevocably 
determined  th;;t  the  Bourbon  dynasty  should 
no  longer  reign  in  Spain  ;  that  it  should  be 
succeeded  by  his ;  and  therefore  his  impe- 
rial majesty  required  that  the  king  should, 
in  his  own  name  and  that  of  all  his  family, 
renounce  tlie  crown  of  Spain  and  the  Indies, 
in  favour  of  the  dynasty  of  Buonaparte. — It 
would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  surprize^ 
with  which  the  royal  mind  of  his  majesty 
was  affected,  and  the  consternation  with 
which  all  those  who  were  nearest  to  his  person 
were  struck  at  hearing  of  such  a  proposition, 
his  majesty  was  not  yet  recovered  from  the 
fatigues  of  a  toiKome  journey,  when  the 
same  man  who  had  niade  him  so  many  pro- 
testations of  security  at  Madrid  and  on  the 
road,  who  had  drawn  him  from  his  capital 
and  his  kingdom  to  Bayonne,  t>n  pretence  of 
adjusting  matters  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  both  states,  and  of  his  being  recognised 
by  his  imperial  majesty,  had  the  audiicity  to 
be  the  bearer  of  so  scandalous  a  proposal.— 
On  the  following  day,  I  was  sent  for  by  the 
emperor  to  his  royal  palace,  where  1  found 
the  minister  of  foreign  afl-'airs,  M.  Cham- 
pagny,  waiting  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  of 
the  proposals  verbally  stated  by  general 
Savary.  I  instantly  complained  of  the  per- 
fidy with  which  so  important  an  affair  vas 
proceeded  in  ;  representing  that  the  king, 
my  master,  came  to  Bayonne,  relying  on 
the  assurances  given  by  general  Savary,  in 
the  name  of  the  emperor,  and  in  the  pre- 
.sence  of  the  dukes  del  Infantado,  S,  Carlos, 
D.  Juan  Kscoiquiz,  and  myself,  that  his 
imperial  majesty  would  recognize  him  ;rt  the 
very  first  interview  between  the  two  sove- 
reigns in  fho^  imprii;d  palacTe  of  Marac  ;  that 
when  his  maje-Jy  ex|CLted  to  witness  the 
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realization  of  this  promised  recognition,  he 
was  surprised   with  the  propositions  above 
alluded  to  ;  and  that  his  majesty  hart  auho- 
rised  me  to  protest  against  the  violence  done 
to    his  person,    in   nut    permitting    him  to 
return  to   Spain  ;  and  as  a  categorical  and 
iinal   answer  to  the  solicitation  of  the  en» 
peror,  that  the  king  neither  would  nor  could 
I'enojnce   his   crown    in  favour  ot  another 
dynasty,  without  being  watrting  in  the  du- 
ties which  he  owed  to  his  subjects  and  to  his 
own  character  ;   thnt  he  could  not  do  so  in 
prejudice    to   the    individuals   of    his    own 
family,  who  w«re  called  to  the  succession  by 
the    fundamental   laws   of    the    kingdom  j 
and    much    less   could    Iw3   consent   to   the 
establishment   of    another  dynasty,    which 
ought    alone   to   be    called    to  the    throne 
by    the  Spanish  nation,    in  virtue  of  their 
original   right  to  elect  another  family  upon 
the    termination   of  the  present  dynasty.— 
The  minister  of  foreign   affairs  insisted  on 
the  necessity  cf  the  renunciation  which  had 
been  proposed,  and  contended  that  the  abdi- 
cation  signed   by  Ch.    IV,  on  the  lijth  of 
March,  had  not  been  voluntary,— [  expressed 
my  surprise  that  the  king  should  be  impor- 
tuned to  renounce  his  crown,  at  the  same 
moment  that  it  was  asserted  that  the  renun- 
ciation of  his  father  was  not  his  free  act.     I 
wished  however  not  to  be  understood  as  en- 
tering into  such  a  discussion,  as  I  could  not 
acknowledge  the  smallest  authority  in  the 
emperor  to  intermeddle  with  matters  which 
were  purely  domestic,  and  peculiarly  belong- 
ing to  the    Spanish   government  ;  following 
in  this  respect  the  example  of  the  cabinet  of 
Paris,  when  it  rejected  as  inadmissible  the 
applications  of  his  majesty,  the  royal  father, 
in    favour   of  his  ally  and  first   cousin  the 
unfortunate  Louis  XVI. — Nevertheless,  de- 
sirous of  giving  to    truth  and  innocence  a 
testimony    which    they   alone    had   a   ri^ht 
to  exxt,  I  added,  that  three   weeks   before 
the  disturbance  at  Aranjuez,  Ch.  IV.  in  my 
presence,  and  that  of  all  the  other  ministers 
of  state,  addressed  her  majesty  the  queen, 
in  these  words  :   "  Maria   Louisa^  we  will 
*'  retire  to  one  of  the  provinces,  where  we 
**  will   pass   our  days  in  tranquillity  ;  and 
"  Ferdinand,  who  is  a  young  man,  wUl  take 
"  upon  himself  the  burden  of  the  goveiu- 
*'  ment." — I  represeftted  to  h'^,  that,  on 
the  17th,   13th,  and  Iptb,  no  violence  was 
done  to  his   majesty,  in  order  to  extort  an 
abdication  of  his  crown,  either  by  the  people 
who  had  risen  purely  from  the  apprehension 
that   his   majesty  was  going  to   remove  to 
Seville,  and  thence  to  America  ;  or  on   the 
part    of  his   son,  the  prince  of  Asturias,  or 
any  ether  persons  ;  of  which  facta  the  mi- 


nisters of  the  corps  diphmaticjue,  as  well  as 
all  the  persons  about  the  court,  were  fully 
convinced,  since  all  of  tliem  congratulated 
and  complimented  the  new  sovereign,  with 
rlie  exception  of  the  French  ambassador, 
ulio  pretended  ihat  he  had  not  been  fur- 
nished with  the  necessary  instructions,  dis- 
regarding the  example  of  his  colleagues, 
who  were  as  little  provided  with  instruciions 
from  their  respective  courts  — I  concluded 
with  proving  to  hiai  that  ihe  renuncii  tion  of 
the  royal  father  was  only  the  consequence  of 
his  majesty's  predilection  for  the  tranquillity 
of  a  private  life,  and  his  persuasion  that  his 
consLitutian,  enfeebled  by  age  and  habitual 
indisposition,  was  incompetent  to  support 
the  heavy  burden  of  the  government. — This 
irrelevant  objection  having  been  got  rid  of, 
Mr.  Charapagny  stated,  that  the  emperor 
could  never  be  sure  of  Spain,  in  case  of  a 
new  war  with  the  powers  of  the  north, 
while  the  Spanish  nation  continued  to  be 
governed  by  a  dynasty,  wiio  must  regret  to 
see  its  elder  branch  expelled  from  the  mo- 
narchy of  France. — I  answered,  that  in  a 
regular  system  of  things,  such  prepossessions 
never  prevailed  over  the  interests  of  states, 
and  that  the  political  conduct  of  Ch.  IV. 
since  the  treaty  of  Basle,  atforded  a  recent 
proof  that  sovereigns  paid  little  regard  to 
family  interests,  when  (hey  were  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  interests  ot  their  dominions  ; 
thatthe  friendship  between  Spain  and  France 
was  fouivled  in  local  and  poiticil  consider- 
ations ;  that  the  topographical  sifr.ation  of 
the  two  kingdoms  was  of  itself  snfticient  ta 
demonstrate  how  important  it  was  for  Spain 
to  preservea  good  understanding  with  France, 
the  only  state  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
with  which  she  had  direct  and  very  exten- 
sive relations,  and  consequently  that  every 
reason  of  policy  induced  Spain  to  maintain 
a  perpetual  peace  with  France  Besides, 
what  ground  of  suspicion  had  the  emperor 
with  re<?pect  to  a  nation,  who.  to  consider- 
ations of  interest,  add  the  inflexible  and 
religious  integrity  with  which  at  all  periods, 
according  to  the  admission  of  French  wriiers 
themselves,  they  had  preserved  their  fede- 
rative system  ? — I  added,  that  there  were 
reasons  no  less  important  why  France  should 
not  endanger  the  continuance  of  ihat  har- 
mony which  prevailed  since  the  treaty  cf 
Basle,  with  equal  advantage  to  herself  and 
to  Spain;  thit  the  Spanish  nntion,  whose 
generosity  and  affection  for  their  sovereigns 
were  proverbial,  if  from  a  principle  of  fide- 
lity they  had  subifiitted  to  the  c.ip'ices  of 
despotism,  when  covered  with  the  veil  of 
majesty,  would,  from  the  operation  of  the 
same  principle,    display   their   well-kuown 
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valour,  when  they  saw  Jheir  indepcndtncc, 
and  the  security  of  their  he'.oved  sovereign, 
violated  ;  that  if  unforlunaiely  France  bh();;id 
commit  so  atrocious  an  insult,  that  power 
would  lose  an  ally  whose  armies,  fleet,  and 
treasure,  had  in  a  great  measure  contributed 
to  her  triumpl^.s ;    that  England,  which  had 
in  vain  atteinj)^  to  shake  the  good  faith  of 
the  Spanish    cabinet,    fur   the    purpose    of 
separating  her  from  France,  would  avail  her- 
self of  such   a   conjuncture  to  diminish  the 
force   of  her  enemy,  and  to  auq^ment   her 
own,    by    pacific    relations    with    n    power 
which  she  would  assist  with  money  and  with 
her  forces  by  land  and  sea,  in  llie  glorious 
enterprise  of  defending  our   independence, 
and  the   security  of  our  king  and  natut'al 
lord  ;    that   the  feeble   colonies   of   France 
would  not  in   that  event  find  the  maritime 
forces  of  Spain  employed  in  obstructing  the 
plans  of  conc^uest  entertained  by  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  that  the  commerce  of  that  power 
must  inevitably  come  into  competition  at  the 
Spanish  market  with   the   French  merchan- 
dize, which   is   now  peculiarly  favoured. — 
Besides  these  considerations,  having  a  direct 
relation    to  the  interests  of  both  states,    I 
expatiated  on  others  no  less  cogent,    and 
connected  with  the  cliarncter  of  th.e  French 
cabinet.— I  reminded  the  minister,  that,  on 
the  27th  Oct.  last,  a   treaty  was  signed  at 
Fontainbleau,    wher'ein  the   emperor  guar, 
ranteed  the  independence  and  integrity  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy  as  it  then  was ;  that 
jiothing   had    since   occurred   whicli    could 
justify  Its  infraction  :   on  the  contrary,  that 
Spain  hpd  continued  to  add   new  claims  to 
the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  the  French 
empire,  a«  his  imperial  m:;jc'sty  himself  had 
'confessed,  by  the  praises  wiilch  he  bestowed 
-  on  the  good  tbith  and  constant  friendship  of 
his  intimate  and  first  ally.    What  confidence, 
I  added,  can   Europe   place  in   her  treaties 
with  Fiance,  when  she  looks  to  the  perfidy 
with  wi'ich  that  of  tlie  27th   of  Oct.  has 
been    violated  ?     And   whrit   must    be  her 
terror  when  she  sees  the  captiotis  means,  the 
seductive  artifices,  and  the  false  promises,  by 
which  his  imperial  majesty  has  confined  the 
king  in    the  city   of  Eayonne,  in  order  to 
despoil   him   of  the  crown   to  which,  with 
the  inexpressible  j)y  of  his  people,   he  lias 
been  ciflled  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  spontaneous  abdication  of 
his  august  father.      Posterity  will  not  believe 
that  the  emperor  cotdd  have  given  so  great  a 
blow   to  his   own    reputation,    the   loss   of 
which  will   leave  no  other   n)eans  of  con- 
cluding a  war  with    him,  than  tiint  of  total 
destruction   and   extermination. — This   was 
the  stale  of  the  discussion,  when  the  em- 


peror, who  liad'  overheard  cur  conference' 
ordered  us  to  enter  his  own  cabinet,  where, 
to   uiy  great  surprise,  1  was  insulted  by  his 
imperial  majesty  with  the  intan-ous  appel- 
lation of  traitor,  upon  no  other  ground,  than 
that^  having  been  minister  to  Ch.  IV,  I  cor>-  - 
tinned  to  serve  his  son  Ferd.  VII,     He  alsa 
accused   me,  in   an  angry  tone,  of  having 
maintained,  in  an   ofhcial  conference   with 
General  Mention,  that  my  iraaster,  in  ordes 
\o  his  being  king  of  Spain,  did  not  stand  in 
need  of  the   recognition   of   the  emperor, 
although   that   might  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  continue  his  relations  with   the  French 
government. —  His   imperial   mnjeety   mani- 
fested still  greater   irritation  on   account   of 
my  having  said  to  a  foreign  minister,  accre- 
dited  to   the  court  of  Spain,    that  if  the 
French   army  oPered  any  violation  lo    the 
integrity  and  independence  of  the  Spanish 
sovereignty,    300,000  men  would  coinincf^ 
them  that  a  brave  and  generous  nation  was 
not  to   be  insulted   with   impunity. — After 
this  ill   treatment  which  I  met  with,  which 
was  as  sati.->factory  to  my  own  feelings,  011 
account  of  the  real  causes  of  it,  as  it  was 
pauiful  on   account  of  tlie  royal  personage, 
wliose  iiiterests  were  in  (]".es!ion,  his  impe- 
rial majesty,  with  his  natural  aspeiity,  entered 
into  a  conversation  upon  lie   points  which 
had   already  been   r'iscusced.-    He   was  not 
in.sensible   to  the    strength  of  niy   reasons, 
and  the  soliditv  of  the  arguments  by  wh'-ch 
1    supported   the  righis   of    the   king.    His 
dynasty,    and   the  whole   nation  j    but  his 
majesty  concluded  by  telling  me,   "  J  have 
"  a  system  of  policy  r>f  rnji  oun.      Yo-'t  ought 
"  to    cdnpt    viore  lileral  ideas  ;  to  he  less 
""■  siis'ct'pliHc  on   t!u'  p''if!t   nf  honour,  and 
"  nntf  SdCriJlrc  the  prospn  ity  of  Spain  to  the 
"  interest    of   the  Bourlon  famih/." — His 
majesty,,  distrusting  the   apparent    compla- 
cency with  which   I   received  the  attention 
which  he  was  pleased  to  shew  me,  as  I  was 
taking  leave  of  him,  sect  lo  inform  the  king, 
that  upon  the  subject  under  discussion  a  more 
flcxlb!encgeci;!tor  would  be  necessary.  Whilst 
his  majesty  was  consideiing  whom  he  should 
appoint  to  succeed  me   In   this  negociation, 
one  of  the  many  puppets  who  played  their 
part,^  in  this  intrigue,  introduced  himself  to 
the  Archdeacon  D.  Juan  de  Escoiquiz,  and 
persuaded  him  to  pay  a  visit  to  (he  minister 
Chainpngny.      He  accordingly  went,  under 
the  in'pidse  of  a  most  zealous  regard  for  the 
interests  of  his  majesty,  and   prevailed  on 
the  minister  of  the  foreign  affairs,  to  com- 
municate  to  him   the  most  recent  "propo- 
sitions  of    tlic    emperor,    which    the   said 
Seignor    Kscolquiz    immediately   put   inta 
writing,  and  a  literal  copy  cf  them  will  b* 
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found  in  No.  4,  of  the  annexed  documents, 
—la  this  .state  of  things,  his  majesiV,  in>- 
pressed  with  the  q\i;ilities  which  adorn  the 
mu-.t  excellent  Seignor,  Don  Pedro  de  La- 
brador, lovmerly  minister  to  the  court  vf 
Florence,  and  honorary  councillor  of  state, 
invested  lum  witu  full  powers  and  suitable 
instruciions,  which  may  be  seen  in  No.  '4, 
ordering  him  to  present  them  to  the  minister 
of  foreign  attairs,  and  to  demand  liis  foil 
powers  in  return,  and  that  the  proposals  of 
his  imperial  majesty  should  be  communica- 
ted in  an  anthentic  manner.  Both  those  de- ' 
mands  were  rejected  by  the  minister  Cham- 
pagny,  under  the  frivolous  pretext  that 
'  they  it-^re  matters  of  form,  leing  tvholli/ 
'  unconnected  ivltJi  the  essential  object  of  the 
'  negociaiion.' — Seignor  Labrador  insisted 
on  the  importance  of  both  the  one  and  the' 
other  requisites,  especially  in  a  matter  of 
sueh  great  consequence,  adding  that  without 
them  iie  could  discuss  no  subject,  and  that 
the  king  his  master  required  them  to  vary 
the  instructions,  if  necessary,  that  had  been 
given  him;  but  always  in  vain.  Notwith- 
standing this,  Seignor  Cbampagny  talked  of 
the  ia^it  propositions  of  the  emperor,  which 
were  somewhat  different  from  those  pre- 
.sented'  by  general  Savary,  but  not  less  irrita- 
ting and  violeiit  ;  and  he  concluded  with 
telling  Seignor  Labrador  that  the  prosperity 
of  Spain  and  his  own  were  at  that  moment 
within  his  power. — Thks  minister  answered 
that  he  would  communicate  to  the  king  his 
master  these  new  proposals.  He  made  those 
reflections  upon  them  which  his  talents,  his 
ijeal  for  the  service  of  his  sovereign,  and  for 
flie  good  of  his  country,  naturally  ST::ggest- 
ed  ;  and  he  stated  that  the  welfare  of  his 
sovereign,  and  that  of  the  nation,  were  in- 
separably united.  Lie  added,  tiiat  to- these 
two  objects  he  had  directed  all  his  attention 
an  various  situations  ;  and,  lastly,  he  said 
that  he  readily  admitted  that  his  own  pros- 
perity depended  on  the  issue,  because  his 
fidelity  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  to  his  na- 
tive country,  as  well  as  the  reputation  he 
had  acquired  by  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  duty,  were  connected  with  it.  'Seignor 
Labrador,  before  he  terminated  the  conver- 
sations asked  M.  Chanipagny  if  the  king 
was  in  a  state  of  liberty  ?  To  which  thb 
French  mmister  replied  that  there  could  hv. 
nodoubt  of  it.     Oa  this,  Labrador  rejoined, 

*  then  he  should  be  restored  to  his  kingd-Vm.' 
To  this  the  Frenchman  replied,  *  that,  in 
'  respect  to  his  return  to  Spain,  it  was  ne- 
'  cessary  that  his  majest)^  should  have  a  right 
'  understanding  with  his  imperial  majesty, 

*  either  personally  or  by  letie'r.'  — This 
answer,  added  to  the  other  circuaisiances, 
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left,  nodoubt  in  the  mind  of  the  king,  that 
he  was  actualfy  at  Bnyonne  in  a  state  of  ar- 
rest ;  however,  to  give  mure  ostensibility 
to  this  violence  extended  towards  his  ma- 
jesty, I  sent  a  note  (No.  5)  by  his  rojal 
order, '['to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
telling  hirh  that  the  king  was  determined 
to  return  to  ?vTadrid,  to  tranquillize  the 
agitation  of  his  beloved  .subjects,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  transaction  of  the  important 
business  o-f  his  kingdom  ;  assuring  M. 
Champagny  at 'the  same  "time,  that  I  would 
continue  to  treat  witii  his  imperial  majesty, 
on  aiLiirs  reciprocally  advantageous.  No 
ans\ver  was  given  to  this  communication, 
nor  ^ad  it  any  other  effect  than  to  increase 
the  caution  and  vigilance  before  applied  for 
the  detention  -of  his  rrtajesty. — Senor  Labra- 
dor was  certainly  not  a  tit  person  for  their 
purposes,  for  he  was  iiiimediately  got  rid 
of  under  the  pretence  of  his  not  holding  a 
rank  corresponding  to  that  of  Monsieur 
Champagny,  and  that  his  natural  disposition 
was  too  inflexible. — The  tricks  of  diplomacy 
could  not  prevail  over  .the  firmness  of  the 
king,  or  the  zeal  of  his  representatives,  and 
the  individuals  of  his  royal  household,  who 
deliberated  at  a  council  (his  majesty  being 
present)  upon  the  interests  of  the  king  and 
the  nation  ;  so  that  the  emperor  saw  him- 
self under  the  necessity  of  changing  his 
plan,  in  order  to  accomplish  his  purpose, 
and  he  wished  that  the  royal  parents  should 
depart  for  Bayonne,  in  order  to  make  them, 
the  instruments'  of  the  opprtssicn  and  dis- 
grace of  their  son.  For  th'is  purpose  he 
ordered  the  Gi'and  Duke  of  Berg  to  employ 
all  his  arts  'tb  accelerate  their  journey  to 
Bayonhe.-— The  royal  parents  required,  that 
the  Favourite  should  precede  them  in  their 
journey,' and 'the  gnind  duke  made  various 
applications  to  the  junta  of  government  to 
obtain  h'is  liberty.  The  jiinta  had  no  autho- 
rity to  liberate  him,  having  in  this  point 
been  laid  under  positive  restraint  by  his  ma- 
jesty's orders  from  Viltoria,  as  Ivis  been  al- 
ready mentioned^  -but  the  council  misled  by 
the  suggestiioHs  of  his  imperial  raajestv,  and 
intimidated  by  the  threat  that  the  grand  duke 
would  obtain  by  ir'esistible  force  what  wouid 
not  be  conceded  as  a  fn-bur,  the  junta  or- 
dered the  release  of  Don  INIanuel  Godoi, 
who  was  immediately  conveyed  to  Bayonne, 
mider'an  adequate  escort.  The  decree  No. 
6,  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  king,  is  an 
authentic  proof  of  the  de'eruiination  of 
his'  majesty  as  to  tlus  pariicul.ir.— — The 
rdj'.al' parents  undertook 'their  journey,  and 
proceeded  in  ic  with  too  n.*  .h  rapidity  for  . 
the'  \i"nhappy  state  of  health  of  Ch.  IV.  ; 
but  the   inexorable  will  of  tl:e  sinDerQr  had 
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determined  that  it  should  be  so.  — What  his 
imperial   majesty   undertook  was  a  mo.st  ar- 
duous task.     It  was  necessary  to  his  purposes 
to  deaden    the  sensibiiiiy   of  the  king ;  to 
destroy  his  affection  for  his  first-born,  which 
the    most   infamous  court  intrigue  ever  con- 
trived had  not  yet  wholly  extinguished.     Fur- 
ther;   it  was  necetisary,  that  these  loving  pa- 
rents, affectionate  to  some  of  their  children, 
should,  with  respect  to  him,  substitute  for 
their  natural  tenderness  the  most  frigid  and 
cruel   indifference.     To  fulfil    the  purposes 
intended   by   Napoleon,  in    the   end,  with 
respect  to   thfi  royal  parents,  they  must  be- 
come the  instruments  of  misery,  correction, 
and  imprisonment  5   they  were  to  become  the 
jailors  of   their   children.     His   power,  by 
triumphing  over  all   the  feelings  of  nature, 
accomplished   his  purposes. —  I  have  proved 
that    the  abdication   of  the   royal   father  at 
Aranjuez   was  a  spontaneous  act.  and  that 
the   motive    to  it    was   the  partiality  of  his 
m;ijesty  towards  his  disgraced  Favourite.     In 
Bayonne,  he  told  the  king,  his  son,  that  he 
did    not   wish   to   return   to  the    throne  of 
Spain  ;  notwithstanding  that,  he  desired  his 
majesty  should  renounce  the  crown,  to  make 
a  present  of  it  to  the  emperor ;   that   is,  to 
present   it   to  a   sovereign,  who,  in  part  at 
least,  has  been  the  origin  of  the  difficulties 
of  Spain,  the  only  cause  of  the  loss  of  our 
squadrons,  the  mover  of  the  disturbances  at 
Court,  and  in  the  nation,  and  of  the  intended 
journey  of  the  royal  family  to  Seville,  and 
from  thence  to  America,  prevented  by  the 
explosion  of  the  17th  of  March. — I  leave  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe  to 
judge  whether  it  be  possible  that  a  monarch, 
affectionate  to  his  children,  highly  enlighten- 
ed, penetrated   deeply  by   the  principles  of 
religion,    and    pious    without   superstition, 
could  without  violence  forget  for  a  moment 
all  his  duties  to  his  family,  and  proscribe  his 
whole  dynasty,  tacall  another  to  the  throne, 
for  whom   he  has  no  esteem,  and,  on  the 
contrary,  detests,  as  the  plunderer  of  those 
thrones   which  have  come  within  the  reach 
of  his  ambition,     if  soch  be  the  change,  it 
is  the   most   extraordinary  revolution    that 
history  has  presented  to  the  world. — Ferdi- 
nand VII.  over-awed,  a  prisoner,  and  ron- 
Irouled  by  circumstances,  on  the  1st  of  May 
made    a   con?litional    renunciatitm    of    his 
crown,  in  favour  of  his  auL;ust  father.    (No. 
7).     To  this  followed  the  letter  of  the  royal 
father  to  his  son   (No.  8),  and  the  very  dis- 
cr>iet  answer  of  the  royal  son  to  the  father, 
(No.  9). — On  »  le  5th  of  the  same  month  of 
*   May,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  eniperor 
went   to  visit  the  royal   parents,  and  ;onti- 
liued  in  couference  until  &ve  o'clockf  wheu 


king  Ferdinand  was  called  in  by  his  august 
father  to  hear,  in  the  presence  of  the  queen 
and  the  emperor,  expressions  so  disgusting 
and  humiliating,  that  I  do  not  dare  to  record 
them.  All  the  party  were  seated  except  king 
Ferdinand,  whom  the  father  ordered  to 
make  an  absolute  renunciation  of  the  crown, 
under  pain  of  being  treated,  with  all  his 
household,  as  an  usurper  of  the  throne, 
and  a  conspirator  against  the  life  of  his  pa- 
rents.—  His  majesty  would  have  preferred 
death  ;  but  desirous  not  to  involve  in  his 
misfortunes  the  number  of  persons  compriz- 
ed in  the  threat  of  Ch.  IV".  he  assented  to 
another  renunciation,  (No.  10),  which  bear* 
on  its  front  all  the  indications  of  constnint 
and  violence,  and  which  in  no  respect  an- 
swers its  purpuse,  to  colour  over  (he  intend- 
ed usurpation  of  the  emperor. — These  are 
the  only  instances  of  renunciation  in  which 
I  have  interfeied  as  minister  and  secretary 
of  state.  That  which  is  spoken  of  at  Bour- 
deaux,  I  have  not  the  least  knowledge  of; 
but  I  know  the  emperor,  in  tile  last  con- 
ference with  king  Ferdinand  VII.  said  to 
his  majesty,  "  Prince,  il  faut  opter  cntre 
"  /a  cession  et  la  morl."  — "  Prince  you 
"  haiie  only  to  choose  delween  cession  and 
**  death." — With  respect  to  the  rest,  the 
whole  world  is  apprized  that  Ch,  IV.  re- 
nounced the  crown  to  the  emperor  at  the 
time  that  the  prince  of  Asturias,  his  brother 
the  infant  Don  Carlos,  and  his  uncle  the  in- 
fant Don  Antonio,  were  forced  to  surrender 
their  rights.  The  emperor,  now  believing 
himself  proprietor  of  the  crown  of  Spain, 
placed  it  on  the  head  of  his  brother  Jose.h 
Napoleon,  king  of  Naples. — It  has  already 
been  explained,  that  although  the  king  left 
his  court  for  a  few  days,  he  thought  fit  to 
sanction  a  junta,  of  which  the  infant  Don 
Antonio  was  to  be  president,  with  full  pow- 
ers to  determine  for  him  and  in  his  royal 
name,  all  subjects  that  would  not  admit  of 
delay.  Every  night  I  sent  a  courier  to  this 
junta,  communicating  what  appeared  neces- 
.sary  for  ils  information  and  direction. — 
When  the  king  arrived  at  Bayonne  (and  on 
the  day  of  his  arrival,  the  ambitious  and  vio- 
lent intentions  of  the  emperor  were  com- 
municated to  him)  I  began  to  fear  that 
the  extraordinary  couriers  would  be  inter- 
cepted, as  was  found  to  be  the  fact.  Among 
the  various  disputes  that  I  had  with  the  mi- 
nister, Champagny,  on  the  different  acci- 
dents that  occasioned  the  detention  of  the 
cabinet  couriers,  the  answer  that  he  gave  me 
to  a  remonstrance  of  mine  is  sufficiently  re- 
markable. It  is  to  be  seen  among  ;':;  do- 
cuments in  justification.  (No.  11.)  In  this 
situaiiou  oi  tliin°;s,  I  took  the  precaution  of 
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sending  duplicates  by  diiferent  conveyan- 
ces. By  such  means,  1  succeeded  so  far  as 
to  give  information  to  the  junta  of  go- 
vernment  of  the  arrest   and   oppression,  to 

which    the    king    bad    been    exposed. 

It  was  easy  to  foresee   that  the  freedom  of 
the  junta   would   not  be   respected,    siiice^ 
notwithstanding  all  the  offers  and  a&surances 
of  the  emperor,  the  liberty  of  the  sovereign 
■was  violated  at  Bayonne  ;  and  that  the  noble 
designs   of  some  members  of  the  same   as- 
sembly would  be  obstructed  (although  boldly 
declared)   by   the  irresistible  power  of  t]je 
representative    of  the   emperor.     To   this, 
no  doubt,  is  to  be  attributed  their  not  having 
consulted  upon   the  awful  condition  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  remedy  for  such  a  calami- 
ty, as  well  as  not  having  appointed  a  junta 
to  assume  the  regency,   in  a  place  where  the 
bayonets  of  the  enemy  could  not  penetrate. 
— The  king  was  surprized  that  the  junta  had 
not  written  ;  and  by  the  following  post,  when 
his  majesty  had  come  to  a  determination  in 
consequence,  without  losing   a    moment,  I 
sent  a  royal  order  to  the  junta,  that   they 
should  execute  whatever  was  expedient  for 
the  service  of  the  king  and    the  kingdom, 
and  that  for  that  purpose  they  should  employ 
all  the  powers  which  his  majesty  would  pos- 
sess if  he  were  himself  resident  in  the  king- 
dom.  (6) — Nothing  could  be  written  that 
could  be  more  intelligible.     The  security  of 
.the    means   of  communication    diminished 
icvery   moment  j   for  I  could  not  expect  that 
..♦he  emperor  would  regard  the  sacredness   of  ] 
.jB  correspondence,  since  he  paid  no   respect 
,  to  the  person  of  the  sovereign  to  whom   it 
-was  subservient. — The  junta,  notwithsiand- 
iing,  thought  it  was  necessary  to  consult  his 
.majesty,  and   to  obtain  his  orders  as  to  va- 
rious measures  which  appeared  to  them  ne- 
cessary for  the  salvation  of  the  country.;  and 
(for  this  purpose  they  sent  to  Bayonne  a  con- 
fidential person  of  known  zeal  in   t>.e  royal 
service,  to  transmit  verbally  to  the  king  the 
following  propositions  :—"   1,  Whether  his 
majesty  thought  fit  to  authorise  the  junta  to 
substitute,   in  case  of  need,    some  person  or 
persons    of  their  own   body,  or  otherwise, 
to  hold  a  council  in  a  secure  situation,  wjiere 
it   could    freely   act ;   and  they  intreated  lus 
majesty  to  signify  who  should  compose  the 
council  for  that  purpose,  should  he  think 
the  measure  expedient.     2.  Whether  it  was 
the  wish  of  his  majesty  that  hostilities  should 


^5)  The  cabinet  courier  conveying  this 
royal  order  was  intercepted,  on  which  ac- 
count  I  sent  a  duplicate,  which  was  received 
by  ihe  junta,  the  memorandum  of  which 
I  h^ve  not  been  able  to  preserve. 
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be  commenced  against  the  French   army; 
and  in  that  case,  when  and  how  the  purpose 
should  be  executed.     ,3.  Whether  it  were 
likewise  the  wish  of  the  king  that  we  should 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  more 
French  troops  into  Spain,  by    guarding   tlie 
passes   on    the   frontiers.     4.   Whether    his 
majesty  diought  it  would  be  right  to  convoke 
the  cortes,  for  which   purpose  a  decree  of 
his  majesty  would  be   necessary,  ad  Iresscd 
to  the  royal  council." — It  being  possible  that 
at   the  arrival   of  the  answer  of  the  king, 
the  junta   would  not  be  at  liberty  to  act, 
they   asked   whether   any  chancery   or  au- 
dience of  the  kingdom  should  beempowered, 
which    was  not   within    the    re;ich    of  the 
French  troops.    Further,  if  the  cortes  should 
be  assembled,  on   what  subjects  of  discus- 
sion it  should  proceed. — The  person  charged 
with  these  propositions,  arrived  at  Bayonne 
on  the  4th  of  May,  at  night ;  he  came   to 
me  immediately,  and  having  disclosed  to  me 
his     business,     I    introduced    him     to    hi* 
majesty    without   losing    a    moment. — The 
king   having   taken    into   consideration    the 
four  propositions   submitted  to  his  attention 
by  the  junta,  sent  in  answer  two  royal  de- 
crees in  the  morning  of  the  following  day, 
the  one  written  by  his  majesty  with  liis  own 
hand  directed  to  the  junta  of  government; 
the  other  signed  by  his  majesty    ("  Yo  el 
"   Key")    addressed   in  the  first  instance  to 
the  council,  and  next  to    any  ch;uicery  or 
audience  of  the  kingdom  which  should  not 
be  under  restraint. — These  original    decrees 
dispatched  by  me  with  ail  care,  and  under 
secure   conduct,  it    is   well  known,  arrived 
in  the  h.Tnds  of  one  of  the  members  of  ihe 
junta,  who  is  now  absent,  and  whose  name 
was  first  mentioned  j  but  the  junta  is  appriz- 
ed that  he  made  no  use  of  it,  nor  did   he 
ever  send  to  the   council  the  decree  which 
was  addres-sed  to  it.    (7) — The  minutes  of 
these  two  decrees  are  not  in  my  possession, 
because  the  critical  situation  of  the  king  at 
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(7)  Wheij  these  two  royal  decrees  came 
to  the  hands  of  the  junta,  the  grand  dnks 
of  Berg  had  been  for  some  days  president ; 
and  the  aliair  of  the  2d  of  May  had  taken 
place.  The  emperor  gfrer  the  departure  of 
the  royal  parents,  precipitately  and  inde- 
cently forced  from  tlie  capital  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  royal  family,  and  sent  them  to 
Bayonne.  But  yet  he  had  to  tuke  the  im.- 
portant  step  of  taking  comple;e  possessioi/ 
of  the  governm.enr,  in  order  to  which  tlife 
bloody  scene  of  the  2d  of  .May  was  exbi- 
bited,  a  scene  of  horror  and  iniquity,  si^ii- 
lar  to  what  ths  modern  French  have  e.^ce- 
culed  in  ct^jpr  countries  with  siu'ilar  dev^rns. 
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Bayonnc,  and  the  necessity  of  avoiding  the 
exposition  of  his  views,  obliged  roe  to  de- 
stroy them.  Notwitb.stnnding  this,  I  pre- 
served them  in  my  tnemory,  and  they  are 
testified  and  certitied  by  the  three  secretaries 
of  his  mojesty,  D.  Eiisebio  Dardaxi  y  Aza- 
rn,  D.  Luis  de  Ouio,  and  D.  Evaristo  Perez 
lie  Castro,  who  were  with  me  at  Bayonne, 
and  saw  and  read  the  two  original  decrees, 
the  substance  of  which  is  as  follows:  — 
The  king  said  to  the  junta  of  government 
that  he  was  not  in  a  slate  of  freedom,  and 
consecjuently  incapable.of  taking  any  mea- 
sures for  the  preservation  of  the  royal  person 
and  the  monarchy.  On  that  account  the 
junta  was  entrusted  with  most  ample  powers 
to  repair  to  any  place  that  should  be  deemed 
most  convenient ;  that  in  the  name  of 
bis  majesty,  and  representing  his  own 
person,  they  might  exercise  all  the  func- 
tions of  sovereign t-y  ;  that  hostilities  should 
commence  the  moment  when  his  majesty 
should  proceed  to  the  interior  of  France, 
which  lie  would  not  do,  unless  obliged  by 
violence.  Lastly,  that  in  such  a  case,  the 
junta  should  prevent,  in  the  best  manner 
they  could,  the  introduction  of  more  troops 
into  the  i'eninsula  (G).— In  the  decree  di- 
roptcd  to  the  royal  council,  and  next  to  any 
chancery  or  audience,  his  majesty  said,  that, 
in  the  situation  in  which  he  found  himself, 
deprived  of  his  liberty,  it  was  his  royal  will 
that  the  cortes  should  be  assembled  in  such 
place  as  should  appear  most  convenient; 
that  at  first  they  should  occupy  themselves 
exclusively  in  attending  to  the  levies  and 
subsidies  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom,  and  that  their  sittings  should  be 
perraancMt  to  determine  what  should  be 
done  on  future  events  (9). — The  disgraceful 

(S)  The  perfect  agreetrent  between  the 
recommendation  of  the  king  given  to  the 
junta,  in  his  royal  decree  of  the  5th  of 
Alay,  and  the  determination  of  his  faithful 
vassals,  is  very  remarkable.  We  have  seen 
that  all  the  provinces  of  the  monarchy  rose 
spontaneously  to  resist  tiie  oj)prcssor,  with- 
out having  any  knowledge  of  the  will  of 
their  sovereign. 

(0)  "  We,  the  three  secretaries  of  the 
liing,  for  decrees,  certify,  that  wc  have 
aecn  and  rend  in  Bayonne,  the  two  original 
decrees  sent  l)y  his  rnnjesty  F;;rdin;uKl  \'II. 
on  the  5lh  of  May,  in  this  }enr,  which  are 
mentioned  abce;  and  the  substance  and 
contents  of  them,  as  far  as  we  can  recollect, 
\i  the  same  as  is  liere  stated. — F.uskcio  de 
J'aV-daxi  y  A'/.aua. — Lris  uf,  Onio. — 
Ev.vRisTo- Peulz  Dt  Castjio." — Mudiid, 
Sfpl.  1,   1803. 


means,  of  which  the  emperor  availed  him- 
self to  obtain  the  renunciation  of  the  crown 
of  Spain  in  his  favour,  have  already  been. 
known  ;  but  the  violence  of  Buonaparte  to 
accomplish  his  purposes  did  not  terminate 
there.  Blinded  as  he  was  by  the  extrara- 
gance  of  his  ambition,  he  could  yet  discern 
how  e.iMly  these  acts  of  renunciation  would 
be  disposed  of;  and  therefor-e  he  endeavour- 
ed to  confirm  them  by  tlie  means  of  a 
council,  which  he  called  a  national  assom- 
bly,  and  which  was  to  be  convoked  at 
Bayonne  (10). — He  named  about  150  Spa- 
niards, of  dilferent  classes,  conditions,  and 
corporations,  to  constitute  this  assembly, 
but  only  about  90  were  convened.  A  part 
of  these,  representing  some  cities,  tribu- 
nals, or  public  bodies,  brought  with  them 
instructions  in  the  nature  of  powers  given 
them  by  those  whom  they  represented,  but 
wholly  insufficient  to  answer  the  purpose 
intended.  The  ministers  of  the  council 
were  without  any  powers  or  instructions 
whatever,  a  precaution  adopted  by  this  tri- 
bunal in  conformity  to  the  opinion  of  its 
commissioners,  in  order  to  avoid  all  invo- 
luntary compromises.  Most  of  the  depu- 
ties had  no  other  powers  than  merely  an 
order  to  tak:  their  departure,  and  many  of 
them  did  not  belong  to  any  public  body,  or 
acknowledged  class  of  the  community. — 
The  emperor  fully  expected,  from  the  ac- 
quiescence of  these  individuals,  a  mask  un- 
der which  to  conceal  his  usurpation.  But 
he  was  utterly  deceived.  Listead  of  find- 
ing weak  men  convenient  to  the  designs  of 
his  mercenary  ambition,  he  was  met  by 
ministers  incorruptible,  grandees  worthy 
of  their  rank,  and  representatives  who  were 
faithful  defenders  of  the  interest  and  of  the 
honour  of  their  country.  They  all,  with 
one  accord,  informed  him  that  they  held 
powers  much  restricted,  that  they  were  not 
the  legitimate  representatives  of  Spain,  and 
(hat  they  could  not  compromise  her  rights. — 
These  and  other  similar  reflections  wer« 
treated  with  insolence  in  the  tribunal  of  the 
usurper,  who,  far  fnjm  being  discomfited, 
put  into  activity  all  the  means  of  oppression, 
flattering  himself  that  by  victories  on   the 


(10)  It  is  well  known  that  this  junta  was 
assembled  at  Bayonne,  according  to  printed 
notice  given  on  the  19th  of  JMay,  to  treat, 
as  it  was  said,  of  the  means  of  .securing 
the  happiness  of  Spain,  but  in  fact,  to  pro- 
pose \hi  continuance  of  all  the  evils  of  the 
former  system,  and  such  rofurms  and  alte- 
rations as  were  most  likely  to  destroy  the 
wlu)le  count'.y,  aud  every  province  belonging 
to  it. 
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one  band  and  corruption  on  tlie  other,  he 
should  so  colour  over  injustice  that  he  would 
not  be  considered  by  the  world  .is  the  sub- 
verter  of  general  tranquillity. — I  do  not  en- 
ter into  the  particulars  that  occurred  in  this 
congress ;  but  one  of  the  ministers  of  the 
council  of  Castile,  who  does  so  much  ho- 
nour to  his  robe,  will  satisfy  the  curiosity 
of  the  public  as  to  this  particular. — I  ought 
not  to  speak  of  what  1  have  sulTered  for  my 
king  and  country  :  the  truth  is,  1  have  not 
suft'ered,  'for  all  J  have  done  has  been  re- 
-quired  by  my  most  sacred  duties.  It  was  to 
me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  see  my  lodg- 
ing in  Bayonne  surrounded  by  the  satellites 
.of  government :  to  these  spies  succeeded, 
■who  abound  always  where  those  are  in  au- 
thority who  in  history  usurp  the  characters 
of  heroes.  My  steps  were  reckoned — my 
visits  obsei~ved — espionage,  under  the  mask 
of  compassion,  approached  to  examine  the 
secrets  of  my  soul  ;  but  nothing  disturbed 
the  tranquillity  of  my  mind.  What  I  could 
not  behold  with  patience,  was  to  see  my- 
self condemned  to  a  conhnement  within  the 
frontier  of  France,  until  the  emperor  should 
consider  that  my  narration  of  the  scandalous 
proceedings  could  not  destroy  the  lofty  fa- 
bric of  the  n3W  Spanish  monarchy.  \n 
vain,  for  two  months,  I  applied  to  the  mi- 
tii&ter  for  foreign  affairs  with  the  utmost 
importunity  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  my 
beloved  country  ;  the  determined  resistance 
I  made  to  the  attempt  of  usurpation  made 
the  French  governinent  deaf  to  my  entrea- 
ties, believing,  not  without  good  reason, 
that  I  should  endeavour  to  intiame  heroism 
in  my  country,  denominated  insurrection 
in  the  journals  of  Bayonne. — In  such 
unfavourable  circumstances,  a  mode  pre- 
sented itself  to  me  of  avoiding  a  state 
of  indefinite  banishment.  Such  were 
the  repeated  entreaties  of  Joseph  Napo- 
leon that  I  should  continue  with  him 
in  the  situation  of  minister,  to  which  I  ac- 
ceded with  repugnance  and  from  constraint, 
but  without  prejudice  of  my  right  to  aban- 
don it  at  a  convenient  opportunity. — This 
opportunity  occurred  the  moment  I  set  foot 
in  Madrid.  From  that  instant  [  only 
thought  of  availing  myself  of  the  most  early 
means  of  resignmg  my  new  character, 
which  I  did  in  the  manner  shewn  in  docu- 
ment No.  12.— Joseph  Napoleon  could  not 
be  grieved  at  the  disappearance  of  a  minister 
who  so  frequently  opposed   his  wishes  (11) 


(11)  I  m;iy  particularly  instance  the  af- 
fair of  the  oaths,  when  Joseph  Buonaparte 
arriving  at  Madrid,  wanted  to  compel  every 
body  to  svvtv.r  allegiance  to   hiai  -.  and  th,-it 


and  who,  in   the   opinion  of  some  of  those 
who   immediately   surrounded    him,   was  a 
Quixote  in  his  maxims,  who  couM  not  com- 
prehend the  sublime  intentiofi-j  of  the  great- 
est of  heroes    in  favour  of  the   regeneration 
of  Spain. — I  have  shewn  in  tiiis  narratives 
with  clearness  and  fidelity,  the  seriss  of  tha 
principal  events    in   this    important    epoch, 
carefully  avoiding  to  enter  into  minute  par-» 
ticulars   foreign    to    my    object,    or  v/hich 
should  make  this  exposition  too  prolix  J  and 
I  have  endeavoured  to  place  before  my  rend- 
ers, in  its  true  point  of  view,  ail  the  injus- 
tice and  violence  with  which  the  French  go- 
vernment has  conducted  itself  towards  our 
beloved  sovereign  and  the  whole  nation. — It 
has  already  been  proved,  that  the  renunci- 
ation of  Ch.  IV.  in  favour  of  his  son  Ferdi- 
nand VII.   is  vitiafed   in  no  respect.     In  the 
slight  sketch   wiiich  we  have   drawn  of  the 
perfidious  and  deceitful  arts  with  wiiich  the 
emperor  has  made  the  progress  we  have  seen/ 
the  series  of  atrocious  insults  offered  to  Spain, 
and    to    the    unfortunate    king    Fefdinand 
VII,  remains  depicted  in  indelible  colours.— 
The  emperor   alarms  Ch.  IV.   in  order  that 
he    may   induce'  him   to    take     flight   for 
America,    with  all    the  royal   fanlllv^    ^nd 
abandon  the  peninsula  to    the  former  ■,  ha 
lights  up  the  flame  of  discord  between  the 
royal    parents  and  their  child,  in   order   to 
debilitate   Spain,    dividing   it   into    parties, 
after  having  disgraced  (he  royal  persons  ;  lie 
draws   Ferdinand  VII.   fiom    his   co^irt   by- 
false   promises ;    he  makes  him  captive  in 
Bayonne  ;  and  when  he  saw  that  the  virtue 
of  the  young  king   knew  how  to  resist  his 
designs,  and  that  Ferdinand  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  renounce  his  crown,  he  occasioned 
him  to  be  brought  to  Bayonne,  with  all  the 
other  personages  of  the  royal   family,  as  if 
to  present  them  bound  before  the   imperkil 
tribunal,  which  was  both  judge  and   party 
in  the  same  cause.     He  endeavours  to   de""- 
prive  the  parents  of  the  sensibilities  of  na- 
ture, and  forces  them  to  become  '.he  instru- 
ments of   the    oppression    of    their   child. 
From    the   latter  he  extorts  a   renunciation 
(the    most  irregular   and    illicit  Iran-;action 
arviongst  theatfairs  of  m.en),  and  by  a  !-erie3 
of  abdications  exacted    by  the  game  illegal 
ar.d   violent  expedients,  he  believes   that'he 
has  become  the  pr-iprietor  of  the  crown  of 
Spain;   he  transfers  it  to  his  brother,   v.'ith- 
cut    considering  the    infamy   to    which   he 
would  be  exp  )sed  in  the  cabinets  of  Europe, 
by  the  usurpation  of  the  throneof  amnnarch, 
his  tritnd  and  ally, — Who    can  dcubt  from 


of  t!;e  banishment  of  the  council  cf  Casiilc^ 
to  ll.iyouue  for  iis  nabia  resistanc?, 
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this  clear  evidence,    thut    the    renunciation 
executed  by  Fer  lin.inci  Yll.  in  favour  of  his 
august  taiher,  and  that  which    succeeded  in 
favour  of  the  euipcror,  are  absolute  nullities  ? 
Wha  will  doubt,  but  th-U,  if  the  last  should 
have  emanated    from  a  free   exercise  of  the 
will,  the   rights  of  the    dynasty  of  Bourbon 
are   not  prejudiced  by   it  ?    Who  does   not 
know,  th.1t  in  case  of  the  extinction  of  such 
a  family,  and  by  the    ver/  establishment  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  the  nation  alone  can 
invite  another   dynasty,    or   can   introduce 
•such  a  form  of  governuient  as  it  shall   most 
approve  ?  — In  another  part  of  this  narn^tive 
I  have  .shewn,   that  Ferdinand   VII.  was  too 
honourable   to  suppose     that   the   empeior 
could    entertain    buch      atrocious    designs. 
The  king  desired  to  free  Spain  from  the  op- 
pression ot  the  French  injops'j   it   was   pro- 
rwised   him,  that  this  and  all  other  n^atteis 
should  be  regulated  with  the   emperor,  and 
that  he  shonid   return  to    his  kingdom  with 
the    fruit  of  his  exertions  for    the   good  of 
his  vassals  ;   anti  no  hour  of  his  life  was  un- 
seasonable to  him  to  exert  himself  for  their 
h:i|)piness.      I'his   I    saw,    and   can   testify. 
During   his  coutinement,  nothing   afflicted 
his  generous  heart   so  much  as  the  sufferings 
of  his  people  ;  and  when  his  liberty  began 
to  be  doubtful,  he  adopted   the  means  the 
most   agreeable   to   his    paternal  solicitude  : 
such    was    the  order  which  he  gave  for  the 
regency,  naturally  sought  when  his  freedom 
vva's  interrupted  ;  and  such   was  the  demand 
that  the  Cortes  should  be  assembled  to  de- 
termine those  questions,   which  in  their  pip- 
per  places  have  been  noticed.— Valour  and 
patriotism  have  successfully  armed  the  whole  ' 
nation  in  its  own   defence,  and  for  the  pro- 
tfe'ction   of    their   legitimate    sovereign,  al-  I 
though  the  people  had  no  knowledge  of  the  | 
will  of  their  beloved    Ferdinand  as   to  this 
niovcaient        I'liat    patriotism,    united   to 
wisdom,  will  now  impel  them  irresistibly  to  : 
perform  with  promptitude  the  most  import- 
ant  work  of  the  central  government  or  re-    ! 
gency,   which  may  administer  the  affairs  of  j 
the  kingdom  in  the  name  of  his  tnajesty. —    i 
Thus  will  be  completed  for  the  advantage  of 
all,  the    last  expreisior.  of  the    will  of  the   | 
king,    which    he  condescended   to  use   the 
moment   belorc  he    was  forced  to  renounce 
tlie  crown  ;  thus  will  the  nation  be  preserved 
"from  this  dreadful  tempest  ;   it  will  have  ex- 
hibited before  Europe  an  example  of  loyalty, 
honour,  and   generous    energy,  which    will 
t)e  the  bubject  of  admiration    in    every    age 
and    in    every    country. — Madrid,  Se.pt,    J, 
J 809, — Pedko  Clvallos. 

DOCVMENTS. 
:Ku,  l.—L 


Majesty,  and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  iy  uhich  the  high  contracting 
Parties   stipulate    every    thing   respecting 
the  future  Cundition  of  Portugal, -^Fon- 
tainbleau,    October  27,    1807. 
We,  Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of  €rod  and 
the  constitution,  Emperor  of    the    French, 
king  of  Italy,  and  protector  of  the  confede- 
ration of  the    Rhine,  having  seen    and   ex- 
amined the  treaty  concluded,  arranged,  and 
signi;d  at  Fontainbleau,  October  27,   I8O7, 
by     general   of    division    Michael     Duroc, 
grand    marshal  of  our  palace,  grand  knight 
of  the   legion  of  honour,   &c.  &:c.  in  virtue 
;  of  the  full  powers  conferred  by  us  upon  him 
for  this  purpose,   with   Don  Eugenic   Izqui- 
erdo  de  Ribera   y    Lezaun,  honorary  conn- 
«illor  of  state  and  of  war  to  his  majesty  the 
king  of  Spain,   who  was  also  furnished  with 
full  powers  by   his  sovereign,  which  treaty 
is  of  the  following  tenor  : — His  majesty  the 
emperor  of  the   French,  king  of  Italy,  and 
protector  of  the  confederation  of  the  Rhine, 
and   his  Catholic  majesty  the  king  of  Spain, 
wishing  to  regulate  by  common  consent    the 
interest  of  the  tv/o  states,  and  to  determine 
the  future  condition  of  Portugal,  in   a  way 
that  shall  be  consistent  with  sound  policy  as 
CO  both  countries,  have  named  for  their  mi- 
nisters plenipotentiary;   that   is   to  say,  his 
majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French,  king  of 
Italy,  and  protector  of  the  confederation  of 
the    Rhine,    general    of    division    Michael 
Duroc.  grand   marshal  of  the  palace,  grand 
knight  of    the  legion  of  honour:    and  his 
catholic   majesty,  king  of  Spain,  Don   Eu- 
genic  Izquierdo  de    Ribera  y    Lezaun,  his 
honorary  councillor  of  state   and   of    war, 
both  which  ministers  having  exchanged  their 
full  powers,  have  agreed  as  follows: — Ar- 
ticle I.    The   province  of     Entre   Mine   y 
Duero,  with    the  city  of  Oporto,    shall   be 
made  over,  in  entire  property  and  sovereign- 
ty to  his  majesty  the  king  of  Etruria,  with 
the  title  of  king  of  Northern  Lusitania.     II, 
The  province  of  Alaetejo,  and  the  kingdom 
of  the  Algarves,  shall  be  made  over,  in  en- 
tire property  and  sovereignty,  to  the  Prince 
of  Peace,   to  be  by  him  enjoyed   under  the 
title  of  prince  of  the  Algarves.     III.    Th« 
provii-)ces  of  IJeira,    Tras  los   Montes,  and 
Portuguese  Estramadura,  shall   remain   un- 
disposed of  Lutil   there  be   a  general  peace, 
to  be  then  disposed  of  according  to -circum- 
stances, and  conformably   with   what  may 
be  agreed  upon  between  the   two  high  cort- 
trae:ing   jxtrties.        IV.    The    kingdom    of 
Northern  Lusitania  shall  be  held  by  the  des- 
ceudautRof  his  Majesty  the  king  of  Etiuria 
hereditarily,  and   according   to  the   laws  uf 


Secret  Trea'y  h'lifwn   his  Catholic     sifcccision  which  arc  established  in  the  famil/ 
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on  the  throne  of  Spain.  V.  The  princi- 
pality of  the  Algarves  shall  be  held  by  the 
Prince  of  Peace  herediiarily,  and  according 
to  the  laws  of  succession  which  are  establish- 
ed in  the  family  on  the  throne  of  Spain. 
VI  If  there  should  be  no  descendants  or 
legitimate  heirs  oi'  the  king  of  Northern 
Lusitania,  or  of  the  prince  of  the  Algaives, 
these  countries  shall  be  disposed  of  by  in- 
vesture  by  the  king  of  Spain  in  a  manner  so 
that  they  shall  never  be  united  under  one 
hesd  or  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Spain. 
VII.  The  kingdom  of  Northern  Lusltania, 
and  the  principality  of  the  Algarves  shall 
acknowledge  as  protector  his  ca4bolic  ma- 
jesty the  king  of  Spai  n,  and  in  no  case  the 
sovereigns  of  those  countries  shall  make 
peace  or  war  withcDut  his  consent.  VIH. 
In  case  that  the  provinces  of  Beira,  Tras  los 
Monies,  and  Portuguese  Estramadura,  held 
in  sequestration,  should  devolve  at  a  general 
peace  to  the  house  of  Braganza,  in  exchange 
for  Gibraltar,  Trinidad,  and  other  colonies 
which  the  English  have  conquered  from 
Spain  and  her  allies,  the  new  sovereigtl  of 
these  provinces  sliall  have,  with  respect  to 
his  catholic  majesty  the  king  of  Spain,  the 
same  obligations  as  the  king  of  Northern 
Lusitania,  and  the  prince  of  Algarves,  and 
shall  hold  them  under  the  same  coi^iditions. 
IX.  His  majesty  the  kiiig  of  Etruria  cedes 
the  kingdom  of  Etruria,  in  full  property  and 
sovereignty,  to  his  majesty  the  emperor  of 
the  French  and  king  of  Italy.  X.  As  soon 
as  the  provinces  of  Portugal  shall  be  defini- 
tively occupied,  the  different  princL-s  who 
are  to  possess  them  shail  mutually  appoint 
commissioners  to  ascertain  their  natural 
boundaries.  XI.  His  majesty  the  emperor 
of  the  French  and  kjng  of  Italy  guarantees 
to  his  catholic  majesty,  the  king  of  Spain, 
the  possession  of  his  dominions  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  situated  to  the  south  of 
the  Pyrenees.  XII.  His  majesty  the  em- 
peror of  the  French  and  king  of  Italy,  en- 
gages to  recognize  his  catholic  majesty, 
the  king  of  Spain,  as  emperor  of  the 
two  Americas,  when  every  thing  is  ready 
for  his  majesty's  assuming  that  title,  which 
may  bs  either  at  the  general  peace,  or  at 
farthest  within  three  years  therefrom.  XIII. 
The  two  high  contracting  powers  shall  mu- 
tually agree  upon  an  equal  partition  of  the 
islands,  colonies,  and  other  transmarine 
possessions  of  Portugal.  XIV.  The  present 
treaty  shall  be  kept  secret.  It  shall  be  ra- 
/  tified,  and  the  ratification  shall  be  exchanged 
.  at  Madrid,  within  twenty  days,  at  the  latest, 
from  the  date  of  its  signature. — Done  iit 
Fontainbleau,  October  2J,  1S08  (Signed) 
DUKOC. — E,  IzauiBRD^ 


We  have  appn^ved,  and  do  hereby  ap- 
prove, of  the  preceding  treaty,  and  all  and 
every  of  the  articles  therein  contained. 
We  declare  it  to  be  accepted,  ratified,  and 
confirmed  ;  and  promise  that  it  shall  be  in- 
violably observed.  In  witness  whereof,  wp 
have  executed  these  presents,  signed  with 
our  own  hands,  and  sealed  with  our  imperial 
seal,  at  Fontaintleau,  the  2yth  day  of  Oct. 
I8O7.  (Signed)  Napoleon.  The  minister 
of  foreign  aflfairs,  Champagny.  The  secre- 
tary of  state,  Maret. 

No.  II. — Secret  Convention  concluded  at 
Fcrtainllcau  between  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Spain  and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  by  which  the  two  high  con- 
trading  Parties  adjust  ail  that  relates  /» 
the  Occupation  of  Portugal. — At  FontaiU' 
li/cau,  27 tk  October,  I8O7 
Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  thcf 
contitution,  emperor  of  the  French,  king 
of  Italy,  and  protector  of  the  confederation 
of  the  Rhine,  having  seen  and  examined  the 
convention  concluded,  arranged,  and  signed, 
at  Fi<ntainbleau,  on  the  27'h  of  October, 
I8O7,  by  the  general  of  division  Michael 
Duroc,  grand  marshal  of  our  palace,  grand 
cordon  of  the  legion  of  honour,  &:c.  &c.  in 
virtue  of  the  full  powers  with  which  we 
thereto  conferred  upon  him,  on  the  one 
side;  and  on  the  other  side  by  D.  Eugenio 
Izquierdo  de  Ribera  y  Lezaun,  honorary 
councillor  of  state  and  of  war  to  his  majesty 
the  king  of  Spain,  equally  furnished  with 
full  powers  by  his  sovereign — the  tenor  of 
which  convention  is  as  follows:  — His 
majesty  the  emperor  ot  the  French,  king  of 
Italy,  and  protector  of  the  confederation  of 
the  Rhine,  and  his  catholic  majesty  the  king 
of  Spain,  being  desirous  of  entering  into  an 
arrangement  with  respect  to  the  occupation 
and  conquest  of  Portugal,  according  to  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  signed  this  day, 
have  appointed,  viz.  His  majesty  the  em- 
peror of  the  French,  king  of  Italy,  and  pro- 
tect«r  of  the  confederation  of  the  Rhine, 
the  general  of  division  Michael  Duroc, 
grand  marshal  of  his  palace,  grand  cordon 
of  the  legion  of  honour,  and  his  oMtholic 
majesty  the  king  of  Spain,  don  Eugenio 
Izquierdo  de  Ribera  y  Ltzaun,  his  honorary 
councillor  of  state  and  of  war,  who,  after 
exchanging  their  full  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles. — I.  A  body 
ot  French  imperi.3l  troops,  consisting  of 
25,000  infawlry  and  3000  cavalry,  sliall 
enter  Spain,  and  march  direct  for  Lisb  .n  : 
they  shall  be  joined  by  a  body  of  3000 
Spanish  infan I ry  and  3000  eavalrv,  with  30 
pieces  of  artillery. — II.  At  the  same  time  a 
division    of    Sp&iiish  troops,    consisting  of 
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10,000  mm,  shall  tnke  possession  of  the 
province  of  Entre-Minho-Douria,  and  of 
the  city  of  Oporto  ;  and  anoilier  division  of 
6000  msn,  also  consisting  ot  Spanish  troops, 
shall  take  posse=^sion  of  Alentejo,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Algarves. — III.  The  French 
troops  shall  be  subsisted  and  maintained  by 
Spain,  and  their  pay  shall  be  provided  by 
France  durinc;  the  time  occupied  by  their 
inarch  through  Spain.-i— IV.  The  moment 
that  the  combined  troops  have  entered  Portu- 
gal, the  governnieiit  and  administration  of 
the  pnivinces  of  Beira,  Tras  los  Monies, 
and  Portuguese  Estremedura  (which  are  to 
remain  in  a  state  of  sequestration)  shall  be 
vested  in  the  general  comniunding  the 
French  troops  ;  and  the  contributions  im 
posed  tlvereon  shnll  accrue  to  the  benefit  of 
France,  The  provinces  that  are  to  form  the 
kingdom  of  Northern  Lusitnnia,  and  the 
principality  of  the  Algarves,  shall  be  admi- 
nistered and  gove^'ned  by  the  generals  com- 
manding the  iSpanish  divisions  which  shall 
enter  the  same  ;  and  the  contribulions  im- 
posed thereon  shall  accrue  to  the  benefit  of 
^nain. — V.  The  central  body  shill  be  un- 
der ix'^e  orders  of  the  commander  of  the 
French  troops,  to  wliom  also  the  Spanish 
troops  attached  1"  that  army  shafl  pay  obe- 
dience. Nevcriboiess,  should  the  king  of 
Spain  or  the  Prince  of  Peace  think  fit  to  join 
the  said  body,  the  French  troops,  with  the 
•rcncral  commanding  them,  shall  be  subject 
fo  their  order.— VI.  Anoiher  body  of 
40,000  French  troop-?  shnll  be  assembled  at 
Bayonne  bv  the  20ih  of  November  next,  at 
ihe  late.t,  'to  be  ready  to  enter  Spain  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  to  Portugal,  in  case 
the  English  should  send  rpinforcements 
therein,  or  menace  it  with  attack.  This 
additional  corps,  however,  shall  not  enter 
Spain  until  the  two  high  contracting  parties 
have  come  to  an  agreement  on  that  point. — 
VII.  The  present  convention  shall  be  rati- 
^cd,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged  at  the 
same  time  with  those  of  the  treaty  of  this 
date.— Done  at  Fontninbleau,  271  h  October, 
I8O7.  (Signed)  Duuoc. — E.  IzauiKKUo. 
We  have^appvoved,  and  hereby  approve, 
the  foregoing  convention,  in  all  and  every 
of  the  articles  therein  contained,  declare  it  to 
be  acccptc^d,  ratified,  and  confirmed,  and 
pledge  ourseWes  that  it  shall  be  inviolably 
observed  — In  witness  whereof,  we  have 
executed  these  presents,  sigrcd  with  our 
own  hand,  countersigned  and  sealed  w;lh 
cur  imperial  real  at  Fontainbleau,  the  2f)th 
October  IB07.  (Signed)  Napolron'.  I'he 
Minist'ir  of  foreign  nlfairs,  Cmampagnv. 
The  s''cretary  of  state,  H.  Marrt. 
No.  111.-— Lei  I  cr from  kii  M<ijeit>j  (he  Empe- 


ror of  the  Frehih,  Kinn  of  Italy,  and  Pro- 
tector of  the  Confi'derutiij'i  of  the  f'Jiine. 
My  Cousin, — 1  have  received  your  royal 
highness's  letter.  Your  highness  will  haye 
been  already  convinced,  by  the  inspecti(jii  of 
the  papers  of  yoar  royal  father,  of  the  re- 
gard that  I  have  always  manifc-sted  towards 
him.  Your  highness  will  peimit  me,  under 
the  present  circumstances  to  address  coii 
with  frankni^-is  and  sincerity.  I  entertained 
an  expectation  that,  on  my  arrival  at  Madrid, 
I  should  have  ])ersuadtd  my  illustrious 
friend  to  make  some  necessary  reforms  in 
his  dominions,  which  would  give  consider- 
able satisfaction  to  the  public  feelings  The 
removal  of  the  prince  oi  Peace  appeared  to 
me  to  be  indispeusible  to  his  happiness  and 
the  interests  of  his  people.  The  events  of 
the  north  have  retarded  my  journey,  and 
the  occurrences  at  Aranjuez  have  superven- 
ed. 1  do  not  constitute  myself  judge  of  th« 
events  which  have  taken  place,  or  of  the 
conduct  of  the  prince  of  the  Peace  ;  but 
certain  it  is  that  it  is  very  d  uigerous  foi^ 
kings  to  accustom  their  subjects  to  shed 
blood,  and  to  take  the  administration  of 
justice  into  their  own  hands.  1  pray  God 
that  your  highness  may  not  one  day  find  it 
so.  It  would  not  be  conformable  to  the  in- 
terests of  Spain,  to  proceed  severely  against 
a  prince  who  is  united  to  a  princess  of  tho 
royal  family,  and  has  so  long  governed  the 
kingdom.  He  no  longer  has  any  friends. 
As  little  will  your  royal  highness  find  any, 
should  you  cease  to  be  fortunate.  The  peo- 
ple eagerly  avenge  themselves  for  the  ho- 
niage  which  they  pay  us.  Besides,  ho\T 
could  the  prince  of  Peace  be  brought  to  trial, 
without  implicating  in  the  process  the  king  and 
queen,  tour  royal  parents  ?  Such  a  proceed- 
ino-  would  foment  animosities,  and  excite  se- 
ditious passions,  the  result  of  which  might 
be  fatal  to  your  crown.  Your  royal 
highness  has  no  other  right  to  it,  but  what 
you  have  derived  from  your  mother.  If 
the  cause  injures  her  honour,  your  royal 
highness  destroys  your  own  claims.  Let 
not  your  highness  give  ear  to  weak  and  per- 
fidious counsels.  Your  highness^has  no  rigbt 
to  try  die  prince  of  Peace.  His  crimes,  if 
any  are  imputed  to  him,  disappear,  and 
merge  in  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown.  I 
have  frequently  expressed  my  wishes,  that 
the  prince  ot  IVace  should  be  removed  from 
the  management  of  alYairs.  h'  I  did  not 
persevere  in  mv  applications,  it  wa.s  on  ac- 
count of  my  friendship  for  king  Charles^ 
and  a  wish  (if  possible)  not  to  see  the  weak- 
ness of  his  attachments.  O  wretchedness 
of  human  nature!  imbecility  and  error? 
such  is  our  lot !  But  as  arrangenaeut  may 
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take  pltce,  the  prince  of  Peace  may  l)c  b,i- 
nished  from  Spain,  and  I  niriy  offer  him  nn 
asyhim  in  France.  —With  respect,  toihe  ab- 
dic  ■  --       - 


ition   of  Charles    IV. 
1^ 


that  even! 


havin^^ 
tak  -n  place  at  the  mo  Tvvnf  when  my  aniiiis 
wcrei;'.  Spain,  it  might  appear  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe  and  posteriiy  -''at  I  had  sent  all  those 
troops  merely  fur  the  purpose  of  expelling 
my  friend  and  ally  from  his  throne;  As  a 
neighboLirini^  "-oi-ereign,  I  ought  to  inform 
my>r  if  of  ail  the  circumstances  which  have 
occurred,  before  1  acknowledge  his  abdica- 
tion. I  declare  to  your  roj'al  highness,  to 
the  Spaniards,  ynd  to  the  wliole  world,  that 
if  the  abdication  of  king  Ciiarles*'be  volun- 
tary, and  has  not  been  fcrc;;d  upon  him  by 
the  insurrection  and  tumuits  at  Aranjuez,  I 
have  i)0  difficulty  in  regarding  and  acknow- 
ledging (our  royal  highness  as  king  of  Spain, 
I  am  therefore  anxious  to  have  some  conver- 
sation witii  your  ro\al  highness  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  circumspection  which  I  have  ob- 
sserved'  for  the  la^t  month  upon  this  point, 
£iiig"ht  to  convince  your  highness  of  the  sup- 
pbii-t  which  you  will  find  in  me,  should  it 
ever  happen  that  factions  of  any  kind  should 
distwri;  you  on  your  throne.  When  king 
Charles  informed  me  of  the  events  of  the 
month  of. October  last,  the  communication 
gave  me  tile  grea(est  pain,  I  flatier  myself 
that  my  itpiCh'entstions  contributed  to  the 
h;ippy  issue  of  the  affair  of  the  Eacurial. 
Yor.r  royal  highnigss  is  not  altogether  free 
from  blame  :  oi  this.',  the  letter  which  you 
wrote  to  me,  and  wlsicu  I  have  always  wish- 
ed to  forget,  is  a  sufi\lcient  proof.  When 
you  are  king,  you  will  know  how  sacred  are 
the  rights  of  the  throne.  '  Every  application 
of  an  hereditary  prince  to  a  f<;:reign  sovereign 
is  criminal, — The  marriage'  of  a  French 
princess  with  your  royal  higlipess,  in  my 
opinion,  accords  with  the  interests  of  my 
people,  and  1  more  especially  regard  it  as  a 
circrimstance  which  would  unite  me  by  new 
ties  to  a  house,  whose  conduct  1  have  lud 
every  reason  to  praise  since  the  time  thai  I 
-ascencicd  the  throne,  Yoqr  highness  oughi.i: 
to  dread  the  consequences  of  popular  com- 
motions. It  is  possible  that  assassinations 
maybe  committed  upon  some  stragglers  of 
my  army;  but  they  would  only  lead  to  the 
ruin  of  Spain,  1  have  learnt,  with  .regret, 
that  some  letters  of  the  captain  general  of 
Catalonia  have  been  circulated  at  Madrid, 
and  thai  they  have  had  the  effect  of  exciting 
some  irrltatiou.  Your  royal  highness  knows 
the  inmost  sentiments  of  my  heart.  You 
•will  perceive  that  my  attention  is  occupied 
by  various  points,  which  require  to  be  final- 
ly decided  ;  but  you  may  be  assured  that  I 
■S'hallj  under  all  circumstances^  conduct  my- 


self.towards  your  person  in  the  same  manner 
as  [  have  done  towards  the  king  your  fithcr. 
I  beg  your  royal  highness  to  be  piirsuadixl  of 
my  anxiety  lo  bring  every  thing  to  a  happy 
Goncle-bion,  and  to  find  opportunities  of 
giving  you  evtry  proof  of  my  atVtrction  and 
esteeni.  My  cousin,  I  pray  God  to  take 
you  into  his  high  and  holy  keeping.  -  (Sign- 
ed) Napoleon.  Bayonne,  /ijiril  l6,  180S. 
No.  IV  — Instructions  furnished  lo  his  Ex- 
cellenoj  Dom  Pedro  Labrador. 
■  Most  excellent  Seignor — Your  excellencj 
is  acquainted  with  the  propositions  made  oa 
the  day  of  the  king's  arrival  in  this  city, 
and  of  what  passed  at  the  conference  ia 
which  I  discussed  them  with  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs.  The  propositions  recent- 
ly made  by  the  latter,  ditfering  in  some 
respect,  but  no  less  inadmi.ssible,  are  of  ihe 
iollowing  tenor: — 1.  That  the  emperor  has 
irrevocably  determined  that  the  Bourboa 
dynasty  shall  no  longer  reign  in  Spain. 
2.  That  the  king  shall  cede  his  rights  to  the 
crown  both  in  his  own  name  and  that  of 
his  sons,  should  he  have  any.  3.  I'hat 
should  this  point  be  agreed  upon,  the  ctowa 
of  Etruria  shall  be  conferred  upon  him  and 
his  descendants,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  salique  law.  4.  That  the  infant  Don 
Carlos  shall  make  a  similar  renunciation  of 
his  rights,  and  that  he  shall  have  a  right  to 
the  succe.'.sion  to  the  crown  of  Etruria,  in 
default  of  issue  of  the  king  5.  That  (he 
kingdom  of  Spain  shall  henceforth  be  pos- 
sessed by  one  of  the  brothers  of  the  empe- 
ror. 6.  That  the  emperor  guarantees  its 
complete  integrity,  and  that  of  all  its  colo- 
nies, without  safFcTing  a  single  village  be- 
longing to  it  to  be  separated  from  it,  /. 
That  in  like  manner  he  guarantees  the  pre- 
servation of  religion,  property,  &c.  &c.  8. 
That  should  his  majesty  refuse  those  propo- 
sitions, he  shall  remain  without  compensa- 
tion, and  his  imperial  majesty  will  carry 
them  into  execution  by  consent  or  force. 
()  That  if  his  majesty  agree  and  demand 
the  niece  of  the  emperor  in  marriage,  this 
connection  shall  be  immediately  secured  on 
the  execution  of  the  treaty. — These  propo- 
sitions were  discussed  in  the  junta  where 
the  king  presided.  1  there  staled  my  opi- 
nion', which  was  adopted  by  your  excellency 
and  the  other  members,  and  approved  by  his 
majesfyw^io  is  desirous  that  instructions  should 
be  prepared  for  your  excellency  accordingly. 
Your  excellency  knows  that  promises  the 
most  flatteriu'.;,  and  assurances  the  most  po- 
sitive, were  made  and  given  to  the  king  by 
the  grand  duke  of  Berg,  by  the  ambassa- 
dor of  France,  and  by  general  Savary,  by  di- 
rection of  the  euiperor,  who  said  Uiat  nt)^t>- 
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stniction  would  arise  to  his  acknowledgment 
as   sovereign  of  Spain  ;    tiiat   noilimg    was 
desired  hostile   to  the  preservation   of"   the 
integrrty   of    the   kingdom  ;    and  jrou  are 
apprised  that  these  representations  drew  him 
from   Madrid    to   pay    his  compliments  to 
his  iiiiimate  ally,   who  he   supposed    would 
retarji  with   him    to   the  capital,  from    the 
statements  of  those  three,  and  where  splen- 
did accommodations  were  provided  for   the 
emperor.     The  journey  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty was  deferred  ;  but   the   king,  seduced 
b}'  new  promises,  made  by  general  Savary 
in  the  name  of  his  imperial  majesly,  con- 
tinued his  progress  to  this  city. — Your  ex- 
cellency should   ask  M.   Champagny  if  the 
kingbe  at  full  libirty,  and  if  he  be   so  he 
may  return    to  his  dominions,  and  give  au- 
dience to  the  plenipotentiary,  to  whom  the 
emperor  may  confide   his  powers.     If  not 
free,  your  excellency  knows  that  every   act 
is  absolutely  nugatory  ;    and    consequently 
whatever  may  be  agreed  will  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  stain  the  reputation  of  the  em- 
peror before  the  whole  world,  the  eyes  of 
which  are  fixed  upon  his  conc^act,  and  who 
knows  wh)t  Sp^iin  has   already  done   in   fa- 
vour of    France. — I   have   shewn    to  ycur 
excellency  the  treaty  of  the  2"th   Oct.  last, 
by  which  the   emperor  has  guaranteed  the 
integrity  of  Spain  in  the  person  of  the  king, 
with  title  of  emperor  of  the  two  Americas. 
Nothing    has    intervened    to    de.stroy    this 
treaty  ;  on  the   contrary,  Spain  h.is   added 
new  claims  to   the  gratitude   of   France  — 
The  king  nas  resolved  not   to  yield   to   the 
importunity  of    the  emperor  5    neither  his 
own   honour,  nor  his   duty  to  his  vassals, 
permit   hitu    to  do  so.      These  he  cannot 
.compel  to  accept  the  dynasty  of  Napoleon  ; 
much  less  ean  he  deprive  them  of  tue  right 
they  have   to  elect   another   family    to  the 
throne   when  the  reigning  family    shall    be 
extinct.  —  It  is  not  less  repugnant  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  king  to  receive,  as  a  compensa- 
tion,   the  crown  of   Etruria  ;    for,  besides 
that  that  country  is  under  the  authority  of 
its  legitimate  sovereign,    whom   he  >vould 
not  prejudice,   his  majesty  is  contented  with 
the  crown  that  Providence  had  given  him, 
has  no  wish   to  separaie  himself   from  his 
'subjects,  whom  he  loves  wiih  paternal  affec- 
tion, and  from  whom   he  has  received  the 
most  unequivocal  proofs  of  respectful  attach- 
ment,•»«-lf  on  account  of  this  refusal  the  em- 
peror should  think  fit  to  resort  to  force,  his 
majesty  hopes  that  Divine  justice,  the  dis- 
penser oi  thrones,  will  prutt-ct  his  just  cause, 
and  that  of  his   kingdom. — As  your  excel- 
lency is  deeply  pentiratcd  ■with   these  prin- 
ciple.i,  and  has  already  displayed  thera  with 


that  energy  with  which  justice  arras  the 
man  of  probity,  and  the  zealous  friend  to 
his  king  and  country,  it  is  needless  for  me 
to  detail  prolix  instructions  for  your  guide, 
you  being  a  minister,  in  whose  patriotism 
and  affection  to  the  royal  interests  his  ma- 
jesty repcses  full  confidence. — God  preserve 
your  excellency  many  years. —  Peduo  Ce- 
VALLOS.  (For  Don  Pedro  Gomez  Labrador). 
— Baiionne,  April  27 ,  1908. 
No.  V. — Official  Dispatch  from  Don  Pedro 

CevaUos  to  the   Minister  of  State  of  the 

Emperor   of  France,  of  the   2Sth   April, 

1808. 

Most  Excellent  Sir, — Although  the  agita- 
tion of  mind,  to  which  the  whole  Spanish 
nation  would  have  been  subject,  has  hither- 
to been  restrained  by  what  has  been  printed 
and  published  by  the  grand  duke  of  Berg, 
and  by  all  the  French  generals  in  that  coun- 
try, indicating  the  sentiments  of  peace  and 
good  understanding  which    the  emperor  of 
the  French  and  king  of   Italy  v/as  desirous 
of  maintaining  with  the  king  my   master  ; 
and  also  on  account  of  the  assurances  which 
the  ambassador  of  his   iinperial  majesty   in 
Madrid,  the  grand  duke  of  Berg,  and  ge- 
neral Savary,  had  given    to  his    majesty   of 
the  approaching   arrival  of    the  emperor  in 
the  said  city  ;  on   which  account,  the  king 
determined   to  proceed   to  Burgos  to  meet 
him,  to  shew  this  public  mark  of  his  atfec- 
tion,  and  of  the   high  esteem   he    had  for 
his  person — it  has  now  become   impossible 
lo.'.ger  to  answer  for  the  tranquillity  of  such 
a   numerous  people ;  especially  as  they   are 
apprised  that  the  king  has  been  six   days  in 
Bayonne,  and  they  have  no  assurance  of  his 
return  to  Spain.      In  such  a  state  of  affairs, 
his  majesty  must  be  anxious  for  the  repose 
of  his  beloved  subjects,    and    for   this  pur- 
pose to  return  to  their  bosoms  to  tranquillize 
their  agitation,  and  attend  to  the  heavy  de- 
mands of   public  business,    as  his  absence 
would   expose   his   people    to    incalculable 
mischiefs,  which  would  fill   his  heart  with 
the  most  poignant  grief.      This   speedy   re- 
turn, his  majesty  promised  in   the  most  so- 
lemn manner  to  his   people,  grounding  bis 
engagement  on  the  assurances  of   the   em- 
peror, that  he  should  shortly  be  restored  to 
his  country,  and  acknowledgrd  to   be  her 
sovereign  by  his  imperial  majesty. — His  ma- 
jesty has,  therefore,  ordered  me   to  com- 
municate to  you  these  observations,  for  the 
purpose  of   your  subrnitting   them  to  tho 
consideration  of  his  imperial  majesty,  whose 
approbation  they  will  doubtless  meet  j  and 
his  majesty,  my  master,  is  ready  to   treat 
in  his  dominions  with  his  iinperial   majesty 
pn  all  convenient  subjeclS;^  with  such  per- 
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son  as  the  emperor  should  be  pleased  to  au- 
thorize for  that  purpose    (*) 
No.  VI  — Roi/al  Decree  nd(kessed  to    the 

Supreme  Council  of  Castile  by  Ferdinand 

VIL 

Soon  after  the  prince  of  Ptace  was  arrest 
ed,  frequent  and  earnest  entreaties  were 
made  by  the  grand  duke  of  Berg,  by  ihe 
ambassador  of  France,  an(J  by  general  Sa- 
vary,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  my 
intimate  ally,  that  he  should  be  delivered  up 
to  the  French  troops,  that  he  might  be  con- 
veyed tu  France,  where  his  imperial  majesty 
would  Older  him  to  be  tried  for  the  oftcnces 
lie  had  committed.  These  solicitations  were 
generally  accompanied  with  threats  in  case  of 
a  refusal  to  tarry  him  off  bv  force  In  Vit- 
toria  they  were  repeated  with  equal  impor- 
tuniticsj  and  I  wishing  to  form  th,e  most 
prudent  determination,  consulted  with  the 
duke  of  Infantado  and  the  Infant  Carlos, 
■with  don  Juan  Escoiquiz^  and  with  don 
Pedro  Cevallos,  my  principal  secretary  of 
state.  This  minister,  on  that  otcaiion,  said  : 
*'  Sire,  if  I  wc  re  to  yield  to  my  own  personal 
feelings,  I  should  immediately  recommend 
the  surrender  of  the  prince  of  Peace.  But 
such  a  sentiment  ought  to  be  stifled,  and  in 
truth  I  do  stifle  it  when  I  contemplate  the 
duty  you  owe  to  your  own  sacred  person, 
and  the  obligations  you  are  under  to  adaii- 
nister  justice  to  your  subjects  injured  by  don 
Manuel  Godoy.  This  obligation  is  essential 
to  the  sovereignty,  and  your  majesty  cannot 
disregard  it  without  treading  under  foot 
■whatever  is  most  respectable  among  men. 
Under  this  view,  1  think  you  ought  to 
answer  the  emperor,  informing  him,  at  the 
same  time,  that  your  majesty  has  oftered  to 
your  august  parents  to  save  him  from  the 
penalty  of  death,  should  he  be  capitally 
convicted  by  the  council.  By  your  com- 
pliance  with    this   proposal,    your    majesty 

(*)  This  dispatch  was  not  answered,  and 
produced  an  effect  precisely  the  contrary  of 
what  might  have  been  expected  in  a  regular 
course  ot  things.  The  spies  within,  and 
the  guards  without  the  palace  were  doubled. 
The  king  for  two  nights,  endured  the  in- 
sult of  an  alguazil,  who,  stationed  at  the 
door,  ordered  his  majesty  and  the  infant 
Don  Carlos  to  retire  to  their  apartments 
The  flrst  time  the  insult  was  o^'ered,  the, 
king  complained  in  severe  terms,  on  which 
,  the  governor  empkyed  polite  language,  and 
f  manifested  much  disapprobation  of  such 
conduct;  but  this  did  not  prevent  the  re- 
petition, and  probably  this  offensive  circum- 
stance would  have  been  repeated,  had  not 
the  king  abstained  from  going  out  at  night. 


will  give  to  the  world  a  proof  of  your  mag- 
naminity,  to  your  beloved  pn^en^s  a  proof  ot 
your  affection,  and  the  emperijr  will  be  gra- 
tified in  observing  with  wjjaf  wisdom  you 
di'^charge  the  demands  of  justice,  and  con- 
ciliate the  expectations  of  his  imperial  and 
royal  majesty." — All  approved  of  thi^  .<!alu- 
tary  advice,  and  I  did  no*  hesitate  a  moment 
in  adopting  it,  and  proceeded  to  act  upon  it. 
— I  communicated  it  to  the  council  with  the 
fit  citvunispection  to  serve  for  their  udurma- 
tion  and  direction;  and  aKo  iliat  they  may 
take  the  most  .-u  tive  mej^ures  to  protect  the 
houses  and  '^tmilies  of  the  four  denounced 
persons. — I  the  King  —  I-jayonnf,  Jpril 
2G.  1808. — To  the  prp-ident  of  the  council. 
ISio.  Vr  .  -  Li'lter  of  thi'  Kinsr  to  his  father, 
Charles  IF.  ^ 
My  honoured  Father  and  Lord — Your 
majesty  has  admitted  that  1  had  not  the 
smallest  participation  in  the  proceeduigs  at 
Aranjuez,  intended,  as  is  notorious,  and  as 
your  majesty  knows, not  to  disgust  you  with 
your  throne  and  government,  but  to  main- 
tain both,  and  not  to  abandon  the  vasi.  nml- 
titude  whose  maintenance  depends  upon 
the  throne  itself  Your  majesty  also  told 
me  that  your  abdication  had  been  sponta- 
neous, and  that  if  any  one  should  atleinpt 
to  persuade  me  it  was  otherwise  I  should 
not  believe  them,  for  it  was  the  most  pleas- 
ing act  of  your  life.  Your  majesty  now 
tells  me,  that  though  your  abdication  was 
certainly  an  act  of  your  own  free  will, 
you  nevertheless  reserved  in  your  mind  a 
right  to  resume  the  reigns  of  go\ernment 
when  you  should  think  proper.  I  have 
therefore  inquired  of  your  majesty,  if  you 
were  disposed  to  resume  your  sceptre,  and 
your  majesty  has  replied  that  you  neither 
would  return  to  the  throne  or  to  Spain. 
Notwithstanding  this,  your  majesty  desires 
me  to  renounce  in  your  favour  a  cro-vvn, 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  kingdom,  on  your  free  resigna-- 
tion  of  it.  To  a  son  who  has  always  been 
distinguished  for  his  love,  respect,  and  obe- 
dience to  his  parents,  nothing  that  can 
require  the  exercise  of  these  qualities  can  be 
rei)ugnant  to  his  tilial  piety,  especially  when 
the  discharge  of  my  duty  to  your  majesty, 
as  a  son,  is  not  in  contradiction  to  the  rela- 
tion  I  bear,  as  a  king,  to  my  beloved  sub- 
'  jects.  In  order  that  both  these,  who  demand 
my  highest  regard,  may  not  be  offended,  and 
that  your  majest}-  may  be  pleased  with  my 
obedience,  in  the  present  circumstance,  I 
am  willing  to  resign  niv  crown  in  favour  of 
your  majesty,  under  the  following  limita- 
tions : — 1.  ihat  yout- majesty  will  return  to 
Madrid,  w'hither  1  shall  atcoir.pany  you  and 
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serve  you  n?  the  most  dutiful  son  —2.  Tliat  When  the  Einperor  re-established  order  in 
there  a  cortes  should  be  assembled  ;  or,  it' \  Fiance,  great  dilTicuIties  were  removed,  and 
your  majesty  should  object  to  so  nunnetous  I  saw  new  motives  to  continue  attentive  to 
a  body,  that  all  the  Irlbiuiali  and  deputies  of" '  the  former  system  of  alliance.  W4ien  En- 
ihe  kingdom  should  be  convoked. — 3.  That  gland  declared  war  against  France,  I  happi- 
in  the  presence  of  this  council  my  renun-  j  ly  cnde.avoured   to  continue  neuter,  and  to 


elation  should  be  executed  in  due  tbrm,  and 
the  motives  stated  which  induced  me  to 
nwke  it.  These  are,  the  love  I  bear  to  my 
subjects,  and  my  wish  to  make  a  return  for 
their  aftection  towards  me,  by  securing  their 


preseive  to  my  people  the  happiness  of  peace, 
England  afler-A'a'ds  possessed  herself  of  four 
of  my  frigates,  and  made  war  upon  me, 
even  before  it  had  been  declared  ;  and  then 
I  was  under  the  necessity   of  opposing  force 


tranquillitv,  and   relieving   them   from  the    to  force  ;  and  the  calamities  of  war,  to  my 


horrors  of  a  civil  war,  by  means  of  a  renun- 
ciation, having  for  its  object  your  inajcsiy's 
resumption  of  the  sceptre,  and  your  return 
to  govern  subjects  worthy  of  your  love  and 
atfection. — 4.  That  your  majesty  should  not 
be  accompanied  by  individuals  who  Kave 
justly  excited  the  hatred  of  the  whole  na- 
tion,-^5.  That  should  your  majesty,  as  I  am 
informed,  be  neither  disposed  to  reign  in 
person,  nit  to  return  to  Spain,  in  such  case, 
that  I  should  govern  in  your  royal  name  as 
your  lieutenant.  There  is  no  one  who  can 
have  a  claim  to  bs  preferred  before  me.  I 
am  summoned  thereto  by  the  laws,  the 
wishes  of  my  people,  and  the  love  of  my 
subjects  ;  and  no  one  can  take  mere  zealous 
and  bounden  interest  in  their  prosperity. 
My  renunciation,  confined  within  these  li- 
mits, will  appear  in  the  eyts  of  the  Spa- 
niards a  ew  proof  of  my  preferring  their 
preservation  to  the  glory  of  governing  them, 
and  Europe  will  deem  me  worthy  of  govern- 
ing a  people  to  whose  tranquillity  I  h.Tve 
shewn  myself  ready  to  sacrifice  whatever  is 
most  flattering  and  alluring  in  human  esti- 
iTiaiion.  That  God  may  pre.servs  the  im- 
portant life  of  your  majesty  for  many  happy- 
years,  is  the  prayer  of  your  loving  and 
dutiful  son,  who  prostates  himself  at  your 
royal  feet. — Eeudixand. — Bayonne,  May 
1.    ISOS, 

No.  VIII. — Leftcr  from  Charles  IP',  to  his 
Son  Ferdinand. 
My  Son — Tite  perlldious  counsels  of  the 
men  who  surround  your  person,  have  placed 
Spain  in  a  critical  situation.  The  Emperor 
alone  can  save  iier. — P^lver  since  the  peace  of 
Basle,  1  hiivebeen  (irmly  persuaded  that  the 
essential  interests  of  my  people  were  insepa- 
rably connected  with  the  preservation  of  a 
goo"d  undersiandipg  with  France.  No  sacri- 
fice has  been  omitted  by  me  in  order  to 
obtain  this  important  object.  Even  when 
France  was  under  the  direction  of  ephemeral 
governments,  I  suppressed  my  private  feel- 
ings and  listened  only  to  the  dictates  of  po- 
licy,   and  the  welfare  of    my   subjects. — 


subjects,  were  the  consccjucnce. — Spain,  en- 
vironed by  coasts,  and  indebted  for  a  great 
portion  of  her  prosperity  to  her  ultra-marine 
possessions,  suffered  by  the  war  more  thnn 
any  other  state.  The  interruption  to  her 
comrjerce,  and  all  the  destruction  incident 
to  such  a  situation,  affected  my  subjects, 
and  some  of  them  had  the  injustice  to  attri- 
b'lte  these  events  to  my  ministers. — At  last, 
I  had  the  happiness  to  see  my  kingdom  tran- 
quil within,  and  free  from  inquietude,  so 
far  as  respected  the  integrity  of  my  domini- 
ons, I  being  the  only  one  among  the  kings 
of  Europe  who  sustained  himself  amid  the 
storms  of  these  later  times.  Spain  yet  en- 
joyed this  tranquillity,  not  then  obstructed  by 
those  councils  which  have  tnisled  you  froin^ 
the  right  path.  You  have  too  easily  permit- 
ted yourself  to  be  misled,  by  the  aversion  of 
your  first  wife  towards  France;  and  you 
have  thoughtlessly  participated  in  the  inju- 
rious resentments  indulged  againstmy  minis- 
ters, against  your  mother,  and  agains  myself. 
■ — It  wasuownecessary  to  recollect  my  own 
rights  as  a  father  and  a  king.  With  this 
view,  I  caused  you  to  be  arrested,  and  I 
found  among  your  papers  the  proof  of  your 
crime.  But  at  the  commencement  of  this 
career,  I  melted  at  seeing  my  son  on  the 
scaffold  of  destruction,  and  I  admitted  my 
sensibility  to  be  e.xcited  by  the  tears  of  your 
mother.  I  forgave  you,  notwithstanding 
my  subjects  were  agitated  by  the  deceitful 
expedients  of  a  faction,  of  which  you  have 
yourself  been  the  declared  leader.  From 
that  instant  I  resigned  all  the  tranquillity  of 
my  life,  and  was  compelled  to  add  to  the 
distresses  I  felt  for  the  calamities  of  my 
subjects,  the  afHictions  occasioned  by  the 
dissentions  in  my  own  fimily. — My  minis- 
ters were  calumniated  to  the  EmpercK^of  the 
French,  who  believing  that  the  Spaniards 
were  disposed  to  renounce  his  alliance,  and 
seeing  the  discord  that  prevailed  even  in  the 
bosom  of  my  owrv  family,  under  various  pre- 
tences, inundaied  myprovinces  with  his  troops. 
(To  l)c  Lontinucd.) 
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CoNVENTIUN      IN      PORTUGAL.    ■    Sif 

Hew  Dalrymple  is  arrived.     He  landed  at 
PortsmouUi  on  Tuesdav  last,  the    18th   in- 
stant ;  and,  if  I   am   rightly   informed,  his 
reception  was  not  a  bit  more  favourable  than 
that  which  the   citizens   of  London    lately 
met  with  at  St.  James's.    The  reader  knows, 
that  Portsmouth  abounds  in  government  de- 
pendents of  various   sorts    and   sizes  ;  yet. 
Sir  Hew  had  to  pass  through    hisses    more 
loud  and  general  than  ever  assailed  the  ac- 
tors of  a  damned  play.     It   is  said,  that  so 
great  was  the  indignation  and  so  violent  the 
apparent  intentions  of  the  populace,  that  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  surround  the  Ge- 
neral with    men,    armed   with    pistols    and 
swords.     This  was   but  a  scurvy   reception 
for  a  commander  of  an  expedition  ;   and,  I 
must  say,  that  I  give  the  populace  but  little 
credit   for    it,  seeing  how  silefit   they   have 
been  upon  former  occasions,  when  a   simi- 
lar feeling  was  called   for.     Sir    Hew   Dal- 
rymple is  looked  upon    as  a    man   without 
powerful  friends.     Therefore  it  is  that  he  is 
assailed.     It   is   base    to   complain   of    him 
without,  at  the   saine  time,  complaining  of 
those,  whose  example  he  has   folioued  as 
closely     as     circumstances    would     per.mit. 
There  is,  it  seems,   to  be   a  meeting  in  the 
County  of  Hants;   but,  no  address,  or  pe- 
tition, will  have  my  vote,  unless  it  point  at 
all  those,  whose   deeds   have   brought  dis- 
grace   upon    the  arms  of   England. — ■ — Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley   came    to   Plvmontb,  and 
he  had  the  discretion  not  to  make  any  gre;^t 
noise   upon  his  Linding.     He  snugged  it  in, 
jn  the  Plover  sloop,  and  off  he  went,   as  fast 
as  post-horses  could  Like  him,  to  that  place 
where  one  man  is  not  known  from  another  ; 
and  w+>ere  a  man  m?iy   walk   about  and  be 
hidden  at  the  same  time.     This  must,  how- 
ever, have  been   a    little  mortifying   to   the 
high  Wellesley.     It  was   not  tlius  that  he 
used  to   enter    Calcutta.     He   must,    upon 
hurrying  tml  of  the  wherry,  at  Plymouth,  in 
order  to  bundl;  himself  into  ihe  post-chaise, 
have  locked  back,  with  longing  eyes^  to  the 
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triumphal  arches  in   India,  and  to  the  hnr» 
dreds  and  thcnsands   of  gilded  barges,  that 
used  to  attend  liim  and  his  high  brother,   iii 
their  excursions   upon  the  rivers   of  "  our 
"  empirci  in  the  East."     I  dare  say,  tliat  ha 
began  to   wish   hiiliself  back   again    in   that 
country  of  "  glorious  wars;"  in  that  coun- 
try where  we  always  come  off  victorious ;  in 
that  country  where  we  are  great  conquerors ; 
in  that  country  where  there  are  ho  French^ 
wen  to  fight  against  ;   in  that  country  where 
there  is  no  "  licentious  "  press,  and  whence 
any  man,  be  he  who  he  may,  is  liable  to  be 
transported,  at  a  moment's  warning,  if  he 
dare  to  print   or  speak  any  thing  displeasing 
to   the   Commander-in-Chief      It    the    late 
Convention,  or  one  like  it,  had   been  mads 
in    that  country,  no  man   would  have  dared 
to  utter  even    a  whisper  of  disapprobation. 
In    a    country  so   situated  a* -to  its    laws,  it 
is  very  easy  to  he  a  great  conimander.     The 
newspapers,  and    all    the  things  printed  ia 
th.u  country,  are,  before  tliey  are  struck  off", 
taken  toa  person  appointed  by  the  ruler,  who 
strikes  out  with   his    pen  all  that  he  disap- 
proves of,  sometimes  inserting  other  words 
in  the    stead,  and,  in  .short,  leaves  not  one 
Avord,  even  in  the  advertisemenSs  of  books, 
or  of  any  thing  else,  that  hi  thinks   v/ill  ba 
displeasing  to  the   Gdvernor   General,     Oh> 
what  a   fine  thing  it    is  to  be   a  hero  in  that 
country  !      But,   I  think    it  may  be   as   well 
for  ns  not   to  expose  ourselves    to   the  con- 
tempt of  the  world  by  talkii-igof  the   "  glo^ 
"  ry"  which  our  armies  acquire  in  Indi.i, 
especially  now  that  we   h.ive  seeti    one  of 
these  Indian  heroes  pitted   against  a  general 

of  France. Nobody   has   inquired.  ho\r 

Sir  Arthur,   how  the  "  Chevalier  du  Bain^'*  , 
who  bent  "  Monseigneur  le  Due  d'Abrantcs 
"  en  personne ;'"  how  this  gallant   gentle- 
man came  to  come  home  ;  how  he  came  to 
quit  the  field  of  glory.     Nobody  has   made 
thi,s  inquiry,  and  yet    it    is   an  inquiry   very    . 
necessary  to  be  m:ide.     V/e   were  told,   that- 
one  great   object  of  the  Convention  was,  to?: 
"  gain  time ;"  to  get  our  ;fmy.  as  soon  f'S 
possible,  iuto  "  the  passes  of  the  Pyreiuiecs," 
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there  to  meet  the  French  and  lo  stop  them  in 
ti)eir  way  to  Spain.  Has  a  man  ot  our  army   - 
yet  moved   in   that  direction,   tiiuugh    it  is   j 
how  two  whole  months   since  the  Cunven-   I 
tion  wjs  signed,  and  thongh  it  whs  not   pte- 
leiicied,  even  by  Sir  Hew,   that  Junot  could 
lia>e  held  out  more  than  two  or  three  weeks.'    j 
H'ls  a  man  of  our  army   moved   in  that  di-   j 
fection  ?     No;    and   this,   at   the  time,  in   | 
my  very  first  article  upon  the  subject,   I  said  j 
mu^i   nnd  would  be  the  case.     I  knew  that 
v/e  should    not   send  away  our  army  if  we  i 
couid,     I   knew,  that   we  should    not  leave 
the  Portuguese   people  to  do  any  thing  in  tiie  | 
trny  of  settling  their  affairs  j  and,    besides, 
it  w.is  easy  to  forsee,  that  a  sea  ccnvevance 
would  be  wanted  fo'-  the  troops,  whic  h  con- 
veyance   we   had  made  over  to  the  French. 
Tht-re  the  army  is,  then,  at  the  end  of  two 
months,    just    where  it   was  the   day  after 
Wfliesley's  "  glorious  victory  "    \V\.^.t  time 
has  been  gained,  then  ?     Hnv  has  iho  Con- 
venli'in  answered  the  purpose   of  hastening 
our  army  towards  *'  the  passes  ot  the  Pyren 
"  nees  }  "     But,    how    came  Wellesley  to 
come  aivny,   when   it   was   so    neces:>ary  to 
push  on  to  meet  the  French?   "  He  is  not  re- 
called.''     O,   no;  he  is  upon  "  leave  of  oh- 
"  sence."     What  !  get  leave  of  iibsence,  at 
the  very  moment  when  the  army  was  to  be 
pushed  on  towaids  the  pa«se-.  of  <he    Pyren- 
nees  !   "   The  conq-ieror  ot    Vinuira"  get 
leave  nf  absence  at  such  a  time  !      Le.we  to 
be  ab-,ent  from  iighting !     No  :    he  will  not 
like  this  ground.     Well,  then,  will  he  siy, 
that  there    was  no   prospect   of  thearmv's 
marching  towards  the   passes  of  the  Pyren 
nees,  or  moving  towards  any  other  point  of 
rea'    war?     Will  he   s;)y   this?     if  he  do, 
then  we  ask  him  what  was  meant  by  gaimng 
t  'lie,  in  making  the  Convention,  and    what 
tiiat  same  service   was,  which   was  in  con- 
templation at  the  time  when  the  Convention 
was   made  ?     Admitting,    then,  that   he  is 
cornj  home  simply  upon  leave  of  absence ; 
that,  the   fact   is   as   his  partizans  say;   he 
itands   in  this  dilemma  :  either   he  is  come 
hime  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  another 
mieting  with   the   Tartar   Duke,  or  any  of 
his  like  ;  or,  the  pretext  of  gaining  time  by 

the  C'mvention  was  a  false  one. The  real 

trmh,  however,  I  take  lo  be,  that  the  mi- 
nis ers,  or  some  of  them,  when  they  found 
that  nothing  could  reconcile  the  country  to 
th-'  Convention,  they,  knowing  (what  the 
public  did  not  at  first  lyiow)  that  Wellesley 
Lad  t'e<^n  l!ie  chief  instrument  in  making 
tlic  Convention,  sent  off,  with  all  possible 
ipeed,  an  order  to  Sir  Hew  to  give  him  a 
la\«'  <«t  absence.  To  keep  him  there  they 
W'dTid  nst  venture,  and  to  recall  him    they 
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did  not  like.  The  middle  course  was  de- 
termined upon-;  and,  it  was,  too,  of  great 
importance,  tli.it  he  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  telling /»i  story  first.  This  accords 
with  all  the  rest  of  the  proceedings.  There 
has  been,  from  the  hrst,an  evident  intention 
to  screen  VVellesley,  let  what  would  come  of 
the  other  parties  concerned  ;  and  this  inten- 
tion   becomes,  every   day,  njore   and  more 

certain. As  to  our  army  in  Portt^gal,  so 

far  from  being  disposed  of  in  the  way   that 
was  expected,  and   that  it    was  pretended  it 
would  be,  it  is,  it  appears,  taking  possession 
of  different  towjis  and  districts  i«  Portugal; 
sealing  itself  quietly  down    as  in   a  country 
thai    it    has   won  ;     while   our  generals  are 
issuing  proclamations  for  the  keeping  of  the 
people  in   order.     It  is  .said,  that   we   have 
Jorti^-seven  generals   there.     What  a  deal  of 
wine  tliey  will  drink  !     What  a  tine  expence 
they  will  be  to  us  I     General  Horn    (ofth« 
"   ardent-minded  "  family)  has  issued  a  pro- 
clamation that  would  not  have  disgraced  th« 
late    Lord    Advocate    of    Scotland    himself. 
The  fact  is,  that  our  whole  army  in  Portugal 
is   i\ow   employed  in  keeping   the  people  of 
Portugal  in  order ;   that  is  to  say,  in  pievent- 
iiig  iliem  trom  forming  assemblies  of  repre- 
sentatives and  choosing  men  to  conduct  their 
afi'airs,  as   the  people   of  Spain    have  done. 
Who    did  nut  suppose,  that,  as  soon  as  we 
should  have  beaten  the  French   in  Portugal, 
and  relieved  that  country  fiom  the  presence 
and  the  oppression  of  its  invaders,  we  should 
have  left  the  Portuguese  to  take  care  of  their 
own   afTairs  and  marched   off  to  the  assis- 
tance of  the  Sjianiards  ?     Was  not  this  what 
v.e  all  supposed  ?     And  was  it  not  under  the 
pretence  that  our  army  would  be  set  loose  to 
match  into    Spain  ;   was  not    this   the   sole 
pretence  under  which  a  justification,  or  an 
excuse,    was  found  for    the    Convention  ? 
Now,  it  appears,    however,  that  our  army 
has  got  into  such  snug  quarters,  that  it  has 
no   desire  to  move.     It    has   been    moulded 
into  a   superintendant  of  the  police ;  a  sort 
of  Gendarmerie,    or  of  Holy-brotherhood, 
established  in  Portugal.     Are  we  told,  that 
the    security  of  the   monarchy   of  Portugal 
requires  this  ;  for  that  the  people,  if  left   to 
themselves,  might  fall  to  work   to  make  a 
governntent  of  their  own  ?     Let  us  be  told 
ilns  plainly,   then.     Let  u;   be  told,  if  this 
really  be    the' motive,  that    we  are  fighting 
and  labouring  merely  for  the  support  of  th« 
old  royal  families  against  the  new  royal  fa- 
milies, and  not  at   all  for  the  freedom  and 
happiness  of  any  people  in  any   part  of  the 
world.     Let   us  be    told   this,  in  so   many 
plain  words,  and  then  we  shall  know  how  to 
think  and  Lu  feel. The  kin»"s   recepliou 
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of  the  city  ot  London  Jddress  and  Petition 
has  excited  a  lUtle  discontent  in  the  minds 
of  many  persons,  even  in  this  humbled 
country.  Bat,  before  we  pruceeed  to  make 
any  remarks  upon  this,  let  us  insert  the 
(locnments  theraielves.  "  To  thr  King's 
*'  MOST  ExcellentMajksty.  I'he  hum- 
"  ble  and  duiiful  Address  and  Petition  of 
*'  the  Lord  M:iyor^  Alderman,  and  Com- 
"  mons  of  theC-ity  of  London,  in  common 
•'    council  assembled— —Most  Gracious 

"  Sovereign, We  your  majifsty's  most 

"  dutiful  ai'H  loyal  subjects,  the  Lord  Mayor, 
"  Alderman,  and  Commons  of  the  city  of 
*•  London,  in  common  council  as.sembled, 
"  most  humbly  approach  your  majesty, 
*'  with  renewed  assurances  of  attachment  to 
"  your  majesty's  most  sacred  person  and 
*'  government,  and  veneration  f  n'  the  free 
'*  principles  of  the  Brilisli  constitution  ;  to 
"  express  to  your  majesty  our  grief  and 
"  astonishment,  at  rhc-  extraordinary  and 
"  disgraceful  Convention  lately  entered  into 
"  by  the  commander  of  your  maj^'sty's 
"  forces  in  Portugal,  and  the  commnuder  of 

"■  the  French  army  in  Lisbon. The   cir- 

"  cumsiances  attending  this  aflflicting  event 
"  cannot  be  contemplated  by  British  minds 
"  without  the  most  painful  emotions ;  and 
"  all  ranks  of  your  majesty's  su:)jects  seeu^i 
"  to  have  felt  the  utmost  concern  and  in- 
"  dignatiqn  at  a  treaty  so  humiliating  and 
"  degrading  to  this  country  and  its  allies. 
•■'  After  a  signal  victory  gained  by  the  valour 
"■  and  discipline  of  British  troops,  by  which 
"  the  enemy  appears  to  have  been  cut  off 
"  from  all  means  ot'  succour  or  escape,  we 
"  have  the  sad  inortificalion  of  seeing  the 
"  laurels  so  nobly  acquired  torn  from  the 
"  brows  of  our  brave  soldiers, , and  terms 
''  granted  to  the  CTemy  disgraceful  to  the 
"  British  name,  and    injurious   to    the  best 

"  interests   of   the  British    nation, I'e- 

"  sides  the  restitution  of  the  Russian  ileet 
"  upon  a  definitive  treaty  of  i)eace  with 
"  that  power,  and  the  sending  back  to 
"  their  country,  without  exchange,  so 
"  large  a  number  of  Russian  sadors.  by  this 
"  ignominious  Con.vention,  British  fleets 
"  are  to  convey  to  France  the  French  army 
"  and  its  plunder,  where  they  will  be  at 
"  liberty  iminediately  to  recommence  their 
•'  active  operations  agninst  us  or  our  allies. 
**  The  guarantee  and  safe  conveyance  of 
*'  their  plunder,  cannot  but  prove  hig'.dy 
"  irritating  to  the  pillagtvl  inhabitants  over 
**  whom  they  have  tyrannized,  and  for 
**■  whose  deliverance  and  protection  the  Bri- 
"  tish  army  was?  sent,  and  the  full  recogni- 
"  tion  of  the  title  and  dignity  of  Emperor 
"  of  France,  while  all  mention  of  the  ga- 
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"  vernmerit  of  Portugal  is  omitted,  must 
"  be  considered  n^  highly  disrespectful  to  the 

"  legitimate  author iiy  of  that  country. • 

"  We  therefore  humbly  pray  your.rnajes'.y, 
"  in  justice  to  the  outraged  feelings  of  a 
"  brave,  injured,  and  indignant  people, 
"  whose  blood  and  treasure  have  be&n  thus 
"  expended,  as  well  as  to  retrieve  the 
"  wounded  honour  of  the  country,  and  to 
"  remove  from  its  character  »3  foul  a  stain 
"  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  that  your  majesty 
"  will  be  'gracio'isly  pleased  immediately  to 
"  institute  such  an  inquiry  into  this  disho- 
"  nourable  and  unprecedented  transaction, 
"  as  will  lead  to  the  discovery  and  punish- 
"  ment  of  those  by  who.se  misconduct  and 
"  incapacity  the  cause  of  the  country  and  its 
"  allies  have  been  so  shainefally  sacriticed. 

"  We  beg  to  assure  your  Majesty  of 

"  our  unalterable  fidelity,  and  earnest  desire 
"  to  co-operate  in  every  measure  conducive 
"  to  the  peace,  honour,  and  security  ot  your 

"  Majesty's  dominions Signed  by  order 

"  of  court. — Henry  Woodthoupe."; • 

To  which  Address  and  Petition  his  Majesty 
was  irraciouslcf  pleased  to  return  the  follow-^ 

ing  answer--^- "   I  am  fully   sensible   of 

"  your  loyalty  and  attachment  to  my  person 

"  and  gnvernaient, 1  give  credit   lo^  ths 

"  motives  which  have  dictated  your  Pti't'O'-i 
'■  and  Address,  but  1  must  remind  you  that 
"  it  is  'inconsistent  with  the  principle^  of 
"   Briliih  justicelQpronouvce judgment  until' 

''  out   previous    investigation. 1    should 

"  h;n'e  hoped  that  recent  occurrences  would 
"  have  convinced  you,  that  I  am  at  all  times 
"  ready  to  institute  inquiries  on  occasions  ia 
"  which  the  character  of  the  country,  or 
"  the  honour  of  my  arms  is  concerned,  and 
"  that  the  interposition  of  the  City  ot  I-on- 
"  don  could  not  be  necessary  for  inducing 
"  me  to  direct  doe  inquiry  to  be  made  mto 
''  a  transaction,  which  has  disappointed  tbe 
'•  hopes   aud  expectations  of  the   nation." 

They  were,  as  the  newspapers  state,  alJ 

grncious/:/  received,  and  had  (be  honour 
TO  KISS  HIS  MAJESTY'S  HAND. 
What,  a/l?  All  a  kiss  a-piece  ?  Mr.  Waith- 
man,  who  moved  the  Addre.ss,  and  who,  ni 
making  the  m.ition,  talked  about  Dunkirk 
and  th«  P! elder  ;  did  he  get  a  kiss  too  ?  I 
would  give  a  trifle  for  the  ascertaining  ot 
this  fact.  They  kneel,  I  think  I  h^'ve  heard, 
when  the/  kiss.  This  must  have  been  a 
highly  diverting  scene  to  Sir  Arthur  A^  el- 
lesley,  who  was  at  court,  and  who,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  newspap.?rs,  was  the  iirst 
perscv  presented  to  the  king  on  that  day, 
"  upon  his  return  from  Portug.-'.l,  on  leai-e 
"  of  alscKcc."  He  irmst  have  enjoyed  thn 
scone.     The  thing  was  perfect   in   all  its 
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parts.  Nothing  ever  was  more  so.  The  Lon- 
doners "  most  huniili^  npp'oach"  with  a 
"  most  humble  and  dutiful"  expression  ot 
"  assurances  of  attacl;meiit  lo  his  Majesty's 
'.'  most  sacred  person  atid  govcrurnctit  ;'' 
but,  then,  immediately  afterwards,  they  tall 
to  expressing  opinions  relative  to  the  Con- 
vention in  Portngal,  and  to  pr.iy,  th;it  some- 
thing or  other  niay  be  done  about  it.  AVhere- 
upon  ihey  get  a  good  hearty  ship;  and  then, 
being  of  the  true  breed,  they  all  kneel  down 
and  tail  to  kissing  the  hand,  by  which  it  lins 
been  bestowed.  Towards  such  people  the 
king  certainly  acted  with  great  propriety  ; 
for,  if  not  only  his  person  was  the  "  most 
**  sacred"  person,  but  his  government  also 
the  "  most  g£cred  "  government  ;  if  this 
was  the  case,  what  presumption  was  it  in 
tTiese  citizens  to  interfere  in  the  exercise  of 
the  functions  of  cither  ?  And,  if  this  was 
not  the  case,  then  the  citizens  told  a  bare- 
faced lie,  and,  as  liaving  done  that,  were 
^vell  worthy  of  the  rebuke  they  received. 
They  first  say  :  you  are  the  most  sacred  of 
human  beings,  and  your  government  is  as 
sncred  as  you  ;  they  appear  to  approach  with 
fear  and  trembling  not  to  be  described  by 
words;  and  tlien,  all  of  a  sudden,  they  be- 
gin to  sport  their  opinions  about  the  opera- 
tions of  the  army  and  the  conduct  of  the 
generals,  seeming  to  forget  that  the  army  is 
under  the  absolute  comn)and  of  this  '•  most 
**  sacred"  of  persons,  and  that  all  the  ge 
nerals   have  been  selected   by   this  "  most 

"  sacred"   of  governments. 1  am  glad, 

however,  that  they  kinsed  the  king's  hand 
after  he  had  given  them  what  they  de- 
served ;  because  it  showed,  that  they  wei,e 
penitent  3  that  they  were  come  to  their 
senses  ;  that  they  had  seen  the  folly,  not  to  i 
say  the  impiety,    of  presuming  to  dictate  to 

beings  the  "  most  sacred  "    here  below. 

The  Morning  Chronicle  has  taken  part  with 
the  citizens,  who,  n/'Wr  thfij  got  a  great 
iviiy  ofi ,  seem  to  have  grumbled  at  the 
King's  answer,  notwithstandmg  they  had 
kneeled  down  and  kissed  his  h:ind.  Tliis 
print  has  quoted  some  instances  of  tlic  con- 
duct of  thi;  late  King,  upon  similar  occabions. 
The  passage  is  as  follows:  "  A  very  strong 
"  Petition  was  presented  by  the  Corpora- 
"  tion  of  London  to  the  King,  in  the  year 
"  1756,  respecting  the  affair  at  Minorca, 
*'  "  pr-'^yi'ig  -or  suck  an  inquiry  as  n:ay  lead 
*'  to  the  di'^'-overy  and  puiiishment  of  the 
**  authors  of  the  hte  losses  and  disappoint- 
".ments,"  almost  the  same  words  of  the 
"  prayer  of  the  l->:.ti'jn  presented  on  V.''ed- 
*'  nesday ;  the  ^r.^ds  of  which  are,  "  to 
"  institute  such  an  inquiry  as  will  lead  to 
**  tlie  diicov'jf/  ai;d     inisl^jjicni  ©f  ihose  ! 

i 
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"  by  whose  misconduct  and  incapacity  th« 
"  cause  ot  the  country  and  its  allies  has 
"  been  so  shamelnily  sacrificed  :"  the  an- 
"  swer  to  the  Petition  of  50"  was  as  follows : 
*'  — — "  I  thank  you  for  these  professions 
"  "  of  your  duty  to  me ;   my  concern  for 

"■  "  the  loss  of  vni  island  of  Minorca  is 
"  "  great  end  sincere  ;  my  utmost  care- 
"  "  and  vigilance  have  been,   and  shall  be 

"  "  exerted  to  n)aintain  the  honour  of  the 

"  "  nation,  and  the  commerce  of  my  sub- 

"  "  jccls.     'J  he  e\fnts  of  war  are  nncer- 

"  "  tain,  but  nothing  shall  1  «  wanting  on 

"  "  my  part  towards  carrying  it  o!)    with 

"  "  vigour,  in  order  to  a  safe  and  honour- 

"  "  able    peace,    and     for   recovering  and 

"  "  securing,  by   the  blessing  of  God,  tho 

"  "  possessions   and  rights  of  my    crown. 

**  "  — /  shall  not  Jail  to  dn   justice   upon 

"  "  any  persons  jvho  sluJl  have  teen  want- 

"  "  ing  in  their  duly  lo  vie  and  their  conn' 

"  "  try;    to  enforce  obedience  and  disci- 

"  "  pline  in  m)'  fleets  crd   armies,  and  to 

'■'  "  support  the  authority  and  respect  duo 

"  "  to  my  government." In  the    year 

"  1757,  when  the  immortal  Chatham  was 

"  at  the  head  of  affairs,  after  the  failure  of 

"  tke   llochford  h^xpedition,  a  member  of 

"  the   common  council  had  given  notice  of 

"  a  motion  for  "  an   address   and   petition 

"  "to  his  majesty   on  the  miscarriage   of 

"  "  the    late  e,\pcdition   to   the    coast   of 

'•  "  France." The  Lord  Mayoracqnaint- 

"  "  ed  the  court,  that  on   Monday  the  1st 

'•  "  day  of  October,   1757,  VViUiam  Blair, 

"  ''  Esq.  one  of  the  clerks  of  his  majesty's 

"  "  most  honourable  privy   council,  came 

"  "  to  the  Mansion   House  and  ;.cquainted 

"  ■'  the  I/ird  Mayor,  that  he  waited  on  hi» 

"  '•  Lordship  to  let  him  know,  his  Majesty 

"  "  had  givtn  pro/.er  directions  for  an  in- 

"  ''  quiiy  lo  ie  forlhuliii  made  into  liie  le- 

"  "  havinur  of  the  Commanding  Oncers  in 

"  "  the  late  c.ipedilion  against  France,  and 

"  "  the  cause  vf  the  niiscar/iage  of  the  said 

"  "  expedition,  and  that  sucii  iuquinj  luoiild 

"  '*  Zr  carried  on  and  prosecuted  with  the 

"  "  ulmcit  expedition.,  vigour  and   effect." 

"  Now,  why  it  should  be  more  ircon- 

"  sisltiUt  with  the  principles  of  British  jus- 

"  fice,    to    pctiiiuu  for  an    inquiry  of  this 

"  kind  in  1508,  than  in  17oti  and  1757,  it 

"  is   im.possible  to  ccnceive,  unless  indeed 

"  we  should  suppose,  that  lord  Havvkesbuiy 

"  is  a  much  better  judge  of  the   principles 

"  of    Briti^sh  justice   tlian   loid    Chatham. 

"  The  Address    presented  on   Wednesday, 

"  and  that  of   .'30',  are  the  same   in  spirit, 

"  and  iihnost  in  terms,     How   then  are  wo 

"  to  account  for  th.e  diiTerence  of  their  re- 
ception ?     Why  should  the  una  be  con- 
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"  sidered    Ss    perfectly   jtist   and    proper, 
"  while    the   otlier    is  reproved  as   having 
"  "  pronounced  jvidgment  previous   to  in- 
"  "  vestigalion  ?  "      We    have     n.)t     now, 
"  however,  to  ie^rg^wilh  wh:it  a  total  disre- 
"■  gard  of  delicac:)'  and  propriety  the  minis- 
•*  tern  can  occasionally  conduct  themselves 
"  towards    their    SiJi'tre'tirn.       When    they 
"  have  any  favourite   object  to  accomplish, 
"  they,   without    the   least    scruple,    advise 
"  his  majesty    to  contradict  and  stultify  his 
"  own  acts  and  expressions.  Is  this  decent  ? 
''   Is    it  to  be  endured  either  f.ij  the  king  or 
"  the  nation  ?     Can  it  tail   to  remind  us  of 
"  the  infamous  administration  of  the  prince 
"  of  the  Peace  in  Spain  ?     The  gracious  re- 
"  ception  met  with  by  sir  A.  Wellebley,  at 
"  the  very  moment  the  Corporation  was  ad- 
"  mitted,  leaves  little   doubt  as  to  the  de- 
'*  sign    of  this  proceeding.     But    w^e  trust 
*'  that  a  British   public  will  not   tamely  see 
"  their  Sovereign   abused,    and  tiiemselves 
"  checked  in   the    exercise  of  their  consti- 
"  tutipnal  privileges,  without  the  strongest 
•'  marks  of  indignaticn  at  such  mischievous 
*'  practices."— -—Now,  as  to  these  instances, 
to    make   them   applitable,    the    Morning 
Chronicle  should  have  shewn  us,  not   tliat 
the  form  of  the  constitution  of  the  country 
was  the  same  that  it  was  in  the  years  I'J^Q 
and  1757>  but  that  it   was  in  substance  the 
same,  and,  above  all,  that  the   people  were 
-8till  the  same  sort  of  perple.     At  the  former 
period  the  ta.xes  raised  upon    the  labour  of 
the   people  amounted  to   about  5  or  6  mil- 
lions a  year,  and  they  now  amount   to  fifty 
millions  J   that    is    to  say,    the   ministers  of 
that  diiy    had  live  or  six  millions  a  year  to 
■expend,    while   the  ministers,  now-a  days, 
have,  in  loans  and   all,  about  seventy  mil- 
lions a  year  to  expend.     At   the  former  pe- 
riod, the  standmg  army   did    not   amount, 
perhaps,  to  more  than  thirty  or  forty  thou- 
sand men,  in  time  of  war  ;   now,    the  staff^" 
and  foreign    troops    exceed   that    number, 
while  the  whole  of  the  commissioned-of- 
ficers,   caskieruble   at  pleasure,  amount    to 
about  fifteen  thousand  persons,  and    while, 
in   one    way  or  another,     the    relfltions   of 
all   these,  as   well  as   i hem-selves,    are,    in 
some  m^Msure,  dependent    upon  the  minis- 
try.    At  the  tbrmer  period  a  thing  like  the 
Income  tax  had    never  entered  the  mind  of 
man,  and,  if  an  Englishman    of   that   day 
had  been  told,   that  his  children  would  have 
such     a     tax     imposed     upon     them,     he 
would  have  clenched  his    fist  and  knocked 
down  the  asscrter.     At  that  period  the  East 
India  Company  were   mere  merchants  and 
not  sovereigns  ;  not  a  body  so  powerful  as  to 
be  able  to  draw  frem  the  people  of  England 
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million  after  million  of  ''  e  fruit  of  their 
labour.  .;\t  that  peiiod  t»)''  doctrnie  that 
truth  was  a  libel,  and  liiar  to  hurt  a  man's 
feelings  was  libellous,  had  not  b^en  promul- 
gated and  acted  ujwn,  much  less  \^as  there 
any  law  for  trnn-sl'orling  persons  coiivii,ied  of 
libelling  the  ministers.  At  that  time,  the 
Habeas  Co.  pus,  or  Personal  Security  ykf, 
had  never  been  suspended  except  in  case  of 
actual  rebellion  or  commotion,  much  less 
had  it  been  kept  suspanded  for  several  years 
together.  At  that  period  there  was  no  in- 
stance of  a  minister's  having  been  detected 
in  lending  fijrty  thousand  pounds  of  tha 
public  money  to  two  members  of  parliament, 
without  interest,  without  any  authority  for 
so  doing,  and  without  the  consent  or  know- 
ledge of  even  his  cojieagues  ;  and,  upon 
proof  of  this  being  laid  before  the  parliament, 
of  such  minister's  being  screened  by  a  bill 

of  indemnij:y. Now,  whether  the  change 

is  for  the  better  or  for  the  worse;   whether 
the  people  have  acted  wisely  in  lending  their 
aid,    or  giving  their  silent  assent,    to    this 
change,  let  the  citizens  of  London  decide  ; 
but,    that    I  lie   change   has  taken    place    is 
certain  ;    that  thay  have,    tacitly   at  least, 
approved  of    the  change,    is   also  certain  ; 
for  it  is  notorious,  that  they  have,  more  than 
any  other  pari  of  the  people,  supported  the 
funding  and  taxing  system,  which  has  natu- 
rally produced  all  the  rest  of  the  chairge ; 
and,  therefore,  they   have  no  reason  at  all 
to  complain  that  the  present  king  does  not 
speak  to  them  in  the  language  in  which  his 
predecessor  spoke  to  their  fathers.     What  ! 
thev  now  whine  and  snivel  because  they  are 
not    treated  as    their  fathers  Mere   treated. 
Their  fathers  were  a  different  sort  of  men  ; 
their  fathers  would  have  demanded  inquiry 
upon    other    occasions    than    the    present  ; 
their   fathers   knew,   felt,    and  would    have 
urged,  their    rights,  at   a   time  when   they 
were   talking    of  their  duties ;   their  fathers 
knew  how  to  demand  as  well  as  to  implore ; 
their  fathers  were  ni'- n  widely  difTerent  from 
them,  and,  therefore,   they  merited  and  re- 
ceived a  treatment  widely  different.     What!, 
is  it  till   nmv  that  they  have  waited  to  dis- 
cover that  they  are  not  what  their  fathers 
were  ?     Do  they  now  complai:  o    the  ?ilts 
and    the    Havv'kesburies  j    they,    who   nave 
supported   them  in  every  thing  for  so  many 
long  and  fiital  years  of  declins  cf  national 
pride  and  independence  !     They,  who  have 
set  up  the  howl  of  Jacobin  and  traitor  against 
every  one,  who  dared  to  move  his   tongue 
or  his  pen  in  opposition  to  the  acts  and  de- 
signs of  the   minister   of  the  d.iy  ?     They, 
who  have  voted  and  spcechirie:xl  aiid  subscrib« 
ed  against  every  person^  who  talked  of  free 
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dom  ?     Tliey,  who,  whether  in  his  making 
peace   or  in   making  war,  approved  of  all, 
ave,    all   anJ   every   individual   act,  of  the 
late  Pitt?     Do  they  now  complain  of  the 
o-:)eralion   of  his  principles,  acted  upon  by 
hi   legitimate  heirs  and  succcs»(->rs  ?     "  In- 
•'  quir-y  "  !      What    right    have    such    men 
to  ask   for    iiujairy  ?     They,  who   have,  a 
hundred  times  voted  against  the    principle 
of  inquiry  ;   they,  who  have  been  maintain- 
ing, for  more  than    twenty  years  past,  the 
doctrine  of  confidence  and  inesfjonsiiility  ; 
they  who  have,  upon  all  occasions,  repre- 
fented  as   disatFccled   to  the  counlry  every 
man  who  has  \vishcd  for  inriuiry  info  (he 
rondnct    of  the    government  ?     Wliat  right 
have  such  men  to  ask  for   inquiry   now  in 
particular;  and   with    what  face    can   they 
complain,  that  ihey  i^re  sharply  rebuked  for 
so  doing  ?     Pity   them,     indeed  !     Not    \. 
Tiiev  have  ihcir  just  reward.     If  they  had 
rot  actad  a  base  and  degenerate  part,  for  so 
many  ye.  rs,  that  which  has  now  happened, 
that  whi(  h  has"  now  at  last  urged   them  to 
a^k  for  iiupury,  never  would  have  happened. 
It  is  "  in  themselves,  and  not  in  their  stars, 
♦'  that  they  are  underlings."     Their   humi- 
liation   is   the   work   of  their   own   bands, 
I'o  such  men  tha  king's  answer  was  perfect- 
ly proper;  and,  as   the  rest   of  the  nation 
has  invariablv  followed  their  example  in  acts 
of  submission  and  subserviency  to   the  mi- 
nistry of  the  day,  the  answer  to  them  will 
very  properly  become  a  general  one.     The 
years    ]75Li   and    I/j/,    indeed!      Remind 
the  king  of  wh-'t  was  the  language  of  the 
king  at  that  time !     As  well  might  he  re- 
mind them  of  wd)at  was  the  language  and 
what  the  conduct  of  the  people  at  that  time, 
or   in    foriner    limes.     When    it    has   been 
urged  to  this  same   corporation  of  London^ 
th.it  such  and  such  acts  were  a  glaring  viola- 
tion   of  the    constitution    of   Kngland,    has 
not   the  finswcr   conjilantly   been,  that  tke 
times  mne  rhmtged  i  that  t  lie  present   situa- 
tion    ot    i!ie    country    warrs'ited,    and    d.^- 
mandcd,  that    which,  formerly  would  have 
been    unjustifiable;  and,  have   we    not    re- 
centiv  seen,  from  the  pen  of  those  wlio  arc 
well  knovrn  to  be  the  avowfd  arlvocates  of  the 
Opjjobiiion  party,  a  justification  of  what  was 
fuimerly   called  "   bribery  and  corruption," 
a  j'jstilication   of  th«   purchase  and  sale  of 
seavs  in  pailianient,  as  being  suitr.hle  to  this 
new   stale  of  things?     And,  are  we,  atrer 
tliis  ;  «ficr  having  lived  so  long  in  this  state, 
to  be  calltrd  upon  to  bestow  our  compassion 
upon  tliose,   who,  having  been  niosi  instni- 
jnrHlal  in  i)rodiKiiig  it,   rmw  complain,   tluit 
thi-y    are  not    treated  as  their  fathers  were  ? 
Bat,  tl;e  chifi'f  objeclion  to  ibeii  com[)laint 
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is  this:  why  did  they  not  pelilion  for  in- 
quiry upon  former  occasions  ?  Is  this  the 
first  military  failure  that  this  poor  nation 
has  experienced  ?  Is  this  the  first  disgrace- 
ful Convention  that  has  been  made  ?  Is  this 
the  first  instance,  of  late  years,  in  which 
English  treasure  and  English  blood  have  been 
expended  in  the  pn  chase  of  national  dis- 
honour ?  If  it  be,  then  these  people  might 
have  some  ground  for  complaint ;  but,  if  it 
be  not,  and  if  this  be  the  first  time  of  their 
peiitioning  for  inquiry,  the  answer  they  have 
received,  so  far  from  being  harsh,  was  much 

milder  than  thev  had  a  right  to  expect. 

They  compl.-in  of  the  omnipotence  of  "  a 
"  certain  great  family,"  dealing,  as  slaves 
must  and  do,  in  inuendo  and   insinuation, 
not  daring  to  name  those  whom  they  hate. 
But,  is   not   the    "   omnipotence "    of  this 
family   their  own   work  ?     Have  they  ever 
stirred  an  inch  in  the  inquir'cs  moved  for 
with  respect  to  the  Welleslcys  ?     Have  they 
not  set  their  faces  against  all  those  who  did  ? 
Have  not  both  parties  ;  have  not  the  nation, 
with  here  and  theic  a  solitary  and  insignifi- 
cant exception,  given  their  sanction  to  what 
I  has   been    the   natural    cause  of  what  they 
I  now  complain  of?     Whimpering,  whining 
•  creatures,  as   they  are,  it   is   truly  a  pretty 
1  jest  to  hear  them,  at  this  day,  calling  for  in- 
j  quiry  1     No,  no :   they    must    not   hope   lo 
i  succeed  in  this  way      It  is  too  late  for  them 
to  assume  a  new  character.     Oh,  the  base 
flatterers!     It  stirs  one's  gall  to  hear  their 
complaints.     Is   there  a  man  or  a  woman  or 
a  child,  in    power,  or  belonging  to  any  one 
in  power,  whom  thev  have  not  eulogized  to 
the  skies?   Have  they  not  ])raised  all  that  has 
been  done,  and  all  thai  has  been  intended  to 
be  done,  by  every  setof  meii  who.forthe  time 
being,  had  the  expending  of  thelaxes  !  Is  not 
this  ihe  case  ?     No  man  can  denv  that  it  is^ 
Away    with    them   and    their    complaints, 

then  !    Let   them  howl  to  the   winds. ■ 

There  is  a  part  of  the  obseivalions  of  (he 
jNloniing  Chronicle,  relating  lo  the  King 
him.'clf,  which  deserves  notice.  It  blames 
the  answer,  but  chooses  to  .'•uppose,  that  the 
ministers  Joicedxht:  king  to  give  such  an  an- 
swer, and  expresses  a  hope,  that  "  the 
"  British  public  will  not  tamely  .see  their 
"  Sovereign  thus  alused."  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  know,  whether  this  be  meant  as  irony, 
or  not.  If  it  be,  it  is  nmch  too  grave; 
for  certainly  the  far  greater  part  of  readers 
will  take  it  as  seritnis,  and,  if  so,  they  nuist 
suppose,  that  the  Morning  Chronicle  pays 
no  great  compliment  to  the  intellects  of  fl.e 
King.  "  The  King  can  do  no  wrong  ;" 
bur,  the  meaning  of  this  is,  not  that  he  can 
wittingly  and  willingly  do  nothing  which   is 
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wrong  in  itself,  because,  being  subject  to 
passion  like  other  men,  he  might  knock  a 
person  down  ;  but,  that  he  can  do  nothing 
ivhick  shall  siihji'ct  him  to  the  operation  of 
the  criminal  law.  In  any  other  sense,  the 
words  are  an  absurdity.  They  would  sup- 
pose the  King  to  have  neither  will  nor  judg- 
ment of  his  own  ;  to  be  a  mere  state  pup- 
pet, whose  situation  might  be  filled  by  an 
ideot  or  a  log  of  wood.  To  that  sort  of 
courtesy,  which  imputes  to  the  ministers  all 
that  one  disapproves  of  in  the  language  and 
conduct  of  the  King,  there  is  no  objection  ; 
but,  to  carry  this  so  far  as  to  call  upon  the 
people  to  avenge  the  King  on  account  of 
what  he,  from  his  own  lips,  has  uttered,  is 
really  an  insult  upon  the  understanding  of 
the  public,  and  would  be  practised  by  no 
one,  whose  views  were  not    much   more  of 

a  party  than  of  a  public  nature. Bkkk- 

gHiRE  has  come  to  a  resolution  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  City  of  London,  and,  as  I 
fear  the  instances  will  be  rare,  after  the  re- 
buke which  the  city  received,  I  shall,  as  far 
as  I  am  able,  perpetuate  the  memory  of  these 
instances.     The  following  is  an  account   of 

the  proceedings  in  Berkshire  : "  Read- 

"  IKG,  Oct.  IS.  —  Pursuant  to  a  requisition 
"  signed  by  a  number  of  the  freeholders  of 
"  our  county,  and  an  order  issued  in  conse- 
"  quence  thereof  by  the  high  sheriff,  a  most 
"  numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of  the 
"  nobility,  clergy  and  freeholders,  was  this 
"  day  held  in  the  town-hall,  for  the  pur- 
"  pose  of  taking  into  their  consideration  the 
"  terms  of  the  late  Convention  in  Portugal, 
"  which  has  been  acceded  to  by  the  British 
"  general  officers  commanding  in  that  coun- 
"  try,  and  for  expressing  to  his  majesty 
"  their  sentiments  oti  the  occasion.  After 
''  the  usual  form  of  opening  the  court,  it 
"  was  moved  and  seconded,  "  That  an 
"  humble  and  dutiful  address  be  presented 
"  to  his  majesty,  praying  that  he  may  be 
"  gr.iciously  pleased  to  order  that  an  in- 
"  quiry  should  be  instituted  with  respect  to 
*'  the  cause  of  the  late  disgraceful  Conven- 
*'  tion  in  Portugal,  and  also  beseeching  his 
"  majesty  that  he  may  be  graciously  pleased 
"  to  order  that  such  steps  may  be  taken,  as 
"  will  ensure  the  punishment  of  the  guilty 
"  person  or  persons  in  that  disgraceful  trans- 
"  action,  however    high  his  rank  in  society 

"  maybe." The  motion   was   iriade  by 

"  G.  MiTFOKD,  Esq.  and  seconded  by  C. 
"  Dickinson,  Esq.  It  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
"  Nares  one  of  the  British  Critic  parsons, 
*'  the  other  being  the  famous  Mr.  Beloe, 
"  who  was,  sometime  ago,  ot  the  British 
"  Museum.  Mr.  Nares  was  seconded  by  a 
"  Mr.    CoBHAM. — The  -opposition  rested 
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"  not  otily  on  the  idea  that  judgment  would 
"  by  this  motion  be  pronounced  beforfe  trial, 
"  but  also  on  the  principle  of  its  being  iin- 
"  proper  tu  oO'end  the  royal  ear  hxj  a  subject 
"  prrsuming  to  gii'e  his  ndvite  in  a  manner 
"  which  was  knnirn  to  be  contrary  ta  the  de- 
"  dared  sentimenls  of  the  lOyal  mind.  In 
"  reply  to  both  these  points,  it  was  argued 
"  by  Lord  Folkkstonk,  Henry  Marsh, 
"  Esq.  Di-,  Valpy,  and  other  gentlemen 
"  wh'.)  signed  the  requisition,  that  no  indi- 
"  vidual  was  implicated,  either  by  the  words 
"  or  tenor  of  tiie  motion  ;  it  pointedly,  no 
"  doubt,  censured  the  thing;  but  it,  at  the 
"  same  time,  called  for  inquiry  as  to  who 
"  may  be  the  guilty  person,  and  expressing 
"  the  anxious  hope  of  the  freeholders,  th  t 
"  exemi)l:iry  punishment  may  follow  this 
"  trial  and  conviction.  With  respect  to  the 
"  second  point  which  had  been  advanced 
"  by  some  of  the  opposers  of  the  motion,  it 
"  had  been  so  repeatedly  urged,  Snd  lefuted 
"  in  the  most  able  manner,  that  it  was 
"  thought  hardly  worth  a  comment ;  it  was 
"  a  fact  which  was  notorious  to  every  Eng- 
"  lishman  who  ever  consulted  a  page  of 
"  his  own  history,  that,  however  correct 
"  the  motives  of  the  gentlemen  who  op- 
"  posed  the  present  motion  might  possibly 
"  be,  and  most  probably  were,  yet  it  was  a 
"■  most  unquestionable  tact,  that  the  "  dan- 
"  ger  of  offending  the  royal  ear"  has  been 
"  urged  by  t^e  most  abject  slaves,  and  most 
"  time-serving  sycophants,  in  the  worst  pe- 
"  riods  of  our  history.  On  the  other  hand, 
"  the  fact  was  as  clearly  ascertained,  and  as 
"  generally  known,  that  at  the  periods  of 
*'  our  history  which  excited  the  universal 
"  admiration  of  the  world,  the  constitution.-il 
"  language  of  Britons  was  held  to  be  this — 
"  that  every  subject,  however  humble  his 
"  station  in  life  might  be,  had  by  the  pe- 
"  culiarly  inestimable  blessings  of  the  Bri- 
"  tisli  constitution,  a  most  imquestionable 
"  right,  and  that,  in  fact,  it  was  his  boun- 
"  den  duty,  to  approach  the  throne,  on  any 
"  great  public  emergency,  by  which  the 
*'  national  character,  interest,  or  honour, 
"  may  appear  to  him  to  have  been  ct)mpro- 
*'  mised,  and  state  his  sentiments  thereon  in 
"  respectful  but  in  manly  terms ;  it  was  his 
"  duty  to  do  so,  in  grder  that  the  parental 
"  attention  of  the  sovereign  might  be  more 
•'  immediately,  but  with  hamill^',  called  to 
"  a  point  in    which   bad  advisers,  had  pre- 

"  viously  had  access  to   the  royal  ear. 

"  The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried  by 
"  a  majority  of  six  to  one." I'he  Cor- 
poration of  Winchester  have  addressed 
the  King  upon  the  subject  !  "  Tread  upon 
"  a  worm  and  ii  will  turn  again."     This  is 
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really  creditable  to  Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  who  1 
though  in  a  very  b.id  st.ne  of  health,  did,  I  , 

believe,  attend  the  meeting  in   person. j 

The   inhabitants   at   largo,  of  the  city    and 
suburbs   of  Winchester,  have   also  sent  an   i 
A.ldress,  of  which  a  copy  is   here  inserted. 
I  have  Ijcard,  too,  that  the   names,  signed 
to  this  address,  \yere,  many  of  them,  such  ; 
as  might  have  been  expected  to  be  withheld,  j 
upon    such   an   occasion.     Really,    if  Ifin-  j 
Chester  acts  thus,  there   may  be  something  ! 
like  50/// yet  left   in    this  county.     Tiie  ac- 
count  is  as  follows,  and  it  is  w'ith  unfeigned  I 

sttisfaction  that  I    put   it  upon  record. j 

*'  On  Monday  se'nnight  the  corporation  of  j 
f-'  Winchester  held  a  meeting,  attheGnlld- 
"  hail,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
"  propriety  of  addressing  his  m.ije.nty  on  the 
*'  convention  lately  entered  into  by  the  of- 
"  ficers  commanding  his  Majesty's  forces 
"  in  Portugal,  H.  C.  P.  Mildmay,  esq.  the 
*'.  mayor,  ifi  the  chair.  An  address  was 
"  proposed  by  Mr.  Alderman  Earle,  and 
"  seconded  by  Mr.  Alderman  Silver,  and 
''  unanimously  agreed  to,  praying  his  Ma- 
-'  jesty  to  instituli:  an  inquiry  into  their  con- 
"  duct.  Sir  R.  Gamon,  bart.  and  H  C.  P. 
*'  Mildmay,  esq.  the  representatives  of  this 
■*'  city,  were  desired  to  present  the  same, 
*'  attended  by  Mr.  Alderman  Earle,  And 
*'  on  Tliursday  following,  a  meeting  of  the 
"  inh.ibitnn's  at  large  of  the  city  and  su- 
*'■  burbs  of  VVinchetier  was  held  at  the  same 
"■  place  (by  permission  of  the  mayor)  for 
*'  the  like  purpose;  when  Dr.  Liitlehales 
"  was  unanimously  called  to  the  chair,  and 
"  ihe  following  address  was  proposed  by 
"  W.  F.  Bury,  esq,  and  seconded  by  J. 
"  WoolU,  esq.  and  unanimously  agreed  to: 

"  To  THE  King's  most  exceliknt 

"  Majesty. — May  it  pltasK  your  Majesty, 
*'  We,  your  Majesty's  mo-.t  dutiiul  and 
*'  loyal  subjects,  inhabitants  of  the  city  and 
*'  suburbs  of  V/ir.chester,  beg  leave  to  ap- 
**  proach  the  throne  to  express  our  sincere 
"  attachment  to  your  royal  person  and  fa- 
"  mily,  and  being  sensible  that  your  Ma- 
*'  je.s;y'8  true  glory  is  inseparable  from  that 
"  of  your  people,  we  humb'/  presume  to 
"  pray  that  your  Majesty  will  oe  pleased  to 
**  order  a  full,  free,  and  effective  inquiry 
**  to  be  made  iiito  the  causes  and  circum- 
"  stances  of  the  convention  of  Portugal  — a 
**  convention  which  has  caused  general  mor- 
*'  tification  and  disappointment,  and  de- 
"  prived  your  brave  soldiers  of  the  expected 
"  result  of  their  good  and  honourable  exer- 
*'  tions — the  unconditional  surrender  of  the 
"  wh;)l-  French  army.  Your  pK.titioncrs 
"  cannot  but  deeply  lament  that  such  an 
*'  oppjrtuniiy  was  lost ;  but  as  we  do  not 
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"  presume  to  anticipate  conviction,  if,  up- 
"  on  mature  investigation,  is  shall  be  found 
"  that  your  commanders  were  compelled 
"  by  insurmountable  obstacles  to  conclude 
"  such  a  treaty,  justice  demands  that  they 
"  should  be  reinstated  in  the  good  opinion 
"  of  their  country  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
"  if  they  were  actuated  by  any  thing  less 
"  than  imperious  necessity,  we  are  lully 
"  persuaded,  from  the  interest  which  your 
"  majesty  mu,it  ever  feel  in  the  fair  fame 
"  and  honour  of  your  kingdom,  that  they 
"  v/ill  experience  such  marks  of  your  royal 
"  displeasure  as  may  prove  a  severe  example 
"  to  others,  and  deter  them  from  tarnishing 
"  in  the  cabinet,  the  glory  acquired  in  tho 
"  Field." This  Address  is  very  good  in- 
deed. There  is  none  of  that  spaniel-like 
humility  in  it  that  we  see  in  the  London 
Address.  The  people  do  not  seem  to  speak 
as  if  they  were  approaching  the  throne  of  a 
life-and-death  sovereign.  Upon  reading  the 
London  Address,  one  cannot  help  figuring 
to  erne's  self  a  parcel  of  crouching  creatures 
with  knees  knocking  together  and  teeth  clat- 
tering in  their  head,  as  if  waiting  the  crash 
of  a  roof  or  the  fall  of  a  thunderbolt.  No 
man  living  would  suppose,  that  tliey  were 
the  descendants  of  the  men,  who  obtained 
the  Bi//  of  Rights  and  the  Jet  of  Srttle- 
ment.  I  hear  that  the  county  is  to  have  a 
meeting;  but,  whether  the  answer  to  the 
city  will   put  a  stop  to  this,  is  more  than  I 

shall     pretend    to    deteraiine. Essex    is 

about  (o  meet,  and  I  an  iiappy  to  perceive, 
that  Mr.  HuKGOYNE  is  taking  an  active  part  ; 
for,  if  1  am  to  judge  from  what  he  has  writ- 
ten and  publiihrd,  he  is  as  sensible  and 
sound  a  man  as  any  in  the  kingdom,  though, 
as  to  so.ne  particular  points,  I  differ  from 
him  in  opinion.  That  county  has  been, 
as  to  representation  in  parliament,  a  nullity, 
for  many  years.  The  two  factions,  as  they 
did  in  Westminster,  have,  to  save  trouble 
and  expeiice,  made  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment, by  which  they  name  each  a  member, 
the  ciiitf  per.^ons  in  the  county  have  a  good 
dinner,  once  in  six  years,  toast  the  Biitish 
Cotisiitution,  and  the  people  have  just  as 
much  to  say  in  the  matter,  as  the  good 
people  of   Russia  or  Turkey   or  Germany 

have  in  choosing  their  representatives. 

Aye,  hen-  is  the  source;  here  is  the  real 
cause  of  all  our  failures  abroad  and  of  all 
our  misery  at  home.  There  should  be  no 
Addres«.  or  Peli'.ion,.  \ipon  this  occasion, 
uncoupled  wish  a  declaration  as  to  this  fertile 
cause  of  mischief.  It  is  idle  t>  talk  about 
rifprniation  any  where  else,  till  a  relorma- 
tion  I'ake  [)lace  here. As  somewhat  con- 
nected with  this  subject  of  the  Convention, 
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I  caanot  refrain  from  noticing  a  dispute  that 
is  going  on  about  which  part  of  the  kingdom 
lias  the  misfortune  (o  Jiavt  given  iirlk  to  Sir 
Hew  Dalrtjmplc.  The  IrUlt  must  own  to  tlie 
Wellesleys ;  we  here  in  England,  and  even 
in  I'Limpshiie,  I  believe,  lo  Sir  Burrnnl  ; 
and,  from  a  very  natural  motive,  we  g;ive 
Sir  Hew  to  the  Scots,  but  they  have  thrown 
him  bcick,  with  both  hands,  upon  York- 
shire. A  Yorkshire-man,  has  however, 
came  forward,  and,  in  a  letter  which  1  here 
insert,  from  the  Morning  Chronicle,  has 
given  us  what  we  were  so  desirous  to  obtain, 
some  account  of  the  origin  and  progress  of 
this  Convention-makincc  general. — 


Sir , 

''■  Having  mentioned  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple, 
"  though  it  is  certainly  a  matter  altogether 
"  indilfeient  to  the  public,  whether  that 
"  officer  be  a  native  of  Scotland  or  of  York- 
"  shire  ;  yet  as  a  correspondent,  a  Scotch- 
"  MAN,  has  thought  proper  to  assert,  for- 
"  mally,  in  contradiction  to  truth  and  fact, 
"  that  he  is  an  Englishman,  born  in  the 
"  county  of  York,  I  shall  state  such  par- 
"  ticulars  as  may  defy  contradiction.  His 
"  father  was  of  the  county  of  Ayr,  and 
"  rose  to  the  rank  of  Heat. -col.  in  the  Bri- 
"  tish  service.  The  present  Sir  Hew  is 
"  about  5y  years  of  age,  and  first  entered 
"  the  army  as  an  ensign  in  the  Royals, 
"  where  he  remained  many  years.  His 
'*■  mother's  name  was  Ross;  and  she  having, 
"  as  was  before  observed,  married  for  hur 
"  second  husband,  General  Sir  Adolphns 
"  Oughton,  he,  in  some  measure,  adopted, 
"  befriended,  and  brought  forward  in  life, 
*'  his  wife's  son.  Sir  Hew  had  no  patri- 
**  monial  inheritance,  except  a  small  for- 
"  tune;  hvxi  he  married  a  lady  ivho  brought 
"  him  a  considerahle  accession  to  it.  She 
"  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  General  Leigh - 
"  ton,  1  believe  the  youngest.  These  cir- 
"  cumstiinces  may  challenge  implicit  belief. 

*'    Yours, A     YoRKSHi;iEMAN." 

There  have  been  men,  for  the  honour  of 
whose  birth,  cities  and  counties  have  con- 
tended, and  others  for  the  hoqour  of  their 
barying-place ;  but,  as  far  as  I  know,  it 
was  reserved  for  the  list  of  English  generals 
to  possess  men,  whom  countries  contended 
in  disowning.  The  Scots  are  to  be  applau  1- 
ed  for  their  motive  ;  but,  there  is  another 
way,  in  which  for  them  to  shew  and  to 
prove,  that  they  feel  as  they  ought  lo  do 
about  the  Convention,  and  that  is,  in  send- 
ing up  petition)  for  inquiry;  and,  unless 
they  do  that,  they  will,  in  the  end,  obtain 
little  credit  from  their  disowning  of  one  of 
the  men,  by  whom  that  disgraceful  instru- 
ment was  framed  and  ra'itied. Weilesiey 

js^  it  seems,  gone  lo  Ireland  to  till   his  post 
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of  Chief  Secretary,  and  it  w'll  be  worth 
while  just  to  inquire,  wheiher  his  salary  of 
Jive  or  six  thousand  pounds  a  year  has  been 
goingonallthe  time  he  has  been  making 
a  .'iiistices  in  Portugal.  He  is,  if  this  ac- 
count be  true,  now  a  minister  again,  and  a 
minister,  too,  having  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  a  great  part  of  the  kingdom. 
I'll  Wcirrant  it  that  the  Irish  do  not  petition 
against  the  Convention  !  There  is  a  pretty 
little  act  of  parliament  existing  v.'ilh  respect 
to  that  country,  which  will  have  a  wonder- 
ful eii'tict  in  keeping  t!ic  several  counties  iu 
a  state  of  perfect  tranquilliiy.  What  a  pity 
it  is  that  we  have  not  such  an  act  here! 
"  All  in  good  time,"  the  reader  will  say; 

but,   how  quiet  we  should  be  ! V/liilc  all 

this  is  going  on,  without  duors,  the  minis- 
ters are  said  to  have  their  different  opinions 
about  the  inquiry.  This  is  likely;  and  I 
should  suppose,  that  Mr.  Canning,  who  is 
their  prop,  would  be  for  the  inquiry.  I 
think  so  for  this  reason ;  that  hs,  feeling 
strong  in  his  own  talents,  is  not,  at  his  ear- 
ly time  of  life,  likely  to  risk  his  future 
prospects  by  taking  a  side,  which,  though 
it  may  obtain  a  motnentary  triumph,  or  ra- 
ther, impunity,  will  assuredly,  tirst  or  last, 
meet  with  due  execration  and  punishment. 
Mr.  Canning  has  sense  enough  to  perceive, 
that  things  cannot  always  go  on  thus;  he 
must  be  pretty  sure,  that  a  change,  and  a 
very  material  change,  must,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  take  place  ;  and,  therefore, 
to  say  nothing  of  ;?/.«/ir(',  which  I  still  look 
upon  as  having  some  weight  with  him,  po- 
licy would  point  out  the  path  I  have  descri- 
bed. There  are  others,  who  are  the  crea- 
tures of  mere  ceurt  intrigue,  whose  power 
has  no  other  basis,  and  who,  were  they  not 
courtiers,  would  be  nothing  j  but,  it  cer- 
tainly is  different  with  him  ;  and,  if  the 
resolution  should  be  to  screen  and  support 
the  Convention  makers,  I  should  not  be  at 
all  surprized  to  see  him,  at  least,  q;iit  the 
miiiistry.  There  is  one  objection  to  it  in- 
deed, and  that  is,  his  connection  wiih  the 
Grenvilles ;  but,  he  has  now  tried  his  own 
strength,  and,  if,  notwithstanding  all  that 
h;is  passed,  they  should  still  adhere  to  the 
Wellesleys,  he  cannot  f;iil  to  foresee,  that 
they,  who  never  were  t'av<virites  with  the 
nation,  will  not  be  a  body  of  which  he  need 
stand  in  dread.  These  are  mv  opinions.  I 
may  deceive  myself ;  but,  if  justice  shoCild 
be  done  to  the  insulted  and  injured  nation, 
I  shall  certainly  give  to  him  the  greater  piirt 
of  the  credit. 

It  was  my  intention  to  h.ave  trade  a'li 
exposure  of  fJoN  Ceva.llos's  Exposi'ion, 
wlilch  I  look  upon  as   the  most  prime  piece: 
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of  imposture  that  has  appeared  in  print  for 
many  years,  but  I  have  not  time  ;  and,  be- 
sides, nothing  should  be  mixed  with  this  1 
discussion  relative  to  the  Convention.  It  is 
what  is  doing  and  to  be  done  ficre,  here, 
here  at  home,  that  ought  to  engage  our 
great  care  and  attention.  What  care  1  about 
Ferdinand  and  Joseph.  I  am  not  to  have 
my  wits   drawn  away   by  this   tub   to   the 

^haie. Little  room  as  I  have,  however, 

I  cannot  help  pointing  out  to  the  attention 
of  the  reader,  a  pamphlet,  just  published, 
under  the  following  title  :  "  Jn  ylppcal  to 
"  the  Public  and  a  farewell  Jddrcss  to  the 
"  Army,  hy  Brtvkt  Major  Hogan,  ivlio 
"  resiirncd  his  cominissinn,  in  consi-f/ucnce  of 
"  the^  treatment  he  experienced  J  ram  the 
"  Duke  of  York,  and  of  the  si/.item  that 
"  prevails  in  the  army,  restecting  pro- 
"  MOTIONS."  This,  I  scruple  not  to  say, 
is  the  most  interesting  publication  that  has 
appeared  in  England  lor  many  years.  It 
should  be  read  by  every  individual  in  the 
nation.  Oh,  what  a  story  does  this  gentle- 
man tell !  What  a  picture  does  he  exhibit ! 
What  facts  does  he  unfold  !  l(  this  pro- 
duce no  effect  upon  the  public,  why,  then, 
we  are  so  base  and  rascally  a  crew,  that  it  is 
no  matter  what  becomes  of  us.  We  are 
unworthy  of  the  name  of  men,  and  are 
beneath  the  beasts  that  perish. 
Botley,  20th  Oct.  IbGS. 

Convention   in  Portugal. 
Sir  ; — When  I  addressed  you  on  the  19th 
ult.  under  the  then  reci-nt  impression  which 
the  Conventions  in  Portugal  had   made  upon 
me,   1  noticed  every  circumstance  of  them 
that  seemed  to   call  for  animadversion.     I 
have  since  attended  to  the  \vublic  discussions 
on  this  important  subject,  and  in   particular 
to  those  very  judicious  and  dispassionate  ob- 
servations  which  have  appeared  under  your 
pame.     I  h&ve  there  j-een  my  own  opinions 
confirmed  and  strengthened  by  an  able  de- 
velopement  ot  topics  on  which    I   had  only 
briefly  commented  ;   I   have  derived   addi- 
tional   information  from  the   exposition    of 
several  incidtntal  points  connected  with  the 
main  question  ;  and  1  have,  in  general,  ob- 
Fcrved,  with  a   satisfaction  which  is   to  me 
tlie  source  of  much  hope  and  sanguine  ex- 
pectation for  the  public  weal,  the  periodical 
a:ul  political  writers   of  the  United  King- 
dqry^^ith   one  solitary  and  despicable  ex- 
CG>j»tiun)  zealously  employing  their  pens  and 
presses,  in  holding  up  to  uiuversal  ir.dign;:- 
tion,    the  transactions   of  our  commanders 
in  Portugal,  in  calling  for  justice  upon  the 
guilty,  and  in  thus  ri'-cuing  the  British  na- 
tion from  the  "  deep  damnation  "  of  conniv- 
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ing  at  what,  until  some  great  act  of  national 
justice  has  taken  place,  must  be  considered 
as  fixing  a  most  hateful  stain  upon  the  na- 
tional character.— But,  Mr.  Cobbett,  I  have 
looked  in  vain  amongst  all  the  writers  on  our 
present  subject  for  any  thing  amounting  to  a 
pretence  of  justification  of  the  Conventions  ; 
still  less  have  I  been  able  to  rind  what  could 
be  called  a  plausible  excuse    for  the  persons 
implicated  in  the  conclusion  of  them.     The 
exception  above  alluded  to  is   the  ivlorning 
Post,  till' only  print  that  has  endeavoured  to 
screen  one  of  the  actors  in  this  drama  from 
public  indignation   by   the   means   (equally 
discreditable  to  the  principal  and  his  agent) 
of  transferring  the  blame  to  an   absent  and 
a   weakcM-  party.     This  print  has,  however, 
so  perpetually   shifted  its  ground  of  argu- 
ment 3   has  so  often  staled  facts  and  revoked 
them  ;   has  had  so  often  recourse  to  insinua- 
tion and  misrepresentation  where  plain   and 
direct  language  would  not  suit   its  purj)ose  ; 
and  has  now  taken  such  undue  advantage  of 
the  hacknicd  device  of  forging  letters  from 
the  fleet  and  army  in  Portugal ; — that  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  hew  it  would  now  state  the 
case  of  its  patron  if  called  upon  to  make   a 
short   summary   of  his  apology.     We  are, 
moreover,  entitled  to   entertain   this  doubt 
from  the  conductof  the  Morning  Post  since, 
as  well  as  before,  Sir  A.  Wellesley's  return 
from  Portugal.     That  event  has  afforded  the 
public   no  more  satisfactory  ground  than  it 
already  possessed  for  thinking  well   of  the 
Conventions.     In    fact,   nothing    has  been 
said  by  Sir  A.  W^cllesley  or  his  friends,  since 
his  arrival  in  England,  to  justify  his  conduct : 
they  ha\'e  abandoned  their  original  ground, 
the  famous  Protest  and  Sir  Arthur's  passive 
agency  ;  and  they  have  substituted  nothing 
in  lieu    thereof  ;   so  that  Sir  Arthur  stands, 
at  this   moment,  arraigned   for    misconduct 
befoie  the  British   public,  and    not   a  plea, 
nor  any  thing  that  deserves  the  name  of  ar- 
gument, is  oflered  in  his  defence.    It  may  bo 
saidthal  hisgreatminddisdainstoanswer  what 
he  calls  the  peity   captious  bickerings  ot  the 
vulgar;  that  he  reserves  his  justification  for 
the  grand  military  inquisition  that  will  here- 
after set  at  the  Horse  Guards.     Be  it  so  ; 
but,    if  this  contempt  of  public  opinion  be 
really  the  motive  of  his  silence,  his  friends 
have  strangely  mistaken  his  character  in  the 
many    awkward   attempts   that    they    have 
made  in  his  favour.     It  has  been   .said  that 
Sir  A  arrived  in  England  quite  ignorant  of 
the  impression  made  amongst  us  by  his  pro- 
ceedings, and    thinking  that  he  had  accom- 
plished an  amazing  feat  in  getting  the  French 
out  of  Portugal  by  means  of  his  Conventions. 
1  very  much  doubt  this.     I  believe,,  on  ihe 
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contrary,  that  he  well  knew,  before  he  left 
Portugal,  how  those  acts  had  been  received, 
not  only  by  the  nation  at  large  but  also  by 
his  majesty's  government  ;  and  that  his 
coming  over,  without  being  recalled,  was 
owing  to  the  advice  of  his  friends  here,  who, 
in  conformity  to  the  old  adage  that  "  the 
"  absent  are  always  in  the  wrong,"  thought 
that  he  would  do  well  to  corac  and  make 
good  his  own  story,  leaving  his  superior 
officers  to  the  chance  of  what  their  friends 
might  be  able  to  do  for  them.  It  is  at  the 
same  time  but  justice  to  Sir  A.  to  observe, 
that  the  circumstance  of  his  plan  of  defence 
by  recrimination  being  abandoned,  does  look 
ks  if  he  were  unwilling  to  sanction  so  base 
a  proceeding,  though  he  has  brought  his 
officious  defenders  into  a  scrape  very  com- 
mon to  injudicious  friends, — that  of  being 
betrayed  into  meanness  which  their  very 
patron  is  ashamed  of  and  obliged  to  disavow. 
At  all  events,  if  it  should  be  true  that  Sir 
Arthur  came  away  from  Portugal  in  the  be- 
lief thjt  he  had  acted  meritoriously,  and 
had  only  to  receive  on  his  arrival  the  plaudits 
of  a  grateful  country,  he  could  not  have 
been  long  in  England  without  being  unde- 
ceived. The  very  boatmen  who  landad  his 
baggage,  the  porter  who  strapped  it  on 
his  carriage,  must  have  stared  reproof  in  his 
face  ;  the  looks  of  every  creature  he  met 
would  apprise  him  of  his  fallen  estate. 
When  lie  reached  town,  he  must  have  learn- 
ed from  his  friends  the  many  atrocious  ca- 
lumnies (as  they  would  call  them)  that  had 
issued  against  him  from  the  press  since-the 
Conventions  were  known ;  or  even  if, 
through  delicacy,  his  friends  should  not 
l>ave  told  him  all,  the  tirst  file  of  newspapers 
that  he  laid  his  hand  upon  would  shew  him 
how  much  lee- way  he  had  to  make  up  in 
the  public  opinion.  Is  it  then  probable. 
Sir,  that  under  these  circumstances  any  man 
even  of  ordinary  ambition,  and  although 
you  do  admit  him  in  some  sort  to  despise 
the  vulgar  bias  of  the  public  mind,  should 
be  so  far  indifferent  to  his  fame,  as  to  neg- 
lect any  means  he  might  possess  of  giving 
a  favourable  turn  to  his  case  ?  In  short,  Sir, 
had  Sir  A.  Wellesley  had  any  thing  that 
could  make  in  his  favour,  that  would  be 
sufficient,  I  will  not  say  to  stop,  but  even  to 
suspend  for  a  moment,  or  to  slacken  the  cur- 
rentthat  nrtw  so  strongly  runsagainst  him,  do 
you  think  that  he  would  have  withheld  it  ?  1 
am  convinced  that  he  would  not ;  and  I  there 
fore  infer,  that  he  has  nothing  of  this  nature 
to  advance.  What,  then,  you  will  say, 
must  become  of  him  when,  in  the  hour  of 
public  trial,  which  hour  (I  differ  from  you 
Mr.  Cobbett  io  thinklne)    must  come,  he 
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shall  be  called  upon  lor  hiu  public  defence 
and  justification  ' — Having  told  you  what  t 
believe  that  lie  has  not  done,  only  because 
he  could  not  do  it,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  aj 
firmly  believe  will  happen  upon  the  occasion 
to  which  I  look  forward. — WTienever  a  pub- 
lic inquiry  into  this  business  takes  place,  you. 
may  depend  upon  it  that  we  shall  be  told 
that  the  nation  has  been  Labouring  under  a 
most  strange  and  unaccountable  mistake;  for 
(hat,  instaadof  a  calamity,  which  they  seem 
(poor,  silly,  ignorant  people!)  to  think  has 
befallen  them,  they  have  received  a  great  and 
signal  benefit  from  the  very  perion  on  whom 
they  are  now  calling  for  judgment.  In  what  that 
benefit  will  be  made  to  consist  might  indeed 
be  difficujt  to  guess,  were  it  not  that  we  have 
been  already  told,  that  the  ridding  Portugal 
at  any  rate  of  the  French  array  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  such.This,then,is  thegreatnational 
advantage,  that  we  Englishmen  have  de- 
rived iVom  the  immense  expence  of  an  ar- 
mament, such  as  was  never  before  sent  out  of 
British  ports,  and  from  the  gallantry  of  our 
soldiers  displayed  in  two  signal  defeats  of 
the  enemy. — Yes,  Sir,  this,  we  shall  be  told, 
was  the  main  end  and  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion ;  this  has  been  accomplished,  and  there- 
fore we  ought  to  be  satisfied.  To  give  plau- 
sibility to  this  story,  you  see  that  Junot's 
"  whole  army  "  is  already  magnified  from 
14,000,  which  were  all  he  could  muster  at 
Vimcira,  to  25  or  even  27,000,  which  are  to 
be  conveyed  in  our  transports  from  Lisbon  to 
Rochefort ;  but  you  very  well  know  too, 
that  if  tonnage  has  really  been  demanded 
for  this  number  of  men,  they  will  consist  of 
any  thing  but  combatants  :  j)robfibly  sick, 
wounded,  civilians,  and  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  renegado  Portuguese.  Neverthe- 
less shall  we  be  told,  that  tiiese  noted  Con- 
ventions have  driven  out  of  Portugal  the 
whole  25,000  men,  just  as  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  gravely  intormed  us  last  year  that 
Lord  Catbcart  had  achieved  the  conquest  of 
Zeahind,  when  tlieve  were  3,3,000  Danes  in 
arms  to  op[)ose  him,  though  every  drummer 
in  our  army  knew,  that,  excepting  the  garri- 
risonsof  C\)penhagen  and  Cron berg, amount- 
ing altogether  to  0\000  men,  there  was  not, 
at  the  time  of  the  capitulation,  nor,  for  many 
days  previous  to  it,  a  single  m;m  in  arms  in 
the  whole  island  ;  and  that  there  had  at  no 
time  been  one  regulai  battalion  without  the 
walls  of  the  above-mentioned  towns  ?— ^hat 
this  deliver.mce  of  P.jrtugal  was  not  avaHat^Ie 
for  the  lariher  operations  of  the  war ; 
that  it  did  not  set  a  man  of  ours  at  liberty 
to  assist  the  Spaniards,  but  on  the  contrary 
deprived  our  army  of  the  transports  in  which 
it  might  have  been  conveved  near  the  scene 
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of  nction  on  the  Pyrenees ;  that  it  does  zc-  ' 
tnally  give  the  Frenrh  a  l;^rge  and  well  ap- 
pointed dispos'.ible  force  which  they  would 
nof  otherwise  have  possessed  j — these  conside- 
rntions  are  to  be  reg;irded  as  trifling  when 
<^ompnred  to  tlie  main  object. — "  We  have 
got  Portugal,  though  not  all  belonging  to  it : 
■we  have  got  rid  ot  the  French  there  j  no 
mntt&r  what  becomes  of  them — charity  be- 
gins at  home -and  if  these  same  French 
should  march  over  the  Pyrenees  and  help  to 
beat  the  Spanish  Patriots,  why  we  are  very 
sorry  for  it,  but  our  business  was  to  get 
tticm  out  of  Portugal  :  and  as  to  the  few 
little  advantages  which  the  French  obtained 
in  the  course  of  the  negociation  and  in 
wording  the  Conventions,  besides  that  they 
also  are  very  subordinate  considerations,  is 
it  our  fault  that  Kellerm;inn  was  the  best 
negociator  of  the  two  ?  Sir  Arthur  is  a  sol- 
dier, not  a  statesman  ;  he  has  shewn  that 
lie  could  fight  and  beat  the  PVench  too  ;  is 
he  to  hi'  blamed  because  he  cannot  wield 
the  pen  as  well  as  the  s\\ord,  or  because 
Kellermann,  who  is  probably  some  dull 
plodding  German  as  his  name  indicates,  and 
never  foughr  a  successful  batile  in  his  life, 
sho'.ild  get  and  keep)  tiie  whip  hand  of  him 
in  the  course  of  a  long,  intricate,  and  most 
difficult  negociation?" — This,  I  make  no 
douL)*,  is  the  sort  of  reasoning  wiiii  which 
ive  shall  be  hereafter  edified.  But  it  will 
not,  I  dare  say,  Sir,  have  escaped  your  ob- 
s^jrvation,  that  your  correspondent  C.  has,  in 
your  last  number,  brought  forward  some 
'*  secret  motives,  and  those  very  strong  ones, 
to  itijluence  the  dctertninrttion  of  our  coin- 
inanders  to  agree  to  a  conditional  surrender." 
This  Mr.  C.  must  surely  be  one  of  Sir  Ar- 
thur's indiscreet  injudicious  friends,  or  he 
never  would  even  have  hinted  at  secret  mo- 
tives in  a  case,  from  which,  of  all  othc-rs,  se- 
crecy seems  most  necessary  to  be  banished. 
What,  in  the  name  of  heaven,  could  be 
the  secret  motives  in  such  a  case,  vnlv^ss 
they  consisted  in  the  very  convenient,  though 
not  vtry  houiuirablc,  preference  given  to 
the  sort  of  service  that  was  to  fol!.^ w  the 
Coiiv.'ntioiis,  over  that  which  inusthave  been 
undertaken  to  force  Junot  and  his  army  to 
unconditional  surrender  ?  As  to  C.'s  quib- 
bling about  your  cxpre-,sion  of  "  next  arri- 
val," it  may,  together  with  his  olh^'r  mi- 
serable shifts  and  subterfVges,  be  safely  lef'r 
to  the  corrective  energy  of  yourowii  pen, 
which  has  very  properly  characterized  him 
and  the  cauoe  in  which  he  is  embarked. 
The  whole  nation  will  bf.ir  you  lestiajony 
that  it  did  expect  (and  not  without  reason), 
th:.t  the  next  advices  of  any  importance 
from  the  army  woekl  aiuiouncc  the  surren- 
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der  of  the  French  at  discretion ,  and  that 
;he  vessel  that  brought  those  advices  would 
also  bring  two  or  three  of  the  principal 
French  generals  by  way  of  a  sample  of 
what  oiirs  had  been  able  to  achieve. — This, 
I  can  at  least  vouch,  was  the  general  senti- 
ment througiiout  t!ie  metropolis,  and  it 
should  seem  that  the  counties  were  to  the 
full  as  sanguine. — But,  since  we  are  on  the 
subject  of  "  secret  motives,"  I  will  si  ggest 
for  your  consideration  one  which  I  think 
more  likely  than  any  other  to  have  inffuenc- 
ed  the  determination  of  our  commanders  j 
one  which  must  not  only  have  embarrassed 
them  greatly  at  the  time  of  framing  the 
Conventions,  but  which  will,  if  they  are 
good  courtiers  as  I  take  them  to  be,  embar- 
rass them  still  more  when  they  come  to  un- 
fold their  moiives  to  the  people  of  England. 
— Did  you  never  hear,  Mr.  Cobbett,  of  such 
a  thing  as  an  Instruction  to  a  commander 
drawn  up  with  studied  ambiguity,  or  so  en- 
cumbered with  a  multitude  of  expletives — 
with  paragraph  within  paragraph — parenthe- 
sis within  parenthesis — hvpothesis  built 
upon  hypothesis — and  the  whole  so  inter- 
larded with  ifs  and  buls  that  it  might  be 
const lued  any  and  every  way  save  into  a 
direct,  clear,  and  positive  meaning  ?  And 
did  you  never  hear,  Sir,  that  Lord  Cwitle- 
reagh  was  famous  for  giving  such  Instruc- 
tions ?  There  is  no  ct  of  any  description 
for  which  a  saving  clause  n-.ay  not  be  found 
in  such  a  dispatch  ;  and  there  is  no  clause 
in  it  by  which  any  one  act  can  be  positively 
justified.  Yet  it  is  .such  a  dispatch  under 
whose  influence  I  am  told  our  commanders 
acted ;  and  if  my  information  be  correct, 
as  I  have  no  doubt  it  is,  their  embarrassment, 
as  to  what  defence  they  shall  set  up,  will  be 
most  naturally  accounted  for. — But,  Sir, 
let  us  now  look  a  little  farther  forward  into 
the  consequences  of  this  business  j  let  u& 
sec  whether  it  be  not  possible  to  extract 
some  eventual  good  out  of  the  evil  that  we 
thus  grievously  lament.  I  quite  agree  wiili 
vou,  that  to  lose  our  timi*:in  fruitless  whining 
and  complaints  is  to  act  in  a  maimer  very 
unbecoming  men  and  good  citizens.  We 
are,  if  we  do  our  duty,  to  see  if  some  prac- 
tical p/wd  may  not  hereafter  restdt  from  the 
confidence  of  the  nation  having  been  thus 
shamefully  abased.— We  know  from  the 
language  of  the  throne  that  an  inquiry  is  to 
t.ike  place.  Whatever  may  be  the  sen- 
tence pronounced  in  a  military  view^ 
it  must  be  obvious  to  every  body  that  the 
source,  of  the  evil  is  not  altogether  of  a  mi- 
litary nature,  and  that  it  is  one  which  a 
military  court  of  inquiry  is  not  very  likely 
to  uolicK  or  LO  animadvert  upon  with  much 
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havshness.— V/hat   I  allude  to,  Sir,  is  llie 
practice  that  has  obtained  of  late  years  of 
military   and  naval  commanders  negocialing 
and    binding   their   country    to   stipulations 
which  are  altogether  beyond  the  competency 
of  their  functions.     It  is  a  question  in  my 
mind  how  far  the  country  is,    in  honour  and 
good  faith,  obliged  to  abide  by  conditions 
thus  subscribed  to.     I  am  very  much  of  opi- 
nion tliat  the  country  is  under  no  such  obli- 
gation ;   for  if  you  carry  (he  same  principle 
but  a  little  farther,  it  would   be  a  necessary 
consequence  that  if  Lord  Cathcart,  or  Gen. 
Whitelocke,  or  Sir  H.  Dalrymple,  or  any 
ether  of  your  Convention-making  generals 
had,  besides  giving  up  the  advantages  they 
respectively  possessed,  chosen   to  surrender 
Portsmouth,   or   Chatham   lines,   we   must 
equally  have  been  bound  to  admit  an  enemy's 
garrison  into   them.     The  Duke  of  Yoik's 
stipulating  f.r  the  surrender  of  S,000  French 
prisoners  who  were  well  and  securely  lodged 
in  our  prison-ships   and  barracks  does  come 
fls   near  as  jiossible  to   such  a   supposition.  I 
But   if  this  be  a  question  open   for  the  dis-  ' 
cussions  of  the  learned  in    the  law   of  na-  i 
tions,  I  imagine   that   it   is  not   a  matter  of  . 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  better  to  restrict  I 
our   generals    in    future   from    committing  j 
their  country  by  similar  engagement.  —  Some  I 
discretionary   power  is  no  doubt  necessary  I 
to  the  command  of  an  army  :   but  then  that  l 
power  should   be  as  much  as  possible  of  a 
military   nature.     The   extreme  of  an  evil  ' 
is  in  some  cases   its   best  cure  ;  and   it   will  J 
now  be  felt   that  there    is  a   point   beyond  ' 
which  a  general    may    not   tran.«;gress  the  ]i-  j 
mits  of  his  command.— To  apply  this  ob-   , 
servation  to  the  Conventions,  1  Would   ask,   ■ 
what  could  be  so  entirely  extra  military,  so  , 
exclusively  a  political  consideration   as  the  : 
acknowledgement  contained  in    th.e  firstarti-  j 
cle  pf  Sir   A.    Wellesley's  armistice,  of  his  j 
imperial    and   royal  majesty    Napoleon    1.  ?   ; 
It  is  no  u-jalter  whether   the   said  Nnpolcon  I 
would  or  w^uld  not,  at  soma  future  diy,  ! 
have  been  acknowledged  by  us  in  that  capa-  ; 
eity  J    it  could    never   belong  to   a   gener.nl  ! 
commiiindiug  an  army  on  a  foreign  station  ■ 
to  determine  the  lime  or  mode  of  so  doing. — 
If  I  am  told  thcit  it  is  an  unmeaning  compli- 
mentary article,  and  that  Baonsparte  is  o-  t 
the   more  an  emperor  because  Sir  A.  "vVei- 
lesley  chose  to  call  him  v.\  1   have   only    to 
reply,  then   why  do  not  you  upon  the  same 
pie  I  get  ri  t  of  the  Conventions  altogether  .' 
■ — Again,  uhnt  could  be  more  an  un-niili- 
■tnry  and  political   concern   than  the  inquiry 
into  the   cjiidcct   of  the  Portuguese  during 
the    Fre  ich    occupation    of  thtir   country  .' 
U'q  slip.iLt.e  moreover  that   no  inquiry   o^ 
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I  this  sort  should  be   male,  was  abfolutdv  to 
say  to  ourallyihc  Pritice  Piogent,  "  You  shall 
1)6  no  longer  master  of  your  country.     We 
have  done  yont  he  favour  of  driving  out  lh<; 
Flench  for   you,  but  you  have  no  business 
to    inquire   how  they  came   there,    or   by 
whom    they    have    been   aided   or    abetted. 
You  shall  be  nominal  sovereign  of  Portugal, 
but  v.'e  will  carry   on  the  police  for  you." — 
In    short,  it  is  as  compleftiy  dethroning  '.h^ 
Prince  Regent  as   if  we  had  sent  him  word 
that  he  should   not  return   to  Europe  nou' 
that  he  has  a  coinfortable  home  at  the  Br.V- 
zils. — You,  Sir,  have  a.sked  a  very  pertinent 
(juestion  :     "  What  would   the  French  o-q- 
vernment  have  done   had  its  generals  made 
such  a  Convention   as  ours  have    made  r  '' 
In  the  lirsl  place,  Buonaparte,  who  knows  how 
to   choose  his  men,  would  hardly  have  em- 
ployed a  general  capable   of  such  a  transac- 
tion ;  or   if,  from  favouritism  or  any  family 
consideration, — for  these  do  sometimes  pre- 
vail at   St.  Cloud  also,— he  did  send  such  a 
person  to  command  an  army,  he  would  have 
placed  a  proper  check  upon   him   in  the  se- 
cond in   command,  or  in  the  chief  of  the 
stalf.     If,  however,  after  all,  such   an   act 
had    been    committed,     I     have   very   little 
doubt   that   he   would   have    instantly   dis- 
graced   all    the    parties    concerned    in    i^. 

The    warning   he    has   given    Dupont 

of  what  is  to  be  his  fate  sufficiently  indicates 
what  would   have  been    his  conduct  in  the 
case  you  have  contem])lated. —  I  think  then. 
Sir,  that  some  practical  good  may  arise  out 
of  the   Conventions ;  because  I   think  that 
they  will  serve  as  a  warning  to  ruinister?  what 
Instructions   they  give  generals :   and   as  a 
warning  to  generals  not  to  exceed  the  pow- 
ers intrusted  to  them.     They  must,  I  think, 
be  productive  of  a  new  .-system  in   these  res- 
pects ;  for  even  if  Lord  Castlereagh  should, 
fjr  the  misfortune  of  the  country,  continue 
to  direct  the  war  department,  he  muU  stili 
see   that  he  will,  in  the  end.  run  too  great  a 
risk  should  he  always  give  obsoine  unintelli- 
gible  instructio  IS,  and   should  his  generals, 
for  want  of  a   belter  guide,  always  blunder  ' 
over  their  bus.igss   in   the  way  we  have  so 
often  witnesse  !.— The  inquiry  ihat  will  take 
pL;ce  about  tb..-   Poitugal   Co'uver.tior^s  will 
.•,ci  these  matrers  in  their  pioper  lights  ai  d  it 
will  also,   1  tiust,  expose  to   public  reproba- 
tion that  other  part  of  our  intercourse  with 
foreign    powers,  which,    under  the  specious 
name  ot  conciliation,  mcJeranon,  &:c.  would 
sacrifice  the  dignity  and  often  the  b^st  int,^- 
rests  of  (he  country  to  a  mistaken  notion  of 
personal  feeling  and  propriety. ~I  expect  to 
iie;'.r  upon  thii  subjccr,  that  it  was  perfectly 
genteel  and  well-biej  to  treat  Ji;nut  ruJ  :.i'j 
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-•rmy  in  the  manner  we  have  done  after 
liaviiig  beat  them  in  the  ficlJ  :  lliat  it  was  the 
bias  of  a  great  and  generous  mind,  soaring 
above  lifle  nai  row  and  viilgnr  nntiotial  preju- 
dices, to  shew  that  as  we  wjre  great  so  we 
could  be  merciful  ;  and  that  it  might  conci- 
liate the  good-will  of  other  countries — of 
France  and  of  Russia,  for  insUince  — to  let 
them  see  that  when  victorious  we  could  set 
bounds  to  our  triumphs,  and  not  carry  our 
resentment  to  extremes.  You  may  believe 
me.  Sir,  it  is  not  with  this  amiable  part  of 
the  British  character  that  the  Jialions  of  the 
world  want  to  be  made  acquainted.  They 
give  us  fi:ll  credit  for  disinterestedness,  mo- 
deration, and  generosity  ;  they  know  that 
we  would  never  strike  or  insult  a  fallen  ene- 
rny  ;  but  they  are  not  socertaiu  ofour  acting  I 
with  that  vigour  that  would  convince  both  | 
fiiendb  and  foes  lliat  «'earenot  to  be  insulted 
with  impuui'.y ;  that  we  are  resolved  to  obtain 
satisfaction  proportioned  to  the  injuries  that 
we  receive  ;  that  oui\pxertions  \\\\\  not  black- 
en until  the  just  object  ofour  undertakings 
be  accomulislied  ;  and  that,  at  any  rale,  we 
are  not  to  be  gulled  by  the  artitices  of  the 
first  intriguer  with  whom  we  may  h.tppen  to 
have  to  deal.  Ttiis  is  what  the  people  of 
the  continent  want  to  see  5  they  feel  that 
instead  of  our  being  Machiavelists.  as  Buo- 
napaite  calls  us,  :dl  the  Machiavelism  is  on 
iiis  side,  and  that  we  have  too  often  carried 
on  our  concerns  with  other  powers  v.  ith  an 
awkwardness,  and  a  want  of  system  border- 
ing upou  silliness. — I'hey  think  that  we 
make  immense  efforts  to  prfidnce.  very  tri' 
fling comj^arative  benefits.  The  nation  gives 
with  profuiiion  money  and  men;  the  govern- 
ment hs  at  times  active  in  employing  iheni  ; 
our  soldiers  and  sailors  fight  most  valiantiv  ; 
and  yet,  in  the  end,  what  docs  it  all  avail  us  ' 
— We  either  fail  in  our  object  as  at  the  Hel- 
der,  or  obtain  it  but  partially  as  in  the  case  of 
Portugal.  What  can  this  be  owing  to  but  to 
a  defect  or  to  a  total  want  of  system  ?  We 
see  things  through  too  stnall  a  medium,  or 
we  do  not  look  far  enough  into  the  conse- 
quences of  them.  Hence  it  follows,  that 
.  when  we  ere  successful,  what  with  surprise 
and  joy,  we  are  so  confused  that  we  know 
not  what  to  do  next. — The  actions  of  the 
I7'h  and  2 1st  Augu.bt,  do  infinite  honour  to 
the  bravery  of  our  troops,  and  we  certainly 
were  not  behind-hand  in  bestowing  a  full 
measure  of  applause  upou  their  command- 
ers ;  but  it  is  clear  to  me  th.it  those  actions 
will  be  noticed  in  history,  more  for  the  ina- 
dtquaie  effects  which  they  produced  than  for 
an"  credit  that  may  be  due  to  the  persons  en- 
gaged in  thc:m.  It  really  seems  as  if  a  Bri- 
tHih  general,  going  on  theconiuiaud  of  an  ex- 


pedition,  bad   no  other  thought  in  his  head 
than   how   he  should  land  bis  army -,  when 
that  is  done  he  must  take  time  to  look  about 
him  J  and   if  unmolested   by  the  enemy  he 
sits  quietly  down  upon  the  shore  to  consntne 
tiie   provisions  brought  for   him  in  a  fleet  of 
victuallers.     It   is  then  fortunate  if  he  does 
not  think  it  necessary  to  send  home  for  fresh 
instructions   before  he  proceeds  any  farther. 
At  length  up  comes  the  enemy. — You  ob» 
served,  no  doubt,  at  the  time,  that  on  the  2.1st 
August   cur  army  wa.s  the  attached  not  the 
atlacking  party  ;  and  I  have  been  informeo, 
from  very  credible anthoiity,  that  our  general 
knew  so  little  of  his  opponent's  movements, 
that   the  troops   were  three  limes  put  under 
arms  and  as  often  dismissed  in  the  night  of 
the  20th  j  and  that  it  was  only  at  si\  o'clock 
in  the  morninr.  wi'en  Junoi's  main  body  wa.s 
seen    within  a   very  short  distance  of  ours, 
that  we  discoveied  what  his  intentions  really 
were.  —  If  it  had  not  b-'on  for  Jnuoi's  adopt- 
ing the  spirited  re-ointion  of  marching  ont  of 
Lisbon  to  give  us  battle,  he.  nfigh.t,  according 
to  our   mode  of  proceeding,  of  which  the 
having  tliree  difieienr  com!\;anders-in-chief 
in   the  course  of  30"  hours  is  no   immaterial 
trait,  have  pivzzled  thern  all  three  so  as  per- 
haps to  be  at   this  moment  in  possession  of 
that   capital.     As   it  was,  we  were  forced  to 
fight,  and  our  soldiers  fought  as  they  always 
have  done.     But  was   it  enough  to  beat  the 
enemy  in  an  encounter  which  in  the  seven 
ycurs'  war  would  have  been  considered  as  no 
Mioie  than  a  sharp  affair  of  advanced  guard  .•' 
Where    would  Baonaparie  now  be,  if,  after 
the  battle   of  Auerstadt,  he  had  sat  himself 
quietly  down  betV-re  the  town,    concluded.an 
armistice,     and    enjoyed    lor  ten  days   the 
tickling  compliments  which  one  of  the  king 
of  Prussia's  generals  might  have  paid  him  on 
the  bravery  of  his  troops,  or  the  distinguish- 
ed conduct  of  any  part  of  them  ? — Wliy,  it 
is  probable  that  the  Prussians  would  have  re- 
covered from   their   panic;    collected   their 
scattered  corps;  and  taken  up  some  position 
in  which  to  arrest  the  conqueror's  march  :  at 
all  events  they  would  not  have  been  devour- 
ed piecemeal,  or   compelled  to  surrender  at 
discretion,  before  they  could  reach  any  tena- 
ble position.     But  Buonajjarle's  business  was 
to  tike  all  possible  advaiUaee  of  his  victory, 
and   to   reach    Berlin   by   the  shortest  rond. 
Ours  was  to  reach  Lisbon.     He  uiarched  his 
distance  in  a  shorter  time  th.ni  the  Prussians. 
Jy'ti  let  the  French  escape  and  never  stirred 
from  our  ground.     He  then  exemplified  the 
principle    v\  hich  tve  altogether  neglect,  and 
the  neglect  of  which  is,  in   my  opinion,  the 
cause  of  much    of  our  distress. — With    an 
exultati(;n,  which  is  only  pardonable  when  it 
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is  successful,  he  cries  :  "  Nothing  is  done 
whilst  any  thing  remains  to  be  done  ;  "  aiid 
instantly  his  troops  march  on  to  farther  con- 
quest and  take  rest  only  when  their  enemy 
is  utterly  annihilated.  We,  on  the  contrary, 
always  take  time  to  surfeit  ourselves  wiih  joy 
and  congratulations ;  the  enemy  is  always 
active,  and  after  a  due  portion  of  expectation 
and  conjecture  the  public  is  astonished  with 
the  information  that  our  first  success  not 
having  been  followed  up,  it  has  been  either 
counterbalanced  by  some  success  of  the  ene- 
my, or  tarnished  by  some  want  of  proper 
exertion  on  our  own  part,  — You,  Sir,  were 
amongst  those  who  approved  of  our  proceed- 
ings last  year  towards  Denmark.  It  was  at- 
tempted by  men  of  high  political  considera- 
tion in  this  country,  to  maintain  that  those 
proceedings  alienated  from  us  the  afteclions 
of  the  continent.  Sir,  it  was  no  such  thing. 
The  politicians  on  the  continent,  many  even 
"wbo  did  not  wish  well  to  this  country,  were 
unanimous  in  exclaiming  :  "  At  last  the  En- 
glish are  roused  from  their  lethargy  ;  at  last 
they  assume  the  tone  and  attitude  that  be- 
comes them  ;  we  shall  now  see,  at  least  in 
the  north  of  Europe,  something  like  a  coun- 
terpoise to  Buonaparte's  overbearing  ambi- 
tion." They  admired  the  wisdom  of  our 
plan,  and  would  have  admired  the  energy 
of  the  execution,  if  they  bad  not  seen 
us  in  the  month  of  September  drawing 
in  our  horns,  and  hiding  ourselves  within 
our  shells  as  if  afraid  of  the  cold  of  October 
and  November.  They  then  thought  that  we 
Jiad  put  ourselves  to  a  great  expence,  made 
an  amazing  uproar  in  Europe,  and  subjected 
our  moral  character  as  a  nation,  at  least  to 
some  sort  of  imputation,  without  obtaining 
any  object  adequate  10  so  much  risk. — If  the 
Conventions,  and  the  inquiry  that  is  to  be  in- 
stituted concerning  them,  should  lead  to  a 
correction  of  this  most  capital  defect  in  our 
system  of  foreign  policy,  I  shall  think  that 
the  disgrace,  which  they  have  otherwise 
brought  upon  us,  is  not  without  its  counter- 
vailing advantage.— I  am,  yours,  kc. — An 
Englishman. — Oct.  18,  160S. 


Exposition  of  the  pr.\ctices  .^nd  Ma- 
chinations AVHICH  LED  TO  THE  CSUR- 
PATION  OF  THE  CROWN  OF  SPAIN,  AND 
THE  MEANS  ADOPTED  BY  THE  EMPEROR 
OF  THF-  FRENCH  TO  CARRY  IT  INTO  EX- 
ECUTION ;  BY  DON  PEDRO  CEVALLOS, 
FIRST  SECRETARY  OF  STATS  AND  DIS- 
PATCHES    TO      HIS     CATHOLIC    MAJESTY, 

FERDINAND  VII.  (Continued  from  p.  640.) 

While  these  occupied  the  right  bank  of 

the  Ebro,  and  appeared    to    have   for   their 

object  the  maintaining  the  comniuni cation 


with  Portugal,  I  entertained  the  hope  that 
he  would  not  abandon  the  sentiments  of  es- 
teem and  friendship  whicli  he  had  always 
manifested  towards  me.  Rut  when  I  per- 
ceived that  his  troops  advanced  towards  my 
capital,  I  felt  the  urgency  there  was  for  col- 
lecting my  army  round  my  person,  to  pre- 
sent myself  before  my  august  ally  in  a  man- 
ner worthy  of  the  king  of  Spain.  I  siiould 
have  removed  all  iiis  doubts,  and  have  se- 
cured my  best  interests.  I  gave  orders  to 
my  troops  to  leave  Portugal  and  Madrid,  and 
I  united  them  in  various  parts  of  my  mo- 
narchy, not  to  abandon  my  subjects,  but 
honourably  to  support  the  glory  of  my 
throne.  Besides,  my  extensive  experience 
convinced  me  that  *ha  emperoi  of  the  French 
might  very  well  entertain  wishes  conforma- 
ble to  his  particular  interest,  and  to  the  po- 
licy of  the  vast  system  of  the  Continent, 
but  which  might  be  inconsistent  with  th^ 
interests  of  my  house.  What  was,  in  such 
circumstances,  )'our  conduct  ?  You  intro- 
duced disorder  into  my  palace,  and  infused 
a  spirit  of  mutiny  into  my  bodyguard,  against 
my  person.  Your  father  was  your  prisoner^ 
my  prime  minister,  whom  I  had  appointed 
and  adopted  into  my  family,  covered  with, 
blood,  was  driven  from  one  danger  to  an- 
other. You  dishonoured  my  grey  hairs — 
you  despoiled  me  of  the  crown,  possessed 
with  glory  by  my  ancestors,  which  they  had 
preserved  without  a  stain.  You  seated  your- 
self upon  my  throne,  and  placed  yourself  at 
the  disposal  of  the  people  of  Madrid,  and  ojf 
foreign  troops,  vvho  were  then  entering  the 
capital. — The  conspiracy  of  the  Escurial  had 
already  accomplished  its  purposes.  The  acts 
of  my  administration  were  brought  into 
public  contempt.  Old,  and  oppressed  by 
iiitirmity,  I  \^'as  not  able  to  surmount  this 
new  misfortune.  I  resorted  to  the  emperor 
of  the  French,  not  as  a  king  at  the  head  of 
ray  troops,  surrounded  by  the  pomp  of 
royalty  ;  but  as  an  unhappy  and  abandoned 
prince.  I  have  found  refuge  and  protection 
in  the  midst  of  his  camp.  I  owe  to  him  my 
own  life,  that  of  the  queen,  and  that  of  the  , 
prime  minister.  I  have  arrived  at  last  at 
Bayonne,  and  you  have  so  conducted  this 
negcciation,  that  every  thing  depends  upon 
the  mediation  and  protection  of  this  great 
prince. — The  idea  of  resorting  to  popular 
agitation  would  tend  to  the  rum  of  Spain, 
and  expose  yourself,  my  kingdom,  my  sub- 
jects, and  my  family,  to  the  most  horrible 
catastrophes.  My  heart  has  been  fully  un- 
folded to  the  emperor  ;  he  knows  all  the 
injuries  I  have  received,  and  the  violence 
that  has  been  done  to  me  ;  he  has  declared 
to  me,  that  you  shall  never  be  acknowledged 
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as  kinj,  .?n;!  that  the  enemy  of  his  father 
can  never  acquire  the  cotifi'leiice  ot  toreigti 
fitalei.  He  has,  in  addition  to  this,  shewn 
me  letters  written  with  your  own  hand, 
which  clearly  shew  yoir  avsrsion  to  France, 
— ^l^hings  being  thus  situated,  my  rights  are 
clear,  and  my  duties  are  much  more  so.  It 
is  incum'oeni:  on  me  to  prevent  the  shedding 
of  the  blood  of  my  subjects,  to  do  nothing 
at  the  conclusion  of  my  career,  which  shall 
curv  fire  and  sword  into  every  part  of  Spain, 
and  reduce  it  to  ihe  most  horrible  misery. 
Certainly,  if  faithful  to  your  primary  obli- 
gitions,  and  to  the  feelings  ot  nature,  you 
liad  rejected  those  perfidious  counsels,  and 
placed  yourself  constantly  at  my  side,  for 
the  defence  of  your  father,  yoa  had  waited 
the  regular  course  of  nature,  which  would 
have  elevated  you  in  a  few  years  to  the  rank 
of  royalty.  I  should  have  been  able  to 
conciliate  the  policy  and  interests  of  Spain, 
with  that  of  all.  For  six  months,  no  doubt, 
matters  have  been  in  a  critical  situation  ;  but 
notwithstanding  such  difficulties,  I  should 
have  obtained  the  support  of  my  sulojects  ; 
I  shcull  have  arailed  myself  of  the  weak 
means  which  yet  remained  to  me,  of  t'le 
moral  aid  which  I  should  have  acquired, 
meeting  always  my  ally  with  suitable  dig- 
nity, to  whom  I  never  gave  cause  of  com- 
pJaint  ;  and  an  arrangement  would  have 
been  made  which  would  Iiave  accommodated 
the  interests  of  my  subjects  to  those  of  my 
family.  But  ia  tearing  from  tny  head  the 
crown,  you  have  not  preserved  it  for  your- 
self; you  have  taken  from  it  all  that  is  au- 
gust and  sacred  in  the  eyes  of  mankind, — 
Your  behaviour -with  respect  to  ine,  your 
intercejjted  letters,  have  put  a  brazen  barrier 
between  yourself  and  the  throne  of  Spain, 
and  it  is  neither  your  own  interest  nor  that 
©f  the  country  that  you  should  reign  in  it. 
Avoid  lighting  afire  which  will  unavoidably 
cause  your  complete  ruin,  and  the  degrada- 
tion of  Spain. — I  am  king  bv  the  right  given 
me  by  my  forefathers :  my'  abdication  was 
the  result  of  force  and  violence  j  I  have  no- 
thing to  receive  from  you  ;  nor  can  I  con- 
sent to  the  ci)nvocation  of  the  cortes,  an 
additional  ;!!)^;irdity,  suggested  by  the  in- 
experienced p;-rsons  wao  attend  you. — I 
have  reigiiel  for  the  hippuiess  of  my  sub- 
jects, and  I  do  not  wish  to  bequeath  them 
sivil  war,  mutiny,  popular  juntas,  and  re- 
volution. Every  thing  should  be  done  for 
the  people,  arw:l  nothing  by  the  [leople  :  to 
forget  this-  maxim,  were  to  become  the  ac-, 
compJice  of   all  the  crimes  that  must  f(;llo\v 


its  neglect.  I  have  sacrificed  the  whole  of 
my  lite  to  my  people  ;  and  in  the  advanced 
age  to  which  I  have  arrived,  I  shaJJ  do  no- 
thing in  opposition  to  their  religion,  their 
tranquillity,  and  their  happiness.  I  have 
reigned  for  them  ;  I  will  constantly  occupy 
ray.self  for  their  sakes  ;  I  will  forget  all  my 
sacrifices  ;  and  when  at  last  I  shall  be  con- 
vinced that  the  relig'on  of  Spain,  the  inte- 
grity of  herproxances,  her  independence,  and 
her  privileges  are  preserved,  I  shall  descend 
to  the  tomb,  forgiving  those  who  have  em- 
bittered the  last  years  of  my  life.— Dited 
from  the  imperial  palace  of  Bayonne,  called 
the  Government  Palace,  M.iy  2,  1803. 
No.  IX. — Letter  written  Oif  King  Ferdinand 

P^ll.  to  his  august   Father,  in    answer   to 

the  preceding. 
My  honoured  Father  and  Lord; —I  re- 
ceived the  letter  that  your  majesty  conde- 
scended to  write  to  me,  dated  yesterday,  and 
I  will  endeavour  to  answer  all  the  particu- 
lars with  that  moderation  an'd  respect  which 
is  due  to  your  majesty. — Your  m.ijesty 
speaks^  in  the  first  place,  with  respect  to 
the  alteration  in  your  political  conduct  to- 
wards France,  after  the  peace  of  Basle  j  and, 
in  truth,  I  believe  there  is  no  individual  iu 
Spain  who  has  complained  of  it;  rather  all 
were  unanimous  in  praising  your  majesty  for 
vour  confidence  in,  and  fidelity  to  the  prin- 
ciples you  had  adopted.  Mine,  in  particu- 
lar, were  entirelv  similar  to  your  own  ;  and 
I  have  given  irrefragabk  proofs  of  it  from  • 
the  moaient  when  your  majesty  abdicated 
the  throne  in  my  favour. — Had  the  affair  of 
the  Escurial,  which  vour  majesty  states,  ori- 
ginated in  the  hatred  with  which  my  wife 
inspired  me  against  France,  your  ministers, 
my  beloved  mother,  and  your  royal  self, 
been  examined  with  all  the  legal  fo-ms,  it 
would  have  evidently  proved  the  contrary. 
Notwithstanding  I  had  not  the  least  in- 
fluence, and  no  liberty  beyond  the  shew  of 
it, —  gn.irdcd,  as  I  was,  by  domestics  whom 
you  put  round  me,  yet  the  eleven  coun.sel- 
lors  chosen  by  yoiu"  majesty  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  that  tlierewas  no  ground 
for  the  accusation,  and  that  the  suppose?d 
criminals  were  innocervt. — Your  majesty, 
talks  of  the  distrust  created  by  the  entrance 
of  so  many  foreign  troops  into  Spain  ;  and 
that  if  your  majesty  recalled  from  Portugal 
your  troops,  and  united  those  that  were  in 
Madrid,  at  Aratijuez,a;id  its  neighbourhood, 
it  was  noL  to  abandon  your  subjects,  but  to 
support  the  gloty  of  the  throne, 
flu  be  continued.) 


IVintt.l  by  Coi  an>l  Baylis,  Great  Queen  Street  ;  piiblisbcfl  by  R.  Bagshaw,   Bryd-es  Street,  Corent- 
Goidcu,  vvbtre  fotmaNumbcis  may  bt  had;  wld  aLu  Ujr  J.  liudJ,  Cfowu  and  Miuc,  Tall  Mall, 
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"  (11)  claim,  demand,  and  insist  upon,  all  :ind  sins^ular  ihc  prcniisr-s  "  (the  rigiit  of  petitioning  bcin?;  only  a 
part),  '■  as  their  M'ti/ot/i/ef/ ria,hts  and  libenits  •,  and  that  no  declaiaiions,  jud^^mcnts,  doings,  or  proctcdiiigs, 
"  to  the  prejudice  ot  the  people  in  any  of  the  said  premises,  ought  in  any  wise  to  be  drawn  hereafter  into 
"  cousequenc-   or  example:." Bill  of  Rights. 
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To  TUE  P'reeholders   and   othek   Inha- 
bitants OF  Hampshire. 

GENTLrMBN, 

It  is  vvit.h  great  pleasure,  and  with  some 
degree  of  prsde,  that  1  have  seen,  in  the 
pubHc  [)a]jers,  a  nolific;ition,  that,  on 
Wednesday,  the  2d  of  jSJovciiiber,  a  meeting 
of  tlie  Nobility,  Gentry,  Clergy,  Freehold- 
ers and  other  Inhabitants  of  this  county,  is 
to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Winchester,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  tjie 
propriety  of  a  petition  to  the  king  for  an 
Inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  Convention, 
lately  entered  into  by  our  generals  in  Por- 
tugal. That  this  rneeting  will  be  well  at- 
tended as  to  numbers,  and  that  there  will 
be  present  gentlemen  able  and  willing  to 
point  out  what  ought  to  be  done,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  J  bur,  as  it  appears  to  me,  that 
a  few  previous  remarks,  with  respect  10  the 
objects  ot  the  meeting,  may  tend  towards 
producing  unanimity,  and  thereby  adding 
tbrce  to  the  decision,  I  beg  leave  to  oiTer  you 
my  sentiments  upon  the  subject. 

Gentlemen,  the  sorrow  and  indignation 
at  the  Convention  in  Portugal  have  been, 
and  are,  more  general  than  any  ft;eling  ever 
has  been  known  to  be  in  this  country,  with- 
in the  memory  of  the  oldest  man  living, 
with  the  sole  exception,  perhaps,  of"  the 
sorrow  which  was  felt  at  the  death  of  ioixD 
Nelson.  That  this  sorrow  and  indignatimi 
were  not  founded  in  reason  no  one  has  at- 
tempted to  shew  us.  I'here  have  been  at- 
tempts made,  amongst  the  parties  concerned 
in  the  transaction,  to  shift  the  blame  from 
one  to  the  other  J  there  have  been  attempts 
made  to  make  us  believe  that  the  Convention 
was  not  altogether  so  bad  as  we  thought  it ; 
but,  there  has  been  no  inan  bold  enough  to 
$tand  forv\^ard  and  assert,  that  we  were  a 
nation  of  fools,  who  had  all  joined  in  con- 
demning that  which  had  in  it  nothing  wuitiiy 
of  condemnation. 

It  is  clear,  then,  that  the  thing  itself,  the 
deed  which  we  so  universally  lament,  is  a 
proper  subject  of  lamentation.  It  is  clear, 
that  our  sorrow  and  our  indignation  are  well 
founded.  But,  if  these  feelings  of  ours  are 
to  produce   uo  effect   upoii  the  conduct  of 
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those  who  are  invested   with  the   care  and 
superintendance  of  our  rights  and  interests  j 
if  oiir  feelings  are  to  be  stifled  5   it  we  have 
not   tlie  right,  or,   which  is  tlie  same  thing, 
if  we  are  deterred  fVom  exercising  the  right, 
of  demandingyw-vf/tv  to  be  done  upon   those 
who  have  been    the  cause  of  \^'hat  we  com- 
plain of;  if  this  be  the  case,  there  is  nothing 
in  our  situation  which  distinguishes   it  from 
that    of  slaves.     For,  Gentlemen,    what   is 
the    great   characteristic    of  slavery  ?     It  is 
this ;  that  though  the  slave  feel  loss  and  vex- 
ation, he  dares  not  openly  complain.     We 
are  in  the  daily  habit  of  speaking  of  Buo- 
naparte as  a  despot,  and  of  the  people  of 
France  as  his  slaves ;  and,  in    so  doing,  we 
are  not,   I  am  convinced,  guilty  of  injustice. 
But,  what  are  the  proofs,  which  we  possess, 
or    pretend  to  possess,  of  the   despotism  of 
Buonaparte  and  of  the  slavery  of  ihe  French 
people  ?     What  are  these  p  oofs  ?     For,  if 
we  assert,   without  proof  whereuith  to  sup- 
[>oit  our  as-isrtions,  we  are   guilty  of  false- 
hood ;   and  falsehood    is   not  less  falsehood, 
merely  because  it  is  uttered  against  an  enemy. 
What  are  these  proofs,  then  ?     Not  that  he 
has  no  parliament,  for   he   has   a  legislative 
asse.iibly    as  well  as  we;  not   that,  in    iiis 
legislative  assembly,  his  ministers   have  al- 
ways   a   decided   majority,    for,  you   know 
well,  that   our    king's    ministers    have    the 
same  ■,   not  that   he  can  do  what  he  pleases 
w  ith  his  array,  appointing,  pron:i0ting,  and 
cashiering  the  officers   at   his   plei^-sure,  for, 
YOU     know,    that    our     king    has   precisely 
the    same    power,    and    that,    when,    upon 
a    late    occasion,    an    attertipt    wa?    made 
to  abridge  th.it  power,  that  attempt  was  stig- 
matized   as  an  attcck  upon  the  just  prero- 
gatives of  the  crown  •  not  because  the  people 
ot    France  are    not  represented    in  their  le- 
gisiarive  assembly,  for,  there  are  e/ec//on,y  in 
France  as  well  as  in  England,  and,   perhaps, 
it  would   be  verv  difficult  to  prove,    that  be- 
iween   those  elections  and  ours  tliere  is  atiy 
material   diiTerence.      Well,    then,   Gentle- 
men,   what    is  the  giouiul,    upon  which  we 
charge    the   people   of    France    with    being 
slaves,  and  what  is  the  proof  which  we  pos- 
sess  of  the   lacl  ?     The  ground   is  simply 
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this,  that  they  dare  not  i^o  to  their  yovercJ^n  j 
vitfi  complaints;  and,  the  only  proof  that 
we  possess  of  this  fact,  is,  that  they  </f>  not  \ 
go  to  him  u-ilh  complaints.  If,  therefore,  [ 
we  do  not  comphun  to  the  king.  Avhen  it  is 
rntorious  to  the  world,  that  we  have  so 
bitterly  complained  to  one  another,  will  not 
that  world  conclude,  that  we  Hare  not  com- 
plain ;  and,  upon  the  same  ground  that  we 
call  the  French  people  sUitcs,  will  not  the 
world  ji=tly  impute  slavery  to  us?  No. 
matter  what  be  the  cause,  by  which  we  are 
restrained  from  complaining  ;  whether  it  be 
the  bayonet  in  the  hands  of  a  soldier,  or  the 
means  of  corruption  in  the  hands  of  a  mi- 
nister ;  whether  it  be  the  dread  of  death 
from  the  hands  of  the  executioner  or  from 
the  cravings  of  hunger.  I'he  cause  matters 
Xiot,  so  that  the  effect  be  the  same  ;  so  that 
we- ?i re  slaves,  it  matt(-rs  not  whether  we 
are  held  in  slavery  by  the  force  of  steel  or 
by  that  ofgold. 

Those  who  wish   to  prevent   the   people 
from   petitioning  the  king   upon  this  occn- 
4ion,  tell    us,  tliat  we  are    not    competent 
judges  of  the  inatler,  upon  which  we  have 
taken   it  upon  us  to  decide.     That  we  are 
not  all  soldiers  is  certain,  and  that  very  few 
of  us,   comparatively  spe;\king,    would    be 
able  to  conduct  battles  and  sieges  is  obvious  ; 
but,  all  of  us,  who  are  not  absolute  ideots, 
know,  that  when  an  army  is  sent  abroad  at 
a  vast  expence,   the  people  who  pay  that  ex- 
pence,  hav2  a   right  to  expect  some  services 
from  that  army  ;  we  kcow,  that  when   one 
army    is  doable   the  force  of  another,  and 
when  the  latter  has  been  beaten    by  a  third 
part  of  the  force   of  the   former,  that  it   is 
reasonable  to  expect,  that  the  weaker  army 
ought,  very  soon,  to  become  captives  to  the 
stronger.     There  does  not  require  nny  mi- 
litary science   to  enable  us  to  speak   with 
confidence  as  to  these  points.     If  we  mi.st 
be  vienerals,  or  admirals,  in  order  to  be  able 
to  form  correct  opinions,  in  every  case  re- 
lating to   military    and    naval    afFaiis.    it    is 
plain,    that  we  mu-.t,  in    future,    hold  bnr 
tongues  ;  and  that  we  have   nothing   to    do 
with    such  aftairs,   but  to  pay  the  expences 
Intending   them.     \Jfov.  the  same  principle, 
we  could  never,  with  propriety,  complain  of 
any  measure  of  the  government,  however 
dis^rraccfnl  or  oppressive  it  might  be.     If  a 
treaty  were  made  giving  uji  the  Isle  of  Wi^ht 
♦o   France,  we   might   be  told    to   hold  our 
peace,    seeing  that   we  are  uol  plenipoten- 
.  liaries  and  secre'aries  of  slate  :   the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  might,   upon   the  same 
principle,  bid  us  be  silent   upon  the  subject 
rf  taxation  ;  and  so   on.    till    we   were  re- 
duced to  the  stole  of  were  beweis  of  wood 
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and  drawers  of  water.     In  the  present  caspj 
those  who  do  pretend  to  understand  military 
aflairs  have   not  attempted   to    defend  the 
transaction  of  which   we  complain  ;  while 
some  of  tho?e  persons,   who  are  most  active 
in  opposition   to  our  petitioning  the  king, 
have  asserted,  that  one  of  the  generals  pro- 
tesled  against  the  Convention.     But,  what 
are  their  opinions  to  us  ?     It  is   sufficient, 
that  the  thing  appears  to  its  to  be  matter  for 
complaint.     That   is  all  that  is  required  to 
justify  our  complaining  ;  unless  we  be  con- 
tent to  see  and  hear  only  through  the  eyes 
and  ears  of  those,  who  appear  to  think  that 
they  have  a  right  to  treat  us  as  their   slaves, 
merely  because  they  wallow  in  luxury  upon 
the  fruit  of  our  labour.     When,  but  a  very 
few  months  ago,  it  was  thought  useful  to 
tho-e  in   power  to  obtain   addresses  to  the 
king  in  praise  of  his  speech  about  Spain  and 
Portugal,  and   of  the  military  measures  he 
intended  to  adopt  with  regard  to  those  coun- 
tries ;    then   you  were   not  thought    to  be 
quite  so  unfit  judges  of  matters  of  this  sort ; 
then  you  were  called  upon  to  give  your  opi- 
nions of    measures   even   before    they  had 
been  put  into  execution.     And  now,  by  the 
very  same  persoas,  who  then  so  called  upon 
you,  you  are  told   that  military  operations 
and  making  Conventions  are  matters  above 
your  capacity.     So  that,  though  you  are  very 
good  judges  as  long  as  }ou  are  disposed  to 
praise,  you  are  not  tit  to  judge  at  all,  when 
you  are  disposed  to  condemn  ;  and,   in  short, 
you  are  to  be  well-broken  dogs  in  the  service 
of  the  ministers  of  the  day,  at  whose  com- 
mand  you  are  to  dash  on,  come  in,  stand, 
back,  give  tongue,  run  mute,  creep,  cringe, 
or  lie,  dead  as  a  stone,  at  their  feet.     This 
expedition    to   Portugal,    the    intention    of 
undertaking  which  you  were,   by  the  agents 
of  th?  ministers,  called  unon  to  praise,  has 
cost  EMgl.md  as  much  as  the  whole  amount 
of  one  y(  ,:r'b  poor-rates  ;   that  it  has  done 
harn'i  'o  England  instead  of  good  no  man  has 
the  assurance  to  deny  ;  and  yet  you  are  told, 
that  yon  ought    not  to  call  for  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  those   who  have  caused  all 
this  injury,  becauiJe  yon  are  not  competei;t 
judges  of  the  matter.     This  insolence  may 
show  you  in  what  contempt  you  are  held  by 
the   j)prsons  to  whom  I    have  so  frL.^.:"ntly 
alluded  ;  and,  if  you  now  suffer  yourselves 
to  be  bullied  or  wheedled   into  silence,  you 
j  will  convince  the  world  that  you  are  worthy 
of  that  contemi)t. 

But,  there  is  another  objection  to  our 
pplii  oning  the  king,  at  this  time,  which 
objection  is  worthy  of  yur  piirticular  no- 
tice, and,  I  trust  you   will    think,  of  youi 
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since  tlie  promulgation  of  the  king's  anewer 
to  the  city  of  London,  any  further  petitions 
for  inquiry  are  unnecessary,  seeing  that 
he  therein  declared  his  intention  lo  institute 
an  inquiry,  after  which  further  petitions, 
besides  being  useless,  may  seem   to  imply  a 

deubt  of  his  sincerity. Gentlemen,  the 

petition  of  the  city  of  Loudon  was  express- 
ed in  terms  as  humble  as  it  is  possible  for 
any  description  of  human  creatures  to  make 
use  of  towards  any  earthly  being  ;  and  the 
answer  they  received  contained  as  sharp  a  re- 
buke as  any  king  of  England  ever  gave  to 
kis  subjects.  The  king  told  them,  that  it 
was  "  inconsistent  with  (he  principles  of 
"  British  justice  to  pronounce  judgment 
"^  without  prezious  investigation  f  and  that, 
"  the  interposition  of  the  city  of  London 
"  could  not  he  necesscry  for  inducing  him 
"  to  direct  due  inquiry  to  be  made."' 
Now,  Gentlemen,  there  was  no  judgment 
pronounced  on  any  one  by  the  petition  ofth« 
poor  cringing  Londoners.  They  only  pray- 
ed that  an  inquiry  might  be  ordered  ;  they 
said,  what  the  wkole  nation  had  said,  that 
the  Convention  was  disgraceful  and  injurious 
to  the  country  ;  they  expressed  their  sorrow 
that  so  many  English  lives  and  so  much 
English  money  should  have  been  lost  and 
expended  in  vain  ;  and  they  humbly  im- 
plored the  king  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
the  cause  of  sncti  a  calamity,  and  to  bring 
the  offenders  to  justice  ;  but,  they  judged 
no  one  j  they  marked  out  no  one  for 
punishment ;  they  pretended  not  to  Say, 
whether  the  blame  lay  with  the  ministers 
or  the  generals  ;  they,  with  the  ret^t  of  the 
liation,  were  convinced  that  blame  lay  some- 
where, and  they  prayed,  in  a  most  humbie 
style,  that  an  inquiry  might  take  place. 
Was  there,  in  this,  Gentlemen,  any  thing 
"  inconsistent  with  the  principles  oj  British 

justice  ?  "  Why,  is  not  this  the  mode  of 
proceeding  in  all  our  courts  ?  The  man, 
who  thinks  himselt'  aggrieved  by  another 
man,  comes  into  court,  in  his  own  person 
or  by  his  attorney,  and  demands  that  the 
alledged  offender  be  put  upon  his  trial.  The 
demand  cannot  be  ^refused  ;  it  often  hap- 
pens, that  the  party  accused  is  found  to  be 
innocent ;  but,  no  one  attempts  to  say,  that 
the  demand  is  inconsistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  British  justice  ;  no  judge,  when 
applied  to  for  a  warrant,  a  writ,  an  attach- 
ment, or  citation,  ever  tells  the  plaintitT 
that  he  is  come  to  '*  pronounce  judgment." 
When  any  of  us  aj^^ply  for.  a  warrant  or 
summons  against  a  thief,  or  a  poacher,  we 
assert  that  the  person  has  been  guilty  of 
thieving  or  poaching;   yst,  the  justices   ne-' 

,.  Yer  send  us  away  with  the  viibuke,.  that  we 
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are  "  pronouncing  judgment  without  previa 
"  ous  investigation."  It  would  be  an  in- 
sult to  your  understandings  to  pursue  th» 
illustration  ;  for  there  is  not  a  man  of  you, 
who  will  not  clearly  perceive,  that  the  ap- 
plication of  the  poor  humble  citizens  o£ 
London  was  strictly  consistent,  not  only 
v-/ith  the  principles  of  British  justice,  but, 
as  nearly  as   the   case   would   permit,  witk 

the   forms  of  legal    proceedings. As  to 

the  necessity  of  this  application,  the  king 
alluded  to  the  trial  of  General  Whitelocke, 
and  told  the  poor  citizens,  that  he  should 
have  hoped,  that  his  conduct  in  that  case 
would  have  convinced  them,  that  their  in- 
terposition was  not  necessary  to  induce  him 
to  institute  inquiry  in  thi^  case.  But,  Gen- 
tlemen, pray  mark  the  distinciion.  In  botb 
cases  the  transaction  was  reprobated  by  the 
nation  at  large  ;  in  both  cases  the  NATION" 
complained  of  disgrace  andinquiry  ;  but, 
not  so  with  the  MINISTRY,  who,  in  tha 
former  case,  gave,  at  once,  evident  signs 
of  their  agreement  in  feeling  and  opinion 
with  the  nation ;  v/hereas,  in  the  latter 
case,  they  gave  signs  as  evident,  that  the^ 
disagreed  in  feeling  and  opinion  with  the 
nation,  and  that,  though  they  might  not 
openly  justify  the  Convention,  their  inten- 
tion was  net  to  put  upon  their  trial  any  of 
the  persons,  who  had  fram.ed  or  ratified  it. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  theMntelligence,  or,  at 
least,  when  the  intelligence  could  no  longer 
be  kept  from  tire  public,  they  made  a  short 
and  equivocal  communication  of  it  to  the 
Mayor  of  London  ;  they  caused  the  guns  of 
the  Park  and  Tower  to  be  fired,  which, 
as  you  well  know,  is  the  token  oi  foyful 
tidings;  they  caused  an  illumination  to  be 
made  at  all  the  offices  and  buildings  under 
their  controul ;  they  put  us  to  the  expence 
of  candles,  coloured  lamps,  and  flambeaux, 
for  the  celebration  of  the  event ;  and,  in. 
short,  they  did,  upon  this  occasion,  exhibit 
all  those  marks  of  joy  that  were  by  them  ex- 
hibited at  the  intelligence  of  the   battle  of 

Trafalgar. Well,  then.  Gentlemen,  what 

similarity  is  there  in  the  two  cases  ?  and, 
why  were  the  poor  citizens  of  London  to  be 
rebukigd,  because  they  seemed  to  suspect, 
that  Welleslfey  and  his  associates  would  not 
be  brought  to  trial,  without  a  direct  appli- 
cation of  the  people  to  the  king?  Were 
they,  because  Whitelocke  was  tried  for  an 
act  whiclj  the  ministers  openly  lamented,  lo 
coacle.de  that  Wellesley  would  be  tried  for 
an  act  at  which  these  same  ministers  openly 
rejoiced?  Pcor  creatines,  how  is  it  possible, 
that  thev  could  have  drawn  such  a  conclu- 
sion ?  There  were,  moreover.  Gentlemen, 
other  Gircui^istances  to  justify  this  mtergosj- 
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tion  on  the  pnrt  of  the  people.  Whiielocke 
had  t!ie  misfortune  to  commit  his  disgraceful 
net  at  a  time  when  tl)e  ministry  was  com- 
posed of  a  new  set  of  men,  of  men  vvho 
were  the  pohlical  enemies  of  those  who  sent 
him  out  on  his  command  j  and  the  citizens 
of  London,  slavish  as  they  have  been  for 
many  many  long  and  disgraceful  years,  had 
had  opportunities  enovigh  of  perceiving, 
that  circumstances  of  this  sort  are  not  with- 
out their  influence.  They  knew,  besides, 
that  the  Convention-making  generaU  were 
not  only  appointed  by  the  present  ministry, 
who,  of  coarse,  were  their  poliiical  friends, 
but  that  one  of  them,  he  who  Ivd  the  way 
in  the  transaction  tliat  has  filled  i!s  with 
indign;Uion,  m^:\^  one  of  llie  ministry,  one,  of 
his  brothers  another  of  the  ministry,  and 
that  his  family  had,  at  least,  twelve  fast 
friends  in  the  parliament.  'I'hese  were  cir- 
cumstances calculated  to  have  great  weight  ; 
and  when  the  citizens  of  London  perceived, 
that  the  ministers,  in  the  Gazette  Extraor- 
dinary, in  which  they  gave  us  an  account  of 
the  transactions  in  Portugal,  published  the 
Armi''lice,  which  was  ntgociated  and  signed 
ly  U'eliesley,  \n  {ha  French  language  only  j 
when  they  perceived  this,  must  they  not 
have  been  convinced,  that  it  was  the  resolu- 
tion of  ihe  ministers  to  screen  this  general, 
at  any  rate,  and  that  to  screen  him  would  be 
impossible,  if  either  of  the  others  were  put 
upon  their  trial  ?  Must  not  this  have'  been 
evident  to  every  man  of  common  sense  ? 
Well,  then,  in  tiiis  state  of  things,  what 
do  the  citizens  of  London  do  ?  Why,  they 
meet,  and  determine  to  appeal  to  the  king  ; 
they  say,  we  see  that  the  ministers  are  dis- 
])osed  to  witlihold  satisfaction  from  us  for 
this  great  injury  and  disgrace,  and  therefore, 
as  to  the  prime  source  of  justice,  we  will 
apply  to  the  king  himself.  They  do  this  in 
language  the  rrwst  humble  ;  their  prayer  is 
termed  an  unnecessary  i«<('rpo,<i/jo«  ;  they 
are  accused  of  acting  inconsislenthj  with  the 
princi/ites  of  British  justice  ;  and  they  are 
charged  with  pronouncini^  judgment  previous 
to  investigation,  at  the  very  moment  when 
thev  pray  tor  an  investigation. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  can  you  discover  any 
thhig  in  this  transaction  which  ought  to  pre- 
vent us  frcsn  petitionmg  the  king  for  in- 
quiry ?  We  have  all  tivs  original  inducements 
that  the  citizens  of  Lontlort  h-rj.  j  but,  we 
are  told,  that,  at  any  rate,  the  king  has  fiaiv 
declared  that  he  will  institute  an  inquiry, 
and  that,  therefore,  to  petition  for  that  pur- 
j)ose    now,    would,    besides   being   useless, 

seem  to  imply  a  dovibt  of  his  sincerity. 

Gentlemen;  this  doctrine  is  q<iite  new.  The 
auiwcr  given  to  the  cilixens  of  London  has 
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not  been  given  to  us.  If  we  approve  of 
what  they  did,  it  is  wur  duty  to  do  the  same; 
or  else,  upon  all  other  occasions,  the  whole 
nation  is  to  look  ujton  itself  as  being  re|)re- 
sented  by  the  city  of  London  ;  one  petition 
and  one  answer  will  do  tor  the  whole  ;  Lon- 
don will  be  the  only  part  of  the  nation, 
whom  any  king  or  any  minister,  will  have 
to  manage  ;  and  the  comitry  at  large,  ail 
the  land  and  all  its  owners  and  all  its  culti- 
vators, are,  at  once,  sunk  into  complete 
insignificance.  Not  so,  however,  think  the 
government  agents,  when  they  call  for 
praises  of  the  ministry.  Then,  as  in  the 
late  instance,  the  more  addresses  the  better. 
The  city  of  London  began  last  summer,  and 
they  had  their  answer  ;  but,  the  addressing 
did  not  .stop  there.  The  coimties  and 
cities  and  boreughs,  down  to  the  boroughs 
of  ttn  men,  followed  the  examj)le.  No- 
body told  thepi  that  it  was  unwressary  to 
proceed:  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  were 
urged  on,  till  there  was  not  a  single  spot 
left,  from    which    an  address  of  praise  had 

not  been  extracted. Besides,  Gentlemen, 

do  you  perceive,  in  the  answer  of  the  king 
to  the  citizens  of  London,  any  assurance 
that  he  wilt  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  instituted  ? 
The  words  are  these:  "  I  should  have  hoped, 
"  thai  recent  occurrences  would  hai*  con- 
"  vincedyou,  that  lam  at  all  times  ready  to 
"  institute  inqiiirifs  on  occasions  in  which 
"  the  character  of  the  country  or  the  lionour 
'*  of  my  arms  is  concerned,  and  that  the  in- 
"  terposition  of  the  city  of  London  could 
"  not  be  ntxessary  for  inducing  m?  to  di- 
"  rect  due  inquiry  to  be  made  into  a  transac- 
"  tion  which  has  disappointed  the  hopes  an<l 
"  expectations  of  the  natian."  Now,  Gen- 
tlemen, this  is,  you  petceive,  by  no  means 
a  positive  assurance  that  any  inquiry  shall 
take  place ;  and,  su]>posing  it  to  amount  to 
that,  the  word  r///(',  carefully  qualitying  the 
won!  incjidry,  leaves,  I  think,  little  room  to 
doubt,  that  the  inquiry,  if  any,  is  not  likely 
to  be  of  thar  vigorous  kind,  which    it  is  the 

wish  of  the  nation  to  see  take  place. Tiie 

answer  implies,  that  the  king  has  been  at 
all  limes  ready  to  institute  inquiries  of  th.e 
sort  in  contemplation.  There  was  a  con- 
vention at  the  Ilelder,  by  which  ei^ht  thou- 
sund  French  sailors  were  released  out  of  our 
prisons  to  go  .iiul  fight  against  us ;  and,  if 
any  inquiry  did  take  place  upon  that  occa- 
sion, an  occasion  ill  which  the  chanuter  of 
the  country  and  its  arms  was  ceiiainly  con- 
cerned, it  was  of  so  secret  and  quiet  a  kind 
that  the  people  ncvcT  even  heard  of  it  ;  and, 
1  take  it,  that  this  is  not  the  sovt  of  inqtiiry, 
which  we  now  wish  for.  Besides,  does  it  great- 
ly cnco'.ir,-!;^c  us  to  rely  upon  the  advice  that 
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the  king  will  now  receive,  that  yve  see,  at 
the  very  same  levee,  where    the    Londoners 
are  rebuked,   Sir  Arthur  IVt-Uesley    ihf  first 
upon  the  list  of  persons  grnciowilij  receWi!d  by 
the  king  ;  that;  we  see  that  same  general  who 
signed  the^araiistice,  immedia'ely   after  his 
return  from  court,  set  otF  tor  Ireland  to   re- 
sume his  place  and  funciions  as  a  minister  ot 
the  crown,  and  tiie  chief  minister,  too,  in 
that  part  of  the  kingdom;   that    we    see  Sir 
Harry   Burrard,   Sir    Charles   Cotton,    Col. 
Murray,  and  all  those  who  must  necessarily 
be   material    witnesses,   "  left   to    keep   the 
police  at  Lisbon  "  ;  do  we,  from  these  well 
known   facts,   derive  any  great    encourage- 
ment to  rely,  to  rest    satisfied,   to    hold  our 
tongues  and  remain  quiet,  in  the    assurance, 
that  the  king  will  oe  advised  to  institute  such 
an  inquiry  as  is    likely  to  obtain  us  justice  ? 
Nay,  Gentlemen,  is  it  probable,  is  there  the 
smallest   probability,    that   those    ministers, 
who  mHdepijblic  rejoicings  at  the  intelligence 
of  the    Gonveniion,   will  advise  the  king  to 
proceed   to    the  prosecution   of   those,  who 
were  the  authors,  ol-  the  cause,  of  that  Con- 
ventiun  ?     You  cannot  believe,  that   this   is 
probable  ;  you  can   hardly  believe  that    it  is 
possible  ;   the  answer  to  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don alone  must  convince  you  of  ihe  contrary; 
and,  therefore,  if  you   wish   to   see  justice 
done  upon  the  a.ithors    of  the   Convention, 
you  are  called  upon  itfendsavour,   by  a  reso- 
lute  exercise   of  ycur- right   of  peiitioning 
the  king,  to  indxice  hira  to  listen  rj  his  peo- 
ple, and   to   reject   the  advice  which    is  so 
likely  to  be  offered  to  him  by  his  uiinisteis. 
Genllemen  ;   it  is  our  lot  to  live  in  times, 
when  we  are  daily  called  upon    "    to   spend 
our   last   shilling,  and  to  shed  our  last  drop   i 
of  blood,  for   the  preservation  of  the  corts'/i- 
tution  ;  "  and,  tiiough  this  would   be  going 
very  tar,  it  being  diiHcult  to  form  an  idea  ot 
any  thing  much  worse  than  beggary  followed 
by  extermination,    we  should,    1    trusr,    if 
necessary,  be   ready  to  encounter  the  literal 
performance  ;     but,   then,    we    ought  to  be 
quite  certain  that  we  have  this    coiistitution. 
When  the  bigotted  and  besotted  tyrant  James 
was  driven    front    the    throne  of  Pjng);ind, 
which  he    had  surrounded   with    peculators 
and  slaves,  the  nation,  when    they  dt;clarc-d 
that  another  king  should  lake  his  place,  first 
declared  what   were  their  own  rigiils,  an  1, 
amongst  these  rights,  was  that  of  petitioning 
the  king.     This   declaration,    which   makes 
part    of  an  act  of    parliament,  contains   the 
letter  of   what     v/e    call    the   constitniion. 
Every  man ;  every  individual  person,  in  what- 
ever rank  or  situation  of  life,  has,  according 
to  the  constitution  of  England,  an  unques- 
tionable right  to  lay  beibre  the  king  a  repre- 


■ientation  of  what  he  or  she  deems  to  be  a 
wrong,  whether  public  or  private.  It  is  for 
the  p'-'titioner,  or  petitioners,  c//o/?c  to  judge 
of  the  necessity,  or  propriety,  of  pe- 
titioning. There  exists  no  where  a  right 
to  punish  them  for  petitioning.  The 
right  is  absolute,  and  the  people  are  to  be 
the  judge;  as  to  the  timi  and  the  occa- 
sion of  exercising  it.  Such,  as  far  as  rflates 
to  our  present  purpose,  is  the  constitution  of 
England,  that  constitution  to  preserve  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  spend  our  last  shilling 

and   to    shed    our    last   drop   of  blo(;d. 

But,  what  do   we   now   hear,  frotn    those, 
too,  who  are  the  most  loud  hi   calling  upon 
us    for  such    terrible  sacrliices  ?     V/hat  do 
they  now  tell  us  ;     "■  That  the  citizens  of 
"   London  sneaked  out  of  the  presence  of 
*'  then-   sovereign,  whose  dignity   had   re- 
"   proved  their  indecency  and  rebuked  their 
"  presumption,    and    became    a    laughing- 
"  stock."     Well,  we  really  deserve  this  lan- 
guage.    We  have  so  long  submitted  to  be  the 
tools,  the  sport,  the  slaves,  of  the  minister  of 
I   the  day,  that  there  is  no  insult  which  we  do  not 
I    merit   at   their  hands,  or  the  hands  of  their 
[   underlings.     Then,   again,    we   are   asked : 
"  do  the  people   believe  that  their  old  king 
"  is    wanting    in   justice    and    integrity   so 
"  much,  as  to  require  a  lecture  upon  both, 
"  from   every  Burgh,  City,  and  county  in 
'^  the  kingdom?  "     You  will  observe.  Gen- 
tlemen, that  when  the  object  was  to  obtain 
addresses  of  praise,  these  same  people  had 
no  oi>jection  to  a  lecture  from  every  Burgh, 
City,  and  County   in   the   kingdom.     But, 
what  is  now  become  of  this  boasted  righto/ 
petitivn,  if  it  be  proper  to  reprove  and  re- 
buke the  petitioner,  and  to  treat  his  petition 
as    a    presumptuous    lecture  ?       A    petition, 
from  the  very  meaning  of  the  word,  must 
contain  a  prayer  that  something  may  /•<■?  done  ; 
a  petition  to  the  kins:  must:  necessarily  ccn- 
taiir  an  e.xpres^ion  of  the  petitioner's  desire 
tliat  the  king  will  do  sojiiething  ;  and,   tliere- 
fore,  if  to  express  such  a  desire  be  indecent 
and   presumptuous  ;     if  to    ex])ress    such    a 
desire  be  to  insinuate  that  the  king  is  want- 
ing in  justice  ana   integrity,  it  is   evident, 
that  there  can   be  no  petition  i:ee  from  the 
cliavge  of  such  insinuation;  and,  ofccairse, 
that  the   right  of  petitioning   the  king,  as 
laid    down   and    secured    in     the    bill  of 
KinnTS,  is,  in    fsct,  a  right  to  remind  the 
iving  of  his  want  of  justice  and    integrity. 
The  truth  is,  tliat  a  rig'it,  in  one  man,   im- 
plies   the  power   of  doing,  without  risk  to 
person  or  p-operiy  or  character,  certain  rscta 
which    7:iai/  be   di>agrceable   to   some  other 
man  ;   and   a  bill,  ov    declaration,  of  .'ights- 
would  have  been  downright   stupid  stulf  j 
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sheer  nonsense  ;  mere  sham  ;  unless*^  the  1 
IVamers  of  it  had  sripposed  cases,  in  which 
the  king  might  dij'er  in  opinion  and  views 
from  the  people  ;  for,  it  is  manifest,  that 
unless  snch  dilferencc  arise,  the  rii^kts  can 
never  be  br6nj;lit  into  exercise.  But,  the 
opposers  of  petitioning  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion, whose  arguments  will,  indeed,  ap- 
ply to  all  other  occasions,  would  fain  have  us 
believe,  that  we  have  the  right  onh/  ifken  wc 
do  not  ivant  to  makf.  use  of  it ;  and  yet,  to 
preserve  the  constitution,  of  which  the 
right  of  petition  is  a  principal  feature.,  these 
same  persons  call  upon  us  to  spend  our  last 
shilling  and  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  blood j 
aye,  the  last  drop  of  our  blood  for  rights, 
which  according  to  their  doctrine,  we  are 
never  to  exercise  !  ' 

Gentlemen,  icfne  the  answer  was  given 
to  the  citv  of  London,  there   was  but  one 
object  in  petitioning  the  king;  naoiely,  to 
obtain  a   full  and  impartial  developcment  of 
all  the  causes  that  ied  to  tl'.e  Convention  in 
Portugal,  and  to  produce  the  punishment  due 
to  its  real  authors.    Now,  there  is  this  object, 
and,  in  addition,  the  more  important  object 
of  asserting  one  of  our  princip.il  rights ;  of 
convincing  the  ministry  and  the  world,  that 
we  have  not  entirely  given  up  all  pretensions 
to  the  enjoyiiient  ofv  those  political  liberties, 
for  the  recovery  and  preservation  of  which  | 
our  fathers  wrote  and  fought  with   such  ad-  ! 
mirable  ability,  perseverance,  and  courage. 
We  are  told  "  not  to  forget  the  feelings  of 
"  our  old  and  venerable  king."    We  do  not ; 
but,  neither  do  we  forget  our  own  feelings, 
our   own   sacrifices,    losses,  and  sufferings, 
and  the  hardship.s,  which,    by  the  deeds  of 
which  we  complain,  will  be  entailed   upon 
our   children's   childrc-n.  "  If  we   have   had 
**  forty  eight  years  of    experience  "  of  tiie 
king,  the  king  has  had  forty-eight  years  ex- 
perience of  us ;    and  never  did  king  meet 
with  subjects   more   generous,  dutiful  and 
patient.     In  what  instance  have  we  been  re- 
fractory or   niggardly?  Has  not  our  subinis- 
eivencGs    been    unbounded?     Have  we  not 
poured  out  our  all  at  his  feet?  And,  sliall 
we  now  be  reproved  and  rebuked  because 
we  pray,  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  order  an 
inqi;iry  into  the  conduct  of  those,  who,  in 
our  opinion,  have  with  the  treasure  and  the 
blood  of  the  cnuntry,  pu'chased  its  lasting 
injury  and  disgrace  ?     Expedition  after   ex- 
pedition is  fitted  out ;  cxpence  after  expenco 
Is   Incurred ;  the  treasury  of  the   nation   is 
thrown  open,  and  \w\-  sons  are  shipj)ed  oft 
in  thousands  i    battles  are  won,    rejoicings 
are  heard }    and,  at   every  close,  comes  a 
dismal  account    of  failure.     All  is  in  vnin. 
We  pay  and  hunger  and  labour  and  arm  and 


fight,  but  the  conclusion  always  is,  that  we 
ha\*e  gained  nothing  solid,  while  he,  who 
has  sworn  our  destruction,  keeps  on  his  firm 
and  steady  pace  of  encroachment  and  of 
conquest. 

In  this  way  have  we  been    proceeding  for 
fifteen    long    and    disgraceful    years.'     The 
country  is  not  so  destitute  of  men  of  dis- 
cernment as  for  these  things,  together   v/ith 
their  causes  and  their  nec^essary   consequen- 
ces,  not  to  be    clearly    perceived;    but,  so 
enormous,    so  overbearing,  are  become    the 
powers  of  seduction  and  corruption,  aud  so 
completely  have  even  good  men  Leen  divided 
by  faction,  alarmed  by  craft,  and   awed   by 
menaces  of  ruin,  that  at  last,  public   spirit, 
though  not  quite  extinguished,  exists  only  in 
latent  sparks  in   the  bosoms  of  individuals, 
and  is  as  useless  as  the  fire  in  the  ftiut  buried 
under  ground.     Many    are    the    occasions, 
even  within  these   few  years,  when  a  spirit 
worthy  of  Englishmen  has  made  its  appear- 
ance 5   but,  the   mcmient  it  began  to  be  per- 
ceived, forth  hasi;.sued  the  demons  of  faction, 
with  all  their    train   of  insinuations,  calum- 
nies, lies,  and   hypocrisy,  'till,  in   a   short 
time,  foltewed  confusion,  strife,  and,  finally, 
tliat,  in  which   alone   the  guilty  could  hope 
for'impunity,  the   division   of  ^ovd  men.     I 
would  fain  hope,  Gentlemen,  though  I   am' 
aware  that  ^it  is  too  sangume  a  hope  to  en- 
tertain, that,  upon  the  present  occasion,  no 
attempt  will  be  made  to  render  your  feelings 
of  indignation  at  this  national  injury  subser- 
vient to  the  views  oi  faction ;  for,  much  as 
j  1  desire  you   to  add  your  voice  to  that  of 
[  others  who  have  called   for  an   inquiry,    I 
would  infinitely   rather  see  you  mute,  than 
behold  vou  the  tools  of  selfish  and  acnbifious 
men.     It  is  not  against  the  ministry  that  we 
have  to  petition  ;   it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  one  ministry  out  and  another  in,  that 
we  are  about  to   meet  ;  it  is  for  the  purpose 
of   obtaining  justice    for   a    great   national 
wrong  and   of  securing   ourselves  and  our 
children  against  that  ruin,  which,  from  the 
prevalent  incapacity,  or  perfidy,  of  persons 
entrusted   with   our  afl:airs,  now  so  awfully 
threatens  us.     What  is  it  to  me,  or  to  any  of 
my  neighbours,  who  enjoy  the   honours  or 
the  emoly[nents  of  office,  so    that    we    are 
ably  and  failhfuliy  served?     What   a  fool, 
what  a   contemptible  thing,  must  that  man 
he,  who,  having  no   selfish  views,    makes 
himself  tlie  tool  of  a  party  ;  gives   up   his 
understanding    to   others;     sees    with    their 
eyes  and  hears  with   their  ears;  voluntarily 
abandons  truth,  impartiality,  and   integrity, 
or,  at  best,  exchanges  them  for  the  honour 
of  being  designated   by  an   appellation  pro- 
ceedinj;^  from  the  name  of  sonie  delestabljr 
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impudent  knave,  who  is,  or  has  been,  the 
Leader  of  a  party  !  The  very  existence  of  a 
knave  iniphes  the  co-existence  of  a  fool  ; 
but,  it  is  the  lot  of  this  nation  to  see  nnen  of 
i'ew^c  as  well  as  worth  become  the  instru- 
ments of  knavery.  The  silly  ambition  of 
being  tliought  to  belong  to  a  party  has  cor- 
rupted the  hearts  of  thousands,  and  has 
made  millions  instrumental  in  their  country's 
disgrace.  From  this  supremely  contemp- 
tible passion.  I  hope,  G^atlcmen,  that  you 
:Will  prove  yourselves  to  be  free,  and  in  that 
hope  I  remain 

Your  friend, 

Wm.  Cobpett. 
Motley,    1']lli  Oct.  ISOS. 

*^*  -Major.  Hoghan's  interesting  pam" . 
phlet  is,  I  sc^c,  working  its  way.  It  must 
work,  and  must  lead  to  good,  —  There 
are  two  other  pamphlets,  which  I  heg  my 
readers  to  peruse  :  "  A  Letter  to  the 
"■  King,  stating  the  incomes  and  ser- 

"    VICES  OF  THE  Ro^AL  DuKES.    &C.    &C." 

And  "  A  Letter  to  the  Duk.e  of  York, 
*'  respecting  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple." 
Oh!  that  all  England  could  read  this  last- 
mentioned  pamphlet  !  The  author,  Mr, 
Thomas  Hague,  mantuily  puts  his  name 
to  it.  I  did  not  think  that  so  much  bold- 
ness was  to  be  found  in  the  kingdom. 

COBBETT'S 
Parliarar'Dtary  Debutes. 

The  Eleventh  Volume  of  the  above 
Work,  comprising  the  Period. from  the 
3  1th  of  April  to  the  close  of  the  Session  on 
the  -ith  of  Jaly,  1S08,  will  be  ready  for  de- 
livery on  Saturday  next. 
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Cartwright,  on  the  Affairs 
OF  Spain. 
Sir, — Praying  a  truce  to  personal  com- 
phment,  let  us  as  honest  men  continue  our 
(efforts  in  the  cause  of  human  freedom, 
persuaded  that  sucn  efforts  will  in  some  way 
and  at  some  time  prove  serviceable  to  man- 
kind, although  they  should  not  irainediately 
succeed  ]t  has  been  well  said,  that  he 
who  causes  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow 
where  only  one  grew  before,  is  a  benefactor 
to  the  public  ;  and  the.  same  mc\y  doubtless 
be  s^!d  of  hinj  who  either  produces  or 
disseminates  political  truth.  Although  our 
observations  shall  at  this  tin:ie  refer  to  the 
case  of  Sp.iin,  yet,  as  before  observed, 
they  may  not  be  unserviceable  to  our  own 
country,  since  the  cause  of  liberty  is  now 
common  to  both  ;  and  the  very  same  re- 
torms,  which  are  necessary  to  the  salvation 
pt  the  one,  are  no  less  necessary,  although 


I 


the  necessity  may  not  to  ths /.^ylgar  eye  bo 
quite  so  obvious,  to  the  other. 

That  the  present  contest    in  Spain  is  not, 
as  soma  had  imagined,  a  mere  war  of  priests 
and  (Sjurt  nobles,  who  desire  oniy  to  expel 
the   French,    as  their   rivals   in  despotism, 
that  their  own  power  and  that  of  the  crown 
may  be  restored  in  th';ir  full  extent,  as  ex- 
ercised prior  to  the  late  events,  without  any 
thought  of  recovering  the  national  liberties, 
we  have  now.  In  the  oath  of  the  deputies, 
on  opening  the  supreme  national  junta,  no 
slight   evidence       That  oath,     if    we    may 
take  it  to  mean  what  it  says, — and  I  cannot 
have  the-slightest  suspicion  of  thecontrary — 
indeed,    contains    in   it  everv    thing  which 
patriotism     can     wish.         Knowing     how 
passionately  the  people  are  devoted  to  the 
religion  of  their  ancestors,    as  well  as  ths 
opinion    which,     in    that   particular,    they 
eniOi  tain  of  the  French,  the  preservation  of 
their  religion  is  very  properly  made  tlic  first 
object  of  the  oath.      Conscious  likewise  of 
the  strong  attachment  of  the  people  to  theif 
native'prmces,  of  their  universal  detestatioa 
of    the  attempt  to  force  on  tlicm  a  new 
dyna.sty,  and  the  excess  of  indignation    felt 
by  all  Spain  at  the   perfidy  of  Buonaparte, 
and  at  his  wickedness  in  making  war  ripoa 
them  in  a  cause   the  most    infamous,  they 
would  have   been  bad   politicians  had   they 
not,    independent  of    any    sense  of   duty, 
concurred    in  the  choice  which   the  natioa 
with  one  voice  ha'^  made  of  Ferdinand  VIL 
and  in  their  predilection  for  a  "  succession 
in   the  rei.Tning    faujily  ;"    that,    whatever 
might    befal    Ferdinand   amd   the  rest  who 
are  in  the  power  of  the  tyrant,  there  might 
be  no   waiit  of  an  olyect  around  which  the 
nation  might  rally. 

Having  very  wisely  laid  these  founda- 
tions of  union  and  enthusiasm  in  defence 
of  their  country,  tbey  then  shew  their  ad- 
herence to  the  family  of  their  choice  is  to 
be  no  bar  to  whatever  reformations  of 
their  government,  and  whatever  fuiure  li- 
mitdt.ons  of  the  regfal  power,  experience 
may  have  shewn  them  to  be  necessary  ;  for 
they  bind  themselves  under  the  most  so- 
lemn of  all  sanctions  to  the  duties  of  pa- 
triotism. They  swear  that  they  "  v.  ill  pro- 
mote the  preservation  of  the  rights  and 
privileges,  tlie  laws  and  usages  "  of  their 
country  5  *' and  finally,  that  they  will  pro- 
mote every  thing  conducive  to'  the  general 
welfare  and  happiness  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  arnelioration  of  its  custoui-."  After 
thus  swearing,  they  farther  pronounce  oa 
themselves  a  solemn  imprecation,  in  casQ 
they  shall  not  act  up  to  what  they  have 
sworn  5  for,  as  a  respoi;ie  to  tha  ofiiciaiin^ 
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of  their  designs  from  the  men  of  detail  on 
their  s\Aff,  as  well  as  even  froai  coni- 
missirifs,  and  such  like. 

When,  indeed,  we  reflect  on  the  dis- 
advantngc-)  under  which,  ever  since  the  reign 
of  Philip  the  2d,  ilie  science  Oi  government 
must  i'.avc  been  studied  in  S;>.iin,  and  the  pe- 
cuUar  advantages  whic!i  since  the  same  era 
our  own  more  fortunate  country  has  com- 
paratively enjoyeil,  it  may  reasonably  be 
imagined,  that  the  most  enlit^htened  patriots 
of  Spain  have  already  studied  politics  in  the 
pjigiish  school,  and  will  cast  a  not  unwdling 
eye  on  what  may  now  issue  from  the  Eng- 
lish press,  that  sliall  be  applicable  to  the 
woik  they  have  in  hand  Should  they  not 
lind  themselves  instructed,  a  sympathy  of 
sentiment,  and  a  desire  to  serve  them  must, 
at  least,  be  causes  of  complacency,  and 
cements  of  tlie  alliance  now  subsisting  be- 
tween the  two  nalions. 

Having,  Sir,  in  my  late  letters,  touched  on 
the  fundamentals  of  a  free  and  sound  gove^'n- 
ment,   namely,    the  militia  and  a  legislative 
repreiientalion,  it  is  time   we  adveri   to  the 
executive.     In   treating  on  this  branch  of  a 
government,  we  shall  hiive  cons  derable  pre- 
judice to  encounlcr.     From  causes  too  ob- 
vious to  need  specifying,  we  know  that  on 
this  topic  more  th.ui  p.ny  other,  roi   even 
excepting   religion,  pains   have  been  taken 
to  e-tablish  erroneous  and  i  ven  absrrd  creeds, 
and  to  fortify  tho.se  creeds  by  n  ys.ery,  bi- 
gotry, corruption,  and  terror.     Hence  the 
a!mo.-.t  universal  des[)otis!ii  of  governments, 
and   the    infinity    of    human  -calamiiios   of 
which  that  curse  to  our  species  is  the  imme- 
diatecau-e!  But  he  who,  in  the  extraordinary 
convolsi'PScjf  our  day,  ct)nvulsions  by  which 
both    hemispheres  have    been    shaken,  and 
by  which  Europe  from  one  extremity  to  the 
,  other  is  at  this  moment  violently  agitated, — 
j  he,  I  siy,  who  in  these  convulsions  does  not 
;  [lerceive  political  iigl\t  breaking  in  upon  the 
human   mind,  fov  cDnet-tmg  past   error  on 
the  subject  o\   executive  g()\ernuient.  must 
have  little  profited  from  experience  or  re- 
flection. 

That  something  radcally  unnatural,  and 
in  the  highest,  degree  adverse  to  the  whole- 
some rcgimrn  which  is  necessary  to  the 
poliiical  health  and  happiness  of  nations,  is 
to  he  found  in  \h(  \v  cxcrulire gnvertments,  is 
a  br(  ad  fac  'u  wliich  .dl  hlstury  bears  testi- 
mony. But  it  is  a  fact  of  a  moie  peoiliar  na- 
ture, that,  on  taking  a  survey  of  the  reigning 
families  inEurope  within  ihe  last  halfcentury, 
it  nJfords  a  sci  t  of  presumjuion,  especially 
when  coupled  with  the  above-mentioned 
convulsions,  that  Providence  has  for  some 
time  past  been  preparing  the  human  mind 


prelate,  who  says  :  "  If  you  do  so,  God  be 
youi    helper  ;  and  if    not,  may  he   ponish 
you,  as  one  who  ha.s  taken    his   holy  name 
in  vain,"  ihev,  on  their  pait,  say  "  Amen." 
In  this  mo.st   rational  oath  of  allegiance, 
W'e  are  reminded  of  ti^e  ancient  oath   of  the 
Arragonese,  who   in  return    for  protection 
pro.nised  a'h-^iance,   "  but    if    not,    not." 
The   present   oath,     however,    is   a  happy 
improvement  on  that  tnodel  ;  for  the  junta 
new  expressly  swear  allegiance  to  the  liber- 
ties of    their  country,    as  well  as  to  their 
prince.     Whde  they  promise  to  "  defend  j 
their  king,  his  rights  and  sovereignty,"  they   I 
also  une<juivocally    swear    to    perform   the  | 
duties  of  patriot  reformers.     Can  the  friends 
of    huinan    liberty    and     good  government   j 
wish  for  more  ?    And  this  oath,  so  ditr'erent 
from    the    fabrications  of  statesmen  under 
court  influence,  must,  as  I  conceive,  have 
been  privately  drawn  up  and  agreed  on   by 
the  members  of  the  junta  themselves  ;   for 
it  is  not  to  be  believed  that  any  oath,    of 
which     they    were     previously'     ignorant, 
could  have  been  proposed  to  them  ;   nor  was 
there    in   existence   any    power   capable  of 
dictating  what   they  were  not  disposed    to 
adopt.     In    this    view   of    the   matter,   the 
excellence  and  value  of  this  oath  rise  in  onr 
estimation  ;    it   is    not  an  ordinary  official 
oath,  taken  as  a  thing  of  course  ;   it    is    nut 
the  invention  of  A,  to  be  sworn  to   by    B; 
but   is  an    oath   first  drawn  up,    and    then 
voluntarily  taken  by   the  same  men  ;   who, 
bad  they  not  been    determined   to    have  ac- 
quitted themselves  as  real  reformers,  would 
have  put  together  a  very   ditfer-r'nt  form    of 
words.     I  shall  conclude  these  observations 
on  the  oath  of  the  Spanish  junta,  with   an 
ardent  wish  that  the  English  privy   co\incil, 
and  me  nbers  of  both  houses  of  parliament, 
would,  by  a  like  solemnity,  bind  themstlves 
to  the  duties  of  state  reformation. 

This  Spanish  oath  is  in  its  own  nature 
an  iiu'itation  to  discussions  and  commnnica- 
lions  on  the  science  of  government,  for 
men  wh.  ;.w<:ar  "  they  will  promote  every 
thing  conducive  to  the  general  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  amelio- 
ration of  its  customs,"  do  in  fact,  by  the 
publicaiion  of  their  oath,  seek  the  aid  of 
such  as  are  like-minded  Such  statesmen 
are  the  last  to  arrogate  to  themselves 
omniscif nee,  and  ever  the  most  ready  to 
receive  itjformation.  J  hey  are  aware  that 
he  must  have  little  knowleo^i^c  of  statesmen, 
who  does  .not  discover  that  the  most  ac- 
complished timoiig  them  frequently  needs 
the  aid  of  men  of  very  inferior  capacitie.s 
and  attainnii'n'.  ;  as  the  greatest  v.arriors 
derive  services  eisenliai  to   the   prosecution 
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for  a  salutary  change  of  opuiKin  on  ihe  sub- 
ject of  extx-ulive  govcinmeiil;.  N;'r  have 
they  been  less  instrut-led  as  to  the  necessity 
of  snch  an  improveinent,  from  the  actual 
disposrtl  of  thrones  which  those  ronvulsionu 
have  already  produced,  and  ihe  means  em- 
ployed. V/e  may  therefore  hnpe  the  lime  is 
dr^-ivving  nigh,  when,  notwithstaixling  the 
efforts  of  even  a  Napoleon  tj  keep  alive  an 
impious  iinposlure,  we  shall  hejr  no  more 
of  any  thing  mysterious  about  the  office,  or 
sacred*  about  the  person,  of  any  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  whatever  denomination  ;  buc  liiat 
their  commissions  and  theirduties  will  every- 
where become  subjects  of  sober  reasoning, 
and  honest  regulation,  in  like  manner  as 
those  uf  all  inierior  officers,  and  thereby 
rendered  subservient  to  the  welfare  of  nations. 
It  may  contribute  to  this  end  if  we  establish 
correcr  ideas  on  the  nature  of  sovereignty, 
the  different  species  of  which,  although 
pe.  petiriliy  presenting  themselves  to  our 
min.l^,  we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  distin- 
giuslnng. 

The  word  sovereiguty  has  three  separate 
significations  ;  and  although,  for  reasons 
sufficiendy  obvious,  sovereignty  is  for  the 
most  part  ascribed  solely  to  the  executive 
magistrate,  yet,  by  a  little  attention  to  the 
nature  of  thiHgs,  it  will  soon  appear,  that 
the  sovereignty  of  the  chief  magistrate,  is 
the  most  inferior  of  the  three  species  we 
designate  by  that  term.  It  is  observed  by 
Locke  that  "  there  can  be  but  one  supreme 
power,  to  which  al!  the  rc-t  are,  and  must 
be  subservient ;  yet  the  legislative  being  only 
a  fiduciary  power,  to  act  tor  certain  ends, 
these  remains  stiil  in  the  people  a  supreme 
power  to  remove  or  alter  ti.e  legislative, 
whcii  they  find  the  legislative  act  contrary  to 
the  trust  reposed  in  them  "f  Here,  then, 
we  see  two  of  the  three  species  of  sovereign- 
ty j  one  active,  the  other,  except  in  elec- 
tions and  on  extraordinai'y  occasions,  qui- 
escent ;  the  one  derivative,  the  other  original  5 
the  one  limited,  iheNother  by  nature  bound- 
less ;  a  fiduciary  or  vicarious  sovereignty 
being  conferred  upon,  and  entrusted  to,  iiia! 
legislative  which  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
nation  have  cieated  for  its  own  service  and 
benefit;  while  the  only  underived,  absolute, 
or  profjer  sovereignty  is  that  which  is,  and 
must  be,  inherent  in  the  people. 


*  This  word  is  objected  to  only  when 
superstitiously  or  absurdly  or  servilely  ap- 
plied. From  wrong  or  violence  of  e\i^vy 
kind,  every  man's  person  Is  as  sacred  as  that 
of  any  other.  Inviolability  of  person,  is  a 
iTiere  political  invention,  unconnected  with 
any  superstit:ious  fancy, 

t  On  Goverjaient^  B.  2.  C.  13.        ; 
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I  sav  proper  sf»vereigntv,  because  it  is  in 
fart  the  only  one  wiiich  in  >itrict  prr^priety  is 
entitled  to  that  appellation  ;  for  in  the  nature 
of  thin-'s  there  cannot  be  two  supremesj 
the  cause  and  tlie  eifuct,  the  parent  and  the 
offspring,  the  fountain  and  the  stream,  can- 
not i)'j  oiiti  and  th'-  vanje,  nor  can  we  but 
understand  which  of  these  respectively  is 
first.  It  is  only  through  the  poverty  of 
human  language  that  in  our  speech  the  three 
species  of  sovereignly  have  been  confounded  ; 
as  in  practice  it  has  also,  to  the  misfortune 
of  mankind,  been  generally  found,  that 
even  the  third,  last,  and  inferior  of  the 
three,  '-as  monopolized  all  power.  In  this, 
I  say,  there  is  something  radic.iily  unnatural  i 
a'nd  when  the  orderof  political  nature  is 
subverted,  we  must  not  be  surprised  at  the 
despotism  and  calamity  with  which  human 
societv  is  but  too  generally  deluged.  Had 
the  science  of  government  been  as  open  to 
discussion  as  physic,  astronomy,  or  che- 
mistry, and  had  such  rewards  and  honours 
awaited  those  who  had  therein  enlarged  the 
sphere  of  human  knowledge  by  their 
discoveries,  as  the  suff'rages  of  mankind 
have  conferred  on  a  Harvey,  a  New- 
ton, and  a  Dav.-.  the  condition  of  nations 
wonld  ere  now  have  been  infinitely  more 
happv  thp.n  it  is  ;  and  the  acti«'ity  and 
energies  of  mankind  would  have  had  a 
belter  direction  tlian  in  mutual  skmghter, 
for  seating  on  thrones  the  pests  of  the  hu- 
man race.  In  the  science  of  government 
ti)e  generaliiy  of  nations  are  in  the  darkest 
ignorance,  and  even  the  generality  of  states- 
men in  mere  infancy.  Indeed,  considering 
the  c  )raparalively  small  progress  made  in 
this  science,  which,  by  the  way,  is  to  mar- 
kind  more  important  than  any  other  (tor  r>  - 
ligion,  as  a  revelation  fiom  the  Deity,  I  do 
not  call  a  science)  it  would  be  pve'-umptuous 
in  any  man  to  pretend  to  be  a  co  npleie 
master;  bat  still  there  are  probably  some 
few  in  ditrerent  nations  who  have  studied  it 
abstractedlv,  and  who  might  be  able,  if  op- 
puriuniiies  invited,  to  intrjduce  val'.iabie  im- 
provennrnts. 

It  is  not  mv  intention  to  undervalue,  bul; 
to  make  a  right  estimate  of.  the  political 
knowledge  of  statesmen  ;  and  when  we 
consider  the  general  motives  of  action,  and 
how  little  hope  a  real  politi&il  reformer  caa 
entertain  of  ever  being  admitted  into  a  poli- 
tic.d  party,  much  less  of  arrivitig  at  state 
advancement,  it  will  not  perhaps  be  nn- 
cl-aritabie  to  remark  of  statesmen,  as  Mr. 
Tooke,  upon  his  trial  in  ITO-t,  observed  of 
the  lawyers.  As  these,  according  to  that 
gentleman,  studied  only  tiiose  parts  <-t  the 
law,  by  which  they  were  to  shint-  in  ^Ve^t- 
minstun-  Hall  and  get  their  wealth  ;  so  the 
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others  mny,  too  generally,    be  thought  to 
study   only  those  pans  of  goveriimeut  and 
btate  policy,  by  which  they  ar*  to  make  a 
figure  in  courts,  camps,  or  senates,  and  work 
their  way  to  liigh  offices  in  the  state.     Un- 
der a  government  in  a   state  oi'  such  purity 
and  vigour,  as  to  n">ake   patriotism  of  in-  j 
trinsic  value  lo  the  individual,  by  raising  him   1 
to  distinction.,  the   science  of  governmf:'nt  i 
will  be  properly  studied,  for  preserving  the  | 
laws   and  liberties   of  the   people,  and  ad-   ( 
vancing   the   irue   glory   of  ibe    state;   but 
when  corruption  has  found  its  way  into  the 
legislature,  and  faction   and  favouritism  are 
the  high    roads  to  power  cr  to  honour,  to 
seats  in  tt  cabinet  or  the  command  of  armies, 
all   knowledge  of    the  true  principles  and 
ends  of^governmcnt  will  go  to  decay,  and 
statesmen  become  subtle  and  expert  only  in 
those  parts  of  knowledge  by  which  th.eycan 
come  in  for  a  share  of  the  power  and  spoil 
of   their  country  ;  and   a  resistance   of  all 
reformation  will  become  a  conspicuous  part 
of  their  policy. 

But  let  U3  return  to  the  atf.iirs  of  Spain. 
-Considering  the  condition  of  her  government 
for  nearly  three  centuries  past,  it  would  be 
miraculous,  indeed,  were  her  suprerne  junta 
composed  of  none  but  men,  \vho  by  their 
previous  studies,  had  completely  qualified 
themselve.s  for  state  reformer.s  :  but  we  may 
hope,  t:i;!t.  n  the  pre.'jt-nt  exigency,  men  in 
general  of  talents  and  integrity  have  been 
chosen  ;  and  we  have  grounds  for  believing 
that  some  among  them  are  higb.ly  enlighten- 
ciandof  the  most  patriotic  sentui;ents.  It 
is  to  the  inlluence  of  the.se  eminent  iiffiivi- 
<lu3ls,  Spain  must  chiefiy  look  for  salvation. 
The  Junta  are  to  S[)ain,  what  the  original 
Congress  was  to  America,  and  the  first  Na- 
tional Assembly  to  I'Vance.  To  both,  they 
may  look  back  with  advantage,  and  in  the 
present  temper  of  the  Spanish  mind  w-e 
■may  safely  conclude,  they  will  have  no  great 
predeliction  for  improperly  following  Ficncii 
exani[)lcs.  I't;rhaps  they  may  see  a  closer 
parallel  to  llieir  own  cate,  in  the  Coiuen- 
tion  i'arliaineni  of  -England,  which  had  at 
or.cc"  to  sup;;!y  a  vacancy  in  the  throne,  oc- 
casioned by  the  abdication  of  James,  and  to 
lestore  the  government  by  a  substantial  r"- 
f^rmatifu,  Irom  desp  ;tism  to  consiilutional 
freedom.  But  it  thai  way  they  should  ciist 
their  eyes,  I  trust  they  will  not  «nly  review 
that  boasted  era  in  our  anmls,  bn.t  likcwiie 
our  substfcjuent  history,  and  therein  see  what 
they  ha\c  to  avoid. 

Ahhough  the  junta  has  not  in  it  the  pro- 
jjer  character,  either  of  a  legi.'^lalure,  or  an 
«.jiecinive  power,  yet,  from  tiie  necessities  of 
tae  case,  ana  on  the  authority  of  the  general 
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voice  in  its  favour,  it  must,  pro  tempore, 
assume  thf.  functions  of  both  ;  and  there 
should,  seem  to  be  nothing  in  the  way  of  itj 
proposing  to  the  Spanish  nation  a  constitu- 
tirtn  of  g'-e.it  perfection.  In  proportion  as, 
in  that  particular,  it  should  aim  at  simplicity, 
it  would  probably  succeed.  Perhaps  Ir 
would  be  advisabl'.;  to  coutine  its  interfe- 
rence to  that  end,  to  three  objects,  namely, 
the  militia,  thu  legislature,  and  the  execu- 
tive j>o,ver  ;  leaving  all  else  to  be  the  work 
of  subsequent  legislation.  As  tbe  imme- 
diate end  of  a  constiluiion  is  to  pr,rserve  tbe 
liberties  of  a  nation,  should  those  threa 
powers  be  clearly  defined  in  writing,  a>iopt- 
ed,  and  introduced  in  practice  accontnig  tQ 
the  written  model,  all  that  would  be  actual- 
ly necessary  as  tke  fundamentals  of  a  cou' 
itiluiion  should  seem  lo  be  provided.  .  It 
might  still  behiglily  ey.pe<iient,  as  soon  as  the 
legislature  should  commence  its  functions, 
that  a  dcclaralion  of  ri^/tls,  after  the  man- 
ner of  our  Magna  Charta  and  Bill  of  Rights, 
should,  as  the  very  first  of  its  acts,  and  with 
peculiar  solemnity,  be  passed  as  a  j'undamen-' 
ial  law.  Every  means  ought  then  to  be 
adopted,  by  periodical  readipg3  in  all  courts 
of  justice,  places  of  worship,  and  seminaries 
of  education  ;  by  the  annual  oaths  of  all 
legislators  and  magistrates-;  and  other  so- 
lemnities; that  such  fundaiiiental  iuiv  sho\i\d 
be  imptessed  upon  the  mind  of  the  whole 
nation,  that  they  might  understand  their  po- 
litical rights  :  nor  ought  such  a  fuiidamentaL 
law  to  be  ci'pable  of  the  smallest  alteration, 
by  a  decision  of  any  less  number  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  legislature. 

Possibly,  Sir,  many  of  your  Engli-h  read- 
ers may  not  at  once  perceive  the  sufiicienoy 
of  such  a  constitution,  as  above-meniinied, 
for  the  security  of  a  nation's  liberties.  Before 
they  can  accede  to  such  an  opinion,  it  will 
perhaps  ha  necessary  tliL^y  should  acquire 
correct  ideas  of  what  the  militia,  and  thq. 
legislature  of  their  own  country,  accoidinjj 
to  its  genuine  constitution,  ought  tobe;  as 
well  as  more  constitutional  notions  of  the 
proper  otlice  and  powers  of  an  English  king, 
than  ai:e  to  be  dcii\ed  from  the  slavi.sh  doc- 
trines introduced  with  the  Bastard  of  i>vor- 
mandy,  who,  with  no  better  title  to  the 
thrcne  of  England  than  Joseph  Napoleon 
has  to  that  or  Spain,  unhappily  sutceede4 
in  establishing  his  d)  nasty,  as  well  as  in  ad- 
ministeriiig  poisons  to  both  our  constitution 
and  our  law,  from  the  eflecis  of  which  they 
have  not  to  this  iSwy  wholly  recovered. 
In  addition  to  what  1  have  already  said  in  my 
letters  vv'hich  api)eare'd  in  your  llegister  of 
the  l/th  of  Sept.  and  1st  of  this  month,  on 
the  subjf-ct  of  a  militiaj  and  have  laid  down 
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in  the  jEs^is,  le'.  it  be  observed  that  were  it 
possible  in  Spain  ro  arm  even  a  grealer  pro- 
portion of  men  t!=m  would  be  armed  in  Eng- 
land on  restoring;  the  proper  English  militia, 
or  posse  comitatus,  it  ought  to  be  done. 
Some,  and  especially  those  who  desire  to  see 
the  arms  of  a  state  monopolized  by  a  govern- 
ment, affect  to  see  danger  to  the  public 
peace  in  a  nation's  being  armed  in  tranquil 
times.  Now  these  sagacious  persons  should 
be  called  upon  to  say,  what  ought  to  be  done 
for  securing  the  pubic  peace,  provided  no 
weapons  of  any  kind  had  ever  been  inve-itcd. 
Jf,  in  consequence  of  weapons  being  known 
to  mankind,  a  monopoly  cf  them  in  the 
hands  of  a  government  oiv^nt  to  be  establish- 
ed, and  it  were  fit  that  4(>  men  of  every  50, 
or  99  of  every  100  should  be  disarmed  ;  then 
it  must  follow,  that  if  no  kind  of  weapon 
had  ever  been  invented,  a  like  proportion, 
that  is,  49  in  every  60,  or  99  in  every  iOO, 
ought,  in  some  way  or  other,  to  be  crippled, 
or,  at  least,  denied  the  use  of  a  limb,  by 
amputating  a  leg  or  an  arm,  to  render  tiiem 
harmless.  If  Spain  is  to  be  with  a  high 
hand  defended,  and  Europe  delivered,  such 
absurdities  ought  to  be  treated  with  scorn, 
and  liberty  and  arms  every  where  preached. 
Kightly  understood,  they  are  the  political 
Christianity  by  which  alone  nations  can  be 
politicallv  saved. 

We  have  only  to  go  back  to  the  times 
when  the  Saxoiis,  Goths,  and  Vandals,  es- 
tabii.shed  themselves  in  England  and  in 
Spain,  to  understand  the  sin^licitj^  of  theif 
system,  and  the  [)erfect  freedom  of  their 
government.  "  They  followed  the  chief- 
tain who  led  them  forth  in  quest  of  new 
settlements,  not  by  constraint,  but  frr.-n 
choic'" ;  not  as  soldiers  whom  he  could  order 
ito  march,  but  as  volunteers  who  ofiered  to 
accompany  him.  They  considered  their 
<2onquests  as  a  common  property,  in  which 
all  bad  a  title  to  share,  as  all  had  contributed 
to  acquire  them."  *  A  whole  nation,  in  its 
emigration,  v/ as  an  army  ;  in  its  settlement, 
amUilia.  It  originally  elected  all  its  magis- 
trates, not  e}vcepting  the  king,  I  cite  not 
these  things  to  prove  a  right  to  liberty,  for 
that  rii^ht  is  inherent  in  man  j  but  to  siiew 
the  simple  means  of  its  preservation.  In  a 
nation  which  is  at  the  same  time  a  rightly  or- 
ganized militia,  there  can  be  no  tyranny. 
It  is  only  as  a  people  depart  from  the  slninli- 
city  of  nature,  as  they  relax  in  attention 
to  essentials,  a's  they  allow  the  eloquence 
of  the  ambitious  to  lay  asleep  their  own  com- 
mon sense,  and  as  false  brethren,  availing 
themjjelves-  of  circumstances,  first  steal  into 
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permanent,  then  hereditary  power,  that   ty» 
ranny  by  degrees  gets  established. 

The  warlike  ancestors  of  the  modern  Ea- 
ropeaus,  not  scientifically  understanding  th» 
value  of  their  own  customs  and  institutions, 
were  gri-.dually  robbed  of  them,  one  by  one, 
by  men  who,  instead  of  the  thrones  they 
ascended,  ought,  for  the  most  part,  to  have 
been  elevated  on  gibbets.  The  martial  ge- 
nius of  the  governments  spoken  of,  very  ear- 
ly degenerated  in  all  parts  of  the  continent 
into  a  feudal  system  ;  while  for  a  few  ages 
this  curs?  was  warded  off  from  England  by 
the  unrivalled  institutions  of  Alfred.  His 
intuitive  genius  fully  comprehending  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  simple  constitution  of  the 
Saxons,  and  his  exalted  virtue  disposing  him 
to  perpetuate  it,  h§  was  to  the  end  of  his 
life  indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  thereto. 
His  organization,  fcr  police  and  defence,  of 
all  men  from  15  to  ()0  years  of  age,  as  a 
militia  (afterwards  called  posse  comitatus), 
as  well  as  his  exertions  for  perfecting  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  and  preserving  ia 
full  purity  tha  trial  by  jury,  would  alone 
have  immortalized  his  memory ;  which, 
however,  is  endeared  to  us  by  every  other 
excellence  that  could  enter  into  the  compo- 
sition of  a  man  or  a  king.  As  the  almost 
miraculous  change,  from  ruin,  anarchy  and 
horrors,  of  every  kind,  to  prosperity,  ordijr 
and  happiness,  which  he  effected,  has  placed 
him  above  all  other  legislators  ;  and  as  the 
liberties  he  aimed  to  preserve  were  common 
to  the  Goths  and  Vandals  who  settled  in 
Spain,  ?,3  well  as  to  our  Saxon  ancestors,  the 
Spani^ih  junta  cannot  do  better  than  to  follow 
such  an  example,  while  endeavouring  to  re- 
store the  prosperity  of  iheir  country. 

With  respect  to  her  future  legislature,  in 
which  SpainT, ,  independent  of  the  inherent 
right  to  freedom  which  is  common  to  all 
mer.,  inherits  constitutional  principles  simi- 
lar to  our  own,  the  same  simplicity,  if  she 
would  preserve  lier  future  government  from 
corruption,  and  perpetuate  as  well  her  li- 
berties as  her  martial  renown,  as  respects  a 
proper  militia,  ought  to  be  strictly  observed, 
in  the  constitution  of  her  legislature.  Jus- 
tice requires  that  representation  shall  have 
all  practical  equality.  The  independence  of" 
representatives  depends  upon  the  freedom 
and  purity  of  elections.  To  these  ends,  each 
elective  liody  ought  to  be  numerous,  and  the 
delegated  power  of  short  duration.  To  these 
securities,  in  my  own  judgment,  it  would  ba 
advantageous  to  add  the  ballot.  I  am  aw3i»e 
of  the  common  objections,  which  I  allow  t© 
be  weighty  ;  but  I  think  they  are  outweigh- 
ed by  ihe  arguments  on  the  other  side. 
Having  proved  that^  in  strictness  of  speech. 
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the  or.!)  pioper  suvercigntv   o.'  n  sttite  is  in 
the   peopie,  altiiough,    txcopt   in   elections 
and  on    extraordinary  occasions,  it   is  qiiics- 
ceiu,    we  are   heie  in.Mre  p.iiticularly   caiicd 
upon  to  support  this   doctrine,  as  well  ;vs  to 
shew  a  most    imporraiit  principle  tlK'nce  re- 
sulting.    Feelii;g,  as    1  have  eLewhtre  re- 
marked, tl-.it  apt'oplej'iee  and  not  soi'ereign 
is  a  contnid'Ct'on  in  terms,  let  it  be  asked, 
how   it   has   happened  thrit  any  tree  nation 
conld  ever  lose  sij^ht  of  a  principle  so  clear, 
as  that  ofits  own  sovereignty  } — In  the  pure 
democracies,  as  Athens  tor  instance,   where 
the  people    in  tlieir   own  persons  made  the 
laws,  the   principle    never  could    tor  a  n)o- 
ment    be   doubted.     Are  the  P^iiglish,  then, 
(supposing    tliem    in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  constitution)  less  fret?  th.in  the  Atheni- 
ans, merely  because,  by  reason  of  the  extent 
of  their   country,    they  make  laws,  not  in 
person,  bui    by  deputation  .■'     I'his,    liowe- 
ver,     h:is    been    the   principal  circumstance 
•which  has  brought  the  people's  sovcrci<;nty 
into  doubt. That  doubt  was  of  course  streiigt'i- 
e:)ed  by  the  poucrs  ot  the  first   magistrate 
for  carrying  all  law  into  execution  being  visi- 
ble to  the  vul;:cir  eye,  and,  in  our  own  country, 
tlie  false  notion  of  a  proper  sovereignty  re- 
siding in  the  person  of  the  chief  magistrate, 
was  but  too  prevalent,  in  consequence  of  the 
successful  usurpi'.tions  and  the  tyrannical  pre' 
tensionsof  our  Norman  kings,  and  the  servile 
gabble  of  lawyers  who  afft-cled  to  derive  not 
only  all  property,  but  human  rights  of  every 
kind  from  tjje  throne  as  the  sole  fountain  ;  a 
conceit  as  absurd  as   it   is  detes^tahle,    I  am 
aware,     Sir,    of   the    cavils    which    special 
pleading  adversaries   of   our   liberties    may 
start  against  lli^i  doctrine  of  a  proper  sove- 
reignty  being  inherent  in    the   people,  be- 
cause of  tiie  share  in  making  of  our  laws, 
which  is  enjoyed  by  the  peers  and  th«i  king  ; 
and  shall   not  stop  to  K.iy  more  than  a  .*^ew 
words  in  answer  to  this  supposed  objection. 
The  peers,  I  presun^e,  are  a  part  of  the  na- 
tion, subject  to  the  same  general  laws,  and 
partaking  of  the   same  commcm    lib.'rties  ; 
the  king  himself  is  likewise  subject  to  the 
law;  and  the  share  he  b(jL!s  in  the  govern- 
mi-nt  is  the  creature  of  the  law.     'H.-e  ex- 
ception, therefore,  if  there  be  one,  is  too 
insigniiicTnt   to   aflect.  the   great   principle 
laid  down.  As  to  precedents  ;  all  precedents 
against  the  principli's  of  justice  anXl  reason, 
or  the  rights  of  nature,  arc  to  be  held  in 
abhorrence  or  coniempt,  as  their  wickedness 
or  their  folly  shall  must  pre(;o:iiinale. 

U,  then,  the  proper  sovereignty  of  every 
free  state  be  necessarily  inherent  in  the  p(.'o- 
pir',  i:  Mill  follow  that  the  Sj)an;sh  junta 
nave   been   perfectly   coirert,  and  have  ina- 


nitested  ih-ir  wisdom  as  well  as  their  virtue, 
in   having  in  et^cci  swum,  as  I  remarked, 
allegiance  to  the   liberties  of  their  country. 
It  will  also  foliuw  that  here  also  ought  pre- 
eminently to  attach   the   pains  and  penalties 
again:^t  HIGH  TREASON.     "  Treason," 
says    Sclden,  "  at   first   concerned    matters 
"  acti-d  against  the  NATION  ;  afterwards 
"  it  reacijed   to  matters  acted  against  the 
"  k'Tig ;  now   it  reacLeth  even  to  thQ  very 
"  thoughts  and  imaginations  of  the  heart." 
Now,  the  people  3  sovereignty  has  two  kinds 
of  ordinary  exercise,  representative  and  per- 
sonal ;  that  is  to  say,  in  legislation  and    all 
other  pailiamentary  proceedings   llic  pt;op[t> 
ccl  by  I  heir  representatives,  as  an  individual 
acts    through   his  attorney  or   his  steward  j 
but  in  the  election  of  those  representatives 
their   sovereignty    is    personally    exercised. 
And  as  a  nation's  sovereignty  and  liberty  are 
inseparable,  even  in  iilea,    it  is  evident  that, 
whether  we  contemplate  an  attempt  to  de- 
stroy'one  or  the   oiher^   we  must  pionoi'.nce 
it,  in  the  words  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, 
in    17(j4,    "  the   greatest    of  all    treasons." 
This  sentiment  was  strongly  felt  by  the  holy- 
junta   of  Spain,    in   their   struggle   against 
Charles   V,  near  three  centuries  ago,  Avhen 
they  made  it  an  article  in  their  celebrated 
Ilemonslrance,  quoted  in  my  last  letter  (Re- 
gister  Oct.    1)   "  that   no   member  of  the 
Cortes  shall  receive  an  olfice  or  pension  from 
the  king,  either  for  himself  or  for  any  ot 
I. is  family,  under  pain  of  death,  and  con- 
fiscation  of  his  goods;"  for  such  conduct 
in  a  representative  of  the  people  they  plainly 
considered    as   rank    treason.     And  this  in 
principle  is  closely  allied  to  the  law  of  Athens 
n.Mitiuned  by  Blackstone  (I.  J/l)  who  says: 
"  In  a  democracy  there  con  be  no  exercise 
of  sovereignty  but  by  sutfrage,  which  is  the 
declaration  of  the  people's  will.     In  all  de- 
mocracies  therefore  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  regulate  by  whom,  and  in  what 
manner,  the  suffrages  are  to  be  given.     And 
the  Athenians  were  so  justly  jealous  of  this 
prerogative,  that  a  stranger,  who  interfered 
in  the  assemblies  of  the  people,  was  pimish- 
ed   by  their  laVvs  with  death  ;  because  such 
a    man    was    esteemed    guilty    of    HIGH 
TREASON,  by  usurping  those  rights  of  so- 
vereignty, to  which  he  had  no  title.  In  Eng- 
land, where  (he  people  do  not  debate  in  a  col- 
lective   body    but    by    representation,      the 
exercise  of  this  sovereignty  consists  in  the 
choice    of   representatives."      The   learned 
comnientatnr  is  not  here  so  correct  as  usual  j 
lor  ///(■  heuhU',  who,  he  grants,  dtd'alc  by  reprc- 
seuioUon,  and  who  of  course  viu/ie  laivs  by 
ri'prtinenli/iion,  which    is  indisputably  an  act 
of    soveieigniy,    are    not    In    this    passage 
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therein  considered  as  exercising  their  sove- 
reisjnty  :  wliich  he  seems  m  confine  to  mere 
election  ;  whereas  the  exercise  cf  that  so- 
vereignty is  of  two  kinds,  as  ah-eady  no- 
ticed. 

One  of  il'.e  main  cnuses,of  confnsion  in 
our  ideas  of  sovereignty  has  arisen  from  on 
English  chief  in3gistr;ue  having  a  sh.?re  in- 
It'gislation  ;  whereas  it  by  no  means  follows, 
tliat  he  who  is  apnoinied  to  execnte  the 
laa's  sl)a!l  h^ve  any  share  in  the  making  of 
them.  According  to  my  recollection,  these 
ftinctions  are  kept  perfectly  separate  in  the 
American-  States,  whether  viewed  separate- 
ly or  in  union. 

This  will  probably  be  a  scrioiis  question 
with  the  Spanish  junta.  Although  they 
have  not,  indeed,  in  thsir  o'lth  used  the 
word  liberty,  yet  the  least  enlightened  of 
that  assembly  must  know,  that  without  li- 
berty the  nati  in  cannot  enjoy  its  "  rights," 
the  preservation  of  which  they  have  sworn 
to  promote ;  neither  without  liberty,  as 
equally  evident,  can  "  the  general  welfare 
and  happiness  of  the  kingdom"  be  piomot- 
ed,  and  it  makes  part  also  of  their  oath  to 
"  promote  every  thing  conducive"  to  those 
ends.  Whatever  modilications  or  limita- 
tions, therefore,  of  the  executive  authority 
they  shall  Ijelieve  to  be  for  the  public  good, 
fhey  are  indeed  bound  by  their  oath  to 
adopt  ;  and  when  we  consider  the  person 
and  the  fam.ily  to  \vhom  they  have  pledged 
themselves  to  adhere,  and  that,  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  d't'spised  Charles,  Ferdinand 
and  the  two  next  in  succession  are  in  a  cap- 
tivity, from  which  they  can  never  hope  to 
see  them  released,  we  must  suppose  (hsir 
choice  to  have  been  influenced,  not  bv  ap,y 
M^ant  they  had  of  their  abilities,  or  their 
virtues  ;  not  by  any  necessity  for  hastily  fil- 
ling a  vacr.nt  throne  ;  but  as  in  fact  a  matter 
of  no  other  importance  tharl  its  merely  fal- 
ling in  with  the  ignorant  pre] adices  of  t!ie 
multitude,  who  are  n^)t  enligiitened  on  (be 
subject  of  civil  liberty  or  in  rlie  science  of 
government. 

They  know  that,  for  the  preservation  of 
liberty,  it  is   necessary  that  even   the  most 
limited   king  shall  be  incapable  of  acting  by   j 
his  own  will,  or  otherwise  than  throu^!)  mi-    ! 
iiisters     v.  ho    are    to    be    responsible     for  | 
each    of  his    political    acts,    except  merely 
the   choice  of  those   agents  ;  for,  as  it  has   ' 
been   said    before,    it   is   not  at  all    neces-   | 
sary  that  he  should  have  any  share  in  le^^isJa-  | 
tion  ;   and  peihaps  the  better  opinion  •-«,"  that  ! 
in  his  person  the  two  powers  of  making  th-j  { 
law  and  execniing  the  lav/  should  never  meet,  i 
Montesquieu  dtclares  that  "  when  fh.e  leQ;is-  I 
"  lative  an  <  executive  powers  are  up.itej  in   j 
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[  "  the  same  person,  or  in  the  same  body  of 
"  magistrates,  there  can  be  no  liberty."  * 
But  he  afterwards  maintains,  cot  alto- 
gether consistently  with  this  aphorism, 
"  that  the  executive  power  ouehl  10  have  a 
"  share  in  the  legislature  by  the  power  of 
"  rejeciing."  But  as  he  wrete  under  anab'^o- 
lute  momrchy  which  he  wished  to  amelio- 
rate, and  probably  thought  a  panegyric  on 
the  government  of  England  was  going  as  far 
as  w'c.-^  prudent  ;  and  as  in  this  exceplion  to 
his  own  genera!  rule  the  people  of  English 
America,  when  they  separated  fiom  tht^  pa- 
rent state,  did  not  thmk  proper  to  lollow 
liim,  it  remains  for  the  Spanish  patriots  to 
decide  for  themselves. 

It  is  also  become  a  maxim,  that  the  per- 
son of  tiie  executive  magihtra^.e  sJiail  be  in- 
violable :  but,  unless  it  be  accornpa- 
nied  with  ad  the  advantages  of  a  true  res- 
ponsibility in  the  ministers  of  such  magis- 
trate, \\\e  people  do  not  receive  their  eqiiiva- 
lent  for  granting  this  extraordinary  privilege, 
the  contract  is  broken,  and  itisthen  a  maxim 
ot  absurdity,  and  full  of  mischief.  Wueti 
ministerial  responsibility  is  not  practically 
experienced  and  certain,  the  invioiability  of 
the  magistrate  becomes  a  snare  to  his  inno- 
cence, tempting  him  to  all  sorts  of  chirane 
and  corruption  for  unduly  infiaencing  the 
legislamre,  and  for  making  the  pretended 
responsibility  of  his  minister  a  subject  of 
his  and  their  derision.  This  once  accom- 
plished, then,  under  forms  ihe  mt)Rt  s-cred 
to  freedom,  a  despotism  the  most  ab-olufe 
may  be  rivetted  on  the  necks  of  a  people. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  the  Spanish  re- 
formers will  exert  their  utmost  vigilance  to 
prevent  so  dreadful  an  evil,  and  prove  to  the 
world  that  they  kno  v  how  to  encounter  cor- 
rupt infiucnreas  well  asarbitrary  prerogative. 
An  inviolable  personage  and  one  who  is  in- 
catiable  of  a  pub-ic'nct  beyond  the  appoint- 
men;  of  his  m-rdsters  who  are  to  be  the  real 
responsible  parties,  is  in  a  mysterious  con- 
dition which  puts  one  in  mind  of  the  Grand 
Lnma  of  Thibet,  and  seem?  indeed  border- 
ing upon  the  state  of  an  imaginary  being. 
If  the  Spaniards  shall  act  upon  these  ideas, 
and  if  their  securities  for  a  practice  corres- 
pondei'.t  to  such  a  rheory  can  be  rendered 
efFectua),  then  indeed,  wbetl^er  a  kmg  of 
Spain  shall  be  on  a  throne  at  Madrid,  or 
captive  in  a  French  castle,  will,  as  toafl'dirs 
in  Spain,  make  no  essential  difference.  A 
council  or  junta  of  men  who  are  tr;  be  re^- 
]->onsib!e  for  their  own  advice  and  (heir  nwiv 
acts  as  executive  ministers,  may  serve  fhe 
tr;rn  ;     especialiy   if  a   regent  bs  placed  at 
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their  head,  for  having  a  lending  direction  in 
affairs  of  state,  and  with  nuthority  of  ap- 
pointment nnd  disnoission,  for  keeping  such 
council  to  their  duty. 

If,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  the  su- 
preme junta  should,  in  ihe  first  instance,  ap 
point  such  a  council,  to  consist  of  as  many 
members  as  there  are  departments  of  state, 
and  elect  a  regent,  to  hold  his  office   until 
he  might  he  confirmed  or  superseded  by  a 
national  legislature  ;  and  should  them«;elves 
exercise  in  the  interim  all  the  functions  of 
such  legislature,  the  happiest  results  might 
be  expected.     But  ought  a  regent  himseif, 
\vho  is  to  represent  an  absent  king,  to  be  in 
his  person,  like  the  king  he  represents,  in- 
violable and  unresponsible  ?  Here  is  another 
dehcate  and  perhaps  dilficult  qucbtion.     For 
overcon)ing  this  and  all  such   difficulties,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  the  junta  will  begin  their  great 
work  at  the  right  end,  and  proceed  accor- 
ding to  the  crder  of  nature,  doing  completely 
what  they  do  at  all.     Let  them   in  the  first 
instance  organize  a  perfect    militia.     Then 
let  them  constitute  a  legislature  on  a  model 
dictated  by  the  principles  of  liberty.     In  or- 
dering the  elections  of  the  people,  they  will 
then  find   the   previous   organization  ot  the 
militia  and  the  enrolments  of  the  people  to 
that  end,  if  well  contrived,  of  incalculable 
use  towards  a  free  choice  of  representatives, 
and  attended  with  such  dispatch  and  perfec- 
tion, that  the  elections  throughout  all  Spain 
may  be  completed  at  any  time  in  six  hours 
or  less.     Let  them  but  carry  inlo  execution 
these  fundamentals,  and  with  the  necessary 
foresight  for  the  permanence  of  their  work  ; 
then  all  difficulties   touching   an   executive 
power  will  vanish,  and  they  may  easily  make 
their  kings  inofiensive  while  they  make  in- 
violable, conditions  which  doubtless  ought  to 
go  hand  in  hand. 

But  it  may  be  worth  their  while  to  consi- 
.  der,  whether  a  regency  may  not  be  now  so 
modelled,  as  to  make  with  advantage  a  per- 
manent part  of  executive  government,  even 
when  they  may  see  a  king  of"  the  reigning 
"  family"  again  seated  on  the  throne;  an 
event  apparently  at  a  co-isiderable  distance. 
The  great,  when  placed  in  dignified  and  lu- 
crative offices  of  any  kind,  are  generally  con- 
tent with  the  trappings  and  the  emoluments, 
while  the  real  duties  are  done  by  their  depu- 
ties. F.ven  kings  arc  very  subject  thus  to 
Administer  a  government  in  the  person  of  a 
favourite;  and  with  this  disadvantage,  that 
the  depuiy  is  not  always  selected  for  his  ho- 
nesty or  fitness  to  govern.  Possibly,  there- 
fore, when  the  fumlammlnls  of  the  state 
should  have  been  taken  care  of  as  suggcsKd, 
it  m'^hi  prove  no  iijrionvcuient  practice,  to 


have  at  all  times  an  able  deputy  to  an  heredi- 
tary chief  magistrate,  chosen  for  a  conveni- 
ent term  of  years  by  the    legislature,  some- 
what in  the  same  rnanntr  as   a  p'esident  is 
elected  by  the  federal  U:gislafure  of  America. 
While  there  should  be  no  king,  or  during  a 
king's  illness,  or  minority,  or   inffrmity   of 
any  kind,  the  regent  could  entirely  supply 
his  place;  or  if  a  kin^  were  present  and  ca- 
pable of  appearing,  to  him  might  be  resigned 
the  throne,  the  canopy,  the  regalia  of  every 
kind,    with   all   the  pride,  pomp,  and   cir- 
cumstance ^jf  royalty,   while  in  the  perform- 
ance of  all  acts  of  state,  he  should  be   at- 
tended by  his  deputy,  who  should  not  only 
be  the    mouth-piece  of  his  royal   principal, 
but   with   responsibility .     "VVhat  the  incon- 
veniences of  such  a  practice  might  be,    I  do 
not  foresee  ;  but  various  advantages  are  ob- 
vious.    The   defective  education  of  heredi- 
tary princes,  their  vices  or  imbecilities  would 
no  longer,  as  it  should  seem,  affect  the  des- 
tiny of  nations,  or  entail  on  them  the  greatest 
calamities.     In  respect  of  talents  and  virtues, 
for   beneficial   government,  the  probability 
would  be  infinitely  greater,  that  they  should 
be  found  in  a  regent  so  to  be  elected,  than  in 
one  born  to  n  throne.  The  arguments  against 
elective    kings   I    know   would   be  applied 
against  such   an  elective  regent ;  but  until 
the  objectors  should   shew  me  in  the  former 
constitution  of  Poland,  or  any  otlier  elective 
monarchy,  the  smne  securities  for  n  peaceful 
election,    where  real  freedom   was  eiijoyed, 
and  where  real  merit  was  sure  of  a  prefer- 
ence, as  I  shall  le  able  to  shew  would  he  the 
case  in   the   election  notv  proposed,   I    shall 
continue  to  think  the  suggestion  deserves  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  Spanish  junta  ; 
who  now  have   to  act   for  a  nation  that  has 
groaned  under  three  centuries  of  hereditary 
despotism.     And  notwithstanding,  Sir,  your 
objections   to  Mr.   Jefferson,  I  must   needs 
think  that  the  usual  declamation  against  elec- 
tive  kingdoms   has  lost   much  ot  its   force, 
since  the  sovereign  of  so  great  a  country  as 
North  America  has  now  so  peaceably,  and, 
upon   the  whole,  so  very  beneficially,    for 
above  thirty  ye;irs,  been  raised  to  supreme 
power  by  the  sutfrages  of  the  people  he  was- 
to  govern  ;  under  a  system  which  seems  to 
exclude  the  possibility  of  placing   the  reins 
of  government  in  the  hands  of  a  man  with- 
out experience,  an  honourable  character,  and 
the  reputation  of  ability. 

I  am  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.\RTWIUGHT. 
Enfield,    Oct.  IS,    180S. 

Exposition  ov  the  practices  akp   ma- 

ClilNATlONS    WHICH    LEO  TO   THIi  USUR- 
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PATIOS  OF  THE  CROWN  OF  SPAIN',  AND 
THE  MEANS  ADOPTED  BY  THE  EMPEROR 
OF  THE  FRENCH  TO  CARRY  IT  INTO  EX- 
ECUTION :  BY  DON  PEDRO  CEVALLOS, 
•yiRST  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  AND  DIS- 
PATCHES     TO    HIS      CATUOI.IC      MAJE3TY, 

FERDINAND  VII  (Coininued  from  p.  6'72.) 
Will  your  majesty  permit  me  to  remind  yon, 
that  no  alarm  need  have  been  given  by  troops 
enterhig  as  friends  and  allies,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, that  it  ought  to  inspire  additional 
contidence  ?  Your  majesty  will  likewise 
permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  orders  given 
by  your  majesty,  were  for  a  journey  with 
the  royal  family  to  Seville,  and  the  troops 
were  to  keep  open  that  road.  There  was 
Do  person  who  was  not  persuaded  that  this 
was  for  the  transport  of  your  majesty  and 
the  royal  family  to  America.  Your  majesty 
also  published  a  decree  to  quiet  the  minds  of 
your  subjects  in  this  particular ;  but  as  all 
preparations  were  made,  and  it  was  mani- 
festl}'  seen,  that  the  coast  of  Andalusia  was 
to  see  the  royal  family  assembled,  despair 
took  possession  of  the  public  mind,  and  the 
movement  of  Aranjaez  was  (he consequence. 
The  part  I  took  in  it  your  majesty  knows, 
which  was  no  other  than  by  your  command, 
to  go  to  protect  from  the  fury  of  the  people 
the  object  of  their  hatred,  because  he  was 
believed  to  be  the  proposer  of  the  journey, 
—Let  your  majesty  ask  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  and  his  imperial  majesty  will  no 
doubt  tell  you  what  he  said  to  me  in  a  letter 
that  he  wrote  to  me  at  Vittoria,  viz,  that  the 
motive  of  his  imperial  and  royal  majesty 
was,  to  induce  your  majesty  to  make  some 
reforms,  and  to  separate  from  your  person 
the  prince  of  Peace,  whose  influence  was 
the  cause  of  every  calamity. — The  universal 
satisfaction  tiiat  his  arrest  produced  through- 
out the  whole  nation,  is  an  evident  proof  of 
the  truth  of  what  the  emperor  declared.  As 
to  the  re?t,  your  majesty  is  the  best  witness 
that  in  the  midst  of  the  commotion  at  Aran- 
juez,  not  a  word  was  whispered  against 
your  majesty,  nor  against  the  person  of  any 
one  of  the  royal  family  ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  applauded  your  majesty  with  the  great- 
est demonstrations  of  joy,  and  professions 
of  fidelity  to  your  august  person.  On  this 
account,  the  abdication  of  the  throne  which 
you  made  in  my  favour,  surprized  every 
body,  and  mvself  among  the  rest  ;  for  no- 
body expected  it,  or  u-ould  have  scl'cited  it. 
Your  majesty  yourself  communicated   your 


spontaneous  will,  and  that  you  had  before- 
determined  upon  it.  Yon  yourself  told  it  to 
your  beloved  brother,  adding,  at  the  sarr-c 
time,  that  the  signature  wl>ich  your  majesty 
had  put  to  the  decree  of  abdication,  was  the 
happiest  transaction  of  your  life  ;  and  final- 
ly, your  majesty  told  me  personally  three 
days  afterwards,  that  I  should  pay  no  attend 
tion  to  any  assertion  of  the  abdication  being 
involuntary,  inasmuch  s^  it  was,  in  every 
rf^spect,  free  and  spontaneous. — My  sup- 
p(jsed  hatred  to  France  in  no  respect  ap- 
peared by  my  conduct  :  the  contrary  will 
appear  by  my  actions,  of  which  I  v/ill  give 
a  rapid  r.a'rrative. — Your  majesty  had  sr;irce- 
ly  abdicated  the  crown  in  my  favour,  1  c-fore 
I  addressed  various  letters  from  Aranju;-z  10 
the  emperor  of  the  French,  which  are  so 
many  proofs  that  my  principles,  with  respect 
to  the  relations  of  friendship  and  strict  al- 
liance ha[)pil3''  subsisting  between  the  two 
states,  were  the  same  that  your  majesty  l<ad 
inspired  me  with,  and  had  yourself  inviola- 
bly observed.  My  journey  to  Madrid  was 
one  of  the  strongest  proofs  that  I  coold  give 
to  his  imperial  and  royal  mnjesty  of  the  un- 
limited confidence  I  placed  in  him,  since 
Prince  Murat  had  entered  Madrid  the  day 
before  with  a  great  part  of  his  army,  and  the 
city  being  garrisoned,  it  was  the  same  as  if 
I  had  delivered  myself  into  his  hand?. 
During  two  days  of  my  residence  in  the 
capital,  I  was  informed  of  the  particular 
correspondence  of  your  maje-sty  with  the 
emperor  of  the  French,  and  I  found  that 
your  majesty  had  recently  solicited  a  princess 
of  his  family  to  connect  me  with  it,  and  to 
insute  more  efiectuaily  in  this  way  the  near 
union  and  alliance  which  was  to  sssbsist  be- 
tween the  two  states.  Accommodating  my- 
self entirely  to  these  principles,  and  to  the 
wish  of  your  majesty,  I  wrote  a  letter  to 
your  majesty,  requesting  the  princess  in 
marriage. — I  sent  a  deputation  to  Bayoane 
to  compliment,  in  my  name,  his  imperial 
and  royal  majesty.  A  short  time  after\v.irds, 
F   induced   my  beloved    brother,  the    Infant 


Don  Carlos,  to  set  off,  that  he  m'ght  p^y 
his  respects  to  the  emperor  on  the  frontiers. 
Not  content  with  this,  I  myself  left  M::drid, 
on  the  faith  of  the  assurances  given  me  by 
the  ambassador  of  his  imperial  majesty,  the 
grand  duke  of  Berg,  and  general  Savary, 
who  had  just  arrived  from  Paris,  and  who 
intreated  an  audience  to  tell  me  on  the  part 
of  the  emperor,  that  his    imperial   majesty 


abdication    to  all  your  ministers,  enjoinincr  j   only  expected  of  me   to  follow   the  system 


them  to  acknowledge  me  as  their  natural 
Urd  and  savereign.  You  communicated  it 
verbally  to  the  diplomatic  body,  professing 
tkat  yoar  dctermiua1,ion  proceeded  from  vour 


with  regard  to  France  which  your  majesty 
p.dopted  ;  in  \vhich  case,  the  emperor  would 
acknowledge  me  as  king  of  Spain  and  all 
the  rest  would  be  forgotten. — Full  of  r^-» 
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liance  on  these  [promises,  and  ptrsiiMiled  that 
J  should  be  met  by  his  imperial  m^.jebty,  I 
arrived  at  thi.s  ciiy  ;  and  on  the  same  day 
tli;it  1  iinivi  d,  verbal  propositioi!-.  were  iruide 
to  some  ot"  my  nttcndaiils,  (ju  te  different 
tVom  those  which  had  been  before  sug- 
gested, which  ueiliier  my  honour,  my  con- 
science, nor  my  duty  would  permit  me  to 
concur  in,  since  the  Ct)ries  had  sworn  me 
to  be  their  prince  and  lord  ;  nor  were 
the,  consistent  with  what  I  had  hitt-ly 
sworn,  when  I  accepted  the  crown  that 
your  majesty  abdicated  in  my  favour. — I 
cannot  comprehend  how  any  k-fers  of  mine 
could  have  come  into  the  possei-siin  ot  the 
emperor  which  prove  my  haired  against 
France,  since  I  have  given  so  niany  proofs 
of  my  friendship  towards  him,  and  have 
-written  nothing  to  indicate  such  a  disposi- 
tion.--A  copy  of  the  prcjtest  had  been  lately 
shewn  me,  which  your  majesty  made  to  the 
emperor,  in  the  nullity  of  the  abdication  j 
and  yet,  when  I  arrived  in  this  city,  an'' 
asked  you  respecting  it,  you  told  me  dis- 
tinctly, that  the  abdication  was  voluntary, 
although  not  intended  to  be  permanent.  I 
asked  you  at  the  same  time,  why  you  did 
not  apprize  me  of  this  before  it  was  ex- 
ecuted, and  your  majesty  answered,  that 
you  did  not  choose  it  ;  from  which  may  be 
inferred,  that  there  was  no  violence  used, 
at  least  not  by  me  :  it  could  not  be  known 
that  your  m;'jesty  intended  to  resume  the 
reins  of  govei-ntr.tnt  :  on  the  contrary,  you 
told  me,  that  you  neither  would  reign,  nor 
return  into  Spain. — In  the  letter  that  I  had 
the  honour  to  put  into  the  hands  of  your 
majesty  u\\  this  account,  1  signified  my  dis- 
position to  renounce  t}ie  crown  in  your  fa- 
vour, when  the  Cortes  should  be  coi.vcned  ; 
and  if  not  convened,  when  the  council  and 
deputies  of  the  kingdom  should  be  assem- 
bled ;  not  because  I  thought  this  was  ne- 
cessary togiveetfect  to  the  renunciation, 
but  because  I  thought  it  convenient  to  avoid 
injurious  novelties,  which  frequently  occa- 
bi'jn  divi.-.ions  and  contentions,  and  to  have 
every  thing  attended  to  wiuch  respected 
your  majesty's  dignity,  my  own  honour, 
and  the  trancjuillity  of  the  realm. — If  your 
majesiy  should  not  choose  to  reign  in  per- 
8(;n,  1  v\ill  govern  in  your  royal  name^  or  in 
my  own  ;  tor  nobody  but  niyself  can  repre- 
sent your  person,  pi)ssessing  as  I  do,  in  my 
own  favour,  the  decision  of  the  laws,  and  the 
•will  of  the  people  ;  n^r  can  any  other  persun 
have  so  nn.ch  interest  in  their  prosperity. — 
loyour  luajesty,  I  repeal  again,  that  in  such 


circumstances,  and  under  such  conditions,  I 
am  \^»\y  to  accompany  your  majesty  to 
Spam,  there  to  ro^ke  my  abdication  in  the 
form  expre.>,sed.  In  respect  to  wjjat  your 
majesty  has  said  of  not  w  isliing  to  return  to 
Spain,  with  tears  iu  my  eyes  I  implore  you, 
by  all  tliat  is  most  sacred  in  heaven  and 
earth,  that  in  case  you  do  not  choose  to  re- 
ascend  the  throne,  you  will  not  le;.ve  a 
country  so  long  known  to  yott,  in  which  you 
may  choose  a  situatif)n  best  suited  to  y.')ur 
injure!  health,  and  where  you  njay  enjoy 
greater  comfoits  and  tranquillity  of  mi:;d 
than  in  any  other.— Finally.  1  beg  your  ma- 
jesty most  aftectiona;ely,  tliat  you  will  se- 
riou>;ly  consider  ycu.-  situation,  and  that  you 
will  reflect  on  the  evil  of  excluding  our  dy- 
na-ity  forever  from  the  th.rone  of  Spain,  and 
substituting  in  its  room  the  imperial  family 
of  France.  This  step  v.c  cannot  take  with- 
out the  express  consent  of  all  the  individuals 
who  have,  or  may  have,  a  right  to  the 
crown  ;  much  less  without  an  equally  ex- 
pressed consent  of  the  Spanish  people  assem- 
bled in  Cortes  iri  a  place  of  security  ;  and 
besides,  being  now  in  a  foreign  countrv,  it 
would  be  impossible  that  we  could  persuade 
any  one  that  we  acted  freely  ;  and  this  con- 
sideration alone  would  annul  whatever  we 
might  do,  and  might  produce  the  most  fatal 
consequt'uces. — Before  1  conclude  this  letter, 
your  m;'jebty  will  permit  me  to  say,  that  the 
coun.sellors,  wliom  your  majesty  calls  per- 
fidious, have  never  advised  me  to  derogate 
from  the  love,  respeit,  and  honour  that  I 
have  alvvays  professed  t(;  your  mr-jesty, 
whose  valuable  life  I  pray  God  to  preserve 
to  a  happy  and  good  old  age  — 1  cast  myself 
at  your  majesty's  royal  iei-i,  your  most  du- 
tiful son, — Fekuin.^nd. — Bayonne,  I\Iay  4, 
1803. 

No.  X. — Leller  fiom  the  King  to  his  Father 
Charles  IF. 
Venerable  Father  and  Lgrd  — I  deposited 
in  the  royal  hands  of  your  majesty  on  the 
1st  current,  the  renunciation  of  the  crown 
in  your  favour.  I  have  believed  it  to  be 
obligatory  upon  me  to  modify  the  renuncia- 
tion by  such  conditions  as  were  agreeable  to 
the  respect  due  to  your  majesty,  to  the  tran- 
quillity of  my  dominions,  and  to  the  pre- 
servation of  my  honour  and  character.  It 
is  not  without  great  astonishment,  that  I 
have  seen  indignation  produced  in  the  royal 
mind  of  your  majesty,  by  modifications  dic- 
tated by  prudence,  and  ctUed  for  by  the 
love  that  I  bear  to  my  sid)jecls. 
(To  he  continued.J 
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It    is  tlir;  duty  of  cvi  ry   body  of  men,  who  hereafter   shall  address  or  petition  tlie  king  for  inquiry   into   the 
causes  of  the  Convention,  to  support  the  City  of  London. 


70.5]  . 

To    THE    FkEEHOI-DERS    AND    INHABITANTS 

OF    Hampshire. 

.  Gentlemen, 

Well !  we  have  had  our  meeting,  and  I 
am  confident,  that,  though  my  wishes  did 
not  entirely  prevail,  our  example  will  have  a 
good  effect  tVom  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  other. 

From  the  circumstance  of  there  being 
iJiree  gentlemen  from  London,  present  at 
the  meeting,  for  the  e.xpress  purpose  of  tak- 
ing down  and  publishing  an  account  of  the 
proceedings^  a  circumstance  at  which  no  one 
was  more  surprized  than  myself,  for,  I 
really  thought  that  we  were  held  in  too  much 
contempt  to  be  thought  worthy  of  any  thing 
like  general  attention  ;  from  this  circum- 
stance, (very  pleasing  to  me,  I  must  con- 
fess) I  conclude,  that  nearly  the  whole  of 
■what  was  said  and  done  at  the  meeting  of 
yesterday  will  have  been  published  in  the 
daily  newspapers,  before  that  which  I  am 
now  writing  can  possibly  issue  from  the 
press.  If  this  be  the  case,  the  report,  as  so 
pubhshed,  will  be  inserted  in  this  sheet, 
and,  therefore,  proceeding  upon  the  opinion 
that  the  intended  publication  will  take  place, 
I  shall  here  confine  myself  to  such  observa- 
tions as  naturally  grow  out  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  Shire  Hall,  and  as  appear  to  me 
likely  to  be  useful. 

First,  Gentlemen,  I  hope  yon  will,  with 
rne,  be  delighted  at  the  now  established  fact, 
that,  at  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting 
of  our  county,  called  and  marshalled  by 
Nohlemen  and  Barontts,  the  leaders  of  a 
party  lately  powerful  enough  to  carry  the 
two  members  for  the  county  ;  that,  at  such 
a  meeting,  there  have  appeared  one  half,  at 
lea^t,  of  the  persons  present,  readv  to  sup- 
port a  proposition,  coming  from  one,  who 
neither  has  nor  wishes  to  have,  pretensions 
to  any  rank  other  than  that  of  Yeoman  ; 
and  who  came  before  that  meeting  un- 
supported by  any  interest  other  than  that 
which  grew  out  of  the  principles  he  had 
proclaimed  :  at  this  fact,  Gentlemen,  I  am 
convinced  you  will,  with  me,  feel  pleasure 
and  pride.  As  to  the  effect  with  regard  to 
myself  I  am  completely  indiffereiit.  It  was 
ot  no  consequence  who  was  the  person. 
Whether  the  piopoiiition  came  froaa  a  tail  or 
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a  short  lump  of  clay ;  a  lump  of  fresh  or  pal<?, 
of  fair  or  dark,  colour  ;  or  whether  it  was 
called  Cobbiitt  or  by  any  other  name  ;  thia 
was  of  no  consequence.  It  was  the  princi" 
pie,  the  vital  principle  that  was  of  import- 
ance. That  principle  did  completely  tri- 
umph, and  in  that  triumph  I  see,  and  I 
hope  you  see,  a  prospect  of  better  days  ;  a 
prospect  of  days  when  this  county  wdl  not 
be  trampled  under  foot  by  men,  and  particu- 
larly one  man,  who  have  nothing  but  what 
they  have  derived  from  the  public  purse, 
nothing  but  what  has  been  squeezed  out  of 
the  fruits  of  our  labour. 

Having  spoken  of  parti/,  I  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  say,  that  I  saw  no  reason  what- 
ever to  impute  party  motives,  upon  this  oc- 
casion, either  to  the  Earl  of  Northesk,  or 
to  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  appeared  with 
his  lordship  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  ap- 
peared to  me,  that  they  were  over-anxious  to 
avoid  every  thitig  that  might  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  proceeding  from  party  motives. 
The  truth  is,  that,  as  things  stand  at  pre- 
sent, there  would,  in  a  casi  like  this,  be  720- 
tking  done,  were  not  those  to  move,  who 
belong  to  a  party.  If,  as  is  the  case,  the 
whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  the  opulent 
men  in  a  county  be  notoriously  of  one  party 
or  the  other,  those  of  the  osiposition 
party  must  call  for  a  mjceting,  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  or,  it  is  evident,  that  there  can 
be  no  meetingat  all.  And,  therefore,  r.iough 
1  did  not  approve  of  the  Address  moved, 
and  finally  carried,  by  Lord  Northesk  and 
his  friends,  they  are  fairly  entitled  to  my 
gratitude,  and,  I  think,  re  the  gratitude  of 
the  county  at  large. 

The  two  Addresses  will  appear  in  their 
proper  place  in  the  Report,  which  will 
be  hereunto  subjoined  ;  and.  Gentlemen,  I 
beg  you  carefully  to  compare  them  with 
each  other,  and,  when  you  have  so  done, 
let  each  man  put  it  to  his  own  heart, 
v/heiher  the  one,  which  I  had  the  honour 
to  propose  to  the  meeting,  is  not  that  of 
which  he  most  approves  ;  whether  the 
principles  there  asserted  snd  the  sentiments 
there  expressed,  are  not  the  principles  and 
the  sentiments  that  he  would  (all  selfish 
views  aside)  wish  to  see  u-niver.sally  prevail. 
Iherewas  onvj  object,  upon  which   I  wa» 
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very  intent ;  namely,  that  of  giving  support  j 
to  the  City   of  London  5  and,  Gentlemen, 
though  the    Aduress  and  Feiition    proposed 
by  me  was,  at  last,    not  formally  carrie-!, 
the  point  of  decisifm  was   so  nice,  that  I 
hope  Mr.  Waithman  and  those  who  have  so 
roblv    supported   him    will    consider,     that 
thU   county,  at  least,    has  done    its   duty. 
The  Address   proposed  by    lord  Northeik 
was,     I    myself    belie-ed.  carried  at    lusl  ; 
but,  itwns  not  until    -ttcr  many   persons, 
■who  came  from  a   distance  and    who  were 
anxi.-us  to  get  home,     had     retirecl   nndcr 
the    lull    persuasion,  thai    ihe  dcciiiun   had 
taken  place  in  favour   of    the   Address  and 
PetitN.n   proposed  by  me.      I    dwell   upon 
this  point  solely  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  City  of  London  what   honourable  sup-  j 
jjt.rt  they  had  in  Hampshire  ;  and,  for   the  j 
same  purpose,  I  add,  that,    at  the    reading  1 
of  those  parts  of  my  Address  and  Petition,  | 
which  were  litt-rally  copied  from  the  City  j 
Resolution   of   the   27th  of   October,    the  j 
meeting  gave  particular  maiks  of  applantse  ; 
while  (ai)d  I   challenge  a  denial  (-f  the  fact) 
not  one  single  mark  of  apphiuse  was  given, 
hardly  a  sound  or  a   movement  or  a  lotik  of 
«atisfaction  was  pcritived,  at  the  reading  of 
the  cold   and  courtly   Address   which    con- 
tended for  the  preference.      No,    Gentle- 
men, this  Address  did   not   speak   the   lan- 
guage of  your  hearts.     It  did  not    convey 
to  the  throne  an  expression  of  the  feelings  of 
a  people  sensible  that  they  have  made  sacri- 
lices   unparalleled,  and   that   those  sacrifices 
have  only  furnished  the  means  of  purchasing 
national  dishonour  ;  the  feehngs  of  a  people 
disappointed  and  insulted;  the  teelings  of  a 
people,  who,   for  their  liberality  and  long- 
enduring  patience,  have  been  paid  with  new 
burthens    and    with   unprecedented   seorn. 
No  !    this   Address   did    not   express   those 
feelings;  and,  my  decided  opinion  is,  that, 
when   the   noble  lord  and  the    gentlemen, 
who  proposed   an  1  supported  it,  shall  have 
taken  time  to  re-peruse  and  re-consider,  they 
will  feel  great  sorrow,  not,  1  hope,  unmixed 
with   some  degree  of  shame,  that,  for  the 
sake  of  an  Address  such  as  this,  they  reject- 
ed that   which   was  proposed  by  me,  and 
which,  as  they  could  not  fail  to  perceive,  had 
the  hearts  of  all,  while  theirs  had  only  the 
voices  uf  n  p"rt,  of  the  meeting. 

L^pon  the  subject  of  ll)e  vast  sums  receiv- 
ed out  of  the  public  money  by  Mr.  Gamier 
of  Wick  ham,  as  salary  and  profits  of  Apo- 
thecary Goiernl  to  the  Jrmy,  though  as  the 
Committee  of  the  Kottpe  of  Commons  stale, 
he  resides  iu  the  country  arvd  meddles  not 
■with  tl  e  bu';inc-3  ;  upon  this  subject  I  think 
it  right  to  state,  Uiat,  as  we  were  leaving  the 
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Hall,  a  gentleman,  upon  whose  word  I  rely 
with  confidence,  assured  mc,  that  Mr.  Gar- 
nitr  wished  ntixiously  Jor  peace.     It  is  very 
hard  lor  one  man  to  know  the  heart  of  ano- 
ther ;  but,  considering  the  character  of  my 
informant,  I  believe  the  fact  ;  that  is  to  say, 
I  believe,  that,  in  this  particular  case,  sen- 
timents of  humanity  prevail  over  interest.    I 
do  not  state  this  merely  as  an  argumentative 
admission  :   I    really   leluve  the  fact.     But, 
Gentlemen,  what  has  this  singular  and  acci- 
dental fact  to  do  with  what  I  had  the  honour 
to  submit  to  you  upon  the  subject  ?  I  made  no 
assertion  as   to  Mr.  Garnier's  feelings.     It 
was  a  conclusion,  which  1  drew  from  undeni- 
able premises.     I  stated  the  fact,  that   the 
amount  of  this  gentleman's  revenue  was  in 
proporiinn   to   the  magnitude   of  the  army 
and  to  the  number  of  wounds  in  that  army  ; 
that,  therefore,  it  was   natural  to  suppose, 
tl.iat  ;uch  a  person  must  wish  for  a  long  con- 
tiiiUiiti'Mi  of  the  war;  and,  I  am  not  at  all 
afraid  to  leave  this  argument  iu  the  hands  of 
the  public.     I  told  the  rae«ting,  that  it  was 
in  tny  power  to  give  a  very  long  list  of  per- 
sons so  situated,  my  object  being  to  explain 
the  mystery  why   so  many  people  had  been 
found,  in  some  places,  to  oppose  an  applica- 
tion for  intjwiry  into  a  transaction  so  clearly 
calculated  to  lengthen   the  duration  of  the 
war;  to  give  such  list  there  was  net  time  j 
I   v\  as  obliged  to  confine  myself  to  a  parti- 
cular  instance;    and   that   of  Mr.    Gamier 
was  selected,   1st,   because  it  was  a  striking 
one  ;  2nd,  because  it  was  a  case  which  deri- 
ved additional  interest  from   our  knowledge 
of  the  person  ;  and  3rd,  because   there  was 
no  doubt  of  sonr»e   of  his  friends  being  pre- 
sent to  say  whatever  could  be  said  in  answer. 
I   should,  in  print,  have   pointed   out   this 
flagrant   case,  long  ago;  but,  locally,  Mr. 
Garnier  was  a  very  near  neighbour  ;  and, 
I  felt  reluctant  to  make  so  near  a  neighbour 
a   subject  in   the  Register.     There  was,  in- 
deed,   no   solid    reason   for    this ;    but,    I 
thought,  that  some  persons  might  think  that 
I  took  advantage  of  my  great  means  of  pub- 
licity to  assail  my  neighbour.     Sometime  or 
other  a  sense  of  public   duty   would   have 
overcome   this   consideration  ;    but,  having, 
an  opportunity  to  state  the  fact,  in  a  meeting 
of  the  county,  where   I  was  pretty  certain 
would     be,    and    where   I   saw,    many  of 
the  friends  and  relations   of  Mr.   Garnier, 
that   opportunity  was   not  to  be  neglected. 
Now,    Gentlemen,    though  we  be- 
lieve,    that,     contrary    to    the    conclusion 
that  I   diew,  Mr,    Garnier  does  wish  Jor 
p-'ace,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you,  that  Mr. 
Garnier  and    his   family,  who  are   opitbcr 
few  in  number  nor  weak  in  means,  have. 
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as  I  am  credibly  informed,  ahvnys  voted, 
upon  all  occasions,  for  the  ministry  of  the 
day.  This  I  know,  that,  while  Lord  Gren- 
ville  and  his  colleagues  were  in  power,  the 
Gamier  family  supported,  and  that  too  with 
great  zeal,  Messrs.  Herbert  and  Thistle- 
thwaite,  and  that,  when  the  dissolution 
took  place  upon  the  turning  out  of  that  mi- 
nistry, the  Garnier  fiimily  as  zealously  sup- 
ported Sir  Henry  Mildmay  and  Mr.  Chute, 
against  whom  they  had  used  such  strenuous 
exertions  only  about  eight  or  nine  months 
before.  Tiie  fact  is.  Gentlemen,  and  you 
must  see  it  clearly,  that  persons  so  situated 
must  obey  whomsoever  is  minister ;  for, 
though,  as  in  this  case,  the  |)hice  may  not 
be  liable  to  be  actually  taken  away  ;  yet, 
where  the  amount  is  nor  precisely  fixed,  the 
minister  has  it  in  his  power  to  render  it,  by 
one  means  or  another,  worth  little  or  no- 
thing 5  and,  in  all  cases  where  a  man  has  to 
account  he  is  wholly  in  the  power  of  the 
minister,  though  his  accounts  should  be  fair 
and  correct,  the  latter  having  so  n);uiy  means 
of  embarrassing  and  worrying  and  persecu- 
ting him.  So  that,  you  see,  the  loss  of  the 
money  is  not  the  only,  nor  is  it  the  least  evil. 
The  money  is  lost  to  us  in  the  first  place, 
and,  next,  it  makes  part  of  our  countrymen 
join  the  minister  in  support  of  his  imposing 
heavier  burdens  on  us,  or,  as  at  the  present 
time,  in  an  endeavour  to  stitle  the  voice  of 
the  people.  Let  us  trace  this  a  little  more 
mmutely.  Mr.  Garnier  receives,  as  you 
have  seen,  twelve  thousand  pounds  a  year 
out  of  the  taxes,  raised  upon  the  nation. 
These  twelve  thousand  pounds  a  year  must, 
unless  they  be  buried  under  ground,  or 
locked  up  in  a  chest,  produce  a  proportionate 
influence.  The  depositing  and  employing 
and  expending  them  creates  an  influence 
amongst  all  descriptions  of  persons  :  bankers, 
stewards,  farmers,  timber  merchants,  trades- 
men of  all  sorts  Tiiis  influence  is  at  all 
times  exercised  in  behalf  of  the  minister  of 
the  day  ,-  and,  therefore,  it  inevitably  follows, 
that  the  greatness  of  the  power  of  the-  mi- 
nistry of  the  day,  is  in  exact  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  what  we  pay  in  taxes ;  or, 
in  other  words,  that,  from  the  moment  thit 
the  public  treasure  becomes  a  source  of  in- 
fluenee  at  elections  and  other  public  meet- 
ings, taxation  and  absolute  power  grow  up 
toi^ether  like  the  bark  and  wood. 

Gentlemen,  I  know,  that  this  is  termed 
democratical  and  jacolinical  talk.  Alas  ! 
Gentlemen,  these  words  have  dlone  wonders. 
The  late  minister,  Pitt,  of  wasteful  me- 
mory, drew  millions  upon  millions  out  of 
©ur  pockets  by  the  help  of  a  icw  words  of 
this  sort,     i  dare  say,  that  there  will  not  be 
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wantingpersons  to  charge  me  with  disloyali.y, 
because  I  wish  the  Portugal  generals  to  be 
tried,  and  because  I  object  to  Mr.  Garnior's 
receiving  twelve  thousand  a  year  out  of  the 
taxes  for  doing  nothing.  It  has.  Gentlemen, 
been  tlie  constant  practice  of  those,  who 
live  upon  the  public  money,  to  answer  iheir 
accusers,  not  by  showing,  or  attempting  to 
show,  that  they  merited  the  money  they 
received  out  of  the  taxes,  but  by  charges  of 
disloyalty.  Tell  one  of  them  that  he  wal- 
lows in  luxury  at  the  expencc  of  a  hard- 
working and  half-siarvcd  people  :  his  an- 
swer is,  that  you  wish  to  overturn  the 
government  ;  for,  you  will  always  per- 
ceive, that,  with  tJiis  tribe,  government  and 
impunity  for  pul/ic  plundering  means  the 
same  thing.  Just  as  if  you  must  necessarily 
be  a  traitor,  because  your  temper  will  not 
permit  yon  to  see  your  money  taken  away, 
without  inquiring  a  little  what  is  done  with 
it !  But,  Gentlemen,  when  an  opportunity 
serves,  let  us  take  care  that  no  answer  of 
this  jort  shall  have  its  intended  efl-ect ;  let 
us  not  waste  our  breath  in  refuting  the 
cltarge  of  high  treason,  but  continue  to  urge 
our  accusation,  reseiving  our  own  defence 
till  a  defence  has  been  made  by  those  whom 
we  shall  accuse.  Talk  as  long  is  we  will, 
here  is  the  root  of  the  evil.  The  public 
money,  the  money  paid  by  the  people  in 
taxes,  do,  and  will,  'till  a  constitutional 
reform  take  place,  operate  in  a  way  to 
deprive  the  people  of  their  spirit,  and,  of 
course,  of  their  rights.  But,  Gentlemen, 
because  to  eifect  this  reform  is  difficult; 
because  we  dp  not,  at  once,  clearly  per- 
ceive the  grounds  of  a  hope  of  accomplish- 
ing it,  let  us  not,  therefore,  say,  that  the 
thing  is  out  of  our  power,  E\ery  ihing 
almost,  from  which  any  advantage,  public 
or  private,  is  to  arise,  appears  dlfncuit  at 
first;  but,  when  once  v/e  heartily  set  about 
it,  the  d^fficuliies,  however  great  and  nu- 
merous, soon  appear  less  both  in  number 
and  in  magnitude.  What  we  want  is  pullic 
virtue.  Possessed  of  that,  every  thing, 
which  reason  bidsais  wish  to  attain,  would 
be  soon  in  our  power.  But,  that  is  indis- 
pensable. Men  must  come  v.ith  their  hands 
clean  and  their  minds  perfectly  independent  j 
that  is  to  say,  perletily  free  Irorn  selfish 
vieu't,  or  they  will  do  iiouiing  good.  We 
are  seduced  into  dcgradraion  ;  and  a  great 
additional  inoriificalion,  is,  that  we  are 
seduced  with  oar  own  money.  We  are  the 
slaves  of  that  gold,  which  we  ourselves  have 
earned  with  the  sweat  of  our  brow.  Gen- 
tlemen, my  sincere  opinion  is,  that  no- 
thing can  preserve  this  country  from  be- 
coming a   conqv.eii  of  France,  but  a  con- 
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stitutional  reform  of  the  abuses,  which  now 
notoriously  cxi^^t,  and  some  ©f  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  point  out  to  iho  meeting 
yc-.ter.l.-iy.  Tlie  manner,  in  which  the 
m'eelin-'received  my  statement;  the  hearty 
uclcome  which  was  given  to  sound  princi- 
ples and  home  truths,  exnresjcd  in  direct 
and  plain  terms,  encourages  me  to  hope, 
that  the  breasts  and  minds  of  my  country- 
men will,  as  those  of  their  fathers  were, 
yet  be  found  to  be  the  seat  of  cournoe  and 
of  sense ;  and,  that  the  day  is  much  less 
distant  than  the  corruptors  and  the  corrupted 
im;igine,  when  a  proper  exertion  of  these 
will  produce  its  natural  effects, 
I  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  friend 

Wm.  Codbett. 
mnchcstcr,  Zd  Nov.  1S03. 


HAMPSHIRE    MEETING. 

THE       CONVENTION      OK      CINTRA. 

On  Wednesday,  the  2d  instant,  pursuant 
to  a  public  requisition,  the  High  Sherirt", 
George  Hanhury  Mitchell,  Esq.  convened  a 
Meeting  of  the  ncjbility,  gentry,  freeholders, 
and  inhabitants  o'i  the  county  of  Southamp- 
ton, at  the  Castle  of  Winchester,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  into  their  consideration  the 
propriety  of  adi'res'^ing  his  maj'.uy  upon  the 
subject  of  the  ConveiUi(ui  ot  Cintra.  The 
meeting  was  numerous  and  highly  respecta- 
ble. The  High  Sheriff  having  taken  the 
chair. 

Lord  NoRTUESK  presented  himself  to  the 
attention  of  the  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of 
proposing  a  Resolution.  He  hoped  that  on 
a  subject  involving  deeply  the  character  and 
interests  of  the  country,  it  would  not  be 
deemed  a  presumption  in  him  to  offer  to 
their  consideraiion  a  motion,  expressive  of 
the  wishes  of  ihe  couniy  of  Hants,  to  ref^uest 
a  full  Inquiry  into  the  causes  whicli  led  to 
that  disgraceful  event,  tiie  Convention  of 
Cintra.  Aficr  these  prefatory  ren:arks,  his 
lordship  proposed  the  following  Resolution  : 

"  Rtisolvt;d,  That  an  humllt:  and  dnt'ifiil 
"  Address  and  Petition  be  presented  to  his 
"  vurjf^tij,  erpressini^  our  grief  and  regret  at 
"  /'.'  Convention  latefi/  entered  into  by  the 
"  connnandeys  of  hi^  majesty's Jo'ces  in  Por- 
*'  tugal,  and  the  commander  of  the  French 
"  army  in  Li<ih<in,  praying  his  majesty  to 
"  institute  such  full,  public,  and  effectual 
"  Incjuiry  into  this  transaction,  as  wilt  lend 
"  to  ttie  diicdcery  of  all  t.'Une  causes  which 
"  produced  an  event  so  injurious  to  the  ho- 
"  nnur  of  this  country,  and  the  interest  of 
"  its  oliieS." 

Mr.  tJviijiECTT  thc-u  roic  an  1  spoks   to  t!ie 


following  etlect  : —"  Mr.  Hijjh  Sheriff  j  so 
far  from  dis:i[.[)roving  of  any  part  of  the  Re- 
solution which  has  just  now  been  road,  1 
have  to  state,  that  I  heartily  approve  of  every 
word  of  it.  I  have,  however,  a  proposition 
tosubndtto  the  meeting,  which  I  hope,  al- 
though coming  from  a  person  of  so  little 
conse(iuencc  as  myself,  will  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  this  meeting.  It  will  em- 
brace the  object  of  this  Resolutiou,  while  it 
will  go  farther,  but  yet,  I  ho|)tf,  not  too  far. 
As  to  the  merits  or  demerits  uf  the  Conven- 
tion, I  think  that  is  a  question  pretty  nearly 
set  at  rest  ;  for  I  have  never  heard  fiom  the 
lips  of  any  of  those  who  are  hostile  to  a  Pe- 
tition or  Address  to  his  Majesty  for  ar»  In- 
quiry, any  argument  in  jusiificalion  of  that 
Convention.  It  has  been  urged,  that  any 
petition  for  inquiry  is  unnecessary.  Vv'ho 
told  us  so  ?  P'rom  u  hence  is  his  majesty  to 
receive  such  a  request  but  from  his  people  ? 
We  are  told  that  he  has  already  given  an 
answer  to  the  Petition  of  the  citizens  of 
London,  informing  them  that  a  due  incjuiry 
will  be  instituted.  He  has  not  given  any 
such  answer  to  us,  tiie  inhabitants  of  Hamp- 
sliirc — {hear  !  hear  !  hear  .')  When  they 
tell  us  that  we  ought  not  to  present  a  Peti- 
tion, because  the  city  of  London  has  re- 
ceived an  Answer  (of  which  I  shall  hereafter 
speak  more  in  detail),  they  do  not  tell  us 
that  that  Answer  was  satisfactory.  So  far 
from  it,  we  know  that  the  Common  Council 
have  expressly  declared  that  it  is  not  satis- 
factory, but  that  it  was  an  ungracious  An- 
swer, and,  as  such ,  it  is  entered  upon  th.eir 
Journals.  Therefore,  if  we  have  received  an 
An-'wer  throi^gh  the  ciiy  of  London,  it  is  an 
unsatisfactory  answer — (Applauses).  So  that 
if  the  Answer  to  the  city  of  London  be  ad- 
duced as  a  reason  against  our  proceeding,  we 
have  the  authority  of  that  city  itself,  tor  con- 
sidering that  Answer  unsatisfactory — {/fp' 
plaiises).  This,  Gentlemen,  is  almost  the  first 
time  of  my  addressing  a  public  assembly;  and 
I  only  intend  to  present  to  you  a  few  plain 
facts,  such  as  my  neighbours  ought  to  know — • 
neighbours, whom  1  am  proud  toack«owledge, 
and  from  whose  public  spirit  I  entertain  con- 
siderable hopes,  notwithstanding  the  treat- 
ment they  hdve  heretofore  experienced — not- 
withstanding the  time  and  manner  in  whicli 
they  have  been  trodden  down  {Applauses). — 
We  know.  Gentlemen,  lh.:t  Sir  Anhur 
V/ellesIcy,  one  of  the  commanders  upon  the 
occasion  which  has  called  us  together,  is  also 
one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers;  and  we  are 
told,  that  which  it  is  very  natural  to  su'-pect, 
that  those  minister*  are  anxious  io  .screen 
him.  In  spe.Tking  of  the  conduct  of  n)inis- 
ter»  upon  this  occasion;,  and  particularly  of 
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•he  King's  Answer  to  'the  city  of  London,   I 
beg  (o  be   understood    as    alluding  solely  to 
ministers  — not   at  all   meaning  to  implicaie 
his  Majesty      This  I   premise^  in   order   to 
gu.ud    against   mistake   or   misconstrnction. 
In  my  opinion,  it    is  quite  evident,  that  his 
Majesty's  ministers  are  fully  determined  to 
screen  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley.     The  proofs  of 
this    determination    are    manifest,       jn    the 
first   place,  when    the   news  anived   of  the 
disgraceful    Convention,    ministers  withheld 
the  communication  as   long  as  possible,  and 
when  at  last   obliged  to  make  the  coinmu- 
nication  to  the  abused   people  of  this  coun- 
try, in  what  manner  did  they  do  it?     That 
•part  which  it  was  most  material  to   know  ; 
v/hich,     in   fact,    formed  the  basis   of   the 
whole  ;    namely,  the  Armistice  which   was 
signed   by    Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,   was  pub- 
lished in  the  French   language.     My  nt-igh- 
bouis  do  not  understand  French.     God  for- 
bid  that    they   ever    should !     (//pplnuses ) 
They  do  not  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
terms  "Due  d'yUr antes,"  nor  "  Ckevulier  du 
Bain.''     Why  did  ministers  give  this  pari  oi" 
the  communication  in   French,    while    the 
remaiader  was  given  in  English  ?     The  rea- 
son is  obvious.     And  in  this  act  alone  I  see 
proof  enough  of  their  determination  to  screen 
that  man.    (/Ipplauses.)     Now,    as   to    the 
©bj^ct  of  their  preference.    Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley,   it   is   well    known,    is    allied    to    a 
powerful  family,  whi-di  has  risen  to  predo- 
minance,  not  by  great  or   useful  talents  of 
any  description,  not  by  eminent  or  laudable   i 
achievements,  but   by  beating  the  poor  In- 
dians, just   as   a   dog  would  hunt  a  flock    of 
sheep.     Why,  Gentlemen,  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley lias  no  claim  to  the  merit  of  general- 
ship for  his  boa'^ted   victories  in  Intlia  ;   for 
one   thousand    English   soldiers   would   beat 
ten  thousand  Indians,  with  as  much  ease  as 
two   of  your  dogs   would  drive  a  flock  of 
sheep  out    of  a   pinfold.  (Laughter  and  afj- 
plaus^s )     J  wi^h.  Gentlemen,  that  this  com- 
mander was  here  to  hear  me;  but,  although 
'he  be  not   present,  there  can   be  no  doubr 
that  in  a  coumry  where  the  minister  has  the 
distribution  of  seventy  millions  a  year  of  the 
public  money,  there  is  scarcely  a  foot  of  it 
in    which    tlieir    favourite    will    not   And    a 
friend.      Let   any  such  friend  now  answer 
me,  and  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong,  in  slating 
the  salaries  and  the  services  of  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley.     Before  he  left  this  country,  that 
oflicer  enjoyed  a  salary    of  s2(55oQ  as  chief 
secretary  of  state  in  Ireland,  be->iJes  his  pay 
as  colonel  of  a  regiment.     Ministers  take 
him  from  that  oftice  and  send  him  abroad  as 
n  general;   still  leaving  him  in  possession  of 
the  emoluments  of  his  secretaryship  in  Ire- 


land, although  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
execute  its  duties.     Whence  this  exlr>:ordi- 
nary  partiality  ?     Why,  because  the  Welles- 
ley family  have  no  less  than  twelve  votes  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  {yi[jplauses.) — What 
is  the  next  step  of  miuisteiial  partiality  to- 
wards this  commander  ?      No  blame  v.-as  im- 
puted to  him.  No  idea  of  trying  him  w  as  even 
insinuated.     He  was    not,  in  fact,  recallecl 
from  the  army,  but  allowed  to  come  home 
upon  leave  of  absence. — And  here  let  me  re- 
mark,that  although  one  of  the  pleas  or  apolo- 
gies for  concluding  this  infamous  Convention 
I   was,   that  it  would  enable  our  army  to  march 
j   m(M-e    expeditiously     to    the    aid     of    the 
1    Spaniards ;     yet,  when    they    were  so   en- 
I   abled,    their  conxmander,  Wellesley,  came 
!   home,  and  left  the  army  to  goby  itself     He 
1   came  home  before   the  other   commanders, 
in  order  to   tell  the  flrst  story — in   order  to 
I   have  an  undue  advantage  over  his  colleagues. 

• Then,  what   is  done  upon  his  arrival  ? 

'    He  is  introduced  at  the  kiiig's  levee  ;  and  on 
i    the  very  day,  too,  that   the   corporation    of 
I    London  piesent  their  Address.      •  ook  at  the 
contrast  between  the  treatment  experienced 
by  that   corporation,  and   the    reception    of 
'   Sir    Arthur    Wellesley  !      Although    there 
were  divers  great  persons  at  that  levee  ;  al- 
though   there    was   a    bishop    and    a  judge 
among  the  circle.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  was 
the  flrst    person  pre9ented   to    his    majesty  : 
and  most  graciously  was  he  received  !     But 
further    still.       After    being   thus    cordially- 
treated  by  his  majesty,  Sii  Arthur  is  sent  to 
resume  his  office  in    Ireland,  for    which,  a? 
I   have   already   observed,  he    has   been   all 
along    in   the    receipt    of  s£6,560  a   year. 
Does  this    imply    any  inclination  to  sabject 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  to  censure,  or  (o  bring 
him  to   trial  ?     Quite    the  cci::rary.     And 
my  firm   belief  is,  that  in  order   to  screen 
that   commander,    ministers   will    use   their 
endeavours  to  screen  his  colleagues  ;  from  a 
just  appreliension,  that'  if  these   colleagues 
are  brought  to    trial,  they    would  probably 
impeach    Wellesley.       For    these    reasons, 
ministers  may  well   be   suspected,  of  a  de- 
termination to    prevent  ?ny  thing  like  effec- 
tual inquiry.   (Loud  aliplautea.J — But,  Gen- 
tlemen, you    cannot    help  being  surprised, 
that  ministers  should  have  thought  it  proper 
to  employ  Sir  Arthur  We-1'.esley  at  all,  upon 
this    occasion,  when  they  had  such  a  num- 
ber   of  generals,  from    among  whom    they 
could  select  a    commander.     What  was  the 
necessity,   then,  for  sending  out  that  oflicer  ? 
Why,  Gentlemen,  we  have  at  thismornent, 
a  SlatT  consisting  of  no    less   than  2g]    ge- 
nerals.    What   a  boast !     (J  luugh.J     The 
French   have  not  half  so   many.     Among 
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tl.ese  officers  we  have  six  field  marshah '■  — 
Til ;re  were,  I  say.  291  generals,  of  whom 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  was  one  ;  and,  out  of 
all  these  officers,  a  man  could  not  be  chosen 
to  send   to   Portugal,  without   withdrawing 
from  Ireland  its  chief-secr*itary,  upon  whom 
so  much  of  the  government  of  that  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  rests.     Well,  Gentle- 
men, Sir  Arthur  goes  out  as  a  ixjnjor  gene- 
ral, and,  after  being  deeply  implicated  in  a 
transaction     that    "    has   disappointed    th(« 
"  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  country," 
he  comes  back,  i3  cordially  greeted   by   his 
majesty,  and   peacably  proceeds  to  resume  . 
the  possession  of  liis  lucrative  office  in   Ire-  ^ 
land.     Such,    Gentlemen,  is  the   partiality  ; 
of  ministers  to  the  WelJesley  family  !   to  a  J 
family  to  which  yoa  p^y  ^innuylly,  and    I  ! 
wish  you  to  bear  it  in  mind,  no  less  than  i 
s£2'^,76~,  as  appears  by  the  following-state-  • 
meut  :  ■■ 

Marqois  Welleskys  T-'ension  ..... .. , £5,000  j 

Marquis  and  VV.    I'ok  with  Provision  to  Sur-  i 

vivor. — Fcn-.cmbranc'.:r  of  Civi!  List  i.i  Ire-  | 

l.-.iid 4,201 

Hon.  H^'     ■  -'       -:      %  "^-C.  to  theTica:.ury  4,000 

Hon.  W        ::,'•:' ;he    Admiralty    4,000   ! 

Sir  Arthur  Welltsiey's  Iiiih  Secretaryship  (Re-  I 

port  rrMc- in  Jvne,   1 808j    6,566   1 

£•23,767  ! 
This    su.an,    cL.ier»'e,     you  are     paying   to  j 
'hose,  wliose  ioikienccj  is  eci ployed  for  any  i 
oihei  purpose  tbun  that  of  seivingyou.     Ot 
•'be  rnagRitu'le  of  this  swnit  you  will  be  able  ! 
i-Q  judge  when  I   cell  yon.    that,  upon  an 
average  of  iiiiglsud  and  Wales,  it  is  equal 
ro   the' poor's  ralss  of  sixty  parishes  j  and 
to  the  asse!>.<ved    taxes   of  scvetity-t\so   pa- 
lishfcs.       According   fo   a   ileport    from    a 
Comttiittee    t;f    the     House   of    Commons 
presented    in    Jav.e   last,    it    appears,    that 
at    that     tiiJic     Sir     Arthur'.'*     salary    was 
glveti   to   him   iu    Ivs  capacity  of  chief  se- 
cretary in   Irelaiui,  although   h?   was   then 
under  pwy  hs  a  Geticnl  r.pon  the  Staff  goitig 
to  Portugiil  — Pcih'P-  It  may  not  be   ami.ss 
for  some  of  you  f     be  i:ift)rmed  what  a  St:tfr 
Officer   is.     A  StvT  Officer  is  generally   a 
(poloiicl  of  some   ro;-;;:ufnt   selected    for   his 
aditiirable  skill,  hra-vry,  and  experience  to 
comiijand   arml'^s.     Now,  I  have  told  you 
that  these  Officers  amoMnt  to  291    before; 
and  what  do  y<ya  think  they  cost  us  ?     Why, 
ii:ey  cost   li.^  ?:unu3lly,  besides  their  pay,  as 
colonels      of      regiments,      thu      turn      of 
^254,776.    5s.    h)d.     This    is    the    sum. 
Gentlemen,  vehieh  we  pay   annunlly  to  ge- 
nerals to  enmmand  our  armies  !  And  what 
are  ilie  effects  they  produce? — A  doubt  has 
often  been  expie-seil  to  iv.e  by  some  of  my 
iielghbouis,  iLat  tbevc  can  beany  dw\scrip- 
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tion  of  persons  in  the  country,  so  destitute 
of  humanity,  who  can  feel  Hiiy  wish  for  the 
prolongation  of  war.     They  cfien   a.-k  me, 
why  do  any  men  wish  a  continuation  of  the 
war  ?     Above  all,  say  they,  the  government 
of  the  country  canYiot  be  desirous  for  its  du- 
ration.     But,     I    could    now,    Gentlemen, 
begin  to  read  a  list,  which  would  occupy  two 
hours,  of  person.*;  whose  great  interest    con- 
sists in   the  duration   of  war,  at  all  events, 
and  under  all  circumstances  and  hazards.     I 
shall   mention   one  case    to  you.     There   is 
Mr.  Gamier,  the    Apothecary,    whom   my 
neii;hbourscall  'Squire  Gamier  of  Wickham, 
(Heie  a  mixed  cry  of  Hear  !  Hear  !  and  To 
the  Qutstlon.)     "This  INIr.   Gamier.  Gentle- 
men, is  an  apothecary,  and  receives  a   sala- 
ry, perqai.sites,    and  emoluments,  amount- 
ing to  sfe  12, 30f).    lOs.  5d    a  year    for   being 
Apothecary     General     to  the   Army.     His 
perquisites  are  iu    proportion  to  the   magni- 
tude  of    that   army,    and   the    number    of 
wounds  they  rec*  ive.  Such  a  man,  of  course, 
must  like  the  duration  of  war.     It    is  the 
fault   of  government  that   he    should    have 
such  an  income." 

Here  Sir  Francis  Baring  rose  to  order  3— 
but  the  great  bddy  of  the  meeting  calling  out 
"Goon,  Goon;"  the  honourable  baronet 
could  not  obtain  a  hearing. 

The  Sheriff  observed,  that  he  thoui,ht 
every  thing  irrelevant  to  the  question  should 
be  omitted  upon  this  t-ccasion,  and  if  there 
was  any  difrerence  of  opinion  upon  this 
subject,  he  must  take  the  sense  of  the  meet- 
ing upon  it,  being  determined  to  preserve 
I   strict  impartiallity. 

j  Mr.  CoBUETT — "  I  have.  Gentlemen,  to 
1  apologize  to  you  for  having  already  detained 
'.  you  so  le-ng,  by  entering  into  what  I  conceive 
I  to  be  peifecily  regular  and  relevant  to  the. 
i  question  at  issue  ;  but  I  will  regulate  my 
I  conduct  by  your  judgment." — f^n  almost 
;  ujiiversal  cry  of  "  No,  No  ;  Go  or,,  Go  on," 
I  ensued.) 

Sir  Fe.xncis  B.\Riyc;  observed,  that  the 
!  meeting  was  called  for  a  special  purpose  ; 
that  that  purpose  was  of  a  public,  not  a  pri- 
vate nature,  and  therefore  it  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, totally  irregular  to  introduce  the  name 
of  an  individual  who  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Convention.  The  honourable  gentle- 
uian  appeared  to  him  not  only  to  be  niaking 
an  attack  upon  Mr.  Gamier,  but  also  direct- 
ly atta'.l.mg  the  government  o\  the  country  : 
he  therefore  hoped,  that,  taking  it. upon  the 
principles  of  perfect  justice,  the  Meeting 
would  strictly  adhere  to  the  avowed  purpose 
for  which  they  had  assembled. 

Mr.  Cour-KXT  then  resumed. — "I  was  go- 
ing cu.  Gentlemen,  to  shew  the  existencB 
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of  motive!' likely  to  induce  men  to  support 
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any  war  or  any  minister,  and   to   pursue  a 
course  inconsistent  with  the  interests  of  the 
public.     I   therefore  meant    to  avail  myself 
of  this  public  opportunity  to  urge  my  neigl)- 
bours  to  think,  for  themselves,  rejecting  the 
undue  influence   which    such    motives    as    I 
have   described  are    calculated    to   pioduce. 
(Applauses)— I  have.  Gentleman,  a  Petition 
and   Address  to   propose    for   the   conside- 
ration of  this  meeting.  I  am  aware,  that  it 
may  be  thought  presumptuous    in  me   to  do 
so,     I  had   rather   it  had  fallen    into  other 
hands  ;   but   having    come    here,  I   am   re- 
solved   to    do    my  duty.     In    this    Petition 
and     Address   it    will   be  observed,   that   I 
.  allude  to  the  Answer  received  by  the  corpo- 
ration of  London  j   which  corp(jralion  I  am 
desirous  to  support,  as  that  Answer  seems  to 
have  kicked  them  into  courage.     I  refer  in 
my  Address  to  their  observations  with  regard 
to  former  failures.     It  is  fiesh  in  the  memory 
of  every  one,  that  there  was  a   failure  on 
the  part  of  the  Duke  of  York  at  the  Helder 
^-(Yes,  yes,  wc  alt  remember  that  !J  These 
are  not  times  for  men  to  be  mealy-mouthed. 
It  is  notorious  that  the  duke  of  York  com- 
manded an  army,  fitted  out  at  an  expence 
exceeding  any  thing  of  the  kind  upon  former 
occasions.     It  consisted  of  the  very  flower 
of  England  j  who  were  under  the  necessity 
of  flying  before  the  French,  and  were  ulti- 
mately hemmed  up  in  a  corner,  where  their 
commander   made  a  capitulation,  by  which 
he  gave  up,  not  any  thing  that  he  himself 
had  gained,  but  what  was  obtained  through 
the  bravery  otothers  I     By  the  valour  of  our 
fleets,  8000  French  sailors  were  safely  lodged 
in  our  barracks  and  guard  ships,  and  these 
the  Duke  of  York  gave  up,  l«y  his  disgraceful 
capitulation.     That  was  a  failure,  surely,  of 
great  magnitude,  and  yet  it   has  never,  to 
this  day,  been    inquired   into.     Nearly  the 
same  kind  of  minisLets  that   were  then    in 
power,  now  form   the   admini-stration  ;  and 
we  have  a  right  to  think  that  these  miiTisters 
will   not  be  more  anxious,    if  inconsistent 
with  their  ministerial  interest,  to  enter  into 
an  inquiry   upon   this  occasion,    than  they 
were  on  the  other.     Unless  we  press  hard  m 
an  appeal  to  his  Majesty  himself,  no  eflfec 
tual  Inquiry  is  likely  to  take  place.  {A  cry  of 
"  Bravo  !  Bravo  !"J — It  may  not  be  inap- 
plicable to   the  subject   in  question,  anU   I 
hope  it  will  not  be  thought  out  of  order,  to 
state  how  much   the  Duke  of  York,  who 
then   escaped   inqu  ry,   receives  out  of  the 
public   money  for  his  services.     We  iiave, 
surely,  as  good  a  right  to  know  the  emolu- 
ments, as  the  services  he  performs  for  them. 
The  DnJce  of  York  receives  from  the  country 


in  a  pension  the  sum  of  XlQ.OOO  a-ycar — 
as  colonel   of  the   three   battalions  of    foot 
guards,    .^6,000— as   commander-in-chief, 
exclusive  of  his   patronage  and  perquisites, 
the  sum  of  ,:^J0,000.     I  know  not  ■vhax  Iva 
receives  as  colonel  of  the  five  battalions  of  the 
60th  regiment,  but  I  know  that  in  iiddition 
to  these  sums,  by  an   act  passed  in    >801  or 
Jb02,  the  king  was  authorised   lo  grant   to 
him,    out   of   the   lands    belonging    to    the 
public,  called  crown-lands  (and  in  lieu,  pro- 
bably,   of   the    bishoprick    of  Osnaburgh), 
several  manors,  &c.  in  the  fee  simple,  worrh, 
as  I  have  heard  them  estimated,  at  ^^iS.OOO 
a  year,  amounting  in  all  to   the  enormous 
sum  of  ^'4S,000  :  add  to  these  the  interest 
of  sk'54,0'00,  lent  him  in  1801,  out  of  the 
public  money,  without  any  consent  of  par- 
liament, *6"l?  700,     The  whole  amount  will 
then  be  ^^'50.700,  equal  to  the  poor's  rates 
ot   12.5  parishes,  or  the  assessed  taxes  of  i4<5 
parishes  !      He  is  also   ranger  of  two  parks 
and  warden  of  the  New  Forest.     Fr'>m  all 
these  the  patronage  he  enjoys  is  immense  j 
and  we  know  but  too  well   what  patronage 
is  worth," — (Here  a  great  noise  endued,  by 
the  approlaiion  of  many,  xind  liie  disappro- 
bation   of  a  feiv,  upon    the  subject   oj  this 
curious  statement.) 

The  Rev,  Mk.  Poulter,  amidst  the  his- 
ses and  hootings  of  the  assembly,  rose  to 
speak  to  order.  "  I  commend  tlie  zeal  of 
those  gentlemeii,"  said  he,  '•  who  hiss  before 
they  hear  what  I  am  going  to  say.  —I  or  any 
man  in  this  meeting  have  surely  a  right  to 
speak  to  order.  I  did  not  rise  sooner,  oa 
account  of  the  former  person  spoken  of  be- 
ing a  near  and  dear  relation  to  myself;  but  I 
beg  to  submit  to  you,  Mr.  Sheriff,  as  chair- 
man, whether  the  allusion  to  the  illusirious 
personage  just  spoken  of  by  the  gentle- 
man, be  relevant  or  not." 

The  voices  calling  out  "  Go  on,  Go  on, 
Mr.  Cobbett,"  were  so  numerous,  that  the 
high  sheriff  could  not  get  an  opportunity  of 
stating  his  opinion. 

Mr.  Cobbett  then  rose  again,  and  conti- 
nued— "  Gentlemen,  I  do  not  conceive  that 
I  was  in  the  .smallest  degree  out  of  order  j 
but  I  will  leave  this  subject  by  reteiring 
every  one  of  you,  as  I  have  done  the  pubJ  c 
at  large,  to  the  Statetnent  of  F  cis,  lately 
published  by  major  Hogan.  I  shall  now. 
Gentlemen,  conclude  with  the  expres- 
sion of  my  p:»riKular  wish,  that  those  who 
do  not  read  upon  such  subjects,  should 
know  that  we  have  an  absolute  right  to  peti- 
tion the  king.  Nothing  can  siay  this  right. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  king  p  osecul.^d 
persons  for  adJressmg  him  ."^nJ,  iet  me 
tell  you,  one  of  the  events  that  fuilowed  waa 
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the  dethronement  of  that  king  ;  another,  the 
appointment  of  a  successor  ;  and  a  third, 
thrt  passing  of  a  positive  law,  enacting 
and  estab^l^uing  the  right  of  the  Bubjoct  to 
peiilicn.  This  -ight  was  deciarad,  claimed, 
asbcrtcd,  and  enacted,  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
reij^n  of  William  and  Mary.  The  house  of 
lords  being  assembled,  hrst  d  cw  up  a  De- 
claration of  the  crimes  of  king  James,  stat- 
in"-, that  he  had  "  endcavoared  to  subvert 
and  extirpate  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this 
kingdom  ;  tirst,  by  assuming  illegal  powers;" 
and  second.  "  by  commiuing  and  prosecut- 
ing divers  worthy  prelates,  for  humbly  pe- 
titioning to  be  excused  from  concurring  to 
the  said  assurped  powers."  We  know,  from 
history,  that  they  afterwards  declared  what 
their  rights  and  liberties  should  be  here- 
after. They  claimed,  demanded,  and  insisted 
upon  them,  as  the  sole  condition  upon  which 
they  would  acknowledge  William  and  Mary  ; 
and  one  of  them  was  this  :  "  That  it  is  the 
"  Right  0/  thfiitt/ect  to  petition  the  King." 
This  is  one  amongst  the  express  conditions 
upon  \vl  ich  the  present  king's  family  were 
called  to  the  throne  Thev  bargained,  not 
pnly  for  ihe  preserving  of  those  rights 
/rorn  violation,  but  from  all  attemi^ts  \ip- 
on  them.  Such  is  the  language  of  the 
constitution  and  law  of  England,  and  upon 
this  strong  ground  it  is,  that  I  submit  to 
you.    Gentlemen,    the    I'ollowing    Address  : 

To  theKing'smost  Excellent  Majesty. 
*'   The  humble   Aadiess  and  Petition  of  ih-i 

"   Nolility,   Gentry,  Clergy,  Freeholders, 

"  and  Inhabitants  of  ihe  County  of  Soutk- 

*'  umpiun. 

"  J'/e.  your  majesty's  most  didijul  sniject<, 
"  the  m  lilily,  gentry,  clergy,  Jreekoldei  s, 
*'  and  inl.ahtants  of  the  county  of  South' 
*'  ainfjton,  humbly  approach  your  majesty 
"  with  an  expression  of  our  deep  regret  at 
"  the  Convention  lately  evtered  into  by  the 
"  commanders  of  your  majesty's  Jhrces  and 
"  the  connitander  of  the  French  forces  in 
"  Portiioal,  a  Convention  which  we  deem 
"  diigrace/ul  to  your  yniijesiy's  ar.ns,  great- 
"  hj  injurious  to  the  interest  of  this  nation^ 
"  and  still  more  injurious  to  the  interests 
*'  and  the  glorious  cause  of  your  majesty's 
"  faithful  allies,  now  engaged  in  a  perilous 
"  conflict  for  the  recovenj  and  preservation 
"  of  their  rights  and  liberties. — Mindful 
"  that  at  the  happy  period  when  those  laws 
"  were  made,  by  whiclt  your  majesty's  /a- 
"  mily  was  placed  upu't  ihe  throne  of  this 
**  kingdom,  it  was  claimed,  demanded,  and 
*'  insisted  upon,  sulemnli/  absented  to,  and 
"  kgally  enact'd,  that  it  tra.s  the  rig/it  of 
*'  the  subject  to  petition  the  king;  and  fully 
"  convinced  that  it  is  of  ihe  utmost  impor-    , 
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"  tance  tt   the  in  eservatiou  of  our  liberties, 

"  that  this  right  ihiuld  at  all  limes  'e  freely 

"  exercised  in  all  matters   of  public  griev- 

"  ance,  without  obstruction  or  repioof,  we 

"  humbly  prcu  that  your   majesty    will  be 

"  graciously  pleased  to  insfitule  such  un  In- 

'•  quiry  relative   to   the  said  Convention,  as 

"  will  secure  a  full  and  open  developcment 

"  of  the  real  causes  of  u  transaction,  tvhich 

"  has  brought   so  foul  a  stain  upon  the  hn- 

"  Jiour  of  our   counl'^n ,  and    has    rendered 

"  unavailing   the   valour  of  your    rnajesly'i 

"  troupi,  and  the  vast  p'Cuniary  sacrifices 

"  of  youi  faithful,   heavih;    burdened,   and 

"  patient  people.  And  this  a/ plication  lo  the 

"  justice  and  paternal  care  of  your  majesty 

"  we  deem  the  more  necessary  at  this   lime, 

"  because,    /luring   the   eventual    period   of 

"  the  last   fifteen  yeais,  various  enlerf^rizes 

"  and  expeditions   have  been   undertaken,  in 

"  n'hich  the  character  of  the  country  and  the 

"  honour   nf  your  majesty's  arms  were  con- 

"  cerned,  which  have  grievt)U.'>ly  foiled  and 

"  disappointed  the  hopes  and  expectations  of 

"  the  nation,  and  into  which   due  inquiry 

"  has  not  been  rnade." 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Baker  seconded  this 
Amenainent ;  by  sayJL'g,  that  he  would  nqc 
do  it  it  he  did  not  conceive  that  every  honest 
Englishmen  should  heartily  concur  in  it. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Poulter  next  offered  him- 
self to  the  meeting — "  Mr.  High  Sheiiff  and 
Gentlemen.  I  lise  for  the  purpo'^e  of  reply-, 
ing  to  some  ot  the  observations  \yhich  have 
fallen  from  the  individual  who  has  last  ad- 
dressed you.  In  doing  so  I  fee!  it  my  duty 
to  limit  myself  to  that  part  ot'  nis  arguments 
which  are  applicable  to  the  subject  tor  which 
we  are  convened,  and  which  sh.dl  serve  tq 
lea^!  to  the  question  before  us.  Much  stress 
has  been  laid  '.ipon  the  Answer  which  the 
corporation  of  the  City  of  London  has  re- 
ceived from  his  majesty. — An  endeavour  has 
been  made  to  prove,  that  it  gave  no  positive 
promise  of  an  acquiescence  in  the  object 
sought  by  the  address  ot"  that  corporation.  I 
contend  for  the  contrary  ;  and  feeling  as  J 
do,  that  his  majeslv's  Answer  on  that  point 
was  complete,  explici',  ini  satisfactory — 
CN9  !  No  I  Xo  !j — This  l-ing  my  opinion, 
[  am  not  bound  tu  refer  to  the  other  part  of 
that  Answer,  which  was  alone  applicable  to 
the  true  spirit  of  ti  e  Address.  In  that  Ad- 
dress was  introduced  extraneous  matter,  in 
my  mind  in  an  ill-advised,  in'emperate,  and 
indiscreet  manner.  To  lise  address  just  read, 
there  is,  I  contess,  no  such  objection,  inas- 
much as  it  limits  its  prayer  to  investigation, 
and  prays  for  justice  alone.  There  is  no  call 
for  jKmishment  before  investigation  is  insti- 
tuied,  as  in  the  Address  from  the  Citizens  of 
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London.  But,  with  the  answer  to  these  Citi- 
zens before  the  country,  lut  me  ask  the  ne- 
.•:essity  of  petitioring  <it  all  ?  Have  we  not 
the  highest  authority  in  the  kingdom  pledg- 
ed to  us,  that  an  inquiry  will  be  promptly 
instituted  inio  the  cau-tes  which  led  to  an 
event  "  that  has  disappointed  the  ho|)es  and 
expectntions  of  the  country  ?"  Could  T  for 
a  moment  believe  that  such  an  inquiry  would 
not  take  place,  there  is  no  man  in  this  as- 
sembly who  would  exen  his  utmost  efforts 
to  obtain  that  object  m  re  willingly  than 
myself. — Bur,  with  the  king's  Answer  before 
me^  1  must  declare  that  I  am  ?.atistied  on 
that  pofnt,  and,  therefore,  think  any  appli- 
cation to  the  thr.'ne,  for  that  which  is  alrea- 
dy promised,  quiie  unnecessary,  and  objec- 
tionable. In  calling  upon  this  meeting  to 
absain  from  an  unnecessary  address,  I  repose 
no  unjustiti.ible  confidence  in  either  his  ma- 
jesty's Answer  to  the  corporation  of  London, 
or  in  the  sincerity  of  his  ministers  ;  but  1 
call  upon  you  to  grant  to  a  public  instrument 
coming  ftom  such  high  authority,  the  same 
reliance  as  you  are  in  the  habit  of  observing 
in  '.he  oidinary  intercourse  of  life.  I  know 
that  it  has  been  asserted,  and  I  have  seen  it 
wiitten,  th.it  this  instrument  does  not  expli- 
citly or  ,mise  investigation.  In  order  to  re- 
move, ail  doubts  upon  tliat  point,  I  am  in 
possession  oi  a  fact  which  must  be  believed, 
if  I  am  entitled  to  the  common  credence  of 
hociety  :  I  therefore  declare,  in  the  most 
unqaalilied  manner,  and  am  contented  to  be 
branded  with  the  character  of  falsehood  and 
duplicity  if  it  prove  otherwise,  that  an  in- 
quiry is  not  only  determined  upon  and  about 
to  commence,  but  that  it  will  be. carried  on 
in  the  must  open  and  public  manner.  For 
this  information,  1  have  the  highest  autho- 
rity, though  not  tVom  one  of  the  cabinet, 
yet  from  a  gentleman  closely  connc^cted  with 
'and  holding  a  contidential  otfice  in,  tiie  ad- 
ministration.— This  authoiity  I  am  ready  to 
name  if  called  upjn.  (Xa/ne,  name,  name  ! ) 
In  obedience  to  the  wishe.i  of  this  meeting,  J 
will  name  my  authority,  but  beg  leave  to 
premise,  th:it  with  ministers  I  have  no  con- 
nection whatever,  although  much  attached  to 
them.  I  am  indebted  for  the  fact  to  which  I 
have  alluded  to  my  friend  and  neighboitr 
Mr.  Si  urges  Bourne  (Loud  bnighter, 
mixed  wiiil  dUapprubition).  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  observe  on  a  part  of  the  spi.-ech  of 
the  gentleman  who  preceded  ine,  with  pe- 
culiar satisfaction  ;  because  I  there  fully 
coincide  in  his  opinion.  Indeed,  to  dider 
Irora  a  roan  of  undoubted  talents,  a  power- 
ful and  argumentative  writer,  is  not  the  most 
gratifying  occurrence. — Those  great  qualities 
■I  am  always  ready  to  attribute   to  hi.n   (Mr. 
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Gobbett),  although  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
have  smarted  under  their  application. 
(Heart  hear  ! J  I  only  ask  in  return  tho 
same  right  to  form  my  <Avn  opinion,  which 
he  claims  for  himself,  and,  when  necessary, 
to  assert  it  manfully  and  without  constraint. 
That  (he  right  to  jjetition  our  sovereign 
is  a  great  paramount  privilege,  scoured 
by  law  to  the  subjects  of  this  country, 
is  what  J  trust  no  man  will  ever  pre- 
sume to  deny.  Were  that  birti.rigiit  of 
Britons  invaded,  most  cheerfully  would  f 
shed  the  last  drop  of  my  blood  to  recover 
and  to  re-assert  it.  But,  although  there .oan 
be  no  question  Qs  to  the  right,  there  may  be 
a  question  as  to  the  ex])ed;ency  of  exercising 
it.  It  is  because  I  deem  its  exercise  at  pre- 
sent inexpedient,  that  I  ojipose  the  resolution 
of  the  noble  lord,  and  the  Address  i,f  the  last 
speaker. — And,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  jf 
ever. there  was  a  part  of  the  royal  prerogative 
which  theconstitutiun  of  this  kingdom  treats 
with  most  delicacy,  it  is  that  very  part 
which  (he  proposed  Address  calls  in  question, 
namely,  the  conclusion  of  treaties  and  con- 
ventions and  the  appointment  of  officers. 
If  inclined,  I  could  also  speculate,  as  the 
friends  to  petitioning  have  done,  on  the 
specific  relation  and  general  tendency  of 
this  Convention,  which  has  been  so  much 
reprobated.  But  so  enamoured  am  I  of  fajr 
and  public  investigation,  that  I  will  abstain 
from  hypothetical  statements,  and  commit 
the  developement  of  the  facts  to  that  mili- 
tary tribunal,  which  isthe  onlyonenow  legal- 
ly competent  to  come  to  a  fair  decision  upon 
such  a  case.  Should  there,  from  such  deve- 
lopement, appear  circumstances  which  affect 
the  responsibility  of  his  majesty's  advisers, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  zeal  of  party, 
and  indeed  of  every  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture, will  institute,  witli  respect  to  them,  the 
fullest  parliamentary  investigation. — The  last 
speaker  has  attempted  to  impeach  the  cha- 
racter of  general  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley.  On 
that  point  J  put  myself  in  direct  opposition 
to  him  (Mr.  Cobbett).  Whether  that  distin- 
guished oivicer  fills  his  civil  situation  in  Ire- 
land with  advantage  to  the  public  I  shall  not 
stop  to  inquire.  I  am  not  in  possession  of 
any  means  to  form  an  opinion  upon  that 
subject.  I  am  confident  that  it  stands  as 
high  at  home,  as  in  the  country  where  he 
has  been  so  gallantly  serving.  If  it  should 
stand  ratlier  higher  in  Poriugal,  it  isbecause, 
amongst  his  brave  companions  in  arms,  his 
character  is  so  respected  ^md  established  th.at 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  charge  or  even  in- 
•sinuation  has  ever  presumed  to  app:o.ioh  ir, 
(Hear  !  Hear  !J  Ask  any  one  of  that  brave 
arnay  where  general  Sir  A.  Wellesley  was  to 
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be  fonnd  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  and  the 
answer  will  be,  "  in  the  hottest  of  the  tight." 
(Hear  !  Hear  !)  In  reviewing  the  conduct 
of  any  individual,  common  justice  enjoins 
us  not  to  anticipate  guilt,  nor  to  subject  ©ur 
judgments  to  the  influence  of  prejudice. 
And  surely  if  ever  there  >\as  a  body  more 
entitled,  not  alone  to  the  benefits  of  im- 
partiality, not  alone  to  your  protection  from 
prejudgment,  but  even  to  your  indulgence, 
they  are  those  military  and  np.val  men  who 
brave  every  danger,  submit  to  every  priva- 
tion, and  are  continually  risking  their  lives 
for  the  defence  of  your  interests,  and  the 
advancement  of  your  prosperity  and  glory. 
— (Hear!  Hear!) — Should  it  unfortunately 
happen,  that  a  disgraceful  event  should  oc- 
cur, such  as  has  taken  place  under  general 
Dalrymple, — (Not  fair,  exclaimed  Mr.  Ba- 
ker, to  accuse  one  officer,  in  order  to  screen 
the  other. J  I  do  not  accuse,  but  call  upon  you 
to  forbear  from  being  influenced  by  your 
prejudices,  and  to  wait  until  you  know  the 
result  of  the  inquiry  which  has  been  insti- 
tuted. With  respect  to  the  state  of  this 
country,  I  will  say  but  little.  I  admit  that 
every  possible  check  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
progress  of  coriuption.  In  fact  that  des- 
tructive stalking  horse,  and  I  do  believe, 
that  reform  is  in  a  course  «)f  proceeding — (A 
laugh.  No  !  No  !  No  !)  I  do  deprecate 
any  factious  attempt  to  alienate  the  people  at 
this  peculiar  crisis  from  the  executive  govern- 
ment 3  for  our  safety  must  depend  upon  our 
union  :  united  we  caunot  fall,  and  divided 
we  cannot  stand.  I  therefore  feel  it  iwy 
duty  to  propose  as  an  Amendment  to  the 
Resolution  proposed  by  the  Hoble  lord,  not 
an  adjournment,  but  a  motion  to  this  effect. 
That  notwithstanding  the  disappointmentex- 
perienced  throughout  the  country  in  conse- 
quence of  the  late  Convention,  yet,  that 
bis  majesty  having  already  pledged  himself 
to  institute  an  Inquiry,  it  is  expedient  on  the 
part  of  the  people  to  forbear  any  further 
interference  until  the  result  of  such  inquiry 
be  known. 

Mr.  PoRTALL. —  "  Gentlemen,  since  the 
Resolution  was  proposed  by  the  noble  lord, 
an  Amendment  has  been  submitted,  directly 
contrary  to  the  tendency  and  obiect  of  the 
former.  I'he  grounds  upon  which  this 
amendment  stands  are,  that  our  Address  is 
unnecessary — and  next,  that  by  our  inter- 
ference wc  are  guilty  of  prejudging.  To 
such  a  conclusion  I  never  can  subscribe  ; 
because]  am  impressed  irresistibly  with  the 
propriety  of  expressing  to  our  sovereign  our 
deep  regret  iluit  this  disgraceful  Convention 
should  ever  have  taken  place;  and  next, 
that  the  causes  which  led  to  this  slain   upon 


our  character  should  be  fully  and  openly 
developed.  What!  if  a  foul  murder  be  com- 
mitted, do  we  not  call  it  murder  ?  We 
certainly  do  :  and  shall  we  be  subjected  to 
the  imputation  of  prejudging,  because  we 
reprobate  a  Convention  which  all  admit 
to  be  disgraceful  to  the  British  name,  and 
prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  our  allies  ? 
Can  any  man  who  views  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  this  transaction,  deny  that  it  does 
fully  merit  all  the  reprobation  which  it  has 
received  ?  We  first  find,  that  the  Trench 
commander,  apprehensive  of  our  army  in 
Portugal  being  reinforced,  did  practice 
every  expedient,  by  collecting  his  whole 
force,  marching  out  from  his  entrench- 
ments, to  bring  the  British  troops  as  quickly 
as  possible  to  an  engagement.  Yet,  not- 
withstanding all  his  activity  and  address, 
he  is  completely  beaten  by  one  half  of  the 
British  force.  With  this  victorious  army, 
in  momentary  expectation  of  considerable 
reinforcements,  a  large  Portuguese  army 
co-operating  with  us,  in  a  country  hostile 
to  the  enemy,  almost  to  any  extreme  •£ 
vengeance,  what  was  to  be  expected  ? — 
Surely,  nothing  short  of  unconditional 
capitulation.  {Hear  !  Hear  I  Hear  '.)  Did 
any  man  dream  of  any  other  result  ?  (Heart 
Hear  !)  Yet,  the  very  next  day  after  this 
brilliant  victory,  we  learn  that  the  British 
commander  concluded  an  Armistice  or  pre- 
liminary treaty,  by  which  the  defeated 
French  army  was  to  be  conveyed  to  France 
in  British  ships,  there  to  be  immediately 
forwarded  to  fight  against  the  heroic  Spa- 
niards, engaged  as  they  are  in  the  most 
glorious  of  all  causes,  the  emancipation  of 
their  native  country  from  a  vile  and  base 
usurpation.  There  is  something  still  more 
extraordinary— our  commanders  gave  ma- 
numission and  pardon  to  all  the  traitors  in 
Portugal,  That  is,  we  have  marshalled  in 
that  country  a  depot  of  French  spies  kept 
under  British  protection,  and  guaranteed  by 
British  faith.  (Hear  I  hear!  hear  ! J 
Why,  insteadof  delivering  Portugal,  which 
was  our  object,  from  plunder  and  aggres- 
sion, we  have  delivered  the  French  army 
from  destruction,  in  order  to  afford  it 
fresh  opportunities  for  enterprise  and  hos- 
tility.— (Hear!  hear!).  I  have  not  men- 
tioned the  part  of  this  disgraceful  event, 
which  went  to  affect  the  interests,  nay, 
the  safety  of  our  Swedish  ally.  It  ii  not 
upon  an  occurrence  the  most  dark,  mys- 
terious and  inscrutable  that  ever  was  hatched, 
that  the  people  o(  England  eught  to  remain 
inert.  For  my  part,  I  never  will  by  my 
s  Icnce  become  a  foul  participator  in  this  act 
of  disaster  and  disgrace.     No)  I  contend 
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th:it  this  is  the  moment  when  the  people  of 
England  ought  to  declare  to  the  world,  the 
regret,  indignation,  and  mortification,  which 
tlv^y  feel  at  this  ignomini-ous  event — that 
wherever  the  poison  goes,  the  antidote 
should  follow.  (Hear!  hear!  hear!)  But, 
my  reverend  friend  tells  us,  that  inquiry  is 
promised  positively.  1  deny  it  in  toto  :  to 
be  sure,  there  is  in  the  Answer  to  tUe  corpo- 
ration of  London,  something  in  the  shnpe 
of  a  petty  composition,  from  which  such  an 
inference  may  be  extracted  ;  but  even  what 
kind  of  inquiry  is  that  ? — A  due  inquiry  ! 
What  is  a  due  inquiry  ?  The  ministers  will 
tell  you,  one  that  does  not  affect  us.  The 
generals  will  answer,  such  a  one  as  will 
acquit  us. — ("A  laugh.)  The  people  will 
frame  their  opinion  of  it,  as  it  accords  with 
their  particular  impressions  on  the  subject. 
But,  we  have  this  day  been  .  apprised,  from 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne,  that  it 
willbe  not  only  a  due,  but  a  public  inquiry. 
Now,  I  say,  that  if  we  had  Mr.  Sturges 
Bourne^  or  even  my  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
here,  a»d  if,  after  examination  and  re-ex 
amination,  we  could  extract  noother  infor- 
mation, I  would  not  be  satisfied.  Courts  of 
Inquiry,  or  Courts  Martial,  cannot  satisfy, 
because  they  cannot  embrace  the  deve- 
lopement  of  ail  the  causes  or  the 
conduct  of  all  the  persons  to  whom 
this  disgraceful  measure  may  probably  be 
attributable,  The  country  wants,  and  ought 
to  have,  a  full,  open,  and  parliamentary 
investigation.  The  opposers  of  the  Address 
argue,  that  the  inquiry  which  we  seek  is 
promised,  and  will  certaiiily  take  place.  If 
that  be  so^  if  we  only  ask  what  ministers 
are  disposed  to  give,  we  do  no  harm  by  our 
.interference,  nor  can  our  application  to  the 
throne  be  consideied  otrensive. — (Hear! 
Hear  !J — But,  v/hen  I  see  this  anxiety  to 
prevent  petitioning,  and  that  the?-e  exists 
in  a  certain  quarter  such  uneasiness  on  th;  t 
account,  my  suspicions  are  aroused  ;  [  doubc 
the  sincerity  of  the  promise,  and  thini*  \i 
the  duty  of  the  people  to  exercise  theii* 
invaluable  and  undoubted  righc. — ('Hlct  ! 
Hear  fj — The  people  of  this  country  ought 
not  to  remain  mactive,  because  the  city  of 
London  has  petitioned  and  received  an 
Answer.  That  great  body  may  be  far  our 
superiors  in  a  commercial  view,  but  that  is 
no  reason  for  our  acting  similarly  in  our 
plain  country  way. — ('A  L.iugh.) — It  is  upon 
these  grounds  that  I  consider  it  the  most 
joyt'ui  act  of  :iiy  life  to  support  the  Resolul.on 
proposed^  oecause  I  conceive,  by  so  doing, 
I  endeavour  to  rescue  my  country,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  world,  from  any  parcicipaticn 
jn^this  foul  transaction. 
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The  Amendment,  as  proposed  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Poulter,  was  then  read,  amidst 
strong  murmurs  of  disapproval,  and  was 
seconded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Garnet  ;  who 
considered  the  coantry  bound  by  every  tie  of 
gratitude  to  an  aged  and  venerable  monarch, 
to  await  the  fulfilment  of  his  gracious  pro- 
mise for  investigation. 

The  Sheriff  then  put  the  question  on 
the  Amendment,  as  proposed  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Poulter,  which  was  negatived  unani- 
mously, with  the  exception  of  about  fen 
persons  in  that  crowded  assembly.  The 
Resolution  of  Lord  Northesk  was  then 
unanimously  carried. 

Mr.  CoBBETT. — "  In  pursuance  of  the 
Resolution  novv  carried,  I  move.  That  the 
Address  and  Petition  read  by  me,  and  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Deputy  Sheriff*,  be  tha 
Address  and  Petition  of  this  meeting." 

A  desultory  conversation  then  took  place, 
in  which  it  was  considered  a  point  of  eti' 
f/uette  to  receive  'the  Address  from  the  pro- 
poser of  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  CoBBExr. — "  I  stand  here  in  the 
exercise  of  a  right,  and  cannot  wave  it  upon 
a  point  of  courtesy.  I  come  here  with  my 
neighbours,  the  slaves  of  no  party,  and  ia 
order  to  afford  to  independent  men  sn  op- 
portunity of  asserting  their  opinion.  In  jus- 
tice, therefore,  I  must  persevere  in  pressing 
the  motion  which  has  been  duly  put." 

The  Address  of  Lord  Northesk  was  then 
read,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Cobbett ;  and 
the  question  was  put,  which  of  them 
the  meeting  would  approve.  On  the  first 
shew  of  hands,  the  numbers  were  so  ba- 
lanced, that  the  High  Sheriff  could  not  de- 
cide. It  was  then  proposed,  that  they  should 
go  into  the  outer  hall  to  be  divided,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, several  departed.  Some  conver- 
sation took  place  between  the  two  parties. 
It  was  proposed  to  Mr.  Cobbett,  by  Lord 
Northesk's  friends,  to  appoint  a  committee 
for  the  purpose  of  combining  the  two  Ad- 
dresses, or  rather  forming  one  out  of  the 
two  3  but  Mr.  Cobbett  thought  proper  to 
decline  all  compromise.  The  Sheriff  pro- 
posed that  the  vote  t-hould  be  taken  upon 
t!)e  two  Addresses  by  the  holding  up  ofhats. 
Those  who  remained  in  court,  accordingly, 
heid  up  their  hats;  when  it  was  decided, 
that  the  m.ijority  were  in  favour  of  the  fol- 
lowing Address,  as  proposed  by  Lord  Nor- 
thesk. and  seconded  by  Sir  Thomas  Miller  : 

*'  To  THE  King's  Most  Ekcellfn-s 
"  M.\JirsTY. — M:\y  it  please  your  Majesty, 
"  — We,  your  Majesty's  most  datifuJ  and 
"  loyal  subjects,  the  nobility,  gentlemen, 
"  clergy,  freeholders,  and  'other  iiihabi- 
"  tanta,  of  the  county  of  SouthamptoiJ,  beg 
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"  leave  to  npproach  your  M.ijcsly's  iluone, 
5'  with  tiie  biiicfiesc  a.ssar.mccs  ot"  our  ze:i- 
"  lou.s  attachment  to  your  i(<yal  peisoii  and 
"  family;  and  knowins;  thai  your  Majesty's 
"  true  glory  is  inseparci.ilc  (Vom  that  ot  your 
"  people,  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  express 
"  pur  grief  aiui  regret  at  the  Convcinlion 
"  lately  entered  into  by  the  commanders  of 
'.'  your  Majesty's  toi*ces  in  Portugal,  andtlie 
"  commander  of  the  Frer.ch  army  in  Lis- 
"  bon  ;  and  further,  humbly  to  submit  to 
"  your  ^Majesty  our  earnest  and  anxious 
"  prayer,  that  your  Majesty  will  be  gra- 
*'  ciously  pleased  to  institute  such  full,  pub- 
**  lie,  and  effectual  Ii;quiry  iiito  this  traiis- 
"  action,  as  will  lend  to  the  discovery  of  all 
"  those  cause-,  which  have  produced  an  event 
*'  so  injurious  to  the  honour  of  this  country, 
*'  and  the  interest  of  the  allies." 

After  a  motion  of  thanks  to  the  High  She- 
rift"  for  his  upright  and  impartial  conduct, 
the  Meeting  dissolved. — Th,e  evening  con- 
cluded witii  dinners  at  the  George  and 
White  Hart  Inns.  —  Lord  Northesk's  friends 
(dined  at  ihe  former  3  Mr.  C;:obbeLl's  at  the 
latter. 

MAJOR    KOGAn's   ,\PPF.AL. 

TI;e  demand  for  this  Pamphlet  continues 
to  be  such  as  might  natiu>lly  be  expected 
from  the  extraortlinary  nature  of  the  case. 
It  appears  from  the  ad\ertiiiernent  to  the 
iifrh  edition,  that  no  less  than  50CO copies 
h.;\e  been  already  disposed  of.  Y/hat  an 
evidence  of  the  public  feeling,  and  of  the 
iiKcrest  which  this  produciion  is  cal'.ulaled 
to  excite  !  Sr  veral  attacks  have  been  pub- 
lished again>t  M.-^jor  Hogan,  inconsequence 
of  his  vigorous  A]jpeal.  I5ut  those  attacks 
appear  totally  unworthy  of  attention  ;  lor  it 
■would  be  i;lcon^i^tcut  wiili  that  genii  mean's 
character  and  judg;i:ent,  to  notice  wh:U  can- 
not make  the  Mlighie.st  iuipression  upon  any 
man  of  comnion  candour  or  common  sen-iC. 
To  t'lose  who  cominent  so  particiikniy  up  )n 
tl)e  final  Letter,  tie  publisher  very  properly 
oL)-erves,  "  that  that  letter  has  i)o  tomipc- 
"  lion  wi;h  ihe case  of  Major  Hi^g^n.  'ine 
"  case,  in  fact,  closes  tcjure  this  Utter  zt 
"  .preicnled ;  auvl  it  does  not  bear  in  a\)y 
"  d^-gree  upon  the  giounds  of»«hst  merito-- 
"  litnts  oiiicer'.s  complaint  ;  which  cum- 
"  plaint  rests  entirely  upon  documents,  the 
"  authenticity  of  which  is  quite  unquesiion- 
"  able  ;  i-.amely,  the  letters  of  the  Dui.e  of 
"  yo:k's  Colonel  Gordon." 

I'^-RHATA  i:)  the  last  Register,  p.  7C0. 
In     ti.'c  last  j.aragrnph    of  Major    Cart- 
wr'ght's   Letter,  read — e.vi'Ci.-liot'  ajvcrcign  j 
ancj,  supreme  exccuilvc  power. 
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CITY  OF  L<jKDON. 
Resolution    relative    to    the  Kixg's 

A  vsv/ER.   (See  the  Answer  at  p  646). 

On  'I'iiuisday,  the  27lh  of  October,  tl  c 
Common  Council  of  Lomlon  assembled  to 
receive  the  Answer  to  their  Address,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Convention  which  terminated 
the  campaign  in  Portugal.  Tlie  Recoider 
having  read  the  Answer  : 

Mr.  Waithman  rose  and  addressed  the 
court.  He  could,  he  said,  not  allow  thi.s 
Answer  to  pass  without  some  observations. 
Slating  it  at  the  same  time  to  be  his  inten- 
tion to  propose  such  a  Resolution  founded 
upon  it,  as  the  nnture  of  the  case  appearcd 
to  him  to  demand.  He  confessed  that  this 
was  a  .subject  of  some  delicacy,  and  it  was 
probable  he  would  hear  several  objections  to 
the  course  he  was  pursuing  from  the  gentle* 
man  o^^posite  (Mr.  S.  Dixon),  and  others, 
who  seemed  much  more  anxious  to  avoid 
whatever  might  be  disagreeable  to  the  crown, 
than  to  guard  the  rights  and  privileges  either 
of  the  dcmocratical  or  aristocratical  brar.ches 
of  our  constitution.  But  the  answer  was 
constitutionally  to  be  considered  as  that  of 
his  majesty's  advisers,  and  as  such  he  felt 
himself  perfectly  at  liberty  to  comment 
upon  it.  He  therefore  thought  it  unnecess- 
ary to  say  any  thing  further  on  that  point. 
VVith  regard  to  the  Answer  itself,  he 
certainly  thought  it  a  most  extraordinary 
one.-  He  conceived  that  the  corporation  of 
London  had  a  right  to  approach  the  throne 
W'ith  petitions  and  reinonstrances,  even  al- 
though his  majesty  might  have  expressed  an 
intention  of  adopting  such  proceedings  as 
they  might  recommend.  It  was  proper 
that  the  king  should  be  acquainted  with  tha 
state  of  public  opinion  on  all  occasions, 
whether  for  or  against  toe  measures  of  Ihe 
ministers,  and  it  was  tlie  duly,  as  well  as 
the  privilege  of  the  subject  to  give  that 
ii.fo'.mation  to  the  crown.  It  was  the  mode 
cstablislied  by  the  constitution,  for  convey- 
ing the  truth  to  the  car  of  the  sovereign,  in 
spite  of  the  mnchiiiations  of  those  around 
him  who  might  wish  tc  keep  him  in  dark- 
ness. This  was  not  a  right  conceded  by  the 
C! own  as  a  favour;  but  one  required  and 
demanded  at  the  Revolution  as  essential  to 
our  civil  liberties,  and  to  be  exercised  with- 
out obstruction  or  censure.  It  appeared 
frona  the  records  of  the  court,  that  they  had 
often  gone  up  wiih  petitions  and  re- 
monstrances to  the  throne,  drawn  up  in  ^ 
s'yleand  spirit  much  less  hr.mble  than  their 
late  Address,  and  yet  the  answers  had  not 
been  of  so  repulsive  a  description.  Rut  the 
degrading  reply  which  they  had  just  heard 
rcud,    they   had  oSrawii  upon  themselves  j . 
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and  if  it  liad  been  merely  a  severe  lecture  ^ 
up^an  rheir  past  conduct  he  owned  he  would 
not  have  been  sorry.  Daring  the  last  20 
years,  a  period  distinguished  tor  the  most 
momentous  occurrence's  that  ever  called  for 
the  in  erposition  of  any  body  of  men,  the 
court  of  common  council  had  scarcely  ever 
exercised  its  right  of  petitioning  or  re- 
monstrating, except  some  yearri  ago  on  the 
occasion  of  the  high  price  of  provisions, 
wheu  they  petitioned  for  co'ivening  tlie  par- 
liament. But  during  all  that  lime  they  not 
only  did  not  omit,  but  eagerly  sought  for 
occasions  of  congratulation.  They  were 
ever  forward  lo  shew  their  zeal  for  preroga- 
tive and  the  rights  cf  the  crown  ;  but  no 
anxiety  appeared  to  guard  the  privileges  of 
the  other  brandies  of  the  constitution. 
*'  The  glorious  independence  of  thecrown" 
V'os  the  constant  cry  ;  but  when  had  their 
voices  been  raised  fur  the  glorious  indepen- 
dence of  the  houses  of  lords  and  commons? 
Occasion  was  then  taken  in  the  answer,  to 
remind  the  corporation,  "that  it  was  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  of  British 
justice  to  pronounce  judgment  without 
previous  investigation."  How  it  was  possi- 
ble to  construe  the  Address,  so  as  to 
imagine  that  it  had  pronounced  judgment 
previous  to  investigation,  he  did  not  know. 
It  called  for  inquiry  certainly  ;  it  called  for 
punishment  on  the  guilty,  without  pretend- 
ing to  point  out  where  the  guilt  rested. 
That  was  the  matter  to  be  investigated  ;  and 
if  no  guilt  was  found,  then,  of  course 
there  could  be  no  punishment.  He  himself 
had  moved  a  petition  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
business  at  the  Helder  ;  and  this  was  op- 
posed on  the  ground  that  the  ministers  of 
the  crown  would  certainly  institute  one 
without  any  call  from  the  court.  A  worthy 
colleague  of  his  said,  that  the  motion  was 
unfortunately  full  of  truths,  but  then  it  was 
unnecessary.  Another  member  however 
moved  a  resohition,  that  the  motion  was  a 
disgrace  to  the  court,  and  an  insult  to  the 
cro.vn,  and,  incredible  as  it  might  appear, 
the  court  v/as  so  constituted  at  that  time 
tbni  he  carritd  it.  '  From  the  nods  and 
gestures  of  t!ie  gentleman  opposite  (S. 
Dixon),  he  supposed  he  would  have  done 
the  same  thing  with  respect  tfo  the  last 
Address,  if  hq  durst  have  done  it.  When 
we  were  told  that  the  church  and  our  hoiy 
religion  were  in  danger,  the  court  went  up 
with  an  Address,  although  the  danger,  sup- 
posing there  had  been  any,  was  known  to 
beovtr,  for  his  majesty  had  by  that  time 
dismissed  his  then  ministers,  and  chosen 
the  prv^eiU  "  No  Popery  "  administration. 
That  gentleman  had  then  no  objection  to  go 
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up  with  what,  according  to  his  principles, 
might  be  called  an  nnnjces'>ar)'  address,  and 
yet  he  treated  this  subject  with  levity.  How, 
in  the  prese'jt  circumstances  of  the  country, 
a  matier  of  this  importance  could  be  so 
treated  by  a  person  in  his  senses,  he  was  at 
a  'os3  lo  coirceive.  When  our  arms  by  land 
were  attended  with  such,  constant  disasters, 
and  these  sometin^es  following  victories,  it 
was  time  to  exercise  our  con>tituiionai  pri- 
vileges of  peiitioning  for  inquiries  with 
vigour  and  perseverance.  But  it  was  said, 
"  that  recent  circumstances  might  have 
convinced  us  that  his  majesty  was  at  all 
times  ready  to  institute  inquiries,  on  oc- 
casions in  which  the  character  of  ihe 
country,  or  the  honour  of  his  arms  were 
concerned  :  and  that  the  interposition  of 
the  city  of  London  was  unnecessary."  He 
supposed  the  allusion  must  be  to  general 
Whitelocke  and  sir  FI.  Popham.  But  yet  it 
was  perfectly  well  known,  that  though  the 
greatest  attention  and  ingenuity  had  been 
shewn  in  squeezing  money  out  of  the 
pock. ts  of  the  people,  it  was  found  almost 
impossible  to  prevent  the  embezzling  of 
tlieir  property,  or  lo  get  the  orfenders 
brought  to  justice.  The  strongest  atteuipts 
had  been  made  to  prevent  tlie  bringing  of 
lord  Melville  to  trial  ;  and  the  business  of 
Alex.  Davison  had  not  as  yet  been  publicly 
investigated.  He  had  been  told  that  mi- 
nisters would  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
business  at  the  Helder,  but  no  investigation 
had  taken  place  :  and  would  they  be  more 
earnest  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
causes  of  the  Convention  which  they  had 
ancouijced  as  a  victory,  than  into  the 
business  of  the  Helder,  which  had  been 
allowed  to  be  a  great  calamity  ?  The  situ- 
ation of  the  army  in  Plolland  had  bee;n, 
according,  to  the  account  of  otlicers  vvho 
were  there,  the  most  horrid  that  could  well 
be  imagined  :  men  perishing  in  the  snow, 
amidst  plains  where  they  could  have  no 
shelter,  with  other  circumstances  almost  too- 
shocking  to  describe.  Yet  no  investigation 
had  taken  place  into  the  causes  of  the  eva- 
cuation of  Holland.  What  need  he  men- 
tion the  ca«e  of  Quiberon,  wheie  arms  for 
26,000  had  be.-n  de:!ivered  by  us,  and  after- 
wards turned  against  ourselves  >  What  need, 
he  mention  the  alTair  at  Ferrol,  where  the 
inhabitants  were  seen  coming  out  humbly 
with  the  keys  by  lS,Oil)0  men  who  had 
landed,  as  if  t©  take  a  survey,  but  where 
the  keys  being  taken  for  guns,  t!ie  whola 
army  was  hastily  embarked?  No  inquiry 
has  been  instituted  into  these  disastro  i>» 
events.  Expensive  expeditions  were  evcy 
nov."  and  then  uropojed^  trusting   to   cl  an:e 
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for  an  obiect ;  and  were  the  people  who  bore 
the  expence  to  be  obstructed  and  reproved 
for  calling  for  investigation  as  to  the  misma- 
nagement of  these  expeditions  ?  Many  other 
eases  might  be  mentioned,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary. As  to  general  Whitelocke,  it  was  not 
to  this  day  known  who  had  procured  his  ap- 
pointment. All  that  was  known  was  that  he 
had  been  appointed  under  one  administration, 
and  brought  to  trial  by  another.  Sir  H. 
Popham  had  been  appointed  by  one,  brought 
to  trial  by  another,  and  after  being  repri- 
manded by  a  court-martial,  was  again  taken 
into  favour  by  a  third.  Lord  Melville,  to  be 
sure,  had  been  acquitted— very  properly,  no 
doubt — he  could  not  now  contest  that  — but, 
notwithstanding  the  very  considerable  mino- 
rity against  him,  and  the  resolution  on  the 
journals  of  the  house  of  commons,  he  was 
taken  into  favour  at  court,  and  had  a  consi- 
derable share  in  advising  the  measures  of 
the  present  administration.  If  the  same 
system  were  pursued  in  our  army  as  in  our 
navy,  the  same  consequences  would  follow. 
The  men  were  the  same  ;  the  difference  was 
only  in  the  way  of  managing  them.  Sensi- 
ble of  the  importance  of  promoting  in- 
quiries by  every  possible  means,  he  could 
not  but  "think  the  answer  fo  the  petition  of 
the  city  of  London  very  ill-judged,  to  say 
the  least  of  it.  He  would  therefore  move 
the  following  RESOLUTION,  viz. — 

Resolved. — Thai  his  majesty  sAnstver  le  en- 
tered upon  the  Journals.  That  at  the  same 
time  this  court  cannot  forbear  declaring  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  the  Address  and  Petition 
presented  te  his  mnjpsty  ly  this  court,  on  JVcd- 
nesdey,  the  Vlth  instant,  was  conceived  in 
the  most  dutiful  and  respectful  terms  ;  that 
it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  sulject  to 
petition,  and  that  this  right  ought  at  all 
times  to  be  freely  exercised  in  all  matters  of 
public  grievance  without  obstruction  or  re- 
proof.— That  they  are,  therefore,  at  a  loss 
to  know  by  what  construction  of  their  said 
Petition,  however  strained  or  perverted,  his 
majesty's  advisers  could  attribute  to  them 
any  intention  or  desire  '  to  pronounce  judg- 
ment without  previous  investigation.' — That 
thy  are  equally  at  a  loss  to  know  why  his 
7n/ijesty\  advisers  should  have  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary to  remind  them,  '  That  it  was  incon- 
tistent  with  the  principles  of  British  Justice,' 
unless  to  throw  an  unmerited  odium  on  this 
cnr/jorntion,  and  raise  a  barrier  between 
them  and  the  down,  on  all  \>ccasions  where 
their  object  is  free  and  constitutional  inquiry. 
— Thai  had  this  court  refrained  from  e:e/)rcss- 
ing  to  his  majesty  their  feelings  at  the  humi- 
lintirg  tenninction  of  the  cambaign  in  Por- 
tugal, they  THusi  have  ceased  tojcel — to  think 
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— to  act  as  Britons,  and  have  shetrn  them- 
selves unsusceptible  of  that  patriotism  so  es- 
sentially necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
their  liberties — the  maintenance  of  their  na- 
tional honour — and  the  independence  and  se- 
curity of  his  majesty's  crowu  and  dominions. 
—  They  cannot,  therefore,  sitfficientbf  express 
their  cnncein,  that  they  should,  by  any  sug- 
gestions, have  met  with  obstruction  and  re- 
prehension in  the  exercise  of  this  undoubted 
and  invaluable  right. — That  they  particular- 
ly regret  that  his  majesty  should  have  beert 
advised  to  express  a  hope,  '  That  recent  9C- 
currences  would  have  convinced  them,  that 
his  majesty  is,  at  all  times,  ready  to  institute 
inquiries  on  occasions  in  which  the  character 
of  the  country,  or  the  honour  of  his  arms  is 
concerned ;  and  that  the  interposition  of  the 
city  of  London  could  not  be  necessary  for  in- 
ducing his  majesty  to  direct  due  inquiry  into 
a  transaction  which  had  disajypointed  tfie 
hopes  and  expectations  of  the  nation.' — Be- 
cause it  appears,  that  during  the  eventful 
period  of  the  last  ]  5  years,  various  enter- 
prises and  expeditions  have  been  undertaken, 
'  in  which  the  character  of  the  country,  and 
the  honour  of  his  majesty's  arms  were  con- 
cerned,' which  have  grievously  failed,  and 
'  disappointed  the  hopes  and  expectations  of 
the  nation,'  and  into  which  '  due  inquiry,' 
has  not  been  made.  That  in  one  of  the  recent 
occurrences  to  which  his  majesty's  Answer  re- 
fers it  is  not  known,  even  at  tjie  present  mo- 
ment, by  whose  advice  the  commander  in- 
chief  was  appointed,  or  on  what  account  such 
commander  was  selected  — That  during  all 
these  calamitous  events,  and  wasteful  profu- 
sion of  blood  and  treasure,  the  public  bur- 
thens have  been  patiently  borne,  and  his  ma^ 
jesty  has  not  been  called  upon  by  '  the  inter- 
position of  the  city  of  London'  (if  their 
humble  supplication  must  be  so  termed)  to  in- 
stitute inquiries  into  t hese failures  ;  althoug/i 
it  appears  to  them  that  suck  '  interposition 
might  have  been  highly  ncc-essary  and  bene- 
ficial to  the  country,  and  by  promoting  '  due 
inquiry'  precluded  the  necessity  of  their  late 
application. — That  during  these  unhappy  re- 
verses, and  while  his  majesty's  subjects  sub- 
mitted to  so  many  privations,  the  most  shame- 
ful and  scandalous  abuses  and  peculations 
have  prevailed;  into  which  '  due  inquiry' 
has  not  been  made  so  as  to  bring  to  justice 
such  great  public  delinquents. — That  whoever 
advised  his  majtsty  to  put  so  unfavourable 
and  umvarrantablc  a  construction  on  their 
late  Pelitwn,  has  abused  the  confidence  of 
his  sovereign,  and  is  equally  an  enemy  to  his 
maji'sty  and  the  just  rights  of  his  people. — 
That  they  do  not  attribute  guilt  to  any  on^ 
much  less  do  they  fjronounce  judgment    with* 
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out  previous  investigation 
vestigation,  prompt  and   rigid  investigation, 
and  the  punishment  of  guilt  luhercver  it  may 
be  found. 

Mr.  S.  Dixon  insisted,  that  the  Answer 
ought  to  be  entered  separately,  and  asked 
the  recorder,  whether  this  was  not  the 
usual  practice  ?  The  recorder  replied,  that 
it  was  the  practice  to  propose  the  motion 
for  entering  the  Answer  separately  tirst ; 
and  if  any  thing  was  intended  to  be  added, 
to  move  it  as  an  amendment. — Mr.  Waith- 
man  observed,  that  he  would  contend  against 
all  the  lawyers  in  Westminster  Hall,  that 
the  court  might  do  as  it  pleased,  as  there 
was  no  standing  older  on  the  point.  This 
was  at  any  rate  an  extraordinary  occasion, 
and  required  an  extraordinary  proceeding. 

Mr.  QuiN  said,  that  he  offered  himself 
to  the  notice  of  the  court,  divested  of  all 
prejudice   either   for  or   against   ministers. 
Of  many  of  their  great  foreign  measures  he 
approved  ;  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  say  so 
much  for  their  domestic   proceedings.     He 
appeared  simply  as  a  representative  of  the 
citizens  of  London,  to  guard  their  honour 
and  protect  their  privileges  as  far  as  lay  in 
his  power.     The  answer  to  the  Address  was 
undoubtedly  to  be  regarded  as  that  of  the 
ministers,  since,   constitutionally   speaking, 
the  king  could  do  no  wrong.     The  sources 
of  the  prerogative  were  so  pure,  that  it  was 
given  only  for  the  good  of  the  people.     It 
was  then  the  answer  of  the  ministers,  and 
he  believed  it  might  be  considered  as  the 
answer  of  the  noble  lord,  by  whom  it  was 
delivered.     That  was  a  melancholy  day  for 
the  court  in  one  sense,  but  it  was  a  glorious 
one  in  another.     They  had  left  their  own 
place  of  meeting  to  tell  the  truth  j  they  had 
left  the   advisers  of  the   answer,  not  with 
sorrow,    but  disdain   and   contempt.     The 
cause   for  which  they  had  petitioned   was 
great  and  noble.    They  had  done  their  duty 
in  presenting  the   address  :    the   shame  of 
the  answer  rested  with  others.     There  were 
three  points  in  that  answer,  which  appeared 
to  him  to  call  particularly  for  animadversion. 
In  the  first  place,  he  should  have  thought 
that  it  was  unnecessary  to  tell  the  corporation 
of  London,  "  that  it  was  inconsistent  with 
the   principles  of  the  British  constitution  to 
pronounce   judgment   without  previous  in- 
vestigation."    This  was  a  truism  with  which 
every  one  was  acquainted ;  and  if  the  an- 
swer  should   appear   without   the  address, 
posterity  would  be  apt  to  think  the  common 
council    of  this   day    destitute  of  common 
sense.     But  perhaps  it  was  thought  that  the 
opinion  of  the  corporation  on  the  transac- 
tions in  Portugal  had  been  too  strongly  ex- 
pressed 3  but  could  this  be  the  case  with  re- 
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was  stated  in  th« 
concluding  part  of  the  answer  itself,  "  to 
have  disappointed  the  hopes  and  expectations 
of  the  nation  :  "  The  second  point  wa3 
the  observation,  that,  "  recent  occurrences 
might  have  convinced  the  city,  that  his  ma- 
jesty was  at  all  times  ready  to  institute  in- 
quiries." An  investigation  had  indeed  taken 
place  in  the  case  of  sir  Robert  Calder,  whose 
old  age  had  been  rendered  miserable  by  a 
sentence  severe  in  any  view  of  the  matter  j 
but  most  severe  when  contrasted  with  the 
easy  escape  of  many  others.  Did  the  noble 
lord,  who  delivered  the  answer,  recollect  the 
transactions  of  the  last  fifteen  years  ?  Did 
he  recollect  the  retreat  at  Dunkirk,  and  his 
own  projected  march  to  Paris  ?  In  looking 
at  these  events  and  their  consequences,  did 
is  not  appear  necessary  to  call  for  inquiry  ? 
The  royal  duke  at  Dunkirk  commanded 
40,000  men.  It  was  discovered  at  length 
that  heavy  artillery  was  wanted  ;  and  when 
thii  was  sent,  it  was  found  that  the  balls  did 
not  suit  the  calibres.  Why  was  there  no  in- 
quiry into  all  this  ?  When  Holland  was 
evacuated,  the  army  had  in  December  per- 
formed a  march  of  ten  weeks  to  Bremen — a 
thing  in  them  equal  to  the  retreat  of  the  ten 
thousand  ;  and  all  this  while  the  royal  duke 
was  at  head-quarters  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. On  another  occasion,  when  an  expe- 
dition was  sent  into  Holland,  it  was  found 
that  the  army  wanted  a  commander,  the 
royal  duke  being  in  London.  The  command 
was  taken  by  one  who  had  since  gloriously 
fallen  in  his  country's  cause  (Abercrombie) 
and  success  attended  his  course.  The  royal 
dake  at  length  arrived  :  he  had  50,000  men 
under  his  command  j  the  conclusion  was  a 
capitulation,  with  a  stipulation  to  deliver  up 
8000  French  captives,  and  these  their  best 
seamen  I  Why  was  there  no  inquiry  into 
this  ?  Why  was  there  no  inquiry  into  the 
causes  of  the  failure  of  Ferrol  ?  Our  sol- 
diers were  of  the  same  character  with  our 
seamen  5  but  the  effects  of  their  exertions 
were  constantly  liable  to  be  tarnished  by  the 
mischievous  system  of  secret  courts  of  in- 
quiry instead  of  open  courts-martial.  The 
third  point  was,  ''  that  the  interposition  of 
the  city  of  London  was  unnecessary."  What 
strange  crime  did  the  noble  lord  suppose 
the  city  to  have  committed  by  this  interposi- 
tion ?  Other  places,  however,  in  spite  of 
his  intended  check,  hai  chosen  to  partake 
in  the  guilt.  Winchester  had  interposed  — 
so  had  Westminster,  Berkshire,  kc.  In 
1621  the  parliament  remonstrated  with 
James  I.*  who  had  come  from  Scotland  re- 

I       *  See  Cobbeti's  Parliamentary  History  of 
England,  Vol.  I.  p.  1338. 
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plete  with  despotic  notions,  about  the  s}stem 
of  policy  which  he  pursued.     The  reply  was, 
"  that  ihe  parliament  ouj^ht  not  to  interpose 
in  any    prerogative  natter,  except  the  kinjj 
vas  pleased  to  desire  it."     This    prer(.gatjve 
extended   to  all  points  of  the  king's  rublic 
duty.     Su'  h  was  the  notion  of  the   tight  of 
interposition  under  the  Stuarts  ;  and  the  no- 
ble lord   who  dehvM-ed  the  answer  i-.ppv-ared 
to  have  taken   his  ide.'.s  on   the  subj^cL  from 
this  soii'cc.     The  rity  ot  London,  therefore, 
cught    not    to  interpose   unless  his   majesty 
\va>  pleased  to  desire  it  !      But  it  ought  to  be 
recoH'.'Cied,    that    these   d.^spotic    principles 
<irovo  the  Stuarts  from  the  throne.  Had  Mag- 
Da  Charts — had  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  the 
other  great  documents  securing  our  liberties, 
been    forj,otten  ?   Had  tiie  noble  lord  looked 
at  the  first  of  William,  where  the    right  to 
petition    was  recognized  ?    In  Russia  a  regu- 
lation had  once  been  tna'le,  that  no  petition 
•was  to  be  presented  in  the  first  instance,  ex- 
cept to  a  minister.     It   vvas  then  to  be  pre- 
sented to  a  second  j  aiid   lastly,  it   might  be 
presented   to  the    sovereign    himself,  but   it 
was  at   the  peril  of  the  life  of  the  petition- 
er.    Were  we  to  be  driven  to  this  pass  ?    In 
the   reigns  of  Henry  and    Elizabeth,  ever 
■while  the  constitution  was  flnjiting  between 
life  and  death,   the  answers  were  less  insult- 
ing than   that  now  read.     Even  Charles  the 
first   had  treated   the  Remonstrance    of    the 
City  of    London    with    more    respect      To 
keep  the  trutii  froui  the  ear  of  the  sovereign 
was  il'.e  surest  way  to  bring  a   government 
into  CO  itempt.     This    had    lately    been  ex- 
ensphfied  in  the  case  of  Spain.     We  ojght 
to  learn  wisdom -from  expciience.     The  mi- 
nisters  received    fia'tery    with    smiles,    but 
turned  up  their  noses  to  the   truth.     It  be- 
came  the  court,    iiowever,    to  have   a    chie 
sense  of  its  own  dignity,  and   to  act  as  be- 
came the  represputativcs  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, not  with  a  view  of  pleasing  any  minis- 
ters, but  with  a  single  eye  to  the  common 
weal.     This,  he  hoped,  it   would  do   on  the 
present  occasion.     The  whole  of  ihe  motion 
of  his   worthy   friend  had   his  hearty   con- 
currence. 

Mr.  DixoN'  said,  that  no  person  conld 
be  more  anxious  than  he  was  to  sup 
port  the  dignity  of  that  court,  but,  at 
tke  same  time,  he  wa«  anxious  not  to  de- 
tract from  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and 
the  respect  it  was  entitled  to  receive  from 
every  denomination  of  the  subjects  of  these 
realms.     The  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just 


sat  down  had  informed  the  court,  that  their 
Addies-es  went  in  general  to  tell  his  majesty 
what  liC  alrei'dy  we)l  knew,  naiuely,  ol   the 
attachment  of  that  couii    to  his  crown    and 
dignity.       Ihe   hon.    gentleman,    howeverj, 
with    ah  h.s    de.cl:  maiion,     had    only  told 
the  court  what  they  already  knew,  and  what 
a  hoy  at    .school  deserved    to  be  whipt  it  lie 
did  not  know.     The  otiier   genJeman    had, 
as  usual,  been  lavish  (ji  his   abuse  of  him. 
He  lorgave  him  for  it  on  this  day,  (H  every 
day  past,  and  on  every  day  to  come  ;  oW  ho 
b<.ggcd  of    that    gentleman  was,     that    he 
would   never   pnaise  him !    He   contendedji 
tliat  It   had   been    the  invariable  practice  of 
that  court,  on  every  occasion  wljen  an  Ans- 
wer to  an  Address  was   received   liom    higi 
majesty,  to   move  simply  that  — the  answer 
be  eniered  on  the  journals  of  the  court ;  and 
if  any    declaration   were    meant    to  .-ccom- 
pany   the  answer,  then   to  move  sucli  reso- 
lution,    as  an  addition  or  amendnient  to  the 
criginal  resolution.     He  read  a  case  in  point, 
to  shew    that  this  had  been  the  practice.     It 
was  not  his    intention,  at  prefcnt,    to  enter 
into   the    merits  of    the    resolution ;  with- 
out   signifying    either    assent  or  disappro- 
bation    to   the  terms    of    that    resolution, 
he  should  content  himself  with  now  moving, 
that  the   whole  of  the  resolution   after   the 
word  "  that '!  be  omitied  for  the  purpose  of 
insertingthe  words  "  that  his  majesty's  most 
"  gracious  Answer  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
"  iials  of  the  court."     After  this  resolution 
should  h;4ve  been  agreed  to,   it  would  still  be 
ill  the  power  of  the   hon.  gentleman   to  fol- 
low it  up  with  his  present  resolution,  nr  any 
other  which  he  might  think  proper  to  pro- 
pose. 

The  Recorder  here  again  read  the  original 
and  amended  resolutions.  In  doing  so  he  by 
a  lapbus  described  his  majesty's  siiswer  za 
"  grievous  "  instead  of  "  gracious,"  and 
thereby  occasioned  considerable  laughter  in 
the  court, 

Mr.  Alderman  Birch  appealed  to  the  so- 
lid sense  and  good  understanding  of  the 
court,  and  hoped  they  would  not  allow 
themselves,  in  the  heat  of  the  moment,  to 
pass  a  resolution  which  they  might  after- 
wards look  at  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
regret.  The  resolution  bore  that  it  was  the 
privilege  of  the  court,  and  of  the  subject! 
of  these  kingdoms  in  general,  to  approach 
the  throne  wiihont  obsiruciionj  and  with- 
out reproof. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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-Burke:   Letter 


"    It  is  true,  that  some  men  have  beea  kicked  into  cour;ie;-=: ;  and  this  is  no  ba;!  hint  to  rive  to^thosc  v.lio  ar» 
'•   too  forward  and  liberal  in  bestowing  insults  and  outraijes  on  then  passive  companions."— p-'"""-  •    ' -""^ 
I.  Regicide  I'eace. 
73/]  __ — 


SUMMARY   OF   POLITICS. 

Convention  in  Portugal. From  a 

question  of  a  mere  military  nature,  enm- 
bracing  the  conduct,  the  merits,  or  the  de- 
merits, of  Sir  Arlhar  Wellesley,  Sir  Harry 
Burrard,  and  Sir  Hew  Dalryrnple,  this  hris, 
in  consequence  of  llie  suL-.^equent  conduct 
of  the  muiisters,  grown  into  ;i  question  of 
great  yjolirical  importance.  From  the  first, 
from  the  tardy  reluctant  publication  of  the 
Extraordinary  Gazette,  and  especially  from 
the  partial  manner,  in  which  that  publication 
was  made,  it  became  evident,  that  the  mi- 
nisters, though  they  had  not  the  courage  to 
defend  the  Convention,  had  determined  to 
screen,  if  in  their  power  ;  had  determined 
to  endeavour  to  screen,  their  colleague, 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  5  and,  from  the  mo- 
ment that  the  citizens  of  London  received 
the  rebuking  Answer,  all  men  were  con- 
vinced, that  the  king  had  been  advised  lo 
act  in  conformity  with  that  determination. 
It  then  became  a  clear  question,  whether 
the  ministry  had  the  power  of  defeating  the 
wishes  of  the  whole  nation,  or  not.  The 
nation,  with  voice  unanimous  ;  with  an 
^inanimity  as  perfect  as  that  ot  their  sorrow 
for  the  death  of  Lord  Nelson  ;  with  such 
an  unanimity,  the  nation  declared  the  Con- 
vention to  be  infamous,  and  with  a  like 
unanimity,  they  called  for  a  speedy,  fair, 
impartial,  and  open  trial  of  those,  who  had 
made  that  Convention,  w'ho  had  done  the 
deed,  which  they  deemed  to  be  infamous. 
Such,  and  no  man  will  attempt  to  deny  it, 
were  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  whole 
Dation  3  feelings  and  wislies  entirely  uncon- 
nected with  any  motives  of  a  party  or  political 
nature.  Having  but  too  much  reason, 
however,  to  suspect,  that  the  ministers, 
from  motives  of  ti^eir  own,  wished  and  in- 
tended to  screen  one,  al  ie.ist,  of  the  partii-s 
concerned  in  making  ;iie  Convention,  that 
part  of  the  nation,  which  generally  takes 
the  lead  upon  such  occasions,  appeased  to 
the  justice  of  the  kiiig  himself;  i.iiu  bc^e 
hiin,  in  language  and  manner  tiie  n^if 
respectful  and  humble  that  could  p.ossil)iy 
be  conceived,  a  statement  of  the-aaii'*ii's 
wrongs,  to  which  they  added  a  prayer,  that 
he  would  take  measurt?s  to  do  it  justice. 
To  this  thev  received  an  an.swcr   of    reuuk^ 


f)r  what  was  called  their  unnecessary  inter- 
position ;  and,  they  received  no  positive 
assuni.nce,  that  even  an  inquiry  of  any  sort 
should  take  place,  much  less  an  assurance, 
that  such  an  inquiry,  that  an  inquiry  of  a 
kind  calculated  to  insure  them  justice, 
should  be  instituted.  Here,  then,  the  mi- 
nisters and  the  people  were  at  issue.  The 
question  now  became,  whether  the  mi- 
nisters were  able  to  do  that  which  the  v^holo 
nation  disapproved  of,  or  not  ;-*wh!(.h  ques- 
tion still  remains  to  be   determined. A 

COURT  OF  INQUIRY  is,  indeed,  said 
to  have  been  ordered  ;  that  is  to  say,  an 
inquiry  to  settle  the  question,  whether  there 
le  any  grounds  for  putting  the  parties  upcn 
their' t'ial.  This  is  something  gained  by 
the  people  and  the  press  from,  a  ministry, 
who  had  caused  a  firing  of  cannon  and  aa 
illuminating  of  houses  at  the  receipt  of  the 
intelligence  of  the  Convention  ;  this  is 
something  gained  from  those,  who,  from 
the  outset,  appeared  resolved  to  screen  one, 
if  not  all,  the  parties,  concerned  in  making 
the  Convention.  But,  it  is  not  what  thff 
nation  wished  and  expected.  It  is  only  in 
cases  where  there  exist  slight  grounds  to 
presume  guilt,  that  Courts  of  Inquiry  are 
held  ;  and  the  only  use  of  such  courts,  is, 
to  save  unnecessary  troulle  ;  to  save  tlie 
trouble  of  putti:'g  upon  their  trial  persons, 
against  whom  th.ere  appears  to  exist  no 
e\idence  of  guilt  worthy  of  attention.  In 
the  case  of  Sir  Robbrt  Calder,  wIid 
with  an  inferior  force,  beat  the  enemy  and 
took  two  of  tiieir  ships,  the  delicate  mode 
of  a  previous  inc^iiry  was  not  adopted.  In 
the  case  of  CoLO^EL  Cochran?.  John- 
ston r,  ngainst  whom  not  a  particle  of 
evideu'^e  tending  to  ciiniinate  him  was  pro- 
duced :  wlio  was  not  only  not  proved  gmliv 
of  any,  even  t'-^e  shgl-.test  otfence,  but  u  Ik> 
proved  himsi-lf  to  Le  imiccrnt  of  eve-y 
charge  that  h;id  been  hatched  and  bred  up' 
against  him  ;  in  the  case  cf  this  gentle- 
man, the  DuJie  of  York  did  not  .  dvise  th^i 
king  to  institute  a  previous  Court  of  in- 
quiry. Colontl-  Cochrane  Johnstone,  who 
proved  nil  and  every  ons  of  the  aiiega; ion  « 
again-^t  him  to  be  taise  and  maiiciou-.-.  was 
Si-nt,  at  once,  before  a  COUKl"'  MAR- 
TIAL,  where   th^   niembeij  ais  j.x-./ .v   lUd 
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where  witnesses  are  examined  upon  their 
nnih^.  The  deliciite,  hDnonr-saving  mode 
of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  \v.)s  not,  in  this  gen- 
tleman's case,  thought  iiecessru y  ;  and,  I 
^hould  be  glad  (oknow  what  there  is  to  jus- 
tify this  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  present 
instance.  It  was  made  evident  in  the  sequel, 
that  (here  was  no  wish  to  spare  Colonel 
Cochrane  Johnst»ne  ;  it  was  equiUy evident, 
that  there  was  no  wish  to  spare  Sir  Robert 
Cakicr;  and,  indeed,  unless  there  be  a  wish 
to  spare,  there  appears,  in  cases  of  impor- 
tance, no  reason  whatever  for  a  previous 
Couit  of  Inquiry.  Of  such  a  court  the  mem- 
bers are  not  sworn  ;  the  witnes-es  are  not 
sworn;  the  public  are  not  admitted;  all  is 
secret  ;  and,  at  last,  a  report,  decidecl  on  by 
the  inajimiy,  without  liabihty  to  public prn- 
tL'st,  is  drawn  up  and  laid  before  the  king, 
upon  which  report  n  Cx)urt-martial  is  order- 
ed, or  the  whole   proceeding  is  at  an  end. 

1   do  not  know  how  oti)ers  may  view 

(his  matter,  but  to  me  it  appears,  that  a  man, 
conscious  of  innocence,  would  not  be  con- 
tented with  a  triid  of  this  sort,  being  con- 
vinced, as  he  must,  that,  if  an  open  tiial 
does  not  follow,  the  \Vi  r.d  will  always  have 
its  suspicions  of  his  guilt.  Jt  was  said,  that 
Sir  Hew  D.drymple  would  not  submit  to  any 
thing  short  of  a  Court-Warlial ;  and,  if  he 
was  misled  by  the  information  of  the  person 
previously  in  command  ;  if  he  be  able  to 
prove  that,  as  I  am  inclined  to  think  he  is, 
there  was  a  very  solid  reason  for  his  object- 
ing to  a  mode  of  proceeding,  by  which  his 
comparative  innocence  could  not  be  establish- 
ed, or,  atkast,  by  which  the  knowledge  of 
it  would  be  kept  from  that  public,  whose  re- 
sentment has  hitheito  been  directed  chiefly 
jigaiiist  him,  and  who,  for  a  considerable 
time,  were,  through  the  abominable  arts  and 
ftudacity  of  the  partizans  of  Sir  Arthur  Wei- 
Icsley,  induced    to-  regard  Sir   Hew  as  the 

person  who  alone  was  guilty. -We  have 

before  had  to  remark  upon  the  circumstance 
of  the  Armistice,  (the  only  document,  relat- 
ing to  the  tratisaciion,  bearing  the  name  of 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley)  being  published  by 
the  ministers  in  the  French  language  only  ; 
■we  have  remarked  upon  the  circLunstance  of 
Sir  Arthur's  coming  home,  upon  leave  of  ab- 
sence,\\\\\\q  Sir  Hew  was  recalled;  we  have 
remarked  upon  the  gracious  reception  which 
Sir  Arihur  \Velle<>ley  met  with  at  St. 
James's,  and  we  have  heard  nothing  of  Sir 
Hew  beii-.g  received  there  at  all;  and,  if 
what  has  been  published,  as  a  copy  of  the 
Order,  for  holding  a  Court  of  In(|uiry,  be 
correct,  the  same  spirit  and  motive  still  ac- 
T'uite  those,  who  h'lve  the  assembling  of  that 
Court.     "  That  an  lucjuiry  shall  be  made 
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j  "  into  the  conditions  of  the  Armistice  and 
"  Convention,  and    into   all  the  causes  and 

I  "  circum-itances,  whether  arising  from  the 
"  previous  operations  of  the  British  army, 
"  or  otherwise,  which  Iffd  to  them;  and 
"  into  the  conduct,  behaviour,  and  proceed- 
"  ings  of  Sir  Hew  Dalri^mple,  and  of  any 
"  other  commander  or  commanders,  or  of 
"  any  other  person  or  persons,  as  far  as  the 
"  same   were  connected  with  the  Armistice 

"  and  Convention." Wellesley,  you  see, 

though  henegocimed  the  Armi*ticc  ;  and 
thougl)  he  had  had  the  previous  command  of 
the  army,  is  not  named.  His  conduct  is, 
doubtless,  included,  in  the  description  of 
the  .subjects  of  inquiry  ;  but,  why  not  Jiame 
him?  Why  name  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple ; 
why  hold  him  up  to  the  world,  as  a  person 
accused,  any  more  than  Sir  Arihur  Welles- 
ley  ?  Sir  Arthur  fought  us  the  famous  battle 
on  the  21st  of  September,  he  negociated  us 
the  famous  Armistice  on  the  very  next  day, 
and  yet  he  is  not  named  as  a  person  whos» 
conduct  is  to  be  in(piired  into  !  It  appears 
iuipossible;  to  me,  at  least,  it  appears  im- 
possible, that  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  can  be  so 
much  to  blame  as  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  j 
and  yet  the  name  of  the  former  is  held  up 
to  public  notice  as  that  of  an  accused  person, 
while  that  of  the  latter  does  nowhere  appear. 
The  motive  for  this  is  too  evident  to  need 
being  pointed  out  to  the  reader;  and  I  hopsj 
that  it  will  not  fail  to  produce  a  proper  im- 
pression, and  lead  to  li  strict  attention,  on 
the  part  of  the  public,  to  every  thing,  re- 
lating to  this  transaction,  that  is  now  going 
Vorward.  I  do  hope,  that  the  public  will 
not  suffer  its  attention  to  be  diverted  by  the 
numerous  stratagems,  which  will  be  re- 
sorted to  for  the  pwrpose.  All  manner 
of  tricks  will  be  played  by  the  partizans 
of  the  high  Welle?ley.  The  thing  will 
drawl  along  like  a  snail.  Misrepresenta- 
tions will  be  made  day  after  day.  In  the 
hope  that  the  public  will  be  wearied,  itg 
patience  will  be  assailed  in  all  manner  of 
ways,  while  other  topics  will  be  pressed 
upon  its  attention,  new  alarms  will  be  rais- 
ed, a»d  the  passion  of  fear  will  be  pitted 
agtiinst  that  of  resentment.  But,  if  th« 
people  have  one- grain  of  sense  left,  they  will, 
ill  answer  to  all  these  attempts  at  diversion, 
say  :  "  stop  ;  for,  'till  we  have  settled  the 
"  affair  of  the  Convention  in  Portugal ; 
"  'till  we  have  clearly  ascertained,  whether 
"  such  an  u6»  can,  with  impunity,  be  made 
"  of  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation, 
"  it  would  be  folly  in  us  to  take  an  interest 
"  in  any  thing  that  is  liable  to  liappen."' 
This  is  the  answer  which  every  man  should 
give )  for,  what  is  it  to  us  that  we  inakjf 
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exertions  and  sacrifices,    if  they  are  to  be  of 
no  avail  ?     No  :  let  us  have  no  diversion. 
Let  us  have  this  mailer  fully  and  fairly  set- 
tled J  and   then  we  shall  know  what  to  wish 
for  and   what   to  hope  for  and  how  to  act. 
■  While  this  Inquiry  is  going  on,  endea- 
vours are  not   wanting  to  reconcile  ui,  Jittle 
by  little,  to  tlie   terms   of  the  Convention. 
There  will  be  fcHind,  in  another  part  of  this 
number,  a  defence  of  the  Convention,  and 
of  Sir  >\rthur  Wellesley,  at   the  sanie  time. 
The   reader  will  see  how  pitiful  it  is  j   he 
will  see  that  ail  its  arguments  have  been  long 
ago  refuted  ;  but,  I  beseech  him  to  bear  in 
mind  the   fact,  that  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley's 
friends,  asserted,  at  first,  that  he  was  quite 
innocent  of  any,  even  the  smallest,  share  in 
the  transaction  ;   that  he,  as  an  inferior  of- 
ficer, was    (:om/)(?//rt/ to  sign  the  Armistice  ; 
that  he  remonstrated  against  the  order  «o  to 
do ;   that  he  was,  at  last,  induced   to  do  it 
for  fear  of  exciting  a   mutiny  in  the  army  ; 
but,  that  he  privattly  protested  agaiust  it  in 
the  strongest  terms.     Noiv,  however,  when 
these  abominable  falsehoods  can  uo  longer 
hope  to  obtain  belief  j  now,  when  it  is  evi- 
dent that  he   must  come  in  for  a  large,  and 
even  a  principal,  share  oi  the  blame  j   now, 
the  Armistice  and  Convention  are  things  to  be 
defended,  and  are  defended,  by  the  very  eame 
persons,   who  swore  that  he  had  protested    ' 
against  those  acts,  and  by  this  very  writer,  who 
accused  me  of  harshness,  because  I  asserted, 
that  the  story  of  the  Protest  was  a  miserable 
fabrication.     I  do  beseech  the  public  to  bear 
in  mind  this  fact,  than  v.'hich  J  remember 
nothing  exhibiting  a  more  complete  proof  oi 

a    want     of    principle. The   opposition, 

which,  at  any  place,  has  been  made  to  pe- 
'ti tinning  the  king  upon  the  subject,  has  been 
.made,  not  upon  the  ground  of  justi/icalioji 
of  the  act.  No  man  has,  until  now,  at- 
tempted to  set  up  such  justification.  In  the 
county  of  Barks,  the  Address  and  Petition 
<was  opposed  upon  the  sole  ground  of  their 
not  being  necessary  ;  and,  even  that  oppo- 
sition was  confined  almost  exclusively,  to 
Mr.  Nares,  who  is  one  of  the  editors 
(along  with  Mr.  Beloe  of  Museum  memory) 
of  the  Britisih  Critic,  who  has  recently  re- 
ceived a  tat  living  from  the  hands  of  Lord 
Eldon ;  and  to  Mr.  Cobham,  late  a  purser 
in  the  East-India  Company's  service,  and 
who  is  closely  allied  to  persons  dependant 
upon  the  government.  In  Essex,  where 
the  meeting  was  so  abruptly  dissolved,  and 
where  a  second  requisition  has  been  rejected, 
the  High  Sheriff  is  also  a  person,  who  was, 
I  am  informed,  very  recently  in  the  East 
India  Covipu)iy's  service.  Now,  though  we 
•re  not  justified  iji  iniputing  raotjves  to  ei- 
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ther  of  these  naen,  still  the  knowledge  of 
these  facts  should   be  circulated,  especially 
as    the   partizaus  of  Sir    Arthur  Wellesley 
have  endeavoured  to  make  the  world  believe, 
that  the  opposition,  in  the  placvs  above-men- 
tioned, arose  from  motives  of  pure  loyally. 
But,  at  any  rate,  no  justification  has,  until 
now,    been   attempted.     Many    have    been 
the  attempts  to  shift  the   blame   from   th^ 
back   of  Sir  Arthur  to  those  of  Sir  Harry 
and   Sir  Hew  j   but,  until    now,  when    th« 
hour   of  exposure   is   approaching,  no   one 
has  attempted  to  justify  the  act  itself.     Such 
justification,  however,  we  must  now  expect, 
in  all  manner  of  shapes.     The  evil  conse* 
quences  of  the  Convention,  which  daily  be* 
come  more   and  more  manifest,  will,  as  in 
the  following  paragraph  from  the  Morning 
Post  (the  Nabob's  news-paper)  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, be  imputed,  not  to  those  who  made  lli* 
Armistice  and  Convention,  but  to  those  who 
reprobate  them,  and  who  call   for  the  pu- 
nishment of  their  authors  :  "  The  French 
"  writer*   are    naturally    delighted   at    tha 
"  proceeding!  of  the   English  Addressers, 
"  which  we  regret  to  Jind,  have  excited  tht 
"  flames  of  discontent  and  disorder  in  Portu- 
"  S<^^»  io  o  most  alarming  degree,  though  in 
"  the  first  instance  all  was  joy  and   ecstacjr 
*'  at  the  result  of  the  campaign  in  that  coun- 
"  tryv — "  The  Convention  of  Lisbon,"  says 
"  the   Argus,    "  continues   to  occupy   tLa 
"  "  minds  of  the  people  in  London.     It  is 
''  "  not  only  individuals  among   I  lie  lower 
"  "  closses  who  loudly  deprecate  that  Con- 
"  "  ventionj  even  the  common   couticil  of 
"  "   London  presented  to  the  king  an  Ad- 
"  "  dress  against  the generalswho  signed  ir. 
t(  ((  We  are  sorry   to  be  unable    to   g\\a 
"  "  our   readers  the   details,  of    the  long 
"  "  debate  which   took     place   upon  that 
"  "  occasion.     It  is  the  finest  eulogium  of 
"  "  the  CQuragQ  of  the   French  and  of  the 
"  "  ability  of  their  general." — The  present 
"  alarming  situation  of  Portugal  ofl'urds  th^ 
"   lest   elucidation  of  the  mischievous  conse- 
''  quences  of  the  recent  procei-dinga   in   thif 
'*  country  ;  nor  was   it  difficult    to  foresee 
"  that  those  ill-judged  proceedings,  in  the 
'  vecy  face  of  his  majesty's  promi.?e  of  due 
'  investigation,  must  tend   to  create  dissen- 
'  (ions  between  Great  Britain  and  her  ally, 
'  to  sow  the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  distrust, 
'  and  give  the  Portuguese  an  unJavouralU 
'  opinion  of  Bii'ish  honour  and  integrity. — ■ 
■   Such,   in  fact,  has  been  the  consequence 
'  of  the   outcry,  which,    without   waiting 
'  for  the  promised    inquiry,  has  been  tac- 
'  tiouily  raised  among  us.     We  sincerely  re- 
'  gret  to  find  that  many  highly  respcctab!*?, 
'  and  Hiost   worthy  individuals  have  by  the 
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"  wiles  of  party,  been  seduced  to  give  on 
"  tins  Decision  a  temporary  countenance  to 
"  the  designs  of  a  faction,  whose  prime  ob- 
"  ject  it  is  to  discredit  his  majesty  and  his 
*'  government  in  the  eFtiaiaiion  of  the 
"  country  and  of  its  allies,  and  lo  iring 
"  hack  lo  the  council  of  ihe  nation  a  set  of 
"  men,  who  iiave  proved  tlK-m selves  alto- 
"  gether  inidrquate  to  direct  the  affiirs  of  a 
"  great  naiion,  under  any  circumstances, 
"  much  less  to  conduct  to  a  happy  issue  the 
"  glorious  strug2;le  in   which  we  are  at  pre- 

"  sent  engaged." This    is  an    old,  well 

tried  trick  of  Pitt,  who,  upon  pressing  emer- 
gencies, always  resorted  to  it. The  French 

writers,  wc  are  told,  are  delighted  at  the  pro- 
ceeding? of  the  Addressers  in  England.  They 
do  not,  by-the-by,  express  much   delight  at 
©ur  proceedings ;   nor  is  their  reasoning  cor- 
"rect,  that,  because  our  generals  are  accused 
of  not  doing  their  duty,  we  are  of  opinion 
that    the    French    generals    were    superior 
in  ability,  and  their  soldiers  in  bravery.  The 
conlrary,  as   to  the  soldiers,  is  not  only  the 
obvious  conclusion,  but  has  been,  and  is,  the 
express  assertion  of  the  Addressers.    And,  I, 
leave   the  reader  to   say,  whether  the   fact, 
that  the  people  of  England,  of  all  ranks,  are 
discontented,  because  our  generals  did  net 
send  Junot  and  his  army    prisoneis  to  Eng- 
land ;   whether  our  all    being   discontented 
lecause  enougli  has  noc  been  done  against  the 
enemy;  I  leave  the  sensible   reader  to   say, 
whether  the  knowled.;e  of  this  ("act  is  likely 
to  give  "  great  delight  "  to  that  enemy,  and 
kO  encourage  hiin  in  the  hope  of  succeeding 
in  his    hostile  designs  against   this  country,   j 

But,    suppose  the   afiirmative  of    this   ' 

question?   Suppose  a  case  in  which  our  dis-   j 
content    th  >uld   be  goaded  on   to    the    pitch   ! 
of  aotual  insurrection  ?  That  wonlJ  certain- 
ly please  the  enemy,  because  he  m'ght  hope 
therefrom    lo   profit      Yet,  the  conclusion 
insinuated   by   the    Morning  Post  m'lglit  be 
false  ;  because  the  fault  might  originate  with 
the  ministers  ;  with  tho-e    whose  conduct 
drove  the  people  to  insurrection.     Suppose 
a  proclamation  were  issued  to  compel  i.s  all 
to  wear  whiskers  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  our 
goods  and  chattels.     Suppose  we  were,  un- 
der a   similar   penalty,     to   be  ordered  to 
burn  ofT  our  fingers,  to  ten-  O'lt  our  mils,  or 
knock  out  our   teeth.     Would  you   accuse 
the  peofile  of  giving  pleasure  to  the  enemy, 
if  they    rose  in  opposition   to  such  prccla- 
matiun  ;  or,    would  your  accusafio'i    be  le- 
velled against  those  who  adviicJ  th;  procla- 
riiation  to  be  issued?  According  to  t'us  doc- 
Iniieof  the  Morning  Post,  which  is  only  the 
o.l    hatkiiied   doctrine  of  Put    revived,  we 
Si^  to  bear  an/  tiling,  redout  uothing,  tu  keep 


silent,  though  we  are  expiring  under  the 
lash,  lest,  by  uttering  our  complaints,  w« 
give  pleasure  to  the  enemy.  In  the  present 
case,  as  I  have  shewn,  our  complaints  must 
necessarily  give  pain  to  the  enemy  ;  th« 
enetny  doosusthe  justice  to  say,  that  7ve  are 
all  disco'Uenlcd  that  more  has  not  been  done 
aaainst  him  ;  and  yet  these  vile  defenders  of 
Sir  Arthur  Wrlieslgy,  these  base  hirelings 
of  the  press,  would  fain  persuade  us,  that  to 
express  our  discontent  upon  this  occasion  i> 
to  excite  doubts  of  our   attachment   to  our 

country  and    its  cause! Now,  to"  the 

alarming  situation  of  Portugal.'-'     For  this, 
too,    it    seems,     that,    not    our    Conven- 
tion-making generals,  but  the  people  of  En- 
gland, are  answerable.     I  say,  the  people  of 
England,    because,  whether    Addressers  or 
not,  all  have  expressed  their   dissatisfaction 
at  the  Convention.      JP'c,  it  seems,  and  not 
those  vvho  made  the  Convention,  are  answer- 
able for  the  "   dissentions,  ihc.  jealousy ,   and 
dis'irust,"  now  existing  in  Portugal.     What, 
then,  such  \s  the  fact,  is  it  ?     Such    is   th« 
state  of  Portugal.     I'he  Portuguese  are  dis- 
satisfied with  what  our   generals  have  don« 
and  are    doing  ;   this!  fact    is    now  acknow- 
ledged ;  but,    the  cause  of  their  dissatisfac- 
tion is  the   Addresses  of  the  people  in  En- 
gland.    They  were  very   satisfied   with   the 
Convention,  at  first  ;   they  thought  it  a  very 
good  Convention  ;  but  we,  by  our  Addresses 
to  the  king,  and  by  persevering  in  these  Ad- 
dresses,  "  in  the  very  face  of  his    Majesty'* 
promise,"  have    made  them  believe,  that  it 
is  a  very  bad  Convention,  and,  accordingly, 
their  country  is  in  a  most  "  alarming  state  of 
aiscontunf  and  disorder."     This  is  all  true, 
is  it  ?      Well,  but  how  does  this  bear  upon 
the  advisers  (;f  the   king  (^f or   we    will  keep 
clear  of  the  king  himself),  if  the  Portuguese 
are  really  in  such  a  situation,  and  from   such 
a  cai.ie  ?     The  people  call  for  inquiry  ;  t-hey 
are  rebuked  ;  they  appear  to  distrust  the  sin- 
cerity of  tiiose  vvlio  advised  the  answer  ;  but, 
how  could  this  "  influence"  the   Portuguese, 

unless   they   distrusted   too? But,    it  is 

wrong  to  waste  one's  time  in  this  way.  It 
is  rank  absurdity  to  suppose,  that,  if  th« 
people  of  Portugal  had  "  t.r////^/  at  the  re- 
"  suit  ofthe  campaign,"  they  should  have- 
been  made  discontented  by  our  Addresses  and 
I'elitions.  It  is  a  barefaced  and  a  base  false- 
hood to  .say,  that  they  ever  rtjrjiced  at  that 
result.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  notorious, 
that  their  general  rernou'^trated  against  thtt 
(A)uventiou,  the  mt)menl  he  heard  of  it  ; 
that  the  P'>rtuguese  caused  our  fi.ig  to  bo 
pulled  down  as  soon  as  our  generals  had  had 
the  folly  and  the  arrogance  to  hoi.'st  it  ;  that 
'  great  delay  in  tlie  cuilAitkaiicu    took   placu 
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owing  to   tlie  opposition   wliich  the   Poiln-  f 
guese  gave  to  the    French  being   allowed   to 
carry  otftheir  plunder  ;  that  a  board  of"  com- 
missioners was   fornneJ    in   conoequence   of 
that   opposition  ;   that  afterwards,     when    a 
part  of  the  French  were  driven  into  Oporto, 
the   people  seized  upon    their  bagi^dge   and 
plunder,     in  contravention     of    the    terms 
which  oar  generals   had  as^reed   upon.     All 
these   are    notorious     facts ;    and  yet    this 
wretched  East-I;idia  hireling  has  the  impu- 
dence to  assert,  that  the  people  of  Portugal 
were  very  well  satisfied,  and  even  delighted 
at   the  terms   of  the   Convention,  till    they 
heard  of  uur  Addresses  to  Uie  king  !      bo  far 
from  tending  to  create  dissention    in    Portu- 
gal, the  Addresses  of  the  people  of  England 
must  naturally  tend  to  produce  a  suspension 
of  discontent.     The  Portuguese  would  natu- 
rally say  .:   "  though  we   have   been    injured 
"  and  injulted  by  the  English  generals,  the 
"■  />eop/e  of  that  country  have  taken   up    our 
"  cause,  and  we  shall  have  justice   done  us 
"  upon  the  heads  of  those  generals,  therefore, 
"  we  must  not  confound  the  nation  with  its 
"  commanders."     I  leave  it  to  the  judgment 
of  the  reader,  whether    su>.'h    would   not  be 
tjie  probable  effect  of  our  Addresses.  When, 
indeed,  the  Portuguese  shall   see  how   these 
Addresses  have  been  received,  I  will  not  say, 
that  our  addressing  may  not  tend  to  inflame 
them  5   but,  then    the   fault   will    rest   with 
those,    from   whose  council  that  reception 
proceeded.     If  the   answer   had   been,  that  j 
such  an    inquiry  would  be    made,    such   a  j 
mode  of  proceedmg  adopted,  as  would  insure   ( 
ample  justice  to  us    and  to  the    Portuguese  , 
nation  ;   then,     indeed,     there    would    have  • 
been  good  reason  for  the   latter  to  suspend  [ 
their  resentment. — —Who,  after  we   heard  . 
of  the  remonstrance  of  the  Portuguese  gene-   i 
ral,  and  of  the   general   indignation    of  the  I 
people,  expected   to    ese    them    tranquil  ?'"   \ 
"  Rej.jice  "!  Aye,  they  did,  poor  creatures,   ! 
illuminate  their  houses  in  Lisbon  ;  but,  it  } 
v/as  after  our  generals  had  estabUshed   iheir   1 
military  police  !     It  w.ts  after  our  army    had    j 
been  converted  into  a  Holy  Brotherhood.     I,   i 
better  than  any  man  living,  krvow  how  easy    : 
it  is  to  inspire  a.city  with  joy;  and  our  gene-  I 
rals,    our   Wellesleys   and    our    H:-pes,   ; 
seem  not  to  be  great    masters  in  the  art    uf 
producing  this  sort  of  disposition   to  iliumi-   ; 
nate,  indeed  !     Poor  souls !     What  a  shame  I 
it  is  thus  to  insult  them.  Read  general  Hope's  ; 
proclamation}     and    then     say,      whether  ; 
they    were     likely   to    refnise     to    do    any   \ 
thing  that  might  be  hinted  to  them  as  being  j 

the   wir-h   ot  our  commanders. Discon-   ! 

tent  and  disorder  never  appeared  in  Portugal,   j 
'\U1  after   the  Cotiventkiii  wus  coucludcdj  1 
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and  though,  in  that  bare  f  ;"t,  we  have  not 
conclusive  evidence,  that  the  latter  was  the 
cause  of  the  former,  it  is  not  bad  presump- 
tive evidence,  and,  when  we  take  into  viaw 
the  facts  before  uieniioned,  the  unequivocal 
marks  of  disapprobation  bestowed  upon  the 
C(Jnvention,  there  can  remain  v.vi  little 
doubt  of  the  j. resent  dissentioiis  and  calami- 
ties having  arisen  entirely  from  the  Conven- 
tion, Ten  or  fifteen  tbousaiid  men,  who 
ought  now  to  be  in  Spain  to  mec-t  tiic  French, 
are,  from  this  cause,  kept  in  Portugal. 
The  friends  of  the  French  would  naturally 
recover  their  boldness  upon  finding  the 
people  discontented  with  our  conduct;  com- 
parisons would  not  fail  to  be  made,  and,  as. 
the  French  were  gone,  it  would  not  be  at  a\l 
surprising  if  our  army  supplied  their  pUce, 
in  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people  as 
well  as  in  the  forts  and  barracks,  .llie  great 
object  should  have  been  so  to  act  as  to  be 
able  to  leave  Portugal  to  itself.  We  should 
have  so  conducted  ourselves  as  to  h;n'e  had 
Portugal  for  -a  friend  and  not  for  ^dependant. 
Give  to  the  thing  whatever  name  we  please, 
the  Portuguese  nation  cannot  help  perceiv- 
ing, that,  as  the  matter  now  stanas,  th&y 
have  made  merely  an  exchaiige  of  master:?. 
We  are  disposed  to  act  justly  by  them,  I 
believe;  there  is,  I  think,  no  doubt,  that 
our  object  is  to  secure  Portugal  for  the  Prince 
Regent;  but,  in  the  meanwhile,  we  are 
■masters  of  the  country;  we  seem  to  be 
afraid  to  leave  it  to  icaelf;  2nd,  this  fear 
arises  solely  fiom  those  indications  of  hos- 
tility, which  the  Convention  has  brought 
forth. -And,  if  this  be  the  case  in  Por- 
tugal, what  must  be  the  elfect  of  the  Con- 
vention upon  the  feelings  of  Spain  ?  The 
Spaniards  have  all  along  shown  great  suspi- 
cions of  us.  They  have  heard  of  our  conduct 
in  Portugal  ;  they  have  seen  general  Hope's 
Proclamation  ;  they  must  know  all  about 
our  Holy  Brotherhood  ;  and,  can  any  man 
imagine,  that  they  will  not  be  shy  of  us  ? 
Tho  Spaniards,  if  they  succeed,  must  have, 
r J  sparing  of  the  French;  they  must  have 
no  Conventions  of  Cintra.  This  they  know 
v^eli,  and,  thvn-efore,  they  must  be  satisfied, 
th\;t  oar  comma.iders  will  act  no  »uch  part 
as  that  acted  in  Portugal.  They  must  have 
no  vain  blown-up  feliows  to  talk  about  '■  D  :cs 
d'Abran'es  in  person."  To  give  d.em  this 
saiisiucrioii ;  to  give  them  an  assur.:ace  vhac 
they  would  be  in  no  dr.uger  from  sucii  a 
scurce ;  to  exci'e  in  ihen^.  a  perfect  confi- 
dence in  the  fut  jre  conduct  of  our  gt  nerijis ; 
to  do  this,  it  was  neci's-.aiy  to  coav.tics 
them,  that  the  government  as  well  gs  the 
/)(.'op/e  of  Engiantl,  held  m  abhor; cixe  th3 
trattSActiuus  iu  Portugal,    iiut,  what  have 
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they  now  before  them  r  A  Petition  of  the 
people  to  the  king,  praying  that  the  causes 
of  that  transaction  may  be  inquired  into, 
and  that  the  guilty  may  be  punished  ;  and  an 
Answer  of  the  king,  advised  by  his  ministers, 
rebuking  and  reproving  his  people  for  ma- 
king the  application.  This  is  vvhat  the 
Spaniards  have  before  them  ;  this  is  the 
security  which  they  liave  for  the  good  beha- 
viour of  our  generals,  and  for  their  heartily 
co-operating  with  them  against  the  Duo 
il'Abrantes  and  the  other  potentates  and 
nobles  of  BuonapaneV.  creation.  Since  one 
of  our  generals  has  acknowledged  the  empe- 
ror Napo'eon  1.  (wliom  the  Spaniards  call  an 
iisurper  and  a  rolLcr),  how  shall  they  be 
iure,  thnt  another  of  them,  acting  under 
th&  same  ministry,  will  not,  unon  the  first 
fair  orcasion,  acknowledge  Joseph  Napo- 
leon, king  of  Spain  ?  Tliey  have  seen  Sir 
Artluir  \^'e]]esley,  after  acknowledging  the 
Due  d'Abrantes  and  the  Ewpoor  Napoleon, 
graciously  received  by  the  king,  in  a  few 
minutes  after  the  petitioners  against  him 
had  been  rebuked  by  the  king.  This  ihey 
know,  if  they  know  any  thing  that  passes 
here  ;  and  will  this  encourage  them  to  ex- 
pect from  our  generals  that  determined  hos- 
tility, that  impLcable  hatred,  against  the 
French,  without  which  no  on&  can  be  zea- 
lous in  their  cause  ? An  appeal,  in  be- 
half of  these  generals,  has  been  made  to  the 
compassion  and  i^rotiludc  of  the  people.'  It 
has  been  saiity  that  we  sliould  cnns'ider,  thut 
tiie  army  veiiline  llicir  livfsjor  ua,  while  we 
jeniain  at  home  in  security;  and  that, 
therefore,  we  ought  not  to  act    too  strictly 

towards  the  army. It    is,     I    hope,     far 

from  me  fo  be  wanting  in  any  c)f  those  feel- 
ings which  are  due  fo  the  soldier  or  the 
sailor.  But,  I  cuiir.ider,  that,  (rom  tliem, 
Fomethirg  is  duo  to  us;  i  consider,  that, 
jifif  lijving  l)eer)  pr.id  forbears,  the  soldier 
pciualty  serves  but  comparatively  a  short 
fp.;cerif  lime,  h'  I  were  tn  go  to  the  pa- 
r.:de  at  St.  James's,  or  to  any  of  the  nume- 
rous, the  fearfully  numerous  military  stations 
in  this  country,  and  were  to  say :  "  What 
"  are  you  all  doing  here  ?  What  use  are 
"  you  of?  Here  we  are  taxed  to  our  last 
"  shirt  to  maintain  you,  v  parcel  of  fellows, 
"  who  do  nothing  in  this  world  but  prune 
"  and  black-ball  your  whiskers,  hang  mon- 
"  key's  tails  to  your  backs,  pipe-clay  your 
"  bLlts  and  your  breeches,  strut  about  during 
"  the  day,  aixl  get  drunk  at  night."  If  I  were 
to  say  this  ;  if  I  were  to  cCmplain  of  being 
taxed  to  s-upport  the  soldiery  in  idleness 
or  in  useless  parade,  the  aiiswer  would  be 
this:  "  It  is  true,  that,  just  at  this  time, 
*'  we  are  of  no  use ;   it  is  true,  that,  in  this 
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"  situation,  we  are  a  mere  burthen,  and 
"  something  worse;  but,  Sir,  recollect, 
"  that  we  are  here  n»erely  in  a  state  of  rea- 
"  diness ;  and,  that  when  we  are  called 
"  upon  actually  to  serve  the  nation,  ours  is 
"  a  service  wherein  7ce  venture  our  lives  for 
"  you,  which  consideration  ought  fo  prevent 
"  you  from  complaining  that  we  are  not 
"  almoys  at  work!'  Nothing  would  be 
more  reasonable  than  this  answer;  but, 
then,  this  venturing  of  lives  i?  clearly  the 
nation's  due.  Besides,  as  to  the  ojficers, 
and  more  especially  the  generals,  and  other 
considerable  commanders,  v.ot  only  do  they, 
in  venturing  their  lives,  do  no  more  than 
render  the  nation  what  is  its  due  for  having 
maintyincd  them,  for  years  and  years  upon 
the  staff  without  any  danger  to  even  a  hair 
of  their  heads  ;  but,  they  have,  moreover, 
honours  and  rewards  awaiting  them  for  every 
distinguished  .service  that  they,  or  the  sol- 
diers under  them  perform.  Is  all  this 
nothing?  And,  shall  militar)^  officers  not 
be  as  strictly  accountable  for  misconduct  as 
other  men  ?  Shall  there  be  honours  and  re- 
wards for  glorious  deeds,  and  no  punish- 
ment  for  disgraceful  ones  ? When    the 

question  of  y/oi.rf.f/wo' the  soldiers  was  before 
pirliamcnt,  1  did  not  observe  that  either  the 
ministers,  or  the  military  officers  present, 
urged  this  feeling  of  coinpassion,  or  grati- 
tude. If  the  soldier  acts  amiss,  he  is  flog- 
ged :  and,  punished,  in  that,  or  some  other 
way,  he  ought  to  be,  and  must  be;  but, 
then,  is  there  no  punishment  to  await  the 
mi^beliaviour  of  generals  ?  Are  we,  when 
their  conduct  is  in  qiiestion,  to  bear  of 
appeals  to  our  compHssion  and  gratitude, 
because  they  veniure  their  lives  for  us? 
Does  not  the  private  soldier  venture  his  life 
too  ?  Aye,  and  that  without  any  hope  of 
obtaining  honours  or  rewards.  Yet,  if  a 
pi'-vate  soldier,  after  twenty  battles,  and 
covered  with  scars,  were  found  sleep'ing  on 
his  post,  or  were  to  suffer  a  prisoner  to 
escape,  would  he  not  instantly  he  brcnight 
to  trial,  and,  if  his  lite  were  s])ared,  would 
there  be  an  inch  of  skin  left  whole  from  his 
nape  to  his  waist  ?  Such  punishment  would 
be  necessary,  though  terribly  severe.  But, 
then,  is  not  severity  cqt'ally  necessary  in  the 
case  of  the  general  r  Divers  Icctuies  have 
been  read,  in  the  parliament  and  elsewhere, 
upon  the  absolute  necessity  of  strict  disci- 
pline. Such  opinions  are  become  fashion- 
able, and  have  been  maintained  by  no  set 
of  men  with  more  carnesiness,  than  by  the 
present  ministers  and  il.e  r  military  .?dhe- 
rents.  But,  now,  it  seems,  we  are  to  re- 
probate these  notions  of  severity  ;  or,  at 
least,  weare  to  cnteriain  ^Ixm  as  ap^)liCiible 
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to  the  solJinrs  only.     Oh!   this   is  shameful. 

This  is  base  to  the  last  degree. There  is 

in  this  appeal,  and  tlie  nation  will  not  fail 
to  perceive  it,  something  strongly  indicative 
of  conscious  criminality.  Wiic-n  a  man, 
accused  of  theft  and  threatened  with  prose- 
cution, reminds  yon  of  his  distracted  wife 
and  starving  family,  what  is  your  conclu- 
sion ?  And  what  are  we  not  to  think 
of  those,  whose  pariiKani  make  this  ap- 
peal to  our  conipisiiion  and  gratitude? 
No  :  we  are  not  to  be  diverted  from  our 
demand  of  "  ttrict  discipline,"  our  cUtiiiand  of 
ju«tice,  by  any  such  puling  appeal.  We 
gave  most  liberally.  Wt  grumbled  not  at 
these  generals  being  kept  upon  the  statf  for 
so  raany,  many  years,  without  running  t].i 
smallest  risk  of  hearing  a  bail  whistle  by 
their  heads  ;  we  grumbled  not  that  the  har- 
vests have  partly  rotted  upon  the  ground  lor 
want  of  the  hands,  which  were  kept  in  in- 
activity ;  we  said,  take  our  last  penny,  but, 
light,  when  the  day  of  lighting  comes. 
That  day  has  come  ;  and,  from  an  expedi- 
tion, which  has  probably  cost  us  more,  than 
the  whole  of  one  year's  poor-rates,  we  have 
derived  nothing  but  injury  and  disgrace. 
And,  shrill  we  not  now  look  i'ov strict justlct? 
Shall  our  demands  of  strict  justice  be  an- 
swered by  appeals  to  our  compassion  and  our 
gratitude ;  gratitude  towards  those,  from 
whom,  in  return  for  our  unsparing  liberalli- 
ty,  we  have  received   nothing  of  which  we 

are   not  ashamed? In  another  view  of 

this  matter,  who  can  fail  to  foresee,  that  if 
justice  be  now  denied,  or  withheld  (whicji 
is  exactly  the  sarae  in  eftect),  the  people 
will,  or  can,  continue  cheerfully  to  contri- 
bute towards  the  means  of  supporting  the 
war?  If  they  see  expedition  after  expedi- 
tion fail  ;  if  thi\y  see  one  year's  taxes  wasted 
after  another;  if  they  see,  battle  after  bat- 
tle, and  even  victory  after  victory,  lead,  in 
the  end,  to  nothing  good,  but  uniforndy  to 
something  bad  ;  it  they  see  that,  having 
now  reached  what  appears  to  be  the  lowest 
stage  of  the  military  bathos,  justice  is  with- 
held from  them  :  if  they  see  this,  is  It,  I 
ask,  possible,  that  they  should  still  chear- 
fully  contribute  to  the  continuation  of  nnli- 
tary  expenditure  ;  an  expenditure  amount- 
ing to   nearly    one    halt  of  the    taxes    now 

raised  .'' Before  1   conclude   this  article, 

it  Qcours  to  me,  that  some  notice  is  due  to 
the  argument,  grounded  on  the  assertion, 
"  that  our  wain  object  was  to  get  l/ie  French 
"  out  of  Portugal.'"  This  argument  is 
plausible,  because  it  evidently  was  one  of 
our  ohjects  to  get  the  French  out  of  Portu- 
gal ;  but,  the  conclusion,  at  which  this  fact 
poiutSj  is  uot  the  less  fallacious.    It  was  our 
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object  to  get  the  French  out  of  Portugal  ; 
but,  the  means  were  to  be  taken  into  view  ; 
for,  it  was  not  our  object  to  accomplish 
that  purpose  with  a  total  disregard  of  the 
means.  Suppose,  for  instance,  our  wise 
and  valiant  commanders  had  got  Junot  to 
quit  Portugal,  in  conse<]uence  of  a  Conven- 
tion, lliat  should  have  sent  him,  at  once, 
by  the  nearest  cut,  to  Bilboa  ;  would  that 
have  been  to  attain  the  intended  object  ? 
Suppose  such  Convention  had  put  bin)  in 
possession  of  our  fleet  otf  the  Tagus  and 
liad  put  Cadiz  harbour  into  his  hands  ;  or 
suppose,  it  had  stipulatdd  for  the  surrcjider 
to  him  of  (iuernsey,  Jersey,  and  the  JsIq 
of  Wight.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  but 
Junot,  for  either  of  these,  would  JKive  con- 
sented to  leave  Portugal,  paiiicularly  as  he 
was  to  have  ships  to  carry  him  away.  2  he 
French  would  have  been  got  out  oj  Portugal ; 
but,  will  any  man  say,  that  it  was  our  in- 
tention,  that  it  was  our  "  main  object, " 
to  get  the  French  out  of  Portugal  upon  such 
terms  ?  No :  it  is  a  crafty,  catching  so- 
phism, invented  to  prop  a  vile  cause,  To 
get' the  French  out  of  Portugal  was  regarded 
as  the  proof  of  the  success  of  our  efforts  ; 
but,  our  main  object  was,  to  dejeat  ths 
French,  to  humble  them  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  raise  our 
own  character  for  good  fnith  as  well  as  for 
military  prowess  and  skill.  This  was  th^ 
main  object ;  and  docs  not  every  man's  com- 
mon   sense  tell  him,  that   no    part    of  this 

great  object   has   been   accomplished  ? 

As  to  the  «ozi'  magnified  numbers,  which 
the  French  army  in  Portugal  has  assumed, 
it  is  such  a  slavish  imitation  of  Falstali'u 
lying  story  of  the  men  in  buckram  tliat  it 
were  a  siiame  to  waste  one's  time  in  a  refu- 
tation of  the  falsehood  ;  but,  I  will  just  put 
this  question  to  my  reader :  whether  he  be- 
lieves, that,  if  Junot  had  had  25,000  fight- 
ing men  in  Portugal,  he  would  not  hay* 
been  instantly  shot,  upon  his  arrival  in 
France  ? There  is  yet  one  topic  remain- 
ing.   1    beg    t!ie    public    to    note    tlia 

arts,  which  are  now  making  use  of,  to 
excite  doubts,  at  least,  in  the  public  mind, 
with    regard    to    the    conduct   and    merit* 

of    Sir    Arthur  Wellesley. Scarce- 

ly  a  day  passes,  but  we  see  some  para- 
graph, in  the  Nabobs'  newspaper,  havuig 
evidently  this  object  in  view.  Take  the  fol- 
lowing two,  for  instance,  from  tl;e  Morn Incj 
Post  of  the  8th  instant.  '*  Sir  A.  Welles- 
"  ley  had  a  party  of  his  friends  at  a  grand 
"  dinner  at  his'  residence  in  the  PhoEni.^; 
"  Park,  on  Tuesday  last,  being  the, /?V../ ^f- 
"  neral  invitation  given  hy  him  since  his  re- 
"  turn  from  Por/ugnl. -The  Lord  Lieute« 
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"  nniit  af  Ireland  gave  a  grar.d  military  din- 
"  ncr  in  fionour  of  Sir  J.  lf-\/lcs/,y,  at  the 
"  vice  rcrfa!  hdg'j  yesterday  se'nnif;l>t,  to 
"  whicli  all  the  general  I'l/icrs  wereiitOiterl." 
Now,  whether  the  facts  be  true  or  false,  the 
iiit^iilion,  obviously,  is,  to  mal^e  the  public 
believe,  (hat  Sir  Aribur  has  done  nothing 
tiip.t  he  is  ashamed  of",  and  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  "  all  the  general 
"  officers  "  are  of  the  samp  opinion.  But, 
M'hatcver  this  Lord  Lieutenant  (the  Duke  of 
Kichmond)  may  be,  in  other  re>>pect8,  wo 
«11  know,  that  he  is  one  of  the  ministry  ;  and 
therefore,  his //or?o?irtRg  of  ^ir  ArtluirWel- 
lesley  onghi  to  have  no  more  weight  with 
us,  than  if  the  honour  had  been  bestowed 
by  Lord  liawkesbury  or  Lord  Castlereagh. 
I'hese  Kords  honoured  him  by  presenting  him 
to  the  king,  on  the  very  day,  and  in  the 
very  room,  when  and  where  a  petition  was 
presented  to  the  king  against  an  act,  in 
\vhich  he  had  a  principal  share  ;  but,  that 
honour  did  not  silence  the  nation,  who  still 
continue  to  censure  that  act,  and  to  express 
thf  ir  indignation  that  any  attempt  should  be 

made  to  screen  its  authors  from  justice. 

But,  the  most  barefaced  trick  of  this  sort, 
li,  the  Address,  which  has  been  published, 
f.s  presented  to  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  by 
the  nffutrs  of  the  army  in  Portugal,  eulo- 
gisiiiir  his  character  and  his  conduct.  There 
are  persons,  who  have  hi-d  the  impudence  to 
a;  peal  to  this  Address  as  a  pi  oof  ot  the  meri- 
torifjuscouimct  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  and 
evtTi  as  a  proof  of  his  innocence  ot  the  mis- 
conduct, vvbiih  ihe  nation  imputes  to  hir.i. 
— — in  the  first  place,  this  is  something 
fjuite  >70Tel  in  the  aimy.  'i'he  army  has  not 
been  looked  upon',  since  the  days  of  Crom- 
well, as  a  body  proper  to  deliberale,  and  es- 
pecially as  to  matters  relating  to  the  merits 
of  those  who  are   to  command  it,  or   who 

have  commanded  it. Next,  we   may   be 

pretty  <-.ure,  that  where  such  means  of  ob- 
taining praise  are  resorted  to,  there  exists  a 
consciousness  of  a  Wftntof  what  is  really  de- 
.^ervirig  of  pral.se.  We  see  how  easy  it  is 
for  the  ministers,  at  any  time,  and  upon  any 
occasion,  to  obtain  flattering  Addrcssesfrom 
their  creatures  :  and,  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  Sir  Arthur  Wellcsley  was  iK't  only 
tno'.vn  to  be  one  of  the  ministers,  but  one 
of  i!ie  most  powerful  of  them.  People  in 
the  armv  are,  as  well  as  other  people,  saga- 
cious enough  to  discover  whidi  V:,  the  road  to 
promotion,  aad  if  the  reader  should  happen 
to  think,  thai  none  of  the  otlicers  of  our 
mur.ercii.s  army,  have  any  tlioughts  about 
;iny  thing  but Ji'^i/i/i;? if,  he  is  egregiously  de- 
ceived. We  n(  ver  heard  of  any  Addresses 
or  picvcs  of  phte  being  prescutfed,  hj  their 
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o^icers  to  tlie  Duke  of  .Mnrlboroogh  or  Lord 
Nelsoii,  or  to  any  other  of  our  ju^^iy  re- 
nowned eommiinricrs.  They  left  it  for  the 
nation,  Ihe  coimties,  the  cities,  the  bo- 
roughs, and  other  bodies  of  the  people  at 
heme  ;  they  left  it  to  the  adrniration  and  gra- 
titude of  those  whom  they  had  served,  to  pre- 
sent them  with  Addresses  and  tokens  of  re- 
gard. The  Addressers  in  Portugal  did  not 
think  of  a  sword  to  present  to  their  hero.  A 
piece  of  plate  they  seem  to  have  thought 
more  appropriate  ;  and,  to  s.^y  the  truth, 
their  taste  was  not  a  little^  commendable, 
though  a  man  of  the  right  stamp  >t"oiild  as- 
suredly have  used  it  for  the  purpose  of  knock- 
ing their  teeth  down  their  throats.  Had  they, 
indeed,  presented  liini  with  any  of  th^  stand- 
ards, wliicl),  doubtless,  during  such  a  vic- 
torious battle,  they  took  from  the  enemy, 
the  example  of  a  great  captain  of  the  last 
centur)',  who,  with  such  trophies,  made  a 
bed  of  honour  for  the  ki-ig  of  France,  might 
have  been  cited  ;  but,  to  preseiit  him  wdth 
a  piece  of  plate,  bought  out  of  their  pay, 
th.^t  is  to  say,  out  of  the  taxes  ;  to  come 
to  him  with  a  thing,  the  like  of  which  is 
given  by  underwriters  to  a  master  of  a  ves- 
sel, who  has  saved  a  cargo  from  the  waves  j 
a  thing  which  is  given  to  a  meritorious  sheep- 
fieder,  or  a  discoverer  of  the  means  of  kil- 
ling the  fly  in  turnips  ;  to  furnish  him  with 
an  article  symbolical  of  thiift,  a  commo- 
dity for  a  pawnbroker's  shop  ;  thus  to 
fit  him  out  !  Why,  it  was  very  well  for 
them  and  for  him  ;  bi-.t,  let  them  not  ima- 
gine, if  another  thought  ©f  the  same  cast 
should  come  athwart  their  brains,  that  the 
peojde  of  England  are  thus  to  be  duped.  No, 
no,  gentlemen,  we  beg  you  to  leave  to  us 
the  agreeable  task  of  making  due  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  merits  of  your  commanders. 
We,  who  have  long  and  most  patiently  been 
paying  you,  desire  to  be  left  to  judge  of 
your  merits  by  your  ddeds,  and  not  by  your 
word.s.  We  wish  to  hear  less  of  your  wri- 
ting and  more  of  your  fighting.  Send  us 
home  standards  j  club  your  swords  for  that 
purpose,  and  ilo  not  club  your  shillings  to 
buy  pi(.ees  of  plate  for  those,  who  are  able 
to  obtain  you  promotion.  We  have  sense 
enough  lett  to  perceive,  that  that  general, 
who  is  least  fond  or  dangerous  ente;  prize'., 
may  fre<iueiit.ly  be  most  in  favour  wiih  his 
ofHeers.  And,  as  a  closing  hint  (in  case 
this  sheet  slundd  reach  you)  you  may  be  as- 
sured, that  much  more  acceptable  to  us, 
than  your  endless  list  of  endless  It  tiers,  aln- 
."?/'.'i,f  the  French,  would  be.  one  sin.  le  K-ttcr 
of  ilir^e  i:nes,  letlir  g  us  know  that  you  had 
Icrrtfu  tlu'in. 

JJollt^j/,   A'ur.    10,   ib03. 
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*^*  The  T,etter  below  ought  to  have  been 
inserted  last  week.  It  is  no  lonf^er  applica- 
ble to  its  iminsdiate  purpose  ;  but,  it  con- 
tains so  many  just  and  appropriate  sent!-- 
ments,  that  1  cannot  prevail  upon  myself  to 
omit  altogethf-r. 

I  beg  leave  to  point  out  to  the  readers  of 
the  Register  two  ad.nirable  letters,  signed 
X.  Y.  which  were  published  in  the  Courier 
newspaper  of  the  8ih  and  Qth  instant,  espe- 
cially the  latter. 
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CO  BRETT'S 

rarlinni'-'ntary  Debates. 

The  Elevenih  Volume  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary Debates,  comprising  the  period  from 
thti  11th  of  April  to  the  close  of  the  last 
Session,  is  ready  for  delivery.  In  the  Ap- 
pendix to  this  Volume,  besides  several  va- 
luable Reports,  will  be  found  all  the  Annual 
Accounts  relative  to  the  Finance  and  Com- 
merce of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  docu- 
ments which  are  not  to  be  met  with  in  any 
other  work  extant.  Coa:iplete  sets  of  the 
Parliamentarv  Debates,  from  the  commence- 
ment in  1803,  may  be  had  of  the  Publishers. 
• The  Fifth  Volume  of  Cobbett's  Par- 
liamentary History  of  England,  em- 
bracing the  period  from  the  Revolution  in 
1088,  to  the  Union  in  1707.  will  be  ready 
for  delivery  on  the  20th  of  December. 


Convention  in   Portugal. 

Woodcote  House,  Hants,  Oct.  24. 
Sir  ; — Had  I  not  concluded,  that  your 
invitation  of  the  1st  of  this  month,  to  the 
freeholders  of  this  county,  to  join  you  in  a 
requisition  to  the  high  sheriff  to  call  a 
county  meeting,  upon  the  present  most  ex- 
asperating and  mortifying  occasion,  the  in- 
explicable infamy  of  this  Portugal  Conven- 
tion, would,  of  course,  have  been  accepted 
by  scores  of  indignant  individuals,  I  had 
certainly  answered  your  challenge  to  remon- 
strate, as  soon  as  I  had'ieadyour  Register  of 
that  day.  Since,  however,  I  rather  collect 
from  your  Register  since  that  date,  that 
such  has  not  been  the  case  ;  though  I  am 
not  in  the  habit  of  putting  myself  forward 
on  such  occasions,  1  cannot  forbear,  though 
thus  late,  (if  none  other  has  or  will)  to 
close  with  your  invitation  to  petition  ih-' 
king,  in  reiuectfi;!,  but  firm  language,  for 
the  earliest  and  the  stiictest  scrutiny  into 
this  nauseous  transaction  ;  to  the  end  that 
Hie  author  or  authors  of  such  an  indelible 
disgrace  and  scand;d  to  our  country,  and  to 
manhood  itself,  may  be  brought  to  summary 
justice,  and  the  most  condign  punishment;  ] 
let^thenti  turn  out  to  be  who  they  may.     In- 


stead of  parliament  being  prorogued  till 
Christmas,  I  cannot  but  think,  as  a  preli- 
minary to  an  effectual  inquiry  into  this 
mysterious  business,  that  it  mo'st  undoubtedly 
ought  to  meet  as  soon  as  po^siiile,  at  least 
on  the  day  originally  fixed  upon  in  next 
month  ;  that  ministers  may  have  an  op'>or- 
tunity  in  their  places  ui  Ketling  the  public 
right,  whether  their  doughty  generali  or 
themselves,  are  the  tittest  objects  of  blame. 
I,  therefore.  Sir,  v/ith  the  deepest  indigna- 
tion at  the  whole  proceedings  (the  more  par- 
ticulars of  which  we  come  at,  the  worse 
the  case  seems  to  be)  do  thus  formally 
accept  your  invitation  to  remonstrate  in  the 
strongest  language,  and  to  demand  in  the 
firmest  tone,  the  earliest  and  the  most  rigid 
inquiry  of  the  nation  assembled  in  parlia- 
ment, to  rescue,  if  possible,  the  insulted 
and  prostituted  honour  of  the  country  ;  and 
on  whomsoever  the  baie-bom  act  shall  even- 
tually attach,  that  his  or  dieir  dastardly  heads 
may  tall,  as  a  poor  compensation  and  satis- 
faction for  the  gross  subjection  and  prostra- 
tion of  Old  England,  to  the  insolent  pre- 
tensions and  intrigues  of  this  execrable 
Corsican.  It  is  impossible  to  find  language 
to  express  one  hundredth  part  of  one's  feel- 
ings on  the  subject ;  and  how  these  generals 
could  forbear  jumping  down  Kellerman's 
throat  when  he  had  the  consummate  impu- 
dence to  presume  to  dictate  to  those  who 
had  but  the  day  before  drubbed  him  soundly, 
I  cannot  for  the  life  and  soul  of  me  conceive. 
I  liave  not  yet  heard  it  asked,  how  Keller- 
man  came  to  have  such  free  egress  ar.d 
regress  to  and  from  his  teie  a  tele  with  Sir 
Elew,  without  (as  has  as  yet  appeared)  any 
previous  leave  or  introduction  asked  ;  but 
without  even  a  "  b}'^  your  leave"  or  "  with. 
*"  your  leave,"  he  seems  to  have  coolly 
dropped  in  upon  Sir  Hew's  head  quarters 
Vw'ith  all  the  easy  familiarity  of  a  brother 
olncer,  instead  of  the  cautious  and  ceremo- 
nious admittanceof  a  treacherous  and  beaten 
foe.  And  how  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  (if  he 
really  felt  as  he  professes,  and  wislies  us  to 
believe  he  did,  conjident  of  haL'ing  done 
his  dud;)  how  he  could  possibly  think  of 
quitting  the  army  immediately  after  twa 
such  creditable  victories,  and  get  leave  of" 
absence  to  coine  home,  I  can  as  little  con- 
ceive, as  for  what  purpose ;  unless  fij  he 
felt  that  he  had  acted  right)  impatient  per- 
haps to  receive  the  plaudits  and  homage  of 
his  noble  relation  the  mont  noble  Warquis 
Wellesley,  and  his  Eastern  admirers  ;  or 
rattier,  if  he  felt  (as  I  suspect  he  did  fed, 
and  musthave  felt),  that  on  the  contrary  he 
had  blasted  his  military  laurels,  in  his  civil 
capacity  as  a  conventionibt  ;  in  which  cjae 
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he  would  trry  naturally  wish  to  get  smuggled 
home,  that  he  might  get  fas  he  did)  the  first 
word  with  the  ministers,  and  make  his  now 
story  good.      Under  the  sinrrular  predicamt'nt 
in   which   he  .stood  on  his  return,  I  should 
have  thought   it  would  h^^ve  been  more  na- 
tural for  the   **   viens  conscia  recti,"  to  have 
been   at  least  anxious  lo   clear  itself  to  an 
indignant  public  by  some  address  to  them,  if 
not    to   have  courted  and  demanded  an  in- 
quiry,   rather    tlian    consent    to   be    ngnin 
smuggled  off  to  his  past  in  Indand,  leaving 
behind  him  a  most  unfavourable  impression 
against  him  from  this  very  circumstatice,   in 
addition   to  the  violent  prejudice  previou'^lr 
entertained   of  his  conduct  in   the  Portugal 
cabinet.     How  his  patrons  will  justify  their 
conduct   in   most  indecently  obtruding  him 
upon  the  king's  notice  at  the  very  moment  a 
Petition  was  actually  presenting  in  the  same 
room,  to   ha.e  his  conduct  inquired  into ; 
and  then,  as  it  should  seem,  in   mere  con- 
tempt and  defiance  of  the  avowed  sense  and 
feehng  of  the  nation,  not  only   screening, 
but  honouring  and  rewarding  him  Civkile  la- 
louring  under  Ihispublicstigmnjby  re-duhbing 
him  a  member  of  the  Irish  cabinet,  I  con- 
fess   I   have  some   curiosity  to  see.     With 
respect  ts  the  Address  of  the  city  of  London, 
however  the  good  citizens  may  have,  from 
their  previous  condact,  merited  a  rap  on  the 
knuckles,   it  is  no  justification  whatever  of 
the  most  insulting  folly  in  the  ministers   in 
their  palming  so  thoroughly  ungracious,  not 
to  say  harsiL  a.   reproof  upon  the  king,  with 
the  additional  preposterous  aggravation  and 
contradiction,    of   calling    it    hi.s  majesty's 
most  gracious  Answer,    I  trust  the  witty  wags 
will   not   by-and-bye  pretend  to  say  it  was 
only  meant  as  ft  neat  piece  of  irony  on  the 
Corsican's  manner  of  baptizing  his  replies  to 
his  good  city   of  Paris.     Tliongh   there  be 
among  the  ministers,  some  three  or  four, 
deeming  themselves  clcverish  lawyers,  surely 
my  learned  friends  have  in  this  instance  tra- 
velled out  of  the  record  ;   if  not  gone  beyond 
their  instructions  likewise. — Hitherto,  when- 
ever I  have  thought  upon  the  annual  threat 
of  invasion,  1  have  always  been  disposed  to 
coubider    it  as   impracticable  :     but,    if  this 
kind  of  tunnel  be  carried  under  tlie  bed  of 
the  constitution,  if  this  species  of  subterra- 
neous and  inferml  jvissage  be  made  through 
(hz  bovvels  of  the   country,  if  tliis  sort  of 
fatal  shaft   be   sunk  to  the  heart  and  vitals  of 
its  existence,  as  this  Portugal  Convention  is 
calculated  to  do  ;   if  it  be   not  instantly  and 
eflcciually  dammed  up,  nothing  more  prac- 
ticnblc  than  our  invasion,  nothing  easier  than 
Old  PJiglaud's  ruin  ! — 1  reai.iin,  Sjr^  your.s, 
^H.  L. 


— To  the  People  of  England.  {jSO 

COKVF.NTIWN'       IN     PoKTUO.i^L. 

Sir; — As  I  have  noticed  in  one  of  the 
late  Addresses  to  his  majesty,  a  wish  ex- 
pressed, that  those  who  areguilty,  with  regard 
to  the  late  unfortunate  CDUveation,  may 
experience  the  royal  displeasure  ;  and  as  I 
think  it  natural  to  .lupposc,  that  a  man 
would  rather  stibject  himself  \o  the  displea- 
sure of  all  the  potentates  in  E'urope,  than 
submit  to  lose  the  joint  of  his  little  finger, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  request  the  insenion 
of  the  inclosed  plain  statement  of  facts  in 
your  justly  popular  paper,  or  something  of 
a  similar  nature  in  your  own  energetic  lan- 
guage. For  my  own  part,  I  am  so  v»ell 
convinced  that  in  cases  of  this  nature,  indi- 
vidual mercy  is  public  cruelty,  that  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  affirm  my  belief,  that  had  I  pro- 
nounced sentence  upon  General  Whitelocke, 
the  Convention  of  Cintra  never  would  have 
received  the  sanction  ot  a  British  otiicer  ;  or, 
at  least,  he  must  necessarily  have  been  pos- 
sessed of  more  courage  than  I  ever  knew  man 
possessed  of,  who  vioiild  dare  even  to  listen  to 
such  an  infamous  proposal.  And  as  the 
reason  which  deters  the  northern  counties 
from  addressing  his  majesty  on  this  subject, 
is  a  belief  that  a  petition  with  respect  to  the 
Convention  is  a  censure  on  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  I  h.ive  conceived  it  necessary  to 
remove  this  prejudice  and  without  the  small- 
est injury  to  truth  :  for,  if  ever  there  was  a 
time  when  the  honour  of  the  country  and 
the  preservation  of  the  constitution  required 
the  sacrifice  of  partial  interests,  it  never 
was  more  necessary  than  at  this  moment. — 
I  am,  respectfully,  S;r,  &c. — M. — Lnndon, 
Nov.  A,   1808. 


TO    THE    PEOPLK     OF    ENGL.VND. 

To  be  truly  loyal,  my  countrymen,  it  is 
not  ahrays  necessary  to  be  passive ;  circum- 
stances sometimes,  nay  frequently  occur, 
on  which,  it  is  the  indispensaile  duty  of  all 
honest  and  loyal  Lnglishmeu  to  make  known 
their  sentiments  to  his  majesty.  F"irst,  be- 
cause his  majesty,  being  a  hurnan  being 
like  ourselves,  is  not  infallible  j  and  second, 
because  it  sometimes  happens,  that  the  par- 
tial interests  of  the  nobles  are  put  in  com- 
petition with  the  true  interests  and  perma- 
nent security  of  his  majesty  and  his  peo- 
ple :  in  the  latter  ease,  it  surely  is  the  duty 
of  the  people  to  .support  his  majesty  against 
the  undue  and  improper  influence  of  the 
nobles,  and  to  express  unanimously  and  pub- 
licly this  their  determination. — Whether  the 
Convention  of  Cintra  is  one  of  those  oc- 
currences which  precludes  the  necessity  of 
publicly  addressing  his  majesty,  I  leave  you 
to  determine  3  but  Certain  I  tni,  Lh:ft  it  is 
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the  true  interest  ot  his  majesty,  and  of  his 
majesty's  people  to  endeavour  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  the  alarming,  dreadful,  and  dis- 
graceful disasters,  which  have  so  frequently 
occurred  with  respect  to  the  military  expe- 
ditions of  this  country  :  this  can  only  be 
accomplished,  by  a  discovery  of  the  oauses 
which  have  produced  such  fatal  c  fleets. — 
It  is  neither  my  intention  to  inflame  your 
passions  by  eloquence,  nor  to  sway  your 
judgment  by  argument ;  but  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  stating  a  few  memorable  facts  for 
your  consideration.  Previous  to  the  battle 
of  Minden,  British  soldiers  were  invariably 
successful  in  the  field  3  the  victories  obtained 
by  British  armies  in  those  days,  were  victo- 
ries; expedition  was  ihen  exi)edition;  and 
merit  at  that  time  was  merit.  Since  that  pe- 
riod you  cannot  be  ignorant,  that  victory 
has  frequently  assumed  the  disguise  of  de 
feat  J  that  expedition  has  become  a  mere 
creeping  thing;  and  that  merit  is  now  UHder- 
stood  to  mean,  rank,  fortune,  and  influence. 
Do  not  imagine,  my  countrymen,  that  I 
consider  the  result  of  Lord  George  Sack- 
ville's  trial  the  (sole)  cause  of  these  extra- 
ordinary *'  occurrences;"  indeed  I  reaJly  do 
not :  at  the  same  time  1  must  state,  that  had 
the  people  of  England,  during  the  progress 
of  Lord  G,  S.'s  trial  been  animated  with  the 
same  laudable  feeling  with  which  they  aj'e 
now  animated — or  Lad  the  iTjembers  of  that 
court  martial  been  such  men  as  1  could  have 
wished, — I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that  the 
frequent  repetitions  of  similar  misfortunes 
would  not  have  disgraced  the  pnges  of  Bri- 
tish history.  J  shall  not  affirm  that  Lord 
G.  S.  escaped  just  and  salutary  punishment, 
because  the  truth  is,  that  at  this  moment, 
I  am  not  qualified  to  decide  whether  disgrace 
is,  or  is  not,  a  punishment :  however,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  just  conclusion  on 
this  subject,  1  am  now  studying  moral  philo- 
sophy, and  should  I  find  it  proved  to  my 
satisfaction — that  men  who  deserve  extreme 
punishment,  are  capable  of  feeling  disgrace 
as  the  greatest  of  "  all  possible  punishments," 
1  shall  immediately  communicate  the  impor- 
tant discovery  to  his  majesty's  attorney  ge- 
neral, who  will  without  doubt  recommend 
it  to  the  consideration  of  the  judges  at  the 
Old  Bailey.  I  have  kong  been  of  opinion, 
that  disgrace  to  an  innocent,  to  an  honour- 
able man,  is  tlje  greatest  evil  which  can 
possibly  befal  him  ;  and  I  am  confirmed  in 
this  opinion,  by  the  demonstration  of  an 
eminent  moral  philosopher,  who  also  assures 
me,  that  what  is  an  evil  to  the  innocent,  is 
not  always  a  punishment  to  the  guilty.  How- 
ever this  nvAy  be,  1  shall  not  at  present  ha- 
zard any  remarks  upon  such  a  tender  sub- 


Defeiife  of  the  Convention.  [7-'58 

ject.-~In  thus  addressing  you,  I  am  neither 
actuated  by  party  motives,  nor  private  feel- 
ings. 1  am  by  no  means  dissatisfied  with 
his  majesty's  present  ministers ;  on  the  con- 
trary, when  I  consider  the  nominal  opposi" 
tion  of  their  enemies,  and  the  real  oppoiition 
of  their  friends,  I  am  compelled  to  applaud 
their  conduct, andon  the  whole,  from  my  own 
knowledge  of  the  vast  abilities  of  some  Bri- 
tish generals,  their  secretaries,  commissa- 
ries, &c.  &c.  I  heartily  acquit  ministers 
of  all  charges  which  have  been  urged  against 
them,  with  respect  to  the  late  dismal  and 
unfortunate  Convention.  I  now  implore 
you,  oh !  my  countrymen !  no  longer  to 
remain  silent,  and  passive  spectators  of  events 
which  involve  the  dearest  interests  of  your 
country  ;  but  to  make  known,  in  a  respectful 
manner,  to  a  justly  beloved  sovereign,  the 
disappointed  hopes  of  a  loyal  people. -^&c. 

JnO.    HOiMESPUN. 


Defence  of  the  Convention. 
SiK, — The  penetrating  genius  of  Hudi- 
bras  discovered  that  one  spur  was  sufficient 
to  make  both  sides  of  a  horse  go  ;  wisely 
reasoning,  that  while  one  side  of  the  animal 
was  in  action,  the  other  could  not  be  at 
rest. — You  appear  to  have  also  made  a  dis- 
covery, though  not  equal  to  Hudibras'  ;  his 
reasoning  was  incontrovertible  ;  yours  will 
only  convince  those  who  conclude  without 
investigation  ;  and  who  will  consequently 
readily  believe,  that  you  would  not  devote 
a  dozen  lines  of  your  Register  of  the  15th  inst. 
to  explain  what  you  intended  by  the  expres- 
sion "  next  arrival,  "  unless  your  meaning 
had  been  misrepresented  ;  that  you  would 
not  contend,  unless  opposed  ;  appeal,  un- 
less resisted  ;  or  triumph,  unless  victorious. 
But,  it  is.  impossible  to  repel  where  no 
attack  is  made,  and  ridiculous  to  attack 
where  no  vulnerable  point  presents  itself; 
and  I  feltperfectly  satisfied  that  it  was  iinpos- 
sible  to  extract  from  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
301  h  ult.  any  one  sentence  from  which,  when 
properly  considered  with  its  context,  you, 
possessing  no  moderate  share  of  ingenuity, 
could  make  it  appear,  that  the  fair  and  natural 
inference  coincided  with  what,  in  your  ex- 
planation, you  state  you  never  intended. 
My  meaning  evidently  was,  that  "  the  pub- 
lic could  not  reasonably  expect  that  an  un- 
conditional surrender  of  the  French  forces 
in  Portugal  would  be  the  immediate  con- 
sequence of  their  defeat  at  Roleia  and 
Vlmiera,"  that  "  the  defeats  sustained  by  the 
French  on  the  17th  and  21  st  Sept.  did  net 
materially  increase  the  prohsbility  of  even- 
tually expelling  them  from  Portugal  more 
speedily,  or  on  'terms  more  advan:ageoai, 
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lary  axioms.     It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaciion 


t'ian  •hey  would  have  been  expelled  by  the 
f-ngli^h  nr;ny,  had  no  victory  been  obtain- 
ed "  -  I  St  1  ted  my  reasons  for  so  thinking, 
ai).'  the?  fliliacv  of  them  has  not  be-n  esta- 
blished. The  quostif.n  then  was,  consider- 
ing the  relative  sitnation  of  the  armies,  ac- 
cording to  the  information  of  which  the 
ptiblic  wn<  possessed  at  the  time  of  the  pub  . 
li"3tic  n  of  the  Gazette,  aiihouncing  the 
victory  at  Vimiera,  whetiier  terms  n)ight 
a  t  be  giaiiti  d,  which  would  be  preft-rable 
eiih'.r  to  c(  nsi  miug  time,  and  encounter- 
jni;  tlie  difficulties  that  must  necessarily  be 
experienced  in  blor!;ad:ng  thera,  or  to 
sustaining  a  is  at  loss  in  forcibly  expelling 
them  fiom  their  forts  and  entrenchments.  In- 
deed, so  clear  pnd  obvious  was.  iny  meaning, 
that  I  concluded  no  EnglhUmna  could  Le 
found  so  perversely  stvipid,  as  not  to  com- 
pri-Iiend  it  j  and  under  the  ii'iluenceof  this 
con  ;ction,  added  to  the  fxpecl.ition  I  enter- 
tained, that,  on  the  arrival  of  Sir  Hew  DjI- 
rymple,  some  additional  particulars  would 
be  communicated  to  the  public,  I  deier- 
niint^  neither  to  reply  to  yo^ir  explanation, 
nor  to  the  oiher  observations  which  you 
made  upon  what  I  advanced.  In  both  in- 
stances I  have  been  disappointed  ;  and  shall 
therefore  now  shortly  reply  to  those  obser- 
vations, and  assure  yen,  that,  as  you  are 
well  acquainted  with  iiiankind,  I  now  begin 
to  incline  to  the  opinion,  that  you  thought 
there  might  be  some  for  whose  benefit  it 
•was  necessary  to  elucidate  what  was  not 
ambiguous,  and  expound  what  was  not 
mysterious. 

And  now  this  fustian  siufF  is  done. 
Lei's  fairly  to  th'  argumtiit  conic. 

You  ask  was  it  a  reasonable  expectation  ? 
I'irst  :  if  you  mean  by  it,  "  was  the 
victory  at  Viniiera  such  as  to  render  reason- 
able the  expectation  generally  entertained 
that  :ui  uncoiidilicn.ii  surrender  would  be 
the  immediate  lesuil  ?"  I  answer,  no  j  and 
from  the  general  teudency  of  your  observa- 
tions in  the  Register,  I  should  conclude 
that  you  are  a  convert  to  this  negHMon, 
were  it  not  impossible  to  deduce  this  in- 
ference fiom  your  statement,  that  the 
whole  of  Junot's  frtrce  (14  000)  was  repulsed 
by  part'(9.0CO)  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley's 
anny,  aniounti.ig  to  18,000.  No'-v,  Sir, 
this  is  a  phenomenon  (if  you  please)  in 
milit  iry  Hit'iirs,  for  the  existence  of  which 
a  skilf'ii  tactician,  even  supposing  the  bra- 
very of  the  contending  armies  to  be  equal, 
would  experience  no  difficulty  to  accimnt. 
But  neither  docs  necessity  urge,  nor  inclina- 
tion prompt  me,  to  vietail  the  demonstraticuis 
ui'  ilieory,  or  crowd  your  pjj^os  with  miii- 


I  admit,  that  the  superior  bravery  and 
firmness  of  our  troops  repulsjj  the  attacks 
of  superior  numbers  of  the  French.  Bat 
was  ihtir  ability  la  do  so  first  discovered  at 
Vimiera?  No.  Fortunately  many  insiances 
have  occurred,  in  which  the  intrepidity 
and  resolution  of  Engli  h  troops  liave  ren- 
dered aboitive  the  in.'petuou.s  and  vigorous 
attacks  of  the  Fiench.  They  h.ivc  resisied, 
where  cautious  prudence  would  dictate 
retreat,  or  advise  surrender  ;  they  have 
assailed,  where  cold  cakalatiun  would  pre- 
dict defrjt,  or  fijretel  destruction.  Th^ 
people  of  England  well  knew  ihe  characltif 
of  tl.eir  soldiers  ;  the  retrospn'ii'e  view  of' 
their  exploits  was  cheering  and  d  riighilul ; 
but  wlint  reason  o>as  there  to  ■.lippo^t'  uia: 
they  had  degenerated  ?  Was  the  spirii  .'.uJ 
courage,  displayed  by  our  . oldiers  at  Mal- 
plaqoet,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
eighieenlh  century,  less  apparent  at  the 
attack  at  Lincellcs  and  other  places,  at  its 
close  ?  Was  the  glory  acquired  ni  Mindeii 
obliterated  at  Maida  ?  We  were  covered 
with  glory  at  Vimiera — but  obtained  little 
else.  The  battle  of  Alexandria  was  gained 
by  our  troops,  in  nearly  the  sime  proportion 
to  the  French,  as  the  battle  of  Vimiera. 
The  retreat  of  the  French  in  both  cases  was 
not  prevented.  Was  the  unconditional  sur- 
render of  Abdallah  Menou's  troops  the 
imniediate  and  necessary  consequence  ?  Was 
it  the  eventual  consequence  after  Sir  David 
Baird  had  joijed  with  the  Indian  army, 
and  General  Belliard  had  surrendered  at 
Cairo,  to  the  particulars  cf\vhich  surrender, 
and  the  circumst.^nces  under  which  it  was 
ncgociatcd,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  ? 
To  return,  however;  was  it  the  immediate 
and  necessary  consequence  ?  No,  and  the 
only  possible  reply  is,  that  after  the  battle 
of  Alexandria  the  English  army  received 
no  reinforcements  ;  after  the  battle  of  Vi- 
miera it  did.  This  reply  concedes  the  point, 
that,  with  the  irtiops  Sir  Arthur  Weilesley 
had  at  the  battle  of  the  21st,  it  was  not  rea-. 
souable  to  expect  an  unconditional  surrender. 
We  have  now  to  examine,  with  the  augmen- 
tation of  force  on  the  part  of  the  English, 
the  rel--".tive  situation  of  the  two  armies, 
which  naiuraliy  includes  the  consideratioa 
of  what  you  may,  secondly,  mean  by  the 
term  it,  viz.  was  the  position  of  Junot  so 
strong,  bis  supply  of  provisions  so  ample, 
and  his  force  so  formidable,  as  to  prevent  the 
English  arnay  compelling  him,  without 
crejt  delay  or  considerable  loss,  uncondi- 
tionally to  surrender  ?  I  refer  to  my  former 
letter  to  you  to  shew,  that,  with  the  infor- 
mation the  public  then  hiul,  it  was   not  rca- 
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sonable  to  cxp'^ct   it,  and   shall  now  o(Ter 
such  observalions  as  your   remarks  on    lli;it 
letter   seem  to  require.     It  is   necessary  to 
premise,  that  it  was  generally  known  I  hat 
30,000  men  had  sailed   for  Portugal,  yettill 
the  news  oC  the  victory  at  Vimiera  arrived, 
no  sanguine   expectations  of  unconditional 
surrender  were  entertained  by   the  public  ;'• 
and  tiiat,  at  the  time  I  vvrote  my  former  let- 
ter, no  accounts  had  reached  this  country  of 
the  numbers  for  v»'hich  transports  had  been 
demanded.     I  purposely  admitted  as   correct 
the  number  wliich  you  acknowledged  Junot 
had  re-conducted  into  Lisbon  ;     I   stated  the 
manner  in  which  I  accounted  for  the  num- 
ber of  men  Jnnot  could  collect  ;  it  was  vvhat 
no  one  could  misiinderstand  or  deny  ;  and  I 
6tdl  continueto  believe  ihat  Junot  had  20.0'>0 
men  on  whose  active  services   he  could  rely, 
You  do  not  prove  that  there  is  even  a  strong 
probability  of  the  contrary.     I  cannot   avoid 
expressing  my  surprise  that  you  should  so  hr 
have  misunderstood  as  to  misrepresent  what 
I  stated  with  respect  to  the   advantage  to  be 
derived  from  a  superiority   of  numbers   iti  a 
blockade.    I  started  no  difficulties,  but  even 
g'anted,  that  immcduitely  after  the  battle  of 
Vimiera,     "  the   Enghsh    army    was    ena- 
bled to  blockade  him,  and  prevent  his  ineur- 
sions  into   the   country  ;    Junot   could   rot 
again   meet   tliem   in   the  field."      Further 
comment  is  unnecessary.     J  shall  now   con- 
sider what  you  advan<;e  respecting  the  advan- 
tage  to    be  derived   from    a   superiority  of 
numbers  in  a  storm,  reminding  you  that    I 
then  said  :     "  I  do   not   mean    to  insinuate 
that  our  troops  could  i;ot  reduce  Junot,  but 
their  amounting  to  ?,0  000    men    would  not 
prevent  a  great  eifu-^ion    of  blood."     Esti- 
mating, then,  the  actual    military    force  of 
Junot  at  only  20,000  ujen,    and    increasing 
the  30,000  English  troops  in  the    propoition 
of  14  to  9,  the  ratio  established  at  Vimiera, 
and  which  is  conceding  to  you  every  advan- 
tage you  can  possibly  exi>ect    from  your   ar- 
gument, we  shall  gain  an  additior.al  force  of 
17)000  imaginary  men,  phantasmagoria  .sol- 
diers,   Plnlipstai    hus'ars,     phantoms    who 
would  have  been  a  long   titnc  in  clearing  re- 
doubts, ramparts,    counterscarp's,    Ike.    and 
have  done  iitt/e  to  enable   our   .30.000  sub- 
stantial English  soldiers  to  possess  themselves 
of  Junot'si\;trenchments.  ["  Piisu.-i-i  teneatis, 
aHii^-i  ?"]  It  is  important  however  to  be  seri- 
ous in  considering  a  serious  .subject.     Let  us 
give   foiro  and  substante   to   airy  nothing. 
Let  us  .-aippose  that    30,000  Enghsh  soldiers 
contain  mi  a  re  rials  sufficient   for   the   raanu- 
facfure  of  50,000  Frenchmen  :  here,   then, 
20.000  Frencluucn    in  intrcnchmcnts   have 
to  resist  thi?  attack   of  50,000  Frenchmen. 


-Defames  of  tha  Convention.  [/Ci 

1  admit  that  this  superiority  for  insuring 
success  in  storming  is  advantageous  ;  but  i 
repeat,  that  it  would  not  prevent,  on  the  part 
oftiie  assailants  a  gre.it  effusion  of  blood.  I 
.'/ippose  succcs.?,  and  siiall  therefore  not  allude 
to  instances  in  which  tlie  assailants  were 
defeated.  When  the  Ar.stri-  ns,  under  Dauti 
a)id  Nadasr,  attacked  the  Duke  of  Beverr, 
commanding  3n  army  of  2.5 ,000  men  in  en- 
entrenchments  before  Breslaw,  their  loss 
nearly  equalled  the  whole  of.  Severn's  army, 
although  they  attacked  hiirj  with  a  force 
nearly  four  times  as  numerous.  Tlie  Aus- 
trians  were  astonished  at  tlieir  success,  and 
the  duke  of",  "ern  was  censured  for  return- 
ing with  a  coiuparatively  trliiing  loss.  Did 
the  superior  numbers  of  the  Fre.ich  at  Lodi 
prevent  o\i  their  part  a  great  effasion  of  blood  ? 
Did  PvloHendorf — but  you  must  already  b» 
exclaiming  : 

Utiturin  re  non  dubia  testibus  non  necessariis. 
Further,  it  is  notorious  that  many  instances 
iviay  be  cited  to  in-ove,ihat,  after  great  loss  has 
been  sustained  in  storming  the  intrenchments 
and  outworks,  the  assailants  have  granted  to 
the  besieged  in  the  citadel  ter.ms  of  capitula- 
lion  which  secured  to  them  very  considerable 
advantages  to  .small  bodie.sof  men  shut  up  in 
forts  not  more  formidable  than  those  of  Por- 
tugal, thegreaterpart  of  which  you  say,  Myoitr 
information  is  correct,  were  things  to  be  takea 
by  storm  with  perhaps  the  loss  of  a  thousand 
men  for  each  attack.  — pjiavo  !  Mr  Cobbett ! 
Excellent  well  !  Let  the  public  read  this,  and 
every  cool  reflecting  man  will  be  vexed  that 
he  has  suffc-red  his  feelings  to  get  the  better 
of  his  judgment,  that  he  anticipated  what 
was  either  impossible  or  what  policy  could 
not  justify.  I  have  a  strong  suspicion,  that, 
with  all  your  pretended  contempt  for  the 
learned  languages,  you  are  well  acquainted 
wish  the  classics,  and  that,  in  writing  the  pre- 
ceding sentence,  you  had  in  view  the  follow- 
in  passage  of  Cicero  de  Oratore  :  "  Si  quae 
pvemal  res  veheiiientius,  ita  cedere  solere,  ut 
noil  modo  non  abjecto,  sed  ne  rejecto  quidem 
sento  fugere  videar  ;  sed  adhibere  quandam 
in  dicendo  speciem  atque  pompam  et  pugrse 
similera  fugam."  The  application  is  not  diffi- 
cult; and  1  proceed  to  reply  to  what  you  ad- 
vance respecting  the  succes-ful  defence  of 
Saragcssa  and  Valencia.  You  say  it  has  not 
been  owing  to  the  strength  o{  the  place,  but 
totiie  strength  and  courage  of  the  defender.^. 
I  tjjought  I  had  provided  against  an  answer 
of  this  sort  by  instancing  the  defeat  of  the 
defeat  of  the  Spaniards  at  Rio  Seco  by  a 
third  of  their  number;  and  it  so  happen- 
ed, that  the  undisciplined  defenders  of  these 
places   were  vauquished  in   the  field,,  com- 
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pelled  to  retreat  to  their  towns,  and  there 
became   victors.     And  we   now  learn   that 
these  brave  Spaniards  hesitate,  perhaps  pru- 
dently, to  attack    Marshal  Ney's  corps  on 
the  Ebro.     Although   according  to  the  ac- 
eounts  given  in  the  newspapers,  their  army  is 
three  times  as  numerous  as  the  French,  and 
possesses  besides  a  large  proportion  of  regulars. 
As  an  answer  to  your  representation  of  what 
I  said  with  respect  to  distressing  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Lisbon,  I  shall  state  what  I  did  say: 
"  there  was  no  great  reason  to  believe  that  a 
French  army  would  starve,  while  there  were 
between  2  and  300.000  Portuguese  inhabi- 
tants in   Lisbon  ;  people  wliom  we  went  to 
assist  not  to  distress,  to  defend  and  not  to 
assail  ;"  and  if  Junot  was  to  be  reduced  by 
blockade,  the  ithabitants  of  Lisbon   would 
first  jufter  by  want  of  provisions,  wlmtever 
number  of  gibbets   Dalrymple   might  erect 
round  Junot's  camp.     Is  it  even  a  very  great 
infraction  of  the  laws  of  w;«r  for  a  general 
to  subsist  hit.  army  at  the  expence  of  the  in- 
habitants who  are  his  enemies  ?   I  beg  leave 
to  remind  you  of  the  manner  in  which  you 
have  treated   this  subject   in  some  of  your 
former  Registers.       In  order,  however,  to 
remove  every  pretext  for  cavil,  I  will   sup- 
pose myself  to  have  said,  that  in  the  event 
ot  assault,  every  ball  the  English  fired  would 
kill  more  Portuguese  than  French  ;  and  that 
Junot  would  not  have  been  restrained  by  the 
feelings   of  humanity  from    practising  any 
species  of  torture  and  cruelty  on  the  inhabi- 
tants, friends  or  foeg,  in  order  more  success- 
fully to  resist  the  attack  of  the   English. — 
You  say  that  for  our  general  to  refrain  from 
attacking  them  on  that  account  is  the  deter- 
mination of  a   coward.     "  What  !   did  not 
Junot  well  know,  that  at  last  he  must  become 
really  responsible    lor  all   the  cruelties  he 
committed  upon  the  people  of  Lisbon?"     Is 
Duhesme  restrained  through  fear  of  the  con- 
sequences from  distressing  the  inhabitants  of 
Barcelona  ?  And  did  not  tha  celebrated  Eail 
of  Peterborough  and  sir  Cloudesley    Shovel 
hesitate  to  attack  this  Barcelona,  the  inhabi- 
tants being    in   tJie  interest  of  Charles,  and 
not  daring  to  lift  a  hostile  finger,  because, 
as  they  affirmed,  they    were  overawed   by 
the  duke  de  Popoli's  g:urison  of  5000  men  ? 
Was  general  Schmetiau  to  be  intimidated  by 
threats  from   burning   the  fine  suburbs  of 
Dresden,  and  otherwise   distressing   its  in- 
babitant?,  when  Marshal  Daun  appeared  be- 
fore it  with  the  whole  of  his  army  after  hi» 
victory  at  Hoehkirchen  ?      And   was  Dann 
considered  a  coward,  for  not  attacking,  with 
very  superior  niiniber.s,  the   Prus-sian  army 
in   and  before  Dresden  ?     No  ;  and  it  was 
the   threat  lo  deilroy  the  place,  aiid  parliid 
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execution  of  that  threat,  that  induced  Daun 
not  to  ruin  his  friends  equally  with  his  foes, 
and  save  the  Prussian  army.     Did  the  terror 
of  Russian    sabres    and   halters  induce  tha 
French  to  desist  from  firing   from   the  ci- 
tadel of  Turin,  on  its  inhabitants  in  the    in-  . 
terest   of  the  allies,  who  had   driven  them 
from   their  outworks,  and  got  possession   of 
the  town  ?  Was  hanging   mentioned   in  any 
article  of  the  convention  concluded   there? 
It  is  inueed  superfluous  to  relate  any  of  the 
atrocities  of  which  the    French   have  been 
guilty  :  for  no  man  will  believe  that  they  are 
to  be  deterred  by  a  gibbet  from  eommitting 
any  cruelty,  if  thereby  they  can  secure  to 
themselves  any   advantage.     And  the  mur- 
dering of  a  few  thousand  Frenchmen  in  cold 
blood,  would  not  much  alleviate  the  fuf^'er- 
ings  of  the    inhabitants.     It  is  however  in- 
controvertible, that  whatever  portion  of  dis- 
tress it  is  possible  for  an  army  to  avert  from 
friendly   inhabitants,   is   a  circumstance,  in 
that  degree  at  least,  exculpatory  of  the  com- 
mander, in  not  resorting  to  those  measures 
which   would   have  produced  that  distress. 
It  is  not  alone,  perhaps,  sufficient  to  justify 
the  total  abandonment  of  an  object,  in  itself 
highly   important  to   be  gained,   (to   shew 
which  I   have   before  stated  the  conduct  of 
the  great  Earl  of  Peterborough  at  Barcelona), 
but  it  is  a  very  considerable  item  in  the  cata- 
logue of    these  obstacles,  that    collectively 
would  wisely   determine  a  commander  to  re- 
linquish that  object.     I  wish  it  to  have  its 
due    weight   and    no  more,       I   have  now 
answered   all   your   observations,    and   will 
again  ask  you  candidly  to  declare,  whether  it 
was  reasonable  to   expect  an  unconditional 
surrender  of  the  French  in  Portugal,  as  thecon- 
sequence  of  the  battle  of  Vimiera;  knowing 
that  Junot  wasenabled  to  retreat  to  his   posi- 
tion ?  If  we  had  gained  no  victory, we  must  have 
occupied  the  Same  ground,  and  possessed  near- 
ly the  same  advantages.  We  gained  glory,  and 
little  more  ;  and   this  glory  so  dazzled  our 
countrymen,  that  they  considered  as  inevi- 
table, what  before  they  had  deemed  scarcely 
possible.     It  was  this  victory  at    Vimiera 
that  made  them  exclaim  : 


-Occidit,  pocidir. 


Spcs  oinnis  et  fortuna  nostri   nominis. 

The  public  knew  the  amount  of  the  forca 
sent  ag.Tinst  Lisbon ;  and  I  ask,  whether, 
(without  recapitulating  all  the  particulars) 
the  relative  situation  of  the  armies,  agree- 
ably to  the  information  the  public  then  had 
and  since  confirnied,  was  such  as  to  render 
unpardonable  the  granting  of  terms  to  the 
French?  I  think  1  have  advanced  reasons 
s\ifHcient  to  prove  the  contrary.  If  they  are 
futil^,  let  ilicii  futiJity  be  proved  3  if  they 
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are  convincing,  let  it  be  candidly  avowed. 
Jf  their  fallacy  shall  be  established,  I  shall 
not  be  ashamed  to  acloiowledge  my  error  ; 
and  f  can  assure  you,  I  never  hold  thecandid 
in  contempt.  Truth  and  impartiality  are 
piy  object.s  ;  they  were,  I  suppose,  yours, 
when  you  nobly  advocated  the  cause  ot 
Lutz,  and  tirmly  supported  the  eflecLs  of 
popular  indignation  kt  the  peace  of  Amiens. 
Jfc)o  not  suffer  yourself  now  to  be  biassed  by 
popular  clamour  ;  whatever  part  of  it  arises 
from  erroneous  opinions,  resist  and  correct 
as  far  as  you  can  ;  whatever  part  of  it  ih  just 
and  reasonable,  sanction  and  support ;  but, 
let  your  determination  be  the  result  of  in- 
quiry ;  aud  do  not  let  it  be  asked, 

Cur  non 

Ponderibus  modulisque  suis  ratio  utitur ;  ac  res 
Ut  quseque  est,  ita  suppliciis  delicta  cocrcet .' 

The  case  seems  to  be  this  :  the  total 
expidsion  of  tlie  French  from  Portugal  is 
the  grand  object  for  which  an  English  army 
is  sent  there  ;  theditficnlties  in  accomplish- 
ing this  object  are  great,  if  the  enemy  de- 
termines to  risk  his  own  vuin  in  opposing 
them  :  but,  so  important  is  the  object,  they 
must  be  encountered.  If  however  it  can  be 
obtained  by  granting  terms  to  this  enemy, 
which  terms,  on  balancing  the  advantage 
.derived,  and  the  injury  sustained,  both  in  pre- 
sent effect  and  probable  consequence,  will  se- 
cure ow/y  the  same  benefit  tliat  would  have 
resulted  from  adopting  the  severe  alternative 
of  force,  it  is  not  culpable  to  grant  them; 
^nd,  in  whatever  degree  the  disadvantage* 
resulting  from  such  a  Convention  can  be 
proved  to  exceed  the  benetits  derived,  in 
that  degree  the  commander  who  signs  it 
is  culpable;  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  tliere  are 
some  articles  initsomortif^yinganddegrading, 
that  I  cannot  conceive  it  will  be  possible  to 
produce  satisfactory  reasons  for  having  acce- 
ded to  them.  There  is  a  portion  of  infamy 
attached  to  this  Convention  of  Lisbon  which 
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your  Register  pending  the  DistiUery  Bill.  It 
appeared  to  you,  because  much  hadbeen  said 
both  in  the  house  sud  out  of  it,  that  th# 
subject  had  been  completely  exhausted  ;  but, 
in  the  different  views  which  were  exhibited, 
the  peculiar  and  distinguishing  characteristic 
of  our  present  situation  appears  to  have  been 
overlooked.  This,  in  fact,  consists  in  that 
very  extraordinary  extcnkion  of  the  con- 
sumption of  wheat  in  this  country  which  of 
lattf  years  has  so  greatly  ouLfttripped  the 
growth  of  the  other  countries  of  {>roductiott. 
It  is  not  that  our  own  growth  has  not 
increased  in  a  ratio  proportioned  to  this 
extended  consumption  that  we  have  cause  of 
alarm,  for  tJie  reverse  is  notoriously  the  case. 
In  a  work  recently  published,  entitled  "  An 
Inquiry  into  the  Slate  of  National  Sub- 
sistence as  connected  with  the  Progress  of 
Wealth  and  Population,  by  W.  T.  Combe," 
an  historical  view  is  exhibited  of  the  pro- 
gress of  this  increase,  and  it  is  there  shown 
that  the  growth  of  wheat  has  doubled  itself 
\yithin  the  present  reign,  and,  from  evidence 
equally  unquestionable,  ha  has  shown,  that 
the  increased  production  of  other  countries 
has  borna  no  proportion  to  this  amount. 
However  adequate,  therefore,  our  usual  and 
ordinary  growth  may  ba  to  the.  support  of 
our  population,  yet,  in  case  of  a  failure,  wa 
can  nowhere  look  for  a  stock  adequate  to 
supply  our  wants;  for  the  redundant  produce 
of  other  countries,  which  might  supply  a 
deficiency  in  a  growth  of  four  million  quar- 
ters of  wheat  annually,  would  ba  utterly 
inadequate  to  cover  a  proportionate  failure 
where  the  usual  growth  exceeded  eight  mil- 
lions.— We  must  therefore  admit  the  justness 
of  the  remark  of  the  author  above  alluded 
to  (p.  18,  8vo.  edition),  that  "  when  the 
consumption  of  a  country  gieatly  exceeds 
the  general  produce  of  the  neighbouring 
countries  ot  exportation,  it  is  from  her  own 
produce  alone  that  a  stock  can  be  formed  at 


I  fear  can  never   be  wholly  efHiced.     Grief  |  all  adequate   to   her   probable  wants   on  a 


and  disgrace  have  invaded  us,  and  I   cannot 
yet  discover   how  they  are  to  be  altogether 

expelled. 1  have   the  honour  to  remain, 

with  great  respect,  &c. — C. — 25//*  October, 
1S08. 


The  late  Harvest. 
Sir; — As  you  are  always  watchfirl  to 
direct  the  public  attention  to  important  to- 
pics, the  intrinsic  interest  of  a  SMbject  will 
be  a  sufficient  claim  to  your  notice  though  it 
should  not  obtrude  itself  by  the  popular 
clamour  of  the  moment.  The  state  of  our 
Stocks  of  Grain,  the  prospectsof  ourgrowing 
crop,  and  the  probability  of  foreign  supplies, 
were  matters  of  inquiry  and  examination  in 


failure  of  her  own  growth.  The  surplus 
projuce  of  the  whole  world,"  it  is  added, 
"  would  afford  small  relief  to  such  a  popu- 
lation as  that  of  China." — Without  follow- 
ing this  writer,  who  seems  to  speak  from  a 
practical  acquaintai:ce  with  the  .subject, 
through  all  the  causes  connected  as  they  are 
with  the  existing  corn  laws,  and  the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  country  which  have  prevented 
the  formation  of  such  stores,  it  mus,t  be 
acknowledged,  that  the  removal  of  these 
difficulties  becomes,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  a  matter  of  very 
urgent  necessity.  I'he  practicability  of  en- 
couraging such  stores,  without  checking  the 
operation    o{  the    dealers    and   farmers,  U 
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demor.5ti"ntpd,  and  it  cerlninly  becomes  the 
imperious  dnty  of  the  legt'-'/Uiire,  from  the 
peculiar  ficklenp'ss  of  dur  clitnale,  which, 
*'  owing  f^ither  to  our  insular  ?i*nation,  or 
northern  laiitude,  or  both,  cornbin'^d  with 
the  compirativelv  liraitcdextentof  ttrrifory, 
has  been  a  source  of  scarcity  and  famine  m 
every  period  of  our  liistory,"  (o  turn  theii 
nttenfiori  to  this  subject. — Nothing  but  that 
natural  propensity  in  man,  to  forget  past 
evils  in  the  possession  of  present  good,  could 
prevent  the  effect  which  these  repealled  les-' 
Sbns  ought  to  produce  on  our  conduct.  Rut 
▼v-e  seem  to  be  governed  by  a  blind  fatality 
or  3  desperate  conlidence.  The  Iiarvest  is 
now  over,  and  the  universality  of  the  com- 
plaint of  mildev/  puts  it  beyond  a  doubt  that 
the  injury  is  extensive.  In  some  places  the 
produce  is  estimated  at  a  third  less  than  the 
average  crop,  in  others  a  fourth,  and  in 
some  a  fifth.  If  we  could  supjiose  the  defi- 
ciency on  the  whole  to  be  an  eighth,  this 
would  amount  to  at  least  a  million  quarters  of 
wheat,  more  than  double  our  average  impor- 
tation, and  which  has  never  been  exceeded 
but  once  in  the  annals  of  our  history,  and 
that  after  two  successive  failures. — The  price 
of  Vvheat  has  already  risen  at  least  25  per 
cent,  or  a  full  fourth  higher  than  they  were 
before  the  harvest,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  uncertaintv  of  the  American  embargo, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  rise  would 
have  been  more  considerable.  "  It  is  not 
the  magnitude  of  our  foieign  supplies,  so 
much  as  the  manner  of  their  coming  into 
our  markets,  which  aifects  cur-pritei"  A 
hundred  thousand  quarters  of  wheat  are  not 
more  than  an  eightieth  part  of  our  annual 
consumption  ;  but  such  a  supply  arriving 
suddenly  from  America  either  in  London  or 
Liverpool,  or  both  places,  would  depress  t!ie 
price  v^ry  considerably,  and  atfect  those  of 
the  whole  kingdom.  This  circumstance 
renders  the  holding  of  stocks  extremely  dan- 
gerous, without  some  sort  of  encouragement 
from  government,  and  consequently  lays  us 
open  to  every  casualty.  This  rise  is  already 
felt  by  many  of  the  manufacturers  both  in 
Yorkshire  and  I>ancashire,  where  a  partial 
stagnation  of  trade  exists,  notwitlistanding 
the  new  channels  that  h.ive  byen  opened  to 
us.  We  must  hope,  however,  that  the 
words  of  the  writer  before  alluded  to  may 
not  prove  prophetic  :  '*'  Tiie  least  con- 
.sequence  that  would  attend  even  an  in- 
con->idcrable  deficiency,  in  the  total  absence 
of  all  measures  of  precautionand  prevention, 
and  the  almost  inevitable  exhaustion  of  tite 
stocks,  which  would  be  a  consequence  of 
such  neglect,  would  be  a  considerable  distress 
to  altDost  every  ;atik  and  a-  most  serious 
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alarm  to  the  whole  nation.  If  the  failure 
was  at  all  general  or  considerable,  the  con- 
sequei.ce  might  be  an  a^-^lctonment  of  na- 
tional inteiPsi3,  and  a  sacrifice  of  national 
honour,  ti>  obtain  a  participation  in  stocks, 
the  amount  of  Aiiich,  at  lea  t,  probably, 
would  afford  ns  a  very  inconsiderable  relief." 
— I  rCiUain,  Sir,  Sec. — Columella. 


PREWERIKS. 

Sir, — P.^rmading  myself  that  a  commu- 
nication, which  may  contribute  to  re- 
move error  of  any  sort,  will  be  favourably 
rc'ceivcd  by  you,  I  -vn  induced  to  offer  the' 
following  observations  on  a  subject  of  ge- 
neral concern,  inasmuch  ns  it  relates  to  tha 
purify,  and  other  good  qualities,  of  the 
national  beverage.  Beer. — What  I  am  de- 
sirous to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  com- 
munity is,  that  tha  production  of  unijorni' 
/;/ good  beer  is  not  an  arbitrary  matter,  as  is 
commonly  supposed,  and  v/hich  may  be 
accomplished  by  any  and  every  person 
who  choses  to  take  on  himself  the  office  of- 
a  brewer.  For,  a  man  may  be  willing  to 
sacrifice  a  large  allowance  of  the  choicest 
materials,  without  having  the  power,  after 
all,  to  make  a  jjalatable,  early,  and  spon- 
taneously fine,  and  consequently  a  irhole- 
some  malt  liquor,  unless  he  is  provided 
with,  and  fully  understands  all  the  uses  of, 
some  far  more  secure  guides  than  the 
discriminations  of  his  own  senses  alone  will' 
prove.  A  studious  observation  of  the 
powerfully  ditforent  elTects  of  the  dirterent 
degrees  of  heat  in  the  water  used  in  the 
several  extractions,  and  of  the  heat  in  fer- 
menting tlie  worts  so  extracted  from  the 
malt,  is  of  the  very  first  importance  and 
necessity. — The  last  is  an  operation  of  such 
ii'flueuce  in  the  case,  that,  in  conjunction 
with  the  precautions  required  to  be  observed' 
in  the  mashings,  fermentation  determire^' 
the  early  or  the  later  period  of  natural  fine- 
ness, as  well  as  a  distinction  of  flavour  ac- 
coiisling  to  the  several  stages  of  its  progress, 
a!)d,  withal,  fixes  the  prmciples  of  preser- 
vation in  beers.  Hops  afford  the  basis  of 
this  last  mentioned  and  desirrihle  property; 
but  all  the  benefits  of  the  hops  are  de^itrnyeU 
by  a  few  hours  otdy  of  too  long  pr(;tract- 
ed,  or  otherwise  erroneous,  fermentation. — 
T\\e  several  degrees  of  heat,  critically 
suitable  to  fhe.se  two  leading  psrts  of  the 
process,  rest  on  the  brewer's  experience 
a'.id  judgment ;  and,  when  discovered  and 
determiufd  on  by  him,  are  npplied,  ino:;^t 
precisely,  by  the  use  of  properly  constrrct-  ' 
exl  thrrruomcters.  But  these  hcits  cannot 
be  judged  of,  to  any  tolerably  sufficietit  de- 
gree of  coji«cL;.CjS,    by    the  perceptions  of' 
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the  touch  alon?.  Neither  is  the  exact 
quantity  of  saccharine  matter,  afForded  by 
tlie  malt,  wliich  is  the  foundation  of  all  the 
strength  in  (he  beer,  to  be  discriminated  by 
the  taste.  It  is,  however,  necessary  that 
the  precise  amount  of  such  sweet  hhoukl 
be  constantly  ascertained  ;  because,  without 
a  knowlciige  of  this  product,  (which  varies 
surprisingly  according  to  the  different  qua- 
lity of  the  barley,  and  the  method  of 
malting  it)  the  brewer  clinnot  maintain  that 
uniformitif  in  the  strength  and  flavour  of  his 
beer,  which  is  tlie  only  true  criterion  of  a 
well  regulated  practice  —This  valuable  in- 
formation is  afforded  by  a  suitable  hydros- 
tatical  instiument ;  which  shews,  by  the 
specific  gravity  of  small  portions  or  sam- 
ples of  the  difFerent  worts,  and  by  their 
several  gauged  quantities,  the  total  amount 
of  such  saccharine  or  fermentable  matter 
contained  in  tach  brewing  of  aialt,  to  a 
thousandth  part,  or  less. — It  will  be  evident 
to  every  reflecting  mind,  that,  without  a 
knowledge  of  the  uses  of  these  two  instru- 
ments, so  often  as  a  practitioner  succeeds  in 
producing  good  beer,  he  is  indebted  to 
chance  alone — and  that  he  retains  no  sure 
means  to  repeat  his  fortunate  operation. 
Time,  indeed,  Vv'ill  produce  much  chinge 
and.  generally,  some  improvement  in  beers 
brewed  at  such  random;  a  remedy  which 
may  be  afforded,  and  is,  also,  greatly  relied 
on  in  family  brewings.  But  this  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  highly  disadvantageous .  to 
the  public  brewers  in  the  present  state  of 
their  trade,  by  causing  a  necessity  for  a  bur- 
densome stock  of  beer,  prepared  from  bar- 
ley at  an  excessive  price,  and  loaded  with 
enormous  duties  on  the  beer,  and  on  the 
malt. — The  employment  of  the  two  instru- 
ments is  now  become  pretty  general  in  the 
trade  ;  yet  the  advantages  derived  from  them 
are  but  partial — always  varying  with  the  de- 
gree of  experience  and  judgment  possessed 
by  the  ditFerent  practitioners,  in  estsblishing 
a  set  of  rules  for  conducting  the  operations.  It 
is,  therefore,  severely  injurious  that,  owing 
to  the  generally  prevailing  opinion,  that  the 
business  of  brewing  is  merely  practical, 
and  therefore  performable  by  persons  ot 
the  meanest  education,  those,  who  have 
been  somewhat  moie  successful  than  some 
others,  in  discovering  the  beneficial  points 
and  use-i  of  the  instruments,  have  become 
the  objects  of  misrepresentation  and  detrac- 
tion ;  and  this,  directly  through  the  igno- 
rance of  the  uninstructed  part  of  the  trade, 
or  of  other  persons  who  are  equally  unin- 
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formed  in  the  matter.  Much  calumny  has 
been  disseminated  in  a  charge  of  their  using 
otlier  articles  than  "  malt,  hops,  yeast,  and 
water."  or  it  is  chiefly  pointed  at  a  suppo.sed 
use  ot  substitutes  for  the  two  first.  I  shall 
ende;ivour  to  shew  that  the  brewer  who  ex- 
pends his  money  in  any  such  substitutes,  or 
in  any  extraneous  matters  whatsoever  is  most 
despicably  ignorant  of  every  advantageous 
principle  of  his  business,  and  of  his  imme- 
diate interest  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view; 
for  that  malt  and  hops,  are  not  only  the 
most  beneficial,  in  every  respect,  but,  also, 
the  cheapest  articles  that  can  be  used  in  a 
brewery. — It  is  well  known  to  the  Distillers, 
as  well  as  to  the  intelligent  among  the 
Brewers,  that  it  would  be  no  more  futile  to 
attempt  to  make  saleable  bread  from  saw- 
dust, than  to  make  any  sort  of  vinous  liquor 
(such  as  beer)  from  any  matters  whatsoever, 
except  from  some  matter  which  is  saccharine. 
For,  no  other  subjects  will  yield  an  extract 
which  is  capable  of  the  vinous  fermentation; 
without  suck  fermentation  no  strength  or  spi- 
rituority  can  be  produced  ;  and  the  quantitj 
of  ardent  spirit,  (provided. the  fermentatioa 
has  been  properly  conducted)  is  ever  in  pro- 
portion to  the  qu'antitv  of  sweet  contained 
originally  in,  and  therefore  extractable  from, 
the  subject  or  matter  employed  3  and  so 
very  exact  is  this  proportion  of  the  spirit  to 
the  sweet,  that  the  distillers  can  ascertain,  to 
mathematical  certainty,  the  precise  num- 
ber of  gallons  of  proof  spirit  which 
will  be  yielded  by  their  fermented  liquor, 
(called  by  them  wash)  previously  to  commit- 
ting the  latter  to  the  still.  The  same  rule 
extends  also  to,  and  is  practicable  in,  the 
brewery.  Of  all  the  saccharine  matters 
whether  domestic  or  foreign,  procurable  in 
this  kingdom,  the  three  cheapest,  compa- 
ring the  produce  v/ith  the  cost,  are  malt, 
treacle,  and  sugar.  The, proportions  v. Inch 
these  bear  to  each  other,  are,  as  8  bushels 
of  malt,  so  are  ipS  lbs.  of  sugar,  or  1A0 
lbs.  of  treacle. — The  introduction  of  the 
smalle,st  quantity  of  either  of  the  last  two^i 
subjects  the  common  brewer,  by  the  exci.se 
laws,  to  the  penalty  of  ^''200.'  If  then  it 
were  even  desirable  to  substitute  such  sweets 
for  malt,  could,  let  me  ask,  any  useful 
quantity  of  such  bulky  matters  be  introduced 
into  any  considerable  brewery,  without  the 
knowletlge  of  every  individual  employed  on 
the  premises,  who,  as  informer;,  would 
partake  of  the  penalty  ?  Would,  therefore, 
ai'.y  prudent  man  render  himself  liable  to 
such    mean    tyranny,  or    to  such  exposure 
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and  SI  ch  pptialty  ?  With  regard   to   treacle, 
must  rot  every  person,  however  unacquaint- 
ed v/ilh    the   practice  of  brewing,  perceive, 
tliat  a  very  small  portion  of  this  coarse  and 
black  article   could    not  fail  to  destroy  the 
sal«  of  ail    beer  required    to   be  pale ;   and, 
as  to   sugar,  the  cost  of    I9O  lbs.   is  lO/s. 
■while  a  quarter  of  the  very  best  pale  malt  is 
to  be  made  or  purchased  at  20  per  cent,  less  ; 
even  under  the  j)resent  unu>,ually  high  price 
of  larley.      Which,    therefore,   of   all   the 
saccharine  tnatters,  istl-.e  most  desirable  one 
to  a  brewer,  in  producing  the  most  saleable 
betr,  at   the   least   cost   to  L'  1  self  ? — ^The 
v.-eof  hops  in  brewing,  exclusively  of  their 
desirable  flavour,  is   to  preserve   the  worts 
from  becoming  acid  5  as  they  would,  without 
this  preventive,  at  some  seasons,  even  in  the 
first  stage   of  the   fermentation.     For,  the 
introduction  or  the  omission  of  this  ingredi- 
ent constitutes  the  chief  difierence   between 
the  operations  of  making   beer  and  vinegar 
from    malt.      More  powerful    bitters  than 
hops,    may    perhaps,     be    procured,      but 
the    bitter  is  of    no    use  without  the  pre- 
Gentian   and  quassia 
useful,    as   medicines  ; 
in    beer,      they    can- 
a    rapid    decrease    in 
owing    to  their  total 
want  of  the    tine  ar>)ii"!atic    flavour,  as  well 
as  of  the    preservative   qualities    discovered, 
hitherto,  in   hops  alone.     Hence  there  can 
be    no    inducement    to    an    understanding 
brewer   to  use    any     substitute  whatsoever 
for  hops ;     since   it    must    be  plain  to  every 
one,  that  a  prosperous  trade  is  no  otherwise 
lb  be  gained,  or   to  be  preserved,  than  by 
pleasing  the  palates  of  the  consumers ;  and 
no  other  matters  will  afford  so  salcalle  a 
flavour  in  beer,  as  choice  hops  united  with 
well  made  malt. — But,  the  must   important 
of  all  the  considerations  connected  with  the 
case,  relates  to  the  wholesomeness,  or  other- 
>i'ise,  of  the  ditlereni  malt   liquors,  brewed 
in  the  kingdom. — It  is   owing  to  the  gene- 
ral ignorance  among  lli«   majority  of  prac- 
titioners that  hc.-ncely  any  beers  which  are 
brewed   bv     them     will    become    naturally 
tine  in  less  time  than  twelve  months  ;   vhen, 
thay   are,  mo.st    commonly,    hard,   perhaps 
crabbed,  and    are,  accordingly,  deemed  by 
Jl  the  medical  men  unwholesome.     On  the 
Other  hand,  that  species  ot  malt  liquor    is 
allowed    and  found  to   be  the  most  whole- 
iome,  which  becomes  spontaneously  bright 
at  an  early    period,    and    will  so  continue, 
without  tendency  to  acidity  during  as  many 
months  as  may  be  recjuired  for  consuming  it. 
These  desirable  properties  are  to  be  obtained, 
•onilanlly,    «ul/  by  a   knowledj^e   gf    ikc 
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proper  heats  which  are  suited  to  the  critical 
parts  of  the  process.     While  uniformity  in 
strength,  proportionate  to  the  price  obtained 
for  the  beer,  is  gained  by  the  right  use  of  an 
hydrostatical  instrument.     It  will,  probably, 
be  remarked,  that  t'.ie  well  known  importa- 
tions at  the  custom-houses  of  certain  articles, 
supposed  to  be  used   in    the   brewery,  esta- 
blish the  proof  that  such  matters  are  used  in 
beers.     It  may  be  so,    I  am  not  attempting, 
nor   am   I  at  all  desirous,  to    defend    the 
practices  of  the  grossly   ignorant.     What  I 
affir  n  is,   that  no   truly   intelligent  brewer 
would  so  waste  his  money  to  no  other  object 
than  to  deteriorate  his  beer,  and  thereby  im- 
pede the  sale  of  it. — In  situations  where  pub- 
lic breweries  abound,  it  is  little  imagined  how 
very  scarce  they  are  in  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom ;  insomuch  that  it  wasstated  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  house  of  commons,  about  eighteen 
months  ago,    by  Mr.  Jackson,  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  excise,  that  the  number  of 
coinmon   brewers   amounted  only  to  1,400 
while  the  brewing  publicans  were  so  nume- 
rous as  23,700  ! ! — If  the  community  could 
be  prevailed   on    to  believe,  that  a  generally 
successful    practice   in  brewing  is  really  and 
truly  a  matter  of  science,  and  not  attaina- 
ble without  laborious  study,  and  the  constant 
assistance  of  accurately   made   instruments, 
•which  last  can   be   of  no  use   whatsoever, 
unless   they   are    accompanied    with    some 
portion    of    mathematical    knowledge,     it 
would  be  evident  that  the  greater  bulk  (if 
notall)of  the   23,700,  together  with  very 
many  of  the  1400,  in  the  country,  must  be 
utterly  incapable  to  apply  the   instruments, 
and  to  conduct  such  an  intricate   process, 
with  any  approach    to  certainty,  and,  that, 
unable  to  account  for   the  disappointments 
which  they   must   incur,  wholly   ignorant, 
also,  of  any  correct  means  to  judge  of  the 
comparative  values  of  the  very   h;st  mate-  . 
rials  for  brew^ing,  and  the  very  worst,  they 
are  f)pen  to  the   insinuations  of  the  venders 
of  the  drugs  alluded   to,     who,  it    is  well 
known,  hesitate   at   no  falsehoods  to   per- 
suade these  uninformed  people  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  reputable  practitioners  is  owing 
to    the  use  of    the  contemptible   tnish   for 
which       they     pressingly     solicit     orders. 
These,  therefore,  if  any,    are  the  brewers 
who,  through  the  grossest   ignorance,    be- 
come the  purchasers  of  ingredients,  utterly 
inapplicable  to  the  purpose  3  and  which  can 
have  no  other  effect  than   to  increase  their 
difficulties,  as  well  as  their  expences. — On 
the  otiier  hand,  the  most  wholesome,  and 
generally     preferable     malt     liquors,     are 
chiefly  to  be  expected  from  the   efforts  of 
men  of  belter  oducalion,  engaged  in  con- 
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siderable  breweries,  wherein   the   principal 
hii-rtselt",  and  not  an  igtiorant  deputy,  directs 
the  process.     To  snch  men  the  study  of  the 
practice  affords  a  pleasing  amusement,  which 
leads  them  to  ascertain  the  qualities  of,  and 
rightly  to  distinguish  betweera,  the  four  only 
arlick's  which  are  useful  and  necessary,  and 
fl// others    which  are   very  fat  worse   than 
uye/t'ss.     Besides,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
any   brewer,  however  well  experienced  and 
instructed  in  the  business,  to  obtain  so  large 
a   proportion    of  vinous  strength,  as  well  as 
some  other  of  the  mo'^t  desirable  (jualiues  in 
beer,  from  small  as  from  larger  brewings. — 
This  is   no  chimera  ;  for   a  powerful    cause 
might  be  deduced  from  theory,  if  ihat  were 
■Avanting,  to  explain  the  fact.     Tiiis  disad- 
vantage, together  with    the  general  want  of 
system  among  the   inferior  brewers,  cannot 
fail  to  occasion  the  very  serious  waste  of  one 
fourth   part  of  all  the   malt   committed    to 
their  injudicious    treatment.     Any  remarks 
on  (he  effects  of  this  annual   loss,  amount- 
ing, as  might  be  shewn,  to  400,000  quarters 
of  barley,  from  the  national  stock  of  corn, 
would  lead  me  farther  than  I  intended;   and 
would  also   intrude  more  on   your  valuable 
paper  than  I  could  expect  will   be  allowed. 
■ — I  am,  very  respectfully.  Sir,  yours,    &c. 
A  Hampshire  Brewer. — Nov.  4th,  1808. 


CITY  OF  LONDON. 
Resolution  relative  to  the  King's 
Answer,  (Concluded  from  page  730.) 
He  should  not  deny  that  we  were  at  all 
times  entitled  to  petition  his  majesty,  and 
to  state  our  grievances ;  but  would  any 
man  contend,  that  bis  majesty  had  not 
an  equal  right  to  make  what  answer  he 
thought  proper  to  such  Address  or  Petition  ? 
He  threw  out  of  his  consideration  the  idea 
which  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  entertain 
that  in  going  up  to  the  throne  they  were 
going  up  to  the  m.iuisters.  His  view  oL  the 
subject  was  very  different.  He  conceived 
that  the  court  had  no  right  to  know  any 
thing  farther  of  the  Answer,  than  that  it  was 
the  Answer  of  the  sovereign,  and  in  no 
other  light  were  they  entitled  to  regard  it. 
It  was  on  that  understanding  he  supported  the 
Address  to  its  full  extent;  but  he  could  never 
go  the  length  of  daring  to  dispute  his  majes- 
ty's right  to  answer  it  as  he  thought  proper, 
however  much  he  might  lament  the  terms  of 
such  Answer. 

Mr.  Ai'Jerraan  Combe  expressed  his  as- 
tonishment at  the  doctrine  he  had  just  heard, 
so  false,  and  so  justly  reprobated  as  it  had 
always  been  held  in  the  best  limes  of  the 
constitutional  history  of  these  kingdoms. 
'J'he  Answer  of  Iris  majesty  lo  an   Address 


ISOQ.— City  of  London.  [774 

was  well  known,  and  universally  admitted 
to  be  the  Answer  of  his  ministers.  His  ma- 
jesty's speech  was  uniformly  received  and 
discussed  in  parliament  as  the  speech  of  his 
ministers ;  and  it  was  admitted  to  be  compe- 
tent for  every  man,  public  and  private,  to 
discuss  it  as  he  pleased.  He  did  not  question 
the  right  of  his  majesty  to  return  what 
answer  he  chose  to  such  addresses  as  that 
court,  or  any  other  body,  or  number  of  in- 
dividuals, might  present  to  him.  All  hs 
contended  for  was,  the  right  of  that  court 
to  state  the  sensation  which  they  fjU  oh  re- 
ceiving an  answer  sucii  ai  the  present  to  any 
Address  which  they  might  have  presented  to 
his  majesty.  The  Address  to  which  the 
Answer  in  question  had  been  returned,  was 
not  to  be  treated  as  if  it  had  been  the  Ad- 
dress of  a  faction,  or  of  a  short  majority. 
It  was  the  unanimous  Address  of  that  court, 
breathing  a  sentiment  unanimously  adopted 
through  the  country.  The  affront  thrown 
on  the  court  therefore,  in  the  Answer  which 
had  been  made  to  it,  was  uncalled  for,  and 
unnecessary.  The  motion  now  made  did 
not  bar  or  impeach  the  right  of  the  crowa 
to  returnany  a  iswer  it  thought  proper.  Hf 
hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  follow  it  up 
with  anotlier  Address,  which  should  be 
again  carried  up  to  the  throne,  and  which 
he  should  most  cordially  join  in  presenting. 

Mr.  Alderman  Birch,  referring  to  the 
words  of  the  resolution,  declaring  that  it 
was  the  right  of  the  court  to  approach  the 
throne  "  wiihoilt  obstruciion  or  reproof," 
stated,  that  these  were  the  words  to  which 
particularly,  he  objected. — Mr.  Clarke 
and  another  member  submitted,  that  the 
use  of  the  term  "  gracious  Answer,"  when 
coupled  with  the  resolution  immediately  fol- 
lowing, would  convey  3  contradiction  iu 
terms. 

Mr.  Deputy  Goodbehsre  argued,  that 
if  ever  there  was  a  time  when  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Ciiy  of  London  ought  not 
to  be  compromised,  this  was  the  period.  As 
the  Court  asserted  (heir  own  privileges  and 
independence,  so  would  they  be  appreciated  • 
by  the  cc-iutry  at  larie.  The  Answer  of  his 
nrijesty  he  regarded  as  beine  highlv  injudi- 
cious, improper,  and  dange.ous.  Wiien  one 
and  :dl  ought  to  be  united  with  one  heart  and 
one  hand,  as  an  independent  nation,  tJis 
City  of  London  had  been  loaded  with  insult 
and  degradation.  This,  he  submitted,  was 
a  crime  of  tht;  greatest  magnitude,  as  being 
calculated  in  an  eminent  degree  to  produce 
anarchy  and  confusion.  As  well  might  gen- 
tlemen sav,  that  the  Corporation  .--iiould  at 
once  surrender,  or  allnw  all  (heir  priv  ilegss 
to  be  snatched  from  them,  as  recommend  it 


Il^'l 


POI.ITICAI.  REGISTER.— C//]/o/Z,oHrfoM.  [7;(5 


to  them  to  pass  over  tlie  present  Answer  in 
silence.  An  extraordinary  case  required  an 
exnaordinary  measure  to  meet  it.  Never 
hid  one  occurred  which  could  serve  as  a 
parallel  to  the  case  now  before  them  ;  iind 
that  being  so,  he  trusted  the  Court  would 
see  the  necessity  of  adhering  to  their  rights 
and  privileges.  This  they  would  do,  if  they 
did  not  wish  to  degrade  themselves,  and 
to  abandon  the  cause  of  ihe  country. 

Mr.  Gkifiitus  contrasted  the  conduct 
pursued  by  ministers  on  the  present  occasion, 
and  on  the  Address  before  last,  which  had 
been  passed  in  that  Court.  Then  it  vvas 
signified  to  them  that  a  full  attendance  would 
be  expected,  as  it  was  his  majesty's  wish  to 
see  them  all.  Here,  however,  they  could 
not  be  received  in  state.  Ministers  had  ad- 
vised his  majesty  otherwise.  A  worthy 
Alderman,  who  had  always  been  extremely 
iorward  in  going  up  with  Addresses  (Birch) 
had,  too,  been  backward  on  this  last  occa- 
sion, and  the  Court  had  to  wait  half  an  hour 
before  two  Aldermen  could  be  found  to  go 
up  with  the  Address.  The  Answer,  he  con- 
ceived to  be  most  ungracious. 

Mr.  Waithm.\n,  in  reply,  declared,  that 
of  all  the  extraordinary  doctrines  which  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  hear  in  that  Court 
from  the  gentleman  opposite  (Dixon),  and 
from  a  worthy  alderman  (Birch),  nothing 
had  ever  surprised  him  so  much  as  what  he 
hid  heard  this  day.  He  had  been  informed 
by  the  worthy  alderman  that  the  Answer  was 
to  be  held  the  Answer  of  the  king,  not  of  his 
ministers— of  course,  that  no  responsibility 
attached  to  ministers  from  any  Answer  which 
the  king  might  make  to  an  Address.  The 
worthy  commoner  had  denied  all  argument 
.to  his  hon.  friend.  It  might,  therefore, 
have  been  expected  that  he  himself  would 
have  used  something  like  argument.  But 
no — he,  as  usual,  iiad  the  good  sense  not  to 
get  out  of  his  depth,  and  had,  of  course, 
confined  himself  to  abuse  and  despicable 
quibble.  It  would  be  necessaiy  for  hiui  lo 
bring  to  mind  who  was  the  person  by  whou), 
in  1800,  a  similar  motion  lo  thai  nowproposed 
by  him,  was  made.  A  petition  was  then 
presented  to  his  majesty,  requesting  him  lo 
call  pnrliament  together,  in  consequence  of 
a  scarcity  which  then  threatened  tiie  country. 
The  Answer  was  cold  ;  and  alderman  Ilib- 
bert,  than  whom  a  more  worthy  mm  never 
sat  ill  that  Court,  thinking  that  it  might 
have  expressed  some  regret  lor  th.'  distresses 
of  the  people,  along  wiih  the  motion  for 
entering  the  Answer  on  the  Journals  of  the 
Court,  moved  word»  ex[)ressivL'  of  this 
flelitig.  This  he  thought  was  sulhcient  in 
suswer  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  worthy 


gentleman  (.Mr.  Dixon).  As  to  any  idea  of 
abusing  that  wortliy  gentleman,  he  never 
carried  his  abuse  beyond  the  public  conduct 
of  the  person  to  whom  he  alluded  ;  and  if  a 
man  could  not  defend  his  public, conduct, 
he  must  not  expect  to  escape  if  he  would 
obtrude  hiinself  on  public  notice.  Praise 
the  worthy  gentleman  for  his  political  con- 
duct, he  could  not  do  with  any  regard  to 
truth.  As  to  the  worthy  Alderman,  for 
twelve  years  that  he  had  observed  him  iu 
this  Comt,  he  had  never  till  this  day  ob-, 
served  him  altenipt  any  thing  like  a  leply. 
He  had  now  appeared  in  a  new  character ; 
he  had  been  unh.ippy  in  the  exhibition,  and 
he  hoped  he  wouUl  never  try  it  again.  He 
seemed  to  be  a  pupil  of  sir  U.  Fdmer,  and, 
like  many  pupils,  he  had  gone  beyond  his 
master,  and  had  laid  it  down  that  a  king 
niiglu  be  and  actually  was  his  own  minister. 
I'he  great  object  of  petitioning  was,  to  tak« 
care  ihai  truth  should  reach  the  royal  ear. 
The  Common  Council  of  London  had,  on 
this  principle,  gone  up  to  his  majesty  and 
stated  their  wishes,  and  were  they  now, 
after  having  been  reproved  for  doing  so,  to 
stand  still  and  not  to  tell  his  mnjcsty  that  he 
had  been  badly  counselled?  The  worthy 
Alderman  might  continue  to  boast  of  our 
glorious  Constitution,  and  of  our  lords  and 
commons;  he  might  talk  as  he  pleased  of 
the  dangers  of  popery,  and  of  the  blessings 
of  our  holy  religion  j  but  if  we  did  not 
possess  that  privilege  which  the  worthy  al- 
dernuin  see.med  inclined  to  deny  us,  we 
would  3oon  cease  to  have  any  privilege  what- 
ever. Having  contended,  however,  against 
this  principle,  the  worthy  alderm.in  would, 
perhiips,  have  the  goodness  to  ttU  what  he 
thought  the  people  of  this  country  ought  to 
do.  Would  he  recommend  to  them  to  stand 
still,  as  the  Spaniards  had  done,  till  things 
had  come  to  such  a  crisis  that  they  could 
only  advise  the  king  to  run  away  ?  Were 
ihey  the  friends  to  the  constitution,  to  the 
country,  or  to  his  majesty,  who  would  give 
such  an  advice  ?  AVas  "t  n(jt  this  advice 
which  had  betrayed  the  Stuart  family? 
Wiiich  had  continued  to  deceive  the  king, 
till  he  was  obliged  to  abdicate  his  throne, 
and.  which  latterly  produced  the  glorious  Re- 
volution, of  which  the  right  now  contended 
for  by  him,  but  objected  to  by  the  worthy 
Alderman,  was  the  corner  stone  and 
pilkir  ?  The  fate  of  the  country  required 
this  court  to  interfere,  and  apprise  his 
majesty  of  the  public  wish.  This  was 
the  very  time  to  call  on  him  to  resort  to 
better  councils.  The  great  sir  W.  Temple 
said,  that  great  occasions  wanted  great  men, 
and    great   men    wanted    great    occasions. 
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Never  wns  this  country  in  such  a  crisis  as  the 
present,  or  in  one  in  which  there  was  a 
greater  want  of  great  men.  Tlie  question 
for  the  court,  and  for  the  country  to  con- 
sider, was,  if  they  wished  to  become  the 
mark  for  the  slow  moving  linger  of  scorn  to 
point  at.  It  was  impossible  to  feel  on  this 
Eui)iect  like  Englishmen,  and  not  to  feel 
degraded.  Ministers  were  ofren  obliged,  by 
trap.'!  and  trick>,  to  attempt  to  awaken  the 
exertions  of  the  state.  In  the  present  situa- 
tion of  things,  however,  there  were  not  two 
opinions.  The  public  was  actiKited  as  by 
one  feeling.  They  had  even  thrust  ministers 
forward  in  the  contest.  They  had  given 
liberally,  they  had  given  all  that  was  de^ 
manded  of  themj  and  was  it  to  be  endured, 
after  ministers  had  taken  all  that  they  could 
get,  that  we  should  have  the  mortification 
of  seeing  all  ruined, either  by  their  imbecili- 
ty, or  that  of  those  appointed  by  them,  and 
be  denied  even  the  consolation  of  expressing 
our  grievances,  and  demanding  inquiry  into 
thecauses  by  which  our  calamities  have  been 
occasioned  ?  He  hoped  not  only  tli.Tt  the 
resolution  now  proposed  would  be  carried, 
but  that  it  would  be  carried  unanimously. 
It  did  not  seem  possible  that  any  man  could 
oppose  it,  who  was  not  a  place-man  or  a 
place-hunter. 

Mr.  Dixox  said,  the  worthy  gentleman 
took  pleasure  in  representing  the  country  as 
ruined.  Fie,  on  the  other  hand,  declared 
it  to  be  the  admiration  and  wonder  of  the 
world.  It  the  hnn.  gentleman's  ideas  of  our 
kings  were  correct  loo,  what  would  they  be 
but  puppets,  readv  to  receive  instructions  .^ 
Though  kings  could  do  no-wrong,  he  could 
not  help  recollecting,  that  their  acts  were 
sometimes  visited  on  them,  (^ne  had  lost 
his  throne,  and  another  his  life,  for  what 
the  hon.  gent,  would  call  the  work  of  their 
ministers. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Dixon's  Amend- 
ment, was  now  put  and  negatived,  by  a 
great  majority.  The  original  Resolution, 
moved  by  Mr.  Waithman,  was  then  put  and 
carried.  Alderman  Birch  and  two  or  three 
commoners  alone  holding  up  their  hands 
against  it. 

Mr.  Waithman  said,  the  business  would 
be  incomplete  if  it  were  to  rest  here.  He 
therefore  moved,  that  an  humble  Address 
and  Petition  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  in 
conformity  to  the  said  Resolution,  express- 
ing the  desire  of  that  court,  that  a  strict  and 
rigid  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  Convention  in  Portugal,  as 
■well  as  into  the  present  system  of  our  mili- 
tary preferments  3  and  that  his  majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  his  par- 


liament to  be  f(  rthwith  assembled,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  of  tlie  most  effectual 
means  for  carrying  those  desirable  objects 
into  execution. 

Mr.  Jacks,  Mr.  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Deputy 
Box  were  of  opinion,  that  the  proposed 
Address  should  not  be  carried  through  bu 
at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose 
It  might  otherwi.se  seem  that  the  court 
had  been  taken  oy  surprise. — Mr.  Dixon 
disapproved  of  an  Address  at  all.  His  ma- 
jesty had  already  assured  the  court,  that  an 
inquiry  should  be  instituted.  It  would  im- 
ply a  doubt  of  the  truth  of  his  assurance, 
to  repeat  the  application  ;  and  the  request  to 
convene  parliament  would  go  the  length  of 
inferring,  that  the  court  would  not  be  satis- 
fied even  with  a  second  declaration  of  his 
majesty's  sincerity.— Mr.  Alderman  Comba 
objected  to  that  part  of  the  motion  whxh 
extended  to  our  military  system.  Ha 
doubted  if  the  common  council  could  be 
supposed  sufficiently  qualified  to  judge  oa 
that  subject. — Mr.  Waithman  had  no  ob- 
jection to  omit  that  part  of  his  mot'ion. — Mr. 
Alderman  Birch  objected  to  the  Address, 
particularly  if  to  be  conformable  to  the  Re- 
solution. He  again  alluded  to  the  words 
"  obstruction"  and  "  reproof,"  and  remark- 
ed that,  though  the  court  had  indeed  been 
reproved,  they  could  not  complain  of  ob- 
struction, they  having  been  admitted  to 
present  their  Address. — Mr.  Waithman  in- 
sisted on  the  propriety  of  seeing  that  hw 
Majesty  was  not  allowed  to  remain  in  ig- 
norance of  the  opinion  of  that  court ;  that 
his  Alajesty  had  been  badly  advised.  He 
had  no  objection,  however,  as  several  gen- 
tlemen seemed  to  wish  it,  to  withdraw  his 
motion  for  the  present. — It  was  then  or- 
dered, that  the  Resolution  of  the  court, 
passed  that  day,  be  inserted  in  the  usual 
morning  and  evening  papers. 


Exposition  of  the  practices  and  ma- 
chinations WHICH  LED  TO  THE  USUR- 
PATION OF  THE  CROWN  OP  SPAIN,  AND 
THE  MEANS  ADOPTED  BY  THE  EMPEROR 
OF  THE  FRENCH  TO  CARRY  IT  INTO  EXJ 
ECUTION  :  BY  DON  PEDRO  CEVALLOS, 
FIRST  SEGRETAl^Y  OF  STATE  AND  DIS- 
PATCHES     TO    HIS      CATHOLIC      MAJESTY, 

lERDiNAND  VII.  (Continued  fromp.  704.) 
Without  any  other  ground,  your  majesty 
thought  proper  to  insult  me  in  the  presence  of 
my  venerable  mother,  and  of  the  emperor,  by 
appellations  the  most  humiliating  ;  and  not 
content  with  this,  you  require  my  renuncia- 
tion without  any  conditions  or  restrictions, 
under  pain  that  I,  and  those  who  composed 
my  council,  should  be  treated  as  coHspira- 
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tors.  In  such  a  situation  of  things,  I  mnke 
the  renunciation  which  your  mojc-sty  com- 
mands, that  you  may  letnrn  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Sp.Tiii,  in  the  state  in  which  you 
were  on  th;i  lf):h  March,  when  your  majes- 
ty made  thf'  spontnnsoui  abdication  of  your 
crown  in  my  f:ivour. — May  God  pre;;erve 
the  valuable  life  of  your  nvijesty  many  years! 
which  is  the  prayer  of  yonr  loving  and  du- 
tiful son,  pro->t!ate  at  your  royal  fept. 

Feudinand. — Bayonne,  dth  May,  1603. 
No.  XI. — Note  (if  the  Frcnc/i   Minister  for 
Foreign   JJJairs,    M.  de  Champagny,   in 
rep/i/  to  one  from  D,    Pedro   Cevallos,  in 
which   it   is  coitijjinincd,  that   a    Cabinet 
Courier  dispntched  iy  Order  of  Ferdinand 
the  Flllh,    u'lth  Documents  for   Madrid, 
had  been  delaincd,  and  in  which  he  applied 
for  Passports  for  another. 
The  minister  for  foreign   affairs  has  re- 
ceived the  note  which    Signor  de  Cevallos 
did  him  the  honour  to  address  to  him,  com- 
plaining of  the  obstruction  of  the  courier  of 
his  excellency.      This    measure   was   occa- 
sioned by  a  notification,  that   his  imperial 
majesty  had    required,  that  no   other   king 
should   be  acknowledged  than   Charles  the 
IV^th.     From    this  rcsc.lts,    as  a    ncce-sary 
consequence,  tliat  tlie  emperor  canno';  admit 
in   his  territory  any  act  in  the   nature  of  a 
passport  given   in   the   name   of  any  oilier 
kir.g,  and  for  the  same  reason  that   the  mi- 
nisier  could    not  countersign  the  new  pass- 
port which  S'gnor  Cevallos   had  sent  him. 
But  he  hastens  lo  apprl-e   3'ou,   that  all   the 
letters  which    the    courier   convcj^d,    and 
which  have  been   detained,  have  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  the    French    postmastt  r, 
who  will  provide  that   they  shall  be   sent   to 
Biu'gos  and  Madrid  with  the  greatest  punc- 
tuahty,  and  the  same  wi'l   be  done  as  to  all 
others,  that  th*f  Spaniards,  whether  in  France 
or  Spain,  choose   to  have  conveyed,   either 
by  the  ordinary  post,  or  by  a  Freni.h  couvicr. 
All  will  be  transported  to  their   respective 
destinations  with  the  mc^.i    scrupulous  ex- 
actness,   and   the  correspondence   between 
the   Iww   states,    far  from  ey.periencing  any 
interruption,  will  acquire  new  activity. — M. 
de  Champagny,    in   sending  this    note     to 
Signor  de  Cevallos,   has  the  honour  to  as- 
sure him   of    his  high  consideration.* 

Bayonncj  April  2y,  1608. 

*  While  the  emperor  intreated  the  king 
to  renounce  the  throne  in  his  favour,  no 
difliculty  was  made  in  countersigning  the 
passports  that  I  j^ave  in  his  royal  i^ime,  but 
as  soon  as  the  I'Vench  government  saw  its 
hopes  d'..'>a()pointed,  it  letused  pass-K  rts  to 
every  dispatch. 


No.  XII. — R-'yigmifion  by  Signor  Don  Pe- 
dro Cevallos  'f  his  Ojjice  of  Minister  for 
Foriign  Affairs,  into  the  Hands  of  Joseph 
Nupjtcon,  on  tne  2Sth  of  J..'li;. 
Sir — At  the  time  your  uiajjity  had   the 
goodne-is   to  invite  me    to  continue  in   the 
employment  cA'  minister  for  f  )reign  atiairs, 
I  believed   that  I  ought  to  s  ibmit   to  your 
notice  some  retlectious,  according  to  -which 
your   majesty  could   neither  have  the  least 
confidence  in  me,  or  I  the  least  .security  in 
vour  majesty's  protection,  since  I  found  my- 
self injured,  and  carefully  watched  by  the 
emperor,  your   august  brother,  whose    in- 
fluence over  your  majesty's  mind  could  be 
in  no  resi)ect  favourable  to  me. — Your  ma- 
jesty persisted  in  your  resoUilion,  telling  me 
that  you   were   anxious    to  have   near  you 
persons  possessing  the  esteem  of  the  nation} 
hut  I  having  no  other  wish  than  to  return  to 
my  native  land,  which  had  been  denied   to 
me  after  two  months'  application  to  his  im-. 
pcrial  and  royal   majesty,    it  was  necessary 
tor  me  to  accc]>t    the    nomination   of  your 
majesty,  to  put  an   end  to  the   lamentable 
scijaration  from  my  family,  and  my  fellow- 
conn  try  men,    reserving    always    the     right 
which  no  one  can  renounce,  of  adhering  to 
the  vole  of  the  n'.ijority  of    tlie   nation,  in 
ca-c-   it  should  not  be  disposed  to  acknow- 
ledge your  majesty  for  their  sovereign. 

To  your  majesty  I   have  siijce   ?^hown,   that 
Spain  is  almost  unanimously  opposed  to  re- 
cognize you  as  king ;  and  if  this  claim  be 
wanting  to  you,  there  is  no  other  by  which 
ypiur  majesty  can  continue  sovereign  of  these 
kingdom.^       Thus  circomstanced,   1   should 
be  a  traitor  to  myo^.vn  principles,  if  I  were 
to  rontinne  to  exercise  a  n/misterial  capacity 
accepted  under  such  circumstances,  and  not 
from  a  desire  to  have  any  influence   in    the 
government  of  your  majesty,  which   I   re- 
nounce from  this  moment,  to  go  into  re- 
tirement, where  1  will  consecrate  to  my  un- 
happy country  my  wishes  and  te.irs  for  its 
calamities  a'ld  distresses,   which  I  should  be' 
glad  to  remove,  for  the  happ'uess  of  a  nation 
noble,  generous,  loyal,  and  brave. 
Appendix  respecting  the  Manner  in  which 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Berg  obtained  by  Sur- 
prise an  Order  Jroin  the  Junta  of  Govern- 
ixient  to  deliver  over  to  him  the  Person  of 
the  Prisoner,  Don  Manuel  Godoy. 
K\er  since  tlif  grand  duke  of  Berg,  lieu- 
tenant-general of  the  armies  of  the  emperor, 
set  his  foot  on  the  territory  of  Spain,  he  en- 
deavoured, by  every  possible  artifice,  to  im- 
press a  general  opinion,  that 'he  came  for 
our  happiness,  and   to   effect  certain  useful 
reforms  in  our  government  ;  studiou.sly  giv- 
ing  outj  that  he   would   protect  the  caus« 
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«f  the  prince  of  Asturias,  and  that  he  would 
oppose  the  prince  of  Peace,  who  was  the 
object  of  universal  hatred  with  the  nation 
Neither  did  he  neglect  to  give  ior(!i  some 
hints  of  the  great  influence  of  the  queen  in 
public  affairs.  It  was  very  well  known, 
that  this  only  was  necessary  to  captivate  the 
affections  of  the  oppressed  Spaniards ;  auJ 
since  his  mission  had  for  its  object  u  hat  we 
have  since  seen,  it  must  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  calculations  of  the  emperor  of  ihe 
French,  his  master,  were  well  grounded. — 
As,  however,  all  things  in  tliis  world  are 
subject  to  change,  the  ever-memorable 
movements  at  Aranjuez  occurred,  and  sub- 
verted all  tiiis  plan.  Scarcely  had  the  grand 
duke  of  Berg  become  acquainted  with  them, 
than  he  altered  his  scheme,  and  appe.ired  to 
make  a  great  interest  in  the  fate  of  don 
Manuel  Godoy,  with  whom  he  had  held 
correspondence  of  the  nearest  intimacy,  al- 
though he  was  not  personally  known  to  him. 
It  was  not  concealed  from  his  sagacity  that 
the  royal  parents  took  great  interest  in  the 
protection  of  their  favourite.  Then  it  was 
that  he  began  to  take  the  most  efticr.cious 
measures  to  liberate  Godoy  from  prispn  j 
but  all  this  was  ineffectual,  as  long  as  their 
beloved  king,  Ferdinand  VII,  remained  at 
Madrid.  Tiie  grand  duke  of  Berg  was  not 
dismayed  by  this  circumstance  ;  but  scarcely 
had  his  ni'ijesty  arrived  at  Burgos,  whe!,i  he 
renewed  his  application  to  obtain  what  he 
long  wished  ;  threatening,  in  case  a  negative 
■was  given,  that  he  would  use  the  force  at 
his  disposal  to  effect  his  purpose. — The 
junta,  nevertheless,  resisted  his  first  applica- 
tion, and  consulted  the  king  as  to  what  they 
ought  to  do  in  such  critical  circumstances. 
His  maj«stv  was  pleased  to  acquaint  them 
with  the  answer  he  had  given  on  the  same 
subject  to  the  emperor  of  the  French,  who 
had  himself  solicited  the  release  of  the 
prisoner  ;  and  which  answer  is  as  followj  : 
— \  The  grand  duke  of  Berg  and  the  am- 
bassador of  your  imperial  and  royal  maiesty 
have,  on  different  occasions,  made  verbal 
applications  that  don  Manuel  Godoy,  prisoner 
for  a  crime  against  the  state  in  the  royal 
palace  at  Villaviciosa,  should  be  put  at  the 
disposal  of  your  majesty. — Nothing  would 
be  more  agreeable  personally  to  myself  than 
to  accede  to  your  wi;^hes,  but  the  conse- 
quences would  be  so  serious  if  I  were  to  do 
so,  that  I  think  it  right  to  submit  them  to 
the  prudent  consideration  of  your  mijesty. — 
Consistently  witn  one  of  the  duties  xti  ray 
•  situation,  which  is  to  administer  justice  to 
my  people,  I  have  ordered  the  most  digni- 
fied of  the  tribunals  of  my  kingdom  to  judge 
don  Manuel   Godoy  according  to  the  laws. 
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I  have  promised  to  my  people  that  I  would 
put)libh  tlie  result  of  a  process  ou  which  de- 
pends the  honour  of  a  great  number  of  my 
stihjects,  and  tiic  preservation  of  the  rights 
of  my  crown.  Throughout  the  whole  .-x- 
teut  of  ri;y  dominions,  there;  is  not  a  single 
district;  iiowever  small,  which  bus  not  ad- 
dressed complaints  to  the  throne  against  that 
prisoner.  AH  my  subjects  have  signified 
.heir  joy  in  a  remarkLb^c  manner,  from  the 
moment  that  they  were  informed  of  the  ar- 
rest of  don  Manuel  Godoy,  and  all  have  their 
eyes  fixed  on  the  proceedings  and  decision  of 
this  cause. — Your  majesty,  a  wise  legislator 
and  a  great  warrior,  can  easily  detirrmine  the 
•vcight  of  these  considerations  ;  but  if  your 
majesty  feel  yourself  interested  in  the  life  of 
D  Manuel  Godoy,  I  give  you  my  royal 
word,  that  if,  after  a  fud  examination  of  his 
case,  he  shoukl  be  condemned  to  death,  I 
will  remit  that  punisliment,  in  consequence 
of  the  interposition  of  your  imperial  majesty. 
—  May  God  preserve  the  life  of  your  im- 
perial  majesty   many   years. — Ferdinand.' 

— Vittoria,    April   18,    1803. The  royal 

order  of  thr,  same  date  also  apprised  the 
junta,  that  if  the  gra.id  duke  of  Berg  re- 
newed bis  applications  in  favour  of  Godoy, 
he  should  be  apivered,  that  this  business 
was  in  |reaty  between  the  two  sovereigns, 
and  that  the  result  depauded  exclusively  on 
the  decision  of  the  king.  His  majesty  hav- 
ing been  informed  that  his  royal  parents 
(ill  informed,  no  doubt)  had  complained  to 
the  grand  duke  of  the  ill  treatment  of  the 
prince  of  Peace  in  his  prison,  his  majesty 
commandea  me,  notwithstanding  his  con- 
viction of  the  delicate  treatment  observed 
by  the  Mji-quis  of  Castelar,  that  I  shoul^  di- 
rect him,  thvi:  the  greatest  care  shoc'd  be 
taken  of  the  health  of  the  prisoner,  wnich  I 
did  under  the  same  date. — Scarcely  had  the 
emp.Tor  received  the'lelter  of  the  kin;i;,  when 
with  his  accustomed  hjuirhtiness  lie  .-abused 
it,  and  wrote  to  the  grand  d  dee  oi  Berg, 
telling  him,  that  the  prince  o;  Astunas  had 
put  the  prisone-r,  don  Manut":  Godo-,  at  ids 
disposal,  and  commanding  him  vigoi'iusly  to 
chum  the  surrender  of  his  person,  iSothing 
more  was  necessary  for  Murat,  whose  ciia- 
racler  is  naturally  darirg  and  violent,  and  he 
sent  the  following  note  'o  the  junta  — '  The 
emperor  and  king  having  intormea  his  im- 
perial and  royal  highness  ihe  grand  duke  of 
Berg,  that  his  roval  highness  the  prince  of 
Asturias  had  just  w  itten  to  him,  teUinq;  hmi 
thii  he  referred  the  fate  ot  the  prince  of 
Peace  to  his  d'spo-al  ;  Ids  highness  in  con- 
sequence directs  me  to  inform  the  jui.ta  of 
the  intentions  of  the  emperor;  on  at.count  of 
which  1  repeat  ihe  request  tbr  the  delivery  oi 
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the  person  of  the  prince,  that  lie  may  be 
sent  into  France.' — This  determination  of 
his  royal  highness  the  prince  of  Asturias, 
perhai)s,  has  not  yet  reached  the  junta.  In 
this  case  it  appears  that  his  royal  highness 
must  wait  for  liie  answer  of  his  majesty  the 
emperor  J  but  tlie  junta  will  see,  that  to'an- 
swer  the  prince  of  Astu'ias  will  be  to  de- 
cide a  different  question,  and  it  is  known 
that  his  imperial  majesty  cannot  recognise 
as  king  any  other  than  Charles  IV. — I  beg 
the  junta  to  take  (his  note  into  their  consi- 
deration, and  to  have  the  goodness  to  answer 
me  on  the  subject,  in  order  to  give  an  ex- 
planation to  his  imperial  highness  the  grand 
duke  of  their  decision. — The  government 
and  the  Spanish  nation  will  see  in  this  reso 
lution  of  his  imperial  majesty,  only  a  new 
proof  of  the  interest  he  takes  in  S[)ain  ;  be- 
cause, in  removing  to  a  distance  the  prince 
of  Peace,  he  wishes  to  deprive  malevolence 
itself  of  the  possible  belief  that  king  Charles 
will  re-itore  to  power  and  to  confidence  one 
Mhom  he  has  resigned  for  ever;  and  further, 
the  junta  of  government  certainly  will  do 
justice  to  the  e.xalted  sentiments  of  his  ma- 
jesty the  emperor,  who  would  not  abandon 
his  faithful  ally. — I  have  the  honour  to  offer 
to  the  junta  the  assurance  of  my  high  con- 
sideration.— ^The  general  in  chief  of  the  etat 
major    general, — Augusto    Bflliard.  — 

jMadrid,  20th   April,    180S.' He  added, 

verbally,  to  this  note  such  atrocious  and  un- 
heard-of threats,  that  the  junta,  no  doubt 
fearful  lest  they  should  be  realized,  and 
that  the  tranquillity  of  Madrid  would  be 
shaken,  had  the  wcaknes-s  to  accede  to  the 
proposition,  and  commanded  the  Marquis 
de  Castelar,  by  order  of  the  king,  the  s.ime 
night,  to  deliver  up  the  prisoner^  which,  in 
fact,  was  done  with  great  repugnance  on  his 
part,  and  on  the  part  of  all  the  officers  \vho 
had  him  in  custody. — A  proper  regard  to 
truth  requires  that  it  should  be  said,  that 
don  Francisco  Gil,  secretary  of  state  and  of 
marine  atTairs,  and  in  consequence  member 
of  the  junta  of  government,  opposed  the 
fcurrender  of  the  prisoner,  because  it  was  not 
authorized  by  the  king. — It  is  difficult  to 
conceive  how,  afker  such  direct  acts  as  those 
that  are'  stated,  the  junta  of  government 
should  proceed  to  inform  the  council  and 
the  public,  by  the  means  of  two  extraordi- 
nary gazettes,  that  the  prince  of  Pe;ice  had 
been  delivered  up  by  order  of  the  king, 
I'he  frame  diiliculty  occurs,  how  this  junta 
could  endeavour  to  excuse  its  weakness,  by 
distorting  expressions  of  the  ofncial  corres- 
pondence; as  for  example,  a  passage  in  the 
dispatch  addressed  to  tlu;cbuncil,  which  this 
tribunal,  in   its   nKUiill-st,    foho    14  of   the 


quarto,  cites  in  the  following  terms  :  —  *  As 
to  what  respects  the  prisoner  don  Manuel 
Godoy,  the  king  connnands  me  to  inform 
the  junta,  in  order  that  thev  may  make  the 
proper  use  of  this  notice,  tluU  his  m.ijesty 
esteems  too  highly  the  wish  expressed  by  the 
emperor  of  the  French,  not  to  gratify  it, 
extending  at  the  same  time  generosity  in  fa- 
vour of  a  criminal  who  had  offended  the 
royal  person.' — With  little  reflection,  it 
ought  to  have  occurred  to  them,  that  this 
supposed  or<.ler  was  not  intended  to  give  li- 
berty to  the  pri^oner,  but  that  the  king  was 
disposed  to  extend  generosity  towards  him 
out  of  respect  to  the  emperor.  In  order  to 
know  what  species  of  generosity  this  was,  it 
was  only  necessary  to  recur  to  the  decree 
which  liis  majesty  addressed  to  the  council, 
and  whicli  it  has  inserted,  folio  15  of  the 
same  edition.  Under  the  same  date  of  the 
Iblhof  April,  a  royal  order  was  addressed 
to  the  Marquis  de  Castelar,  notwithstanding 
his  majesty's  firm  persuasion  that  his  royal 
parents  laboured  under  a  mistake,  directing 
that  every  care  should  be  taken  of  (he  health 
of  the  prisoner;  and  if  at  the  same  time  the 
king  had  commanded  that  the  junta  of  go- 
vernment should  have  set  him  at  liberty, 
such  a  precaution  with  regard  to  his  health 
would  have  been  idle  and  ridiculous.  Be- 
sides this,  when  the  junta  of  government 
gave  an  accoiuu  to  the  king  of  the  conside- 
rations and  motives  that  they  had  for  setting 
the  prisoner  at  liberty,  which  are  the  same 
that  have  been  stated,  his  majesty  command- 
ed me  to  reply  in  the  following  terms  : — 
'  The  king  is  made  acquainted  with  the  mo- 
tives the  junta  of  government  had  for  the  de- 
livery of  the  prisoner'  without  his  order." — 
The  two  chief  officers  of  the  first  secretary 
of  state,  gnd  of  the  cabinet  of  his  majesty, 
and  his  secretaries  of  decrees,  don  Eusebio 
de  Bardaxi  y  Azara,  and  don  Luis  de  Onis 
(through  whose  hands  they  were  pas.scd)  cer- 
tify this  statement  of  the  junta,  and  of  the 
reply  of  the  king. — 1  have  considered  it  td 
be  my  duty  to  publish  (hc.*;e  transactions, 
that  the  whole  nation  may  be  int'ormed  of 
the  circumstances  which  occasioned  the  sur- 
render of  don  Michael  Godoy,  whicli  is  false- 
ly attributed  to  his  majesty,  who  never  could 
think  of  abandoning  the  solemn  promise  he 
gave  to  his  beloved  people,  to  judge  him  ac- 
cording to  the  laws,  and  that  we  should  on 
this  account  be  more  strong!  v  confirmed  in 
the  ardent  aflv'ction  we  cherish  lor  our  be- 
loved king  Ferdinand  VJI.  whom  God  re- 
jore,  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  completion 
,-our  happiness. — We,  don  Eusebio  Bardaxi 
Azara,  and  don  Luis  de  Onis,  secretaries 
y  decrees  to  our  lord  the  king,  and  principal 
oi 
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officers  of  the  first  secretary  of  state,  and  ot 
the  cabinet,  certify  the  fact  of  the  represen- 
tation of  the  junta  of  government,  and  the 
answer  returned  to  it  by  tlieking  ;  ana  that 
ihey  were  conceived  hi  the  terms  stafed  by 
the  most  excellent  signor  don  Pedro  CevalJos, 
in  his  Expositions  ;  the  documents  liavirig 
passed  ihrougli  our  hands,  and  which  we 
authenticate  by  cur  signatures. — Eusebio 
HE  Baudaxi  y  Azaka. — LiUis  DE  Onis. — 
JMadrid,  Sept.  3,   1S08. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Spanish  Revolution. — ManifdSlo  of  the 
Junta  of  Seville,  Aug.  3.  IbOS.  f Conti- 
nued from  p.  57GJ. 

Various  supreme  juntas  and  mihtary  chiefs 
have  expressed  their  conviction  of  this  truth. 
— A  conviction    of  the  same  springs   from 
the  indispensable  necessity  of  a  civil  govern- 
ment, in    every  nati-on    whose  duty  is  to  at- 
tend to  the  happiness  of  tiie  kingdom,  and 
to  which  the  military  may  be  subordinate. 
TJie  contidence  of  the  nation,  and,  conse- 
<]uently,  the  public  funds  and  the  capitals  of 
individuals,   must,  necessarily,  have  a  civil 
governtnent  for  their  support.     Without  it, 
the    military    power    would,    indispensably, 
be    under    the   necessity  of  employing  vio- 
lence, with  theviewof  acquiring  that  conti- 
dence which  it  never  could  attain,  and  get- 
ting   a   command   of  those    capitals,  which 
it  would  be  equally  impossible  for  it  to  bring 
within  its  grasp  ;  and  thus  it  would  ultimate- 
ly destroy  the  [lublic  prosperity  and  happiness, 
which  ought  to  be  the  sole  object  of  every 
government.     Let  us  not  vainly  flatter  our- 
selves with  notions  of  Roman  dictatois,  and 
the   other   military  chiets  of  the  ancient  re- 
publics :   they  were  placed  under  very  pru- 
dent  restraints,  and   the   duration    of  their 
authority  was  limited  to  a  very  short  period. 
The   dangers     of  complete    despotism   and 
usurpation  kept  them  in  continual  alarm,  and 
compelled  them   to  take  very  rigorous  pre- 
cautions, which  are  very  incompatible  with 
the  habits  of  modern  tinses.     Spain  has  de-    j 
riveda  lesson  of  wisdom  from  the  history  of    j 
past  ages :   she  has  never  thought  of  appoint-   ; 
ing  a  military  dictator.     Her  military  chiefs    : 
(and  it  is  a  fact  most  honourable  to  the  Spa-    1 
iiish   name)    have  been  the  first  to  er:ibrace,    j 
with    the    utmost   cordiality,    a    system    of  I 
things  as  ancient   in  Spain   as  the  monarchy   ! 
itself.     The  experience  of  our   times — the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  the  supreme  jun- 
tas—the  facility  and  abundance  with  which 
pecuniary  resource  have  been  placed  at  their 
disposal — the    heroic    loyalty    with     which 
the   military  chiefs  and  the  army  have  ac- 
knowleJgt\t  and  obeyed  them,  and  tlie  hap- 
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j  py  issue  hitherto  of  their  civil  administration, 
and  the  military  enterprises  which  they  have 
directed,   have  placed  in  the  most  conspicu- 
ous light,  and  established  beyond  all  doubt, 
this    fundamental  truth,  and   most  essential 
political  principle. — But  who  is  to  create  this 
supreme   civil    goverment  ?      "Who   are    to 
conaposc  it  ?     Where  shall  be  its  place  of 
residence  ?     What  the  extent  of  its  autho- 
rity ?     How  shall  it  be  established  without 
interrupting  the  public  tranquillity,  and  pro- 
ducing disiuii(jn  amo.ig  the   dififcrent   pro- 
vinces ?     H/nv  is  the  public  opinion  to  be  so 
regulated  as  that,  without  opposing  it,  this 
j  tranquillity  shall  be  attained,    and  all  risk  of 
I  disturbance  obviated  ?     These  are^  the  im- 
j  portant  and  serious  questions  which  we  shall 
!  liow  proceed  to  examine;    and  upon  which, 
;  influenced  solely  by  the  love  of  our  country, 
i  and  our  anxiety  to  promote  its  welfare,  we 
will  enter  into  a  frank  explanation  of  our 
;'  sentiments.  — Li  the  various  papers  that  have 
been    published    upon  thi^  subject,  we  are 
told   that  the  cortes  should  assenible  3   that 
they   should  elect  representatives;  and  far- 
ther, that  the  old  council  of  Castile    should 
convoke  them,  and  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ceeding should  be  executed  under  its  autho- 
j   rity. — Most  assuredly  we  do  not  understand 
I   the  grounds  upon    which  this  decision  rests. 
!  The  council  of  Castile,  though  a  lawful  as- 
sembly, never  convoked  the  cortes.     Why, 
then,  should  we  give  it   an  authority  which 
it  does  not  possess  ?     Is  it  because  it  lent  the 
w  hole  weight  of  its  influence  to  such  impor- 
tant chiuiges,  with   regard   to  which  it  had 
no   powers,  nor  any  authority    whatsover  ?    ' 
Is  it  because  it  has  acted  in   opposition  to 
those  fundamental  laws,   which  it  was  estab- 
lished to  preserve  and  defend  ?     Is  it  because 
it  aflbrded   every  facility  to  the  enemy   to 
usurp  the  sovereignty    of  Spain,  to   destroy 
the  hereditary  succession  of  the  crovvn  and 
the  dynasty  legally  in  possession,  and  recog-  ' 
nized  and   seated  on  the  throne  a  foreigner, 
destitute  even  of  a  shadow  of  a  title  to  it^ 
for  it  is  incoiitrovertibly    manifest,  that   the 
renunciation  of  CharL-s  IV.  in  his  favour  gave 
him  no  such  claim  ?     What  confidence  could 
the  Spanish   nation   place  in  a  government 
created   by  an  autliority    invalid  and  illegal, 
and  whlcli  had  also  rendered  itself  si;spected, 
by  the   previous   com.mission   of  acts  of  so 
horrible    a   description,  that    they    may   be 
justly  ranked  with  the  most  atrocious  crimes 
against  the  country  ? — The  council  of  Cas- 
tile being  thus  excluded  from  all  considera- 
tion— who  should  convoke  the  cortes  ?     I'he 
authority  to  convoke  them  is  a  p;trt  of  the 
peculiar   and   exclusive    prerogative    of  the 
king.     The  provinces  would  net  submit  to 
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nnv  other  authority;  they  would  not  unite  ; 
there  would  be  no  cortes  ;  and  should  a  few 
delti;;ites  assemble,  that  very  circumstance 
would  expose  the  kingdom  to  division — the 
evil  which  all  wish  to  avoid. — Besidc?s,  the 
cities  who  have  votes  in  the  cortes  hsve  not 
undertaken  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  nor 
of  themselves,  nor  in  their  corpc^rate  capa- 
city have  they  made  any  effort  to  defend  it. 
Weentert.iin  the  most  profound  respect  both 
for  them  and  their  rights  ;  but  trutii  com- 
pels '.s  t )  si-eak  out. — Most  undoubtedly, 
however,  the  c.ies  who  have  votes  in  tlie 
cortes,  in  thus  cofducting  themselves,  acted 
with  consi'.mmate  prudence,  and  with  a  due 
observance  oflaw.  The  kingdom  found  itself 
suddenly  v/ithout  :i  kingand  without  agovern- 
meni — asitu";  ion  indeed  unknown  inourhis- 
tory  ^udto'  1  l.iws.Tnepeoplelegaily resum- 
ed .':  -"pov,;.  ofappointing  a  government;  and 
th's  :ruth  Ins  been  openly  avowed  by  various 
sup-.e.Tie  iir.tas.  The  people  created  these 
juntas  w.Lhoul  paying  any  regard  to  the  ci- 
ties who  have  votes  in  the  cortes.  Tlie 
legitimate  power  is  therefore  deposited  with 
the  supreme  juntas^  and,  in  virtue  of  that 
power,  they  have  governed  and  do  govern 
with  real  authority,  and  have  been  and  still 
are  acknowledged  and  obeyed  by  all  ranks  of 
subjects,  an  1  by  all  cities  in  their  respective 
districts,  having  voles  in  the  cortes.  Their 
situation  hns  not  changed;  the  danger  still 
exists  ;  no  new  authority  has  surpervened; 
the  la>A-ful  aathority  therefore  resides  entire 
in  the  junt:is  which  the  people  created,  and 
to  which  they  confided  it. — It  is,  therefore, 
incontcstible  that  the  supreme  juntas  have 
the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  electing  those 
\vho  are  to  compose  the  supreme  govern- 
ment, as  the  only  means  of  protecting  and 
preserving  the  kingdom,  whose  defence  the 
people  have  entrusted  to  them,  and  which 
cannot  be  accomplished  but  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  supreme  government.  Nothii-ig 
is  more  evident  than  thi-  truth.— And  whom 
shall  the  supreme  junta  elect?  Most  ci^r- 
tainly  individuals  of  their  own  body  ;  for 
they  alone  derive  their  power  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  it  is  in  their  constituent  members 
that  the  people  have  n-poseil  their  entire 
confidence.  Should  any  other  persons  be 
chosen,  they  would  possess  neiiher  liie  con- 
fidence nor  the  consent  of  the  people,  and 
all  their  acts  would  be  null  and  void  ;  and 
from  this  want  of  confidt  uce,  the  nation 
would  be  exposed  to  inlestiije  ('visions,  the 
.  la't  and  greatest  of  all  our  calamities. — 
Hence,  if  there  be  any  province  in  whicii 
the  military  power  has  alone  been  retained, 
results  the  absolute  necessity  of  constituting 
supreme  juntas  in  tvhich  the  power  of  the 
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pc-ople  shall  reside,  and  by  which  they  may 
act.  Wlviih-'r  they  shall  be  constituted  by 
the  petty  cones  or  any  other  bodies,  their 
Spp)intir.cnt  in  some  form  or  other  is  indis- 
pensable, in  order  to  the  concentration  of 
the  legitimate  power  of  the  people,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  civil  government,  which 
shall  inspire  conhdence  isito  the  people,  and 
proceed  to  the  choice  of  persons  who  si.all 
compose  the  supreme  government,  which, 
under  the  ptesent  circumstances,  cannot  be 
legitimate,  unless  it  has  its  origin  in  the 
free  consent  of  the  people. — It  seenis  then 
lo  be  indispensably  necessary,  that  all  thi3 
supreme  juntas,  meeting  on  the  same  day, 
sliould  each  elect  from  among  their  own 
members  two  deputies  to  form  the  supreuie 
government,  and  the  persons  so  elected 
should,  from  that  moment,  be  reputed,  and 
actually  be  the  governors-general-  of  tlie 
kingdom  ;  and  that  as  such  they  should  be 
univei  sally  acknowledged  and  obeved. — 
Their  authority  is  well  known,  and  cannot 
be  subject  to  any  doubt.  The  supreme 
junta  of  Valencia  has  most  judiciously 
marked  its  extent  and  limits,  in  the  paper 
which  thty  published  on  this  question,  on 
the  l(3th  of  July.  We  shall,  therefore,  be 
excused  from  going  more  at  large  into  t'lc 
consideration  of  it. — We  will  only  adil,  tint 
the  supreme  juntas  ought  to  be  continued 
with  all  their  appointments  and  insignia, 
and  be  invested  with  the  internal  govern- 
ments of  their  respective  provinces,  until 
the  conclusiou  of  the  present  state  of  things, 
but  ?.t,the  same  time  under  due  subordination 
to  the  supreme  government.  In  those  su- 
preme jiuitas  resides  the  legitimate  power  of 
those  portions  of  the  people  who  have  re- 
spectively created  them.  It  is  their  duty  to 
take  measures  for  insuring  the  happiness  of 
their  constituent-.,  through  the  medium  of  a 
just  government,  and  vigilantly  to  protect 
and  defend  the  rights  of  every  individual 
among  them.  For  this  j)urpose  they  ought 
to  give  their  instrucliohs  to  their  respective 
deputies,  constituting  the  supreme  govern- 
ment :  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  latter 
to  observe  them,  auvl  to  represent  and  sup- 
port the  claims  of  their  provinces,  as  f.ir  as 
ma}"-  be  consistent  with  the  general  prospe- 
rity.— If  there  existed  among  us  a  royal 
personage,  capable  of  presiding  in  this  su- 
preme government,  reason  and  justice  pre- 
scribe that  he,  and  no  other,  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  that  otfice.  But  if  there  be  no 
surli  royal  personage,  the  supreme  govern- 
ment  mast  rlect  a  president  from  its  own 
body,  lo  obviate  every  danger,  however, 
the  presidency  should  be  temporary,  and 
cuuiinue  only  for  a  fortnight,  a  m mtb,  ok 
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nny  other  term  agreeable  to  the  supreme  go-  ]  shorter  time,  and  have  harassed  the  enemy, 
vernment;  upon  the  la[)=e  of  which  period  ;  who  have  surrendered  prisoners  of  war, 
it  should  be  incumbent  on  them  to  choose  a  |  with  tli'jir  general,  Dupont,  and  havec^pitu- 
difterent  person.— We  have  already  remark-  |  lated  for  the  divisions  of  generals  Vedel  and 
ed,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  it,  that  Gobert,  who  are  to  be  conducted  to  France, 
the  supreme  Juntas  should  elect  as  deputies 
to  the  supreme  government;  such  of  their 
members  as  are  n)ost  distinguished  for  their 
talents,  their  general  knowledge  of  legisla- 
tion, and  all  the  branches  of  public  welfare 
and  oovernment,  recollecting  that  they  are 
to  be  the  depositaries  of  the  hopes  of  the 


kingdom.  Ihe  supreme  junta,  in  full  re- 
liance upon  the  generous  character  of  Spa- 
niards, and  their  ardent  attachment  to  the 
good  of  their  country,  uss'ircs  itself  that 
'intrigue,  party,  or  personal  interest  or  pre- 
dilections, will  have  no  influence  upon  this 
occasion, — The  supreme  juntas  will,  in  the 
first  instance,  appoint  the  place,  which  shall 
be  the  seat  of  the  si-.pieme  government,  who 
shall  afterwards  adhere  to  or  alter  that  ap- 
pcintment,  as  they  think  lit,  according  to  a 
plurality  of  votes.  The  seat  of  government, 
as  h;is  been  most  wisely  observed  by  the 
supreme  junta  of  Valencia,  ought  to  be  at 
a  distance  from  all  the  cffingers  of  war,  and 
should,  as  a  claim  to  preference,  possess 
other  advantages  of  a  local  nature.  Seville 
conceives  herself  to  possess  all  these  advan- 
tages, but  has  no  anxiety  to  be  selected  ; 
for  she  will  most  cordially  sacrifice  ail  her 
claims  to  what  the  other  supreme  juntas 
shall  decide  to  be  for  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  kingdom.  The  supreme  juntas  will, 
therefore,  make  known  their  pleasure  as  to 
this  point,  when  thev  notify  the  election  of 
their  deputies.  In  the  meantime  we  will 
frankly  state  that  La  Mancha  appears  to  us 
most  convenient  for  the  seat  of  government, 
and  there  we  would  particularly  name  its 
large  cities  of  Ciudal  Real  or  Almagro.  But 
on  this  subject  we  are  nowise  anxious  j  we 
leave  it  entirely  to  the  free  choice  of  the  su- 
preme juntas. — It  remains  only  that  we 
spe.^k  of  this  supreme  junta  of  Seville,  upon 
which  point  we  shall  not  say  much.  Cer- 
tain persons,  either  ignorant  or  malevolent, 
have  endeavoured  to  spread  the  persuasion 
that  we  affected  a  superiority  over  the  other 
provinces.  Any  such  thought  has  been  far 
from  us,  although  the  general  good  of  the 
nation  has  been  our  guide,  and  as  it  were 
the  soul  of  all  our  determinations.  We 
possessed  the  only  foundery  for  cannon  in 
the  kingdom,  and  arms  and  ammunition  in 
a  certain  degree  of  abundance.  Various 
captains  general  acknowledge  us  from  the 
commencement,  and  veteran  troops  were 
more  numerous  in  our  province  than  in  other 
paitsj  and  thus  we  formed  an  army  in  a 


amounting,  altogether,  to  17,000  men,  so 
that  there  does  not  remain  a  single  French 
soldier  in  arms  in  the  Andalusias ;  a  victory 
most  glorious  and  singular,  which  has  been 
effected  without  the  effusion  of  much  Spa- 
nish blood,  in  which  it  appears  we  stand 
alone.— The  local  situation  of  the  Andalusias 
presents  also  a  more  probable  mode  of  de-? 
fen-ce  against  the  arms  of  Napoleon,  if  he 
means  to  attack  us  5  and,  with  this  view, 
we  have  united  with  us  the  Portuguese  pro- 
vinces of  Agarye  and  Alentexo,  who  have 
placed  themselves  under  our  protection; 
and  the  Canary  Isles  have  sent  us  a  deputy 
for  the  same  purpose. — The  greater  opulence 
and  other  peculiar  circumstances  of  the«e 
provinces  offer  resources  which  the  rest 
want  5  and  we  have  thus  been  enabled  to 
make  provision  for  immense  expence.  with- 
out having  received  any  money  Irom  any 
other  part,  or  imposed  any  contributions.-^ 
The  marine  arsenal  of  the  isle  of  Leon, 
perhaps  the  most  considerable  of  all,  obeyed 
us  from  the  beginning,  and  with  it  the 
Spanish  squadron  off  Cadiz,  whose  force  is 
the  greatest,  and  has  been  since  augmented 
by  that  of  the  French  moored  in  that  har- 
bour, and  surrendered  to  us  at  discretion. 

Gibraltar,  the  famous  Eriglish  fortress,  is  in 
our  territory,  and  one  of  the  most  numerous 
squadrons  of  t.hal  nation  kept  our  coast  in  a 
state  of  blockade.  We  immediately,  there- 
fore, opened  a  communication  with  Gibral- 
tar, and  with  the  English  squadron,  which 
has  given  us  all  the  assistance  that  was  in  its 
power,  sent  us  a  resident  ministet;^  at  the 
very  first,  and  conveyed  our  deputies  to 
London,  to  request  subsidies,  and  settle  a 

peace  advantageous  to  the  whole  nation. 

Amidst  so  niLiny  serious  cares,  we  have 
transmitted  all  the  arms  which  it  was  possi- 
ble to  transmit  to  Granada.  Estremadura 
has  received  a  still  greater  number,  and  has 
experienced  our  protection,  and  so  has  Cor- 
dova and  Jaen.  We  have  oirered  arms  to 
La  Mancha,  to  Murcia,  to  Tarrac^on,  to 
Gerona,  who  requested  them  of  us,  lind  we 
exerted  ourselves  to  the  utmost  to  fultil  the 
promi'^^es  whiffh  we  had  made. — We  have 
not  forgot  the  rest  of  the  European  provinces 
and  kingdoms,  and  we  hope  in  time  that 
the  effects  of  our  zeal  and  vigilance  will  be 
made  clear  and  public. — The  Americas 
claimed  at  the  first  a  great  share  of  our  atten- 
tion, in  order  to  preserve  that  so  principal 
part  of  the  Spanish  monarchv.     We  have 
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sent  envoys  and  commissaries  (hither  and  to 
Asia,  in  order  tliat  ihey  may  unite  them- 
selves to  us,  v.'hich  we  could  not  do  without 
qualifying  ourselves   as  the   supreme  junta 
for  the  government  of  Spnin  and  the  Indies, 
and  we  trust  that  tliis  title  and  our  cares  will 
not   be   found  useless.     So   many    labours, 
surrounded  by  so  many  dangers,  will,  we 
trust,     deserve   some  consideration    of  our 
country,  for  the  love  and  defence  of  which 
only  we  have  done  and  suffered  so  much. — 
With  all  this,   we  repeat  that  we  neither  af- 
fect nor  desire  any  superiority.     Whatever 
■we  have  done,  we  owed  to  our  country  :   it 
was   an    indispensable   obligation    upon  us. 
Our  only  object  is  that  Spain  may  preserve 
its   integrity  and  independence,  for  our  lord 
and  king,  Ferdinand  V'll  ;   ana  for  that  ob- 
ject wejoyfullv  sacrifice  our  lives.  May  God, 
who  has  so  clearly  and  marvellously  shewn 
his  protection  of  Spain,  grant  a  safe  return 
to  its  king  Ferdinand  VII I  And  then  with  the 
supreme    government,    he   will   determine 
A^'hat  may  be  his  royal    will,  either  com- 
manding an  union  of  the  cortes,  or  by  such 
clher  means  as  his  prudence  may  suggest, 
and  will  facilitate  the  reform  of  abuses  and 
the  general  happiness  of  the  kingdom,  se- 
curing it  upon  such  foundations  as  are  firm, 
and  subject  to  no  change. — If  these  hopes 
are   vain,  in   which    the  clemency   of  God 
leads  us  to  indulge;  then  the  existing  su- 
preme government  will  itself  determine  what 
is   most   conducive    to    the    interest   of  the 
kingdom,  conforming   itself  to  the  funda- 
mental   laws    thereof,  defending   it   against 
the  fury  and  malice   of  our  enemies,  and 
preserving  this  monarchy,  in  which   itself, 
ihe   liberty   of  nations,    and    the    Catholic 
churcii,  the  beloved  spouse  of  our  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ,  is  so  deeply  interested. — Given 
at  the  royal  palace  of  Seville,^  this  3d  day  of 
August,  1S08. — Fkancis  Saavf.dk.\,  Arch- 
bishop of  Laodicea  ;  the  Dean  of  tke  Chap- 
ter of  the  Holy  Church  ;   Francis  Xavier 

ClENFUF.GOS  ;     VlNCI-NT    HoHE;     FraNCIS 

Diaz  BfcRMrno  :  Manuel  Gil,  C.  M.  ; 
Father  Josi:rn  Kamikez  ;  Juan  Feknando 
AeuiRE;  Count  Tilly;  Marquis  delaGu^- 
NiNA;  Marquis  ue  Torres,  and  eleven 
others. 

Revolution  in  Portugal. —  Proclamation 

by  Lii'Ulcnojil  Guricral  Hojie,-  coniviand- 

iiig  the  Troops  of  his  Britannic    Majesty, 

for  the  immediate  Security  audTranquillity 

of  Lishnn. 

Inliabitants  of  Li'.bon  ; — Your  country 
is  rescued,    and  you   are   re.';iored   to   free- 
dom :  yonr  national  tlag  is  Hying  in    every 
ijuartcr    of   the    kingdom,    and  his   excel 
cr.cy     the   general-in-chicf  of    ilic   British 
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army  is  anxious  to  establish   your  civil  go- 
vernment upon  the  same  footing  in  which  it 
v,'aii  let't  by  your  beloved  prince,  when,    as- 
sisted by  the  con.>tant  friends  of   his    person 
and  his  throne,'  he  escaped   froni   his   most 
insidious  enem/ies.     Without   losing  a  mo- 
ment,   we  are  endeavouring  to  ttfect  this 
measure,  and    to   substitute  a  civil   govern- 
ment to  the  military  ;   to  accomplish  which, 
however,  some  days  will    be   requisite.     In 
order,  then,  that  the  evil  disposed    (if  such 
j  there  be)  may  not  convert  true   libertv   into 
unbridled   licentiousness,    and   in   order    to 
I  avoid,  in  thepre.sent  crisis,  the  terrible  conse- 
I  quences  of  such  disorder,   it  belongs  to  the 
j  commuider-in-chief,  and  to  those  to  whom 
j  he  has  immediately   delegated    the  superin- 
i  tendance  of  the    public  Irar.'iLiiliity  of  this 
j  city,    to  watch  with    all  vigilance  over  its 
I  peace  and  quiet,  and  to  give  security   to  the 
j  persons  and  property  of  it,s  loyal  and   worthy 
i  inhabitants.     To  obtain  this  desirable  end  it 
will  be  necessary,  for  a  short  time,  to  main- 
!  tain  strong  guards,  piquets,  and  patroles.  in 
I  various  directions,  in  order  to  seize  and  take 
;  into  custody  every  person  who  shall  attempt 
!  to  disturb  the  public  peace. — You   rnay  re- 
joice,    inhabitants  of    Lisbon  !     You  have 
I  great  cause  for  gladness  ;    and  your   English 
j  friends,    participating   in    your   sentiments, 
I  rejoice  equally  with  you.     Never  let  it   be 
I  permitted,  however,    that  the  evil  dispo.sed. 
I  should    thereby  have  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
;  moting  insurrection   or  confusion!      But  let 
them    oeware  of  such  a  design  !     The  most 
vigorous  and   elVective    means  are  prepared 
for  snj)pre->sing  any  ai  tempt  of  this   nature, 
and  all  who  may  be  guilty  shall   be  punished 
according  to  military  law,  in  the  most  prompt, 
■rigirous  and   exemplary  manner;    and    for 
the  purpose  of  removing  every   temptation 
to  interrupt  the  peace  of  the  city,  I  prohibit, 
under  the  present  circiuHstances,  the  enter- 
ing the  city  with  arms,  and  the  wearing  them 
in  the  public  streets.     All  inns  and  taverns, 
where  wine  or  spiritu'.-us  liquors  are  sold    in 
small  quantities,  are,  for  the  sarne  reason, 
required  to  be  shut  up  at  six  in  the  evening, 
and  not  to  open  before  sun-rise,  under    the 
pain  of  imprisonment    to   the   dealers,  and 
forfeiture  of    their   licjuors. — Finally,    I  in- 
vite all  persons,  who  possessany  authority  or 
influence  whatever,  and    whether  included 
or  not  in  the  body   of  the    magistracy,  and 
more  particularly  the  holy  ministers  oi  re- 
ligion,  to  assist  the  nfilitary   power   in  pre- 
serving the  iraiujuillity  of   the  capital,  until 
the  much  wishedfor  object  of  secingthe  con- 
stituted civi!  authorities    in    the   exerci.se  of 
their  lunciions  be  obtained. —  God  save  tha 
Prince   Regent  !  Viva  !    Viva  ! — J.   Hoi'c* 
iicuteuani-i;,oneral. 
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Proclamation,  ly  the  British  and  French 
Cinninissioiiers,  for  seeing  carried  into 
El/'ct  th-e  Convfnlinn  agreed  u/ion  ietiveen 
the  respective  Commanclers-in- Chief.  Da- 
ted Lisbon,  lOlh  Sept.  1808. 
For  the  fulfilment  of  the  .stipuhition  made 
in  the  Convention  agreed  npon  for  the  eva- 
cuation of  Portugal  by  the  Fiench  army, 
tliat  property  of  every  kind  confiscated,  or 
seized,  from  the  sr.bje  ts,  or  other  persons 
residing  in  Portugal,  whetlier  of  the  royal 
palace,  royal  and  public  libraries,  and  mu- 
seums, atid  from  individuals  that  are  still 
existing  in  Portugal,  should- be  restored  : — 
We,  the  commissioners  for  seeing  carried 
into  execution  the  said  treaty,  as  his  excel- 
lency the  commander  of  the  French  army 
has  already  notified  to  his  army,  think  it 
also  right  to  make  public  the  same  for  the 
information  of  all  concerned,  and  for  faci- 
litating the  restitution,  or  the  receiving  back 
such  property,  we  have  judged  expedient  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  three  persons, 
viz.  lieut. -colonel  Trant,  O.  Sr.  Antonio, 
Rodrigues  de  Oliviera,  and  Mr.  Dubliur, 
commissaire  des  guerres,  to  meet  at  No.  8, 
Cargo  de  Loretlo,  who  are  appointed  to 
receive,  inquire  into,  and  judge  of  all  re- 
clamations on  this  head,  and  whose  orders 
for  the  restitution  of  property,  to  whomso- 
ever addressed,  are  to  be  obeyed.  And  it 
is  directed  that  keepeis  shall  have  charge  of 
sequestrated  or  seized  property  in  every 
house  to  which  it  may  have  been  removed, 
to  assure  the  coni-ervation  of  objects  or 
moveables  transported  from  royal  or  public 
houses,  or  others,  for  the  use  or  conveni- 
ence of  such  general,  administrator,  or 
other  subject  of  the  French  army.  These 
keepers  will  make  the  description  of  all 
meuiles  with  the  name  of  the  owners,  and 
be  accountable  for  whatever  is  therein,  and 
they  will  be  delivered  only  on  legal  proof  of 
ownership,  to  the  possessors  of  such  articles 
as  -above  described,  who  will  transmit  to 
this  committee  a  return  of  what  each  may 
have  in  his  possession  of  the  property  desig- 
nated. And  all  persons  may  with  safbiy 
apply  to  this  tribunal. — We  think  it  ne- 
cessary also,  to  make  known    to   whom    it 
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litale  the  restitution  of  properly,  liold  its 
sittings  at  the  houseof  Sr.  Antonio  Rodriguez 
de  Oliviera,  No.  8,  Cargo  do  Loretlo. — ■ 
W.  C.  RiiKESFOKD,  Maj.  General,  Pkoby, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  British  cmmi.ssioners." 
' — Le  General  Kellekman,  Le  commissaire 
•  Fran(jais  ])our  I'execution  de  la  Convention, 
du30  Aout. 


Address  of  the  Officers  nf  the  British  Army, 
to  Sir  Arthur  IVelltshy,  on  presentinrr 
him  a  Piece  of  Plate. — Camp  at  St.  An- 
tonio de  Tiigal.,  Sept.  6,    I  SOB. 

Sir.; — The  commanding  officers  of 
corps,  and  field  officers,  who  have  had 
the  honour  of  .serving  in  the  army  under 
your  command,  anxiously  desirous  of  ex- 
pressing the  high  opinion  they  entertain  of 
the  order,  activity,  and  judgment,  with 
which  the  whole  ot  that  force  was  so  ably 
and  successful'y  directed,  from  the  time  of 
landing,  to  the  termination  of  your  com- 
mand in  the  action  of  Vimeira,  i-equcst  you 
will  accept  from  them  a  piece  of  plate,  as  a 
testimony  of  that  sincere  esteem  and  respect 
which  your  talents  and  conduct  have  so  just- 
ly inspired. — (Signed)  W.  W.  Blake,  major 
20ih  light  dragoons,  Wm.  Robe,  lieut.  co- 
lonel commanding  royal  artillery,  James 
Viney,  major  royal  artillery,  H.  Elphin- 
tone,  captain  commanding  royal  engineers, 
Edward  Gopson,  major  5lh  regiment,  and 
lieut.  colonel  Thomas  Eames,  major  5th  regi- 
ment, Henry  Bird,  captain  5th  regiment, 
and  major,  Thomas  Carnu,  major  Gth  regi- 
ment, Arthur  Miller,  major  Oih  regiment, 
J.  Cameron,  lieut.  colonel  commanding  1st 
bat.  gth  foot,  H.  Craufurd,  major  1st  bat. 
gth  foot,  and  lieut.  colonel,  D.  White,  ma- 
jor, 2g!h  regiment,  foot,  and  lieut.  colonel, 
G.  Way,  major  20th  regiment,  Thomas 
Egerten,  captain  29th  regiment,  and  major, 
Andrew  Creagh,  captain  2ath  regiment, 
and  major,  Samuel  Hinde,  lieut.  colonel 
commanding  32d  regiment,  H.  Johnson, 
major,  32d  regiment,  John  Wood,  majors 
32d  regiment,  Robert  Coote,  captain  32d 
regiment,  and  major,  Kobert  Burne,  col. 
commanding  the  SO'th  regiment,  Lewis 
Davis,  major  38th  regiment,  J.  Grevell, 
lieut.  col.,  commanding  3Sth  regiment,  J. 


may  concern,  that   any   purchase    made    of  1   W.  Deane,  inajor  38th  regiment,  and  lieut. 


articles  taken  from  the  public  arsenals  or 
stores  since  the  30th  of  August,  or  what- 
ever shall  on  trial,  be  proved  to  have  been 
illegally  sold  or  disposed  of  at  any  time, 
even  previous  to  ihe  30ih  August,  shall 
be  null  and  void,  the  articles  seized  and  the 
persous  purchasing  subject  to  what  the 
Jaw  may  further  direct. — The  committee 
assembled  to  receive  reclamations,  and  faei- 


col.  E.  Miles,  major  38th  regiment,  Djvid 
Ross,  captain  38lh  regiment,  and  liiajor, 
James  Kemmis,  lieut.  col.  commanding  40;h 
regiment,  and  colonel,  Henry  Thornton, 
major  40th  regiment,  Richar.l  Archdull, 
major  40lh  regiment,  Edward  Hull,  major 
2d  battalion  43d,  Daniel  Hcane,  major  ^Jod, 
William  Greard,  It.  col.  commanding  ^5th 
regiment,  Andrew  Pattan,  major  •15th  regi- 
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ment,  Wm.Gwynn,  major  45tli  regiment, 
D.  Leckyj  brevel-m;ijor  4oth  regiment,  A. 
Coghlan,  brt vet-major  45lh  regiment,  G. 
J.  Walker,  col.  commanding  50i!i  regiment, 
J.Ross,  lieut,  col,  commanding  2J  batta- 
lion of  52d  regiment,  H.  Redwood,  major 
52d  regiment,  W.  G.  Davy,  major  5lh  bat- 
talion tiuth  regiment,  W.  Woodgate,  major 
5th  battalion  dOth  regimant,  John  Gaffe, 
brevet-majoi  Coth  regiment,  D.  Pack,  lieut. 
col.,  commanding  71st  regiment,  D.  Camp- 
bell, major  71st  regiment,  Harry  Kyre,  ma- 
jor, commanding  b2d  regiment,  Chichester 
M'Donall,  major  82d  regiment,  J.  Robin- 
son, lieut.  col.,  commanding  91st  regiment, 
J.  Douglas,  major  y  1st  regiment,  B.  H.  Ot- 
ley,  major  yist  regiment,  and  lieut.  colonel, 
D.  M'D><nnell,  captain  01st  regiment,  and 
major,  Robert  Travers,  major,  command- 
ing 95th  regiment. St.aff  :  Henry  I'or- 

rens,  lieut.  col.  and  military  secretaty,  Geo. 
Tucker,  lieut.  col.  and  deputy  adjutant  ge- 
neral, Thomas  Arbuthnot,  major  and  depu- 
ty assistant-general,  Andrew  Pattan,  do.  do. 
do.,  Wm.  Gunn,  do.  do.  do.,  D.  Leeky,  do. 
do.  do.,  A.  Cughlan,  do.  do.  do.,  James  Ba- 
thnrst,  lieut.  col.  and  deputy  quarter-master- 
geneial,  J.  Painy,  assistant  deputy  quarter- 
master-general.  To  which,  by  their  par- 
ticular request,  are  added  the  names  of  lieu- 
lenant-col.  Walsh,  and  the  held  officers  of 
the  2d  battalion  of  the  9th  regiment,  which 
arrived  previous  to  the  21st  of  August  and 
served  in  that  action. 

Cump  at  St.  ylnna,  near  Lisbon,  Sept, 
18,  1803. — Sir,  It  has  happily  fallen  to  my 
lot  as  the  eldest  field  officer  in  your  army, 
to  have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  inclosed 
address,  from  the  commanding  officers  of 
corps,  and  field-officers  serving  in  it  ;  we 
have  but  one  sentiment  on  the  occasion,  ad- 
miration of  your  talencs  and  confidence  in 
your  abilities. — James  Kemmis,  lieut.  col. 
■flOth  and  colonel. — To  the  right  hon.  Sir 
Arthur  Welleslcy,  K.  B.  &:c.  &c.  &c. 

September  IS,  180S. — Sir,— I  have  had 
the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter  of  this 
day's  date,  in  which  you  have  transmitted 
an  adclress,  from  the  officers  commanding 
corps,  and  the  field  officers  who  served  under 
my  command  in  the  late  operations  in 
Portugal. — 1  have  had  more  than  one  occa- 
sion of  expressing  the  satisfaction  which,  I 
bad  derived,  from  the  state  of  discipline  and 
order  in  which  we  were  employed  ;  and  my 
sanse  of  the  assistance  which  I  had  derived 
from  the  officers  belonging  to  the  dificrent 
departments  of  the  army.  I'hese  advantages 
rendered  our  operations  easy  and  certain  ; 
and  we  were  enabled  to  meet  the  enemy  on 
fair  terms  in  the  fiuld  0/  battle. — I  bc^  you 


to  convey  [to  the  field  officers  of  the  army» 
the  assurance  that  I  shall  not  lose  the  recol- 
lection of  their  services ;  that  I  am  fully 
sensible  of  their  kindness  towards  me  5  and 
that  I  value  highly  their  good  opinion. — I 
have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  &c.  Arthur 
Wellksley. — Colonel  Kemmis,  10th  Regi- 
ment. 

America. — Mr,  JefTcrsons  Answer  to  the 
Inhalltants  of  Bostu?i,  who  prayed  a 
Repeal  0/  the  Embargo.  Dated  August 
26,    1808. 

Your  representation  and  request  were  re- 
ceived on  the  22d  instant,  and  have  been 
considered  with  the  attention  due  to  every 
expression  of  the  sentiments  and  feelings  of 
so  respectable  a  body  of  my  fellow-ciiizens. 
No  person  has  seen,  with  more  conccfrn  than 
myself,  the  inconvenience  brought  on  our 
country  in  general,  by  the  circumstances  of 
the  times  in  which  we  h.ippen  to  live  ;  times 
to  which  the  history  of  nations  presents  no 
parallel.  For  years  we  have  been  looking  as 
spectators  on  our  brethren  of  Europe,  affect- 
ed with  all  tho.se  evils  which  necessarily  fol- 
low an  abawdonment  ofthemoral  rules  which 
bind  men  and  nations  together.  Connected 
with  them  in  friendship  and  commerce,  we 
have  happily  so  far  kept  aloof  from  their 
calamitous  conflicts,  and  by  a  steady  ob.ser- 
vance  of  justice  towards  ail,  by  much  for- 
bearance and  multiplied  sacrifices.  At 
length,  however,  all  regard  to  the  rights  of 
others  having  been  thrown  aside,  the  bellige- 
rent powers  have  beset  the  highway  of  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  edicts,  which,  taken 
together,  expose  our  commerce  and  mariners 
under  almost  every  destination,  a  prey  to 
their  fleets  and  armies.  Eacii  party  indeed 
would  admit  our  commerce  with  themselves, 
•with  the  view  of  associating  us  in  their  war 
against  the  other.  But  we  have  wished  \^ar 
with  neither. — Under  these  circumstances 
were  passed  the  laws  of  which  you  complain 
by  those  delegated  to  exercise  the  power  of 
legislation  for  you,  with  every  sympathy  of 
a  common  interest  in  exerc' .  ng  tliem  faith- 
fully. In  reviewing  these  measures,  there- 
fore, we  should  advert  to  the  difficulties  out 
of  which  a  choice  was,  of  necessity,  to  be 
made.  'I'o  have  submitted  our  rightful 
commerce  to  prohibitions,  and  tributary  ex- 
actions from  others,  would  have  been  to  sur- 
render our  independence — to  resist  them  by 
arms  was  war,  without  consulting  the  state 
of  things  or  the  choice  of  the  nation.  The 
alternative  preferred  by  the  legislature  of 
suspending  a  comi^erce  placed  under  such 
une.\ampled  c4ifuculties,  besides  saving  to 
our  citizens  their  property,  and  our  marl- 
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ners  to  their  country,  has  the  peculiar  ad- 
vantage of  giving  time  to  the  belligerent  na- 
tions to  revise  a  conduct  as  contrary  to  tlieir 
interests  as  it  is  to  our  rights— In  the  event 
of  such  peace,  or  suspension  of  hostilities 
between  the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe, 
or  such  change  in  their  measures  affecting 
neutral  commerce,  as  may  render  that  ofihe 
United  States  sufficiently  safe  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  president,  he  is  authorised  to 
suspend  the  embargo.  But  no  peace  or  sus- 
pension of  hostilities,  no  change  of  mea- 
sures affecting  neutral  commerce,  is  known 
to  have  taken  place  ;  the  orders  of  England, 
and  the  decrees  of  France  and  Spain,  exist- 
ing at  the  date  of  these  laws,  and  still  unre- 
pealed, as  far  as  we  know.  In  Spain,  in- 
deed, a  contest  for  the  government  appe.trs 
to  have  arisen  ;  but  of  its  course  or  prospects, 
we  have  no  information,  on  which  prudence 
would  undertake  a  hasty  change  in  our  poli- 
cy, even  were  the  authority  of  the  executive 
competent  to  such  decision. — You  desire 
that,  in  this  defect  of  power,  congress  may 
be  specially  convened,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
examine  the  evidence,  or  the  character  of 
the  facts,  which  are  .supposed  to  dictate  such 
a  call  ;  because  you  will  be  sensible  on  an 
attention  to  dates,  that  the  legal  period  of 
their  meeting  is  as  early  as,  in  this  exten- 
sive country,  they  could  be  fully  convened 
by  a  special  call. — I  should,  with  great  wil- 
lingness, have  executed  the  wishes  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Boston,  had  peace,  or  a  re- 
peal of  the  obnoxious  edicts,  or  other 
changes,  produced  the  case  in  which  alone 
the  laws  have  given  me  that  authority  ;  and 
so  many  motives  of  justice  and  interest  lead 
to  such  changes,  that -we  ought  continually 
to  expect  them. — But  while  these  edicts  re- 
main, the  legislature  alone  can  prescribe  the 
course  to  be  pursued. — Thos.  Jeffesson. 

Tfie   President    Jefferson's    Answer   to    the 
Dissent  of  the  Repiiblicans  from  the  Pro-^ 
ceedings  of  the  Toivn  of   Boston,  relative 
to  the  Embargo. 
I  have  duly  received  the  address  of  that 
portion  of  the  citizens  of  Boston   who  have 
declared  their  approbation  of  the  present  sus- 
pension of  our  commerce,  and  their  dissent 
from  the  representation  of  those  of  the  same 
place  who  wished  its  removal,     A  division 
of  sentiment   was   not  unexpected  ;  on  no 
question  can  a  perfect  unanimity  be  hoped, 
or  certainly  it  would  have  been  betw^een  war 
and  embargo,  the  only  alternatives  presented 
to  our  choice  ;    for  the    g-  neral  capture  of 
cur  vessels  would  have  been  war  upon  one 
side,  which  reason  and  interest  would  repel 
by  war   and  reprisal  on  our  part. — Of  the 
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several  interests  comprising  those  of  the 
United  Slates,  that  of  manulacturcs  woi:)'!  of 
course  prefer  to  war  a  state  of  non-inter- 
course so  I'avourable  to  their  rapid  growth 
and  prosperity. — Agriculture,  aiilioigh  sen- 
sibly feeling  the  loss  ot  market  fin  its  pro- 
duce, would  find  many  aggravations  in  a 
state  of  war.  -(Commerce  and  naviga. ion,  or 
that  portion  whicii  is  foreign,  in  the  inac- 
tivity to  which  they  are  reduced  by  the  pre- 
sent state  of  tilings,  certainly  experience 
their  full  share  in  the  general  inconveniencej 
but  whether  war  W'uld  be  to  them  a  pret'er- 
able  ahernalivej  is  n  question  their  patriotism 
would  never  hastdy  propose.  It  is  to  be 
regretted,  however,  that  overlooking  il)e 
real  sources  of  sufferings,  the  British  and 
French  edicts,  which  constitute  the  actual 
blockade  of  c  sr  foreig:'  commerce  and  na- 
vigation, they  have,  with  toj  little  reflection, 
imputed  them  to  laws  which  have  preserved 
them  from  greater,  and  have  saved  for  our 
own  use,  our  vessels,  propyl  ty,  and  seamen, 
instead  of  adding  them  to  the  strength  of 
those  with  whom  we  might  eventually  have 
to  contend. — The  embargo,  giving  time  to 
the  belligerent  powers  to  revise  their  unjust 
proceedings,  and  to  listen  to  the  dictates  of 
justice,  or  interest  and  reputation,  whii^h 
equally  urge  the  correction  of  their  wrongs, 
has  availed  our  country  of  this  only  honour- 
able expedient  of  avoiding  war  ;  and  should 
a  repeal  of  these  edicts  supersede  the  cnnse 
tor  it,  our  comu)ercial  brethren  wil!  become 
sensible,  that  it  has  coiisult<'d  their  interesi,- 
how&ver  against  their  own  »vill.  It  will  be 
unfortunate  for  their  country,  if  in  the  mean* 
time  these  their  expressions  of  im  atiencff 
should  have  the  eifect  of  prolonging  the 
very  sulierings  .which  have  produced  iherry 
by  exciting  a  fallacious  hope  that  we  may, 
under  any  pressure,  relinquish  our  equal 
rights  of  navigating  the  ocean,  go  to  such 
ports  as  others  may  prescribe,  and  there  piy 
the  tributary  exactions  they  may  imp- se  ; 
an  abandonment  of  national  independence 
and  essential  rights  revohii.g  to  every  manly 
sentiment.  While  these  edicts  are  in  force, 
no  American  can  ever  consent  to  a  return  of» 
peaceable  intercourse  with  those  who  main- 
tain them.  I  am  in  the  approach  of  ihe 
period  when  the  feelings  anu  the  wi.<i:.^n  of 
the  nation  will  be  coll::-cted  in  their  repre- 
sentatives assembled  together.  To  them  are 
committed  our  rights,  to  them  our  wrt'  'gs 
are  known,  ai'd  they  wili  pronounce  the 
remedy  they  c.dl  f(T  :  and  |  hear  wiih  plea- 
sure from  all,  as  well  tho.-e  who  approve  as 
tlioais  who  disapprove  oi  the  present  mea-; 
sures,  assurances  of  an  implicit  acquiescence 
in  the  annunciation  of  tl)e  general  Wj.jJ,    ^ 
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beg  leave,  thrcugh  you,  to  communicate  tliis 
answer  to  the  address,  on   which  your    sig- 
nature had  the  first   place,  and  to   add   as 
surahces  of  my  respect. — (Signed)  Thomas 
Jei-ferson. — To  Col.  Edward  Proctor. 
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Petition  of  the  Suhscriiers,   Officers  of  Mer~ 
chant  Ships,  belonging  to  t/ie  Port  oj  Phi- 
ladelphia,  to  I'honias  Jefferson,  Esq.  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  of  America  : 
Respectfully    Sheweth,    that     in     conse- 
quence of  the  present  embargo  laws,  the  si- 
tuation of  your   petitioners  is  grievous  and 
afflicting  ;   that  they   have  been  engaged   in 
the   mercantile  service  since   their    infancy, 
with  few  exceptions,  and   accustomed   only 
to  conduct  ships  or  vessels  noross  the  ocean  ; 
that  from  ihe  operation  of  the  present  restric- 
tive laws,  they  find  themselves  cut  off  from 
their  usual  employment,  and  of  course  the 
means  of  subsistence  are  gone. — Your  peti- 
tioners are  well  acquainted  with    the   duties 
of  conducting  ships  from  port  to    port — well 
versed  in  naval   tactics,  but  unable  to  han- 
dle the  harrow  or  plough. — Your  petitioners 
have  for  a  long  time  borne  with  patience  the 
privations  incident  to  these  restrictive   laws, 
without  murmur   or  complaint  ;   but  when 
imperious  necessity  compels  them  to  disclose 
the  cause  of  their  gi  ievances,  they   hwmblv 
suppose  they  have  a  right  so  to  do  in  a  decent 
and  respectful  manner. — Your   petitioners, 
therefore,    pray  that  your  excellency   will 
take    their  case     into     consideration,    and 
adopt    such    measures   as   will  relieve   the 
wants  of  your  petitioners  ;  or,    if  there   are 
vacarcies  in  the  navy  to  give  to  your  petiti- 
oners, or  some  of  them,  an  opportunity   oi 
serving    therein,  as    they  think   themselves 
capable  of  performing  services  of  that  niiture. 
They,  however,  submit  their  whole  cause  to 
your  consideration,  hoping  youi  excellency 
will  adopt  such  measures  as  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice may  point  out,    and    as  in  duty  bound 
will  pray,    &c  — Philadelphia,  August   10th 
1808. 

The  President's  /luswe.r. 
Sir  — In  answer  to  the  petition  which  you 
delivered  me  from  the  officers  of  merchant 
vessels  belonging  to  Piiiladelphia,  I  must 
premise  my  sincere  regret  at  the  sacriiices 
which  our  fellow  citizens  in  general,  and  the 
petitioners  in  particular,  have  been  obliged 
to  meet,  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times. 
We  live  in  an  age  of  atlliclion,  to  which  the 
history  of  nations  presents  no  parallel ;  we 
have  for  years  been  looking  on  Europe  co- 
vered with  blood  and  violence,  and  seen  ra- 


pine  spreading   itself  over   the  ocean.     On 
this  flemenl  it  has  reached  us,  and  at  ientrth 
in  so   serious   a  degree,   ihat  the    legislature 
of  the  nation  has  thought  it  necessary  to  with- 
draw our  citizens  and  property  from  it,  either 
to  avoid  or    to  prepare    for  engaging   in  tlie 
general  contest.     Eut  for  this  timely  precau- 
tion, the  petitioners  and  their  property  mi^ht 
now  have  been  in  the  hands  of  spoilers,  who 
have  laid  aside  all    regard   to   moral    right. 
Withdrawing  from  the  greater  evil,  a   lesser 
has  been    necessarily  encountered  ;  and  cer- 
tainly, could  the  legislature  have  made  pro- 
vision  against  this  also,   I  siiould  have  had 
great  pleasure  as  the  instrument  of  .its  exe- 
cution ;     but    it  was    impracticable  by   any 
general  and  just  rules  to  prescribe,  in  every 
case,  tlie   best    resource   against  the  incon- 
veniences of  this  new  situation.     The  diffi. 
culties  of  the   crisis  will    certainly  fall  with 
greater  pressure,  on  some  discription  of  ci- 
tizens than  others,  and  on  none  perhaps  with 
greater    than    on   our     seafaring     brethren. 
Sould  any  means  of  alleviation  occur   within 
I  the  range  of  my  duties,  I  shall  with  certain- 
ty advert  to  the  situation  of   the  petitioners, 
and  in  availing  the  nation   of  their  services, 
aid  them   with  a   substitute  for  their  former 
occupation.     I  salute  them  and  yourself  with 
sentiments  of  sincere  regard. 

"  Tii.  Jefferson." 

HoLi..\xn. — Dutch    Commercial   Decree, 
dated  ]Sth  October,  1S08. 
Louis    Napoleon,   by   the  grace  of    God 
and  the  constitution  of  the  kingdom,     king 
of  Holland,    and   constable  of  Eiance,  has 
decrceil   and   decrees  as   follows  : — Art.    I, 
The  exportation,  by  sea,  of  the  produce  of 
the    kingdom,  hitherto   permitted  to  be  ex- 
ported   to    neutral    ports,     is    provisionally 
suspended    until    further    orders. — Art.     II. 
The   superintendance   of  the  coast  shall  be 
divided  into  three  grand  precincts  ;  the  first, 
extending    from    the    Helder  to   the  Isle  of 
Walcheren,  inclusive  ;   the  second  frotn  the 
Helder,    inclusive,  to    Harlingen  ;  and    the 
third  from  Harlindjen  to  the  Jahde,  inclusive. 
— Art.  III.  The  commanders-in-chief  shall 
be  personally   responsible  for  the  execution 
of  the  dispositions  that  relate  to  the  complete 
shutting  of  nil  the  ports  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the    prevention  of  all  conmiunication    with 
the  enemy,  and  likewise  of  nil  that  we  may 
hereafter  decree.     They  shall  d.iily  transmit 
a   report  to  our  minister.^  of  what  relates  to 
their    re.spjfctive    departments. 
(To  le  continued.) 
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TO    THE 

Rev.  Edmund  Poulter. 
(See  his  Lellt^r  heloiv.) 


Without  any  waste  of  time  or  room 
for  the  sake  of  ceremony,  I  shall,  at  once, 
and  following  the  order  you  have  pursued, 
endeavour  to  answer  eveiy  part  of  the  letter, 
which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  send  me 
on  Thursday  evening  last,  which  should, 
if  I  had  had  it  three  hours  sooner,  have 
appeared  in  the  Register  of  the  last  week, 
and  which  I  now  am  about  to  send  forth  to 
the  public. 

First,  then,  Sir,  you  complain  of  the 
pariia/iti/  of  the  gentlemen,  by  whom  the 
Report  of  the  Proceedings  was  taken  and 
published.  I  really  did  not,  when  I  read 
the  Report,  perci-ive  in  it  any  marks  of 
partiality.  It  appeared  to  me  to  be  as  near- 
ly correct  as  such  a  report  could  be  expected 
to  be.  You  cite,  however,  a  particular 
instance  j  and,  in  this  you  are  unfortunate; 
for,  1  myself  am  ready  to  take  my  oath, 
that  you,  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Gamier, 
described  him  as  your  "  near  and  dear  re/a- 
"  tion."  I  have,  since  I  have  received 
your  letter,  put  this  question  to  six  gentle- 
men, who  were  present,  two  of  thera 
clergymen  :  "  What  was  it  that  Mr.  Poul- 
"  ter  called  Mr.  Garnier,  when  he  gave 
"  his  reasons  for  not  having  called  ms  to 
"  order  when  I  was  going  into  that  sub- 
''  ject  r"  The  answer  of  everyone  has  been: 
"  he  called  him  his  near  and  dear  rela- 
"  tion."  Besides  this,  I  well  remember, 
that,  while  you  were  speaking,  a  gentle- 
man upon  my  rigtit  hand,  asked  me  how 
yoa  were  the  relation  of  Mr.  Garnier  ;  and, 
while  at  dinner,  the  iiv.w.-.  day,  there  being 
none  present  but  persons  of  the  county, 
there  arose  a  converiation  upon  this  very 
question  of  relationship.  To  beat  issue, 
thus,  upon  a  point  of  ract,  is  not  pleasant  ; 
but,  it  is  generally  true,  that  no  one  re- 
members so  imperfectly  what  a  speaker 
says,  in  the  heat  of  disputation,  as  the 
speaker  himself.  Ask  any  of  your  friends, 
Sir,  who  were  near  you,  iii  the  Hall;  and 
I  am  satisfied,  that  you  will  find  reason  to 
doubt  your  own  accuracy,  in  this  respect, 
at  least.'  That  you  should  forget  what  you 
said,  in  the  haste  of  the  momenr,  is  not 
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only  probable,  but  it  is  what  one  would  na- 
turally expect  ;  but,  that  yon  should  nov/ 
give  us,  as  ///j  very  ivorih  ;  that  you  should 
now  lay  before  the  public,  marked  by  in- 
verJed  commas,  words  which  you  did  net 
utter,  does,  T  must  confess,  greatly  surprize 
me  ;  and  my  surprize  is  not  diminished  by 
the  reflection,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  no  im- 
portance, as  far  as  I  can  conceive,  what  the 
words  were  ;  for,  wliat  diff.-rence  could  it 
possibly  make,  as  to  the  merits  of  the  case 
before  the  meeting,  whether  Mr.  G.rrnier 
was  your  relation,  oi*  not  ?  What  possible 
inducement  could  the  reporters  have  to  mis- 
reprcsent  you  in  a  thing  of  this  sort  ?  Sup- 
posing their  partialities  to  have  been  against 
you,  what  end  could  they  propose  to  them- 
selves in  making  the  world  believe  that  you 
were  the  relation,  instead  of  the  iriend  and 
admirer,  of  the  person  ot  whom  meiuiun 
had  been  made  ' 

As  to  my  being  out  nf  order,  in  intro- 
ducing the  subject  of  Mr.  Garnier  and  his 
immense  emohuuents,  that  I  now  deny,  as 
I  denied  at  the  tune.  I'o  talk  over  again 
the  demerits  of  the  Convention  appeared 
ro  me  to  be  quite  useless ;  but,  nothing 
seemed  more  proper,  in  addresi^ing  or.e's  self 
to  a  meeting  of  tax-payers,  than  to  show 
the  causes  of  the  friendship  and  support 
with  the  Convention-makers  found  ;  and, 
the  particular  instance  in  question  was  a 
very  striking  one  of  the  interest  which  some 
persons  had,  and  must  naturally  have,  in 
a  continuation  of  the  war,  at  all  events, 
and  to  which  coiuinuation  the  Poitugal 
Convention  was  so  manifestly  a  friend. 
The  people  want  to  be  made  acq-:ainted 
with  facts.  They  have  so  long  been  bandied 
about  from  faction  to  taction,  that  they 
caniK.t  know  what  to  think.  They  cannoc 
know  their  friends  from  their  enemies. 
The  way  is  to  give  them  some  facts  ; 
names  and  dates  and  sums.  Fix  their 
attention  to  things,  and  not  aa-iuse  them 
with  sounds.  Tiie  corrupters  and  the 
corrupted  want  nothing  more  th.in  to 
keep  facts  frotn  the  people.  Neither 
faction  exposes,  or  liltempls  to  expose,  ms 
otiitT,  in  those  paints  where  the  public  are 
really  itjterested.  They  quarrel ;  they  hate 
one  another  ni'ist  sii-.cerety  ;  but,  their  li:i- 
tred  IS   that  of  riv-i';:;    that   ci"  rivi'-:   for 
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plunder  ;  and,  they  tnke  special  care  not  to 
attack  the  object  of  their  common  pursuit. 
— — V/e  were  met  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering, whether  it  was  proper  to  petition 
the  king  for  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  a  great 
military  failure.  You  called  me  to  order, 
because  1  was  making  a  statement  of  the 
expence  of  supporting  the  Duke  of  York, 
of  whose  failures  and  of  whose  memorable 
Conveniion  at  the  Ilelder,  I  had  just  been 
speaking,  as  of  the  example,  which  had  led 
to  all  our  subsequent  disgraceful  capitulations 
and  conventions.  And,  if  this  was  not 
being  in  order,  what  could  be  so  ?  Was  I 
not,  when  I  was  speaking  of  the  services  of 
a  person,  to  speak  also  of  the  compensation, 
Td'hich  he  received  for  those  services  ?  Why 
vas  this,  above  all  other  matter,  to  be 
avoided  ?  Was  it  because  you  did  net  wish 
the  people  to  know  how  their  money  was 
expended?  Were  you  afraid,  Sir,  that  they 
would  begin  to  perceive,  that  the  sncritices 
they  were  making  were  not  for  the  defence 
of  their  country  ?  I  can  see  no  other  reason  ; 
¥ut,  if  another  such  opportunity  shouM 
occur,  the  cry  of  order  shall  not  prevent  me 
from  proceeding  to  discharge  what  I  deem 
my  bounden  duly. 

With  respe«t  to  Mr.  Gamier  nnd  his 
patent  and  emoluments,  I  should  be  fully 
justified  in  refusing  to  admit  into  my  Regis- 
ter, any  an.swer  to  what  I  thought  proper  to 
say  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  county.  The 
time  and  place  for  answering  me  was  when 
and  where  the  speech  was  made.  I  am 
ready,  however,  to  admit  any  thing  respect- 
ing this  matter,  until  the  discussion  be  fairly 
closed,  because  it  is  a  matter  of  deep  and 
general  interest ;  but,  I  must,  before  I 
proceed  further,  beg  you  to  observe,  that  it 
is  upon  this  account  that  I  admit  your  letter, 
and  not  from  any  persuasion,  that  I  am 
bound  to  give  an  opponent  at  Winchester  an 
opportunity  of  reviving  the  debate  in  my 
Kegister,  which  is  intended  for  general  cir- 
culation ;  for,  otherwise,  every  one  who 
had  a  dispute  with  me,  uo  matter  of  what 
kind,  might  claim  the  insertion  of  his  let- 
ters, and  the  public,  as  far  as  they  read  my 
publication,  would  be  entertained  with,  at 
best,  the  mere  politics  of  Hampshire. 

^Ir.  Garnier's  is  aca^e  of  great  and  general 
importance.  I  am  happy,  that  he  has, 
through  you,  challengecl  this  sort  of  discus- 
sion J  ncjl,  because  I  am  convinced,  that  he 
•will  have  cause  to  repent  of  having  yielded 
to  the  suggestions  of  zealous,  though  inju- 
dicious, friendship  ;  but,  because  I  regard 
his  patent,  and  the  concern  growin;^;  out  oi 
il,  as  being  amongst  tlxiuc  A.igrant  abuses, 
the  expooure  of  vihich  must,  i|  tiine>  w«rk 


a  change  in  the  minds  of  this  deceived  and 
torpid  nation. 

You   tell   me.    Sir,     that    Mr.    Gamier 
"  loaths   and    abhors    the   very    vame    ami 
"  nature   of  war  j"  and   this,    "  from    his 
"■  general  feelings  of  humanity,  and  from  his 
"  hnving  ]ost.fbur  son^  in  the  service  of  his 
"  country  by  the  war  ;  and  that  most  bap- 
"  pily  would  ho  restore  the  money  he  has 
"  gained  by  the  patent,  if  the  blood  he  has 
"  lost  could  be  restored  to  him."    Now,  Sir, 
this  is  very  full  of  fine  scnlimewt,  and  might 
do  very  well  in  a  modern  romance      But, 
how   far   will   it  stand  the  test  of  reason  ? 
//7/y  did  he  pbce  four  sons  in  the  army,  or 
navy,  if  he  loathed  and  abhorred  the  very 
name  and  nature  of  war  ?  He,  surely,  in- 
tended  they  should,  sometime  or  other,  go 
forth   to  fight  ?     Or,  if  he  made  them  sol- 
diers,  or   sailors,  upon   the   speculation   of 
continual  pence,  I  see,  in  his  conduct,   co- 
thing  better  than   the  proof  of  a  desire  to 
obtain  for  them  a  livelihood  out  of  the  pub- 
lic burthens  without  any  corresponding  ser- 
vices.    This  is  a  dilemma.  Sir,  from  which, 
I  am  of  opinion,  you  will  find  it  very  difficult 
to  extricate  Mr.  Garniei.     It  is  in  vain,  that 
you  apply  a  general  argument  in  support  of 
a  htatement  from  personal  knowledge  ;  it  is 
in  vain,  that  you  tell  me,  that  "  his  literal 
'•  education,     generous     habits,     and     pa- 
"  rental  feelings,  would  prevent  him  from 
"  bartering  aflVctions   for  interests  ;  "  for  I 
shall    be   satisfied   with    nothing    but   con- 
clusions,   drawn    from  facts.      Look,    Sir, 
into  tho   list   of  places   and  pensions ;  and 
there  you  will  find  proofs  of  greediness  and 
meanness  too  hateful  to  be  described,  in  per- 
sons, who  have  had,  whatyou  are  pleased,  in 
the   common   phrase   of  the   day,  to  call  a 
"  liberal    education."      Indeed,    it    would 
seem,  that,  in  many  instances,  such  educa- 
tion, instead    of  having  produced  dignified 
notions;  instead  of  having  given  rise  to  in- 
dependence of  mind  and  of  conduct,  is  look- 
ed upon  as  a  suflicient  plea  fur  saddling  the 
possessor  as  a  sort  of  state  pauper  upon  the 
public.     This    education,    call  it   what  you 
will,  has  a  degrading  effect.     I  have  never 
yet  seen  ir  productive  of  any  thing  great  or 
prai'ieworthy.     I   sea  it  .sending  forth  a  train 
of   shameless  drones  and  peculators  j    and, 
therefore,  I   der>j)ise  it.     Of  Mr.    Garnier's 
generosity  we  shall,  presently,  see  some /«- 
stance''  not  to  be  contrcAei  ted  ;  but,  give  rae 
leave   to   make   a  general  observation  j  and 
that  is,  th:it,  according   to  the  old  maxim, 
we  should  be  just  before  we  arc  generous. 
The   Apostle,  you  well  know.  Sir,  bids  us 
give  to  those  who  need,  a  precept  which  he 
hid  copied  f;uu)  his  Master  i  but,  Ue  say» 
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something,  too,  about  the  manner  of  getting 
what  we  give  ;  and  he  tells  us,  to  be  sure  to 
get  it  by  our  labonr;  to  earn  it;  to  be  able 
to  call  it  our  own,  in  conscience  as  v/cU  as 
in  Jaw,  before  we  attempt  to  give  it  away. 
Whether  Mr,  Garnier's  generosity  will  stand 
this  test  we  are  now  proceeding  to  inquire. 

The  date  and  the  duration  of  Mr.  Garnier's 
patent  you  have  accurately  stated.  It  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  liis  father  and  himself 
for  seventy-four  years  ;  during  that  time  they 
have  had,  in  virtue  ot  thcif  patent,  a  mo)io- 
polij  of  the  supply  of  the  army  with  medi- 
cines and  surgicalinstrtiments.  Mr.  Gamier 
himself  has  never,  in  any  instance,  perform- 
ed any  part  of  the  duty ;  and  yet,  besides 
the  immense  profits  derived  from  the  mono- 
poly, he,  who  never  has  dene  an  hour's  du- 
ty, who  has  been  proved  upon  oath  never  to 
have  given  a  moment's  attendance,  in  any 
way  whatever  in  the  public  service,  has  been 
in  the  receipt,  and  is  now  in  the  receipt,  of 
the  pay  of  ten  shillings  a  day,  as  being  upon 
the  staff'  of  the  army,  though  he  "  loaths 
*'  and  abhors  the  very  name  and  nature  of 
**  war  !  "  Sir,  fine  sentiments  will  not  si- 
lence this  fact.  Talk  to  me  not  of  the  na- 
tural efiect  of  a  "  liberal  education  ;"  talk 
to  me  not  of  Mr.  Garnier's  "  generosity  ;  " 
for,  if  ever  there  was  a  proof  of  consum- 
mate meanness,  it  is  that  which  we  here  Lave 
before  us,  Go^d  God  !  Look  at  the  estates 
in  and  about  Wickbam  ;  look  at  the  endless 
church  preferment  of  his  sons  ;  look  at  his 
splendid  mansion  and  equipage,  and  his  nu- 
merous train  of  menials.  Look  at  all  this ; 
consider  that  it  has  ail  come  from  the  public 
burthens  and  without  one  day's  service  on 
the  part  of  the  possessor;  consider  that  this 
possessor  still  receives,  in  pay  from  that  pub- 
lic, the  sum  of  ten  shillings  a  day,  as  an  otfi- 
cer  upon  the  staff  of  the  army,  in  which 
office  he  has  never  acted  for  one  hour  ;  and 
then  insult  us,  who  are  the  payers  of  this 
man  ;  then  insult  us  again,  I  say,  with  an 
argument,  in  favour  of  his  disinterestedness, 
founded  on  his  "  liberal  education"  and  his 
"  generous  habits  !" 

I  should  now  enter  upon  a  refutation  of 
the  statement,  which  you  have  made  with 
respect  to  the  profits  of  Mr.  Garnier.  But, 
Sir,  you  are  not  to  learn,  th:n,  early  in  the 
pre'icnt  year,  a  Report,  relative  to  his  depart- 
ment, was  laid  before  parliament  by  the 
Commissioners  of 'Military  Inquiry,  which 
Keport,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  said  profits, 
I  shall,  before  I  proceed  further  with  tpy 
own  observations,  quote,  word  for  word. 
The  Commissioners  first  observe,  that  there 
is  no  efficient  check  to  Mr.  Garnier's  Ac* 
copnts^,    eitlier  as   to  quaniity,  quality,  or] 
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prices.  All  that  you  h^ve  alledged  about 
lon<T  credit,  the  Apothecaries  Company"* 
prices  to  the  Navy,  and  so  forth,  was  allege! 
before  the  commissioners  ;  and,  in  this  ex- 
tract from  their  Report,  you  will  find  it  all 
completely  refuted,  ■■"  Before  we  pro- 
"  ceed  to  state  the  coui'se  we  have  followed 
"  in  endeavouring  to  get  at  a  correct 
"  judgment  of  the  prices  allowed  ia 
"  these  bills,  it  may  be  proper  to  notice, 
"  that  the  form  of  the  certificate,  at  pre- 
*'  sent  signed  by  the  physician  and  sur- 
"  geon  general,  differs  from  that  which 
"  was  in  use  when  Sir  Clifton  Wintringbaru 
"  was  physician  general  to  the  army.  His 
"  certificate  states,  "  that  the  medicine* 
"■  "  and  materials,  as  recited  in  the  invoices, 
"  "  had,  agreeable  to  their  respective  dates, 
"  "  been  carefully  viewed  and  examined 
by  him,  and  that  they  were  found  to 
be  very  good;  and  further,  that  he 
**■  "  believes  the  prices,  as  far  as  his  inqu"* 
"  *•■  ries  could  ascertain,  vt-ere  reasonable, 
"  '*  as  being  rated  at  the  current  pries 
"  "  which  they  bore  at  the  time  they  \ver« 
"  "  supplied  by  the  apothecary  general." 
"  From  this  form  of  certificate  v.e  infer, 
"  that  the  very  articles  named  in  the  invoices 
"  had  been  examined  by  the  physician  ge- 
"■  neral  on  the  dates  of  their  being  placed 
"  in  the  packages  ;  and  that  the  current 
"  rate  of  price  on  the  day's  of  the  supply 

"  was  that  which  was  certified  by  him. 

"  The  present  form  of  the  certificate  states, 
"  that  the  physican  general  and  surgeon  ge- 
"  neral  "  have, /t-cto  timp.  to  time,  care- 
"  "  fully  examined  the  difierent  articles 
"  "  contained  in  the  account,  and  that 
''  "  they  have  uniformly  found  them  of  tite 
"  ''best  quality,"  Whatever  inference 
"  may  be  drawn  froni  the  words  u-ed  in 
"  this  certificate,  we  learn  from  Mr.  Clarke, 
''  that  there  is  no  security  lut  the  "  ihte- 
"  "  ^''^'i/  '^f  ^^'''  po-Tt^-'i  cniplf^yed, '  that 
"  the  articles  which  have  been  inspected 
•''  are  the  articles   which   had   been   issued 

"  from     the    elaboratory. The   present 

"  certificate  farther  states,  that  "  having 
"  "  examined  the  prices  cbargedi  ?nd  hav- 
"  "  ing  taken  into  consideration  the;  direct 
"  "  tlons  received  from  the  trensury,  thaC 
i<  <<  tjiey  were  to  pay  attention  to  tlie  de- 
"  "  lay  in  the  psiyment,  they  are  of  opi- 
"  "  nion,  that  the  apothecary  genend''; 
"  "  charges  to  the  public  are  fair  and  re;;-? 
"  "  solvable,"  This  pr.rt  cf  the  prevent 
"  certificate  does  not,  like  the  former  cerli- 
"■  ticate,  afford  a  ground  for  inferring  that 
"\  the  prices  which  are  certified  are  at  iHe 


'''.current  r^C!Je  of  the  dnys  of  supply  ;  lut 
""  tta  i»hy^K;iia  general    s:'ys,    "ilia!.   u\ 
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"  checking  the  apothecary  general's 
*'  charges,  he  always  takes  into  consi- 
"  deration  the  variation  in  the  prices  of 
"  the  medicines."  On  an  inspection, 
however,  of  the  two  accounts  which  we 
have  procured  from  x\\<i  treasury,  one  of 
which  amounts  to  al)out  forty-four  thou- 
sand five  lumdred  pounds,  and  the  other 
to  upwards  of  seventy-five  thousand 
pounds,  we  cannot  find,  except  in  one  or 
two  instances,  that  there  is  any  variation 
in  the  prices  charged  in  each  year  ;  not- 
v.iihstanding  the  supply  is  extended 
tlirough  the  whole  of  the  year  ,•  and 
we  have  understood  thar,  in  one  material 
article  at  .Vast,  that  of  bark,  there  was 
a  very  great  variation  in  its  price  during 

one  of  the  years. We  have  remarked 

too,  on  an  investigation  of  tho.se  bills, 
that  the  prices  charged  by  the  apothecary 
peneral  have  been  nniformly  admitted; 
for  we  cm  find  no  alteration  or  deduction 
in  any  one  cjf  the  charges.  Yet  this  al- 
lowance for  the  delay  in  paym.ent  is  not 
added  by  tlie  phy^.ici:;n  and  surgeon  ge- 
neral at  the  end  of  the  account  as  a  per- 
centage for  a  certain  .specified  period  on 
the  sum  total  of  it.  but  forms  part  of 
the  charges  on  some  or  all  of  tlie  items  ; 
and  must  be  considered,  therefore,  as 
being  left  to  the  discrelion  of  t/ic  apothe- 
cary gvneral. It  is  obvious  bow  diffi- 
cult it  must  be  to  check  such  charges,  by 
comparing  them  with  the  charges  made 
by  others  in  the  trade.  But,  conceiving 
ihnt  the  most  satisfactory  mode  of  doing 
it  would  be  to  compare  the  total  amount 
charged  by  the  apothecary  general  for 
certain  invoices  of  medicines  furnished 
to  the  army,  with  the  total  amount 
which  others  would  have  charged  for 
the  same  under  similar  circumstances, 
we  submitted  particular  invoices  of  me- 
dicines, lurnished  by  the  apothecary  ge- 
neral in  the  year.-;  1804  and  1803,  but 
without  his  prices  affixed,  to  the  con- 
sideration of  two  or  three  eminent  drug- 
giils  and  chemists,  and  we  desired  them 
to  affix  tlie  prices  which  the  best  articles 
of  the  kintl  bore  in  those  years.  And, 
for  a  future  comparison,  we  procured 
from  the  ordnance  and  transport  boards 
the  bills  fur  medicines  supplied  for  their 
use  during  the  years  1J:04  and  1805  ;  the 
first  of  tlicse  bo.irds  being  supplied  by 
a  druggist,  and  the  other  by  the  apothe- 
caries  company J  he    blaid<    invoice 

which  we  submitted  to  Messrs.  Kempson 
andCo.  drngc^ists  in  London,  was,  for 
a  regiment;il  ciiesf  of  medicines  furniblicd 
by  lli«  apothecary   general,  in   1S05,  the 
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**  bill  f(  r  which  was  communicated  to  us 
"  by  Mr.  Calvert  Clarke.  It  will  be  seen, 
"  on  an  inspection  of  the  two  columns  in 
"  which  the  diflcrent  rates  of  charge  of 
"  tl:c  apothecary  general  and  of  ^-lessrs. 
"  Kcmpson  and  Co.  are  given,  that  the 
"  rates  of  the  first  arc  almost  in  every 
"  instance  higter  than  those  of  Messrs. 
"  Kemphon,  and,  on  the  amount  of  th« 
"  whole,  are  40  per-cent.  higher  than 
"  theirs  .-  yet  Mr.  Kempson  says,  that 
"  "  his  prices  would  have  afforded  him 
"  "  sonirthing  hatidsovie.  in  the  way  of  pro- 
"  "fit;  und  that  the  price  of  bark, 
"   "  p.'irlicnlarly,  is  taken   at  a    high  valu- 

"  "  ation." The  blank   bills  submitted 

"  to  Messrs.  Godfrey  and  Cooke,  and  to 
"  Messrs.  Corbyn  and  Co.,  also  chemists 
"  and  druggists  in  London,  were  copied 
"  from  invoices  of  much  larger  quantities 
"  than  that  submitted  to  Mr.  Kcmpson, 
"  and  were  selected  from  the  apothecary 
"  general's  bills  for  1804  and  1805.  On 
"  an  inspection  of  the  comparative  state- 
"  ment  in  the  Appendix,  of  the  rates  of 
**  the  charge  of  the  apothecary  general, 
"  and  of  the  gentlemen  before  named,  it 
"  appears  that  there  is  often  a  difference  in 
"  the  prices  of  these  gentlemen  as  between 
"  themselves,  and  that,  in  some  instances, 
"  their  prices  exceed  those  of  the  apothe- 
"  cary  general ;  but  that,  on  the  whole, 
"  his  prices  exceed  those  of  Messrs.  Godfrey 
"  and  Cooke  ly  41  per-cent.  and  of  Messrs. 
"  Corbyn  and  Co.  hy  18  per-cent  in  tho 
"  year  1804  ;  and  in  1805  they  exceed  the 
"  first  hy  37,  and  the  second  ly  \C)  per-ceiit . 
"  Some  explanation,  however,  is  neces- 
"  sary  in  this  place  :  it  is  well  known  that 
"  the  prices  which  merchantsand  tradesmea 
"  charge  for  the  articles  they  furnish  are, 
"in  a  great  measure,  regulated  by  the 
"  quantity  furnished,  by  the  credit  which 
"  is  given,  and  by  the  risk  ot  paymiMit ; 
"  and,  without  a  consideration  of  these 
"  circumstances,  no  comparison  can  be 
"  justly  made.  In  the  present  case,  we 
"  learn  from  Mr.  Cooke,  the  partner  of 
"  Mr.  Godfrey,  thai  his  prices  are  fixed 
"  on  the  principle  of  his  customer  being  a 
''  merchant  buying  largely,  and  at  six 
"  months  credit:  "  was  the  credit,"  he 
"  says,  '•  to  be  extended  to  12  months  in 
"  "  addition  (or  18  months  altogether)  he 
"  "  would  have  added  about  10  per-cent, 
"  "  to  his  prices."  In  comparing,  there- 
"  fore,  Messrs.  Godfrey  and  Cooke's  pricci 
''  w'lh  the  apothecary  general's,  J'lO  per- 
"  cent,  ought  to  be  added  to  the  former  ; 
"  for  the  apothecary  general's  bills  were 
"  seldom  paid  sooner  than  eighteen  mcnlhs. 
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"  and  sometimes  not  until  two  years  after 
"  the  supply  was  made.  With  respect  to 
"  Messrs.  Corbyn  and  Co.'s  prices,  it  is  to 
"  be  understood  that,  in  fixing  thf-m,  they 
"  have  proceeded  on  ihe  principle  of  the 
"  articles  being  furnished  to  apothecaries, 
"  to  whom  the)'  give  twelve  months  credit: 
"  but  they  look  on  the  risk,  it  seems,  in 
"  this  case,  to  bss  considerable,  and  they 
"  have  taken  it  accordingly  into  their  valu- 
•'  ation.  They  have  also  calculated  their 
"  prices  on  the  small  quantities  of  me- 
**  dicines  usually  furnished  to  apothecaries  ; 
"  but  if  such  large  quantities  were  farnish- 
"  ed,  as  were  described  to  be  furnished  in 
"■  a  year  by  theapothecary general,  Mr.  Mes- 
"  ser  (of  Messrs.  Corbyn's  house)  thought 
*'  that  Messrs.  Corbyn's  prices  should  be 
"  reduced  10  per  cent,  on  drugs,  and  20 
"  per  cent,  on  chemical  preparations  ;  and, 
"  were  the  payment  delayed  for  eighteen 
"  months,  or  two  years,  Mr.  Messer  says, 
"  taking  into  consideration  the  quantity  of 
"  the  supply,  with  certainty  of  payment, 
"  that  he  still  thinks  the  prices  which  his 
"  house  had  affixed  to  the  bills  ought  to  sa- 
"  tisfy  anij  person.  On  the  whole,  there- 
"  fore,  we  may  consider  that  the  prices  of 
"  Messrs,  Godfrey  and  Cooke,  and  of 
"  Messrs.  Corbyn  and  Co.  uaderthe  circum- 
"  cumstances  of  a  wholesale  supply,  and 
"  18  months  credit,  without  risk,  would 
"  not  have  materially  differed  from  each 
"  other.  But  these  are  the  circumstances 
''  under  which  the  apothecary  general  has 
"  furnished  medicines,  &c.  to  the  army, 
"  and  these  prices  are  about  one  fifth  higher 
"  than  those  which  we  have  last  considered. 
"  — We  observe,  on  an  inspection  of  the 
"  medicine  bills  of  the  ordnance  and  trans- 
"  port  boards,  for  the  years  1804  and  1805, 
"  that  the  prices  of  some  of  the  more  valu- 
"  able  articles,  unlike  what  we  had  observ- 
"  ed  in  the  apothecary  general's  bi  Is,  vary 
"  frequently  in  the  course  of  the  same  year. 
"  This  circumstance,  at  the  same  time  that 
*'  it  proved  the  inefficiency  of  the  check  on 
**  his  prices,  made  it  difficult  for  us  tocom- 
"  pare  them  with  those  charges  to  the  two 
"  boards.  We  have  extracted  the  prices, 
"  however,  of  some  of  the  articles  most 
"  commonly  in  use,  from  his  bill  for  the 
"  month  of  July,  in  the  year  1805,  and  the 
•'  prices  for  the  same  kind  of  articles  charg 
"  ed  to  the  ordnance  board  by  Messrs.  Bush 
"  and  Howard,  and  to  the  transport  board 
"  by  the  apothecaries  company  in  the  same 
"  year  and  month,  and  we  h  ue  arranged 
*'  them  in  separate  columns,  Thisarrange- 
"  ment  shews,  that  the  prices  of  the  a;.)o- 
^'  thecary  general  da  not  .much  esceed  those 
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"  of  the  apothecaries  company;  but  that 
"  they  exceed  those  of  Messrs.  Busk  and 
"  Howard  nearly  sixty  per  cent,  h  must 
"  not  be  overlooked,  h(nvever,  that  the 
"  bills  of  the  npothacarjes  cornj^any  are  de- 
"  livered  in  quarterly  to  the  transport  board, 
"  and,  afte'  having  been  examined,  are 
"  paid  ky  yo  days  bills,  but  without  interest. 
"  Such  a  ditference  in  the  time  of  paymfcnt 
"  may  sufficiently  account,  perhaps,  for 
"  the  apothecary  general's  excess  of  charge 
"  beyond  the  apothecaries  company.  Ths 
"  ordnance  medicine  bills  are  also  made  out 
"  quarterly,  and,  after  being  ctrriified  by 
"  the  surgeon  general  belonging  to  tl'.at  de- 
"  partment,  are  sent  to  the  surveyor  gene- 
"  ral's  office,  and  are  discharged  in  cujrse, 
"■  In  this  case  too,  therefore,  an  addition 
"  ought  to  be  made  to  the  prices,  in  order 
"  to  make  a  correct  comparison  between 
"■  them  and  those  of  the  apotliecar)  gene- 
"  ral ;  but  this  addition  must  be  much  less 
"  than  sixty  per  cent. — The  result  of  this 
"  coarse  of  inquiry  would  shew,  if  the 
"  prices  of  the  apothecaries  company  are  to 
"  be  the  criterion  by  which  to  examine  tha 
"  apothecary  general's  bills,  that  the  prices 
"  which  have  been  allowed  him  are  not  very 
"  improper.  But  ought  these  prices  alone 
"  to  have  guided  those  whose  duty  it  has 
"  been  to  examine  his  accounts  ? — Had  the 
"  prices  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  trade 
"  been  also  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of 
"  checking  the  account,  it  would  have  ap- 
"  peared  that,  even  taking  into  considera- 
*'  tion  the  delay  of  payment,  ihe  prices  of 
"  the  apothecary  gene.al  have  exceeded, 
''  BY  ONE-FIFTH  AT  LEAST,  what 
*'  should  have  been  allowed  him. — Vv^e  have 
*'  already  noticed  that  the  subject  of  the 
"  supply  of  surgical  instruments  for  the 
"  use  of  the  army,  by  the  apothecary  gene- 
"  ral,  had  heretofore  been  under  the  con- 
"  sideration  of  the  lords  of  the  trea.sary, 
"  and  that  their  lordships  were  pleased  to 
"  approve  of  his  continuing  to  .supply  tiiese 
"  articles. — In  Mr.  Garnier's  representation 
"  to  their  lordships,  aftei  stating  the 
"  grounds  on  which  he  clai.med  the  right, 
"  under  his  patent,  to  supply  surgical  in- 
"  struments  (which  we  have  betbre  alluded 
*'  to),  he  insists  further,  '''  that  he  ha*  an 
"  "  eqn.il  right  to  be  paid  for  them  in  ihs 
"  "  same  manner  as  his  predecessors  h.ive 
"  "  been  paid,  that  is,  bv  chargii-.^'  tiie  i;:- 
"  "  struments  to  government  at  a  fa'r  uro' 
'^  "  lit,  as  between  trariesmnn  and  con- 
"  "  sumer,  and  not  by  a  nett  conm-ji.'i.sion 
"  "  on  the  first  cost  of  the  commodity," 
"  which  it  appears,  it  ha;l  been  proposed  to 
"  allow  him,  to  the  extent  of  10  per  cent. 
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"  jMr.  Gnrnier  added,  "  that  such  a  plan, 
"  "  it"  adopted,  would  have  been  attended 
"  "  with  considerable  loss  to  governme:U  ; 
<■'  "  for  th;U  then  the  instruments  must  have 
"  "  been  bought  on  the  same  credit  as  go- 
•'  "  vernmenl  took  of  him,  and  that  Savig- 
"  "  ny  and  Lvans  were  the  cnly  two  pcr- 
*^  "  sons  in  the  trade  competent  to  give 
"  "  credit  ;  and  he  alledges  that  these  per- 
*'  "  sons'  charg«  to  him  on  an  annual  credit, 
"  "  would  have  exceeded,  by  10  per  cent, 
*'  "  what  Mr.  Garnier  charged,  which,  ad- 
"  '•' ded  to  the  proposed  commission,  would 
"  "  have  made  a  real  loss  to  government  of 
•♦  "  20  per  cent."  Mr.  Garnicr  subjoined 
"  a  statement  of  what  he  then  (1/07) 
**  charged  for  each  set  of  instruments  cal- 
"  led  capitals,  and  what  would  have  been 
•'  the  charge  if  the  pUni  had  been  adopted. 
.•'  Jn  this  he  states,  that  his  charge  was 
'*  s€\7  17s  per  set ;  but  that,  if  bought  on 
♦'  an  annual  credit,  the  charge  to  him  would, 
"  be  c£lO  9^  to  which  adding  10  per  cent, 
*'  commission,  the  whole  j)rice  would  be 
"  s6'21  8s,  or  a  loss  to  government  of 
"  i£3  1  Is,  (i.  e.)  20  per  cent.— It  is  mani- 
"  fest,  on  a  view  of  this  statement,  that  it 
"  cannot  be  correct  ;  for  it  assumes  the 
*'  point  in  question,  and  proceeds  on  the 
•'  supposition  that  the  instruments  could  not 
"  have  been  procured  by  Mr.  Gamier  at 
"  fcss  than  10  per  cent,  above  the  price 
"  which,  even  under  the  circumstance  of 
*•  the  long  delay  in  payment,  was  charged 
"  by  nim  to  government.  That  which  we 
*'  are  about  to  state  will  shew  that  he  w  as 
"  altogether  mistaken  in  his  representation 
*'  on  this  point.  For  wc  have  examined 
"  Mr.  Evans,  one  of  the  tradesmen  to  whom 
"  Mr.  Gamier  alludes,  on  the  subject.  We 
''  selected  Mr.  Evans,  because  it  appeared 
"  that  hi-,  house  has  furnished  surgical  in- 
*'  struKients  to  the  navy  hospitals,  under 
"  the  orders  of  ttie  transport  board,  for  a 
"  considerable  number  of  years.  We  have 
"  confined  our  inquiries  relative  to  Mr. 
"  Ev;iiis's  prices  to  the  period  subsequent  to 
"  1S02,  becar.ss,  by  a  prior  regulation,  the 
'*  instruments  which  are  to  con^tilute  what 
"  are  called  full  sets  of  capitals,  and  port- 
«'  able  sets  of  capitals,  are  particuliiily  enu- 
*'  merated  ;  and  therefore,  when  Mr.  Evans 
*'  speaks  of  these  different  collections,  it  is 
•'  evident  that  he  speaks  of  the  same  as  arc 
"  charged  in  the  apotiiecary  general's  bills 
"  by  those  names.  In  these  bills  for  the 
••  years  180-1  and  1S05,  wc  find  that  the 
*•  charge  for  full  sets  is  always  7Uiict''cn 
"  pounds  vinetet'ii  shiUin^s  each,  and  tliir- 
•'  iicn  pounds  five  shilliui^s  ior  each  set  of 
"  portables.      During    this    peiiod,     JMr. 


"  Evans  has  charged  sixteen  pounds  sixteen 
"  s/iillings  for  the  first,  and  vine  pounds 
"  vine  s/iiiliTigs  {or  \h('.  second,  including  in 
"  both  the  price  of  the  cases.     These,  are 
*'  Mr.  Evans's  prices,  howe^-er,  when  these 
"  articles  were  sold  on   the   usual   credit ; 
"  and   therefore  it  may  be   remarked,  that 
"  they  can  be  no  fit  criterion  by  which   to 
"  judge  of  the  apothecary  general's  prices, 
"  for  that  he  was  seldom  paid  under  eighteen 
"  inonlhs,    and  sometimes   not    until    two 
"  yeani  after  the  supply.     To  meet  this  pb- 
"  jection,    Mr.   Evans    was    asked,    what 
'*'  would  hiive  been  his  prices  under  such  a 
"  circumstance  ?  But  adding  to  the  question 
"  at  the  same  time   (what  was  the    fact  in 
"  respect  of  the   apothecary   general),  that 
"  the  supply  of  surgical  instruments  in  each 
"  year   had  amounted,  on    an   average,  to 
"  seven  thousand  pounds,  with  no  ulliniatg 
"  risk  of    payment.       His  answer   shews, 
"  that   under   all   these   circumstances,    he 
"  would  not  only  not  have  addedto  the  prices 
"  before  named  by  him,  but  that  he  would 
"  have  deducted     from   the   total   amount 
"  "  certainly   not  less  than   5   per-cent.'' 
"^  This,  therefore,  ought  to  have  been  the 
"  principle  on  which  the  apothecary  general 
"  should  have   made  his  charges ;  for   it  is 
"  the  rule  of  charging  between  the  trades- 
"  man  and  the  consumer,  for  which  he  con- 
"  tends.     His  charge,  however,  for   a  full 
"  set  of  capitals,  is  about  It)  pcr-cent.  above 
"  Mr.  Ei<ans's,  and  40  pcr-ccnt.  above  Mr. 
''  Evans's  charge  for  a  set  vj  portables  :  and 
"  these   prices   have    been  allowed    (as    it 
"  should  seem   without   inquiry)   by   tboae 
"  whose  duty  it  was  to  check  the  charge. — 
"  We  have  learned  another  fact   from  Mr. 
"  Evans  deserving  of  attention,  also,  on  a 
"  view  of  the  prices  which  have  been  char- 
"  ged,  and  allowed,  in  the  apothecary   ge- 
"  neiai's   bills.      The    screw   tourniquet.^, 
"  fur  which  the  apothecary  general  always 
"  charges  twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  each, 
"  arc  sold  singly  by  Mr,  Evans  at  ten  shil- 
"  lings  and  sixpence,  and   under  a   sort   of 
"  contract  with   the   transport   board,    are 
"  supplied  by  him  to  the  navy  at  eight   shil- 
"  lings   each;     being  an    addiiion   to   Mr. 
"  Evans's  prices  of  above  50  per-cent.  by 
•'  the  .  pothecary  general,  as  a  compensation 
"  f(  r  an  extension  of  credit   of  15    or    13 
"  niouihs. — The  evidence   which   we  have 
"  thu.>>  produced  shews,  we  think,  a   very 
"  blameable  inattention  in  checking  the  apo- 
"  thecary  gencrai's   charges    in    respect    of 
"  surgical  iiistrumenls  ;  tor  the  slightest  in- 
"  quiries     would     have    enabled    those    to 
"  whose  consideration  the  prices    were   re- 
"  ferred,  to  have  ascertained  that  th«  char- 
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"  ges  were  extravagant. — ^I'he  total  charge 
"  for  instruments  from  the  beginning  of 
"  1796  to  the  end  of  1805^  or  for  1 1  years, 
"  amounts  to  .^'72,919.  43.  Bd.  or  nearly 
"  sSjOOO  per  annum  on  an  average.  When 
"  it  is  known  that  the  regimental  surgeons 
"  have  always  found  their  own  instruments, 
•'  the  propriety  of  directing  so  large  an  ad- 
"  ditional  supply  (or  the  use  of  the  army 
"  may  well  becjuestioned.  The  statemo'it, 
*'  which  we  shall  give  hereafter,  of  the  quan- 
"  tity  now  in  store,  will  evince,  we  think, 
"■  that  there  has  been  a  very  great  disregard 
"  to  the  public  interest  in  making  such  a 
"  prevision. — The  apothecary  general's  bills 
'^  for  1804  and  1305  include  large  charges 
"  for  sugar,  pearl  barley,  oatmeal,  paper, 
"  sheets,  bottles,  packing-cases,  &c,  Ma- 
*'  ny  of  these  articles  are  not  usually  pro- 
"  vided  by  apothecaries,  and  theretbre  it 
"  may  be  imagined,  that  neither  the  phy- 
"  sician  general  nor  surgeon  general  can  be 
*'  very  competent  to  judge  of  the  propriety 
"  of  the  prices  charged  for  them.  Had  they 
"  inquired,  however,  into  the  matter, 
*•  they  would  have  found,  perhaps  as  we 
"■  have  found,  that  even  admitting  an  extra 
*'  charge  on  account  of  the  delay  of  pay- 
"  ment,  the  prices  charged  are  improperly 
"  great. -~ We  have  conie  to  this  conclusion 
'*  from  an  examination  of  Messrs.  Trotters' 
"  charges  for  similar-  articles  supplied  to 
"  general  hospitals,  also,  in  those  years, 
"  and  from  the  returns  made  by  Messrs. 
"  Curtis  and  Clarke,  corn-factors,  and 
'^*  Messrs.  Harrisons,  bottle-merchants,  of 
*'  the  prices  which  similar  articles  in  their 
"  ditferent  trades  bore  during  the  same 
"  period.  It  must  be  observed,  that  in 
"  Messrs.  Trotters'  course  of  dealings  with 
"  government  they  have  been  used,  at 
"  least  during  180-1,  calculating  on  a 
^'  year's  credit  to  government,  to  charge 
"  about  20  per  cent,  on  the  money  price  of 
"  (he  articles  furnished  by  them;  yet  their 
"■  charge  for  hospital siieets  is  seven  shillings 
"  and  Jour  pt'nce,  at  the  time  that  the  apo- 
''  thecary  general's  c\r.wgQ\i  ten  shillings ; 
"  and,  when  the  apothecary  general  charges 
"■  eleven  pence  per  pound  fir  Muscovado  su- 
"  gar,  Messrs.  Trotters'  cliarge  only  eight 
"  pence  per  pound:  their  charge  for  corks 
"  is  two  shillings  and  four  pence  per  gross  ; 
"  the  apothecary  general's  six  shil'ings  ;  he 
"  charges  for  bottles  at  the  rate  of  00  shillings 
"  pergrossfor  quarts  ,and5&shiliings  per  gross 
"  for  pints,  at  the  time  when,  we  learn  from 
"  Messrs.  Harrisons,  the  lirst  were  sold  by 
"  them  at  40  shillings  per  gross,  and  the 
"  second  for  36  shillings  per  gross  on  a  cre- 
^'  elit  of  six  moQths^  and  with  a  discount, 
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for  money,  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence 
per  gross  ;  and  these  prices  we  understand 
to    have  been    the  current   prices  ot  the 
trade  for  the  last  four  years.     The  market 
"  price  for  oatmeal  in  1804,  as  is  to  be  seea 
"  in  the  returns,  fluctuated  betwtien  17  and 
"  23  shillings,  and  averaged  during  the  13 
"  months  nineteen  shillings  ;  and  for  Scotch 
"  barley,  between  fourteen  and  twenty-two 
"  shillings,  and  averaged  during  the  same 
"  period  eighteen  shillings ;  yet  the  tirst  ar- 
"  tide  is  charged  by  the  apothecary  general, 
"  throughout  the  year,  at  tw«niy-six  shil- 
"  lings  per  cwt,  and  the  second  at   ttventy- 
"  seven  shillings  per  cwt.     The  total  of  the 
"  charges   for   this   description  of   articles 
"  makes   comparatively    but   a   small   part, 
"  certainly,  of  the  certified  amount  of  the 
'■'  apothecary   general's  bills  )    yet    it   con- 
"   firms  our  opinion  of  the  inefficiency  of 
"  the  check  on  his  charges,  and  of  the  great 
"   loss  which  the  public  ha*  susUiined  from  a 
"  loose   observance    of   the   order  of    the 
"  tivasury  directing   the   physician  general 
"  and    surgeon   general,  in  considering  the 
'^  justness  of  l).is   prices,    to    pay  attention 
"  to   the   delay   of  payment  to  him." 

No'.v,  Sir,  unless  this  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  is  false ;  unless  they,  or 
the  persons  they  examined,  have  lied,  what 
you  assert,  respecting  the  amount  of  Mr. 
Garnier's  gains,  is  not  true,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  is  greatly  and  manifestly   wida  ot 

the  (ruth. 1  stated  Mr.  Garnier  to  pocket 

o(  the  public  money  12,000  and  some  odd 
pounds  a  year.  This  I  took  from  his  own 
amouiit  of  profits  for  the  last  three  years. 
You  deny  that  this  is  a  fair  way  of  calcu- 
lating ;  and,  you  -assert,  that  the  avriags 
of  his  gains  is  not  nearly  so^  great,  [f,  by 
an  average,  you  mean  the  average  upon  all 
the  74  years  that  the  patent  ai^d  monopoly 
have  been  in  the  family,  your  assertion  is, 
doubtless,  true ;  because  when  the  patent 
was  first  granted,  the  army  did  not,  in  all 
probability,  amount,  upon  a  run  of  years, 
to  thirty  thousand  men,  instead  of  thrte 
hundred  thousand  men,  as  it  now  dcej. 
But,  you  well  know,  that  I  could  have  n« 
such  average  in  contemplation  ;  you  must 
know,  that  what  I  meant  to  stata,  an^ 
what  I  did  state,  was  the  sum  he  now  re-, 
reives  and  clears  annually  ;  and.  in  uiakin| 
this  statement,  how  could  i  act  fairer,  ihaa 
to  take  the  average  of  the  three  last  year, 
all  the  years  oi  whicli  I,  or  the  parliament, 
posses^ed  an  authentic  and  acknowledged 
amount  of  profits  ? 

You  tell  me,  Sir,  that  Mr.  Gamier  is 
to  be  looked  upon  merely  as  a  merchant  ; 
as  a  wholtisalt;  dealer.      Yul;  m:.;ke  him  cast 
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his  skin,  as  a  "gentleman  of  literal  edu- 
"  c.-'.i'in  and  generous  habits/'  and  place 
Liui  bu-'oitf  me  as  a  mere  trarfcr  ;  a  mere 
wholesale  apot'iecary  ;  a  worker  of  ihe 
pestle  aud  mortar ;  a  downri^lil  tradesman 
nd  ah:  ;>-kr«T;-pr. 
'■   lio  .  i'\,  your  fust's  tt  country 'Squiie  ; 

"  Yt  L;  :<i'icsni.in,  mrck  am!  much  a  lii'.r."' 

"  do  not  iii.pute  t!-.e  bller  i;'.ui!ity  (o  Mr. 
Gamier  ;  but,  I  think,  it  will  ajjpear  to 
tlic  rcrider,  that  li.e  Commissioner),  do 
really  ciiarge  hirn  with  having,  for  his  own 
interest  sake,  stated,  in  a  most  forrnal 
DTnner,  iciial  icns  not  true.  But,  Sir, 
r.K.'.ing  Mr,  G;irnier  s  tradesman  will  not 
answc"  your  paipose,  ur/iess  you  could 
show,  that  he  had  no  nmnopoly  ;  unless  yon 
could  show,  that  he  ran  a  lair  race  \\ilh 
other  tradesmen  ;  unless  you  could  remove 
the  fact,  proved  hciorc:.  the  Commissioners, 
that  he  sold  iiis  goods  to  the  public  at  a 
niix-h  higher  price  than  those  goods  might 
have  been  supplied  from  other   tradesmen's 

!>liv>pS. 

1  stated  thit  Jlr.  G.irnier  porJnicd 
sSl'Ji,(yjO  a  year  o/  thr  piill'u.  money,  icith- 
out  reruL-iiiJg  any  services  whatever  in  re- 
turn. Tl'.is  is  my  statement.  You  call 
these  0^12,000  profits  ;  and  tell  me,  that 
I  may  as  well  charge  any  merchant  with 
pocketing  the  public  money  to  the  amount 
of  the  annual  prolits  of  his  concerns  ;  the 
fallacy   of  which,     the    miseiable  sophistry 

of  which,  we  shall  see  in  a  moment, In 

the  iirst  place,  the  merchant,  properly  so 
called  (and  when  pro'prrly  so  called  no  cha- 
racter is  more  respectable  ;)  the  merchant 
h.'.s  no  monopoly  ;  there  are  no  part  of  t!ie 
public  fools  enough  lo  have  entered  into  a 
ijond  to  deal  wiili  nobody  but  him  for  mer- 
chandize. The  merchant  has  to  look  for 
cnst(,meri*  ;  he  has  a  competition  to  cantcnd 
with  ;  and,  there  is,  all  through,  a  rigorous 
i /i^z/jV?/ into  ihc  quantity  and  quality  of  his 
goods.  All  the:ic  circumstances  are  wanting 
to  make  the  case  of  Mr.  Garnierlike  that  of 
the  merchant. 

Now,  then,  as  to  the  sum  whicli  T^Ir. 
Garnier  annually /x^c^c^^.  without  any  itr- 
vices  rendered  ;o  the  suifering  public  in  re- 
turn. And  here,  ""ir,  we  will  take  the 
average  of  the  last  13  years  :  his  average 
charge  against  the  public  has  been  a^'0"7,34O. 
Upon  which  the  coiiin)issioners  state, 
that  he  has  charged  one-J'.J'lh  of  the  gross 
amount  more  tliau  other  tradesmen,  in 
llie  same  line,  would,  under  circumstan- 
ces exactly  similar,  have  charged  the  pub- 
lic. Coasequemly  he  has  leceived  all  the 
profits  that  he  ought,  as  a  tradesman,  to 
have  bad;     and   has,  lje.\ides  those  prcjlts, 


received  this  one-fifth  clear  into  his  pocket. 
Now,  divide  07,340  by  5,  and  \  ou  will  see, 
that,  over  and  above  his  j>rofi(s  ns  a  iTades- 
(nan,  supplying  so  snre  a  customer,  he  has, 
of  the  public  money,  for  the  last    thirteen 
years,  pocketled    13.-168  j)ounds  a  year,  for 
whiih  he  has  never  rendered  the  public  any 
service,    in  any  way  whatever.     Either,  Sir, 
this  statement  is  true,  or  the  Report,  signed 
by  the  seven  Commissioner.-.,  and  laid  before 
parhament,   is  false.     Yet,  Sir,  he,  notwith- 
standing his  "  liberal  education  and  generous 
hiibits,"      condescends    to   receive,     besides 
this  immense  sum,  ten  shillings  a  day,  as  an 
officer  iiljnii  the  stnjfi  of  the  army  ;  yes,  as  a 
staff  officer,    thoueh   you  yourself    declare 
him  to  be  puteli/  a  gentleman,  and  quite  in- 
capable of  any  official  attendance  of  any  sort. 
Sir,  you  would  fun  have  it  believed,  that 
Mr.  Garnier  cares  little  about  the   preserva- 
tion of  his  patent.     Jf  this  were  the  case, 
and  if  his  profits  were  no  greater  than  what 
they  ought  to  be,  would  he  not  have  resign- 
ed ihe  patent  long  ago,  and,  if  he  had  chosen 
to  continue  in  the  trade,  have  met  the  com- 
petition of  other  tradesmen  ?     But,  Sir,  not 
only  is  the  jiresumptive  evidence  against  this 
assertion  of  Mr.  Garnier's  disinterestedness, 
we  have  positive  proof  of  his  rigid  adherence 
to  the  privileges  granted  in  his  patent.     In 
the  year  i/y/,  at  the  end  of  63  years  enjoy- 
ment of  this  lucrative  monopoly,  it  was  pro- 
posed, or  hinted   at,  that  the  supply  of  sur- 
gical in'itrii mints  had  better  be  taken  out  of 
his  hands  ;   whereupon  he  wrote  a  letter,  as- 
serting his  ^rit'//V«y  to  the   exclusive  supply 
of  those   instruments;  stating   certain   fact* 
as  to  the   comparative  cheapness  of  his  arti- 
cles, which  statement  the  Commissioners  have 
proved   to  le  untrue;    and,  concluding    his 
letter,  with  saying",  that  he  **  humbly  hopes 
that  he  shall  be  permitted  still  to  supply  the 
said  articles."     Docs    this.    Sir,  discover   a 
carelessness    about  the   gains    arising   from 
the    patent  ?     The   agent,    Clarke,    swore, 
that  Mr.  Garnier   never   meddled  with  any 
part  of  llie  business;   but,  you  .see,  he  could 
meddle,  when  the  object  was  to  preserve  a 
small  part  of  .the  mcinopoly  that  appeared  to 
be  in  danger.     Is  this  the  mark  of  "  a  libc- 
"  ral  education  and  of  generous  habits  ?  " 

It  is  stated  in  yuur  letter.  Sir,  that  o/ie 
/»«//'  of  tlie  gains  are  given  iip,  by  Mr.  Gar- 
nier, to  his  agents.  But,  what  is  that  to  the 
public  ?  The  reason  for  ihis  participation  is 
manifest  enough.  "  Snacks "  is  the  old 
word  ;  without  snacks,  in  such  a  case,  Mr. 
Gamier  could  not  possibly  carry  the  thing 
on  ;  is  it  not  upon  this  principle  of  snacks 
that  all  the  extortions  en  the  public  are  prac- 
tised ;  and,  without  snacks,  wonld  the  pub- 
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lie  trensnre  be,  in  sny  case,  wasted  ;is  it  is, 
and  the  t;'.\c:>  increased  to  tlie  present  insup- 
portable weight  ? 

In  a  lettei,  fronn  yon.  Sir,  I  should  not 
have  expected  the  assertion,  that  any  thing 
granted  by  o.Ueiit  was  as  sacred  as  a  man's 
freehold  estate,  much  less  should  I  have  ex- 
pectfd  to  see  vou  apply  this  similitude  to  the 
grant  in  question,  the  very  nature  of  which 
has  been  changed  by  the  lapse  of  time  and 
the  change  of  circuaisfances.  The  grant  to 
Mr.  Garnierwas  m;ids  intheyear  1747.  It  is 
notorious,  that,  at  t!at  time,  itcoukl  not  be  m 
the  conteaipLition  cjf  any  one,  that  the  army 
would,  even  in  time  of  ordinary  war,  exceed 
forty  thousand  men.  Time  and  circum- 
stances h:ive  quite  changed  the  effect  of  tlie 
grant,  and,  would  not  any  man,  who  had 
imbibed  high  aiid  generous  feelings  from  a 
"  liheral  education,"  have  been  contented 
v/ith  the  grant  as  it  wa"?  at  first  intended  ? 
Instead  of  which,  Mr.  Gamier  has  not  only 
grasped  at  the  whole  of  the  profits  arising 
from  this  change,  but  has  also  procured  him 
self  to  be  placed  as  an  officer  upon  the  staff 
of  the  army,  at  the  pay  of  ten  shillings  a  day. 
Freehold  estate,  indeed  !  Oh  what  a  proof  of 
the  humbled,  the  debased  state,  of  this 
once-high-spirited  nation  !  From  no  other 
idea  than  from  that  of  the  people  being  lost 
to  all  sense  of  injury  and  of  insult  could 
such  an  assertion  have  been  made,  Suppose 
the  king  were  advised  to  grant,  by  way  of 
patent,  pensions  to  the  amount  of  all  the 
taxes  now  raised,  and  of  that  of  all  the  in- 
comes of  all  the  people  in  the  country,  those 
of  the  patentees  excepted.  Would  you  still 
assert  that  these  patents  were  as  sacred  as  the 
deeds  of  freehold  estates  ?  Would  you  still 
say,  that  the  nation  would  be  bound  by  such 
patents,  and  that  to  object  to  the  continuance 
of  such  abominable  extortion,  would  be  to 
discover  a  spirit  ho'stile  to  the  constitution  of 
England  ?  Sir,  this  nation  has  so  long- 
tamely  submitted  to  insult  from  those  who 
wallow  in  luxury  upon  the  fruit  of  its  la- 
bour, that  1  shall  not  say,  that  any  thing 
will  rouze  it  to  a  proper  expression  of  its 
indignation  ;  but,  if  any  thing  can  so  rouze 
it ;  if  it  be  not  doomed  to  the  vilest  slavery 
that  ever  disgraced  mankind,  language  and 
sentiments  such  as  you,  upon  this  occasion, 
have  made  use  of,  must  have  that  desirable 
ctfect. 

You,  by  way  of  a  closing  argument,  in- 
fer, that  because  "  His  Majesty's  present 
"  ministers,"  whom  you  fail  not  to  com- 
pliment, as  being  very  attentive  to  the  pub- 
lic interest ;  that,  because  they  have,  not- 
withstanding the  exposure  made  by  the 
Commissioners,  detei  mined   to   permit   (a.^ 


yna  inform  me)  Mr.  Garnier  to  go  on  in  hi« 
old  way;  hence  you  infer,  and  appear  to 
suppose  that  I  shall  agree,  that  the  army 
co-aid  not  be  supplied  upon  better  terms. 
Wliy,  Sir,  the  same  argument  would  appljr 
to  the  ten  shil/inirs  a  day  to  Mr.  Garnier, 
as  an  ofHcer  upon  the  staff  of  the  army  ;  it 
would  apply  to  the  cjueslion  of  surgical  in- 
struments, in. which  the  Commisioners  have 
proved,  that  the  then  ministry  (the  Pitig 
and  the  Roses  and  the  Longs)  were  grossly 
negligent  of  their  duty  j  it  would  apply  to 
all  possible  ca^cs ;  it  would  apply  to  the 
que^ition  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Convcnuon-makiug  generals ;  it  is,  in  shorj^ 
saying  to  tlie  p'-'ople  :  "  the  ministers  think 
"  the  thing  right,  and,  therefore,  right  it 
"  must  De,"  Rut,  Sir,  I  can  suggest  mo- 
tives, other  than  that  of  the  public  good, 
which  might  k;ad  to  this  decision  of  the  mi- 
nistry in  favour  of  Mr.  Garnier.  No  small 
part  of  the  ministry  are  themselves  patent 
ptacemen  ;  and  those  who  are  not  so  them* 
selves  have  children,  or  other  relations,  who 
are.  To  have  trenched  upon  Mr  Garnier's 
patent ;  to  have  bound  him  down  to  fair 
p''otils,  rriight  have  led  to  an  inquiry  into  the 
origin  of  theirs,  and  uito  the  amount  of  the 
fees,  or  other  emoluments,  attached  to  them. 
Mr.  Garnier  can  plead  no  previous  services, 
rendered  either  by  himself  or  his  father,  as 
the  foundation  of  his  grant ;  nor  can  any  of 
the  ministry,  for  any  of  the  patents,  which 
they  and  their  relations  hold.  This,  Sir, 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  much  betier  reason 
for  the  indulgence  they  have  '-hown  towards 
their  brother  patentee,  than  the  one  which 
you  havs  given,  and  which  you  really  appear 
to  have  expected  to  prove  satisfactory  to  my 
readers. 

I  think  I  have  now,'  Sir,  made  good  my 
statement,  and  have  even  shown,  that  that 
siatement  was  far  within  bounds,  instead  ot 
being,  as  you  describe  it,  a  gross  exaggera- 
tion, A.  similar  fate  attends  the  indiscreet 
friends  of  the  DUKE  OF  YORK,  whom 
I  shall  prove  to  be  in  the  receipt  of  a  greater 
income,  arirjing  from  the  taxes,  than  was 
stated  by  me  at  the  Wincliester  meeting. 
Those  indiscreet  friends  have  affected  to  im- 
pute ignorance  to  me  ;  but,  1  shall  prove 
upon  them,  ignorance  or  falsehood  as  gross 
as  ever  yet  aiade  its  way  into  print. 

Of  much  greater  importance  to  as  is  this 
subject  of  a  waste  of  the  means  of  the 
nation,  than  are  all  the  politics  and  wars  of 
the  continent  of  Europe,  or  of  the  whole 
foreign  world ;  for,  what  is  it  to  us,  who 
gains  or  who  loses,  who  is  set  up  or  who 
pulled  down  in  Spain  or  elsewhere,  if  we 
are  to  be  slaves ;  and^  it  must  be  evi':ient  t» 
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^ny  man  of  common  discernment,  that  men 
Tvlio  have  nothing  to  call  iheir  own,  are,  in 
fact    (whatever   they   ir.ay  be  ca'i ltd)  slaves. 
In   the  East   Indies,  the  cultivators  of  the 
b:Kl  have  all  the  produce  taken  frotn  then, 
except  just  enough  to  keep  them  fiom  actu- 
ally perishing.  When  the  harvest  approaches 
to  ripeness,  troops  are  set  round  the  fields  to 
prevent    the   husbandmsn    from   svi:igglv:i; 
away  any  part  of  thp  fruit  of  his  labour.    Ail 
is  seized   on  l>y  the  accur.ied    A u mils,  or 
renters  of  taxes  ;  and  a   miserable  pittance 
handed  back  to  the  cultivator   for  his  bare 
subsistence.  This  is  slavery  the  most  abject  j 
ten   thousand   times  worse  than  that  experi- 
enced  in  Algiers.     To  this  pitch  ive,  thank 
God,  are  not  come  ;  and,  it  is  our  duty,  a 
duty  we  owe  to  the  memory  of  our  fathers,  | 
as  well  as  to  ourselves  and  our  children,  to  . 
take  care  that  to  this  pitch  we  do  not  come. 
In  all  our    thoughts  and  deliberations,  this 
ought  to  be  the  first  object.     When,  as  in 
th-  appronchh'g  cleclion  for  this  county,  we 
have  3D  opportunity  of  Choosing  a  person  to 
defend  our  rights,  we   should   first  of    all 
consider,    whether    he   be,    or  will    be,    a 
■c.aichful  and  faithful  guardian  of  the  fruits 
of  our  labour  ;  or,  whether   he  be  a  man 
Jikely  to  avail  himself  of  his  power,  not  to 
defend  us,    but   to   enrich   himself   at  our 
expence.     No  matter  what  party  he  belongs 
to,  or  has  belonged  to.     This  is  a  question 
beneath   our   notice.     We    must  resolve  to 
brenk  through  these  trammels,  or  we  shall 
continue  to  be  the  sport  of  designing  knaves, 
who  have  so  long  succeeded  in  persuading 
the  people,  that  to  be  lonsistent  they  must 
continue  their  support  of  whatever  inan  they 
bave  once  been  led  to   support,  though  all 
the  circumstanres  may   have  changed,  and 
though  that  same  man  may  have  falsified  all 
Lis   professions  and  promises.     The  occur- 
rences at  the  last  meeting  gave  me  a  proof, 
that  the  spirit  of  the  country  is  dormanc,  but 
not   dead;  and,  though    1  know  well   how 
mighty  corrupt  infkience  is,  in  this  county 
in  particular,  I  am  persuad -d,  tFiat,  in  spite 
of  the  whole  power  of  that  influence,  any 
gentleman   of   known    fortune,    of  known 
good  moral  character,  would  succeed  to  the 
vacant  seat,  if  he  came  unpropped  and  un- 
polluted by  party,  and  stood  upon  the  firm 
ground  of  the  Constitution.    Fur  such  a  man, 
every  man,  whose  vote  was  woith  having, 
woidd    vote ;    and,     tliat   freeholder,    who 
would  vote  for  any   other  sort  of  candidate, 
must  be  either  destitute  of  sen.^e  or  of  prm- 
ciple.*— — I   am,    Sir,   your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Wm.  Cobbett. 
Batley,  \6lk  Nov.  1809. 
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N.  B.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me,  that, 
if  Major  Hogan  would  advertise  the  Xum,' 
l-ers  of  thft  four  Bank  notes,  they  could  be 
easily  traced  to  their  late  possessors  ;  and,  as 
his  not  having  done  Uii-,  is,  by  many  intel- 
ligent and  rc-.-.pectablo.  ;■  rsons,  regarded  as 
ju.st  ground  of  doubt  v  ith  respect  to  the 
truth  of  the  history  connected  with  thoie 
notes,  I  confess,  that  I  should  be  much 
pleased  to  see  it  done. 


Mr.  Poultek's  Letter. 

Meo:)itoke,  A'ov.  10,  1808. 
Sir, — My  immediate  view  in  thus  ad' 
dressing  you  is,  through  your  favour  and 
candour,  to  correct  some  of  the  errors  re- 
specting my  part  in  the  late  Hampshire 
County  Meeting,  which  have  been  copied 
in  )T3ur  journal,  as  well  as  in  most  of  the 
newspapers,  from  the  report  taken  by 
others,  of  whoce  partiality  I  shall  bereaf  er 
speak. — First,  with  regard  to  what  I  said  of 
Mr.  Garnier,  whom  I  am  erroneously  staled 
to  have  termed,  my  relation,  I  desire  to  re- 
peat my  words  which  were  these,  '•  I  re- 
"  frained  from  speaking  to  order  before, 
"  because  it  concerned  the  case  of  a  per- 
"  son,  with  whom  if  I  may  not  call  myself 
''  connected,  yet  to  whom  f  feel  myself  so 
"  strongly  attached  that  I  might  appear,  as 
"  I  am,  partial  to  a  character  which  how- 
**■  ever  I  admire,  I  leave  to  speak  for  it,  elf 
"  to  all  who  know  him." — I  have  to  add, 
in  answer  to  your  subsequent  journal,  that 
I  ara  now  desirous  of  speaking  for  him,  to 
all  u'ho  know  him  ?iot ;  to  which  latter  de- 
scription I  think  you  belong.  You  therein 
state  your  object  at  the  meeting  to  bave 
been,  to  give  his  friends  anopportunity  to 
ans\-er  you — a  fair  object  I  admit,  and 
give  ycu  credit  for  its  being  so  intended  by 
yrru  ;  but  contend  that  it  was  wholly  un- 
attainable in  the  raanner.proposcd,  because 
no  such  opportunity  was  thereby  given  j 
for  all  discussion  of  the  case  was  so  abso- 
lutely inadmissible,  that  had  f,  or  any  other 
person,  as  well  inclin-cd  and  better  eu3ble4 
to  do  it  justice,  attempted  it,  his  discussion 
of  it  must  have  been  prevented  in  the  same 
way,  and  for  the  sanje  reason,  that  yo'ir 
introduction  of  it  was  iDterr\ipted,  as  being 
entirely  out  of  order  3  and  herein  J  com- 
plain of  your  introducing  3  case,  in  tha 
nature  of  «  charge,  at  a  place  and  time 
where  and  whew  it  could  not  be  diseu'is.pd  in 
defence  ;  thereby  leaving  a  reflection,  wfcicb, 
however  falie,  could  not  be  then  removed. 
Since  your  journal  does  now  afford  that  op- 
portunity of  answer,  which  your  speech, 
however  so  int'^nded  by  you,  did  not,  I 
trust  you  are  now  as  ready  to  give  it  bj 
your  insertion  as  I  am  to  take  Tt  by  my  svg- 
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gcstion  of  the  following  answer. — Though 
your  subsequent  information,  and  admis- 
sion, in  part  anticipates  my  objections  to 
your  previous  reflections,  yet  your  conti- 
nued arguments  and  assertions,  and  still 
more  the  public  impression,  which  being 
once  made  by  you  requires  being  removed 
by  me,  make  me  persist  in  this  necessary 
communication  to  you  and  them.— If,  as 
you  argue,  Mr,  Garnier's  situation  has  a 
natural  tendency  to  his  general  dependence 
gnd  to  his  patticular  atiuchment  to  war,  he 
has  the  more  exiraordinary  merit  for  being, 
as  you  partly  admit,  and  as  he  whoUy  1s,  in 
effect,  free  from  both  those  natural  failings, 
for  which  you  allow  he  has  sufficient  cause, 
end  therefore  excuse  ;  of  which,  however, 
he  need  not  avail  himself,  for  it  is  notorious 
tp  those  who  know  him,  that  of  all  men 
you  could  have  singled  out,  he  is  the  most 
gore  and  tender  on  the  subject  of  war ;  the 
very  name  and  nature  of  which  he  loath? 
and  abhors,  both  from  his  general  feelings 
of  humanity,  and  his  particular  sufferances 
pf  calamity  under  it.  For  you  and  the  pub- 
lic are  to  learn,  that  in  all  honourable  and 
sensible  estimation  of  loss  and  gain,  such  as 
would  never  be  denied  to  any  indifferent 
person,  much  less  to  hiiTi,  he  is  on  a  ba- 
lance of  feeling  and  fortune  an  infinitel/ 
greater  loser  than  gainer  by  the  war,  which 
neither  you  nor  they  will  be  surprised  to 
hear  when  I  inform  you,  that  he  has  lost  four 
^ons,  in  the  service  of  his  country  ly  the 
ivar,  and  most  happily  would  he  repay  the 
money  he  has  gained,  could  you  restore  the 
blood  he  has  lost ;  for  of  all  men,  he  is  the 
last,  who  from  his  liberal  education,  gene- 
rous habits,  and  parental  feelings,  would 
barter  affections  for  interests.  These  may 
be  called  ray  speculative  inferences  from  his 
supposed  feelings,  though  even  in  that 
view  1  cannot  think  them  overstrained  ;  but 
the  facts  themselves  confirm  my  snpposi' 
tions,  for  in  the  first  place,  so  far  is  he  from 
being  actually  a  particular  approver  of  the 
war,  or  even  a  general  supporter  of  govern- 
ment, that  nothing  has  ever  induced  him, 
or  if  I  can  judge  from  what  he  has  said  or 
done  on  that  subject,  ever  will  induce  him, 
to  support  the  war  by  any  thought,  word, 
or  deed.  In  the  next  place,  so  far  is  he  from 
Jiaving  been  an  uniform  supporter  of  govern- 
ment, as  you  suppose,  that  he  has  frequen'. 
ly  been  in  opposition  to  it.  As  a  common 
case  in  point,  which  is  better  than  any  other 
single  instance  I  could  give,  I  adduce,  his 
long  and  constant  support  of  Mr.  JiMvoise 
during  his  continued  opposition  to  several 
different  administrations  3 — so  much  for 
Mr.   G's.  actual    mdependence  oi  conduct. 


-Mr.  Poulter's  Letter.  fS'^^ 

In  proof  of  his  virtual  independence  of  si- 
tuation, I  produce  the  following  statement 
of  his  case. — Mr.  Garnier's  Patent  Place, 
of  apothecary  general  to  the  army,  was* 
granted  to  him  in  reversion,  during  che  life 
of  his  father,  who  had  a  former  grant, 
dated  March  1735;  Mr.  Garnier's  patent 
bears  date  the  iQih  of  January  1747,  the 
year  in  which  he  was  at  Eton  School,  from 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Triniiy  College, 
Cambridge.  It  therefore  appears  that  this 
pate'.it  has  been  in  the  family  7-*  years, 
during  v/hich  time,  the  business  has  beeri 
transacted  by  deputy. — There  is  no  salary 
annexed  to  the  othce,  but  the  patent  officer 
is  considered  as  belonging  to  the  staff  of  the 
army,  and  receives  ten  shillings  a  day. — 
No  other  profit  or  perquisite  is  derived  from 
the  public  treasury. — Mr.  Garnier's  emolu- 
ments arise  wholly  from  the  contingent  pro- 
fits to  which  any  commercial  man  is  en- 
titled who  trades  with  a  large  capital. — It  is 
necessary  to  undeceive  you  and  the  public, 
by  stating,  Mr.  Garnier  does  not  receive 
twelve  thousand  a  year,  out  of  the  public 
money  :  give  me  leave  therefore  to  explain 
his  particular  situation,  from  which,  1  am 
persuaded,  you  will  agree  with  me,  in  think- 
ing, he  is  not  overpaid,  for  the  great  risk, 
and  responsibility,  which  has  frequently 
been  to  the  amount  of  ^150,CjOO  a  year., 
Mr.  G.  is,  by  his  patent,  to  furnish  the 
whole  British  army  with  drugs  and  medical 
stores;  and  must  always  be  prepared  to 
meet  the  demands  of  an  immense  army,  at 
any  moment ;  he  is  bound  to  keep  a  great 
stock  of  articles  solely  for  the  service  of  the 
army. — Mr.  Garnier's  profits  and  perquisites, 
you  state  to  amount  to  ^12,000  a  year  j 
this  estimate  you  have  taken  from  the  pro- 
fits of  the  three  last  years  only,  and  I  con- 
ceive, you  give  a  l^ilse  impressioa  of  tlie 
place,  when  you  assert  the  apothecary  gene- 
ral receives  that  sum  annually  ;  whereas  the 
general  average  ^\ouid  not  amount  to  one- 
fourth  of  that  sum. — Mr.  Garnier,  who  is 
incapable  of  managing  any  part  of  this 
great  concern,  employs  agents  to  carry  on 
the  medical  ti-ade  ;  and  the  better  to  ensure 
the  faithful  discbarge  of  the  duties  of  the 
place,  he  has  always  given  up  one  half  of 
his  own  profits,  (whatever  they  might  be,) 
as  a  remuneration  to  them  ;  as  also  to  se- 
cure justice  being  done  to  the  country. — 
This,  then,  reduces  Mr.  Garnier's  personal 
profit  to  one  half  of  your  statement,  and 
with  it,  the  degree  of  inflaence  and  com- 
mand, which  you  seen\  to  think  aie  always 
in  proportion  to  a  man's  income. — The  fjct 
is,  Mr,  Garnier's  patent  place,  is  as  nuich 
his  freehold,  as   Lis  estate  at  .Wickham ;  oi 
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n-ither  the  on?  nor  the  other  can  he  be  dis- 
possessed ;  he  is  at  full  liberty  to  take  any 
political  part  he  pleases,  his  judgment,  not 
his  interest,  directing  him  in  his  choice, — 
In  fairness  to  the  present  government,  it 
should  be  mentioned,  that  they  have  not 
been  indifterent  to  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  hnve  maturely  weighed  the  pro- 
priety of  giving  Mr.  Gamier  a  compensation 
ibr  the  purchase  of  his  patent,  (which  he 
^•as,  and  is,  ready  to  relinquish  on  any  fair 
terms)  ;  but  aflor  due  investigation,  it  ap- 
pe;ired,  that  the  army  could  not  be  better, 
or  more  reasonably  supplied,  than  under  the 
present  arrangeir)ent  ;  as  the  charges  made 
by  the  apothecary  general  to  the  army  are 
less  than  those  ef  the  Apothecaries  Com- 
pany to  the  Navy. — Mr.  Garnier's  emolu- 
ments depend  wholly  upon  the  success  at- 
tending wholesale  purchases,  and  retail 
prices  :  he  has  oflen  a  great  profit  on  some 
article*!;  so  has  every  merchant  in  every 
branch  of  trade  ;  and  the  merchants  may 
with  as  much  proptiL'ty,  be  said  to  be  drains 
on  the  public  purse,  as  that  Mr.  G.  is  in 
the  receipt  of  a  large  income  from  public 
taxes  — Yc;u  will  now  see,  Mr.  G.  dsrives  no 
advantage  from  imy  support  he  may  give  the 
present  government  ;  that  he  has  repeatedly 
opposed  administration  ;  that  he  does  not  re- 
ceive from  the  ta.xes  <5£'l2,0O0  a  year,  during 
the  war  ;  that  by  agreement  with  his  depu- 
ties, he  divides  the  profits  with  ihem  ;  that 
though  not  proles-iionally  employed,  he  is 
responsible  often,  to  an  immense  amount, 
advancing  money  from  his  privaie  fortune  to 
discharge  the  debts  of  the  public  ;  and  that 
he  never  was  an  enemy  to  peace. — On  the 
•whole,  I  am  entitled  to  conclude,  that  in 
this  case  no  blame  attaches  to  the  adminis- 
tation,  no  corrupt  motives  to  Mr.  Garnier, 
and  no  injury  in  effect  to  the  public. — The 
above  being  the  first  part  of  my  proposed 
communication,  which  1  have  first  sent, 
from  being  (jf  a  personal  nafuie,  I  postpone 
the  second  part,  being  of  general  relation 
only,  to  the  proceedings  and  report  in  ques- 
tion, and  remain.  Sir,  your  veiy  faithful 
servant, — Edmund  Foulter. 

Essex  Meeting. 
Sir, — I  thank  you  lor  the  handsome  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  introduced  my  name 
in  your  Register  of  tlie  S'id.  inst.  I  certainly 
have  been  active  in  advising  the  freeholders 
to  attend  the  county  meeting  at  Chelmsford 
on  Friday  last :  but  I  do  r.ot  plead  guilty  to  a 
charge  brought  against  me,  at  the  said  meet- 
ing, of  having  canvassed  the  county  for  that 
purpose.  My  solicitations  were  confined  to 
the  attending  the  meeting  and  hearing  the 
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arguments  for  and  against  the  Address.  But 
rt  so  turned  out,  that  neither  arguments  nor 
numbers  were  of  any  avail.  The  sheritF 
thought  proper  to  decide  against  us,  and  to 
give  us  reason  to  complain  ;  1st.  That  he  put 
the  question  of  adjournment,  before  seyeral 
gentlemen  who  signed  the  requisition  had 
spoken,  though  they  were  very  desirous  to 
deliver  their  opinion;  '2d.  That  he  refused  to 
order  a  shew  of  hands,  but  directed  those 
who  were  for  the  adjournment  to  go  to  the 
left  and  those  against  it  to  the  right ;  3d. 
That  he  did  not  put  himself  in  a  situation 
where  he  could  see  the  numbers,  but  decided 
precipitately,  before  the  freeholders  conld 
place  themselves  as  he  directed);  4th,  That 
he  declared  the  majority  to  be  in  favour  of 
the  adjournment  when  it  was  clearly  appa- 
rent to  impartial  observers  who  were  in  a 
situation  to  see,  that  the  majority  was  against 
the  adjournment ;  5th.  That  being  applied  to 
by  several  gentlemen  to  correct  his  mistake 
by  taking  the  numbers  with  more  exactness, 
he  hastily  ordered  his  carriage,  which  had 
been  waiting  for  him,  to  drive  on,  A  con- 
siderable number  of  freeholders  met  and 
requested  the  gentlemen  who  signed  the  re- 
quisition to  protest  against  these  proceedings 
of  the  sheriff.  They  have  protested,  and  de- 
manded another  meeting,  but  have  met  with 
a  refusal :  in  consequence  of  which  they 
meet  on  Tuesday  next  to  consider  what 
further  steps  they  should  take  on  this  fixtra- 
ordinary  occasion. — I  agree  with  you.  Sir, 
concerning  the  county  of  Essex.  It  has 
ccirtainly  been  a  nullity  in  its  representatioa 
for  the  last  thirty  years  :  and  if  m.^jorities 
are  to  be  construed  into  minorities,  it  is  likely 
to  be  also  a  nullity  in  exercising  its  con- 
stitutional right  of  addressing  his  majesty 
on  the  subject  of  the  most  ignominious  treaty 
that  ever  disgraced  the  page  of  history. — 
I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, — Monta- 
gue BuRGOYNE. — Mark  Hall,  3\st  Oct. 
1808. 

Spanish  Revolution. 
Sir  ; — I  have  read  with  no  inconsiderable 
degree  of  surprise,  your  observations  upon 
the  Spanish  revolution,  in  the  Political  Re- 
gister, of  the  13lh  of  August  current. 
From  some  of  your  former  writings  on  that 
remarkable  event,  I  had  concluded,  that 
you  were  zealously  interested  in  the  cause  of 
the  Spanish  pati  icts  ;  it  is  therefore  with  as- 
tonishment that  I  find  you  deprecating  in 
such  strong  terms,  the  favourite  object  of 
the  Spanish  people,  to  place  Ferdinand  upon 
the  throne,  and  declaring  your  opinion,  that 
should  that  object  succeed,  it  will  do  harm 
to  every  nation  in  Europe,  and   particularly 


•351 

to  this  nation.     In  expressing  this  opinion, 
you  have  not  even  the  merit  of  consistency  ; 
a  quality  essentially  requisite  in  every  jour- 
nalist, who  would  preserve    his  credit  wilh 
the  public,  and  particularly  so,  in   the   au- 
thor  of  the    Political    Register,   which    has 
obtained  so   extensive  a  circulation,  and  is 
known  to  possess  so  much  influence  over  the 
public  mind.— When  intelligence  of  the  in- 
surrections in  Spain  first  reached  this  coun- 
try, you  listened  to  it   with   an  incredulous 
ear  J  the  news  you  thought  was  too  good  to 
be  true,  and  that  the  people  of  Spain  were 
too  deeply  sunk   in    apathy,  to  rouse  at  the 
call   of  liberty  ;  but  when  further  accounts 
arrived,  which  left  no  room  to  doubt  that  the 
indignation,  which  the  treachery  and  tyranny 
of    Buonaparte   had  excited,    was    general 
throughout  Spain,  that  in  almost  every  pro- 
vince of  the  kingdom,  the  people  were  fly- 
ing to   arms;  vowing  to  defend   their  free- 
dom, or  perish    in    the   attempt  ;   when  we 
found    them   talking   of    their   liberties,  of 
reforming  abuses,  and   restoring  the  Cortes 
or  real  repres^ntatives   of  the  people,  you 
then  formed  a   more   favourable  opinion  of 
the  success  of  their  cause,  and  congratulated 
your  countrymen  on  an  event  so  glorious 
to  the  Spanish   people,  and  so  auspicious  to 
the  liberties  of  Europe.     You  concurred  in 
tliinking,    that    the   consequences   of    this 
event  would   not  be  confined  to  Spain  ;  you 
hoped  that  it  would  be  properly  improved  by 
the   government  of  this  country,   and   you 
were  of  opinion,  that  it  presented  the  most 
feasible  opportunity   of  checking  the  exhor- 
bitant  power  of  France,  that   had  occurred 
during  the  last  nl'teen  years;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  that  you  earnestly   recommended  that 
every  assistance  should  be  given  by  this  coun- 
try to  the    Spanish    patriots,  you  gave   his 
majesty's  ministers    a    piece    of  wholesome 
advice,  the  propriety  ot  which  was  felt  and 
acknowledged   by  every  prudent  man  in  the 
country.     Do  not  interfere  with  the  internal 
aj/hirs  of  Spain.     Send  them  arms  and  am- 
munition, men  and  money,  every   succour  to 
tnahle  them  to  preserve  the  Jreedam  and  in- 
dependence   of  their  country,  but    leave  the 
people  to    choose   what  form   of  geverrnnent 
may  be  most  agreeable  to  them.     This  seem- 
ed to  be  the  line  of  conduct  which  ministers 
had  resolved  to  adopt  ;  and  every  considera- 
tion of  prudence,  pointed  it  out  as  the  most 
proper  to  be  followed.       We  at    that   time 
knew   little  of  the   wishes   of  the   Spanish 
nation,  on  the  subject  of  their  government, 
or  ot  the  opinion  which  was  generally  en- 
tertained m  Spain,  of  ttie  conduct  ot  their 
royal  family.     We  seemed  to  be  conscious 
•f  the  srrors  which  we  had  formerly  fallen 
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into,  in  waging  war  only  for  kings,  and  w« 
resolved,    on    the  present    occasion,  not  t» 
split   on  the  same   riK  k.      Though  Britain 
thus  disclaimed  ail    interested  views    in  the 
I  assistance    which   she   resolved    to   give    to 
Spain  ;  yet  i?he  was,   in  fact,  wisely   tollow« 
ing  that  line  of  conduct,  which    was  most 
conducive  to  her  own  interest,  and  the  gene- 
ral welfare  of  Europe,     Whatever  form  of 
government    might    be  established    by    the 
Spanish  people,  was  a  matter  of  no  impor- 
tance to  this  country,  in  comparison  of  pre- 
venting   Spain   from   being    suljjugatcd   by 
France  ;     and     if    in     that   she    succeeded, 
she   knevv    she  would    procure    inestimable 
advantages,  both  to   herself  and  to  Euiope. 
She  knew  that  she  would,  there\)y,  give  an 
effectual  check  to  the  inordinate  ambition  of 
Buonaparte,  the   efiect   of  which    must  be 
the  emancipating  of  the  powers  of  the  Con- 
tinent   from  that  debasing  state   of  servility 
and  dependence,  under  which  they  have    so 
long  groaned.     These  circumstances  I  nicn- 
tion  to  shew  the  wisdom  of  the  advice  which 
yon  gave,  not  to  intermeddle  with  the  inter- 
nal affairs  of  Spain,  or  to   attempt  to    frus- 
trate,  directly    or  indirectly,    any    plan   of 
government,    that   Spain    might   choose  to 
adopt.     Since  that  time,  however,  the  mass 
of  otficial   intelligence,  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  all  parts  of  Spain,  leaves  us  no 
room  to  doubt,  as  to  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that    kingdom  with  regard   to  their 
form  of  government.     From  Gallicia  to  An- 
dalusia, from  the   Atlantic  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean, the   voice  of  the  people    is    unani- 
mous for  Ferdinand  VH.     That  the  people, 
or  their  leaders,  have,  in  thus  choosing  Fer- 
dinand, discovered  any  intention  of  re-esta- 
blishing the  old  government,  with  all  its  de- 
fects, there  is  not  the  least  reason  to  believe; 
though   from  the  hatred  you   beat    to   that 
unfortunate    prince,  and  to  all  the  family  of 
Bourbon,  you  cannot   help  identifying  Fer- 
dinand VII.  with  the  ancient  government  of 
Spain  ;  excluding  the  possibility  of  any  mo- 
dification  of  the  power   ot  the  crown,   as 
well  as  of  all  reform  of  abuses,  or  ameliora- 
tion in  the  condition   of  the   people.     It  is, 
however,    sufficiently    apparent,    that    th» 
wishes  of  the  Spanish  nation   are  in  favour 
of  a  monarchical  government,  and  that  all 
ranks  of  people  are  enthusiasticall)  bent  on 
having  Ferdinand  tor  their  king.     All  their 
edicts  and  proclamations  run   in  his  name  ; 
they  call  him  their  beloved  sovereign,  and, 
in  their  addresses,  the  Juntas  vi  thediirerent 
provinces,    who   must    be    well    acquainted 
with  the  sentiuientsof  tiu  people,  call  upon 
them,   in  the  name  of  their   amiyble  Ferdi- 
nand, to  dio   in   defence   of  their  couniry 
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their  religion,   and   their  king.     And  such 
addresses    iheir    leaders,    ccftainly,    hever 
tvould  have  published,    had  they  not  known 
that  the  fieople  were  enthusiastically  attached 
to  their  prince. — Since  it  thus  so  evidently 
appears,  that  the  governments  of  the  dilTe- 
rent   provinces,   as   well  as  the   people   of 
Spain,  have  given  their  voice  so  unanimous- 
ly in  favour  of  the  prince  of  Asturias  to  be 
their  king;  upon  what  principle  is  it,  that 
you  condemn  the  gentlemen  at  the  City  of 
London  Tav</rn,  at  the  dinner  given  to  the 
Spanish    deputies,    for    having   drank    the 
health  of  Ferdinand  VII  ?    On  the  promoters 
of  this  dinner,  you  have  poured  forth  a  tor- 
rent of  the  most  unmerited  abuse  :  for  what 
reason  it  is  not  very  easy  to  conjecture  ;  for 
I  cannot  conceive,  why  a  dinner,  given  by 
the  bankers  and   merchants  of  the  city  of 
London  to   the  Spanish  deputies,  as  a  mark 
of  respect  for  them,  and  of  attachment  to 
their  cau^e,    should  be   more  a  subject  of 
censure  than  a  dinner  given  by  any  corpora- 
tion,  in  any  pirt  of  this  country.     Of  your 
remarks  on  this  dinner,  it  is  foreign  from 
my  object  to  take  any  notice,  though  there 
is  one  observation  I  cannot  pass  over  in   si- 
lence ;  talking  of  the  quantity  of  turtle  on 
the  iablc,  you  exclaim  :   "  how  many  hun- 
"  dreds  of  wretches  have  worked  like  galley 
*'  slaves,  upon  bread  and  water,  to  supply 
"  this  gluttonous  repast !"     If  you  mean  by 
this  to  insinuate,  that  the  expence  of  this 
dinner  was  defrayed  from  taxes,  wrung  from 
the  eainings  of  the  poor,  you  have  made  a 
rdost   unjustifiable  attempt   to  mislead  the 
ignorant  part  of  the  public.     If  this  is  not 
the  meaning  of  the  passage,  it  can  have  no 
meaning  at  all ;  for  I  presume  that  the  ta- 
vern-keepers,  waiters,  cooks,  under-cooks, 
turnspits,    &:c.    employed   in    cooking   and 
serving  up  this  dinner,  were  acting  in  the 
way  of  their  business,  and  thnt    they  were 
as  much  obliged  to  the  gentlemen  by  whom 
the  expence  of  this  dinner  was  paid,  as  the 
paper-makers,  stationers,  printers,  printers- 
devils,  newsmen,  &c.  ^.c.  engaged  in   get- 
ting up  the  Political  Register,  are  indebted 
to  you,  for  the  employment  you  give  them, 
in  printing  and  publishing  that  meritorious 
Journal,  by   which   you   and  they   earn    so 
comfortable  a  subsistence,  and   the  people 
of  this  country  derive   so  much  entertain- 
ment and   instruction.     But   to   return — if 
the  gentlemen  at  the  London  Tavern  knew 
•what   were   the   senlimtnts  of  the  deputies, 
and  of  the  Spanish   nation,  and  if  at   this 
dir^ner,  given  in  honour  of  them,  and  as  a 
msrkof  attachment  to  their  cause,  they  hnd 
omiiiid  to  toast   king  Ferdinand  VII,  they 
would  have  been  guilty  of  a  piece  of  rude- 


ness to  their  guests,  totally  nribecoming  the 
character  of  Englishmen, — a  piece  of  rude- 
ness which  could  have  been  equally  foreign 
from  sound  policy,  as  contrary  to  fever}* rule 
of  civility  and  politeness.     They  would  have 
been,  thereby,  taking  upon  themselves,  tcr 
express  their  disapprobation  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Spanish  nation,  and  to  interfere  with 
the  internal   affairs   of  that   people,   which 
you  must  admit,  wduld  have  been  high  pre- 
sumption in  a  set  of  gentlemen  assembled  in 
their  private  capacities.     They  would  also 
have  been  setting  at  defiance,  the  wholesome 
advice  which  you  gave  to  the  government 
and  people  of  this  country,  not  to  interfere 
with  the  Spanish  people,  in  the  choice  of 
their  government.     This  advice,  which  you 
were  so  anxious  to  Impress  upon  others,  you 
yourself  have  lo-;t  sight  of,  as   if  you   had 
been  the  only  person  in  the  hation,  on  whom 
there  was  no  obligation  to  follow  it.     If  the 
Spanish    patriots,    instead   of  declaring   for 
Ferdinand,  had  resolved  to  establish  a  re- 
publican form  of  government  3  if  the  Bri- 
tish ministry,  taking  alarm  at  this  step,  had 
remonstrated  against   it,  and  tlireatened  to 
withdraw  their  succours,  and  to  leave  Spain 
to  contend  alone  with  Buonaparte ;  in  what 
terms  of  severity  and  reproach,  would  you 
have  deprecated  their  conduct  ?    You  would 
have  told  them,  that,  by  such  an  unjustifia- 
ble interference,  they   were  sacrificing  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,  and  throwing 
away  the  most  favourable   opportunity  that 
had  ever  been  presented  to  them,  of  resist- 
ing   with  effect,    the  exorbitant  power  of 
France.      But,  impolitic   as   such    conduct 
would  have  been,  it  is  the  very  thing  which 
you,    bv   the   means  of  yoirr   Journal,  are 
now  endeavouring  to  effect.     By  the  opinion 
you  have  expressed  of    the  choice  of  Fer- 
dinand  VII,    and  by   the   arguments   with 
whieh  that  opinion    is  attempted  to  be  sup- 
ported, you  have   done  what   lies  in   your 
power  to  thwart  the  cause  of  Spain,  and  to 
assist  the  tyrannical  attempts  of  Napoleon. 
I  do  not,  however,  dread,  that  the  publish- 
ing of  your  sentiments  will  be  attended  with 
so  alarming  consequences  j  it  will  only  prove 
your  own  inconsi.icncy,  and  how  little  re- 
gard you  can  pay  to  your  own  advices  and 
o])ini')ns.     Your  Journal  will  not  in  all  pro- 
bability r»ach   Spain  ;  and  there  is  no  great 
risk  that  any  thinking  people  in  this  country 
v/ili  be  misled  by  y(/ar  arguments.     But,  in 
so  fir  as  your  power   goes,   you  have  at- 
tempted to  raise  a  jealousy  of  this  country, 
in  t'le  brf;:sts  ni    (l.?  Spanidi  leaders  ;  you 
have   rrte:iiptei   to  vend,  r   the   people    of 
England     lukewarm    to  their  cause  j    yea 
hf.vc  attempted  to  mislead  the  people  of 
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England,  by  making  them  believe,  that 
they  are  to  be  taxed  for  carrying  on  a  war 
in  Spain,  tor  a  jvurpose  which,  if  it  mic- 
ceed,  must  be  productive  of  harm  to  this 
nation,  and  to  every  nation  in  J^nrope.  It 
is  for  yon,  Mr.  Cobbett,  to  reconcile  such 
conduct  with  sound  policy,  and  with  your 
former  opinions  on  tixe  subject  of  the 
Spanish  revolution  — But,  if  the  question 
were  whether  the  Spaniards  had  acted  prii- 
deutly  in  choosing  Ferdinand  for  their  king, 
it  would  be  no  difficult  raatter,  not  only 
to  prove  the  affirmative,  but  to  demons- 
trate, that  it  was  tlie  only  possible  measure, 
wiiich  could  enable  them  etFectually  to  re- 
sist the  power  of  Fiance.  When  the 
juntas  of  the  provinces  were  called  to  arms, 
a  people  so  circumstanced  as  the  people  of 
Spain  then  wpre, — snddenly  deprived  of 
their  king  and  government, — it  was  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  insure  unat)imity,  to  shevir 
to  them  not  only  what  they  weie  to  fight 
against,  but  what  they  were  to  fight  for.  I'o 
defend  the  liberties  of  their  country,  against 
the  base  attempts  of  a  treacherous  and  perfi- 
dious tyrant,  was  no  doubt  a  cause  sufficient 
«f  itself,  to  rouse  to  arms,  a  {>eople  so 
brave  and  £o  gallant  as  the  Spani£rds.  But 
to  render  the  rising  of  the  people  general  ; 
to  secure  unanimity,  .^nd  prevent  the 
growth  of  faction,  it  was  necessary  that  S'l 
ultimate  object  should  be  pointed  out  to 
them, — that  the  people  should  know  the 
hand  destined  to  sway  the  sceptre,  when 
their  exertions  had  freed  the  country  from 
its  foreign  enemies  5  —  and  to  whom  could 
they  so  naturully  cast  their  eyes,  as  to  Fer- 
dinand, to  whom  the  people  were  so  un- 
animously, and  so  enthusiastically  attached  ? 
Let  it  be  supposed  that  t!}e  Spanish  leaders, 
illuminated  by  the  same  enlightened-  policy 
•which  distinguishes  you.  Sir,  had  declared 
that  the  royal  family  had  forfeited  all  right 
to  the  crown,  and  iiad  merely  called  upon 
the  people  to  take  up  arras  to  repel  the 
invaders  of  the  country ;  promising  when 
that  should  be  accomplished,  to  call  a  na- 
tional assembly  of  the  people,  to  choose  a 
constitution,  and  franie  a  government  for 
themselves;  what,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  been  the  result  of  so  imprudent  a  step, 
what,  bat  disunion,, ruin,  and  defeat  ?  The 
people  no  doubt  would  liave  armed  ;  but 
one  party  would  have  declared  for  Ferdi- 
nand ;  another  for  king  Charles,  and  a 
third  for  the  proposers  of  the  Convention  ; 
and  from  parties  iliftaenced  by  so  different 
views,  and  actuated  by  principles  so  hostile 
to  each  other,  could  any  union  in  council, 
©!=■  cooperation  in  action,  been  expt-cted  ? 
Would  they  have  joined,  with  oue  consent^ 


to  repel  the  foreigr  invaders,  when  they 
mutt  have  known,  that  whenever  that  eni 
was  etfected,  they  would  have  to  wage  a 
civil  war  among  them'-v?lvc-s,  for  the  seitle- 
ment  of  the  government?  Such  a  measure 
would  have  given  rise  to  a  fourth  faction  in 
the  nation,  and  that  too  in  favour  df  Joseph 
Buonaparte.  Prudent  people,  and  such  as 
had  estates  and  property  in  the  country, 
drec^dir)g  the  anarchy  and  confusion,  which 
must  necessarily  ensue  on  a  total  dissolution 
of  the  government  J-  calling  to  mind  the 
awful  scenes  that  have  been  acted  in  Fraoce, 
under  the  government  oi  a  Convention  j 
and  unwilling  to  run  tha  risk  of  bringing 
similar  distress  and  misery  on  their  country, 
would  have  quietly  submitted  to  the  usur- 
pation of  Buonaparte  ;  and  to  the  happiness 
of  the  people,  sacrificed  their  liberties  and 
independence.  These  evils  have  all  been 
prevented  by  adhering  to  Ferdinand  ;  and 
in  so  doing,  the  Spaniards  have  fallowed 
the  prudent  example  of  England  in  tiie 
year  1088.  When  James'the  Vlith  abdicated 


the  throne 


ud  carried  his  son   along  witli- 


him,  England  did  not  make  choice  of  a 
new  family,  but  conferred  the  crown  upon 
the  daughters  of  their  late  king,  and  on 
their  demise  without  issue,  the  parliame'nt 
settled  it  on  the  nearest  protestant  heirs. — 
You  say  that  to  lestore  the  house  of  Bour- 
bon to  the  throne  of  Spain,  without  any 
limitations  whatever,  •«  ill  do  harm  (o  every 
nation  in  Europe,  and  particularly  to  this 
nation.  But  sui  h-.'y  you  do  not  mean  to  say, 
that  it  will  be  productive  of  equal  harm  to 
this  country,  a^  the  establishment  of  Joseph 
Buonaparte  on  the  throne  of  Spain  ?  We 
had,  therefore,  but  to  choose  between 
these  two  evils  ;  prudence  would  surely  dic- 
tate to  us  to  choose  the  least.  The  con- 
sequences of  the  latter  to  this  country,  yoa 
have  so  well  described  in  the  ^th  No.  of 
the  present  volume  of  the  Political  Pwegister, 
that  I  cannot  do  better  than  give  the  pas- 
sage in  your  words  .  "  Napoleon  once  in 
**  secure  possession  of  Spain,  would  easily 
"  keep  us  in  a  state  of  continual  alarm  : 
"  all  hopes  of  resistance  would  be  extin- 
"  guished  upon  the  continent  of  Europe, 
"  which,  united  under  one  head,  would, 
"  and  must,  harrass  us  in  a  way  that  we 
"  could  not  support,  for  any  number  of 
"  years."  If  this.  Sir,  be  your  real  opi- 
nion of  the  fatal  consequences  that  mu::t 
ensue  to  this  country  from  the  subjugation 
of  Spain,  let  us  hear  no  more  of  the  harm 
to  every  nation  in  Europe,  and  to  li.is  na- 
tion in  particular,  which  the  restoration  of 
the  ancient  government  of  Spain  must  oc- 
casion,—refraiu   from    declaiming   on     the 
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folly  nnd  absurdity  of  Englnnd,  spending 
her  blood  and  treasure,  to  carry  on  a  war 
in  Spain  for  the  restoration  of  the  Bour- 
bons ; — nnd  try  not  to  damp  the  ardour  of 
the  people  ol  England,  in  behalf  of  the 
Spanish  ])atri()ts,  when  our  assistance  is  of 
so  great  importance  to  them,  in  the  glo- 
rious cause  for  which  they  have  taken  up 
arms,  and  when  the  conse(]Uences  of  their 
want  of  success  must  be  so  f  itjl  to  England. 
— J  do  iiot  believe,  nor  do  yoa  believe,  if 
we  can  judge  from  what  you  have  formerly 
■written  on  the  subject,  that  the  ancient  go- 
vernment with  all  its  defects  will  be  restored 
by  the  enthronement  of  Ferdinand.  iheVIlth. 
But  even  if  it  should,  if  S|iain  succeeds  in 
driving  out  the  French,  t'le  advantages  to 
this  country,  political  as  well  as  commer- 
cial, will  be  very  great.  The  influence 
wliich  France  has  so  long  retained  over  the 
government  of  Spain  will  be  destroyed, 
and  Spain  will  be  thrown  into  the  arms  of 
England.  The  (".ruilv  compact,  which  had 
existed  so  long  to  the  disadvantage  of  Eng- 
land as  well  as  of  Spain,  was  atmihilated 
by  the  expulsion  of  the  Bourbons  from 
France.  It  is  true,  that  the  influence  of 
France  still  jcontinued  to  operate,  even 
down  to  the  day  that  Ferdinand  arrived  at 
Bayonne,  but  tli?.t  was  occasi'ined  by  the 
terror,  with  which  the  power  of  France 
inspired  a  weak,  and  cowardly  government. 
But  if  Spain  succeed  in  defeating  the  at- 
tempts of  Napoleon,  and  securing  her  inde- 
pendence, the  dread  of  the  power  of 
Fiance  will  no  longer  operate  on  the  Spa- 
nish government ;  Spain  will  have  become 
conscious  of  her  own  strength,  and  wmII  no 
longer  submit  to  be  the  tool  of  France,  or 
"sriciifice  iier  dearest  interests  to  the  views 
and  caprices  of  Buonaparte.  Gratitude  to 
England,  and  haired  of  France,  which  the 
present  perfidious  attempts  of  the  latter 
•must  inspire,  will  naturally  occasion  a  close 
conne\ion  betwixt  Spain  and  f^ugland.  It 
is  well  known  that  there  is  a  gteat  simila- 
rity of  character  between  the  two  nations  j 
and  that  the  people  of  Spain  have  always 
been  remarked  for  a  strong  predilection  in 
favour  of  England.  The  peculiar  wants  of 
each  other,  and  their  mutual  ability  to 
supply  those  wants,  would  promote  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  equally  beneficial  to 
both  n.itions  Such  an  intercourse  has  been 
long  earnestly  wished  for  in  Spain,  as  ap- 
pears by  their  well  known  adage  :  "  Con 
todo  el  nuindo  gut-rra,  y  paz  con  Ynglat- 
tvrra  " — "  Peace  with  England,  andwai  with 
all  the  world  ?  "   aiul    to   eslabiisli    such   an 


intercourse  will  be  the  object  of  the  go- 
vernment, as  well  as  the  wish  of  the  people 
of  Spain. — I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
your  obliged  humble  servant, — Spmpro- 
Ntus. — Furth-Bnnk,  24lhof  August,   1808. 

N.  B — This  letter   has  been   mislaid,  or 
it  should  have  appeared  long  ago. — W.  C. 
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Ho^^.^^•D. — Dutch  Cnmmercial  Decree, 
(laitd  18/A  October,  1808.  (Concluded 
fiom  page  800.) 

They  are  further  authorised  to  cor- 
respond direct  with-  ourselves,  in  such 
cases  where  they  hava  any  information 
of  great  importance  to  communicate  to 
us,  and  particularly  to  acquaint  us  with 
any  instances  of  neglect  or  backwardness 
on  the  pirt  of  the  civil  or  military  agents. 
The  naval  and  military  force  shall  also 
be  at  their  disposal,  in  all  that  relates  to  the 
watching  of  the  coasts  and  ports.  The 
telegraphs  are  likewise  placed  immediately 
under  their  orders. — Art.  IV.  Fishing-boats 
shall  be  compelled  to  return  to  the  havens 
from  which  they  sailed.  They  shall,  upon 
no  consideratiun,  be  admitted  elsewhere, 
not  even  under  the  pretext  of  having  suffer- 
ed damage  ;  and  wherever  any  trace  shall  be 
di.scovered  of  a  communication  having  taken 
place  with  the  enemy,  such  as  persons  being 
found  on  board,  not  belonging  to  the  crew, 
or  the  smallest  package  of  merchandize, 
letters,  or  newspapers,  the  boat  shall  be- 
come the  property  of  the  civil  or  mililary 
authorities  who  shall  have  contributed  to  her 
seizure,  as  soon  as  a  decree  of  seizure  is 
pronounced  by  the  judges,  which  shall  be 
wiithin  14  days  at  the  farthest.  — Art.  V. 
All  nations  or  foreign  merchantmen  entering 
any  of  our  havens  or  roads  of  any  descrip- 
tion shall  be  warned  by  a  boat  to  keep  off, 
and  that  if  they  do  not  they  will  be  fired  at. 
No  excuses  can  be  admitted,  letters  received 
or  any  intercourse  entered  into  with  them. 
Ships  of  war  and  those  of  friendly  nations, 
are  alone  excepted. — Art.  VI.  All  decrees, 
regulations,  and  other  dispositions,  hereto- 
tore  adopted,  relative  to  the  shutting  of  the 
havens,  and  the  prevention  of  communica- 
tion with  the  enemy,  shall  remain  in  full 
force. — Art.  VII.  Our  members  of  finance, 
marine,  colonies,  justice,  and  police,  are 
each  in  his  respective  department,  charged 
with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree.— 
Given  at  onr  Palace  at  Utrecht,  18th  Oeto^ 
b- r,  1808,  in  the  third  yiar  of  our  reign. 
—  (Signed)    Lor>EWYK. 
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[Pkice  IOd. 

"  V;;s,  wl)!le  I  live,  r.o  iic;i,   or  noble  Icnavc, 

"  Shall  walk  the  world,  ia  lionourto  his  grave." "'ovc. 

Sj3j  — 

L"*-* 

Hampshire    LTlhtinc, 
For  the  nomination  ot  a  n;emher  to  serve 
in  r;nlian"!ent,  in  the   room   of  Sir   Henry 
Mildniay,  Baronet,  deceased;  v/hich  meet- 
ir.g  was  held  at  Winchester,  on  the  23d   of 
November,    180S,     in    consequence  of  the 
following  Requisition  Mud  Nciitication, 
"  To  the  High  Slu-nif'  of  the  Counly  of 
"  Southampton. 
"  Winchester,  Nov.  15,  150S. 
"■  Sir  ; — The  mucli  lamented  denth  of  Sir 
Henry  Paulet  St.  John  Mildmay,  Bait, 
having  occasioned  a  vacancy  in  the  represen- 
tation of  this  coun'y,  we  enrnestly   intreat 
you  to  call  a  mee.ing  of  the  gemlenieh,  cler- 
gy, and   freeholders,  to  consider  of  a  pro- 
per person  to  be  put  in  nomination  to  suc- 
ceed to  him  as  early  as  convenient. 

H.  Drummond,         William  Garrett, 
L.  B.  Wither,  Wra.   Deacon, 

Wm.  Ileathcote,       George  Garrett, 
P.  V/illiams,  James  De.ncon, 

John  Garnett,  David  Lauce, 

John  Blackburn,  Wm.  Filzhugh^ 
J  W.  S.  Gardiner,  S.  Harristni. 
"  In  compliance  with  the  above  lequest,  I 
5o  hereby  appoint  a  meeting  of  the  gentle- 
men, clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Southa.mpton,  to  be  hokien  at  the  castle 
of  Winchester,  in  the  said  county,  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon, 
for  the   purpose  above-mentioned. — G.  H. 

Mitchell,     Sheriff. lltchjie.'d    Lodge, 

Nov.    17,   1808." 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  sheriff  opened  the 
business,  having  adjourned  from  the  Court- 
house (wliich  was  considered  as  too  small  to 
hold  the  Freeholders  assembled  upon  tiie  oc- 
casion) to  the  Grand  Jury  Chamber,  into 
which  persons,  who  wished  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  proceedings,  were  admitted, 
while  the  assemblage  of  Freeholders  rc- 
maiaed  in  the  Castle-yard,  and  were  ad- 
dressed from  the  windows. 

The  Sheriff  having  read  the  requisition, 
and  stated  his  intention  tinally  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  meeting  by  the  shew  of  hands. 
Sir  Thomas  Millek,  Baronet,  came  for- 
ward, and  recommended,  as  a  proper  per- 
son to  represent  the  county,  the  Flon. 
William  Herbert,  which  w«s  seconded 
by  Sir  Cjukles  Mill,    Bart,    Tiiwa    Sir 


John'  Folllk,  Uart.  recommended  Thos* 
Freeman  Heathcotk,  Esq.  a  son  of  Sir 
William  Heathcote.  which  recommenda- 
tion was  .'.econded  by  Sir  Nathaniel  Hol- 
land. 

'I'hess  formalities  having,  in  the  course  of 
a  few  minutes,  tx^Mi  gone  tiirongh,  Mr.  Pok- 
T\L,a  friend  of  Mr.  IIcMbert,  came  forward, 
and  began  an  address  lo  ibefreeholJers,  with 
observing  upon  t!)e  unfairness   of    the  con- 
duct, which,  upon    this  particular  occasion, 
tlie    Sheriff   had   been    induced,    from   the 
party  purposes  of  those  v.'ho  signed   the  re- 
quisition and  others  connected   with   them, 
to  pursue.       He  said,  that  the  notice  to  the 
freeholders  was  so  short,     that    it   was   im- 
possible, supposing  every  one    of  them   to 
see  the  newspapers  in  due  course  of    their 
publication,  all  the  freeholders   could   hav« 
been  apprized   of  this  day's    meeting  ;   be- 
cause,   the  provincial    papers    do    not  beaf 
date  till  the  Mon.lay  ;   arc  not,  in  fact,  de- 
livered  till    the    Monday,  except   iti  places 
locally  favoured  in  this  respect  ;  are  not  de- 
livered in  many  parts  of  the  county    till   the 
Wednesday   morning  ;    and,    therefore,    it 
was  very    probable,    and,    indeed,    almost 
certain,  that  there  were  many  of  the   free- 
holders at  home,     re:iding  the   notification 
for  the  holding  of  this  meeting",  at  the  veiy 
moment  that  the  iv-eeling  v/.is  iitLling.     Fie 
appealed    to  all   who   heard  him,  whether 
such  a  notice  was  not  unprecedented  ;  whe- 
ther any  meeting,  of  this  sort,  had,  by  any 
Sheriff,  ever   been    before  called,  without, 
at    least,    two  weeks   notice  ;  and,  he   ex- 
pressed   his    hopf,     that  no   Sheriff    would 
hereafter,  from  at-iy  nuitives    whatever,  and 
especially  from  motives  such  as  those  which 
had  evidently  prevailed  in  this    instance,  be 
induced  to  do  what  hacl^novv  been  done. 
Mr.  Portal  then  callecl  ihaN  atieiv.ion   of  the 
meeting  to  the  perilous  situation  of  Europe 
in  general,  and  of    Spain   and   Portugal  in 
particular.       He  said,  that  the  question' was 
now  to  be  decided,  and  that  there  appeared 
to    be    little    time    left    for    the    decision, 
whether  the  brave,  the  gener^tis,  and  (he 
noble  Spaniards  were  lo  be  dehvered  from 
tha    grasp  of    the    unprincipled,  unsparing 
and    ferocious    tvraimy    of    the   despot    of 
rraucc',  or   whether  they   were    to    reiisU 
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under  lliat  grasp,  and  with  tliem  the  last 
reaMining  hope  of  the  deliverance  of 
Europe.  He  said,  that  we  had  sent 
out  a  numerous  and  giillnnt  army  ;  that 
the  n.uion,  wiih  ;uj  r.naiiimous  voici.-,  prayed 
fcr  their  success  ;  hut,  that,  numerous  and 
brave  as  oar  armies  and  our  fleers  were 
known  to  he,  still  there  was  need  of  a  di- 
reciing  njind  at  home;  need  of  able  men, 
and  njcn  of  habits  of  business,  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  He  said,  that,  since  the 
proceedings  with  regnrd  to  the  Convention 
ot  Cinira,  it  became  more  than  ever  necessa- 
ry to  provide  a  check  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  ministry,  who  had  shown,  in  a  manner 
almost  unequivocal,  that  rl^ey  meant  to  screen 
those,  whom  the  people,  of  all  ranks  and 
decrees,  had,  with  an  unanimous  voice,  ac- 
cused of  having  injured  and  disgraced  the 
connlry.  Mr,  llerbert,  he  said,  had,  during 
the  short  time  that  he  had  the  honour  to  re- 
present the  county,  fully  proves,  by  liis  con- 
stant attention  to  his  duty  ;  by  his  indepen- 
dent  conduct;  and  by  the  g'rcat  talents  he 
displayed,  that  he  was  a  jjroper  person  again 
to  be  chosen  for  the  county,  under  the  pre- 
sent awful  circumstances  ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, not  only  because  he  thought  Mr.  Her- 
bert to  be,  for  several  reasons,  the  fittest 
person  of  the  two,  but,  also  because  the 
other  candidate  was  already  (though  they 
might  never  have  heard  of  it)  a  member  of 
parliament,  he  strongly  recommended  to 
the  Freeholders  of  the  county  to  show,  by  a 
decided  majority  in  tiie  show  of  hands,  that 
the  sense  of  the  county  was  in  his  favour. 

JilR.  CoBBETT,  who  stocd  at  another 
•window,  then  spoke  as  follows  : — "  Gentle- 
men, we  have  just  been  reminded  of  the 
necessity  there  is  of  our  making  exertions  for 
the  deliverance  of  Europe.  The  little,  with 
which  1  shall  take  the  liberty  to  trouble 
you,  will  be  of  an  humbler  cast,  having 
for  its  principal  object,  to  cflect,  in  time, 
and  in  some  small  degree,  at  least,  the  de- 
liverance of  Hampshire. ^In  certain  na- 
tions, where  the  great  body  of  the  peoi.de 
were  slaves,  it  was  a  custom  with  the  slave- 
holders, to  give  them,  at  certain  fixed  pe- 
tiods,  a  holiday,  and  to  ply  them  pleutifully 
\i'ith  drink  ;  one  of  the  principal  purposes 
of  which  appears  to  have  been,  that  the  chil- 
dren of  the  slave-holders,  from  witnessing 
the  beastly  behaviour,  the  senseless  noise, 
uproar,  and  confusion,  that  seldom  failed  to 
prevail  amongst  (he  degraded  wn-tches,  up- 
on these  occasions,  might,  at  an  early  age, 
contract  a  deep-rooted  abhorrence  of  the 
odious  vice  of  drunkenness.  Too  nearly  re- 
sembling the  means,  but  with  an  end 
in     view    somewhat     different,   are      the 
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means  generally  enployed  by  those, 
who,  as  yet,  condescend  to  designate 
us,  lor  one  week  in  seven  years,  by  the  tlat- 
tering  n.HUc  of  "^c/j.'/cwe//,"  but  who,  un- 
less v.e  now  make  a  stand  for  our  rights  and 
liberties,  will,  all  the  year  roui  d,  and  dutr- 
ing  all  the  seven  years,  bestow  upon  us  the 
better-merited  appoilaiion  of  slaves.  But, 
Gentlemen,  1  am  not  without  hope,  that  the 
result  of  this  day's  f)roceedir,gs,  notwith.stand- 
ing  theuruisual  and  i  npreccdcnted  and  un- 
justifiable shortness  of  ih.e  notice  f'.jr  assem- 
bling: a  notice  grown  out  of  a  ieqnisitioB, 
signed  by  those  who  called  (he  honomuble 
baronet  lately  deceased,  by  the  endearing 
name  of  friend,  and  who  have  now  hastened 
to  seek  for  some  one  to  fill  his  place  before 
his  corpse  was  scarcely  cold  ;  a  rcqi:isition 
from  persons  who  call  themselves  genilcmcn 
of  "  liberal  education  and  'generous  habits," 
though  it  i>.  impossible  (o  (orui  an  idea  of  any 
proceeding  more  illiberal,  more  ungenerous, 
di-covering  a  more  comple(e  want  of  all  just 
and  gentle  man-like  feeling  ;  in  spite,  I  say, 
of  the  shortness  of  the  notice  to  the  free- 
holders in  general,  while  secret  means  have 
been  long  using  to  piocure  and  insure  a  par- 
tial attendance,  I  do  hope.  Gentlemen,  that 
the  result  of  this  day's  proceedings  will 
convince  those,  who  have  been  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  our  assembling,  and,  indeed, 
which  is  of  much  more  importance,  thii 
nation  at  large,  that,  though  the  freeholders 
of  Hampshue,  have,  in  common  with  ih« 
rest  of  their  countrymen,  lost  much  of  their 
rights  and  liberties,  yet,  at  any  rate,  that 
they  have  sense  enough  remaining  to  know 

what    those  rights    and     liberties   are. 

Before  I  have  done,  Gentlemen,  it  is  my 
intention  to  submit  to  you  a  proposition, 
respecting  a  pledge,  which  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  obtain  from  one  or  the  other  of  th» 
candidates,  before  I  give  my  vote  for  either  j 
and,  if  J  should  succeed  in  convincing  vou, 
that  to  require  this  pledge  is  reasonable,  fair, 
and  conformable  to  the  principles  of  the 
constitution,  I  shall,  of  course,  hope,  that 
you  will,  in  this  respect,  follow  my  ex- 
ample. There  is  a  doubt,  Gentlemen,  upon 
the  (jucstion,  whether,  after  a  member  is 
returned  to  parliament,  he  is  bound  to  abide 
by  the  subsequent  instructions  of  his  consti- 
tuents;  b\it,  I  take  it,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  at  all,  that  L'cfore  we  elect  a  member, 
we  liave  not  only  a  right  to  ascertain,  but 
that  it  is  our  bouuden  duty  to  ascertain,  that 
his  intentions  are  to  act  agreeably  to  those 
leading  principles,  the  adhering  to  which 
may,  in   our  opinion,    be  essential  to   the 

well-being  of  cur  country. The  purpose, 

for  which    we    are   met,    Gentleuien,  as 
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stated  ill  the  requisition,  and  as  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Sheriff,  is  this :  "  to  con- 
"  sider  of  a  proper  person  to  be  put  in 
"  nominal ii-n"  to  serve  the  county  as 
a  member  of  parliament.  Now,  Gentle- 
men, this  is  a  serious  and  solemn  occasion, 
and  so,  1  hope,  you  will  consider  it.  We  are 
not  met  for  the  vile  purpose  of  hallooing  and 
hooting  at  the  hoWing  up  of  the  finger  of  a 
p:uty  leader  ;  we  are  not  met  to  de- 
grade ourselves  beneatli  the  beasts  that  pe- 
rish, but  to  exercise  our  judgment;  to 
decide  upon  an  important  question,  agreeably 
to  the  dictates  of  reason  aid  of  conscience. 
Apparently,  ail  those,  whom  I  have  the 
honour  of  iiddressini^,  are  the  friends,  some 
ofoneofthe  candidates  and  some  of  the 
other  J  and,  I  can  assure  you,  that  1  am 
the  enemy  of  neither.  They  are  both  gen- 
tlemen of  fortune  and  of  respectable  family  ; 
and,  of  sucii  members  of  parliament  ought 
to  consist.  I  am  for  choosing  neither  vaga- 
bonds nor  upstarts,  who,  in  general,  when 
possessed  of  power,  prove  the  worst  tyrants. 
.1  object  to  neither  of  these  gentlemen  ;  but, 
feefore  I  give  my  vote,  I  must  have  an  assu- 
rance, that  the  person  for  whom  I  vote  will 
do,  upon  certain  great  points,  that  which  I 
think  is  essential  to  the  public  good  3  and, 
in  order  that  you  may  see  the  reasonable- 
ness of  the  assurance  that  I  require,  I  will, 
with  your  indulgence,  now  state  to  you 
what  the  constitution  says  respecting  the 
points  which  1  have  more  immediately  in 
view. First,  then,  Gentlemen,  the  con- 
stitution declares,  that  "  the  election  of 
"  members  to  serve  in  parliament  shall  l-e 
"  free'  ;  thereb}^  meaning,  that  no  undue 
influence  of  any  sort  shall  be  made  use  of  to 
bias  the  minds,  or  obtain  the  votes  of  the 
electors  ;  and  next,  which  is  wliat  I  more 
particularly  wish  you  to  attend  to,  it  declares, 
"  that  no  person,  holding  an  office,  or 
"  place  of  p;q/ff,  under  the  king,  or  having 
"  a  pension  from  the  crown,  shall  be 
"  capable  of  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
■"  House  of  Commons."  And,  Gentlemen, 
if  you  consider  the  duties,  which  members 
^f  parliament  have  to  perform,  you  wiil  see 
the  justice  and  reasonableness  of  this  excel- 
lent rule  of  the  Constitution,  of  all  which 
duties,  the  first  and  greatest  is,  to  see  that 
the  }>eople's  money  is  not  improperly  granted, 
and,  when  granted,  not  improperly  expended. 
The  House  of  Commons  are  called  the  guar- 
dians of  the  public  treasure ;  and,  some- 
times, still  more  emphatically,  the  holders 
of  the  national  purse-strings.  Now  only 
think.  Gentlemen,  of  the  great  importance 
of  this  office.  How  long  would  each  of  you 
«ieliberate  j  what  scrutinizing  inquiries  would 
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you  make ;  what  solemn  promises  would 
you  exact,  before  you  would  intrust  any  one 
with  the  absolute  care  and  management  of 
your  purse.  Would  you  not  be  quite  cer- 
tain, that  he  w.s  possessed  of  integrity 
enough  to  secure  it  from  the  light  fingers  of 
the  pick-pocket,  and  of  resolution  more  than 
sufficient  to  del^nd  the  open  assaults  of  the 
highway  robber  ?  Yes ;  and  how  many 
years  of  probation,  would  you  require,  before 
you  ventured  to  confide  to  him  the  taking 
out  of  the  purse  just  what  he  pleased  ?  — — 
Besides,  Gentlemen,  wg  are  to  consider  what 
is  the  company,  amongst  whom  we  are 
about  to  send  either  Mr.  Herbert  or  Mr. 
Heathcote ;  for,  unfurnished  with  that 
knowledge,  it  is  next  to  impossible  that  we 
should  be  able  to  junlge  which  of  them  is 
best  calculated  for  the  duty  we  are  about  to 
impose  upon  one  or  the  other.  It  is  a  rule 
in  common  life  to  fit  the  person,  or  the  ani- 
mal, to  the  .service  :  we  use  a  dog  and 
not  a  sheep  for  the  driving  of  cattle.  Lc-t 
us  see,  then,  what  sort  of  company  that 
is,  into  which  we  are  going  to  send  one  of 
the  two  gentlemen,  who  have  been  this  day 
presented  to  us,  as  proper  to  be  entrusted 
with    the    holding   of    the  strings  of    our 

purse. And,  here,  Gentlemen,    I  must, 

with  your  leave,  refer  to  a  written  memo- 
randum cf  names  and  sums.  The  House  of 
Commons,  which  now  consists  of  658  mem- 
bers, contains  persons,  who  enjoy  the  emo- 
luments of  112  places  and  pensions.  But, 
before  I  proceed  further,  sufter  me  to  state 
to  you  upon  what  authority  I  am  about  to  lay 

before  you  these  interesting  facts. They 

are  drawn  from  a  Report  presented  to  the 
House  of  Cortimons,  in  consequence  of  a 
motion,  made  by  that  intelligent,  upr'ght, 
disinterested,  and  valiant  nobleman.  Lord 
Cochrane,  who,  hr.ving  so  often  defeated 
the  enemies  of  England  at  sea,  appears  to 
have  wi.shed  to  contribute  towards  defeating 
its  mere  dangerous  enemies  on  shore.  His 
lordship's  motion,  which  would  have  brotight 
into  view  all  the  placed  and  pensioned  rela- 
tions of  the  members,  was,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure defeated  ;  but,  we  have,  at  any  rate, 
got  some  information  from  it.  The  list,  even 
of  the  members  themselves,  is  very  iiicovi' 
plele.  It  is  acknovvledgisd  to  be  incomplete 
by  those  who  make  the  Report.  Many  of 
the  ©ilices,  out  of  mere  modesty,  I  suppose, 
have  not  the  amount  of  the  emoluments  ' 
placed  against  them  ;  and,  there  are  several 
pkcemen  and  pensioners,  owing  to  the  waat  , 
of  the  returns  from  the  department  whenct; 
their  emoluments  arise,  w  bo  are  not  men- 
tioned atall,  i^any  pait  of  the  Repc>rt.  B.'t, 
even  from  lhi«  Report,  imperfect  as  ii  i*,  is 
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appears,  that  there  acttiallyaie,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  78  members,  who  are  place- 
men or  pensioners  ;  that  they  cnjov  amongst 
them  112  places  and  pensions  j  that  these 
places  and  pensions  amount  to  ^178,cK)4  a 
year,  which  sum,  if  it  were  equally  divided, 
would  give  to  each  member  of  the  whole 
House,  cii272  a  year  ;  and,  I  am  convinced, 
that,  if  all  the  emoluments  had  been  annexed, 
and  all  the  names  brought  into  view,  the  sum 
would  have  been  double  what  it  now  ap- 
pears What,  then,  would  you  say  if  you, 
couldbehold  ihelonglist  ofplace.s  and  pensions 
enjoyed    by   the   rt'Ialhns   of   the  different 

members  ? Suffer  me  now  to  state  some 

particulars  from  this  list ;  because  they  very 
nearly  concern  ourselves.  First,  Gentlemen 
of  Komsey,  there  is  your  noble  neighbour, 
my  Lord  Palmerston,  who  receives  r^'i  ,000 
a  year.  Secondly,  Gentlemen  of  Bishop's 
Waltham,  there  is  your  neigiibour,  Mr. 
Sturges  Eourne  (who  was  standing  amongst 
some  tall  men  in  the  crowd,  at  the  time) 
receives  e2^:'l, 500  ayenr.  Thirdly,  Gentle- 
men of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  there  is  your 
Governor,  my  Lord  Fitzh^irris,  who,  as  go- 
vernor of  the  Island,  receives  ^1,379,  and, 
observe,  he  has  taken  care  to  have  a  grant 
nf  this  place  for  his  lift',  sick  or  well  ; 
thougli,  I  must  say,  that  in  -^1I  probability, 
he  is  as  able  to  command  a  military  force, 
being  bed-ridden,  as  if  he  were  iictiially  on 
the  back  of  his  charger.  This  lord 
has,  besides,  secured  a  funlier  grant  of  the 
public  money  to  the  amount  of  ^'l,20Oa 
year  for  life,  to  commence  after  his  father's, 
Lord  Malmsbury's,  death,  and  Lord  Malms- 
bury  has  received  ft-r  tifteen  years  past,  and 
isto  receive  .for  his  life,  a  pension  oi-j^'2,300 
a  year.  This,  Gentlemen,  is  the  new  i^ord 
Jvieutenant  ol  our  county.  A  pensioner, 
paid  out  of  tlie  fruit  of  our  labour,  industry, 
.ingenuity,  and  occonomy.  Fourthly ;  and 
x\o\v  I  must  beseech  you  to  enlarge  your 
minds  in  a  degree  proportioned  to  the  increas- 
ing magnitude  of  my  subject  :  He  that  has 
cars  to  hear,  let  him  hear  ;  for  I  am  about  to 
»peak  of  the  sums  enormous,  which  Mr. 
George  Rose  and  his  sons  have  received 
and  do  receive  and  are  to  receive  out  of  the 
j-uckets  of  l-his  taxed  natiiai.  Firsr,  as 
'i  reasurer  of  the  K.ivy,  he  receives,  ^^4,324 
a  year  ;  next,  as  Clerk  of  the  I'lirliameats, 
which  place  he  has  for  life,  and  in  which 
he  has  never  performed  an  hour's  duly, 
he  receives,  and  has  received  ever  since 
the  year  178:1,  the  Sum  of  efe'3.273 
a  year  ;  next,  this  place  is  granted  to 
his  son,  Mr.  George  Heniy  Rose  for  life, 
T.hois  also  a  member  of  parliament  ;  next^ 
Mr.^r.  Kos«  haii  uUi^llicr  siuucure  place^    as 
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Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  E.xchequer, 
for  which  he  receives  .^400  a  vear  ;  and 
next,  his  younger  son,  Mr.  William  Stuart 
Rose,  ha.'i  a  sinecur.*  place  i  1  ihe  Exchequer, 
for  which  he  receives  d^'2,137  a  year. 
Which  sums  put  together,  n)  •ke^IO,i39  a 
year,  which  Mr.  Rose,  and  his  sons  receive 
out  of  the  taxes  annually  raised  upon  us  ; 
and,  he  having,  upon  an  average,  received 
about  five  thousand  a  year  for  njjlce  salary, 
besides  sinecures,  since  the  year  1733,  £ 
am  far  within  the  compass  when  I  assert, 
that  he  and  his  sons  alone  have  received  out 
of  the  taxes  of  this  back-broken  country 
THREE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 
POUNDS  STERLING.— Such,  Gentle- 
men,  is,  in  part  at  least,  the  company,  into 
which  we  are  going  to  send  either  Mr.  Her- 
bert or  Mr.  Heathcote.  Does  it  not,  then,  be- 
hove us  well  to  consider,  what  sort  of  man  that 
is,  whom  we  ihussend?  Weare  about  to  send, 
according  to  the  language  of  the  constitution, 
a  person  to  be  the  guardian  of  our  money, 
a  check  upon  the  minister  in  all  things^  but 
more  especially  to  be  a  check  upon  his  con- 
duct as  an  expender  of  our  money  j  does  it, 
not,  therefore,  become  us  to  be  as  sure  as 
we  possibly,  in  such  a  case,  can  be,  that 
this  guardian  whom  we  choose,  will  not  him- 
self receive  any  of  this  money  troni  the  mi- 
nister ;  and  is  it  not  to  be  guilty  of  the  gros- 
sest self-abuse  to  pretend  to  believe  that  he 
will  be  a  chi'.ck  upon  the  minister,  if  he  him- 
self be  permitted  to  receive  a  share  of  what 
the  minister  may  chouse  to  expend  or  five 
away  ?  But,  Gentlemen,  there  would  be, 
in  such  conduct,  on  our  part,  .something  a 
great  deal  worse  than  folly.  There  would 
be  in  it  the  basest  treachery  towards  the  rest 
of  our  countrymen  ;  for,  you  are  to  remem- 
ber, that  there  is  not  one  nian  in  five  hun- 
dred who  cnn,  as  things  now  staud,  vote  for 
members  of  parliament.  With  the  interests 
of  persons,  of  this  description,  in  this  coun- 
ty, we  are  charged,  as  well  as  with  our  own ; 
and,  therefore,  if,  in  choosi^ig  a  member, 
we  consider  only  our  individual  interest,  we 
are  guilty  of  di.shonesty  ;  and,  if  we,  from 
negligence,  choose  an  improper  person,  ve 
are  guilty  of  a  ilagraut  ami  sh-ameful  want  of 

duty  towards  our   neighbour. The  way. 

Gentlemen,  in  wiiich  I  think  I  shall  best 
di<;charge  my  duly,  is,  to  tender  to  the  can- 
didates the /./lY/^-e',  of  which  I  have  already 
spoken,  for  the  requiring  of  w  hich  J  have, 
with  your  great  patience  and  indulgence, 
given  my  reasons,  and  the  words  of  which, 
with  the  confident  hope,  that  they  will, 
meet  with  the  a|  probation  of  eveiy  Irulyi 
honest  and  independent  man  who  hears  mci 
1  will  no'A- coacj'jdi;  with  rcadinij  :  "  Tha( 
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"  he  will  never,  either  directly  or  indirect- 
*'  \y,  either  by  himself  or  by  any  person 
"  related  to  him  or  dependent  upon  him, 
"  receive  a  single  shilling  of  the  public 
"  money,  in  ;iny  shape  whatever,  so  long 
''  as  he  shall  live  ;  and  that  he  will  use  the 
"  utmost  of  his  endeavours  to  obtain  for 
"  this  burthened  people  a  redress  of  all 
"  their  manifold  grievances,  and  especially 
"  of  that  most  crying  grievance  of  having 
f'  their  money  voted  away  by  those, 
'•■  amongst  whom  there  are  many  who  re- 
"  ceiv^  part  of  that  money." 

After  this,  a  person,  whose  name  was  said 
to  be  Brown  ;  who  v/as  slated  to  have  been 
a  purser,  or  something  of  that  sort,  under 
Lord  Keith  ;  and  who  now  lives,  it  was 
s-iid,  at  Purbrook-Henth,  having  begun,  lo 
speak  below,  wa4  called  up  to  the  wipdow, 
where,  having  read  from  the  report  of  the 
Debates  in  the  short  parliament,  a  passage 
wherein  Mr.  Herbert  was  represented  as 
having  proposed  t4ie  dis/ranc hiscment  of  the 
borough  of  Lancaster,  on  account  of  their 
conduct  relating  to  their  member.  Colonel 
Cawthorne,  he,  Mr.  Brown,  inferred 
that  Mr.  Herbert  had  proposed  to  disfran- 
chise the  said  borough,  merely  because  the 
the  voters  had  presented  a  petition  disagree- 
aile  to  the  House. 

Mr,  Heupert  then  came  forward,  and 
began  by  defending  himself  against  the 
charge  preferred  by  Mr.  Brown  ;  but,  owing 
to  the  inarticulate  sound  of  his  voice  it  was 
impossible  to  catch  more  tinn  a  very  small 
part  of  wliat  he  said.  He  defended  the  con- 
duct of  himself  and  his  friends  ;  stated  that 
he  had  never,  in  any  single  instance,  shown 
himself  dependent  upon  the  ministry,  and 
challenged  any  onctoprove  thecontrary.  He 
condemned  the  conduct  of  the  present  minis- 
try, with  regard  to  the  Inqiviry  now  going 
on,  and  complimented  the  country  upon  the 
spirit  it  had  shown,  in  second'ng  the  laud- 
able and  constitutionar  efforts  of  the  City  of 
London.  With  resnoct  to  the  proposed 
pledge,  he  said,  he  would  promise,  in  the  'i 
most  distinct  ter.ms,  that  he  never  v/ould,  as  ' 
long  as  he  lived,  accept  oi sinecure  or  pension, 
and  that  he  would  reject,  with  scorn>  the 
otfer  of  either  ;  but,  that  he  would  give  no 
pledge,  that,  if  the  king  should,  at  any 
time,  think  his  services  useful  to  thecountrv, 
he  would  not  accept  of  a  proper  compensa- 
tion for  such  services  ;  and  this,  he  trusted, 
would  be  satisfactory.  Upon  perceiving, 
that  Mr.  Cobbett  signified  his  diss-^nt  from 
this  proposition,  Mr.  Herbert  asked,  what 
objection  he  had  to  it  ?  to  which  Mr.  Cob- 
bett answered,  ♦'  Those  services  I  have  no 
"  objection  tOj  noi  to  their  being  v/ell  paid 
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"  for  ;  but  I  know  of  no  services  which  can 
'•'  be  performed  by  aviemler  of  parlianunt, 
"  winch  ought  to  be  paid  for." 

Mr.  Hii.'VTiicoTE  said  nothing  that  could 
be  heard,  except  as  to  the  proposed  p/'.r/i/f?, 
whicj^  he  rcfu.scd  to  give,  though  be  said, 
that  "if  he  knew  his  own  mind,  he  never 
"  should  receive  a  farthing  of  the  public 
"  money  as  long  as  he  lived." 

Mr.  Barham,  perceiving  that  Mr.  Her- 
bert's explanaiion  as  to  his  conduct,  in  res- 
pect to  ihe  petition  from  Lancaster,  had  not 
been  clearly  understood,  came  to  the  win- 
dow, and,  in  a  very  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory manner,  showed,  that  Mr.  Herbert's 
conduct,  upon  the  occasion  referred  to,  was 
not  only  blameless  but  deserving  of  the 
highest  prai.se.  Having  completely  removed 
the  impression  produced  by  the  erroneous 
construction  of  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Barham 
said,  that  he  had  a  test,  whereby  to  try  the 
candidates,  to  whom  he  put  this  question  : 
"  Will  you,  if  the  Inquiry,  now  going  on, 
"  respecting  the  Convention  of  Cintra, 
"  should  end  in  a  blank  report  of  merely 
"  all's  well,  bring  forward,  or  support,  in 
"  parliament,     a    motion    for   another   and 

"  more  satisfactory  mode  of  Inquiry?" — 

Mr.  Herbert  answered  distinctly  in  the  afHr- 
mative;  Mr.  Heathcote  gave  no  an-iwer  at  all. 
The  Sheriffnow  put  the  quenion  to  the 
Freeholders,  which  of  the  two  candidates 
they  chose  lo  put  in  nominatiun  ;  and  ths 
majority  appeared  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hviath- 
cote. 

.■"^■''■-  I  must  put  off,  till  next  week,  what 
I  intended  to  have  said,  respecting  the  In- 
come of  the  Duke  of  York  j  the  proceedings 
of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  ;  and  the  conduct: 
of  the  Mayor  of  London. 

NEW  EDITION  OF  THE  STATE  TRIALS. 
On  Monday,  the  id  of  January,  1  SOp, 
ludl  be  published  (to  be  completed  in. 
xldrty-six  Monthly  Parts,  forming  Twelve 
very  large  Folumes  in  linyal  OctavoJ, 
Pa'it  the  First,  Price  \0s.  6d.  of 

COBBKTT'S 
COMPLETE    COLLECTION    OF 

STATE  TRIALS, 

AND  PROCEEDINGS  FOR  HIGH  TREASON, 
AND  OTHER  CKTMES  AND  MISDEMEANORS, 
t'KOM  THE  EARLIEST  TERIOD  DOWN  TO 
THE  PRESENT  TIME. 

In  proceeding  with  the  rarliamentary  His- 
tory, which  it  ha3  been,  and  is,  one  of  the 
pruicipal  objects  of  my  life  to  lay  compleie 
before  the  public  of  ths  present  day,  and. 
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in  that  statff,  to  have  the  satisfaction  of  leav- 
ing it  to  posterity,  I  have  for  some  time 
past,  perceived,  that  there  would  still  be 
warning  a  Work  like  that  above-described. 
In  putting  to  myself  this  qucbtion  :  "  How 
"  shall  1  go  to  work  to  secure  the  best  chance 
"  of  rendering  a  son  capable  of  accompliah- 
*'  ing  great  things  ;  fit  to  have  a  share  in 
*'  gnidingthe  minds  of  others  ;  of  weight 
•'  b'lflicient  to  make  him  an  object  of  res- 
"  pcct  with  good  and  of  dread  with  bad, 
"  public  n)en  r"  In  putting  this  question 
to  myself,  the  answer  my  mind  suggested 
was  :  "  Suffer  not  his  time  to  be  wasted  in 
"  learning  sounds  instead  of  sense  ;  sutler 
**  not  his  body  and  mind  tu  be  debilitated  by 
*'  continual  confiiiemcut  and  continual  con- 
"  tronl  and  correction.  Give  hiin.  God 
"  being  your  helper,  a  sound  body  and 
"  strong  limbs  ;  habituate  him  to  bear  fa- 
*'  tigue  }  to  move  with  confidence  and  rapi- 
"  dity  in  the  dark  ;  to  fare  and  to  sleep 
"  hard  j  and,  above  all  other  things  in  the 
*'  world,  to  rise  with  the  lark,  thus  making 
"  his  year  equal  to  eighteen  months  of  his 
"  effeminate  contempuraries.  Next  lead 
''  him  into  the  paths  of  kiwivlecige,  not 
"  minding  whether  pedants  call  it  learning, 
"  or  not ;  and,  wh.en  he  arrives  at  the  pro- 
"  per  age  for  acquiring  tiuit  sort  of  know- 
'-"  ledge,  make  him  acquainted  with  every 
*'  thing  material,  as  to  publicaffairs,  that  has 
"  really,  occurred  in  his  country,  from  ihe 
"  earliest  tin.es  to  the  present  day.  Open 
"  to  him  t!ic  book,  not  of  speculation,  but  of 
"  unerring  experience.  That  he  may  be 
*'  able  to  judge  of  what  is.  as  well  as  of 
*'  what  ought  to  be,  shew  him,  in  detail, 
"  ail  the  political  causes  and  effects,  to  be 
"  found  in  our  history  j  make  him  see 
"  clearly  how  this  nation  has  come  up,  find 
"  howthisgovernment  hasgrown  together." 
From  these  or  such  like  reflections, 
sprang  that  arduous  undertaking,  the  Parli- 
amentary Pfistory  of  England  3  and,  fiom 
the  same  source  arises  tbe  work,  which  1 
now  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  public. 
As  I  proceeded  with  the  History.  I  found,  that 
to  read  discussipns,  reliting  to  Trials  for  high 
Treasonand  for  other  hikh  Crimes  and  Misde- 
meanors, and  not  to  be  able  to  refer  imme- 
diately to  thoseTrials,  they  being  so  intirn..'.te- 
ly  tonnccted  with  the  history  of  the  parli- 
ament, and  being  a  detailed  relation  of  some 
ot  the  mcht  impurtant  and  moat  interesting 
events  to  be  recorded,  could  not  fail  to  be 
grently  disadvanlat^eous  to  the  student  :  yet, 
to  bring  into  the  History  such  a  mass  of  legal 
pioce-.-uuigs,  which  admitted  of  little  abridg- 
ment, was,  for  several  reasons,  not  to  be 
lii^ught  of.    I,  therefore,  resolved  to  form 
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them  into  a  separate  Work,  te  be  published 
during  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  man- 
ner, as  to  paper  and  print,  with  the  Parlia- 
mentary Histoiy. 

Besifles  the  consideration  of  uniformity, 
there  were  otheis  which  had  great  weight 
in  til  is  determination.  The  State  Trials  are 
now  to  be  found  only  in  an  edition  oi  Eleven 
Vol.umes  in  folio,  a  form  so  unvvieldy  that  it 
is  impossible  they  should  ever  be  much  read, 
to  say  nothing  of  their  incomplete  state,  or 
of  the  expense;  which  latter  alone,  owing 
to  the  scarceness  of  even  this  imperfect  edi- 
tion, must  be  a  serious  obstacle  to  general 
circulation.  So  that  this  Work,  though  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  the  kwyer  and  the  pro- 
fessed politician,  very  curious,  interesting, 
and  instructive,  in  ilself,  and,  in  a  high 
degree,  illustrative  of  the  legal,  political, 
and  constitutional  history  of  the  country,  is 
to  be  met  with  in  but  very  few  private 
libraries,  those  of  counsellors  and  solicitors 
not  excepted.  The  mere  reduction  of  size, 
from  the  unmanageable  Iblio  of  former  edi- 
tions to  that  of  the  royal  octavo,  double 
page,  which  unites  economy  with  conve- 
nience, -will,  in  ilself,  be  no  inconsiderable 
improvement.  But,  the  proposed  edition 
will  possess  the  following  additional  advan- 
tages :  ].  The  series  will  commence  more 
than  two  hundred  years  before  the  time  of 
the  earliest  transaction  noticed  in  the  former 
editions.  Many  very  impoitant  Trials  and 
curious  matters,  omitted  in  the  former  edi- 
tions, though  occurring  within  the  period 
which  those  editions  embrace,  will  be 
supplied;  and  the  .series  will  be  contiimed 
down  t(j  the  present  time  :  2.  IMnny  useless 
repetitions,  ceremonials,  &c.  will  be  omit- 
ted, but  every  Trial  will  be  scrupulously 
preserved:  3.  Many  nniiieaning  and  unin- 
structive  pleadings  will  be  omitted  j  yet  all 
those,  which  are  either  curiocs  in  them- 
selves;, or  upon  which  any  (|uestion  arose, 
will  i.'e  careluUy  retained  :  4.  The  different 
•irlicl.o,  relative  to  each  case,  will  be  placed 
together,  so  that  the  trouble  of  frequent 
r--tererres  backw.irds  and  forwards,  attend-, 
ing  a  jieiusal  of  (he  former  editions,  will  b» 
a\(iidtd  ;  and,  where  references  from  one 
pavtol  the  Work  to  another  necessarily  occur, 
the  paging  of  the  presoni  Work  will  alone  be 
i"e.q,irded  ;  so  that  the  confusion  arising  from 
the  various  pagings  of  the  former  editions 
will,  in  no  case,  ari:ie  to  teaze  and  retard 
the  reador ;  5.  The  Trials,  instead  of  being 
placed  in  the  vexatious  disorder  of  the  for- 
mer editii^ns,  will  stand  in  one  regular  chro- 
nological succession,  unless  where  a  different 
arrangement  shall  be  dictatad  by  some  spe- 
cial  reason  j  as,  for  inbtanee,  where  mora 
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Trials  than  ons  concern  the  same  p  irty,  or 
the  snme  trnnsiiction  ;  for,  in  such  cases,  it 
may  snmetimeshe  thought  advisenble  to  brerik 
through  the  order  of  time,  for  the  sake  of 
exhibiting  togetiier  all  the  particulars  relating 
to  the  same  matter  or  ihe  same  person  : 
6.  Brief  historical  notices  of  the  conspicuous 
pc^rsons  mentioned  in  the  Work,  or  refer- 
ences to  pnh'i'^hed  accounts  of  them,  will 
be  occasionally  inserted  :  7.  Where  [)uints 
of  law  arise,  references  will  be  nuiiie  to 
tho^e  parts  of  (he  Law  Digests,  or'iVealises 
on  Criminal  J/iw,  in  which  the  princip!"s 
and  cases,  rel '.ting  to  such  points,  are  laid 
down,  or  collected  :  S.  In  like  manner, 
reference's  will  be  made  to  my  Parliamentary 
History  for  any  Parliamentary  Proceedings 
connected  with  any  Trial,  and  to  any  other 
work  calculated  to  elucidate  any  part  of  this 
Collection  of  Trials  :  y.  Some  Trials  before 
Coiirts  Martial,  but  those  only  of  the 
greatest  importance  and  most  general  inter- 
est, and  illustrative  of  the  history  of  the 
times,  will  be  preserved  in  this  work  : 
10.  To  each  volume  there  will  be  pn^tised 
a  full  ;md  clear  Table  of  Contents  ;  and  in 
the  last  Volume  there  will  be  a  General 
Index  to  the  whole  Work,  so  complete  that 
I  hope  it  will  be  f(,nnd  to  leave  nothing  of 
any  importance  difficult  to  be  referred  to. 

It  is  computed,  that  the  Eleven  Volumes 
of  the  last  edition  of  the  State  Trials  will 
be  comprized  in  Nine  Volumes  of  the  New 
Edition,  and  that  the  Additional  Matter  to 
bring  the  Work  down  to  the  pre-ent  titiie, 
will  make  three  Volumes  more.  The  whole 
Work,  therefore,  will  consist  of  Twelve 
very  large  Volunies.  The  paper  and  print 
will  be,  in  every  respect,  similar  to  those  of 
the  Parliamentary  History.  In  the  mode  of 
publication  only  therewillbe  this  difference 3 
that,  while  the  History  is  published  in 
Volumes,  the  Trials  will  be  published  in 
Parts,  one  Part  coming  out  on  the  first  day 
of  every  month,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Magazines  and  other  monthly  publications; 
and  will,  like  those  publications,  be  sold  by 
all  the  Booksellers,  Law-Stationers,  and 
Newsmen  in  the  kingdom.  Three  Parts 
will  make  a  volume,  and  it  will  be  optional 
with  the  Subscribers,  to  take  the  Parts  sepa- 
rately, or  quarterly  to  take  the  Volumes 
bound  in  boards,  in  a  way  exactly  similar  to 
that  of  the  History. 

For  me  to  pretend  to  undertake,  unassist- 
ed, a  Work  of  this  sort,  which,  to  execute 
well,  requires  the  pen  of  a  person  notonlv 
possessed  of  great  Itgal  knowledge',  but  also 
well  versed  in  the  history  of  the  law,  would 
be  great  presumption.  Without  such  assist- 
ance the  Wwrk   was  not   to  be  thought  of 


for  a  moment;  and,  1  am  convinced,  that 
the  verv  first  Part  will  satlsty  the  read'^r, 
that  it  lias  not  been  undertaken  without 
means  of  every  kind  sufHcicnt  to  carry  it  on 
to  a  ccniclusion,  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
matter  so  generally  interesting  and  highly 
important  In  the  publication  of  the  Hisr 
tory,  I  relied  upon  the  sound  sense  of  the 
public,  rather  than  upon  the  prevailing  lite- 
rary taste  of  the  limes  :  and  from  the  suc- 
cess of  that  work,  I  am  convinced  that  suc- 
cess will  attend  ihis  also.  I  am  convinced, 
that  ;iiere  are  readers,  and  readers  enough, 
who  wish  to  know,  from  authentic  sources, 
what  the  facts  of  our  history  are  ;  how  our 
government  really  was  admimstered  hereto- 
fore ;  what  sort  or  men  ourfbrefathers  r>'ally 
were,  and  how  they  renllij  acted  5  and  who 
will  not  be  satisfied  v.'ith  the  vague  notions 
which  alone  can  be  collected  from  historical 
magic  lam  horns,  like  that  of  Hume  for 
instance,  in  which  no  one  single  object  is 
plainU'  or  di^stinctly  presented  to  us,  but 
where  a  multitude  of  images  are  made 
rapidly  and  contusedly  to  pass  before  our 
eyes,  distorted  and  discoloured  according  to 
the  taste  of  the  showman. 

Nov.  20,  ISOS.  W.  COBBETT. 

*:f*  The  First  Part  will  be  published  on 
Monday  the  2d  of  January,  1 6O9  ;  and  as  the 
nutnber  of  copies  of  the  succeeding  parts 
must,  of  course,  be  regulated  by  the  degree 
of  success  that  can  reasonably  be  counted 
upon,  Subscribers  are  respectfully  requested 
to  send  in  their  Names  as  ea.lv  as  possible. 

The  Work  will  be  published  by  R.  Bag- 
shaw,  Brvdges  Street,  Covent  Garden  ; 
and  will  be  sold  by  J.  Eudd,  Pall-Mailj  J. 
Faulder,  New  Bond  Street;  H.  D,  Sy- 
monds,  Paternoster  Row  ;  Black,  Parry,- and 
Kingsbury,  Leadenhall  Street;  J.  Archer, 
Dublin  ;  and  by  every  Bookseller,  Law- 
Stationer,  and  Newsman  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

CoUKTS    OF    InSUIRY. 

Sir, — The  ob'^ervations  of  Major  Cart- 
wright  at  the  Middlesex  county  meeiing,  as 
given  in  the  Times  of  yesterday,  to  shew 
that  courts  of  inquiry  are  not  only  illegal, 
but  political  weapons  which  are  dangerous 
to  the  constitution,  having  thrown  new  light 
on  the  conduct  of  ministers  relative  to  the 
transactions  in  Portugal,  it  is  now  to  be 
hoped  the  intended  course  of  pr(;cceding 
will  be  changed  to  that  which  is  alone  con- 
sistent with  the  administration  of  justice. 
The  case  is  one  that  admits  of  no  possible 
doubt;  the  law  !■;  plain  :  the  patli  to  be  wnked 
in  perfectly  straight.  There  can  be  no  devia- 
tion  without  criiAinai  design.     An  act  so 
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atrociou.i  as  lo  have  shocked  ihe  whole   na- 
tion, and  given  cause  of  deep  dis->;ili.s(nction 
to  our  allies,  has  been   perpetrated  in  open 
day,  in   tlie  presence  of  two  armies,  in  the 
face  of  Europe.      The   nation   demands  a 
trial,    and  justice.     '  You   are   premature," 
says  tiie  minister,  '  you  prejudge  the  parties 
concerned,    but  you  shall    have   "  due   in- 
fjuiri/."  '     "  Due  inqidrii,"  Sr,  is  legal  in- 
quini ;  and,  by  tlie  converse  of  the  propo- 
sition, tliat    which    is   nol   logal  inquiry,  is 
NOT  "due  inquiry."     It  is  in  the  moutii 
of  every  despicn!-,k3  quibbler,'  that  calling  the 
Armistic.i  and  Convention  a  cricne.  is  to  pre- 
judge.    If  to  accuse,  be  to  prejirJge,  and  on 
that  account  is  not  to  be  listened  to,  how   is 
any  criminal  to  be  brouglu  to  justice  ?     Ac- 
icording  to  this  doctrine,  I  may  see  one  man 
kill  another,  and  ct/jpfzjen^/y  without  autho- 
rity, without  aocouip'.ices,  Nvithout  provoca- 
tion, but  I  am  not  to  accuse  him  of  murder, 
because  that    is   prejuuging.     He  may  b.ave 
been  doing  his  duty,  or  actmg  under  a  leg'.l 
puthority,  or  on  seli'-Joteuce.     Is  such  rea- 
eoning  to  prevail,  atui  the  trial  of  crimes  to 
be  slaved,    until   guilt   is   iirst   proved?    or 
what  else  is  the  meaning  of  this  quibbling  ? 
— Thai  I  might  not.  Sir,  be  mi-jled  by  the 
assertions  of  the  Major,  I  have  consulted  llie 
authorities  he  quoted,    namely,  Biackstor.e 
and  the  Mutiny  Act,  and  tind  him  perfectly 
correct.     Elackslone,  b  3,  c.  3,  says,  "  the 
*'  LAW  hath  appointed  a  prodigious  varie- 
"  tvofcouT'S," — "  all  these  in  their  turns 
''  will  be  taken  notice  of  i'.i   then*  proper 
"  places,"  which  he  accordingly  performs. 
The  Mutiny  Act  now  in  exisience,  herein 
copying,   as  I   believe,    the  very  words  of 
every  preceding  .mnliny  act,  §.31,  snys, — 
"  for  bringing  offenders  against  such  articles 
"  of  war  to  justice,  it  shall  be  lim'ful   for 
"  his  Majesty  to  erect  and  constitute  courts 
"  martial,  with  pov/er  to  try,  hea'-,  and  de- 
"  termliae,  any  crimes  or  offences  by  such 
"  articles  of  w.\r,  and  to  infiict,  ^:v.."     But 
the  act  no   wlierc  savs  "  it  shall  le  harj'ul 
*'  for  his  Majesty  to  erect  and  constitute"^" — 
courts   of  iiujuhy ;  in   wiiich  neither  mem- 
bers nor  witnesses  arc  to  be  upon  oath,  in 
which  a  wime.vs   may  or  may  not  answer  a 
question,  at   his  pleasure,  and  before  which 
110  person  can  be  brought  as  a  witness,  un- 
less he  think  fit  to  altend,  and  the  summons 
to  which  even  the  accused  may  treat  with 
contempt.     The  Unu,  Sir,  has  not  done  any 
thing  80  abaurd  and  monstrous  as  all  thi.i.  And 
shall,  then,  anv  minister  tie  permitttxl  to  do 
so  absurd  and  monstrous   a  thing   ivithout 

latv  9 Now,  Sir,  let  us  see  who  are  the 

prejudgers.     An  innocent  officer  is  accused 
of  a  very  boiious  crime^  which,  being  at- 
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tended  with  some  nice  and  ditrieult  circum-" 
stances,  nothing  short  of  the  powers  of  a  re- 
gular court,  With  full  authority  for  compel- 
ling attendance,  and  all  tha  powers  of  law 
over  witnesses.,  can  uxtract  t!ie  inuh,  and 
give  the  party  his  acquittal.  If  such  a  party 
is  lo  be  called  before  such  a  mock  tribunal 
as  I  have  described,  and  there,  for  the  want 
of  due  means  of  legal  investigation,  is 
judged  a  proper  subject  for  trial  before  a 
court  martial,  will  this  circumstance  have 
no  effect  to  iiis  prejudice  ?  Is  not  this  a  cruel 

prejudging   of    his   case? How,    again, 

may  it  be.  in  the  case  of  a  guilty  perso'i  ? 
May  not  niceties  and  dltKculties  in  rhe  case 
so  embarrass  the  members  of  a  '•  cnurt  of 
inquiry,"'  conscious  of  the  extreine  de- 
fects of  their  appointment  iii  all  it.s  parts, 
and  not  bound  by  the  sanction  of  an  oath 
to  administer  justice,  when  attended  wiilj 
severity,  that  they  may  not  venture  to 
say  the  accused  person  ought  to  be  put 
upon  his  trial?  And  would  not  this  be  a 
prejudging  favourable  to'guih?  To  pre- 
judge,  is  to  pronounce  upon  any  act,  as  to 
its  being  criminal  or  not  criminal,  bcfure  it 
h.as  been  decided  on  by  the  proper  court  of 
law.  To  accuse,  and  to  pronounce  upon, 
are  very  distinct  things.  But  nHni>lers 
sharply  rebuke  tiiose  who  only  accuse,  and 
call  ic  prejuai>iug ;  while  they  themselves 
first  asiume  the  arbitrary  power  of  inter- 
posing, between  accusation  and  trial,  an  ab- 
surd and  monstrous  species  of  tribunal, 
vvliich  it  is  NOT  "lawful  for  bis  Majesty  to 
"  erect  and  constitute,"  and  a  tribunal 
whicii  c;:nnoc  possibly  do  otherwise  than 
prej'tdge  the  Cf\«ti  at  issue.  Ls  this,  Sir,  to 
be  endured  r  if  tlie  nation  con  tamely  suffer 
itself  to  be  thus  insulted,  I  will  not  siiy  it 
is  prepared  for  slavery,  but  it  is  already  en- 
slaved,   for   none   but  slaves  could  si.enlly 

submit   to   such    indigniiy. To  make 'a 

shew  of  impartialit'/,  and  to  ward  off  from 
themselves  the  suspicion  of  pnching  a  court 
for  skreening  tlieir  colleagues,  ministers  ara 
said  to  have  put  upon  their  court  of  inquiry 
a  certain  noble  lord,  and  to  have  ordered 
tliat  the  court  shall  be  an  op?;// court.  But, 
Sir,  wbeii  a  court  is  nol  only  illegal,  but  of 
the  ministers'  sole  nppoinlmenl,  J  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  how  it  can  be  olherwis-rs  de- 
scribed, than  as  a  packed  court:  and  is  not 
a  p.K'ked  court  as  odious  and  revolting  as  a 
packed  jury,  to  the  feelings  of  Englishmen  ? 
— — Now,  Sir,  those  wko  would  liken  a 
court  of  inquiry  to  a  grand  jury,  and  pre- 
tend to  recommend  it  on  that  account,  ought 
to  recollect  that  n  grand  jury  is  not  an  opeu 
court;  and  (hat  it  can  examine  no  witnesses 
but  on  the  side  of  (he  prosecution.     Here, 
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Sir,  are  new  dl!einm;if5,  Wiir  ministers 
venture,  in  these  p^iticulars,  to  a'dliL-re  to 
the  practice  of  giiiod  juries  ;  and  to  direct 
tiieir  court  to  t.'ke  tin?  pK-<i,a».inaiion  of  every 
witness  on  the  si^e  of  the  prosecution  who 

shall  presejit  hiraself  ? Should  they  take 

this  courses  any  indignant  EnglLsljinan  m&y 
dfmarid  adniittiujce^lo  their  f;>r<^,seiijce,  wjth 
the  Gazette  in  hisjinnd,  containing  the  three 
docameni-.,  .signed  l.)y  Sir  iVfrihur  \VeI]e>ley, 
Sir  Hew  Dulryoiple,  and  Sir  Cnaries  Cot-. 
tan,  containing  the  Araiistice,  and  the  two 
parts  of  ihe  Gouvjsntion.  The^ccusation  of 
those  ofVicrrs  is,  for  having  signed  those  docu- 
ments and  carried  the  couditious  of  theoi  into 
exc-cntion.  li  is  no  matter  whether  the  qir- 
cum^tai-ces  whix^h  the  accused  persons  have 
to  bring  out  upon  tlKiir  tiials  before  a  court 
inarrial  will,  or  wii!  not  ejiculpate  the.u ; 
all  thni  s  legally  i)ex;essary  for  putting  then) 
up(.)n  their  iriajs  is,  to  prove  that  they  are 
the  persons  who  signed  and  acted  upon  those 
documents  If  th?  court  should  hai'e  any 
doub's^.f  lho.->e  facts,  they  must  call  tor  the 
origiiials.  and  for  the  proofj  of  the  signa- 
tures. If,  in  the  coroner's  phrase,  there 
have  been  accessaries  or  accon^plices  among 
persons  ^ijihnnivn,  that  may  come  out  in  evi- 
dence;  and  then,  in  my  judgment,  it  will 
be  time  enough  ,to  talk  of  parliamentary  in- 
quines  ii.'Co  this  business.  At  present,  we 
have  only  to  do  with  the  three  persons, 
who,  by  their  a'-isent,  under  their  own 
hands,  have  m:Kle  themselves  eitlier  princi- 
pals or  accessaries. Is  any  .special  plciider 

in  th-.s  case  tp  attempt  talking  the  nation  out 
©fits  senses,  by  denying  tliat  there  has  been 
any  criminality  at  ad,  and  maintaining  that 
criminality  in  those  acts  ma^tjirst  be  proved, 
before  those  who  performed  them  can  be 
brought  to  trial  ?  I,  on  the  contrary,  main- 
tain, that  there  is  ciiminality  on  the  face  of 
those  acts,  a  criminality  that  has  shocked 
and  stunned  the  whole  nation,  and  that  it  is 
fit  those  officers  should  disprove  the  accusa- 
tion, or  sufi'er  ihe  punishment  due  to  them. 
It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  pjilitary  law.  in 
its  nature  and  priucipje?,  is  of  necessiity  of 
greater  strijtness  and  seventy,  and  properly 
so,  than  the  comiuon  law  of  ttje  land.  It  is 
also  to  be  recollected,  (hat  cowardice,  which 
at  common  law  is  no  Ciime  at  gll,  isj  by  mi- 
litary lav/,  and  very  properly,  a  heinous 
crime,  and  linble  to  capital  punishment.  It 
is  hkev/ise  to  be  recollected,  that,  although 
want  of  judgment,  or  even  imprudence,  in 
a  man's  civil  conduct  in  his  private  affairs  is 
no  crime,  yet  for  a  m.ilitaiy  commander 
even  to  err  in  his  judgment,  or  to  misma- 
nage the  force  entrusted  to  him,  is,  more  or 
leaSj    according   to  circumstances,  criminal 


and  punishable.  And  it  is  right  it  should  be 
so.  No  man  ought-to  arrive  at,  or  to  ac- 
cept, the  command  of  a  fleet  or  an  army, 
without  profescional  judgment  and  skill. 
Ilis  situation  remiires  tlvese  qualities.  He  is 
paid  for  exercising  these  qualities  in  the  ser- 
vLcp  of  his  c<ji^ntry.  It  was  more  from  a 
wa;it  ,of  these  .qualities,  than  from  any  proof 
of  gov.'ardice,  that  Admiral  Ryng  was  sen- 
tenced to  die.  Un-oflicer-like  conduct,  in 
point  of  skill,  was  one  of  Sir  Hi'gh  Pallis- 
.ser'.s  charges  against  Admiral  ^eppel  j  and 
for  au_  imputed  misconduct,  by  Sir  Robert 
-Calder,  in  his  man oe^.uv re's,  tencling  rather 
to  cover  and  .secure  the  two  line-of-battle 
ships  be  had  taken,  than  to  hazard  their  loss 
again  by  attending  to  nothing  but  how  he 
should  get  asain  iato  action  with  the  enemy^ 
that  th>it  gallant,  and  I  must  needs  think 
very  judicious  officer,  was  sentenced  -to  a 
grievous  humiliatiGn.  It  may,.  Sir,  be  di- 
gressing frorn  the  point  immediately  in  hand, 
to  say  more  on  th.e  case  of  Sir  Robert  Cal- 
der, whose  person  I  never  s.iw  but  once  in 
my  life,  and  with  whom  I  have  not  the 
smallest  connection  ;  but  I  so  warmly  feel 
the  injury  which  in  my  mind  was  done  him, 
that  I  cannot  but  remark,  that  the  very  con- 
duct for  which  he  was  reprimanded,  was  the 
very  conduct  enjoined  by  the  immortal  Nel- 
son to  the  commanders  under  him,  in  a 
paper  written  the  evening  befoie  the  battle 
of  Trafalgar.  In  that  paper,  presuming 
that  in  the  approaching  action  some  of  the 
enemy's  ships  might  be  captured,  while  a 
part  of  the  hostile  fleet  might  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  attempt  their  recapture,  he  particu- 
larly instructed  his  commanders,  in  writing, 
by  way  of  precaution  in  case  of  bis  own  tall, 
to  make  tlie  security  and  protedioti  of  iheir 
prizes  the  first  object  of  I  heir  attention.  Sir 
Robert  Calder  not  only  did  this  efiectually, 
but  in  a  masterly  and  most  officer-like  man- 
ner, parried  the  enemy's  attempts  at  re.ich- 
ing  those  ports  where  he  must  have  been 
joined  by  a  strength  that  would  have  given 
him  a  resistless  superiority.  For  this  con- 
duct. Sir  Robert  experienced  a  h.irsh  sen- 
tence, and  has  nev*er  since  been  emploved; 
although,  as  Major  C.  observed  at  Hackney, 
the  ships  he  tojk  were  not  returned  to 
France  with  drums  beating,  colours  flying, 
and  sixty  rounds  of  ammuiiition  ;  but  were 
conducted   to  an   English    port,    and    their 

crews  to  an   English  prison. To  return, 

however,  from  this  digiession:  while  con~ 
sidering  our  military  law,  it  is  ve.ry  plain, 
that  there  ought  not  to  be  one  measure  for  a 
sea  officer  and  another  for  a  land  officer ;  and 
yet  it  is  well  known,  that  any  com.miisioc  of- 
ficer co:£imanding  a  vessel,  from  a  tii'ot  sue  19 
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a  gun-brig,  luho  loses  the  savie,  wheiher  with 
glory  or  dishonour,  whether  by  his  fault  or 
his  misfortune,  whether  in  fight  or  bv  ship 
wreck,    ynust  he  tried  ly  a  court- in nrlial. 
And  is  not  this  inviiriabic  rule  of  the  sc?rvice 

most  proper,  and  most  adiiiirab'e? 1  Ibr- 

gct  to  remiirk  before,  that  criniinahtv,  in 
military  law,  attaches  to  whatever  is  liisho 
nouratic  ;  and  not  merely  in  a  moral  sense; 
for  whether  nn  officer  shoulu  coin;nit  a  felo- 
ny, or  should  habiiu.'ill)'-  get  drunk  with 
blackguards  in  a  night-cellar,  or  should  suf- 
fer himself  to  be-  kicked  in  the  open  streets, 
or  should  sign,  eiilKT  as  a  besieger  or  a  be- 
sieged, a  shameful  capitulatirn,  bringing 
disgrace  on  the  arms  of  his  country,  he 
would  be  alike  punishable  for  such  conduct 
zs  dishoiiournhle.  Shall  then.  Sir,  the  naval 
comnoander  of  the  smallest  gun  brig,  who 
shall  lose  the  same,  merely  for  that  act, 
whether  blameable  or  meritorious,  be  in- 
evitably, as  a  regular  rule  of  the  service, 
brought  to  a  couitmartir.l:  and  shall  il  for 
a  moment  be  a  qviestion,  whether  generals 
who  liave  signed  such  a  capitulation  as  that 
of  Cintra,  which  has  blasted  cur  laurels,  dis- 
graced our  arms,  injured  our  allies,  and  fa- 
voured the  enemy  beyond  whitever  is  on  re- 
cord, shall,  or  shall  not,  be  brought  to  trial  ? 

From  the  reference  made  at    Hackney 

to  theca  esof  Keppel  and  Calder,  and  com- 
paring them  with  the  audacious  attempt  to 
skreen  Sir  Arthur  VVellesley,  it  is  high  time 
that  this  illegal,  unconstitutional,  and  mis- 
chievous engine  of  a  discretionary  court  of 
inquiry,  to  be  interposed  as  a  conductor  for 
dissipating  the  lightnings  of  national  indigna- 
tion, only  when  a  minister  has  a  friend  to 
protect,  onhj  when  political  purposes  and 
corrupt  interests  are  to  be  served,  should  be 
wrested  from  the  hands  that  are  so  daringly 

using   it,  and  destroyed  for  ever. This 

ministerial  expedient  of  a  court  of  inquiry 
for  saving  a  colleague,  may  perhaps  remind 
you  of  a  circumstance  thar  happened  in  the 
case  of  Byng.  In  sight  of  the  enemy  he 
called  a  council  oftvar,  and  the  consequence 
was,  there  was  no  battle.  Soon  afterwards, 
as  Flash  and  FriH'le,  on  the  stage,  were  at 
high  words,  and  clapping  their  hnnds  to 
their  swords,  the  J-idy  present  cried  out, 
*  I>ord,  lord,  what  shall  I  do  to  prevent 
their  fighting  ?'  upon  which  an  honest  tar  in 
the  gallery  bawled  out,  '  call  a  council  of 
war.'  I'hus  our  war  minister  cries  out, 
'  lord,  lord,  what  shall  I  do  to  prevent  a 
trial?"  to  which  the  valiant  landsman  who 
erst  proposed  a  march  to  Paris,  replies, — 

'  call  a  court  oj  inquiry: One  word.  Sir, 

if  you  please,  on  calling  upon  the  king  to 
assemble /)fr/ia:7/e7j^,  for  inquiring  into  the 
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buMuess  of  Cintra.  In  this  call,  nothing 
can  I  recognizi?  but  the  voice  o(  faction.  It 
insinuates  that  the  blame  does  not  re^t  with 
our  military  commander-,  l-ul  with  winis- 
ters.  I  see  no  ground,  at  present,  for  any 
such  insinuation.  Ministers,  as  well  :is  the 
nation,  were  taken  by  surprize,  as  (o  the 
existence  of  a  hope  tiiat  Spain  and  Portr.gal 
could  possibly  be  saved  from  the  gr'pe  of 
France,  since  which  I  cannot  liut  prnise  their 
exertions  for  meeting  France  on  ih:-.t  theatre. 
Ready  as  I  am  to  condemn  their  illegal,  un- 
constitutional, and  corrupt  conduct  for  .sa- 
ving the  man  on  whon  depends  the  twelve 
votes,  yet  where  /  see  no  ilame,  I  will  not 
even  insinnate  accusation .  If  a  rash  indivi- 
dual of  inordinate  ambition,  who  well  knew 
all  the  combinations  of  their  council  and 
plans  for  reducing  Junot,  were  so  eager  to 
snatch  fVom  his  superiors  the  wreath  of  vic- 
tory, that  h  '  would  not  allow  time  for  those 
combinations  to  operate,  nor  fir  the  whole 
force  destined  for  Portugal  to  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  enemy,  it  is  extremely  illibe- 
ral to  impute  consequences  to  ministers, 
which,  as  I  conceive,  are  imputable  to  hitn 
alone.  So  far  as  I  can  judge,  they  had  fur- 
nished ainple  means  for-etfecting,  by  right 
management,  the  reduction  of  Junot,  to  a 
surrender  at  discretion  ;  and  those,  in  whose 
hands  those  means  failed  of  accomplishi^ig 
the  object  which,  in  Porug.al,  was  the  end 
proposed,  ought  to  be  first  brought  to  trial  be- 
fore we  look  farther.— 1  have  another  objec- 
tion to  the  calling  oi  par  I  undent  for  inquiring 
into  the  conduct  of  ministers.  Parliament  is 
too  well  read  in  Scripture  to  expose  itself  to 
the  rebuke  of,  '  Thou  hypocrite,  first  cast 
out  the  beam  out  of  thine  ow  n  eye ;  and  then 
thou  shalr  see  clearly  to  cast  out  the  mote 
out  of  thy  brother's  eye." — No !  no  !  its 
'■'  brother  "  is  safe  enough  from  inquiry,  un- 
til the  arrival  of  that  great  constitutional  re- 
novation, which  you,  Mr.  Cobbett,  have 
from  time  to  time,  foretold  was  ajiproach- 
ing.  We  may  have  factious  attacks,  and 
factious  defences,  w^e  may  have  hostile  mo- 
tions and  bitter  speeches,  we  may  have  com- 
mittees and  commissions,  and  we  may  have 
piles  of  reports  as  high  as  Pclion  or  Ossa,  but 
until  this  renovation  shall  take  place,  we 
shall  not  see  a  minister  really  called  to  ac- 
count by  a  parliament,  nor  any  department 
of  the  state  swept  of  its  corruptions. — Mar- 
vel.— Paluce'Yard,  I3th  Xov.  1808. 
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.Mr  CoBBi-TT, — The  active   and  decisive 

part  which  }ou  have  taken   in   the  question 

of  addressing  the  king  for   an   investigation 

into  the  causes  which   ltd  to  the   Portugal 
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Convention,  leaves  no  doubt,  but.  the  result 
of  the  meeting,  held  yesterday  for  thecounty 
of  Stati'ord,  will  become  a  subject  of  your 
animadversion.  Of  thnt  result  the  news- 
paper reports  will  give  you  an  accurate 
detail.  But  I  conceive  that  you  must  be 
strangely  puzzled  to  account  for  the  unani- 
mity w'.iich  prevailed  at  ihe  meeting,  after 
reading  the  names  attached  to  the  requisi- 
tion, without  so  ne  clew  to  guide  your 
judgment.  It  is  my  oSject  to  give  you  that 
clew  ;  or  rather,  by  a  statement  of  facts 
npon  which  you  irunj  depeinl,  t)  discover  to  i 
you  the  motives  which  actuated  those 
staunch  friends  of  constitutional  doc^,rincs, 
the  requisitionists,  to  assert  their  privileges, 
and  display  their  indcbendent  principles, 
upon  this  occasion. — On  the  24th  day  of 
October  last,  a  copy  of  a  requisition  was 
sent  to  the  high  sheriiF  of  this  county  by 
Mr.  Blount.  The  sherifl-',  in  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  the  same,  wrote  'hat  he  could 
have  no  possible  objection  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  the  requisitionists  to  call  a 
n5eeting  of  the  county  ;  and  begged  that 
the  original  requisition  might  be  transmitted 
to  him  as  his  voucher  ;  and  which  indeed 
■was  necessary  to  produce,  and  be  read  at 
the  opening  of  the  meeting.  Upon  this, 
Mr.  Wolseley  and  Mr.  Blount  waited  on 
the  sheriff,  and  told  him,  that  they  had  no 
requisition  signed  individually,  but  read 
various  CKtraots  of  lelters  which  authorized 
them  to  subscribe  the  names  of  several 
Hoblemen  and  gentlemen,  and  alleged  that 
they  had  verbal  authority  for  the  rest.  They 
declined  giving  up  the  letters,  but  had  no 
hesitation  to  sign  an  authority  for  the  sherift', 
which  they  accordingly  did. — A  day  was 
fixed  for  the  meeting,  and  the  requisition 
was  published  in  the  Staffordshire  Advertiser 
in  the  form  in  which  they  signed  it. — To  the 
surprize  of  every  one,  in  the  pape^f  of  the 
week  following,  immediately  under  the  re- 
quisiti,:)n,  appeared  a  remonarative  letter  to 
the  sheriti'  from  Mr.  Wolseley;  and^a 
protest  from  the  Marquis  of  Staiiijrd  who 
declined  attending  the  meeting  on  the 
ground  that  the  requisition  was  published  in 
an  "  irregular  and  unprecedented  manner." 
—Now,  Mr.  Cobbett,  I  lo.^k-  upon  it  that 
the  zeal  of  the  noble  marquis  in  the  cause 
pf  his  "  insulted  and  degraded  country" 
is  not  of  that  description  which  will  urge 
him  to  die  a  martyr  in  its  cause  ;  when,  up- 
on the  plea  of  a  trifling  informality  (which, 
by  the  way,  I  do  not  adinit  existed),  he  coVild 
withdraw  his  support  from  a  measure  to 
which  he  had  attached  such  important  re- 
sults. He  m'ght  have  found  a  better  ex- 
ample, Mr,  Cobbett,  in  the  proceedings  of 
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the  Hampshire  meeting  ;  but  the  example 
I  allude  to,  he  would,  be  assured,  have 
called  "  irregular,"  as  it  is  certai/dy  '*  un- 
*'  precedented."  It  must  he  admitted,  how- 
ever, that  his  lordship's  sa:^acity.  upon  this 
occasion,  is  entitled  to  commendation,  as  I 
can  a.^rm  that  no  person  in  this  county- 
would  have  been  able  to  discover,  much  less 
to  notice,  the  irregularity  complained  of,  if 
his  lordship  had  not  kindly  condescended  to 
point  it  out. — But  this  w.vs  not  the  true 
reason  of  the  noble  marquis's  defection. 
The  secret  raaj't  bi*  told,  though  I  am  afraid, 
Mr.  Cubbett,  that  it  will  be  as  unpleasant 
for  you  to  hear,  as  it  was  galling  to  the  noble 
marquis  to  discover.  The  fact  is,  that  the 
universal  opinion  of  the  people  of  this 
county,  freeholders  and  olh:^rs,  i-!,  that  an 
address  to  his  m;ijesty  for  the  pur^jCises  men- 
tioned in  the  requisition  is  not,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  necessary.  it  was 
this  conviction,  which  reached  his  ear  very- 
soon  after  the  publication  of  the  requisition, 
that  induced  the  Marquis  of  Stafford,  to 
think  that  he  acted  precipitaiely ;  and  he 
would  have  given  -  (yes ;  depend  upon  it) 
— he  would  have  given  one  or  two  of  his  best 
pictures  that  he  had  not  signed  that  cursed 
requisition  ! — His  pride  could  not  bear  the 
idea  of  the  shameful  defeat  that  awaited  him 
in  his  own  county,  and  even  by  his  own 
adherents  ;  much  less  could  it  bear  the  idea 
of  submitting  to  the  frank  acknowledgement 
of  the  truth. — Mark,  then,  to  what  meanness 
pride  is  reduced.  Rather  than  manfully 
come  forward  and  avow  his  sentiments,  and 
support  the  opinion  he  had  so  strongly  word- 
ed in  the  requisition, — which,  belt  known, 
was  drawn  up  under  his  immediate  inspec- 
tion at  Trentham, — rather  than  do  this,  the 
Marquis  of  Stafford  chose  to  .eeize  upon  an 
Old-B:d!ey-like  quibble,  and  ac  all  hazards 
to  abandon  the  object  whicii  appeared  to 
him  so  essential  to  the  future  welfare  of  the 
country.  Like  the  very  general,  who  were 
the  ostensible  cause  oi  the  lequisition,  he 
withdrev,'  from  the  field,  and  suffered  the 
enemy  to  dictate  his  own  terms. — After 
this  desertion  of  a  principal  leader  of  the 
requisition  force,  others  of  inteiior  quality 
complained  that  their  names  had  been  sub- 
scribed upon  very  slight  authority,  and 
without  their  beiirg  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  requisition  to  be  made;  and 
one  gentleman,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
report,  thiough  the  medium  of  a  friend, 
from  the  hustings,  actually  denied  having 
given  any  authority  at  all,  for  his  name. 
Atid  here  one  cannot  held  remarking  the 
iudicious  precaution  of  the  sherilF  in  ad- 
hering to   the   usual  maimer  of  publishing 
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the  requisition  from  an  authenticated  ori- 
ginal.— In  sjite,  however,  of  the  alleged 
informality,  and  the  noble  marquis's  protest, 
the  meeting  was,  not  only  very  numerous, 
but  highly  respectable.  But  net  one  man 
of  tliose  viho;ie  names  appeared  to  the 
requisition,  came  forward  to  avow  their 
si;^naturcs,  or  to  propose  an  address  :  al- 
thougli  Sir  Robert  La-.vley,  Mr.  Wolscley, 
and  jNIr.  Blount,  were  in  the  town  of 
Stafford  during  the  meeting,  and  it  was 
believed  fully  prepared  to  do  so  I-ord  St. 
Vincent,  who  by  his  own  acknowledgement 
came  into  the  county  for  that  express  pur- 
pose, remained  quietly  at  Stone,  about  se,- 
ven  miles  from  the  place  of  meeting.  That, 
however,  the  production  of  their  delibera- 
tions might  not  be  lost  to  the  world  ;  and 
probably'  with  a  view  or  assisting  other 
county  meetings  with  their  enlightened  and 
palriolic  principles,  they  have  published 
the  Address  which  they  meant  to  propo.-,e 
for  the  adoption  of  the  county.  For  the 
rest,  they  contented  themselves  with  present- 
ing silly  protests  against  an  informality 
which  existed  no  \\  here  but  in  their  own 
blundering  and  sneaking  conduct. — Now 
permit  me,  Mr.  Cobbett,  to  ask,  if  it  is  to 
this  sort  of  men  that  the  people  of  En  .dand 
are  to  look  up,  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
civil  and  political  rights,  and  for  the  re- 
dress of  their  many  and  crying  grievances  ; 
to  iliese  water  flies,  whose  public  spirit 
is  dami)ed  by  the  spleen  of  disTppointed 
pride,  and  whose  patriotism  is  subservient 
to  courtly  etiquette,  and  the  companion  of 
party  nwie-.  olence? — How  cisgnsting  is  their 
conduct  when  compared  to  your  own  upon  a 
similar  occasion  ; — you.wi'.oby  the  mere  dint 
of  talent  and  lirmness  carried  an  Address- 
(which  I  certainly  believe  you  did)  in  the 
face  of  rank,  wealtli,  and  probably  of  the 
powerful  stimulus  of  ministerial  influence  ! 
— What  I  have  above  stated  )'-ou  may  rely 
upon  as  truth.  I  could  enumerate  abun- 
dance of  otUer  circumstances  which  would 
serve  to  place  the  ptdiic  ipirtt  of  these  in- 
dependent  gcnllii-.ncn  in  a  proper  point  of 
view.  l''.)t  you  are  already  in  possession  of 
enough  to  enable  yon  to  deal  to  them  that 
portion  of  praise  which  their  conduct  me- 
rits, in  any  remarks  you  may  be  induced 
to  make  a|>on  the  meeting  of  this  county. 
—A.  Yj —Litchfield,  121/1  Nov.  1808. 


Brkweries. 
Sir  ; — In  your  Register  of  the  I2th  insf. 
I  was  much  pleased  with  the  perusal  of  a 
paper  signed  "  A  Hampshire  Brewer,"  the 
production  of  a  person  evidently  competent 
to   the  discusiion  of   the    subject    h«  has. 
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brought  before  the  public  :  ancj  I  have  only 
to  wish  that  the  paper  might  have  a  circula- 
tion commensurate  with   its  importance   to 
the  c.-jn;niunity.     His  general    ideas  on  the 
production  of  an  unifornply  good  and  whole- 
some malt  liquor  are  such  as  can    only  have 
been  derived  either  mediately   or   iqimedi- 
ately  from  an  extensive  practice  aided  by  a 
close  and   philosophical  course  of  observa- 
tions.    From   such  a  writer  1  am  sorry,  to 
differ  in   any  thing,  but  a  strict   regard  to 
truth,  and  especirdly  a  truth  in  which  mea 
are   practically    interested,     induces   me   to 
trouble   ycni    with  a   few  observations    on 
some  remarks   in    the  gentleman's   paper ; 
and  for  which,  I  trust,  -he  himself  will  not 
deem  it  necess.'zry   to  offer  any  further  apo- 
logy.—  It  is   stated   by   the  writer  ihr^t  ti'.a 
relative  value  of  malt,  sugar,  and  treacle -are, 
"  as  8  bushels  of  malt,  so  are    196  lbs  of 
"  sugar  or  240  lbs  of  treacle."     I  wish   the 
writer    had   furni-hed'  us   with   the  precise 
grounds  of  this  stated  ratio  of  value,  and  of 
the  method  by  which  he   formed    it.     As  it 
is,  we  are  left  to  infer,  from  other  parts  of 
his  paper,  that  his  conclusions  are  built  on 
hydi0static.1l   experiments ;    and  I  am  the 
more  inclined  to  suppose  so  from   repeated 
trials,  in  which  a  given  quantity  of  saccha- 
rine substance  put   in   solution,  when    ex- 
amined by  the  instrument,  has  not  increased 
in  density    scarcely    one  third   of  the  gross 
weight  of  the   substance  dissolved  :  a    pro- 
portion, I  believe,  that  will  nearly  correspond 
with  the  statement  v.hich  he  has   furnished 
us   with.      But    1   entertain   serious   doubts 
whether  any  instrument  we  now  have  in  use 
is  ada[)ied    to  shew  us  the    relative  value  oi 
two  musts,   the  one  prej:/ared  from  malt  and 
the   other  from   either  sugar   or   molasses. 
I\Iy  reasons  are  these  :     In  the  dxlracl  from 
malt  a  considerable   ])oriion  of  mucilage  or 
viscous  matter  is  blended  with  the  saccharine 
which  is' obtained,  while   the  extract  from 
mo!ass«s.  for  instance,  is  nearly  a  pure  sac- 
charine liquor.     Now,  as  the  action  of  any 
statical  instrument   must  be  in  proportion  to 
the  specific  gravity  of  any   liquid   on  which 
the  experiment   is  made,  it  is  evident  that 
the  spissitude  of  the  malt  extract  must   far 
exceed  that  of  the  other.     But  is  it  philoso- 
phical to  conclude  from  thence  that  the  onft 
mitsl  necessarily    be  richer   and   superior  to 
tiie   other?     1    appeal    to    the    Harrpshire 
Brewer  himself.     Does  he  consider  that   hi* 
last  wort,  which,  for  the  .sake  of  argument, 
v,e  will  suppose  to  weigh  lU  lbs  per  barrel, 
equal   in    point  of  qualiiy   to  a  one   third 
portion    of  his  fust    wort,    which   we  will 
conclude  to  v.'cigh  30  lt)s  per  barrel  ?     WJiy 
not  ?     Btv-ause,  iliough  the  Iiittcr  possejjses 
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an  abuncbnce  of  mucilage,  yet  it  possesses 
a  much  greater  proportion  ofsaccharine  also. 
It  is  with  justice  that  he  considers  "  sweet" 
as  the  basis  of  vinous  fermentation  ;  for  it  is 
very  certain,  that  the  vinosity  of  any  hquor, 
(the  fermentation  &c.  being  equal)  will  be 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  the  original 
base  which  it  possesses.  I  may  therelure  be 
allowed  to  doubt  whetiier  the  instrument 
alluded  to,  be  capable  of  that  extent  of 
application  which  is  attributed  to  it,  aud 
whether  the  value  of  the  three  sweets  he 
has  mentioned  be  correct,  I  would  be  xerj 
far  from  being  understood  as  intending  to 
depreciate  the  merits  of  the  instrument.  I 
know  its  value  too  well.  But  though  it  will 
answer  every  useful  purpose  to  a  brewer, 
where  the  extract  is  from  malt  alone,  yet 
philosophical  precision  requires  it  to  be 
stated,  that  the  one  which  is  generally  used 
cannot  with  any  very  great  propriety  of  term 
bs  called  a  "  Sacharometer."  Jf  in  a  solu- 
tion of  sweets  it  can  only  indicate  about  one 
third  of  the  value^  \ve  may  ask  v.-hat  be- 
comes of  the  remaining  tv,-o  thirds?  Are 
they  evaporated  ?  Or  do  they  remain  in  the 
liquor,  enriching  its  quality,  though  in  such 
a  rare  elastic  form  as  to  elude  the  test  of  the 
instrument  ?  I  think  the  fact  cannot  possi- 
bly be  doubted.  Mr.  Reynoldson  some- 
where speaks  of  a  friend  of  his  (I  think  a 
Mr.  Bent)  having  a  method  of  separating 
the  mucilaginous  from  the  saccharine  parts 
of  a  wort.  Could  such  a  method  be  gene- 
rally adopted,  we  then  might  have  some 
certain  data,  from  v/hich  we  might  lix  a 
scale  for  the  valuation  of  any  extract.  The 
penalty  on  the  use  of  either  sugar  or  mo- 
lasses in  the  brewery  is  too  serious  to  risk 
the  actual  employment  of  them,  tliough 
were  the  circumstances  of  the  times  to 
make  a  revision  of  the  act  expedient,  I 
think  that  they  might  be  partially  used  to 
advantage.  I  say  partially,  because,  if  used 
in  too  great  a  proportion  they  would  destroy 
the  chasacteristic  taste  and  quality  of  the 
beer  itself.  The  principal  obstacle  to  their 
use  would  be  in  the  want  of  a  proper  ap- 
paratus for  estimating  their  value.  Could 
that  be  effected,  I  should  have  little  doubt 
but  a  fair  comparison  would  evince  an  ad- 
vantage of  40  per  cent  in  a  limited  use  of 
them,  instead  of  a  loss  of  20  per  cent  ac- 
cording to  the  estimate  of  the  Hampshire 
Brewer.  And  so  far  from  deteriorating  the 
beer,  they  would  contribute  to  its  excel- 
lence, and  be  a  means  of  remedying  the 
defects  of  beer  brewed  fro,'n  inferior  and 
oulinary  malts.  But  on  the  use  of  every 
narcotic  drug,  letjust  censure  fall  in  due 
.vengeance  >  and  the  trade  perish,  that  cannot 


subsist,  but  with  the  use  of  materials,  the 
natural  tendency  of  which  is  to  bring  on 
debility  and  disease  !  Tiie  evil  has  of  lale 
been  considerably  increasing,  and  calls  for 
sonie  effort  to  avert  its  baleful  effects.  I  am 
glad  of  ihe  testimony  that  has  been  bornft 
by  this  gentleman  on  the  subject,  and  only 
regret  that  in  a  paper  of  so  m.uch  merit  any 
opinion  should  be  advanced  that  will  not 
bear  the  test  of  rigid  examination, — To  you, 
Mr.  Cobbett,  1  ov/e  an  apology  for  the  length 
of  this  letter,  but  when  I  say,  that  the 
subject  has  some  considerable  importance 
'Attached  to  it,  in  a  chemical,  as  well  as 
political  and  economical  point  of  view  j  I 
trust  that  such  a  consideration  will  be  deem- 
ed  a  -  sufficient  one,  both  to  yourself    and 

your   readers,  from    Sir,     yours,    Sec. 

Candidus. — Malton,  \5th  Nov.  ISOS. 


Right  of  Petition. 
Letter  I, 

^iRA — Your  late  letter  to  the  freeholders 
of  Hampshire,  inserted  in  your  Register  of 
the  29th  of  last  month,  is  sut^icient  to  excite 
the  vigilance,  and  arouse  the  ardour  of 
evtry  British  subject.  You  have  with 
great  propriety  and  equal  force  exposed  the 
flimsy  objections,  urged  by  the  advocates 
of  the  ministry  against  a  full  inquiry  into 
the  Convention  of  Cintra.  The  Answer  to 
the  Petition  and  Address  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, could  not,  in  such  a  discussion,  es- 
cape your  censure.  In  fact, that  memoiabl© 
and  unprecedented  Answer  appears  to  mtj 
a  most  dangerous  attack,  nia.de  by  tlie  ser- 
vants of  the  crown,  on  one  of  the  most 
valuable  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people 
of  England ;  a  privilege,  which  was  de- 
manded and  established  at  the  Revolution, 
and  v/hich  eminently  distinguishes  this  coun- 
try from  the  enslaved  nations  of  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe.  Ihe  ministers  will 
doubtless  deny  the  justice  of  the  imputation  ; 
but  let  us  attend  not  to  their  professions, 
but  to  their  acts.  A  respeciful,  but  firm 
address  is  presented  to  the  crown,  by  the 
first  city  of  the  empire,  praying  that  a  full 
and  efficient  inquiry  be  made  into  a  trans- 
action, which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  pe- 
titioners, stains  u'ith  indelible  disgrace  the 
name  of  Britain  ;'  they  prejudge  no  indivi- 
dual ;  they  desire  only  that  guilt  may  be 
investigated  and  punished  in  a  fair  and  con- 
stitutional manner.  In  these  sentiments 
and  views  they  are  supported  by  the  una- 
nimous voice  and  ardent  wi.sh  of  the  whole 
empire.  To  this  just  and  rational  applica- 
tion, what  is  the  ai;swer  given  by  the 
servants  of  the  crown  ?  for  to  them  ex- 
clusively bv'longs  the  cdlAJai   of  this  uacou» 
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stitutional  trnnsaction.  The)'  read  to  the 
petitioners  a  lecture  on  the  lirst  elements 
of  British  justice,  as  if  a  inociest  petition 
for  iuquiry  were  an  open  violation  ot  its 
principles  5  they  refer  to  some  recent  in- 
stances, to  prove  tl)e  ^cwe/-ft/  willingness  of 
his  iiLijesty  to  institute  inquiries,  thougli 
it  is  notorious,  that  these  instar.ces  never 
satisfied  the  wishes  of  the  country  ;  they 
acknowledge  the  disappointment  of  the 
hopes  of  the  nation,  on  the  subject  of  the 
petit!  jn,  but  they  loudly  declare  that  the 
interposition  of  the  city  of  London  is 
wholly  unnecessary  in  this  critical  con- 
juncture of  affairs.  The  answer  in  plain 
English  amounts  to  this  :  "  However  cul- 
pable our  commanders  by  sea  or  land  may 
he  ;  however  disastrous  the  situ;ition  of 
our  atfjirs  ;  what  degree  of  guilt  may  exist 
in  the  management  of  our  concerns  ;  the 
good  citizens  ot  London,  and  consequently 
the  people  of  England,  have  nothii:g  to  do 
but  to  remain  quiet,  patiently  to  pay  their 
taxes,  and  leave  these  higher  concerns  to 
the  wisdom  r>f  the  king's  ministers,  with- 
out troubling  his  majesty  with  their  com- 
plaints."— This,  Sir,  is  the  real  substance 
of  their  answer  ;  a  fair  commentary  on  a 
most  ungracious,  harsh,  and  repulsive  text, 
lu  the  records  of  ministerial  pride,  I  have 
never  found  such  an  answer  to  a  modest 
petition.  Napoleon  would  not  have  ven- 
tured to  insult  his  good  people  of  Palis  in 
so  pointed  a  manner.  The  public  will 
iudge,  whether  such  language,  dictated  by 
the  servants  of  the  crown,  be  not  injudicious 
in  the  extreme  to  the  valuable  Right  of 
Petition,  secured  to  us  by  the  wisdom  and 
steadiness  of  our  ancestors  at  the  era  of  the 
Revolution,  A  wicked  and  unprincipled 
minister,  who  openly  'awades  our  llhrties, 
becomes  much  less  dangerous,  than  he,  who 
silently  and  impi^rceptihly  gains  ground  by 
ihwarlingus  in  the  exe-chc  of  our  rights. 
We  are  naturally  on  our  guard  against  the 
open  machinations  of  the  former ;  but 
against  the  secret  designs  of  the  latter, 
what  can  secure  us  ?  What  am  I  benefited 
by  the  frequent  panegyrics  of  Lord  Havv- 
kesbury  on  the  glorious  Revolution,  if, 
amidst  all  this  ostentatious  display  of  patriot- 
ism, I  am  to  be  robbed  by  him  and  his 
associates  of  one  of  the  most  useful  privi- 
leges secured  by  that  event  ?  Or  at  least 
if  1  cannot  resort  to  the  exercise  of  it  with- 
out experiencing  the  most  poignant  insult  ? 
Where  would  be  the  advantage  of  tb.c  grand 
palladium  of  personal  liberty,  if  the  judge 
were  to  lell  the  prisoner  on  his  application 
for  a  writ  of  habeas-corpus,  to  remain 
auiet  in  prison  and  leave  his  case  to  thw 
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discretion  of  the  court  ?  And,  Sir,  to 
what  does  this  boasted  Right  of  Petition 
amount,  if  the  subject  cannot  carry  his 
complaints  to  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
without  being  dismissed  with  contempt  and 
disdain  ?  It  on  an  occasion,  the  most  im- 
portant to  the  koncur  of  the  country,  that 
h:»s  occurred  in  tlie  military  annal.  of  Britain, 
an  humble  petition  from  the  first  city  of 
the  empire  has  been  thus  treated  with 
scorn,  what  is  to  be  the  fate  of  addresses, 
on  subjeds  of  less  consequence,  and  if 
suing  from  quarters  less  respectable? — Our 
attention,  by  the  extraordinary  conduct  of 
the  ministry,  is  now  transferred  from  the 
Convention  of  Cinira  to  the  preservation  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  Britain.  The 
truth  is,  this  country  is  verging  by  rapid 
strides  to  despotism  ;  and  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  eveiy  man,  who  values  the  birth- 
rights of  an  Eoglishman,  to  use  his  utjnost 
efforts  to  prevent  farther  encroachments. 
The  only  method,  that  can  be  pursued  for 
this  purpose,  is  loudly  and  unanimously  to 
call  for  full,  effectUHl,  and  parliamentary  in- 
quiry, not  only  into  the  Convention  of 
Cintra,  but  into  the  conduct  of  those 
who  were  the  advisers  of  this  singular 
Answer  to  the  Petition  of  the  city  of  Lon-  , 
don.  The  cry  of  "  NO  ENEIVIIES  TO 
THE  RIGHT  OF  PETITION  !"  should 
resound  from  one  corner  of  the  empire  to 
ihe  other.  Our  ancestors  dethroned  a  so- 
vereign for  invading  our  rights  ;  their  de- 
scendants cannot  do  less  than  dismiss  and 
degrade  an  administration,  who  have  evi- 
dently attempted  to  abridge  and  render 
nugatory  what  was  then  claimed,  demanded, 
and  established.  In  supporting  the  cause  of 
this  great  city,  we  shall  contribute  to  the 
security  of  our  glorious  constitution  ;  and 
we  shall  atf.  .d  a  lesson  to  all  future  minis- 
ters, however  formnate,  not  to  deviate 
from  a  constitutional  course  in  the  tide  of 
prosperity,  but  to  remember,  that  there 
are  rocks,  on  which,  whoever  splits,  must 
inevitably  perish.  —  Politian.  —  London, 
lllk  Nov.  1808. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
English  Commerce  with  Spain. — Let- 
ter of  Admiral  Maria  to  Mr.  Biiff. 
The  supreme  junta  of  Seville  declared  to 
me,  under  date  of  the  13th  instant,  as  fol- 
lows : — "  Most  excellent  Sir, — The  supreme 
junta  of  Seville  is  adopting  measures  for 
forming  a  regulation,  under  which  English 
commodities  are  for  the  present  to  be  im- 
ported in  the  country,  on  which  subject  your 
excellency  presented  a  note  to  the  said  jun- 
ta, uudcr  date  of  the  3d  inst.  ia  answer  to 
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which  the  said  junta  has  resolved  to  declare 
to  }  our  excellency,  that  with  regard  to  the 
vessels  which  have  iilready  arrived,  they 
leave  it  entirely  to  your  own  judgment  to 
determine  in  your  wisdom  and  ])rudiince 
what  duty  they  onght  to  pay,  the  junta  being 
desirous  to  testify  to  the  English  nat'on  the 
high  sense  they  entertain  of  their  friendship 
and  generous  support. — In  pursuance  of  the 
crd'-r  received,  I  have  liiis  day  communicai- 
ed  the  fallowing  instructions  to  the  director 
general  of  the  customs  : — Autimrised  by  an 
order  of  the  supreme  junta  of  the  13!  h  cur- 
rent, touching  the  iiiiportation  of  English 
goods,  hitherto  prohibited  to  be  imported  in- 
to tijis  country,  and  the  duti'^  payable  on 
goods  of  the  like  description,  found  on  board 
of  such  ships  of  the  said  nation  as  are  at  pre- 
sent in  the  Bay,  I  have  determined  afti-H- 
having  heard  the  opinion  of  their  lordships 
with  regard  to  the  duty  payable  on  the  san)e, 
that  ihey  are  to  pay  15  per  cent,  royal  cus- 
toms; 5  percent,  if  destined  for  inland  con- 
sumplionj  and  all  the  other  duty  payable  on 
loreign  goods,  the  importation  of  which  is 
permitted,  the  shipment  of  the  said  goods 
for  our  possessions  in  Auierica,  being  of 
coarse  free  and  unprohibited,  since,  in  this 
respect,  they  ought  to  be  considered  as  free 
goods,  on  paym'^nt  of  7  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
the  proper  otHcer  adhering  strictly  to  the  or- 
dinances issued  on  this  subject.  You  will  at- 
tend to  the  execution  of  the  present  order, 
and  make  it  known  to  the  trade  through  the 
competent  board,  with  this  proviso,  that 
clothes  made  up,  articles  of  wood,  or  any 
other  material  perfectly  tinished,  are  not  to 
be  imported  on  any  consideration  whatever. 
— I  inform  you  of  the  premises  for  your  own 
information,  and  for  the  direction  of  the 
individuals  of  your  nation,  that  they  may 
form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  high  estima- 
tion in  which  the  Spanish  government  holds 
the  worthy  subjects  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
and  perceive  how  anxiously  that  government 
desires  to  give  proofs  of  its  gratitude  for 
their  faithful  alliance.  God  preserve  you 
many  years. — Thom.\s  de  Morl.i. — As 
in  the  order  which  I  communicated  to  you 
under  date  of  the  l6th  instant,  the  supreme 
junta  of  Seville  says  only,  that  it  is  adopting 
measures  for  making  regulation  with  regard 
to  the  importation  of  English  commodiTies, 
which  hitherto  it  was  not  lawful  to  import, 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  form  any  other  de- 
termination, but  with  regard  to  goods  of 
the  above  description,  which  are  found  on 
board  of  ships  actually  arrived  in  the  Bay, 
and  you  must  therefore  apply  to  the  supreme 
junta,  for  instruction,  how  far  the  same  fa- 
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vour  is  to  be  extended  to  such  ships  as  shall 
arrive  in  future,  since  it  is  not  for  me.  as 
you  desire  in  your  last  report,  to  decide  that 
point.— God  preserve  you  many  years.— 
Thom.\s  dk  Morla. — Cadiz^  Sept.  I9. 

Amf.kican  Embargo. — Petition  of  the  Suh- 
scribcrs,  Ojficcis  of  Merchant  Ships,  be- 
long.rig  to  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  .•  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 
Respectfully  sheweth,  that, in  consequence 
of  tht  present  embargo  laws,  the  situation 
of  yur  petitioners  is  grievous  and  afllictirg  j 
that  they  have  been  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile service  since  their  infancy,  witk 
few  exceptions,  and  accustomed  only  to  con- 
duct ships  or  vessels  across  the  ocean  ;  that, 
trom  tha  operation  of  the  present  restrictive 
laws,  they'  find  themselves  cut  off  from 
their  usual  employments,  and,  of  course, 
the  means  of  subsisienoe  ar^  gone. — Your 
petitione'-s  are  well  acquainted  with  the  du- 
ties of  conducting  siiips  from  port  to  port, 
well  versed  in  naval  tactics,  but  unable  to 
handle  the  harrow  or  the  plough. — Your 
petitioners  have  for  a  long  time  borne,  with 
p;itience,  the  .  privations  incident  to  those 
restrictive  laws,  witinut  murmur  or  com- 
plaint; but,  when  imperious  necessity  com- 
pels them  to  disclose  the  cause  of  their 
grievances,  they  humbly  suppose  they  have 
a  right  so  to  do  in  a  decent  and  respectful 
manner. — Yoi.r  petitioners  therefore  pray, 
that  your  excellency  will  take  their  case  in- 
to Consideration,  and  adopt  such  measures 
as  may  reiieve  the  wants  of  your  petitioners  $ 
or,  if  there  are  vacancies  in  the  laavy,  to  give 
your  pt'dtioners,  or  some  of  them,  an  op- 
portunity of  serving  therein  ;  as  they  think 
themselves  capable  of  performing  services 
of  that  nature.  They,  however,  subtnit 
their  whole  cause  to  your  consideration, 
hoping  your  excellency  will  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  wisdom  and  justice  may  point  out, 
and  as  in  duty  bound  will  pray,  &c.— 
Philadelphia,  August  !0,   180S,    '  , 

President's  Answer. 
Sirs, — In  answer  to  the  petition  which  you 
delivered  me  from  the  odScers  in  merchants 
vessels  belonging  to  Philadelphia,  I  must 
premise  my  sincere  regret  at  the  sacrifices 
which  our  fellow-citizens  in  general,  and 
the  petitioners  in  particular,  have  been  ob- 
liged to  meet  by  t^:ie  circumstances  of  the 
times.  We  live  in  an  age  of  affliction,  to 
which  the  history  of  nations  presents  no 
parellel — we  have  for  years  been  looking  on 
Europe,  covered  with  blood  and  violence, 
and  seen  rapine  spreading  itself  over  the 
ocean.     On  this  element  it  has  re^iched  us. 


663]  POLITICAL  REGISTER.— OJicial  Papers. 


[854 


and  at  length  in  so  serious  a  degree,  thjt 
the  legislature  of  the  nation  h:is  thought  it 
necessary  to  withdraw  our  citizens  and  pro- 
perty from  it,  either  to  avoid  or  to  prepire 
for  engaging  in  tlie  general  contest.  But 
for  this  timely  preLMi-.tion,  the  petiiioncrs 
and  their  pri>periy  might  ntnv  luve  been  in 
the  hands  of  spoilers,  who  have  laid  aside 
all  regard  to  mornl  righr.  Withdrawing 
from  the  greater  evil,  a  lesser  one  has  bcoij 
necessarily  encountered,  and  certainly,  conlJ 
the  legislature  have  made  provision  against 
this  also,  I  should  have  had  great  pleasure, 
as  the  instrument  of  its  exe-ution,  but  it 
was  it  imprr.cticable,  by  anyg.nieral  and  just 
rules,  to  pr.escribe  in  every  case  the  best 
resource  against  the  inconveniences  of  lliis 
new  situation.  The  difficulties  of  the 
crisis  will  certainly  fall  with  greater  pressure 
on  some  descriptioa  of  citizens  than  others, 
and  on  none  perhaps  with  greater  than  on 
our  seafaring  brethren.  Should  any  means 
of  alleviation  occur  within  the  range  (<f 
my  duties,  I  shall  with  certainty  advert 
to  the  situation  of  the  petitioners,  and  in 
{!vailing  the  nation  of  their  services,  aid 
them  with  a  substitute  for  their  former  oc- 
cupation. I  salute  them  and  yourself  with 
sentiiiients  of,  sincere  regard. — Thos.  Jef- 
rcfisoN. 

Buenos  Ay^^es. I'roclama'.ton   hy   Don 

Santiago   Liniers   y     Brem-trtd,     Ficcroy, 
Governor,  and  ProiirLciaL   Cdplain-Gniii- 
jaloj  iht  Province,  of  the  Rio  rle  la  Plata, 
tSfc.  Dated  Bueuos  Jyres,  ylug.  15,1808. 
Brave  and  faithful  inhabitants  of  Buenos 
Ayres. — Since   the  arrival  of  the  last  vessel 
from  Cadiz,  bringing  advices  of  the  events 
which  have  occurred  m  our  mother  country, 
relative  to  the  abdication  of  the  crown,  exe- 
cuted by  our  beloved  monarch,  Charles  IV. 
and   his  son  Ferdinand  VII.  and  the  remo- 
val of  the  whole  of  tbe  royal  family  to  France, 
.1  consider  you  as  anxious  to  fix  your  opinion 
upon  a  matter  in  which   your  loyalty  is  so 
deeply  interested.     This  anxiety  must  have 
been  greatly  increased  by  the   arrival  of  the 
French  agent,  who  broi.;ght  over  various  dis- 
patches for  this  supreme  government. Thecla- 
jnours  ofthe  unthinking  have  reduced  your  ac- 
credited enthusiasm  to  a  state  of  irresolution. 
The  not  immediately  declaring  to  you  the  ob- 
ject of  his  miision  may,  perhaps,  have  appear- 
ed to  you  a  want  of  conhdence  very  contrary  to 
that  whi  h  I  place  iny<»u,  and    wliich  your 
patriotism  has  merited.  But  whilst  you  were 


employed  in  idle  conjectures,  the  fathers  of 
the  country,  your  niagistrates,  and  the  chief, 
who  has  repe.itedly  conducted  y  iu  to  glorious 
triuajplis,  were   incessanilv  occupied  in  de- 
vising the  best  means  for  mihit  i^nins;  vour 
character,  interest,    and  tra.iquiJlity.— F:om 
an    examination   of  the   contents  of  all   the 
<!ispatc!ies,   it  appears,  thai    (he  emperor  of 
tlic  French  has  been  co:nj>elled  ^o  reCfirnise 
the  absolute  independence  of  the    .'^namsh 
monarchy,  and  also  that  of  all    its  tr.insma- 
rine  possessions,  without   rrtaising'  or  dis- 
membering   the  minutest   portion  o.'  its  do- 
minions; and  to  miintain    tlie  unity  of    re- 
ligion,our  properties,  laws,  and  us,ige«,  which 
guarantee  the  future  prosperity  of  then.^tion  ; 
and  though  the  fate  of  the   monarchy  was 
not  entirely  decided,  the  cortes  were  surn- 
monevl  to  meet  at  liayonne  on    the  15^1  of 
June   last,    whither  the   deputies   of  cities, 
and  other  persons  of  all  ranlcs  in  Spain,  weie 
repairing,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and 
fifiy. — His  imperial  and  royal  majesty,  after 
applauding  yourtriumphs  and  constancy,  ex- 
horts you  to  maint;iin  with  energy    the  high 
opinion  which  youh:ive  acquired  by  your  va- 
lour and  loyalty,  offeringyouat  the  same  tioie 
succours  of  every  description  ;  and  I  have  not 
hesitated  to  assure  him    in    reply,     that   the 
fidelity  of  this  city  to  its  lawful  sovereign  is 
the  character  which  chiefly  distinguishes  it, 
and   that  I  shall  thank.'uliy  admit  every    de- 
scription of   aid,  cop.sisiing   of  arms,  ain- 
rnuniiion,  "and  Spanish  troops.     In  times  .so 
calamitous    nothing  can   so   much    contri- 
bute   to   your  security  as    union    and     co- 
incidence of    sentiment  on  a  point  so  inte- 
teresting  to  the   public  hajipiness.     Let  us 
imitate  the  exarhple  of  our  ancestors  in  tliis 
i  happy   land,  who  wisely    escaped  the    dis- 
asters that  afHiCied  Spain  in  the  war   of  tlie 
Succesiion,    by  awaiting;"  the  fate  of  (he  mo- 
ther counirv,  to  obey  the  legitimate  autho- 
rity which  occupied  the  sovereignty. — Mean- 
while not  possessing  orders   sufiiciently    au- 
thoritative, to  counterin.ind  the  royal   cedu- 
las  of  the  supreme  council  of  the  Indies  for 
proclaiming  and  taking  the  oaths  to  Don  Fer- 
dinand VII.  as  already  announced  in  my  pro- 
clarpatiou  ofthe  31st   of  July,  I  have   re- 
swlved  that    those   measures  shall   be   pro- 
ceeded in  with   the   forms  and    solemnities 
already  agreed  upon,  flattering  my.self  that 
in  the  midst  of  the  public   rejoicings  and 
happiness  we  shall  prepare  ourselves  for  new 
triumphs. 

(To  be  continued) 
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•'  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  in  fact,  privately  protested  against  the  .Armistice,  in  the  strongest  terms;  he  dii- 
"  tinctly  declared  his  objections  to  the  Coinniander-in-Chief,  and  tried  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  him  from 
"  granting  the  terms  he  did  to  the  enemy.  Sir  y\rthur  Wellesley  neither  approved  of,  nor  had  any  concern 
•'  whatever  in  writing  the  Armistice.  It  vras  negociated  with  Kellerman,  by  Sir  Hew  Daliymple  himself, 
"  and  was  afterwards  signed  by  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  in  obedience  to  the  positive  order  of  Sir  Hev/  Dalryra- 
"  pie." Morning   Post  (or  Nabobs'  Gazette),  Sept.  22,   1808. 
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SUMMARY   OF   POLITICS. 

Court  of  IisrauiRY. If  there  can  be 

any  such  thing  as  unquestionable  pre-etiii- 
nence  in  absurdity,  it  is  this  thing,  now 
going  on  at  Chelsea.  Flinging  stones  against 
the  wind  ;  eating  hasty-pudding  with  an 
awl ;  drinking  out  of  a  bottomless  pot ; 
singing  to  the  d'^af ;  a-iking  questions  of  the 
dumb  J  exhibiting  pictures  to  the  blind  :  all 
these,  and  every  other  thing  that  ever  was 
seen,  or  heard  of,  yields  to  this  matchless 
absurdity.  A  court,  destitute  of  all  legal 
form  and  authority  ;  the  members  of  which 
are  under  no  obligation  to  perform  or  to  ab- 
stain from  performing  any  thing ;  destitute 
of  the  power  to  demand  evidence  or  compel 
attendance  ;  destitute  of  the  power  of  putting 
any  question  upon  oath,  of  enforcing  obe- 
dience  to  any  one  of  its  commands,  of 
issuing  its  censure,  and  even  of  pronouncing 
judgment,  in  any  manner  whatever,  which, 
if  hostile  to  the  feelings  of  the  party  adjudged, 
would  not,  according  to  the  present  practice, 
subject  it  to  a  criminal  prosecution  for  a 
libel.  Is  this  the  sort  of  Inquiry,  of  which 
the  Rev.  Edm\ind  Poulter  was  speaking, 
when  he  came  forward,  at  the  Hampshire 
meeting,  and,  upon  the  express  authority 
of  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne,  assured  the  people 
present,  that  an  Inquiry,  of  the  most  satis- 
factory description  was  then  actually  insti- 
tuted ?  [s  this  the  sort  of  Inquiry,  to  which 
the  king  was  advised  to  allude,  and  which 
the  partizans  of  the  ministiy,  asserted  to 
have  been  promised,  in  the  king's  famous 
and  never-to-be-forgotten  Answer  to  the 
eity  of  London  ?  Is  this  the  sort  of  Inquiry 
that  will,  or  that  can,  satisfy  the  indignant 
Mation  ?  Be  it  remembered,  that  the  king, 
in  the  answer  which  he  was  so  ill-advised  as 
to  make  to  the  city  of  London,  referred 
them  to  recent  occurrences,  as  a  proof  of 
his  being,  at  all  times,  ready  to  institute 
Inquiries,  in  cases  where  the  interests  of  the 
nation  and  the  honour  of  his  arms  were  con- 
cerned. What  were  those  occurrences  ? 
Why,  the  trials  of  Sir  Robert  Calder  and  of 
General  IFIiitelocke,  though,  I  hope,  the 
former  will  excuse  me  for  naming  them  in 
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the  same  sentence.  But,  observe,  there 
was,  in  neither  of  those  cases,  a  "  Court  of 
"  inquiry  "  The  former,  though  he  had, 
with  an  inferior  force,  beat  the  enemy  and 
taken  two  of  their  ships,  was  sent,  like  the 
latter,  who,  with  a  superior  force,  had 
been  shamefully  beaten  ;  the  former,  like 
the  latter,  was  sent,  at  once,  to  a  court 
martiaj  ;  a  court  invested  with  all  the  pow- 
ers appertaining  to  criminal  jurisdici ion,  not 
excepting  that  of  sentencing  the  accused  to 
suffer  death.  Well,  then,  these  being  the 
recent  occurrences  manifestly  alluded  to  in 
the  king's  Answer,  had  we  not  a  right  to 
expect,  that  the  men,  now  accused,  would 
have  been  tried  in  a  similar  way  ?  And  can 
there  be  a  doubt,  in  the  mind  of  any  man, 
what  was  the  real  object,  which  the  minis- 
ters, or  part  of  them  at  least,  had  in  view, 
when  they  advised  the  king  to  give  such  an 
Answer,  and  to  make,  in  that  Answer,  such 

an  allusion  ? The  result  of  this  court  will 

be,  the  collection  and  publication  of  a  mass 
of  matter  equal  in  bulk  to  that  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  ;  a  mass  that  no  maiv 
will  ever  have  the  patience  to  read  ;  and  a 
mass,  which,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  will, 
in  the  minds  of  the  nation,  leave  the  question 
of  guilt,  or  innocence,  just  where  it  now  is. 
Of  course,  it  will  leave  the  complamed-of 
grievance  unredressed,  and  the  people,  in 
their  different  districts,  will,  if  they  be  not 
bullied  or  corrupted  into  silence,  renew 
their  applications  to  the  throne,  or  to  the 
parliament,  or  to  both,  for  a  legal  and  rigid 

Inquiry. ^In  the  meanwhile,  the   public 

should,  it  appears  to  me,  seize  upon,  and 
treasure  up,  certain  prominent  facts  that  are 
transpiring  at  Chelsea,  casting  aside  all  that 
mass  of  detail,  all  that  insignificant  babble, 
all  that  miserable  small-talk,  dignified  with 
the  name  of  evidence,  which  can  possibly  be 
of  no  other  earthly  use,  than  that  of  bewil- 
dering and  confusing  their  minds. First 

then,  it  appears,  supposing  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley now  to  speak  the  truth,  that  all  the  nu- 
merous and  positive  assertions,  made,  as  will 
be  seen,  in  part,  from  my  motto,  in  the  Morn- 
ing Post^  and  by  the  friends  of  Sir    Arthur 
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TV'ellesIcy,  respecting  his  PROTLST,  were 
downright  /its.  All  (he  stories,  which  c:)me 
before  the  public  (as  relating  to  this  Trolest) 
in  the  shape  of  "  letters  fruvi  oJ}icers  of  h'lgh 
*'  rank  and  reputation  in  the  ar)nj/  ;"  all  the 
numerous  extracts  of  this  sort ;  all  ll;e  asser- 
tions about  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  being  forty 
niiles  distant  from  the  scene  of  negoriation  ; 
•II,  all  and  every  one  of  these  assertions,  are 
now,  from   Sir  Arthur's,  from  the  reported 

protestor's,  own  lips,  proved  to  be  lies. 

Observe,  as  connected  with  this  point,  an 
assertion  of  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  :  that  a  pa- 
per, from  England,  was  actually  circulated 
in  the  atviy,  to  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same, 
purport  with  these  now-acknowledged  lies. 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  denies  having  had  any 
hand  in  the  promulgation  of  either;  but,  as 
my  correspondent,  R.  L.  in  a  late  number, 
very  pertinently  asks,  why  did  not  Sir  Ar- 
thur, who  "  came  home  on  leave  of  absence" 
ho  long  before  Sir  Hew  was  "  rec»lted  ;" 
why  did  not  Sir  Arthur,  give  a  contradiction 
to  ihese  atrocious  calumnies  against  his  ab- 
sent Commander-in-Chief,  especially  as  the 
evident  and  neces.^ary  tendency  of  them  was, 
to  exculpate  himself  at  the  expence  of  that 
absent  commander  ?  No:  it  may  be,  that 
he  had,  himself,  no  hand  in  hatching,  or 
in  promulgating,  those  malignant  lies  ;  but, 
I  may  venture  to  leave  any  man  of  sound 
moral  principles  to  judge,  how  far,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  wink  at  such  lies 
makes  him  an  accomplice  wiih  those,  by 
vhom  they  were  hatched  and  promulgated. 
Had  I  been  in  the  place  of  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley, I  should,  I  hope,  u]ion  landing  at 
Plymouth,  and  upon  finding  how  things 
•tood  at  home,  instantly,  before  I  got  into 
my  chaise  3  before  I  saw  the  face  of  the  mi- 
nisters ;  have  taken  care  to  send  to  the  niost 
rapid  and  most  extensive  channels  of  circula- 
tion, a  declaration  of  my  opinion,  "  that 
*'  the  Convention  was  a  wise  measure  J  but, 
"  that,  at  any  rate,  whatever  degree  of 
"  blame  it  merited,  a  full  share  of  it  was 
*'  mine,  I  having  assisted  at  the  negociation, 
•'  the  Commander-in-(vhief  having  dune  no- 
"  thing  of  importance  without  my  advice 
"  and  concurrence,  and  I,  so  far  from  pro- 
*'  testing  against  the  Armistice,  having  niO^t 
*'  hearti-ly  approved  (^f  it."  It  appears  to 
nie,  that  this  is  what  1  shouW  have  done.  I 
think,  J  could  not  have  slept  an  hour,  'till  I 
had  done  this.  It  is  certainly  what  honour, 
truth,  and  justice  <lemantled;  and  it  certain- 
ly is  •Ah;!t  was  not  done. The  next  point 

worth  particularly  attending  to  is  this :  that, 
it  now  ;n)pi--ars,  Irom  a  docuruent,  produced 
by  Sir  Hew  I)j1i ymple,  that  he,  by  the  in- 
•tructiun  of  Lord  C'astl«reagh,  was  to  do  no- 


■TE^.— Court  nf  Inquiry.  [8(?9 

ihing  without  consulting  Sir  Arthur  Welles- 
ley. More  was  meant  than  met  ihe  ear,  in 
this  case,  and  th:tt  Sir  Hew  would  clearly 
perceive.  What  a  man  must  be  made  of,  to 
accept  of  a  command  on  such  conditions,  I 
will  lea\e  the  reader  to  say  ;  but,  the  fact 
cleaily  enough  is.  that  it  was  n;eant,  that 
Sir  Arihur  Welleslev,  who  was  the  spventh 
in  command;  who  hat!  six  senior  ctUccra 
over  him,  should,  in  reality  be  ibe  Com- 
mander-in-Chief;  that  his  should  be  all  the 
praise  that  might  become  due  ;  his  all  the 
renown;  and,  as  far  as  saving  appearances 
would  permit,  his  all  the  reward,  of  every 
sort.  Accordingly,  it  is  said,  and  I  have  it 
from  no  bad  nulh<irity,  that  the  head  of  the 
high  family  is  olfended,  that  Sir  Arthur  i» 
not  created  I'lscuutd  Wimeiia!  To  this 
conduct,  on  the  pait  of  the  ministers,  and  of 
Lord  Casllereagh  in  particular  ;  this  creating 
of  an  unnatural  sway,  a  confusion  and  con- 
flict of  authorities,  where  nominal  rank  was 
set  in  opposition  to  confidential  trivst ;  to  this 
unwarran'able  partiality  ;  this  poisonous  in- 
fluence at  home,  no  small  part  of  the  indeli- 
ble disgrace,  and  of  all  iis  consequent  mis- 
chiefs, mny,  probably,  be  attributed  ;  and, 
all  other  points  apart,  the  having  instructed 
a  Commander-in-Chief  to  be,  in  fact,  ruled 
by  an  inferior  officer,  being  the  seventh  in 
command,  is  not  on!)'  a  fair,  but  necessary 
subject  of  parliamentary  inquiry;  for,  one 
of  two  things  must  be:  either  the  nomi- 
nal Commander-in-Chief  was,  by  the  mi- 
nisters, thought  incapable  of  that  post, 
or  he  \v;is.  without  any  necessitj,  insulted 
and  disgraced  from  motives  of  favouritism 
towards  another. The  next  point,  me- 
riting the  notice  of  the  public,  is,  that  it 
now  appears,  from  the  statement  of  Sir  Hew 
Daliymple,  that  the  M'A«/e  of  the  documents, 
relating  to  the  di'jgraceful  Convention,  were 
transmitted  to  Lord  Castlereagh  in  the  French 
language.  Men  of  spirit;  men  who  had  felt, 
as  they  ought  to  have  felt,  upon  such  an  oc- 
xasion  ;  men,  who  had  had  a  proper  notion 
of  what  honour  requited,  and  who  had  had 
the  wisdom  to  perceive  the  great  eirecr, 
which,  in  ceitain  cases,  is  produced  by  ap- 
parently trifling  causes;  such  m,en  would 
not,  in  the  face,  and  under  the  very  noses, 
of  the  Portuguese  nation,  have  put  their 
hands  to  any  dccument  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, though;  after  acknowledging  the 
legitimacy  of  the  title  of  the  "  Due 
"  d'Abronteft,"  and  of  the  "  Emperor  Na- 
"  poleon  I."  this  is  hardly  worth  notice. 
So  it  was,  however;  the  documents  wera 
not  only  drawn  up,  and  signed,  in  the  Frencli 
language;  but,  in  that  language  they  wera 
c/i"icut  home  to  Lord  Ca»lleieagh.     Now, 
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then,  let  that  Lord  explain  to  an  abused 
and  most  grossly  insulted  nation,  how,  for 
what  reasons,  from  what  motives,  he  came 
to  cause  the  Armistice,  the  only  document 
signefJ  by  Sir  Arlliur  IVellesley,  to  be  pub- 
lished to  the  people  of  England  in  the  French 
language  only,  while  all  the  othcy  documents 
were  puolished  in  the  English  language  only. 
From  the  first,  this  was  a  great  point  with 
mej  because,  until  this  distinction  appeared, 
there  was  no  reason,  that  I  could  perceive, 
of  suspr^c'ing  the  ministers  of  a  disposition 
to  do  any  thing  that  was  wrong,  or  unfair. 
From  this  distinction,  1  did  begm  to  suspect 
vinfair  intentions.  Yet,  until  now,  there 
might  be  a  doubt ;  because,  until  now,  we 
were  not  quite  certain,  that  all  the  docu- 
ments came  home  in  the  same  language. 
Now  we  are  certain  as  to  that  fact;  and, 
there  can  be,  I  think,  but  very  little  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  the  motive,  whence  all 
the  other  documents  were  translated  for  pub- 
lication, while  that  one,  that  one  which 
alone  bore  the  name   oi  Sir  Arthur  Welles- 

ley,  was  published  in  French. The  next 

thing,  towards    which  the  public  should,   in 
my   opinion,   direct    thsir   attention,  is   the 
statement   of  Sir  Hew  Dairy mple,  accom- 
panied with  documents  to  prove,  that,  after 
a  few   days'    consideration,  the    Portuguese 
expressed  their  pleasure  at,  and  their  grati- 
tude for,  the  Convention  ;   though,  at   tirst, 
they  had  loudly  condemned  it;   whence  it  is 
meant,  that   we   should  draw  an  inference 
favourable  to  that  measure,  which  has,  in 
this  country,  been  so  decidedly  and  so  gene- 
rally condemned.     But,  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple, 
before  he  prevails  upon  me  to  adopt  this  in- 
ference, must  show  me,  that  this  change  of 
language  proceeded  from  some  new  lights, 
"which  the  Portuguese  had  received  upon  the 
subject  ;■  he  must  let  me  see  the  grounds  of 
their  change  of  opinion  ;   he  must  convince 
me  that  their  reasoning  was  correct;  and, 
above  all  things,  he  must  convince  me,  that 
the    persons,  who    had,    at   first,  expressed 
opinions   hostile    to   the    Convention,    were 
not  under  the  smallest  apprehension,  that  a 
continuation   of    that  hostiTity  might  be  at- 
tended   with    disagreeable    consequences   to 
themselves.     I  remember  an  English  House 
of  Commons,  who,  on  one  day,  by  an  al- 
most unanimous  vote,  did,  upon  a  motion 
of  the  minister    (Mr.  Addington)    decide  in 
the  alKrmative  relating  to  a  certain  tax  ;  and 
who,  when,  on  the  morrow,  the  same   mi- 
nister, proposed   to  negative  that  same  pro- 
position, did,   without  any  division,  or  op- 
position at  all,  give  their  vote  in   the  said 
negative.     We,  who  were  not  born  yester- 
day, know  too  mucja  of  tht  ijneaus^  by  which 


a/iproving  letters  and  addresses  nre  some- 
times, and  particularly  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, obtained,  to  lay  much  stress  upon 
such  documents ;  and,  we  know,  that,  \n 
the  present  case,  there  existed,  as  to  the 
disapprol)alion,  no  undue  influiii  ce  at  all; 
and  that  the  Portuguese,  whetix-r  right  or 
wrong  in  their  opinions,  had  no  temptation, 
when  iheyfrst  heard  of  the  Convention,   to 

say  what  they  did  not  think We  now 

come  to  the  wonderfully  magnified  numbers 
of  the   French  army.     It    has  been   stated, 
it  appears,    bafore  the  Court   of    Inquiry, 
that  the    number    embarked    amounted  to 
twenty -five  thousand  men.     It  is  not  averred, 
that  these  were  all  soldiers  ,•  that  they  were 
all  persons  bearing  arms,  or  capable  of  bear- 
ing  arms  ;  but,  as    the   public    must  hav3 
observed,     and    with    no    small    degree    of 
surprize  and  indignation,    all   the    general«> 
and  others,  who  have  been   called  upon    to 
state  their  opinions  as  to  the  expediency  of 
the  Convention,    have  reasoned  upon    this 
fact,    relating    to   numbers,    as    if    all   the 
persons   embarked    were  actually  so  many 
capable  of  being  brought  into   the   field   of 
battle.       Now,  if  this   were  so,  is   it  pro- 
bable,   that  Junot  would,     in   the  first  in- 
stance, have  met  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  with 
no  greater  a  force    than  fourteen  thousand 
men  ?    Is  this  probable  ?    And,  then,  when 
he  actually  negociated,  he  had,  if  this  new 
edition  of  numbers  could  be  believed,  more 
fighting  men  than    our  army  consisted  of, 
even  after  the  arrival  of  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple 
and    Sir    Harry    Burrard.     Nay,  when    Sir 
John  Moore  arrived,  and  he  did    not  arrive 
till    after  the   Armistice    was   signed,    our 
whole  array,  even  then,  amounted  to   only 
one-sixth   more   than    that  of   the    "■  Due 
"  d'Abrantes  "  is    now  made  to  amount  to, 
he  having  all  the  fortresses  and  strong  holds 
and  positions,  not  only  at  his  command,   but 
in  his  possession.     I  appeal  to  the  sense  and 
judgment   of    the    reader,     whether    Junot 
would    have  dared    to    make    an    offer  of 
evacuation  under  such  circumstances  ?     So 
much  as   to  the  reason  of   the  case  ;    btrt. 
Sir  Arthur   Wellesley,   in  his  dispatch,   told 
us,  that  he  defeated  "  the  WHOLE  of  the 
"  French  force,  commanded  by    the   Duke 
''  of  Abrantes  in  person  ;"  and,  indeed,  thaC 
the  whole,   or  very  nearly  the  whole,   of  the 
effective  force  was  that  day  in  the  lield,  there 
can  be  very  little  doubt.      It   is    barefaced 
hypocricy  to  affect    to   believe,  that  Junot, 
who   had    so   much   time    for   preparation  ; 
who  had  the  choice  of  time   as    well   as   of 
place  ;  whom  it  so  c?vidently  behoved  to  have 
driven    our    firbt-iidvancing     battalions    into 
the  sea  ;  who  had  received  a   check  on  lh» 


POLITICAL    REGISTER.— 6'o?/r/  of  },u,uir7j:  [87* 

question  ;  but,  I  have  not  yet  heard  it  put  bj 
any  of  the  great  captains,  now  sitting  in  tha 
Court  at  Chelsea.   The  truth  is,  that  our  ge- 
nerals appear  to  have  eyes  wonderfully  adapt- 
ed to  the  discovering  of  uitficulties  and  ob- 
structions.    We    have   often    been    amused 
with   descriptions  of  the  miserable    state  of 
the   French  armies  ;   the  shoe-less,-  hat-less, 
shirt-le-iS  state  of  the  "  wretched  conscripts, 
"  whom  Napoleon  lends  to  battle  in  chains." 
Hat,  somehow  or  oth'-T,  these  wretches  do 
tight  and  get  on.    They  feed  on  the  air,  per- 
haps ;   but,  certain  it  is,  that  they  live  ;   they 
lind  somelliing  to  eat  and  <o  drink.     Alas  ! 
Buonaparte  has  generals,  who  can  shift,  for 
^  while  at  least,  without  port  wine  and  fea- 
ther-beds ;  and  he   has,  of  course,  soldiers 
who    follow   their   example.     To    hear  the 
miserable  excuses  of  a  scarcity  of  provisions, 
want  of  horses  and  carriages,  want  of  can- 
non, and  the  like,  is  truly  deplorable,  at   a 
time  when  we  have  just  been  witnessing  the 
campaigns  in  Austria,  iVIoravia,  and  Poland: 
campaigns,    at  one    half  of   the  battles   of 
which,  in  the  midst  of  winter.  Frenchmen, 
bred  up  under  a  southern  climate,  fought  up 
to  their    knees  in  ice  and   snow,  at  the  end 
of  a  march,  which  had  left  them  scarcely  a 
shoe  to   their  foot,  and  in  which  hardships 
the  officers    had  shared   with   the    men.     If 
this  is   to  be    our    manner  of  making  war  ; 
if  to  go  into  the  field  of  battle,  we   must 
have   our    English   luxuries,  let   us,  in   the 
n.ime  of  common  sense,  give  up  the  thing 
at   once  ;   withdraw  from   the  contest  ;   stay 
at  home   in  ale-houses  and  barracks  ;  keep 
guard  over  the  prisoners  taken  by  the  skill 
and  valour  of  the  navy  ;  and  no   longer  ex- 
pose ourselves  to  the   scorn  and  derision  of 

the  world. The.^e  are  the  points,  which, 

as  far  as  the  proceedings  have  hitherto  gon« 
and  been  published,  have  chiefly  attracted 
my  attention.  Out  of  the  circumstances  of 
bir  Arthur  Wellesleys  command,  however, 
there  arises  a  question  or  two,  which  ars 
worthy  of  great  attention.  Whether  this 
officer  received  the  usual  sum  given  to  com- 
manders of  expeditions  for  their  out-fit,  to- 
gether with  the  stafF-pay  and  enormous  al- 
lowance of  a  lieutenant  getjcral  command- 
ing in  chief,  including  iat  and  forage  mo- 
ney, which  last  alone  would,  I  imagine, 
amount  to,  at  least,  five  hundred  pounds  ? 
I'iiere  is,  too,  it  hai  been  publicly  stated, 
another  general,  employed  upon  the  stall  oi 
the  same  ajmy  ;  1  mean  the  brother  of  Lord 
Caslhrt'agh,  who,  along  with  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  a  major  general,  Iat  zn^  Jo- 
rage  money,  9cc.  Sec.  receiver  pay,  agreea- 
bly to  the  report  laid  hetore  fh»  House  cf 
,  Comwono,  %v  an  vmler  ivtrttary  of  stateJj; 


871] 

day  before- ;  and  who  had  all  his   means  at 
his  back  and  completely  at    liis  conmiand  : 
it  is  barefaced  hypocricy  to  atVect  to  believe, 
that  such  a  Commander,  so  situated,  would 
march  to  the  attack    of    superior  numbers 
leaving   nearly    half   of    his   efficient  force 
in  a  state  of  inactivity.     Besides,  the  reader 
will  not  fail   to    bear   in   mind,  that,  when 
the    news  of   the  Convention  first  reached 
England,  it  was  asserted,  by  the  friends  of 
Sir  Arthur  WcUesley,  that  "  if  he  had  not 
"  been    prevented   from    following   up   his 
"  victory  of  the  21st,  the  WHOLE  French 
"  army  must  inevitailij  have   been   destruy- 
''  ed."      Now,  cither  this  was  a  falsehood  3 
it  was,  from    beginning   to  end,  a  lie,  in- 
vent(»d    for  the  purpose  of  raising   Sir    Ar- 
thur Wellesley  in  the  public   estimation,  at 
the  expence  of  Sir  Harry  Burrard's    reputa- 
tion J  either  this  was  a  foul    and   malignant 
lie  ;  or,   it  is  not  true  that  Junot  ever  had, 
at'ier  the   l.mding  of  any   part  of  our  army, 
twenty-five   thousand   effective   men   under 
hiscommand.     It  is  curious  to  observe,  how 
this  French  army   is   raised,  or  lowered,  as 
tlie  purposes  demand.     They  were  nothing, 
when  the  purpose  was  to  persuade  the  pub 
lic,  that  Sir    Harry   Burrard  was  guilty   of 
the  crime  of  preventing  Sir  Arthur  Welles- 
ley   frotn   putting  an    end  to   them  ,-  "  dt- 
"  stroii'ms   the  whole  of  them,"  after    the 
manner    of    Captain   Bobadil  ;     but,    now, 
\vhen  the  purpose  is  to  dejcnd   the  Conven- 
tion, it  being  no  longer  to   be    denied,  that 
f>ir  Arthur  Wellesley  had  a  principal  share  in 
making  that   instrument;   now,  the  French 
army  was  very    numerou'^,  nearly    twice  as 
strong  as  the  army  with  which   Sir    Arthur 
beat  them.     It  is  ;   it  is,  say  wliat  they  will, 
the  old  story  of  the  Buckram  Men  revived. 

The  reader   will  see,  that,  at  Chelsea, 

there  is  great  stress  laid  upon  the  state  of  the 
army's  provisions.  Provisions,  we  are  told, 
were  not  to  be  got  on  shore,  in  Portugal, 
and  those,  which  we  had  on  board,  it 
was  difficult  to  land.  I  have  asked  this 
question  before,  but  I  will  ask  again  : 
Ij<iw  did  the  "  Due  d'Abrantes  ;  "  how  did 
Wellesle)  s  Tartar  Duke  ;  how  did  he  ob- 
tain provisions  ?  He  had,  they  now  tell  us, 
Iwpnty-five  thousand  men  ;  he  had  long 
tad  them  there  ;  he  had  had  no  communi- 
cation with  the  sea  j  he  had  even  the  Rus- 
•ian  fleet  to  feed,  besides  his  own  army. 
How  did  he,  who  had  all  the  people  for 
•nemies  ;  how  did  he  obtain  his  supplies  of 
l-rovisions,  in  this  sad  barren  country,  and 
not  only  enough  for  the  time  being,  but 
*nou£,h  to  horde  up  stores  for  the  long  linger- 
jiig  siege,  wliich  cur  heroes  ajiprehended  ; 
I  ;iin  in   tribuUtion   iui    an   an»w9r  tp  this 
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to  the  amount  of  (wo  thousand  pounds  a 
year.  Will  the  Hou.-.e  of  Commons  make 
"inquiry  into  these  matters  ?  Will  (hey  ascer- 
tain, whether  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  whe- 
ther the  man  who  signed  the  Convention  of 
Cintra  ;  whether  this  man  was,  at  that  time, 
and  had  been,  for  months  before,  rsceiviug 
pay,  at  the  rate  of  six  thousand  pounds  a' 
year,  as  chief  secretary  of  state  in  Ireland  ? 
Will  they  inquire  into  these  interesting  mat- 
ters ?  Are  these  things  right  ?  Will  any  sy- 
cophant, however  base  he  may  be,  say  that 
these  things  ought  to  be  tolerated  ?  To  be 
*'  loyal  "  must  a  man  hold  his  tongue  upon 
matters  of  this  sort  ?  Is  it  to  shew  one's  love 
ef  the  country  and  of  the  constitution,  to 
wink  at  these  crying  abuses  ?  And,  lastly, 
does  the  existence  of  such  abuses  tend  to 
strengthen,  or  to  overthrow,  our  excellent 

form  of  kingly  government? There   is 

•one  general  remark  to  add  upon  the  proceed- 
ingsof  the  Court  of  Inquiry  ;  and  that  is  this  : 
that  all  the  persons,  hitherto  examined,  are, 
more  or  less,  parties  concerned.  They  should, 
consistently  with  reason,  be  called  upon  for 
nothing  but  official  returns,  or  other  docu- 
ments ;  not,  at  least,  in  the  present  stage  of 
the  business.  What  are  their  opinions  to 
us  ?  They  will  hardly  say,  that  they  think 
they  have  done  wrong.  They  will  hardly 
give  such  evidence  as  is  calculated  to  throw 
blame  upon  themselves.  We  are  proceeding 
as  if  upon  an  implied  acknowledgement,  that 
an  English  army  can  never,  in  any  possible 
case,  do  amiss.  But,  the  fact  is,  that  whole 
armies  have  frequently  done  amiss.  Whole 
battalions,  at  least,  have  been  disgraced, 
and,  in  some  cases,  have  had  their  colours, 
and  the  facings  of  their  coats,  taken  from 
them.  I  do  not  say,  that  the  army  in  Por- 
tugal, or  any  corps  of  it,  is  under  a  shade  ; 
but,  I  do  say,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do, 
in  the  way  of  evidence,  with  the  opinions  of 
any  of  the  generals  employed  upon  that  ser- 
vice. It  i«  impossible,  that  such  an  Inquiry 
can  prove  satisfactory  to  any  man,  who  really 
wishes  for  satisfaction.  There  may  be  men, 
who  will  feign  that  they  are  satisfied,  that 
all  is  well,  though  they  hear  of  the  "  Due 
"  d'Abrantes  "  having  again  taken  posses- 
sion of  his  Dukedom  ;  but,  the  nation  at 
large  never  will,  and  never  can,  and  never 
ought  to  be  satisfied,  with  any  thing  short 
of  a  fair,  open,  legal,  and  rigorous  inves- 
tigation into  the  causes,  which  have  produ- 
ced such  disastrous  effects.  Parliament  will, 
indeed,  have  full  power  to  take  the  matter 
up  ;  and,  if  all  other  modes  of  legal  inves- 
tigation are  refused  us  lt}'  the  ministers,  we 
shall  look  to  that  with  great  anxiety.  The 
mind  «>f  the  nation  never  was  more  decidedly 
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made  up  as  to  any  point  whatever.  Tt  is 
impossible  to  ♦.hake  it.  The  present  pro- 
ceedings have  only  streni^thcned  the  opinions 
already  formed.  There  is  no  man,  who 
looks  with  even  the  smallest  degree  of  in- 
terest to  the  proceedings  at  Chelsea  ;  and, 
if  no  other  mode  of  Inquiry  be  instituted, 
fresh  applications  to  the  throne  will  certainly 
be  made. 

Spain-. ^I'here  appears  to  be  some  rea- 
son to  fear,  that  Napoleon  is  in  but  too  fair 
a  way  of  finally  accomplishing  his  accursed 
purposes,  with  regard  to  the  Spaniards.  I 
was,  but  a  few  weeks  ago,  reproached  by  a 
correspondent  for  having,  at  first,  expressed 
my  fears,  that  the  Spaniards  would  be  sub- 
dued :  I  wish,  with  ail  my  heart,  that  this 
ground  of  reproach,  if  it  be  one,  may  hold 
good  to  the  end.  I  would  mujch  rather  be 
regarded  as  a  fool  for  the  rest  of  my  life, 
than  that  tyranny,  in  any  shape,  should, 
in  a  nation  like  Spain,  triumph  for  a  single 
day. The  Morning  Chronicle  has  an  ar- 
ticle complaining  of  the  conduct  of  th« 
General  Junta  in  Spain}  and,  though 
one  does  not  like  to  begin  to  blame,  at  a 
moment  when  the  blamed  party  appears  to 
be  experiencing  a  reverse  of  fortune,  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  that,  as  far  as  we  can 
judge  at  this  distance  from  the  scene,  and 
with  means  of  information  so  imperfect, 
there  is,  as  the  Chronicle  observes,  but  too 
much  reason  to  look  back  with  regret  to  the 
Junta  of  Seville.  - — The  General  Junta 
may  be  composed  of  wise  and  good  men  ; 
but,  it  does  not  breathe  the  spirit  of  the 
Junta  of  Seville.  It  does,  perhaps,  contaia 
more  of  rank  than  the  Junta  just  named  : 
but  more  rank  and  title  will,  I  should  think, 
do,  in  such  circumstances,  little,  or  nothing. 
^^The  General  Junta  appear  to  have  di- 
rected their  attention  chiefly  to  the  keeping 
of  the  people  y/«e^;  to  the  maintaining  of 
''  order  and  tranquillity ; ''  to  the  repres- 
sing of  all  violences,  proceeding  from  popu- 
lar commotion.  But,  with  their  leave,  this  is 
not' the  way  to  oppose  Baonaparte  and  hi* 
daring  legions.  The  object  of  the  Junta 
is,  doubtless,  to  nip,  in  time,  (he  bud  of 
insurrection  j  lest,  in,  the  end,  the  people, 
proceeding  from  one  step  to  another,  over- 
turn the  whole  system  of  the  government,  in 
church  as  well  as  instate,  as  was  the  case  in 
France.  But,  the  question  is,  is  Buonaparte 
to  be  resisted  by  any  means  other  than  tho5« 
of  a  general  insurrection  ;  a  general  letting- 
loose  of  the  people  ?  I  think,  that  he  is 
not ;  and  that  the  nobles  of  Spain  have  to 
choose,  whether  they  will  see  king  Jo- 
seph upon  the  throne,  or  see  the  people  left 
to  act  as  they  please.      There  wantad,  ijt. 
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Spain,  a  renovation  of  character  ;  an  entirely 
new  spirit  excited  ;  new  talents  called  ibrili 
from  obscurity.  Therefore,  if  the  nobles 
have  assembled  in  a  Junta,  and  are  en- 
deavouring to  keep  the  people  quiet  ;  to 
preserve  "  order  and  tranquillity,"  they, 
in  my  view  of  the  matter,  are  taking  pre- 
cisely the  wrong  course.  It  is,  in  that  case, 
little  more  than  the  old  gouernment,  ad- 
ministered by  deputy,  under  which,  it  is  my 
decided  opinion,  that,  sooner  or  later, 
Spain  must  fall.  It  is  not  cautiousness  that 
is  now  vk'anfed  in  Spain.  It  is  vigour  ;  it  is 
activity;  it  is  great  daring  ;  it  is  enthusiasm. 
Anger,  resentiucnt,  revenge  ;  every  feel- 
ing that  leads  to  violence.  These  are  wanted 
in  Spain.  With  these  Buonaparte  may  be 
resisted  ;    but,  without   them,  it  seems   to 

nie  that  he  cannot. Theie  is  one  decree, 

or  edict,  of  this  General  Junta,  from 
■which,  if  it  be  authentic,  it  is  impossible 
not  to  forebode  great  evil.  I  mean  that, 
whereby  they  attempt  to  put  a  stop  to  what 
they  call  "  the  licentiousness  of  the  press." 
If  the  press  assault  only  Buonaparte  and 
his  friends,  it  is  evident  that  it  cannot  be 
too  unshackled.  Why  attempt  to  check  it, 
unless  it  be  feared,  that  it  will  produce  what 
is  thought  to  be  mischief,  in  Spain  ?  And, 
if,  so  soon,  the  Junta  itself  be  afraid  of 
the  p<-ess,  the  reader  will  easily  suppose, 
that  much  of  a  change  is  not  in  contem- 
plation, a  fact  which,  the  moment  it  is 
discovered  by  the  people,  will  admonish 
them  not  to  be  very  lavish  of  their  blood. 
I  must  confess,  that  this  little  circumstance, 
this  decree,  for  which  the  Junta  will  be,  I 
daresay,  greatly  applauded  by  many,  has, 
in  my  mind,  excited  very  serious  fe.irs  for 
the  Spani4i  cause ;  because,  if  authentic, 
it  argues  a  distrust  of  the  people,  and  an 
opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  Junta,  that  the 
country  is  to  be  defended  by  the  old  ordina- 
ry mi-ans ;  than  which,  1  am  convinced,  the 
result  will  prove  nothing  in  the  world  to  be 

more  erroneous. As  to  the  check,  or  the 

dcleat,  for  such  T  fear  it  is,  that  General  Blake 
has  received,  J  think  nothing  at  all  of  it.  How 
many  such  defeats  did  the  French  experience. 
Pit  the  out- set  of  their  revolutionary  war  :• 
They  rose  more  powerful  after  each  defeat. 
It  is  true,  that  there  is  some  little  dillerence  , 
betwc  -n  the  assailants  of  the  Spaniards  and 
those  of  the  revolutionary  French,  Yet, 
this  I  do  not  value,  if  ilie  Spaniards  have  a 
spirit  like  that  of  the  French  j  if  they  are 
animated  by  motives  like  those  by  which  the 
French  were  animated.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  it  was  very  unwise  in  us  to  .send  an 
envoy  to  the  kin^  of  Spain.  This  was,  in 
fact,  one  way  of  pointing  out  to  the  people 


of  Sp.iin  the  object,  which  we  thought  they 
should  have  in  view,  and  for  the  etlecting  of 
which  we  would  give  our  aid.  I  am  afraid, 
that  this  tended  to  damp  the  rising  spirit  of 
the  people.  There  are  persons,  I  know, 
who,  rather  than  see  the  French  resisted  by 
a  patriotic  insurrection,  would  see  Joseph 
Buonaparte  in  safe  possession  of  the  throne. 
This  is  a  fact,  which  has  been  all  along 
evident  enough,  and  which  was,  long  ago, 
dwelt  upon  by  me.  But,  such  pcr.sons  must 
be  very  unwise,  very  short-sighted  ;  lor,  in 
the  end,  all  the  evils,  which  they  may 
apprehend  from  the  success  of  a  patriotic 
insurrection,  must  come,  and  come  swifter 

too,  through  another  channel. As  \oour 

armies,  in  Spain,  they  really  appear  to  be 
in  a  rather  "  un.satisfactory  state,"  at  pre- 
sent. They  are,  however,  under  experi- 
enced commanders  ;  and,  let  what  will  be 
their  fate,  they  will  have  done  their  best  to 
assist  the  cause.  It  is  impossible,  that  either 
ministers  or  commanders  can  foresee 
evary  thing  :  something  must  be  left  to  luck; 
and,  therefore,  if  the  expedition  should  fail, 
under  Gi;nerals  Moore  and  B.\ikd,  I  should 
not,  from  the  bare  circumstance  of  Jailure, 

be  disposed   to  blame  the  ministers. In 

the  two  Morning  Chronicles  of  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  last,  there  appeared  some  very 
spirited  and  able  articles  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  ministers,  with  regard  to  the  war  in 
Spain  and  Portugal.  They  arc  well  worth 
reading;  but,  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
writer,  that  it  was  so  easy  a  matter  to  know 
precisely  what  ought  to  be  done,  at  the  time 
when  the  expeditions  were  first  sent  out. 
Let  the  ministers  have  all  the  blame  that  is 
their  due,  but  no  more.  It  is  the  fashion, 
because  it  accords  so  well  with  party  mo- 
tives, never  to  blame  the  commanders,  but 
always  to  blame  the  ministers.  Tliis  is  not 
only  unjust  in  itself,  but  it  has  a  very  mis- 
chievous tendency,  as  to  the  conduct  of 
those  commanders,  who,  be  that  conduct 
what  it  may,  are  sure  to  meet  with,  at  least, 
an  indirect  defence,  from  one  party  or  the 
other.  It  is  not  so  in  the  French  service, 
where  the  commander  is  looked  to,  and  no- 
body but  the  commander.  There  is  nobody 
found  to  accuse  the  war-mmistei  of  not 
sending  him  to  the  right  i^oint,  or  of  not 
supplying  him  with  horses  or  provisions. 
The  fact  is,  we  have  nothing  but  the  parade 
of  military  service.  We  have  no  really  mi- 
litary notions  J  tor,  if  we  had,  we  never 
should  endure  complaints  against  the  minis- 
try for  having  "  exposed  a  general  to  clijji- 
"  cultif  and  danger,"  the  existence  of  which 
are  always  implied  when  men  talk  of  ti>ur. 
I'hat     ien    thousand     English    troopii 
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-     should,  at  a   moment  like  this,  be,  as  the 
Morning    Post    states,    necessary   to  "  curb 
"  the  refractory  di'sposition  of  certain  class- 
"  es  of  the  Poituguae,"  is,  in'leed,  matter 
for  serious  reflection  ;  for,  in  ihe  first  place, 
the  "refractory"  must,  if  this  necessity  do 
really  exist,  be  the  most  poweiful  part  of  the 
nation  j  otherwise,  they  might  be  "  curbed" 
by  the  part,  who  are  not  refractory.     Then, 
what  is  the  mtrk  of  this  refractoriness?     Is 
it  a  disposition    favourable  to   the  French  ? 
Is  it  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  tlie  Prince  Regent 
or  the  old  government  ?     Or  is  it  a  dislike  to 
the   English    authority  ?     One  or  the  other 
of  these,  I  think,  it  must  be.     If  the  latter, 
it  is  quite  evident  that  to  withdraw  our  troops 
and  our  authority  is  the  only  eftectual  way 
of  removing  the  necessity  ot  keeping  troops 
locked  up  in  Portugal  ;  and,   if  either  of  the 
former,  it  would,  i  think,  puzzle  the  Morn- 
ing Post  to  assign   any   probable  good  thai 
will   arise    from    keeping    them  there.     To 
cherish,  or  defend,  a  people  against  theirwill, 
is  a  most  difficult  as  well  as  a  most  ungrateful 
task.     It  is  a  task,  which,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  can  never  be  attended  with  success. 
——Is  it  not  a  strange  thing,   that,  amongst 
all  the  numerous  nations,  who   have  been 
subdued  and  plundered  by  the  French,  there 
has  never  yet  appeared  one,  that  has  demon- 
strated any  great  degree  of  anxiety   for    the 
return  of  their   former    rulers?     Some  few 
have  fdught  a  little  to  keep  the  French  out ; 
but,  when  once    in,  there   is  scarcely   any 
people  that  have  discovered  any   very  strong 
wish  to  get  them  oui  again.     Who  would 
not  have  supposed,  that  the  people  of  Por- 
tugal, for   instance,  would  have  been  half 
mad   with   joy   at   their    "   deliverance  ? " 
Who  would  not  have  expected   to  see  them 
vie  with  each  other  in  eagerness  to  obtain  a 
return  of  the  ancient  order  of  things  ?     Who 
would  have  imagined  it  likely   to  be  neces- 
sary for  us  to  keep  ten  tliousand  men  in  the 
country,  •'  to  curb  the  refractory  disposition 
"  of  certain  classes  "  of  a  people,  just  de- 
livered from   the   grasp  of  the  French,  and 
restored  to  the  rule  of  the  representatives  of 
their  "  beloved  sovereign  "  r     1  should  like 
to    hear  the  sapient  editor  of  the  M')rning 
Post  explain  this  political  phenomenon  ;    for 
it  is  a  matter  of  vast   imjiortance  with  all 
those  who  study  the  science  of  government. 

AMtmcAN  States  The  election  of 

the  new  President  and  Vice  President,  whic-h 
has  taken  place  before  now,  will,  it  is 
thought,  terminate  in  favour  of  the  Jelfer- 
son  party,  and  in  the  election  of  Mk.  Ma- 
pisoN  to  the  office  of  prifisident.  If  so,  the 
embargo  will,  probably,  continue  ;  but,  the 
Tiolatioas  of  it;  ths  almost  open  defiance  of 


it;  will  not  be  less  than  they  now  are. 
We  were  told,  that  the  Americans  could 
starve  the  West  India  Islands.  Those  Is- 
lands were,  perhaps,  never  much  better 
supplied  from  America  than  they  now  are, 
flnd  have  been  ever  since  the  embargo  was 
laid.  The  town  of  Halilax,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
is  become  a  grand  dej'ositury  for  Ameri- 
can produce,  whence  it  is  shipped  to 
the  West  Indies.  And,  in  fact,  all  that 
Mr.  Jcl^erson  and  his  bitter  set  have 
done,  with  a  view  of  injuring  England,  hat 
had  no  other  effect  than  that  of  injuring  his 
fo;jlish  constituents. 

Corn  against  Sugar. The  effect  of 

the  American  Embargo  puts  one  in  mind  of 
the   alarm  of  the  "  Barley-Growers,"  who 
are  now  selling  at  from  30  to  60  shillings  a 
quarter  that  corn,  which   they  were  afraid 
would  sink  below  37  shillings  a  quarter  ;  and 
who,  upon   seeing   the  ports  in    the   Baltic 
and    in   America   closed   against   us,    were 
seized    with   a  dread,    that    we   should   be 
starved  in  consequence  of  being  able  to  con- 
vert into  bread  300,000   quarters  a   year  of 
that  corn  of    our  own  growth,  which  we 
fonr>erly    employed    in     making    spirituous 
liquors  !      I   defy  all  the  world,   the  readers 
of  the  Morning  Post  not  excepted,  to  pro- 
duce me  an  instance  of  folly   equal  to  this. 
Mr.    Wakefield  denied  me  the  privilege  of 
judging  upon  such  a  subject,  because   I  was 
not  a  practical  farmer.     Just   as   if    it  was 
necessary  for  a   man  to  be  a    good  hand   at 
ploughing  and  sowing,  in  order  to  be  certain 
that   300,000  quarters  of  bread  corn  would 
add  to  the   food  of  the   nation.     It  was  a 
(jnestion  of  such  plain  common  sense,  that, 
to  come  to  a  right  decision,  there   required 
neither  experience  nor  reason.     Bailey  must 
now  be  dear   till  next  harvest ;  so   that,  at 
any   late,  there  is  one  year  for  the  Barley- 
Growers,  free  of  that  mischief,  which  they 
really  did^  or  atiected  to,  anticipate. 


*.ji.*  A  letter  from  Lord  Anson  to  tha 
Freeholders  of  Staffordshire  is  inserted,  be- 
cause it  is  right  that  my  readers,  who  have 
seen  the  letter  of  A.  B.  should  see,  that  that 
nobleman  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  county  meeting. 

The  Income  of  the  Dl'ke  of  York  I  do 
not  state  (his  week,  because  my  intention 
is  to  publish,  along  viith  it,  tha  whole  of 
the  act  of  parliament,  granting  him  the  es- 
tate in  Surrey,  and  which  is  too  long  to  be 
inserted,  except  in  a  double  number. 

Major  Hogan  does  not  answer  mv  re" 
quest.  I  have  a  letter  before  me,  saving, 
that,  next  week,  "  the  publisher  of  Major 
' '  Hogau'i  Appeal  will  seiid  me  a  letter  upo* 


m^ 


"  Ihe  Mibject  of  that  Appeal,  and  parlicul;ir- 
"  \y  witli  respect  to  the  Bank  NoTiis."  I 
djre  say,  that  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
the  inst-rtion  of  the  intended  letter;  but, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  apprizing  the  writer, 
that  I  atnratlier  surprizeil,  that  the  nnmlfers 
of  (he  Bank  Notes  have  not  been  publish- 
ed. As  the  Major  expressed  liis  anxious 
desire  to  relurji  the  notes,  one  would  think 
that  he  must  sli/l  have  ihem  in  hi'^  posses- 
sion ;  and,  the  gentleman  who  suggested  the 
question  to  me,  assured  me,  that,  if  the 
numbers  were  adveitised,  the  notes  would 
be  traced  to  the  late  f}osse<;so7 ,  with  the 
greatest  facility.  What  I  should  do,  were 
I  in  the  Major's  place,  is  this.  State  pub- 
lickly  the  numbers  of  the  notes,  and  offer 
to  give  them  up  to  whomsoever  \vnu\d  pnwtj 
A  fjroprielnrship  in  thein,  than  which,  I  am 
told,  nothing  is  more  easy.  The  fact  is, 
that,  if  the  Major  does  this,  the  public  will 
believe  hia  account,  respecting  the  notes, 
to  be  true;  if  he  do«s  it  not,  they  will, 
with  very  gieat  reason,  believe  it  to  be  a 
most  atrocious  falsehood. 
BoUey,  December  1,   1S08. 
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NEW  EDITION  OF  THE  STATE  TRIALS. 
On  Monday,  the  2nd  of  January,  ISOp, 
will  be  published  flo  be  completed  \n 
Thirty-six  Monthly  Parts, forming  Twelve 
very  large  Volumes  in  Royal  OclavoJ, 
Part  ihe  First,  Price  \0s.  (id.  of 

COBBHTT'S 
COMPLETE    COLLECTION    OF 

State  Trials, 

AND  PROCF,Er>INGS  FOR  HIGH  TKEASON, 
AND  OTtltiK  CHIMES  AND  MISDKMK  AKORS , 
PhOM  THi;  EAIiLIEST  PEKIOD  DOWN  TO 
IHE   PRESENT   TIME. 

In  proceeding  with  the  Parliamentary 
History,  which   it   has  been,  and   is,  one 
ot  the    principal  objects  of  my  i\t\i  to  lay 
complete    before   the  i.iiblic  of  the  present 
day,   and,   in  that  sta;e,   to  have  ihe  sati^fac-   | 
tion    of  leaving  it  to  posterity,   1    h.ive,   for   ! 
some  time  past,  perceived  that  ther«  would   ' 
still    be    wanting    a  Work    like  that  above  ; 
described.     In  putting  to  myself  this  ques- 
tion, "   How  shall    I  go  to  work  to  secure  | 
"  the  best  chance  of  rendering  a  son  capable  i 
"  of    accomplishing    great    tlimgs  ;     tit    to 
"  have   a    share    in  guiding   the    minds  of  j 
"  others;  of  weight  sufficient  to  make  him  \ 
"  an  object   of  respect  with   good,  and  of  ! 
''  dre.id  with  bad  public  men  ?"    In  putting   ' 
this  question  to  myself,  the  answer  my  mind 
suggcbted  was :   '<  Suffer  not  his  tiai'e  to  be 
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''^  wasted  in  learning  sounds  instead  of  sense; 
"  suffer  not  his  body  and  mind  to  be  debi- 
litated by  continual  coiihnement  and 
''  continual  controul  and  correction.  Give 
•'   him,  God   being    your   helper,    a    sound 

l)ody  and  strong   limbs;   habituate  him  to 

bear  faiigue,  to  move  with  confidence 
"  and  rapidity  in  the  dark  ;   to  fare  and  to 

sleep  hard  ;  and,  abov(?  all  other  ihings  in 
^1  the  world,  to  rise  with  tiie  lark,  thus 
^'  making  his  year  equal  to  eighteen  months 

of  his  edirminate  contemporaries.  Next 
''^  lead  him  into  the  paths  of /twoiWco'^e.  not 
''^  minding  whether  pedants  call  it  learning, 
'^  or  not  ;  and,  when  he  arrives  at  the 
^'^  proper    age    for    acquiring   that   sort  o€ 

knowledge,  make  him  acquainted  with 
^'  every  thing  material,  as  to  public  aflairs, 
"  that  has  really  occurred  in  his  country 
^^  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  present  day. 

Open  to  him  the  book,  not  of  speculation, 
''^  but  of  unerring  experience.  That  he  may 
''^  be  able  to  judge  of  what  is,  as  well 
"  as  of  what  ought  to  be,  show  him,  in 
"  detail,  all  the  political  causes  and  effects, 

to  be  found  in  our  h-story  ;  make  him 
"  "ies  clearly  how  this  nation  has  come  up, 
"  and  how  this  government  has  grown  to- 
"  gether." 

From  these,  or  such  like  reflections,  sprang 
that  arduous  undertaking,  the  Parliamen- 
tary History  of  England;  and,  from 
the  same  source  arises  the  Work,  which  I 
now  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  public. 
As  I  proceeded  with  the  History,  I  found, 
that  to  read  discussions,  relating  to  Trials  for 
High  Treason  and  for  other  high  Crimes  and 
Misdemeanors,  and  not  to  be  able  to  refer 
immediately  to  those  Trials,  they  being  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
parliament,  and  being  a  detailed  relation  of 
some  of  the  most  important  and  most  inte- 
resting events  to  be  recordcfl,  couki  not^fail 
to  be  greatly  disadvantageous  to  the  student  : 
yet,  to  bring  irto  the  History  such  a  mass 
of  legal  proceedings,  which  admitted  of 
little  abridgment,  was,  for  several  reasons, 
not  to  be  thought  of.  I,  therefore,  resolved 
to  form  them  into  a  separate  Work,  to  b« 
published  during  the  same  time,  and  in  th« 
same  manner,  as  to  paper  and  print,  with 
the  Parliame^jtary  History. 

Besides  the  consideration  of  uniformity, 
there  were  others  which  had  great  weight  in 
this  determination.  The  State  Trials  ar» 
now  lo  be  found  only  in  an  edition  of  Eleven 
Volumes  in  folio,  a  form  so  un wield v  that  it 
is  impossible  they  should  ever  be  much  read, 
to  say  nothing  of  their  incomplete  state,  or 
of  the  expeiice ;  which  latter  alone,  owing 
to  tlie_8carciness  of  even  this  imperfect  gdi- 
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tion,  must   be  a  serious  obstacle  to  general 
circulation.       So   that    ttiis   Work,    thoLigh 
absDlutely  necessary   to  the  lawyer  and  the 
professed  politician,  very  curious,  interest- 
ing and  instructive,  in  itself,  and,  in  a  high 
degree,    illustrative   of  the    iegal,    political, 
and  constitutional  history  of  the  country,  is 
to    be  met    with    in    but   very   few  private   . 
libraries,  those  of  counsellors  and  solicitors   , 
not  excepted.     The  mere  redu-ction  of  size,    | 
from  the  unmanageable  folio  of  former  edi-    j 
tions   to    that  of  the   Royal  Octjvo,  double   1 
page,  which   unites  economy    with    conve-    •■ 
uience,   will,  in  itself,  be  no  inconsiderable   \ 
improvement.     But,    the   proposed   edition    j 
will  possess  tlie  following  addition, il  advan-    I 
tages  :      J.  The  Series  will  comuRnce  more   i 
than  two  hundred  years  before  tlie  time  of 
the  earliest  transaction  noticed  in  ihe  former 
editions.     2.    Many    very  important   Trials 
and  curious  matters,  omitted  in  the  former 
editions,  though  occurring  within  the  period 
which  those  Editions  embrace,  will  be  sup- 
plied ;  and  the  Series  will  be  continued  down 
to  the  present  time.     3.   Many  useless  repe- 
titions, ceremonials,  &c.    will    be    omitted, 
but  every   Trial    will   be  scrupulously  pre- 
served :     4.    Many    unmeaning    and   unin- 
structive  pleadiiigs  will  be  omitted  ;  yer,  all 
those,  which  are  either  curious  in  themselves, 
or  upon  which  any  question   arose,  will  be 
carefully  retained  :   5.  The  difi'erent  articles, 
relative  to  each  case,  will  be  placed  together, 
so  that  the  trouble  of  frequent   references 
backwards  and  forwards,  attending  a  perusal 
of  the    former   editions,    will    be  avoided  ; 
and,  where  references  from  one  part  of  the 
work  to  another  necessarily  occur,  the  paging 
of  the  present  work  will  alone  be  regarded, 
so  that  the  ccviit'ibion  arising  from  the  various 
pagings  of  the  former  editions   will,  in  no 
case,  arise  tc  teaze  and   retard  the   reader  : 
6.  The  Trials,  instead  of  being  placed  in  the 
vexatious  disorder    of  the    former   editions, 
will  stand  in  one  regular  chronological  suc- 
cession, unless  where  a  different  arrangement 
shall  be  dictated  by  some  special  reason  ;  as 
for  instance,  where  more  Trials   than  one 
concern  the  same  party,  or  the  same  trans- 
action ;   for,  in  such  cases,  it  may  sometimes 
be  thought  adviseable  to  break  through  the 
order   of  time,    for  the  sake  of  exhibiting 
together   all  the  particulars  relating  to  the 
same  matter  or  the  same  person  :     7-  Brief 
historical  notices  of  the  conspicuous  persons 
mentioned   in  the  Work,  or   references  to 
published  accounts  of  them,  will  be  occa- 
sionally inserted:     8.  Where  points  of  law 
arise,  references  will  be  made  to  those  parts 
of  the  Ivaw  Digests,  or  Treatises  on  Criminal 
I&aw,    in   which  the  principles   and  cases, 
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relating  to  such  points,  are  laid  down,  or 
collected  :  (J.  In  like  manner,  references 
will  be  made  to  my  Parliamentary  History 
lor  Parliamentary  Proceedinijs  coimected 
with  any  Trial,  and  to  other  works  calcu- 
lated to  elucidate  any  part  of  this  Collection 
of  Trials  :  10.  Some  Trials  before  Courts 
Martial,  but  those  only  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance and  most  general  interest,  and 
illustrative  of  the  history  of  the  times,  will 
be  preserved  in  this  Work  :  11.  To  each 
Volume  there  will  be  prefixed  a  full  and 
clear  Table  of  Contents,  and  in  the  last 
Volume  there  will  be  a  General  Index  to  the 
whole  Work,  so  complete  that  I  hope  it 
will  be  found  to  leave  nothing  of  any  im- 
portance difficult  to  be  referred  to. 

It  is  computed,  that  the  Eleven  Volumes 
of  the  last  edition  of  the  State  Trials  will 
be  comprized  in  Nine  Volumes  of  the  f^evr 
Edition,   and  that  the  Additional  Matter  to 


bring  the  Work  down  to  the  present  time, 
will  make  three  Volumes  more.  The  whol« 
Work,  therefore,  will  consist  of  Twelvs 
very  large  Volumes.  The  paper  and  print 
will  be,  in  every  respect,  similar  to  those  of 
the  Parliamentary  History.  In  the  mode  of 
publication  only  there  will  be  this  ditferewce  j 
that,  while  the  History  is  published  in 
Volumes,  the  Trials  will  be  published  ia 
Parts,  one  Part  coming  out  on  the  first  day 
of  every  month,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Magazines  and  other  monthly  publications  j 
and  will,  like  those  publications,  be  sold  by 
all  the  Booksellers,  Law-Stationers,  and 
Newsmen  in  the  kingdom.  Three  Parts 
will  make  a  volume,  and  it  will  be  optional 
with  the  Subscribers,  to  take  the  Parts  sepa- 
rately, or  quarterly  to  take  the  Volumes 
bound  in  boards,  in  a  way  exactly  similar  to 
that  of  the  History. 

For  me  to  pretend  to  undertake,  unassist- 
ed, a  Work  of  this  sort,  which,  to  execute 
well,  requires  the  pen  of  a  person  not  only 
possessed  of  great  leonl  knowledge,  but  also 
ivell  versed  in  the  hiitory  of  the  law,  would 
be  great  presumption.  Without  such  assist- 
ance the  Work  was  not  to  be  thought  of 
for  a  moment;  and,  I  am  convinced,  that 
the  very  first  Part  will  satisfy  the  reader, 
that  it  has  not  been  undertaken  without 
means  of  every  kind  sufKcient  to  carry  it  on 
to  a  conclusion,  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
matter  so  generally  interesting  and  highly 
important.  In  the  publication  of  the  His- 
tory, I  relied  upon  the  sound  sen^e  of  the 
public,  rather  than  upon  the  prevailing  lite- 
rary taste  of  the  times  ;  and  from  the  suc- 
cess of  that  Work,  I  am  convinced  that  suc- 
cess will  attend  this  also,  I  am  convinced, 
that  there  are  readers^  and  readers  eaoui^h. 
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the  manner  in  which   the  Requisition  was 
announced,   I  now  feel  it  my  duty  to  enter 
my  public  protest  ngiinst  a  Vote  of  Thanks 
I.)  the  Higli  Sheriff",  moved  at   the  Meeting 
u-liich    did   take  place   at  Stafford  ;  for,  in 
direct  opposition  to  the   statement   made  in 
th.1t  motion,   I  do  conceive  tliat  there  was  at 
least,  much,  and  most  notorious  irregularity 
In    the  mode  of  convening   that   asiembly. 
Under  the  same   impressions   it  wjs  judged 
riglit   by   niany  of  my    friend-i,  not  to  give 
sanction  to  such  a  Requisition   by   llicir  at- 
tendance on  the  day  appointed  by  the  Sheriff. 
In    this,  I  felt    myself  obliged,  though  un- 
willingly, to  concur,  as  my   health    would 
not  allow  of  my  personal  appearance  in  the 
county — a  circumstance  which  I  cannot  suf- 
ficiently deplore.     For,   most  assuredly,  had 
I  been  present  at  Stafford    on  the  llth  itvsr. 
1  would,  at  all  events,    have  had  the  honour 
ot  proposing  to  you  the  intended  Address  or 
Petition  to  his   Majesty,   (a  copy  of  which 
you  have  no  doubt  seen   in  the  Staffx^rdnhire 
Advertiser);     and  notwithstanding  it  was  a 
Convention  of  the  County,  not  at  all  agree- 
ing with  my  own  ideas  of  regularity,  should 
certaiidy  have  given  my  Brother  Freeholders 
an  opportunity  of  deciding   upon  the  merits 
of  the  Address,  which  it  would,  under  such 
ciraimstances,  have  f.dlen  to  my  lot  to  pro- 
pose,    and     the    uncalled-for    Resolutions, 
which,  though  ihey  may  probably  speak  the 
sentiments  of  some  few  of  the  most  power- 
ful interests  in  the  county,  I  will  venture  to 
assert  and  maintnin,  are  by  no  means  decla- 
ratory of  the  real  and  general  sense  of  the 
people,  with    respect    to  the  terms  of  that 
niOH{  weak  and  disgraceful,  though  impor- 
tant Convention,  upon    which    myself  and 
many  of  mv  friends  felt  anxious  to  express 
our  sentiments  to  his  Majesty,  in  a  manner 
the  most  loyal  and  constinuional.     It  may, 
I  know,  be  urged,  that  his  Majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased    to  institute  an  Inquiry. 
It  is  upon  this  point,  that    myself  and  my 
friends  on  the  other  side  are  at  issue.     His 
Majesty  (as  we  are  informed  by  the  public 
prints)  has   indeed  ordered  a  Military  Court 
of    Inquiry,    and    the  adoption  of    such   a 
inod'i  of  Inquiry  may,  at   first  view,  appear 
to  some  persons  to  be  all-sufticient.     But  I 
beg  lc3\'e  to  ask,   m  case  that  Military  Grand 
Jury   should   throw  out    the  Bill,   how,  or. 
from  what  quarter  is  the  nation  to  look  for 
an  explanation  either  consolatory  or  satisfac* 
tory  ?     And  I   very    much  doubt   whether, 
in  any  point  of  view,  such  a  Court   will  be 
competent  to  alFord  full  and  comprehensive 
satisfaction  to   the   Country  at    large.     It  is 
upon  tlitsc  grounds  that   myself  and  tViencli 


8S3] 

who  wish  to  know,  from  authentic  sources, 

what  the  J'ucts  of  our  history  are  ;   how  our 

government  really  was  administered  hereto- 
fore ;  what  sort  ot  men  our  forefathers  jvo/Zy 

were,  and  how  they  realli/  acted  ;  and  who 

will  not  he  satisfied  with  the  vague  notions 

which  alone  can  be  collected  from  historical 

magic   Idulhorns,    like   that  of    Hume   for 

instance,  in  which   no  one   single  object  is 

plainly  or  distinctly   presented  to   us,    but 

Avhere   a    multitude    of    images    are    made 

rapidly  and   confusedly  to    pass    before  our 

eyes,  distorted  and  discoloured   according  to 

the  taste  of  the  showman. 

Dec.}.  ISOS.  W.  COBBETT. 

*^*  Tiie  First  Part  will  be  published  on 

Monday  the  2d  of  January,  1  ?00  ;  and  as  the 

number   of  copies  of  the    succeeding  parts 

must,  of  course,  be  regulated  by  the  degree 

of  success  that  can   reasonably    be  counted 
upon,   Subscribers  are  respectfully  requested 

to  send  in  their  Names  as  early  as  possible. 

The  Work  will  be  published  by  R.  Bag- 
shaw,  Brydges  Street,  Covent  Garden  ; 
and  will  be  sold  by  J.  Budd,  Pail-Mall;  J. 
Faulder,  New  Bond  Street;  H.  D.  Sy- 
monds.  Paternoster  Row  ;  Black,  Parry,  and 
Kingsbury,  Leadenhall  Street;  J.  Archer, 
Dublin;  and  by  every  Bookseller,  Law- 
Staiioner,  and  Newsman  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

LoKD  AssoN 
To  the  Freeholders  of  the  Counhj  of  Stafford. 
Having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Requisi- 
tion to  the  High  Sheriff  to  call  a  Meeting  of 
the  County  of  Stafford,  I  am  induced  to 
trespass  upon  }Our  patience,  to  state,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  my  sentiments  re  pecting 
some  part  of  the  proceedings  which  did 
actually  take  place  at  the  Meeting.  I  en- 
tered ruy  Protest  against  the  form  adopted 
by  the  High  Sheriff  for  introducing  the 
Requisition  to  public  notice.  The  form 
was  certainly  uiuisual,  I  believe  unprece- 
dented, and  a  direct  deviation  on  the  part  of 
the    High    Sheriff  in    his   official    capacity, 

from  what  I  humbly  conceived  to  be  strictly 

his  duty.     I  should  be  almost  inclined  to  say 

that  the   calling  together  a  Meeting  of  any 

County  in  a  manner  so  novel,  was  ill-judged 

and    ill-advised,  'Inasmuch    as    it  might  be 

liable  to  the  imputation   of  haviHg  been  so 

proclaimed,  for  the  express  purpo.ie  of  crea- 
tine  some  difference  of    opinion,    as    well 

amongst  the  Rcquisitionists,  as  amongst  the 

other  Freeholders  of  the  County,  with  the 

hopes,  by  such  a  manuGuvre  of  marring  the 

object  of  the  JNIeeting,  and  thus  checking, 

if  possible,  the  ebullition    of  public   spirit. 

Such  having  been  my  sentimcius  respcctiug  I  were  desirous  of  pelitioning  his  Majesty   to 
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convene  his  Parliament,  for  the  purpose  of 
instituting    nn     inquiry     and     Investigation 
before  that   Constitutional    Tribunal.      Par- 
liament is  said  to  We  the  voice  of  the  People  ; 
by  some    persons  it   may    be  objected  that 
it  is  not    precisely  so  at  this  moment^  and 
though  the    public  expectations  and  anxious 
wish  for  truth,  and  nothing   but  the  truth, 
miglit  be  disappointed  equally,  even  by  such 
a  reference,  yet  the  people   at   large  vv'ould 
certainly  have  no  right  to  complain,   as  they 
could    only    blame    themselves   for    having 
elected  such  Representatives,  as  could  sacri- 
fice their  Country's  glory  and  honour,  either 
from  fear  of  avowing  constitutional    princi- 
ples, or  with  a  view  of  promoting  their  own 
private    interest,    or    party    spirit.— Having 
thus  entered  my  decided  protest  against  the 
Resolutions  passed  at  the  Meeting  which  did 
take  place,  1   shall    now  say  a  word  or  two 
upon  the  Address    intended   to   have    been 
proposed,  the  object  of  which  was.  to  re- 
quest his  Majesty  to  summon  hi»  Parliament, 
and  to  bring  the  discussion   of  the  unfortu- 
nate Convention  before  that,  the  only  Con- 
stitutional Court. — I  earnestly  request  you 
to  examine  with  attention  the  words  of  that 
Address.     No    attack   is    made     upon     the 
character  of  any  set  of  men.     No   attempt 
is  made  to  prejudge   any  Commander.     No 
allusion  is  made  to  any  individual — 1  defy 
the  most  zealous  or  scrutinizing  prerogative 
stickler,  to  point  out  any  part  of  that  Address, 
which    is   wanting  eithtr    in  loyalty,  or  at- 
tachmeRt  to  the   Sovereign.     Jt  is,  on   the 
contrary,    couched   in    terms   of    the    most 
proper  respect  towards  his   Majesty  ;  at  the 
same  time,  that,  in  temperate  but  dignified 
language,  it  asserts  the  right  of  the  subject, 
and  expresses  boldly,  that  just  sense  of  the 
disgrace,  which  has  fallen  upon  the  national 
character,    by  an   event   as    unaccountable, 
as  it  was  unexpected.     The  Address  implies 
distinctly   an    imputation   of  blame   some- 
where, and  solicits  a  Parliamentary  Inquiry 
into  the  causes  of  an  evil  of  such  magnitude. 
— I  shall  now  take  my    leave  of  you,  with 
only  requesting  that  you  will  compare  care- 
fully  and    without   prejudice   the    intended 
Address,     with     those    Resolutions,    which 
were  carried  at    the    Meeting.     Let  every 
man  appeal  fairly  to  his  own  heart,  whether 
the  Address  intended  to  have  been  proposed, 
is  not  more  adapted  to  his  own   private  sen- 
timents, more  consonant   to  the  public  opi- 
nion, and  more  congenial  to  the  feelings  of 
every  Englishman,  who  professes  an  honest, 
though  not  parasitical  loyalty    to   his  King, 
and  an  attachment  invincible  to  the  laws  and 
Constitution  of  his  Country. — I  entreat  you 
to  make  this  comparison  in  order  to  conviuce 
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yourselves,  that  the  Address  alluded  to, 
breathes  NO  spirit,  which  is  not  most  truly 
and  strictly  honourable  to  the  feciinga  of 
subjects  of  a  great  empire,  and  that  I  may 
stand  acquitted  before  my  }3rother  Freehold- 
ers, ot  having  been  actuated  by  any  oilier 
motives,  than  such  as  glow  in  the  breast  of 
every  true  and  fre>born  Briton.  1  am 
proud  of  participating  in  such  sentiments, 
and  have  the  honour  to  be,  "  In  this  matter, 
"  as  in  all  others  in  which"  not  only  "  the 
"  Independence  and  Honour  of  the  County 
"  of  SiaiTord"  but  of  "  the  Kingdom  at 
"  large,  are  concerned," — BrofherPVeehold- 
ers, — Your  devoted  and  taithful  Servant, 
— Anson.      Batk,  Nov.  15th,  1S08. 
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Buenos  Ayres. Proclamatiuri   ly  ■  Dnn 

Santiago  Liniers  y  Bremond,  Viceroy, 
Governor,  and  Provincial  Captnia-Gcve- 
ral  of  the  Provinces  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
tSfc.  Dated  Buenos  Ayres,  Aug.  15,1808. 
(Concluded  from  p.  bC)4.) 
1  communicate  this  by  special  cou- 
riers, to  all  the  heads  of  provinces  on 
this  continent,  that  by  adopting  one  uni- 
form system,  they  may  make  the  greater 
efforts  to  facilitate  the  succours  necessary  to 
preserve  the  glory  acquired  by  a  city,  which 
from  its  local  situation,  and  its  energy,  has 
been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  the  impreg- 
nable bulwark  of  South  America.  But  [ 
cannot  conclude  without  impressing  upon 
you,  and  yourbclves  cannot  but  know  it, 
that  no  force  incomparable  to  union  of  opi- 
nion and  feeling,  nor  any  means  more  effec- 
tive to  preserve  you  invincible  than  recipro- 
cal confidence  between  you  and  the  consti- 
tuted authorities,  who,  attentive  only  to 
the  public  interest  and  benefit,  will  see 
with  dissatisfiiction  and  abhorrence  every 
thing  that  opposes  or  separates  itself  from 
the  general  prosperity. — Santiago  L,i- 
NiERS. — Buenos  Jyres,  Aug.  11,   1S08. 

French  Expose. Paris,  Nov.  3  - — In 

the  sitting  of  yesterday,  his  excellency 
the  minister  of  the  interior,  accompanied 
by  Messrs.  de  Segur  and  CorvettO;  counsel- 
lors of  state,  pronounced  the  following 
speech  on  the  situation  of  the  French  em- 
pire :  — Gentlemen,  you  terminated  your 
last  sessi&n,  leaving  the  empire  happy,  and 
its  chief  loaded  with  glory.  The  year  has 
passed  away,  and  a  multitude  of  new  cir- 
cumstances have  added  to  the  good  fortune 
of  the  country,  and  increased  our  hopes  of 
future  benefits.  Ail  that  I  have  to  state  to 
you,  gentlemen,  isalreidy  known  te  you  ; 
and>  for  your  fuil  iaforaiatioi-j,  I  have  onl/ 


to  retrace  to  your  memory  the  principal 
events  which  have  filled  up  the  interval  be- 
tween your  last  and  yonr  jnescnt  session, 
and  to  recal  to  you  the  additional  advan- 
tages for  which  France  is  indebted  to  the 
wisdom  and  vnlonrot  her  sovereign.  I  will 
Speak  to  you  first  of  the  wants  of  nations  ; 
justice,  public  instruction,  the  arts  and 
sciences,  the  numerous  branches  of  internal 
administration,  public  worship,  the  finances, 
and  our  principal  relations  with  the  states  of 
the  Continent,  The  recital  will  bring  us  of 
course  to  this  lamentable  war,  which  we 
rD'untaiu  against  one  single  people.  The 
glory  of  our  nation  wounds  tliat  people^  our 
strength  alarms  them;  the  independence  ofour 
commerce  and  our  industry  disquiets  them  ; 
every  thing  is  again  subjected  to  the  fortune 
bf  war  3  but  the  days  of  justice  are  not  far 
distant. —  [Here  fijllowsa  long  detail  respect- 
ing the  administration  of  jujtice,  the  prin- 
^Cipal  amelioration  of  which  consists  in  the 
establishment  of  the  trial  by  jury,  on  the 
precise  principles  of  the  English  law.  The 
next  head  is  that  of  public  worship,  which 
is  followed  by  that  of  sciences  and  literature, 
public  instruction,  Sec. — These  articles  be- 
ing of  great  length,  and  less  immediate  im- 
portance, we  reserve  them  for  a  future  op- 
portunity, and  proceed  to  the  heads  which 
are  most  interesting  to  the  English  reader.] 
—Among  the  arts  of  indusry  which  have 
made  progress  in  the  course  of  this  year, 
we  must  enumerate  the  manufactury  of  tin. 
In  two  of  our  manufactories  they  have  at- 
tained a  degree  of  perfection,  no  ways 
yielding  to  that  of  the  English.  A  premium 
of  encouragement  has  been  given  according- 
ly ;  and  another  is  also  destined  to  ulterior 
eti'orts  in  the  same  branch. — The  mechanics, 
in  their  endeavours  of  simplifying  t'leir 
looms,  and  introducing  economy  in  their 
labours,  have  often  also  improved  the  quality 
of  their  stul^s.  I'hose  that  are  used  in  the 
weaving  of  cotton,  have,  for  several  years, 
been  much  multiplied  ;  the  spirit  of  inven- 
tion has  brought  them  to  perfection.  There 
is  nothing  now  hut  what  we  can  make,  and 
very  well.  The  weaving  of  the  cotton  hai 
made  as  marked  a  progress  as  the  spinning. 
'J  iiese  two  kinds  of  industry  are  already 
adequate  to  the  consumption  of  the  empire, 
which  is  forever  liberated  of  the  grievous 
taxation  it  has  hitherto  been  under  to  the 
Indian  manufacturers  and  to  their  opprea- 
»ors.  The  machines  best  calculated  lor  the 
manufacture  of  cloths,  are  already  in  wide 
circulation;  they  have  lately  been  much 
encouraged  by  advances  made  to  different 
manufacturers  in  the  de;)artments. — The 
( on.scLvatory  of  arts  and  handicraft  is  daily 
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enriching  by  the  requisition  of  new  patterns 
and  is  entitled  to  commendation  for  the 
information  which  the  pupils  receive,  who 
frequent  its  school  of  drawing  and  descrip- 
tive geometry.  Reforms  have  been  made  in 
the  school  at  Chalons-sur-Marne. — The  con- 
sultation chambers  of  the  manufactures  are 
hastening  to  present  useful  views,  which  will 
be  taken  advantage  of.  The  institution  of 
arbitrators,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  with 
celerity  variances  that  may  arise  between  the 
workmen  and  their  employers,  render  to 
industry  services  which  have  been  set  forth. 
Since  your  last  session,  gentlemen,  several 
towns  have  demanded  them,  and  there  arc 
already  some  established  at  Nimes.  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  AvignoH,  Troics,  JSIulhausen,  Se- 
dan, and  Thiers. 

Commeice. — The  political  events  have 
been  unfavourable  to  commerce.  It  still  was 
kept  alive  in  the  midst  of  the  contentions 
that  have  deluged  the  Continent  in  blood, 
because  those  nations  that  were  involved  in 
the  war  preferred  their  neutrality— thac 
right  deemed,  even  in  our  times,  inviolable. 
But  the  English  legislation,  already  misled 
by  the  ambition  of  universal  monopoly,  ha« 
overthrown  the  ancient  barrier  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  trampled  their  independence 
under  foot,  substituting  in  the  room  of  them 
a  new  maritime  code.  The  ordinances  of 
his  Britannic  majesty  have  realized  these 
innovations  :  thai  of  the  1 1th  of  November, 
180/,  is  particularly  remarkable-,  it  pro- 
nounces, by  an  universal  blockade,  the  in- 
terdiction of  all  our  ports,  in  subjecting  the 
ships  of  neutral  powers,  friendly  and  evea 
allied  to  Great  Britain,  to  the  visitation  of 
its  cruisers,  to  be  conducted  to  British  ports, 
and  there  to  be  taxed  by  an  arbitrary  inquisi- 
tion.— The  emperor,  obliged  to  oppose  jus» 
reprisals  to  this  strange  legislation,  gave  oul 
the  decree  of  the  23d  of  November,  or- 
daining ihe  seizure  and  confiscation  of  the 
ships  which,  after  having  touched  in  Eng- 
glandj  should  enter  the  ports  of  France. — 
From  these  measures,  provoked  by  the  Bri- 
tish laws,  the  almost  absolute  cessation  of 
the  maritime  relations,  and  many  privations 
fur  the  French  merchants,  manufacturers, 
and  consumers,  must  h.we  necessarily  en- 
sued. We  all  know  with  what  resignation 
these  privations  were  endured;  we  know  that 
they  are  already  become  habitual,  that  they 
have  awakened  the  genius  of  invention,  and 
produced  a  thousand  resources  in  substitution 
of  the  objects  which  we  are  in  want  of;  we 
know,  finally,  that  a  great  nation,  essen- 
tially agricultural,  can,  by  possessing  in 
abundance  all  abides  of  utility,  easily  fore- 
go thos«,  which  only  form  tenain   iuxuiie* 
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or  convenienclea  of  life,  particularly  when 
its  independence  and  glory  should  be  put  at 
stake. — These   circnmstatices  have  favoured 
one  of  the  greatest    scourges  of  commerce, 
smuggling.    But  it  has  been  strongly  repress- 
ed. The  government  is  preparing  new  means 
against  this    foe  to  tlie  public    revenue,  and 
national  industry;   the  great  emoluments  it 
procures  excites  the  most  ardent   cupidity. 
Those,  who  ought  not  to  be  honoursd  with 
the    approbation    of    merchants,    lest   we 
should  degrade  commerce,  are  still  devoting 
themselves    to   criminal    peculations  ;     they 
think  that  they  are  only  braving  the   shame 
of  an  ordinary  transgression  ;  but  the   pub- 
lic indignation  and  vengeance  will  overtake 
them,  and  teach    them   that  under  circum- 
stances where  the    nation   employs  for   its 
defence,     in    an     unexampled     war,     the 
interdiction    of    all    commercial     relatione 
with     the   enemy,    the    violation    of    thess 
dispositions  is   an  hostile  declaration,   a  true 
alliance  with   this  same  enemy  ;  that  con- 
«equently  every     smuggler     renounces    the 
benefit  of  the  municipal  laws,  to  be   sub- 
jected solely  to   those  of  war,  and   that  he 
ought  lo  dread  the  terrible  and  rapid  applica- 
tion of  those  laws,  which  authorise  the  in- 
vasion of  his  fortune  and   personal   castiga- 
tion. — The  government,  penetrated  with  the 
situation  of  the  French  commerce,  has  strove 
to  mitigate  the  evils,  to  provide  for  its  wants. 
—Abroad,    a   treaty  with    the  kingdom  of 
Italy  secures  to   France   all   the  advantages 
which  are    compatible  with   the  reciprocal 
justice.     In     the     interior,    various     sums, 
which  have  been  advanced  to  nwnufacturers 
and   proprietors  of   produce,  which   public 
events  had  accumulated  or  cramped  in  their 
stores. — The   Caisse    d' Afviortissement    has 
Interfered  in  the  onttittings   of  adventurers, 
— A  law  has  limited   the  bounds  of  the  in- 
terest on  money  ;  offices  established  at  Lyons 
and   at  Rouen  are  prelusive  to  a  grand   sys- 
tem  of  facility    in    the   circulation   of    the 
numerary  and  merchandize  — The  exchange 
and  the  commercial  tribunal  of  Paris  see  ris- 
ing for  their  accommodation  a  stately  palace, 
on  the  scite  ot  the  nunnery  of  St.  Thomas, 
-^Conformably  to  the  new  code,  an   orga- 
nisation   of  the    tribunals   of  commerce  of 
the  empire  is  preparing.     The  prefects,  the 
courts  of  appeal  have  been  consulted  on  the 
most  eligible  scites   for   these   tribunals,  as 
well  as  on  the  subject  of  their  number,  the 
judges  and  their  surrogates.     A  general  pro- 
ject has  been  submitted  to  the  discussion  of 
the  council   of  state,  and  to  the  sanction  of 
his  majesty, 

^Agriculture. — The  prefects,  the  courts  of 
appeal,  aad  of  the  members  of  the  general 


councils  of  department,  formed  in  commis- 
sion, are  also  called  upon  to  give  their  advice 
on  a  project  of  the    g'-eattst   utility,   that  of 
a  rural  code,  so  important  to  the    prosperity 
of   agriculture,    and   so   closely    irtcrwoveo 
with  national   prosperity.-— In  the  meantime, 
one  of  the  principal  improvements  (;f  which 
ngriculture   is   capable,  is  daily  elfccted  by 
the   re-organization   of  our  repositories   for 
the  breed  of  horses.     Eight  new  rep(jsitories 
of    stallions    have    been   formed    this   year. 
Premiums   held    out  to  the  owners   of  th? 
best  horses   brought   to  the  fairs,    rewards 
decreed  at  thedepartmental  races,  are  so  many 
additional  means  of  favouring  the  production 
of  the  most  eligible  species  of  this  animal. 
— Two  new  sheep-farms  have  been  introdu- 
ced.    Six    hundred    Merinos,    of    the   best 
breed,  have  been  ordered   from  Spain,  and 
they  are  already  arrived  in  France,  notwith- 
standing  the  variety  of  obstacles  that  have 
occurred  on    their   passage.     They    will    ho 
divided  in  two  new  establishments,  as  yet  in 
embryo.     The   multiplication  of  the  flocks 
increases  rapidly,  and   we   may  consider  the, 
happy   revolution  introduced   in  tins  branch 
as  completed. — May    it  one  day  be  so  also 
with  the  culture  of  cotton.     In  spite  of  the 
contrarieties  of  a  hardy  spring,  and  a  toler- 
able cold  autumn,  the  attempts   made  still 
give  room  to  hope  for  ultimate  success.     We 
are  justified  to  augur  well  also  of  the  attempts 
made   on    the  subject  of  the  syrups  of  the 
grape.     The  rich  culture  of  tobacco  is  daily 
extending  ;  that  which    is   gathered  in    the 
vicinity  of  St.  Malo,  equals   in   quality  that 
of  America.     France  will  one  day,  to  judge 
by   appearances,    not   only  supply   its  own 
wants  with  that  production,  but  also  export 
it  to  her  neighbours. 

Thf:  Public  Treasure  and  Finances. — Re- 
gularity, and  a  judicious  administration, 
prevail  in  every  department  of  the  public 
treasury.— The  national  accounts  are  reduced 
to  a  system  the  most  scientific  and  luminous ; 
it  differs  from  the  mode  adopted  by  the  most 
intelligent  merchants,  only  in  the  extent  and 
necessary  complication  of  the  transactions. 
of  government. — ^The  finances  have  been 
gradually  brought  by  the  emperor,  from  a 
state  of  dilapidation  and  confusion,  to  a 
state  of  order  and  prosperity  unknown  in 
the  governments  the  best  administered.  It 
is  a  trophy  raised  by  vigorous  exertion,  by 
combinations  the  most  judicious,  and  by  a 
perseverance  which  has  unravelled  the  most 
intricate  details,  and  surmounted  incredible 
difficulties.  The  nation  enjoys  the  benefits 
which  result  from  this  new  sort  of  conquest. 
Since  France  has  generously  consented  to 
tlie  adoption  of  indirect  taxation,    the  finan- 
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ces   have  renlly  bcpn  consolidnt«d,  and  the 
utmost  facility  C)t  carrying  on    llie  functions 
of  every  department  of  the  pubhc  service. — 
1'he  finances  in  modern  times  may  be  consi- 
dered as  the  security  of"  states,  and  the  mea- 
sure   of   tlieir    slabihty.       If    they     furnish 
government   only  with    inadequate,    preca- 
rious, or  oppressive   resources,  its  energies 
become  paralyzed,  individuals  insolvent,  and 
if  war,  or  any  other  calamity,  should  visit 
a  nation  u.nder  these  circumstances,  it  must 
subscribe  to  its  owndiiihonour,  or  be  involved 
in  irretrievable  ruin. — The  finances  of  a  state 
are  not  essentially  and  etticienlly  good,  until 
tliey  become  independent  of  circumstances 
— until   they    can    be    maintained    indepen- 
'dently  of  the  ruinous  exi)edient  of  resorting 
to  loans  and  excessive   contributions — tintil, 
in  fine,  they  are  so  connected  and  identified 
with  national  prosperity^  that  tiiey  constitute 
a  direct  emanation    from   it  ;   then  only  can 
they  b©  deemed  solids  efficient,  permanent, 
and  essentially   national,    and,  particularly, 
if  they  have  received   an  organization  sufii- 
ciently  simple ;  so  that  in  an   extraordinary 
emergency,  all    the   property,    and    all  the  j 
individuals  may   be  called  upon,  promptly,  j 
to  furnish  their  respective  quotas  in  advance,   j 
— The  endeavours  of  his  majesty  have  been   i 
incessantly  directed  to  the  attainment  of  this 
desirable  object,  and  they  have  been  crown-   ' 
ed   by  the  most  complete  success,  and  (he   ! 
finances  are  calculated  in  future  to  meet  with   ' 
equal  effect   the   exigemei    of    war  and   of 
peace. — In  a  period  of  je  ice,  600  millions 
will  be   sufficieut   to  defray   the    public  ex- 
pences,  and  will    leave  a  large  surplus  for 
national  improvements.   I'he  receipts,  which   ! 
aiDount  at  the  present   moment   to  800  mil-    ! 
lion?,  will,  according  to  (his  arrangement,   ! 
be  reduced  one-fourth. — In   time  of  war,  it  ; 
is  not  in  the   contemplation   of  his  imperial 
majesty  to  resort  to  the   illusory  expedients 
of  imposing  taxes  of  a  novel  description,  or 
to  hold  out  temptation  to  raise  new  supplies. 
'I'he  contributions  on  the  recurrence  of  war 
will  b'--  brought  back   to  the  war  st.mdard — 
i.  e.   800  millions,  and  even  then  raised  only 
by  100  or  150  millions  at  a  time,  in  case  of 
need;  and   this   will    be  done   by   a  simple 
scale,   or  table   of  pr<>portions,    which   will 
enable  every  citizen  to  judge  of  the  share  he 
has  in  the  good  or  bad  fortune  of  the  state. — 
Observe,    gentlemen,     that    this    simplicity 
has  no  affinity  or  connecli'on   with   that  so 
considerably  cKtolJed  as  the  result  of  a  single 
direct  contribution  ;   it    is,   on  the   contrary, 
founded  on  n  conviction    that   taxes  ought  to 
be  laid  o\^  various  objects,   that   our  laws    of 
fin.'iice  include  all  the    laxos   which  it  was 
expedient  to  est.ibli;}!),  and  thut   all   that  is 


I  just  and   reasonable  has   been  effected. — It 
I  remains  only  to  limit  to  the  survey  or  regis- 
j  ter,   without  which  the  uniform  progre.ss  of 
i  the  scale  of  increase  or  diminution  would  be 
deficient,  in  proportion,  and  would  continue 
to  affect  the  proprietors  of  the  funds  actually 
surch.iiged  ;   the  making  up  of  this  register, 
which  ought  to  efface    so  much  inequality, 
to  repair  so  much  involuntary  and  inevitable 
injustice,    is    pursued   with    so    much   con- 
stancy,  that  those  who  disbelieve  the  practi- 
cability of  this   immence  work,  no  longer 
I  doubt  of  its  speedy  execution.     I   must  n«t 
here  omit,  gentlemen,  the   creation    of  the 
court  of  accounts,  to    the  establishment    of 
which  you  co-operated  in  your  last  session. 
We  wanted  a   new  institution,  powerful  in 
its  unit)',  present  to  all  the   depositaries   of 
the   public   property   by  the  rapidity  of  its 
action,  embracing  all    the  responsibility    of 
inferior  accountants  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic  income  and   expenditure.       This    court 
ought,  by  the  distribution  of  its  duties,  and 
the  number  of  its  members,  to  be   adequate 
to  all  the  occasions,  and  respo.nsible  for   all 
tiie   labours,  that  may    be  entrusted    to  it. 
The  principles  on  which   this  establishment 
rests,  the  choice  of  its  members,    the  consi- 
deration in  which  they  are  held,  every  thing 
guarantees  the  success  the  government   has 
promised  itself,  that  of  a  salutary  controul 
over  the  several  accountants. 

yUhninistialion  of  the  War  Departments 
— The  same  principles  of  order,  and  the 
same  views  for  the  acceleration  of  the  ser- 
vice, have  infincnced  the  geueral  direction 
of  the  commissariat,  whose  first  essays 
justify  the  expectation  that  had  been  formed. 
Tliis  administration  renders  the  supplies  of 
the  army  independent  of  contractors,  who 
have  so  frequently  done  injury,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  secures  the  advantage  of  our 
economy,  very  sensible  to  the  public  funds. 
Marine. — Though  during  the  present 
campaign  the  government  has  limited  its 
maritime  operations^  still  a  squadron  armed 
at  Toulon,  as  if  by  enchantment,  and  con- 
ducted with  skill,  has  been  able  to  defeat, 
by  able  mantruvres,  the  combinations  of  the 
enemy,  by  conveying  to  d^orfii  two  years 
su|)plics  of  men,  artillery,  provisions,  and 
aintuunitlon.  After  having  thus  rendered 
useless  ihecxpe^lition  with  which  that  barrier 
of  the  Adriatic  was  threatened,  the  fleet  of 
Admiral  Gantheaume  returned  safe  through 
all  the  diflicultics  of  a  boisterous  navigation,- 
and  all  the  dangers  of  continued  tempests. 
The  colonics  have  in  like  manner  been  suc- 
cessfully supplied  with  provisiwns,  by  squa- 
drons ot  frigates  and  corvettes,  which,  wliila 
they   fullill»d    that  imj)ortaat  objeet,    bad^ 
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like  the  sqnndron,  that  went  to  Corfu,  the 
ativ3Htage  of  making  prizes  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  enemy's  ships,  richly  laden.  In 
India,  prizes  to  the  vaKie  of  15  millions 
have  been  the  result  of  the  cruises  of  our 
frigates,  one  of  which  only  surrendered, 
and  that  after  a  glorious  contest,  against  a 
sujierior  force. — Our  cruisers,  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  and  above  all  in  the  seas  of  India 
and  Guadaloupe,  have  proved  themselves 
Jbrmidable  to  the  enemy.  But  it  is  not  so 
much  with  a  view  to  what  it  has  done,  but 
to  what  it  may  do  with  time,  that  onr  marine 
ought  to  be  considered.  Ten  ships  of  the 
line,  constructed  in  the  docks  of  Antwerp, 
and  tilted  for  sea  many  months  since,  are 
awaiting  their  destination.  The  flotilla  of 
Boulogne,  kept  up  and  equipped,  is  still  in 
readiness  to  undertake  the  operations  for 
•which  it  was  originally  created. — Twelve 
ships  of  the  line,  and  as  manv  frigates,  have 
been  launched  within  the  year,  and  twen'y- 
five  more,  and  as  many  frigates  on  the 
stocks,  attest  the  activity  of  our  dock-j  ard*. 
Our  ports  are  preserved  in  perfect  order, 
and  the  creation  of  that  of  Cherbourg  is  so 
far  advanced,  that  its  basin  may  be  expected 
to  be  in  a  state  to  contain  squadrons  before 
the  lapse  of  two  campaigns. — Spezzia  is. 
about  to  become  a  second  Toulon.  The 
union  of  almost  all  the  coast  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean to  France,  secures  to  our  arsenals'and 
our  ships,  abundant  supplies  of  provisions, 
stores,  and  men.  Venice,  Ancona,  Naples, 
and  all  the  means  of  HoMand  ai  d  Italy,  are 
in  motion. 

The  Present  JFar. — At  the  epoch  of  your 
last  sitting,  gentlemen,  every  thing  com- 
bined  to  deliver  Europe  from  its  long  agita- 
tions ;  but  England,  the  enemy  of  the  world, 
still  repeated  the  cry  of  perpetual  war,  and 
war  continues.  What  then  is  the  object — 
what  will  be  the  issue?  The  object  of  this 
war  is  the  slavery  of  the  world,  by  the  ex- 
clusive possession  of  the  seas.  There  is  no 
doubt,  that,  by  subscribing  treaties  of  bon- 
dage, disguised  under  the  holy  name  of 
peace,  nations  may  obtain  repose  j  but  this 
shameful  repose  would  be  death.  In  this 
alternative,  the  choice  between  submission 
and  resistance  could  not  be  long  doubtful. — 
The  war  which  England  has  provoked,  which 
s,\\e  continues  with  so  much  pride  and  obsti- 
nacy, is  the  termination  of  the  ambitious  , 
system  which  she  has  cherished  during  two 
centuries.  Mixing  in  the  politics  of  the 
continent,  she  has  succeeded  in  holding  Eii- 
rope  in  a  perpetual  agitation,  and  in  exciting 
against  France  all  the  envious  and  jealous 
passions.  It  was  her  wish  to  humble  or  des- 
Vfoy  France,,  by  keeping  the  people  of  the 


continent  constantly  under  arms  ;  but  thus 
detaching  the  maritime  powers,  she  had  the 
art  to  profit  from  the  divisions  she  fomented 
among  neighbours,  in  order  to  forward  her 
distant  conquests. — In  this  manner  she  ex- 
tended her  colonies,  and  augmented  her  na- 
val power;  and,  by  the  aid  of  thnt  power, 
she  hopes  henceforth  to  enjoy  her  usurpa- 
tion, and  to  arrogate  to  herscdf  thee.xclusiv« 
possession  of  the  seas. — But  until  these  lat- 
ter limes,  she  paid  at  least  some  respect  1o 
the  laws  of  nations;  she  seeined  to  resptct 
the  .rights  of  her  allies,  and  even,  by  some 
returns  towards  peace,  allowed  her  enemies 
to  breathe. — This  conduct  is,  however,  no 
longer  suitable  to  the  dcvelopement  of  a 
system  which  she  can  no  longer  dissemble. 
All  who  do  not  promote  her  interests  are  her 
enemies.  The  abandonment  of  herallianco 
is  a  cause  of  war  ;  neutralityisa  revolt ;  and 
all  the  nations  that  resist  her  yoke  are  made 
subject  to  her  cruel  ravages. — it  is  impossibla 
to  foresee  what  might  iiave  been  the  conse- 
quence of  so  much  audacity,  had  not  for- 
tune, on  our  part,  raised  up  a  man  of  a  su- 
perior order,  destined  to  repel  the  evils  with 
which  England  threatens  the  world.  — He  had 
also  to  combat  the  allies  of  that  power  oil 
the  continent,  and  to  conquer  the  rising  ene- 
mies she  succeeded  in  creating.  Always  at- 
tacked, always  threatened,  he  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  regulate  his  policy  by  that  slate  of 
things,  and  felt  that  to  by  the  centest  it  was 
necessary  to  augment  our  forces,  and  weak- 
en those  of  our  enemies. — The  emperor  al- 
ways pacitic,  but  always  fcrmed  by  necessity, 
was  not  ambitious  of  aggrandizmg  the  em- 
pire. Prudence  always  directed  his  \ievvs.  It 
became  necessary  for  him  to  relirrve  our  an- 
cient frontiers  from  the  too  near  danger  of 
sudden  attacks,  and  to  found  their  security  on 
limits  fortified  by  nature;  finally,  it  became 
necessary  so  to  separate  France,  by  alliatices 
from  her  rivals,  that  even  the  sight  of  aa 
enemy's  standard  never  could  alarm  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  empire. — England,  defeated  in 
the  disputes  she  so  often  renewed,  profited 
however,  of  them  to  increase  her  wealth, 
by  the  universal  monopoly  of  commerce. — 
She  had  impoverished  her  allies  by  wars,  in 
which  they  fought  only  for  her  interests. 
Abandoned  at  the  moment  in  which  their 
arms  ceased  to  serve  those  interests,  their  fate 
became  the  more  inditfereut  to  her  as  she 
preserved  some  commercial  relations  with 
theai,  even  while  she  continued  at  war  with 
France. — Even  France  herself  left  to  the 
English  the  hope  of  a  shameful  subjugation 
to  the  w-aRt  of  certain  objects,  the  privatiou 
of  which  they  believe  our  generous  popu- 
lation could  nol  sipport.     They  thought  that 
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if  they  could  not  eater  the   territory  of  the 
empire  by  their  arms,  they  might  penetrate 
its  heart  by  a   commerce    now    become   its 
most   dangerous  enemy,  and  the  admission 
of  which    would   have   exhausted    its    m<)st 
valuable  resources. — The  genius  and  i  he  pru- 
dence of  the  emperor   have  not  overlooked 
this  danger.     Involved   in  the   dirticulties  of 
the  continental  war,  he  ceased  not,  however, 
to  repel  from   his   states    the    monopoly   of 
English  commerce.     He  has  since  comple- 
ted the    measures  of  an   etYectual  resistance. 
— N'o  one  can  now  be  deceived  on  this  sub- 
ject, since  the  Engli>h    have    declared    thi« 
new  kind  of  war,  all  the  ports  of  the  conti- 
nent are  blockaded,  the  ocean  is  interdicted 
to  every  neutr.il  ship  which  will  not  pay  to 
the  British  treasury  a  tribute  which  is  meant 
to  be  imposed    on  the  whole   population  of 
the  globe. — To  this  law  of    slavery   other 
nalicjus  have  replied   bv  means  of  a  reprisal 
and  by  wishes  fur   the  annihihtion  of  such 
a  tyranny. — Tii^  Englisli    nation   has   sepa- 
rated itsell  from  every  other  nation.     Eng- 
land is  lixed  in  this  situation.     All  her  social 
relations  with  the  continent  are  suspended. 
She  is    smitten    by    the    excommunication 
which  she  has  herself  provoked. — The  war 
will  henceforth  consist  in  repelling  from  all 
points  the   English  commerce,  and   in  em- 
ploying all  the  means  calculated  to  promote 
that  end.    France  has  energetically  concurred 
in  the   exclu.sion  of  the   monopoly  of  cony 
luerce  ;    she    has    resigned    herself    to   pri- 
vations which  long  habits  must  have  render- 
ed  more  painful.     Some  branches   of    her 
agriculture  and   her  inchistry  have   sutl^ered, 
and   still    sufler,  but    the    prosperity  of  the 
great  body  of  the  nation  is  not  afFect-ni  :   she 
IS  familiarised  with  that  transitory  state,   the 
hardship  of  which  she  beholds  without  fear. 
The  allies  of  France,  and  the  United  States, 
.sacrifice  like   her,    and    with     a   resolution 
equally   generous,  their   private  convenien- 
cies.     England  was  on    the  eve  of  the  mo- 
ment when  her  exclusion  from  the  continent 
was   about    to  be  consummated :     but    she 
availed  herself  of  the  last   circumstance    to 
spread  the  genius  of  evil  over  Spain,  and  to 
excite  in    that  unhappy  country  all  the  rage 
of   furious   passions.      She  has  sought   for 
alliances  even    in  support  of  the  inejuisition, 
and  even     in    the    most   barbarous  prejti- 
diccs.     Unhappy    people,   to  whom  do  you 
confide   your    destiny  ?     To    the    contem- 
ners of  all  moral  obligations — to  the  enemies 
of  your    religion — to   those    who,    violating 
their  promises,  have  elevated  on  your  terri- 
tory  a    monument  of  their   impudence,  an 


affront,  the  impunity  of  v.hich,  for  above  a 
century,  would  bear  testimony  against  your 
courage,  if  the    weakness  of  your    govern- 
ment had    not  been  alone  to  blame.     You 
ally  yourself  with  the  English,   who  have  so 
often  wounded  your  pride  and  your  indepen- 
dence, M'ho  have  so  loiig  ravished  from  you, 
by  open  violence,  and  even  in  time  of  peace, 
the  commerce  of  your  colonies  ;  who,    in 
order  to  intimate  to  you  their  prohibition  of 
your  neutrality,  caused  their  decrees  to  be 
preceded  by  the   plunder  of  your  treasures, 
and  the  massacre  of  your  navigators;   who, 
in  fine,  have  covered  Europe  with   proofs  of 
their    contempt    for    their  allies,    and    for 
the     deceitful    promises     they    had     made 
to   them.     You  will  without  doubt  recover 
fro.n    your    error.     You   will   then    groan 
for    the   new  perfidies     that     are    reserved 
for  you.      Bat   how   much  blood    will   flow 
before  this  tardy  return  to  your  senses  ?  The 
English,  hitherto  absent   from  all  great  con- 
flicts, try  a  new    fortune  on  the  continent. 
They   ungarrison    their  island,  and   leave  it 
almost  without  defence,  in  the    presence   of 
an  enterprising  and  valiant  king,  who  com- 
mands a  French  army,  and  who  has  already 
snatched  from  them    the  strong   position    of 
the  island  of  Caprea.     What  then   will    be 
the  fruit  of  their  efforts  ?     Can    they    hope 
to  be  able  to  exclude  the  French  from  Spain 
and  Portugal  ?  Can  the  success  be  doubtful  } 
The  emperor  himself  will  command   his  in- 
vincible legions.     What  a  presage  does  the 
heroic  army  of  Portugal  ofi'er  to   us,  which, 
struggling  against  double  its  force,  has  been 
able  to  raise  trophies  of  victory  on   the    very 
land  where  it  fought    to   such  disadvantage, 
and  to  dictate  the  conditions  of  a  glorious  re» 
treat  ?      In   preparing  for   a   new  struggle 
against    our  only  enemy,  the  emperor   has 
done  all  that  was  necessary  for    the  mainte« 
nance  of  peace  on  the  continent.     He  musl;. 
reckon  upon  it  without  doubt,  inasmuch   as 
Austria,  the  only  power  which    could  dis- 
turb it,  has  given  the  strongest  assurances  of 
her  disposition,    in  recalling  her  ambassador 
from  London,  and  desisting    from  all   politi- 
cal    communication     with     England. — Still 
Austria  had  recently  made  armaments,  but 
they  took  place  certainly  without  any    hos- 
tile intention.     Prudence,  nevertheless,  dic- 
tated energetic  measures  of  precaution.    Th» 
armies  of  Germany  and    Italy  are    strength- 
ened   by    levies    of    the   new   conscription. 
Ihe  troops  of  the  confederation  of  the  Rhino 
are    complete,    well  organized,    and  disci-* 
plined. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Justice  gives  sentence,  n-.any  timt'S, 
On  one  man  for  anothf:r's  ciiincs. 
O'jr  Brethren  of  Nciv-Enf^h'.nd  usi 
Choiri:  MdUfuclors  to  excuse, 
And  hang  tiie  Guiltless  in  their  ftcac!, 
Ot  whom  the  Churches  have  less  netd ; 
As  lately  't  hitppen'd  in  a  town 
There  liv'd  a  Cobbler  and  bur  onf, 
Thit  o-it  o''  Doctrine  could  cut  u;e, 
/ind  mend  men's  iives  a*?  well  as  shoes. 
Tliis  preciiius  hyoLhcr,  havif.g  slbin, 
In  times  of  peace;  an  Indian, 
Noc  out  of  malice  bat  mere  zeal, 
(Bectiuse  he  was  an  infide!,) 
'J'he  mighty  Tottipottymoy 
Sent  to  our  Eiders  an  envoy, 


Complaininjie;  snrely  c-f  the  brea.ch 

Of  lea°i!c,    held  torth  by  Brother  Paich, 

Ac'iinst  the  HrticleT  in  force 

Between  botl)  Cli'uches,  hi?  and  ours, 

Jot  which  he  ctav'd  tlie  Saints  to  u  nder 

Into  his  hands,  or  hang,  li/ offeiider; 

B'U  they,  maturely  having  weigii'd 

'I'liey  had  no  more  but  him  o'  th'  trade, 

(A  man  th^t  serv'd  them  in  a  double 

Ciipadli/,  to  teach  and  cobble) 

Pitsolv'd  to  spare  liirn  ;   yet  lo  do 

'i  he  Indian  Hc;s;han    xMcghan  too 

Impcrluil  Justice,  in  liis  stead  did 

HANG  AN  OLD  WEAVER  that  was  bed:i(!. 

11  U  IH  l;  K  A  S . 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 


Duke    of   York's  lNCO)Mri. 


■At   the 


Hanipshire  meeting  for  proposing  an  address 
and  polition  to  the  king,  upoa  the  subject  of 
the  Convention  of  Cintra,  1  made  a  state- 
ment of  the  snms,  which  the  Duke  of  Y''ork 
annually  receives  from  the  public  tax.es, 
which  -statement  was  a.s  Jollows  :  e£. 

Pension  to  hinjself  and  Duchess  IS. 000 
As  Colonel  of  the  Guard*  ....  (),tXX) 
As  Coinraander-inChief  ....  8,000 
Worth  of    public    Lands    &c. 

grantedhim 16,000 

Interest  upon  54,0001.  lent  him     2,/00 

^£"50,700 

In  the  prinling  there  was  nn  error  of 
i^2,000,  under  the  he.cl  of  Coinmander-in- 
Chief,  which,  as  app-ars  troin  tiie  fatal,  as 
Slated  in  print,  should  have  'oeen  eight  thou- 
sand ;  and  uoi  ten  tliuusand. In  contra- 
diction to  this  statement,  which  the  JSiorning 
Post,  I  think  it  was,  charged  upon  me  as 
greatly  exaggerated,  another  iiatement  lias 
appeared.  I  have  not  the  paper  now  at  iiand, 
but,  the  substance  of  it  is  as  follows  :  That 
the  profits  of  the  three  hatialions  of  Guards, 
of  which  the  Drd-^e  of  York  is  Col.jnei,  tio 
not  exceed  a£'3,000  a  year;  that  his  pay 
and  allowances  as  Commander-in-Chief  do 
not  exceed  .^'S, 300  a  year;  that,  lor  being 
Colonel  of  the  tJOth  Regiment  (four  or  five 
battalions,  1  believe)  he  receives  only  abour 
£t12  a  year  for  paper,  pens,  and  ink  ;  tliat, 
as  to  the  grant  of  lauds,  which  I  valued  ,so 
highly,  Oatlands  was  bought  with  Iiis  v,n-n 
fnor/i'ij  ;  nnd  that,  wiih  respect  to  tiie  Forfit 
appointments,  he  received  not  one  tarthlng, 
and  that  all  he  was  tutitled  to,  upon  this 
3C0TC  was,  a   portion   of  the  venison,  killed 
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in    the    New    Forest,  of    which    he    is  the 

Pianger,  or  Warden,   I    forget   which. 

Now,  as  to  the  profits  of  the  Colonelshij), 
though  this  writer  talks  of  a  Repoit  upon 
the  .subject  before  the  Llouse  of  Conimons, 
it  v.'ould  puzzle  him,  I  believe,  to  point 
out  t]:at  report.  Thirty  years  ago,  the  pro- 
fits of  a  battalion  of  400  men,  were  consi- 
dered worth  ^700  a  year  ;  and,  I  ask  the 
reader  if  there  be  the  slightest  probability, 
that,  taking  the  depreciation  of  money  into 
view,  the  profits  of  3,000  men  should  not 
now  exceed  j^6,000  a  year?  The  n:erc  paj/ 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  not  the  ihi:;-; 
to  be  lookad  at.  We  must  include  the  houses, 
the  firing,  the  candles,  the  equipage  of 
every  description  ;  because  ail  ther,e  are  paid 
for  in  consequence  of  there  being  a  Coni- 
mander-in  Chief,  who  is  benefitted  b}'  the 
use  of  them  all,  and  who,  while  he  is  using 
them,  cannot  use  his  own.  I  reckon  no- 
thing for  patronage,  because  I  proceed  upoa 
the  supposition,  that  no  money,  or  pecuni- 
ary advantage,  in  any  way  whatever,  is 
dt rived  from  it  ;  but,  it  must  be  evident  to 
every  one,  that,  supposing  all  appoinlraent3 
and  promotions  to  be  made  without  impro- 
per tnotives,  such  immense  patronage'raust, 
in  any  mind  of  moderate  munificence,  sup- 
ply the  place  of  many  of  the  purposes,  for 
which  a  great  pecuniary  income  might  be 
wished  for.  It  is  not  to  purchase  eatables 
and  drinkabitss  that  a  nobleman,  and  espe- 
ci:;!ly  a  prince,  can  want,  or  wish  for,  mo- 
ney, buch  a  person  naturally  wishes  to 
have  power  j  power  consists  in  the  good- 
will, or  obedience  to  your  wishes,  of  other 
men;  ar^d,  one  or  the  other  of  these  the 
a!mo5t  unlimited  power  of  advancing  others 

in  life  cannot   fail   to  insure    you. Wiih 

rt>p;;ci  tj  the  Forest  offices,  the  reader  will 
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see,  by  llie  detail  below,  that  they  are  not 
qui  e  so  insi^ni/icanl  as  the  writer  in  question 
asserts   ihem  to   be  ;  and,   the  public,  ulio 
have  no»v,   for  the  first  time,  nn  opjooituui- 
ty   of  forming  an  opinion  upon  the  subject, 
Avill  easily  guess,   fmni  a  pernsnl   of  the  Act 
of  Parliiiincnt,  inserted   in   another  pari    uf 
this   sheet,  whether   I    have  over-estimated 
the  value    of  the   immense  gnuu  of  Crown 
Lands,  described,  set  forth,  and  alienated,  f<r 
ever,  fiom  the  public,  by  that  Act,  which  was 
amongst  the  last  of  the  famous  deeds  of  the 
Pitts.  But,  a  word  or  two^ire  necessary  here, 
upon  the  nature  of  the  proprietorship  of  the 
lands  and  houses  and   mills  and  m.mors   in 
question.  They  are,  improperly  I  think,  called 
"   Crmvn    Lands.'"     The    kings  of  England 
formevly  had  no  oiher  income,  for  the  main- 
tenance   of  themselves,  their    families,  and 
regal  estnbii>hmenls,  but    what  arose    from 
the  Crown  Lands  and  other  sources  of  a  si- 
milar, or  nearly  a  similar,  nature.     Bnt,  the 
present  king,  in  lisu  of  this  source  of  in- 
come, and,  in  compensation  for    it,   has  had 
a    certain    sum    annually  pnid  to  him  out  of 
the  mass  of  the   taxes,  which    sum,  if  we 
take  into  view  the  occasional  additional  grants 
by    parliament,    has,     I    believe,    upon   an 
average,  anoounted,  for  some  years  past,  to 
upwards  of  one  iniJlion  of  pounds  sicr/ing  a 
year.     Now,  in  consequence    of    this    new 
mode  of  maintaining  the  king  and  his  faini- 
Iv,  the  sources,  whence   betbre  he  derived 
the  means   of  such   maintenance,  came,  of 
course,  into   the  hands  of  the  public ;  and, 
accordingly,  one  source  of  the  public  reve- 
nue  now   is,  the  Crown  Lands,   which,  as 
(he  reader  will,  I  think,  be  of  opinion  with 
me,  ought  now  to  be  called,    PuLUc,  or  Na- 
tional, Lands.     Much  depends  upon  names ; 
and,  this  very  explanation  has  been  rendered 
necessary  only  because  the  Lands  in  question 
are   not  called  by  the  name  here  suggested; 
because,  from    the  name  of  Crown  Lands, 
the   reader  might    be    led    to  suppose,  that 
the   grant   to   the   Duke   of  York   alVected 

merely  the  property   of  the  king. From 

this  account  of  the  proprietorship  of  the 
thing  granied,  itisclear,  that  the  alienation 
is  from  the  people,  and  not  from   the  king. 

As  to  the  worth  of  the   vianors,  lands, 

and  mc^suu'^i's,  1st  the  reader  look  at  the 
things  granted  ;  let  him  consider  where 
they  lie  ;  let  him  take  into  view  the  value 
of  things  of  the  same  sort  in  the  same 
nt'ighbovnhood  ;  and,  then,  let  him  say, 
whether  my  estimate  be  exaggerated.  In- 
deed, 1  have  not  put  it  at  m.)re  than  one- 
Jour  th  of  what    I  have  lieard  the  possessions 

t-Hiimated  at. 1    shall   be    told,  that    the 

Act    provides    lur    a    "  valuable  comider- 
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ation  "  to  be  paid  by  the  Duke  ;  and,  when 
I  see  this  consideration  brought  to  account ; 
when  I  see  it  amongst  the  items  of  national 
income,  then  I  shall  be  able  to  iudge  of  the 
propoition  which  it  bears  to  the  real  value 
of  ihe  things  granted.  The  amount  of  this 
"  considi;rution  "  is  to  be  fixed  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Crown-Land  revenue  ;  that  is 
to  say,  by  persons  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
if,  indeed,  th-.-se  domains  h.id  been  pub- 
licly  ri/J'cred  for  sale,  and  the  D.ike  of 
York  iiad  been  the  highest  bidder  ;  then  the 
matter  would  have  been  different,  especially 
if    we   hnl    seen     "  the    valuable  consider- 

"  aiion  "    brnuiihl   to   account. This   is 

not  "  Oatlandi,"    as    the  wriier  above-na- 
med   would    have   us   believe,     but  certain 
manors,  !kc.  &:c.   in   the  neighbourhood   of 
that  seat,   which,   in  itself,  is,  comparative- 
ly, a  very  insignificant    thing.      This  grant 
is  a  grant,   \[\  the  Jte-simpld,  in    full,  com- 
plete, and  absolute  ri-ht,  of   large  estates, 
in  the  most  valuable  part  of  England  ;   in  a 
part  wh.ere  one   acre   of    land  is,  upon   an 
average,   worth  as    much,   probably,  as  ten, 
if  not  twenty  acres,    of   common   farming 
land  in  Norfolk  or  Suffolk.      The  value  of 
such  a  grant  must  be  immense  ;  and,  as  to 
the  payment  of  "  the  valuable  consideration," 
it   is    to   be    observed,    that,     unless  such 
payment  '^hus  been   actually   made,    it   does 
not  appear  what   security    the   public   has, 
seeing    that  the  Act  is  of  itself  a    complete 
tiile  of  possession.     It  appears    to  me,  that 
the  domains,  or  any   parcel   of  them,  may 
now  be  disposed  of  to  any   individual  what- 
ever.    I  do   not  say,  that    no  payment,  in 
atiy  degree,  is  intended  to  be  made  ;   but,  as 
to  the  ability  to  make  such  payment,  or,  at 
least,  any  thing  like    full   payment,  in  any 
reasonable  space  of  time,  we  may  surely    be 
permitted  to  doubt,  when  we  see  it  stated, 
intherepoits  laid   before    parliament,  that, 
in  the  year  1801,  just  three  years  before  the 
grant  was   made,  advances   had  been    made 
to  the   Dnke   of  York,    out  of  the   public 
money,    to  the   amount    of     "   fiftyjour 
"  thousand  pounds,  which  is   to    be  repaid 
"  by    instalments    of  one   thousand  pounds 
"  quarter hj,  from  the  first  of  January   one 
"  thousand  einht  hundri'd  and  five."     Thus, 
here  was  not  only  a  loan,  which  the  Duke, 
only  three  years  previous  to  the  grant,  found 
it    neces.sary   to   obtain   from  the   minister, 
but  here  was  to   be  four  years  before  any 
repayment  of  that  loan  was  to  take  place, 
and  thf;n  it  was   to  be  so  slow  a  repayment, 
as  to  amount  to  little  more  linn  the  interest 
upon   the    principal  sum,  reckoning  the  ac- 
cumulation from  1801  to  1305,  the  payment 
of  «o  interest  upon   the  principal  having. 
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accord'Dg  to  the  report,  been  provided  for 
by  the  minister  who  advanced  the  money. 
It  w;is,  however,  under  these  circumstances, 
and  before  any  [)art  of  this  borrowed  money 
had  been,  according  to  the  report,  repaid, 
that,  under  the  Pitts,  in  1804,  the  grant, 
which  we  have  been  speaking  of,  was  made 
to  the  Duke  "  for  a  vaiuablB consideration." 

1  will  now  state  the  several  items  of  the 

income,  which  the  Duke  of  York  derives 
from  the  PubHc,  taking  the  mililarij  income 
at  the  achiundedged  amount  of  the  writer, 
who  has  thought  proper  to  contradict  the 
statement,    which    I  made  at  Winchester. 


£. 
18  000 


Pension  to  the  Duke  rsnd  Dutchess  of  ? 

York,  granted  by  parliament. .. .    \ 
Pension  to  the  Duke  of  York,  giant-  ?  ,r*ono 

ed  by  writ  of  Privy  Seal \ 

To  the   Duke  of  York,    as   keeper 

and  lieutenant  of    his    Majesty's 

forests,     parks,    and  warrens   of 

Windsor 

To  the  Duke  of  York,  as  holder  of 

the  Swainmote  courts  in  Windsor 

forest 

As  a  colonel  of  the  foot  guards. .  . 
As  colonel  of  the  60th  regiment. 
As  commander-in-chief 


'} 


591  16    7 


40    0    0 


Interest  tupon    fifty-tour    thousand  ? 
pounds,  borrowed  as   above. . . .  ^ 


3,000 

227 

3,300 


2,700    0    0 


£39,85S  16    7 

Of  these  items  no  man  will  venture  to  deny 
the  correctness  of  any   one.     Yet,  did   this 
impudent    writer  assert,  that   the  Duke  of 
York  derived    not  a  farthing  of  proiit  from 
any  of  his  offices  about  the  forests  or  parks, 
except  the  worth  of  a  little  venison  from  the 
New  Forest.    Is  such  a  man  to  be  believed  } 
Either  he  spoke   from  authority,  or  he  did 
not;  if  not,  his   statement    relative    to   the 
colonelship  and  the!  commander-ship-in-chief 
is  the  result  of  mere   conjecture;   if  he  did 
speak  from  authority,  which  can  hardly  have 
been    the  case,  then   that  authority  taught 
him  to  lie.     My   belief  is  on  the  side  of  the 
former ;  because,  no  one  acquainted  with 
the  real  truth  of  the  case,  would  have  tl.o.ight 
it  prudent    to  deny,  in    such   broad    terms, 
that   the  Duke  of  York  deiived  profit  from 
his  forsst  and   park   offices,   when   he  must 
have  known,  that  the  fact,  to  the  contrary, 
was  not  only  upon  record,  but  was  within 
my  reach.     I,  therefore,    retain    ray  former 
opinion,  with   respect   to  the  value  of  these 
two  posts,  and    that  opinion    I   shall  retain, 
until  I    see  something  to  satisfy  me    to   the 
contrary.  When  the  reader  has  gone  through 
the  act  of  parliament,  making  the  grant  of 
lands,   &:c.  part  of  wjiich  Act  must,  I  am 
afraid,  be    reserved    till    my   nest,  he  will 
be  able   to  judge,  whether  I   overstated  the 
anntial  worth  ofthat  immense  estate ;  and^ 


when  he  considers,  that,  within  the  last 
five  or  six  years,  the  Duke  has  received 
from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand  pounds  out 
oi'  the  Droits  of  Admiralty,  that  is  to  say, 
out  of  the  amount  of  caplur<s  made  at  the 
public  expense,  he  will,  1  think,  be  of  opi- 
riion,  that  [  greatly  understated  the  incorne, 
which  the  Duke  of  York  has  derived  annual- 
ly ftom  the  public  purse. 

Spain. The  I'u/letinshave  begun,  and 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  there  is  but  too  much 
reason  to   fear,  that  they   will   proceed,  in 
the  usual  strain,  until  the   whole  of   Spain 
be  subdued  to  the  will  of  Napoleon.     This 
fear,  however,   is  only   a  conditional   one  ; 
for,   unless  the  junta,  or  those  who  have  th(? 
management  of  the  afrairs  of  Spain,  intend, 
if  they  succeed,  to  restore  the  people  lo  their 
ULerties,  which  necessarily  includes   the  re- 
dress  of  thousands  of  grievances,  I  cannot 
say,   that  I  fear,    because,   1    hardly  know 
what  to  fear,  or  what  to  hope.     I  wish  the 
French   to   be  beaten,  and  especially  when 
engaged  with  cur  own  troops.    Let  the  con- 
sequence be  what  it   may,     I  cannot  help 
wishing  that  3    but,  really,  it   is,  with  me, 
matter  of  doubt,  whether  it  would  he:  finally 
better  for  my  own  country,  all   things  con- 
sidered, that  King  Ferdinand  should    be  re- 
stored, withoutanychangeof  things  in  Spain, 
than  that  Joseph  Buonaparte  should  be  placed 
upon  the  contested  throne.  There  are   great 
evils    to   be  apprehended    in    either    case; 
and,  so  nicely  do  they  appear  to  me  to   bd 
balanced,    that  I   hardly   know    which    to 
choo<.c.     Therefore,  while  I  hear  the   Cen- 
tral Junta  talk  about  their  "  beloved  Ferdi- 
nand," who  gave  up  the  sword  of  Francis  I, 
I  and  say  not  a  word  of  a  reform  of  the  mani- 
fold abuses  of  what  the  Junta  of  Seville  deno- 
minated the  "/r;,'e  infamous  government" ;  and, 
especially  while  I  hear  them  issuing  decrees 
against  what  they,  in  the  language  of  most 
other    persons    in   power,    call  "■  the  licen- 
tiousness off  he  press  ;"   it  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  feel  much  anxiety  about  the   result 
of  the  contest,  except  as  far  as  our  own  army 
or  navy  may  be  concerned.     What  had  ihey 
to  do  with  the  "■  licentiousness  of  the  press?" 
Their  time   should  have  been  employed   in 
preparing  to  meet   the  French.     There  was 
no  talk  about  the  licentiousness  of  the  press 
till  the  French  were  driven  out  of  Madrid  ; 
till  Joseph  seemed  to  have  given   the   thing 
up  ;   till    the  danger   appeared    to    be  over. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,   the  provisional  ru- 
lers of  Spain   began  to  think  that  /At?   people 
talked  too  freely,  and  might  go  too  far  with 
their  revolut'tpnary  doctrines.     Alas!   it  was 
precistfy  this  that  was    wanted,    as    I   ihi[>k 
will,   when  too  late,   be  discovered   by  the 
Central  Junta. 
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Hamtshiue  Nomination. 1  am  as- 
sured, by  a  gentleman,  upon  whose  word 
I  can  roly,  that  Mr.  Hr.ATiicoTR,  on  the 
ciay  of  nomination,  did,  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Barham's  question,  whether  he  would  move 
for,  or  support,  a  motion  for  another  mode 
oi  Inquiry,  if  the  present  was  not  salisfactory, 
say,  "  the  only  answer  I  shall  give  to  such 
"  quesiion,  is,  that,  upon  this  and  all  oilier 
"  occasions,  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  the 
"  instruclions  of  my  constituents."  I  did 
not,  myself  hear  any  jmswer  from  that  gen- 
tleman ;  but,  it  seems,  that,  owing  to 
being  pressed  out  from  the  window,  whence 
lie  had  before  spoken,  he  went  to  a  window 
farther  uft",  and  thence  spoke  to  the  forego- 
ing efl'ect. There  was,  in  the  statement 

that  I  made  to  the  meeting,  respecting  places 
and  pensions,  held  by  members  of  parlia- 
ment, one  error,  which  the  reader  will  find 
•  xplained,  in  a  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the 
Salisbury    Journal,    a     copy  of  which 

letter  he  will  find  belo'.w -L'pon  a  report, 

^'hich,  from  what  motive  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
guess,  has  been  widely  propagated,  that  I 
did,  at  the  time  above-mentioned,  promise, 
that,  in  the  event  of  a  contest,  I  would  give 
imj  vote  for  Mr.  Hcathcote,  I  will  only 
observe,  that  I  never  made  any  promise,  of 
any  sort,  to  cither  of  the  candidates,  and 
never  made  any  off'tr,  ey.cept  that  which  I 
made  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  fraeholders 
assembled. 1  then  stated  the  only  condi- 
tion, Kpon  which  I  thought  it  net  disgrace- 
ful to  pretend  to  vote  at  all.  That  condition 
was  comijlied  with  by  neither  of  the  can- 
didates ;  and  I  can  truly  say,  that  whether 
my  cherries  be  eaten  by  a  majpie  or  by  a  jay, 
is  a  question  of  full  as  much  injpoitance  with 
me,  as  is  the  question,  whether  Mr.  Heath- 
cote  or  Mr.  Herbert,  be  elected  in  the  place 
of  Sir  Henry  Mildmay  ;  nor  is  it  with  a 
small  degree  of  satisfattion  that  I  percejve 
the  thing  to  be  viewed  in  the  same  light  by 
liundrods,  nay  thousands,  of  respectable  men 
in  the  county. 

Major  Hogan  does  not  yet  answer,  nor 
any  one  for  him.  He  certainly  stands, 
therefore,  convicted  of  a  fals'hood ;  a  most 
base  and  malignant  falsehood ;  and,  hs 
stands  convicted,  too,  by  that  press,  to 
which  he  himself  had  resorted.  Thus,  and 
it  ??  so  in  every  instance,  where  n  free  scope 
is  given  to  discussion,  the  truth  finally  pre- 
vails J  and  the  promulgator  of  falsehood  is 
jjunished,  in  the  best  of  all  possible  ways, 
•without  any  recourse  to  tl  e  law. A  cor- 
respondent laughs  at  me  for  being  "  the 
*'  tiu/jtf  of  Major  Hogan."  He  may  a?  well 
laugh  at  a  jury  and  judge  for  being  the  dupes 
of  a  perjuicd  wilnsas,  whom,  troin  liis  tes- 
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timonials  of  character,  tjiey  are  induced  to 
believe.  Who  was  to  suspect,  that  a  man, 
who  produce^!  such  a  recomrnendaiion  from 
a  person  like  General  Ogilvy,  would 
commit  to  writing  and  to  print,  a  statement 
such  as  that  about  the  bank  notes,  without 
having  a  sliadow  of  foundation  for  it  ?  I 
suspected,  and  could  suspect,  no  such  thing. 

■ Another   correspondent  lamenta,     that 

the  pamphlet  will  now  have  an  effect  ths 
contrary  of  what  it  was  intended  to  have. 
Tlie  fact  will  certainly  be  so;  but,  it  is  not 
a  proper  subject  of  lamentation.  It  ought 
to  be  so.  Infinite  is  the  advantage,  which, 
in  hundreds  of  instances,  I  h^ve  derived 
from  the  lies  which  have  been  published 
against  me  ;  and  I  am  not  so  unjust  as  to 
lament  that  another  should  derive  advantage 
from  a  similar  cause. 

Jlrcsford,  Dec.   8,    1903, 

N.  B.  I  did  not  recollect  the  state  of  the 
Volume,  when,  last  week,  I  promised  a 
double  number.  The  last  number  of  tho 
Volume  must  be  a  double  one,  on  account 
of  the  TAELES,  TITLE-PAGE,  &:c.  and,  as 
the  whole  of  each  Volume  is  to  contain  no 
more  than  ?,3  sheets,  there  can  be  but  one 
more  double  sheet  in  the  present  Volume. 


To  THE  Editor  of  the  Salisbury 
Journal, 

Bo t ley,   Dec.  (5,   1803, 

Sir, — In  yoi^r  paper  of  the  fifth,  under  tie 
head  of  Winchester,  I  find  the  following 
paragraph,  relating  to  the  statement,  made 
by  rrue,  at  the  late  county  meeting,  held  in 

that  city. "  We  are  desired,  from   ths 

*'  most  unquestionable  authority,  to  infornj 
"  our  readers,  that  Lord  Fitzharris  has 
"  not,  as  was  lately  asserted  at  a  publwr 
"  meeting,  a  reversionary  grant  of  i^'l,203 
"  per  annum,  or  any  other  sum,  after  th<* 
"  death  of  Lord  MaUusbury.  The  pension 
"  of  e6^1,200  p*r  annum,  which  was, 
"  some  years  ago,  granted  to  Lord  Fitzhar- 
"  ris,  to  commence  after  his  Father's  death 
"  waK  relinquished  by  him  an  his  being 
"  appointed,  by  his  Majesty,  Governor  of 
"  the  Isle  of  Wight  ;  so  that  the  public 
"  purse  has  been  relieved,  instead  of  being 
"  burthened,  by  that  appointment."—— 
Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  fact  of  re- 
linquishment, I  find,  upon  examination, 
that  this  correction  is  right;  and,  of  course, 
that  my  statement,  at  the  meeting,  was  er- 
roneous. But,  the  fault  was  not  mine.  In 
the  list  of  parlinmcntury  placemen  and  pen- 
sioners, there  is  no  mention  made  of  the 
relinquishment  of  the  former  grant.  I  had 
seen  the  grant  of  M\;iOO  in  a  former  list, 
nnd  though  1  now  find,  that  the  relinquish- 
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ment  is    stoited  in    a  subsequent  list,  1  had 
not  seen  that  when  I  made  the  statement  at 
Winchester:  and  tliis  you   will  reaUily  sup- 
pose  must   have  been  the  case,  when   you 
consider,     that    the    statement  wa«    made, 
if  not   in   the  presence  of  Lord   Fitzharris 
himself,  in   the    pre«ence  of   many  of   his 
friends,    and    particularly    of    Mr.    Sturges 
Bourne,  froni  whom  1  had  naiuraily  to  look 
for  a  contradiction  as  to  any  mistatement  of 
fact. With  this  explanation  I  should  con- 
tent  myself,    had    not   your  correspondent 
thought  proper  to  make  an  assertion,  that  the 
public  purse  A^v  l;ecn  relieved  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Lord  Fitzharris,  as  Governor  of  the 
Isle   of  Wight,  for    life,  with    a   salary   of 
t£l  .S/Q  a  year.  I'o  make  this  assertion  good, 
he  must  first  prove,  t!)at  there  wasa/z  absolute 
nec^snty  of  keeping  alive  this  sinecure  place 
of  £^1,379   a   year  J    and,    next,  he   must 
prove,  that  it  was  absolutely  impo'^sible   to 
give  it  to  some  military  or  naval    officer,  as 
a  compensation  for   real  services;  for,  un- 
til he  can  do  this,  it  will  appear  to  me,  and 
so,  I  trust,  it  will  appear  to  your   readers, 
that  a  pension  of  ^1,200  to  commence  after 
the  death   of  Lord  Malmsbury,  would  cost 
less  than  a  sinecure  salary,  which  has  begun 
before  Lord  Malmsbury's  death,  and  which  is 
to  last  aslongasthe  pension  would  have  lasted. 
The  exchange  was  one  of  very  plain   calcu- 
lation.    It  was  a  simple  question  of  whether 
Lord   Fitzharris  should   receive,   from    the 
public  purse,  .s^ 1, 200  a  year,   for  life,  after 
the  death  of  his  father  ;  or  whether  he  should 
receive,  from  the   same    source,  ^l,3yga 
year,  for  life,  to   begin   in  ISO/;   lo  decide 
which  question  in  favour  of  the  latter  there 
required  only  a  very  ordinary  degree  of  the 
influence  of  self-interest,  totally  unassisted 
by  t'jat  public-spirit,  that  desii-:  to  spare  the 
poor  public  purse,  which  your  correspondent 
would  f:nn    have  you  attribute  to  his  Lord- 
ship.  -"^  Oh,  but   the   ministers!      IViey 

"  took  this  opi)ortunity  of  relieving  the 
"  public  from  the  reversionary  pension," 
Yes,  S,r,  but  then,  they  must  show  us  the 
absolute  necessity  of  giving  this  sinecure  of 
,:^'l,379  '^  y^'^''  'o  somebody  or  other  ;  and, 
for  ray  part,  I  can  perceive  the  existence  of 
no  such  ngcessity.  Tiie  place  is,  in  fact,  a 
mere  nominal  thing,  serving  as  an  excuse 
for  the  payment  of  so  much  money,  under 
another  name  than  ihat  n(  pension.  If  there 
really  be  any  little  duties  of  form  attached 
to  it;  if  it  have  a  littlu  patronage,  and  if  it 
give  a  little  of  honourable  distinction  in  the 
Island;  if  this  be  the  case,  should  not  this 
post  be  bestowed  upon  some  meritorious 
military  or  naval  commander  ?  Would  not 
such  a  compeusatioH   be  peculiarly  appro- 


priate to  such  a  purpose  ?  Ought  sucli  posts 
to  be  given  to  persons,  who  have  never,  in 
any  way,  rendered  even  the  most  trifling 
service  to  the  state,  while  those  who  hav» 
spent  the  best  part  of  their  lives  in  honour- 
able toil,  danger,  and  service,  are  by  being 
pensioned  o/f'  (if  provided  for  at  all),  put 
upon  a  level  with  the  swarm  of  court  de- 
pendents, whoare  maintained  as  it  were  out 

of  charity  ? To  you.    Sir,  and    to   your 

readers,  1  may  safely  leave  the  task  of  an- 
swering these  questions,  while  I  remain, 
with  great  respect,  your  most  humble  and 
most  obedient  servant, Wm.  Cobbeit. 


Edinburgh  Reviewers. 
In   ths  Courier,    the   head   ministerial 
newspaij^er,    of   the  2rd   instant,    an   article 
appgared,    entitled    "  Apostacy    of    thk 
"  Edinburgh  Revisw."  The  writer,  who 
is  evidently  a  downright  hirtling,  and  who 
no  more  dares   put  his    name   to   what    ha 
writes,  than  he  dares,  within    the   doors  of 
Whitehall,  to  say  that  his   soul  is  his  own, 
accuses    the   Editors    of    the   above-namrd 
celebrated   work   of  having,  since  their  at- 
tack upon  me,  changed   their  sentiments  as 
to  the  state   of  things  in  this  country.     He 
charges  them  with  having  now,  and  especial- 
ly in  certain  passages,  which  he  quotes,  and 
which  (because   I  think  the  public   will    ba 
much  obliged  to  me  for  it)  I  shall  copy  from 
him  ;    he   charges   them    with    having,     in 
these  passages  in  pai'ticular,     "  sounded  the 
"  charge  of  revelu'.iun,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
"   Marat  and  Robespierre,   insisting  that  tha 
"  word   "revolution"    shall  now  no  longer 
"   be  obnoxious  to  the  people."  This,  as  the 
reader  will  see,  is  a  most  vile  calumny.  The 
v/retch,    from  whose  pen   it  has   proceeded, 
wishes    to    revive   the  cry  of    "  Jacobin  ;  " 
but,  this  last    resource  of  guilty  and  trem- 
bling peculation  will  avail  him  nought,  Ida 
think,  that  the  Edinbungh  Reviewers,  from 
some  motive  of  no   very   fair  hostility,  did 
act  by  me  in  a  manner  that  neither   public- 
spirit   nor  bare  justice  could  warrant  ;   but, 
while   they  did  me  no  harm,   they  have,  in 
many  instances,  done  the  public  a  great  deal 
of  good,  for  my  share  of  which  good  I  feel 
a  proper  degree  of  gratitude  ;   and  I  cannot, 
of  course,  help  fcehng  anger  against   everjr 
base  wretch,  who  attempts  to  throw  discredit 
upon  their  labours    in   the  way  abi^e  men- 
tioned.   "   Marat  and  Robespierre,"  iadeed  ! 
Just  as  if  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers  wished 
to  see  the   king  and  his  family  butchered, 
because   they  express   their   hope,  that  the 
time    is   at  hand,  when  such  a  ciiauce  wdi 
take  place,  as  will  put  down  corrupters  and 
plunderers!     Yes;  every   one,  wiiu  ism- 
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terested  in  the  uninterrupted,  unchecked 
course  of  corruption  and  peculation  ;  every 
such  man  will  regard  as  an  assassin  every- 
one who  wishes  for  rciorru.  Indeed  the 
public  plunderer  has  no  idea  of  any  thing 
being  good,  which  does  not  protect  him  in 
his  plunder.  When  he  talks  of  the  Consti- 
tution, he  means  not  the  laws,  which  were 
made  to  preserve  to  the  people  the  enjoyment 
of  their  rights  and  liberties  ;  but  that  stite 
of  things,  which  favours  his  villainous  views 

of  pelf  and   power. 1  shall   now    insert 

the  extracts  ahove-spoken  of,  and  then  leave 
the  reader  to  judge,  whether  the  writers  of 
them  deserve  to  be  compared  to  "  A'ltrat 
"  and  Robespierre."  Wm.  Coebett. 

Botley,  Dec.  6,    1808. 

liXTRACTS    FReM    THE    ReVIEW   OF  CeVAL- 

Los,  IN  THE  Edinburgh    Review  for 

October  Iast. 

We  are  rather  disposed  at  present  to  con- 
template the  eliects  of  the  Spanish  struggle 
in  the  cause  of  civil  liberty.  The  resistance 
to  France  has  been  entirely  begun  and  car- 
ried on  by  the  people  of  Spain.  Their  kings 
betrayed  them,  fled,  and  rushed  with  the 
U'hole  of  their  base  courtiers,  mto  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  Those  who  had  so  little  of 
what  is  coiiimonly  termed  interest  in  the 
country, — those  who  had  no  stake  in  the 
community  (to  speak  the  technical  language 
of  the  aristocracy), — the  per.sons  of  no  con- 
sicleraliun  in  the  slate, — they  who  could  not 
\>\eAg&  their  Jhriunes,  having  only  lives  and 
liberties  to  lose,  —  the  bulk  — the  mass  of 
the  people, — nay,  the  very  odious,  many- 
headed  beast,  the  multitude,  the  mob  itself 
—  alone,  uncnlled,  unaided  by  the  higlier 
classes,  — in  despite  of  these  higher  classes, 
and  in  direct  opposition  to  tlieni,  as 
■well  as  to  the  enemy  whom  they  so  vilely 
joined,  —  raised  up  the  standard  of  insurrec- 
tion,— bore  it  through  massacre  and  through 
victory,  until  it  chased  the  usui  per  away, 
flnd  waved  over  his  deserted  courts.  H.ip- 
pen  what  will  in  the  sequel,  here  is  a  grand 
«nd  permanent  success, — a  lesson  to  all  go- 
vernments, — a  warning  to  all  oligarchies, 
— a  cheering  example  to  every  people. — 
Suppose  for  an  instant  that  the  Spaniards 
succeed,  will  that  gallant  people  quietly 
open  the  doors  of  the  P^scurial  to  the  same 
herd  of  crowned  or  tilled  intrigr.evs  who 
brought  l!»jrn  to  ruin  ?  Will  they  be  such 
fool.s  as  to  restore  those  poltroons  and  traitors 
to  their  former  posts,  and  renew  a  confi- 
dence so  universally  abused  ?  The  peopls 
who  have  reconquered  the  state  have  a  right 
to  3  fair  salvage  — a  large  share  in  its  future 
management. — And  if  all  considerations  of 
jubticc  and  of   prudence  were  out  of   the 
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qMestion,  the  Spanish  court  may  be  assured 
of  this,  that  the  feelings  of  our  common 
nature — the  universal  sentiments  of  right 
and  of  pride  which  must  prevail  among  a 
people  capable  of  such  gallant  deeds,  will 
pvevent  the  repetition  of  the  former  abuses, 
and  carry  reform — change — revolution  (we 
dread  not  the  use  of  this  word,  so  popular 
in  England  before  the  late  reign  of  terror), 
salutary,  just,  and  nec«ssary  revolution, 
over  all  the  departments  of  the  state. -^Such 
will  be  the  consequences  of  the  Spaniards' 
ultimately  triumphing.  Whether  Fordinand 
or  Charles  be  the  monarch,  we  care  not ;  or 
whether  a  new  stock  be  brought  from  Ger- 
many for  a  breed.  That  they  should  have 
a  king  every  one  must  admit  zvho  believes 
that  an  hereditary  monarch,  well  fettered  by 
the  constitution,  is  the  best  guardian  of 
civil  liberty.  Whatever  may  be  the  form  of 
the  checks  imposed  upon  him,  we  shall  be 
satisfied,  provided  the  basis  of  a  free  con- 
stitution is  laid  deep  and  steady,  in  a  popular 
reMesenlulioTi.  Let  us  further  recollect, 
that  this  system  of  liberty  will  grow  up  with 
the  full  assent,  and,  indeed,  the  active  as- 
sistance of  the  English  government  ; — and, 
what  is  of  infinitely  greater  importance,  with 
the  warm  and  unanimous  approbation  of 
the  English  people.  And  who  then  shall 
ever  more  presume  to  cry  down  popular 
rights,  or  tell  us  that  the  people  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  laws  but  to  obey  them, 
—  with  the  taxes,  but  to  pay  them, — and 
with  the  blunders  of  their  rulers,  but  to  suf- 
fer from  them  }  What  man  will  now  dare 
to  brand  his  political  adversary  with  the 
name  of  revolutionist — or  try  to  hunt  those 
down,  as  enemies  of  order,  who  expose  the 
follies  and  corruptions  of  an  unprincipled 
and  intriguing  atlministration  } — We  antici- 
pate, then,  a  most  salutary  change  in  pub- 
lic opinion,  fiom  the  example  of  Spairi, 
should  her  efToris  prove  successful,  and  from 
the  part  which  this  country  so  wisely  and 
generously  takes  in  her  siiTairs,  The  mea- 
sures of  our  government  will  be  more  free- 
ly canvassed  ;  the  voice  of  the  country  will 
no  longer  be  stilled  ;  and,  when  it  raises  it- 
self, it  must  be  heard.  Reforms  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  affairs  must  be  adopted, 
to  prevent  more  violent  changes  ;  and  some 
radical  imprevemenls  in  our  constitution 
will  no  longer  be  viewed  with  horror,  be- 
nii'.e  they  will  be  found  essential  to  the 
jii-rmaneiice  of  any  reformation  in  the  ma- 
il r.,::;'^  men  t  of  the  naiioual  concerns.— The 
alarm  which  the  atrocities  of  the  French  re- 
volution had  r.nsed  in  this  country  having 
now  spent  itself,  the  Spanish  revolution 
places  the  cause  of  freedom  and  reform  on  a 
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much  b«tter  footinsy  than  it  had  even  at  the 
beginning  of  tin;  French  revolution.  There- 
fore we  must  admit  that  there  is  now  a  nmch 
better  prospect  ot"  reform  in  England  than 
that  which  ihc  French  revolution  seemed 
for  a  moment  to  hold  out  to  as. — The  pinin 
and  broad  fact  is  this — that  every  En-^lish- 
inan  who  has,  for  the  last  six.  i\ionths, 
heartily  wished  that  the  Spaniards  :>houM 
succeed,  has  knowingly  and  wilfully  wished 
fur  a  radical  rejonn  of  abuses  in  tlie  ret^ular 
monarchy  of  Spain,  and  fo.--  such  a  chan>!e 
of  the  governnient,  as  might  pprmanenfly 
secure  a  belter  administration  of  jts  affiirs. 
He  has,  moreover,  wished  to  see  that  change 
adopted  by  the  Spanish  people  themselves, 
and  has  admitted  mo^t  amply  the  right 
of  the  people  io  call  their  rulers  to 
account,  and  choose  their  own  constitu- 
tion. If  these  happy  elfects  have  al- 
ready flowed  from  the  Spanish  revolution, 
and  are  sure  to  spread  far  and  wide  over  this 
great  country  the  blessings  of  tree  discus- 
sion, watchful  jealousy  of  the  government, 
and  unsparing  reform  of  existing  abuses  ;  it 
is  equally  manifest,  that  the  force  of  the 
example  of  Spain  will  not  be  spent  here, 
but  must  reach  over  the  other  states  of  the 
Continent. 

The    folio iuing    passages    are    extracted 
from  the   Revieiv  of  Mr.  Leckie's  Book  in 
the  last  number : — "  There  is  nothing,   in- 
deed, in  political  science  which  stands  more 
in  want  of  a  philosophical  investigation,  than 
the  influence   of  aristocracy  in   human  so- 
ciety.    So  great   a   tendency  has  it    to  pre- 
dominate, that,  with  the  excepricn  of  those 
cases   in  which    a   military  leader  or   chief 
swallows  up    the  power  both    of  aristocracy 
and  people,  there  is  perhaps  no  instance  of  a 
government,  in  the  history  of  mankind,  in 
which  the  power  of  the  aristocracy  did  not 
exceed  the  proper    limits,  in    which  it   was 
not  more  than  a  match  for  tlie  power  of  the 
people,    and  enabled  the   rich   and  leading 
men  to  shift  the  burthens  of  the  state  from 
themselves  upon  the  infeiior  orders. — Not- 
withstanding the  helps  provided  for  the  peo- 
ple to  protect  their  interests  are,  in  our  hap- 
py  constitution,  the   strongest  ever  actually 
admitted  in  any  government,  all  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  texture  of  our 
common  aft'airs,  have  been  in  favour  of  the 
aristocratical  interest.     Our  system   of  tax- 
ation, which  is  now  so  enormous  a  machine, 
decidedly,  and,  to  a  degree,  infinitely  greater 
than  is  generally  supposed,  favours  the  higher 
orders,  and  throwJthe  mighty  burden  upon 
the  middling  and  the  lower.     The  composi- 
tion of  the  commons  house  of  parliament  has 
I'econie,  confusssdly,  less  dependent  upon  the 


voice  of  the  people.  Th;-  enormous  revenue 
of  the  i^overnment,  whi(.h  is  ckiefli/  tahrii. 
from  thf  p()ch:'ts  of  the  people,  is  chiefly  ie- 
turnrd  into  thn  pffckett  of  the  higher  ranks, 
ly  tvhom  so  great  a  proponiiiu  of  the  lu- 
crative phu'di  are  engrossed."     • 

Erewehies. 
Sir  ; — In  writing  the  letter  on  the  Brew- 
eries,  inserted   in  your  Register  ot  the  12ili 
November,   my  view  was  to  rescue  the  intel- 
ligent part  of  the  trade  from   the  aspersions 
throvv'^i  on  all  of  them,   through  the  ignorant 
practices  of  many    (therein  des::ribed)  v.lio 
are    engaged     in    ih'-t    business  ;     and   this 
chiefly   by  shewing  that  there  could  be  no 
temptation    to    a    nian  of  understanding  to 
substitute   any  articles   for  malt  and  liops, 
because  the   latter  are   not  only  the    most 
suitable,     bn\  undcniablii   the  cheapest,    that 
cm  be  procured.     1  am  so  desirous  to  avoid 
obtruding  on  your  vali»ble  paper,  that  it  is 
with  no  small  degree  of  reluctance  I  once 
more,  and,  as    I   hope  and    intend,  for  the 
last  time  on  this  subject,  solicit  your  indul- 
gence to  notice,  as  concisely  as  in  my  power, 
the  remarks  of  a  gentleman  who  signs  him- 
self "  Candidus  "    in  your  Register  of  the 
2f)th  ult. — He  wishes  Ihadstated  the  grounds 
and   the    methods,    whereby  I   formed    the 
ratio  of  the  value  of  malt,  compared  witii 
sugar  and  with  treacle.     My  answer  is  by 
hydrostaiics,    as   he   supposes.     He    doubts 
the  competency  of  any  instrument  to  shew 
the  exact  difference  j)ei  ween  tlie  saccharine 
matter  extracted  from  malt,  and  that   which 
is  atibrded  by    a  solution   of  sugar,    <  r  of 
treacle,   in   pure  water,    on    account   of  the 
mucilage  in   the  fir^t,   which,  he  concludes, 
affects  the  accuracy  of  the  rule.     This  is  the 
(now  I'uily  exploded)   objection  which  was 
urged  against  the  hydrometer  so  long  ago  as 
in    the  year    1/70,    by    the    then   principal 
brewer  in  Louvlon    in  a  conference  which  I 
obtained  with  him,  on  the  subject  ;   but  who 
changed  his  opinion  a  few  years  afterwards, 
and  adopted  the  constant   use  of  the  instru- 
ment,  in   which    he  was  gradually  followed 
by  the  other  considerable  brewers.      But  the 
proof  of  this,  and  also  the  following  ques- 
tion bt'tween  usre.-,tsin  distillation,  of  which! 
shall  speak  hereafier.    I  stated  that   malt  was 
20  per  cent  superior  tosngar,  on  a  comparison 
of  the  produce  of   each  with  their  respect- 
ive costs.     This  gentleman  thinks  there  mmi 
be  an  advantage  of  JO  per  cent  in  favour  of 
sugar  j  without,  however,  oftering  any  other 
grounds    for  this   opinion    than    his  doubts 
before-mentioned,  as  the  effect  of  t!;e  mu- 
cilage combined  with  the  sweet  of  the  malt 
on  the  different  gravities  of  the  two  luusts. 
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There  is  the  very  serious  difitrence  of  60  per 
cent  in  our  opinions.  Oije  of  us  must  be 
under  a  very  great  error.  I  could,  if  it  were 
not  rendered  unnecessary  by  their  being  the 
lame,  as  iie  will  liereafter  find  described  by 
e  scientific  and  practical  gentleman,  Mr. 
^artitieau,  to  a  committee  of  the  Mouse  of 
Commons,  give  a  series  of  experiments  on 
sugar  and  treacle,  made  many  years  ago, 
accompanied,  alio,  with  a  set  of  twelve  dis- 
tillations (in  a  still  of  a  suitable  size  wliich 
I  procured  to  be  made  for  the  purpose)  of 
small  portions  of  beer  formed  from  as  many 
clifYerent  original  specilic  gravities  in  the 
v.'orts  ;  w^liich  experiment  I  then  entered  on 
with  the  view  to  asceriain  the  fact  of  the 
accordance,  or  not,  of  the  final  proportion 
cf  proof  spirit  with  the  original  gravity,  ns 
shewn  by  the  hydrometer  j  due  reference 
being  had  to  all  the  circumstances.  1'he  re- 
sults of  each,  and  of  all  of  theseexaminations, 
did  so  remarkably  correspond  with  the  seve- 
ral circumstances  as  to  afibrd  the  most  con- 
vincing testimony  to  my  mind  that  every 
liytlrometer,  now  in  use,  is  truly  and  cor- 
rectly, a  measure  of  sweets,  although  that 
uppellation  is  given  to  one  only,  among 
llie  several  sorts  now  constructed.  But  I 
must  not  expect  that  ray  own  experiments, 
and  consequent  decision  will  be  deemed  of 
fiufficieut  authority  to  be  conclusive  with 
otl;ers.  I  am  liappy,  iherelore,  in  the  op- 
portunity to  adduce  f::;r  superior  proof,  pre- 
mising, that  the  average  value  of  each  8 
bushelsof  malt  is  knownas  annually,  to  every 
brewer  who  has  employed  an  hydrometijr 
ior  a  sufficient  time  to  understand  iis  uses. 
I  say,  annually,  because  the  produce  at 
saccharine  matter  varies  with  the  fa\()urable- 
ness  of  the  harvest  and  season  to  the  bar- 
i"y  ;  as  well  as  very  materially  according  to 
fhe  method  of  malting  it.  But  a  (juarter  of 
malt,  weighing  from  3C0lbs.  to  3.'>blbs., 
vsually  yields  fro'.n  /S  to  SOlbs.  of  saccha- 
rine matter.  A  like  quantity  and  no  more 
is  affoidcdby  IS.Olbs.  to  jpO'lbs.  of  sugar/ 
or  by  2'J'l-  to  2-lUibs.  of  treacle.  The  pro  • 
duce  of  the  last  two  is  four.rl  merely  by  a 
sole.tion  of  them  i'.i  waters  ;  and  fii.ally,  the 
separate  value  of  all  the  three  is  found  /••'/ 
the  prcducl'wn  of  spirit,  utiiform/y  corrc 
i)ondivguith  the  gr-twilies  of  iktir  ix tracts, 
or  solutions.  The  evidence  I  have  alluded  to 
is  taken  from  a  parliamentary  "  Kepoit  of  the 
"  Si:gar  Distillery  Committee,"  ordered  by 
the  house  to  be  priiUed  J  7th  February,  J807- 
1'he  object  b-'ing  to  inquire  how  /ar  relief 
ij-Vight  be  alForded  to  the  West  India  pr(i[?tie- 
turs  by  tl'.'.'  use  of  stii^ar  in  the  breweries 
and  distilltrirs,  the  commiMee  after  having 
examined  (from  the   'Jd  to  tiio  IJth   Jan, 


I807)  the  persons  most  competent  to  give 
tiieui  infonnaiiou,  say  iii  page  4  : — "  It  ap- 
"  pears  to  the  committee  that  taking  tlie 
"  price  of  the  quarter  of  malt,  capable  of 
"  producing  SO  lbs.  of  saccharine  matter  at 
"  ti'ls.  the  (piantity  of  sugar  necessary  to 
"  produce  an  equal  proportion  of  saccha- 
"  rine  matter  must  be  1  cwt.  3  qrs,  1  lb, 
"  (197  lbs.)  v,  hich  at  53s.  *  the  cwt.  would 
"  air.ount  to  101s.  6d.  in  price,  making  a 
"  difference  in  favour  of  the  malt  of 
"  19s.  Od.  in  that  given  quantity.  It  is 
"  stated,  besides,  in  evidence,  that  the  beer 
"  produced  from  sugar,  even  if  the  prices 
"  would  admit  of  it,  is  not  equal  in  any  de- 
"  grce  to  that  produced  from  its  equi- 
"  valent  quantity  of  malt,  and  conse- 
"  quentiy  that  t/ie  Ir'iver  would  not  use 
"  sugar  in  their  wanujactory,  unless  ikeij 
"  irere  prohiiited.  ly  law  Jrom  using  grain." 
—  In  pnge  ID",  Mr  Jackson  comjinissioncr 
of  exci.se,  examined  by  the  comujittee, 
says,  "  I  recollect  that  about  the  year 
"  ISCO  or  ISOl,  when  sugar  was  by  law 
"  permitted  to  be  used  in  the  brewery,  on 
"  account  of  the  scarcity  of  grain  at  that 
"  tiiue,  very  little  sugar  wgs  used.  One 
"  or  two  brewers  in  London,  two  at  Maii- 
"  chesier.  and  some  at  Liverpool,  were 
"  the  only  brewers  I  recollect  to  have  used 
"  it,  and  they  very  soo:i  disccntlnucd  it. 
"  The  price  of  malt  at  tlial  lime  was,  as  far 
"  as  I  recollect,  five  guineas  a  quarter,  and 
"  sugar,  including  the  duty,  about  52s.  the 
"  cwt." — In  page  20,  Mr.  Martineau,  an 
eminent  poiter  brewer  in  Lon^slon,  exami- 
ned, and  to  questions  put  to  him  says, 
"  I  have  never  brewed  beer  from  sugar,  but 
"  have  made  such  experiments  as  tocoii- 
"  vince  my  own  mi;id,  completely."  And 
beiiig  desired  to  state  the  opinion  he  had 
formed  in  consequence,  said  :  "  i  have  a  very 
"  short  statement  shewing  the  compar;.' 
"  tive  value  of  ualt  with  sugar,  and  of  mo- 
"  hisses  with  n.alt.'  Mr.  Martineau  then 
delivered  in  thiJ  following  paper  to  the  com- 
r.iittee,  which  was  read. — *' December  14, 
"  '799'  experimcnt.s  en  a  sample  of  brown 
"  IVhbcovado  sugar  at  53s.  3d.  per  cwt.,  and 
"  the  same  on  a  sample  of  molasses  at  40s. 
"  jjer  cwt.  One  pound  of  the  above  sug.ir 
**  was  dissolved  in  a  gallon  of  water,  atul 
"  then  boiled  half  an  hour,  it  lost  by  evi^po- 
"  ration  rather  more  than  a  quart,  whit:!i 
"  quantity  being  restored  with  ci)ld  water, 
"  and  reduced  to  the  heat  of  (JO  degrees,  it 


■i:  yiy  estimate  of  the  price  of  sugar  wr.s 
Ols".  and  .'iiy  quantity  l(|()lhs.  the  cost  cf 
which  would  be  lOLis.  <,!d.  I  believe  it  ii  now 
dearer  than  6ls. 
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"  (lien  weighed  by  Qalu'shyclron-.etev  lUbs. 
"  8-lOths."  (consequently)  "  7."ilbs.  ol  ,1,;. 
"  same  extract,  which  is  about  the  l'air:iVer- 
"  age  produce  of  a  quarter  ofmait  would  cyn- 
"  some  185lbs.  of  sugar,  which,  at  53.s.  sd. 
"  perc.vt.  is  87s.  5d,  One  pound  of  ,ijo- 
"  lasses  treated  exnctly  as  the  sugar  had  been 
"  weiirhed  by  the  same  instrument  l2lbs, 
"  4-lOlis  ;  therefore  75lbs.  of  the  same  ex- 
♦'  tract  would  consume  2lO  lbs.  oftreacle, 
"  wliich  at  40.3.  the  cwt.  is  77i.  id."  To 
other  questions  put  to  him  by  the  committee, 
Mr.  Martineau  ansv/ered,  "  that  he  took 
"  not  the  best  malt ;  that  such  malt  as  woald 
"■  yield  80lbs.  of  saccharine  matter  per 
"  quarter  would  require  an  equivalent  of 
"  I()7lbs.  of  sugar,  and  230lbs.  in  treacle  ; 
*'  that  he  never  tried  either  sugar  in  molas- 
■  '  ses  in  brewing,  being  so  perfectly  sntis- 
"  fied,  by  the  result  of  the  experiments  that 
"  they  made  so  completely  against  the 
"  use  of  sugar,  that  he  never  was  induced 
"  to  try  it  in  the  brewhouse." — Candidus 
may  still  thi.ik  "  that  it  is  not  philosophlcil 
"■  to  conclude,  (even  from  this  useful  ex- 
"  amination  by  Mr.  Martineau),  that  the 
"  extract  of  malt  must  necessarily  be  richer 
"  and  superior  to  the  others,"  Such  how- 
ever, was  the  conclusion  of  the  committee, 
in  their  report  to  the  house  ;  and  who  will 
depreciate  the  further  proof  that  is  afforded 
by  distillation  ?  In  pages  22,  2-i  of  this  Ive- 
port  will  be  found  the  examination  of  Mr. 
Smith  of  Brentford,  and  of  Mr.  Benwell 
of  Battersea,  both  very  eminent,  and 
extensive  distillers.  They  state  "  the 
"  then  prices,  (In  January  I8O7)  of 
"  the  ditlerent  materials  suitable  to  theii 
"  use,  to  be  barley  at  44s.  and  malt  8 Is.  the 
^'  quarter,  and  sugar  (ils.  to  tiJs.  tlie  cwt. 
"  but  that  the  price  of  i,\.\gar  shuuUL  beivom. 
"  32s.  to  33s,  to  induce  the  distillers  to  use 
"  that  article  in  their  trade,  and  that  even 
^'  then  the  spirit  distilled  would  not  be 
'•'  cither  of  so  good  a  quality  as  that  distilled 
,*'  from  malt  and  barley,  or  so  disposable  in 
*'  the  market.  Also,  that  to  tempt  the 
"  distillers  to  use  mobsl^es  it  sliould  (to 
"  bear  a  proportion  to  bailey  at  4-ls.  and 
"  mall  at  81s.  J.he  quarter)  bear  the  price 
"  of  2  1s.  the  cwt.  and  even  then  the  mo- 
"  lasses  is  consid->?red  a  v.'orse  article  in  the 
"  distiHi;ry  than  sugar."  Now  the  judge- 
ment of  these  gentlemen,  and  by  which 
they  govern  their  practice  in  business,  i.s 
founded  on  the  actual  produce  of  ardent 
spirit  obtained  from  the  different  quantities 
cf  the  several  materials,  and  which,  as  was 
observed  in  my  letter  at  page  77O  of  your 
Register,  is  well  known  to  them  to  be  ever 
hi   a  ratio  to   the  original  gravity  of  their 
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worts,  and  of  their  wash,  as  ascertained  hy 
hydrostatics,  from  whatsoever  sacciiarine 
and  fermentable  matters  such  musts  and 
wash,  are  drawn. — Other  pTrliamentarj 
inquiries  and  reports  on  the  same  subject 
might  be  adduced,  in  confirmation,  par- 
ticularly the  first,  second,  and  tiiirJ 
Reports  of  the  Committees  on  the  Dis- 
tillation of  Sugar,  ordered  to  b«  printed 
15th  June  1808,  any  part  of  wbicli  it  muHt  be 
unnecessary  to  quale.  I  cannot  however  re- 
frain from  stating  the  following  proof  that 
the  mucilage  is  of  no  consideration,  to  de- 
stroy the  brewer's  confidence  in  the  com- 
petency of  hydrometers  to  exhibit  a  just 
compariso?^  between  sweets.  In  the  years 
1805  and  1806,  th.ree  gendcmen,  distin- 
guished for  their  abilities,  and  well  known 
acquirements  in  chemistiy,  (viz.  Drs. 
Thompson,  Hope,  and  Coveiitrv)  v/ere  se- 
lected by  government  to  inquire  into  ihe  dif- 
ferences in  value  between  the  English  and 
Scotch  barleys  and  m.alts,  for  which  purpose 
they  took  with  them  some  practical  assistants 
to  crmduct  the  operations  cf  both  brev\'ing 
and  distilling.  I  have  unfortunately  parted 
with  their  very  valuable  Report,  printed  by- 
order  of  parliament,  containing  the  particu- 
lars of  numerous  trials  made  by  the.m  I 
recollect  enough,  however,  to  be  able  to  say- 
that  their  uniform  rule,  fur  finding  the  dif- 
ferenpes  between  the  two  grains,  w::3  by  the 
gravity  pf  their  extracts,  as  sheun  by  the 
hydrometers  of  various  constructions.  From 
which  gravities,  ar.d  the  cor.stant  agreement 
of  the  produce  of  spirit  with  them,  they 
formed  a  numerical  rule  for  ascertaining  at 
once,  the  proportion  of  alcohol,  atid  con- 
sequently of  spirit  i  of  every  degree  of  strengtli, 
producab'e  from  every  given  gravity  of  must. 
The  operation  of  their  thus  discovered  (de- 
cimal) muliiplicator  on  the  gravity  of  must 
taken  with  the  attendant  circumstances, 
as  the  multiplicand,  affords  sucli  veii/  close 
agreement  with  the  evidences  in  the  above 
"  parliamentary  reports"  as  to  remove  every 
particle  of  doubt,  a.i  to  the  conclusions  to  be 
drawn  in  the  present  question.  One  o'.her 
remark  calls  on  me  to  be  noticed,  ''  that 
a  third  wort  of  lOlbs  per  barred  cannot 
be  so  valuable  as  a  third  part  of  the  first  wort 
of  SO'.bs  par  barrel,  because  the  latter  con- 
tains a  less  proportion  of  mucilage  to  ilie 
svt-eets  th:;u  the  last  worts."  Agreed  3  hut, 
what  then  would  be  the  produce  of  a 
fourth  liquor  on  the  grains,  which, 
according  to  the  inference,  would  con- 
tain a  still  laiger  -propoilion  nf  mucHngc 
to  the  siueeL  ?  I  say  that  this  produce  from 
the  previous  exhaustion  of  the  grains  would 
not  exceed;  in  mucilage  and  saccharine  mat- 
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ter  combined,  2  or  at  the  most  3lbs.  per 
quarter  which  is  a  quality  that  is  inapplica- 
ble to  form  any  sort  ofbeci.  And  even  in 
these  2  or  3lbs.  not  the  miiciUige,  but  the 
remnant  of  saccharum,  consJitutes  tlie  whole 
of  the  nutritive  quality,  without  which  the 
refuse  (usually  left  in  the  grains)  would  not 
deserve  the  low  price  at  w  hioh  it  is  sold. 
With  every  sentiment  of  respect  towards 
this  evidently  able,  though  mistaken  gentle- 
man, I  cippeal  to  himself  whether  the  testi- 
mony of  the  several  scientific,  practical,  and 
truly  respectable  men  I  have  quoted,  from 
such  unquestonable  authority,  is  or  is  not 
conclusive?  And  if  so,  it  is  surely  fair  to 
ask  what  becomes  of  the  allcdged  advantage 
of  40/)?r  ce«^  in  tavour  of  sugar  ;  and,  also, 
which  of  us  is  it  who  "  has  advanced  an  opi- 
*■'  nion  thnl  will  not  »tand  the  test  of  ngid 
*•  examination?" — I  am.  Sir,  vours,  very  res- 
pectfully,  A  Hampshike  Brewer. 

Die.  5,  1808, 

P.  S. — Oh  yaur  account,  Mr.  Cobbelt,  as 
well  as  my  own,  I  decline  all  future  public 
discussion  of  this  subject.  But  if  this  res- 
pectable gentleman  wishes  to  know  me,  he 
may  satist\-  his  curiosity  by  addressing  a  letter 
to  M.  B.  (with  his  own  name  and  address) 
at  No.  ]  1,  Princes  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 
which  shall  be  noticed  in  return  to  him,  with 
all  respectful  attention. 


Duke  of  York. — An  Act  to  enable  His 
Majesty  to  grant  the  Inkeritancf,  in  Fee 
Simple,  of  certain  Munnrs,  Messuages, 
Lands,  and  Hereditaments,  in  the  Pa- 
rishes of  Bijfleet,  JVeyl;ridge,  JValton, 
IValton  Leigh,  and  Chertsey,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Surry,  to  His  Royal  Highness  Fre- 
derick Duke  oj  York  and  Albany,  for  a 
valuable  Consideration.  Passed  the  (J(k 
March,    1804. 

Whereas  his  late  majesty  king  George  II. 
by  letters  patent  bearing  date  the  1  Ith  June, 
17t50,  for  the  consideration  therein  men- 
tioned, did  demise,  grant,  and  to  farm  let, 
unto  Henry  then  earl  of  Lincoln  and  after- 
wards duke  of  Newcastle,  all  that  the 
manor  or  lordship,  manors  or  lordships, 
and  lands,  of  Byflcet  and  Weybvidge,  and 
.  the  park  of  Byfleet  called  Bytieet  or  Wey- 
bridge  Park,  or  lying  and  being  in  Byfleet 
and  Weybridge,  with  all  and  singular  the 
appurtenances,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  to- 
gether with  the  capital  mc-suagc  or  tene- 
ment, stables,  and  other  outhouses  thereto 
belonging,  then  in  the  occupation  of  James 
Incebird  ;  and  all  that  messuage  or  tenement 
with  tjie  appurtenances  then  in  the  occtipa- 
pation  of  Joseph  Spence  ;  and  all  that 
messuage    or    tenement    with    the  appur- 


tenances then  lately  erected  and  built  near 
the  Mills  on  the  Banks  of  the  River  Wey- 
within  the  said  manor,  then  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  John  Bardow,  Esq.  ;  and  all  tho.se 
two  Iron  Mills  erected  on  the  banks  of  the 
said  river  and  near  the  said  last  mentioned 
messuage  or  teiiement,  and  then  in  the 
occupation  of  the  said  John  Bardow,  and 
used  by  him  in  the  Iron  and  Steel  Manu- 
facture ;  and  all  those  warehouses,  store- 
houses, smith's  shop,  and  all  other  build- 
ings thereto  belonging  or  therewith  used  ; 
which  said  messuages,  mills,  warehouses, 
and  storehouses,  v^'ere  buildings  which  re- 
quired to  be  repaired  and  rebudt,  and  were 
of  greater  yearly  value  than  the  manor, 
lands,  park,  and  other  premises  above-men- 
tioned ;  together  with  all  meadows,  pas- 
tures, lands,  tenements,  protits,  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  immunities,  heredita- 
ments, and  appurtenances  to  the  said  ma- 
nor or  lordship,  manors  or  lordships,  lands, 
park,  messuages,  mills,  and  other  build- 
ings and  edifices,  or  any  parcel  of  them  or 
any  of  thena  appertaining  or  in  any  manner 
belonging  ;  (excepting  nevertheless  and  al- 
ways reserving  all  great  trees,  titiiber  trees, 
saplings,  woods,  underwoods,  mines,  and 
quarries,  growing  or  being  in  or  upon  the 
said  premises  or  any  of  them)  ;  to  hold  the 
same  unto  the  said  Henry  earl  of  Lincoln 
his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns, 
from  the  5th  Jan.  1/84,  (at  which  time  a 
former  term  then  in  being  would  expire), 
for  the  term  of  26  years,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  5^1.5.  3s  8d.  And  whereas  his  present 
iTiajesty,  by  letters  patent  bearing  date  the 
30th  Oct.  1773,  for  the  considerations  there- 
in mentioned,  did  demise,  grant,  and  to 
farm  let,  unto  the  said  Henry  then  duke  of 
Newcastle,  all  and  singular  the  said  manor, 
or  lordship,  manors  or  lordships,  park, 
messuages,  &c.  &c.  comprized  in  and  de- 
mised by  the  said  herein-before  mentioned 
letters  patent  of  the  11th  June,  1760,  with 
their  and  every  of  their  rights,  royalties, 
members,  anid  appurtenances  (except  as  in 
the  said  herein-before  mentioned  letters  pa- 
tent is  excepted),  to  hold  the  same  unto 
the  said  Henry  duke  of  Newcastle,his  execu- 
tors, kc.  for  a  reversionary  term  of  13§ 
years,  to  be  computed  from  the  5th  Jan. 
1810  (at  which  time  the  before- mentioned 
term  of  26  years  would  e.Kpire),  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  .sf  15.  3s  8d.  theretofore  pay- 
able, and  an  increased  rent  of  e€2.  l6s.  4d. 
(making  together  ££"18)  until  the  5th  Jan. 
1810,  and  at  the  yearly  rent  of  ^^50  for 
the  first  13  years  of  the  said  reversionary 
term  of  13^  years,  to  commence  from  the 
said  5th  Jan.  1810^  and  at  the  rent  of  i^25 
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for  the  last  half-year  of  the  said  reversionary 
term  :  and  whereas  his  said  present  majesty, 
by  other  lett'-rs  patent  bearing  date  the  7th 
Aug.  l/SO,  did  demise,  grant,  and  to  farm 
let,  nuto  the  Rev.  R.  Palmar,  D.D.  and 
Thomas  Hurst,  gent.,  all  that  manor  of 
Walton  Leigh  in  Surry,  with  all  and  singular 
its  rights,  members,  and  appurtenances, 
and  all  tliose  rents  of  the  free  tenants  there, 
by  a  particular  thereof  amounting  yearly  to 
^3.  0-i.  7|d  ;  and  all  those  rents  of  the 
tenants  by  copy  of  court  roll,  and  at  the 
will  of  the  ''ord  there,  by  a  particular  there- 
of am  i.van  ting  yearly  to  s^'lO.  Os.  9d.  j  and 
all  those  messuages,  lands,  and  tenetnents, 
in  the  hands  of  t!  e  said  t'-nants  by  copy  of 
court  roll,  and  at  will  under  the  yearly  rents 
aforesaid  ;  and  all  that  annual  or  fee  farm 
rent  of  3s.  a  year,  issuing  out  of  the  lands 
and  tenements  theretofore  granted  to  E.  Por- 
ter ;  and  all  that  scite  of  tlie  manor  of 
Walton  Leigh  and  all  demesne  lands  there 
with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances, 
by  a  particular  thereof  mentioned  to  be  of 
the  yearly  rent  or  value  of  ^]0.  18s.  ;  and 
all  that  increased  rent  there,  by  a  particular 
thereof  arnointing  yearly  to  Qs.  3d.  ;  and  all 
that  common  tine  there,  by  a  particular 
thereof  amounting  yearly  to  2^;.  ;  and  all 
those  perquisites  of  courts  there,  one  year 
with  another,  by  a  particular  thereof  valued 
and  estimated  at  ^£:j.  lis.  lid.  a  year  ; 
which  said  manor  of  Walton  Leigh  and 
other  the  premises  last  above-mentioned, 
by  a  particular  thereof  were  mentioned  to 
be  parcel  of  the  possessions  theretofore  pur- 
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customs,  rights,  jurisdictions,  liberties, 
franchises,  privileges,  profits,  commodities, 
advantages,  emoluments,  and  hereditaments 
whatsoever,  of  whatsoever  nature,  kind, 
or  specie  the  same  were  or  by  whatsoever 
names  soever  they  were  known,  understood, 
called,  or  were  theretofore  known,  situate, 
lying,  and  being,  coming  or  arising  or 
growing  within  tlie  manor  therein-before 
mentioned,  or  within  the  village,  town 
fields,  or  places  or  parish  of  Walton  Leigh 
and  Walion-upon-Thames  in  the  saidcounty 
of  elsewhere,  whatsoever  to  the  said  manor, 
messuages,  lands,  tenements,  &c.  in  any- 
wise belonging  or  appertaining,  happening 
or  appending,  or  as  part,  parcel,  or  mem- 
ber ot  the  same  manor,  messuages,  lands, 
tenements,  and  other  the  said  premises  or 
any  of  them,  had,  taken,  accepted,  occu- 
pied, used,  or  reputed,  and  also  the  rever- 
sion or  reversions,  remainder  or  remain- 
ders whatsoever  of  the  said  manor  and  the 
said  lands,  5cc.  depending,  happening,  or 
in  expectancy,  from,  in,  or  upon  any  de- 
mise or  grant,  demises  or  grants,  for  term 
or  terms  of  life,  lives,  or  years,  or  other- 
wise of  the  same  premises  or  any  parcel 
thereof,  of  record  or  not  of  record ;  and 
also  all  and  singular  rents  and  yearly  profits 
whatsoever  reserved  upon  every  demise  or 
grant  of  the  same  premises  or  any  parcel 
thereof  (excepting  nevertheless  and  always 
reserving  to  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, all  lands,  tenements,  and  here- 
ditaments, then  or  theretofore  being  or  re- 
puted to  be    parcel   of    the  said    manor    of 
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the  honour  of  Hampton  Court  ,  and  all  and 
singular  messunges,  mills,  houses,  ediiicr.;s, 
structures,  barns,  itibles,  lovehouses,  or- 
chards, g.5"dt'ns,  lands,  tenements,  mea- 
dows, feedings,  pastures,  commons,  com- 
mon of  pasture,  demesne  land  ,  glebe  lands, 
wastes,  furzes,  heallis,  moors,  marshes, 
advantages,  profits,  waters,  water-courses, 
fisheries,  fishings,  suits,  sokes,  mulcts, 
warrens,  rents,  reversions,  and  services, 
rent  charges,  rents  seek,  and  rents  and  ser- 
vices, as  well  of  the  free  as  customary  te- 
nants, tenants  works,  farms,  fee  farms, 
annuities,  reliefs,  heriots,  fines,  amercia- 
ments, courts  lect,  views  of  frankpledge  of 
court  and  leet,  and  leets  perquisites  and 
profits,  and  a!l  things  vvhich  to  courts  leet 
and  view  of  frankpledge  belong  or  apper- 
tain, chattels,  waifs,  cstrays,  goods  and 
chattels  of  felons  and  fugitives,  felons  of 
themselves  and  put  in  exigent,  bondmen, 
natives  and  villains,  with  their  sequels,  esto- 
vers, and  cominon  of  estovers,  fairs,  mar- 
kets,   tolls,    exemption    from   p.iving  loll. 


lands  Park,  or  in  any  other  of  his  majesty's 
parks,  ot-  reserved  fer  the  depasturing  of  the 
fallow  deer  and  wild  beasts,  .and  also  all 
other  lands,  Sec.  in  Walton  Leigh  aforesaid 
or  within  the  precinct  of  the  said  m.Mior 
of  Walton  Leigh,  which  were  theretofore 
purchased  by  any  of  his  said  present  ma- 
jesty's pros;enitors  or  ancestors,  kings  or 
queens  of  England,  or  any  other  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  besides  the  said  Giles 
Leigh  only  ;  and  also  excepting  and  always 
reierving  all  great  trees,  woods,  under- 
woods, knighis  fees,  wards,  marri.nges, 
fiiines,  and  quarries  of  the  said  premises, 
and  all  timber  trees,  and  fair  saplings  apt 
and  tit  for  timber,  and  suiiicient  staddles 
growing  in  and  upon  the  said  premises  ; 
and  also  all  and  singular  advowsons,  free 
donations,  dispositions,  and  right  of  pa- 
tronage of  all  and  singular  rectories,  vica- 
rages, ch-Tpels,  and  other  ecclesiastical  be- 
nctices  whatsoever  to  the  same  premises  or 
any  parcel  of  the  same  belonging,  apper- 
tainii'.s^,    happening,    or  appending)  j    and 
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also  all  those  lands  and  tenements  in  Walton 
aforesaid,  therein -after  pavticj'.arly  men- 
tioned and  expressed,  t!i:'.t  is  to  say,  one 
dose  called  Dodd  Cruft,  coiUaining  by 
ejtimation  fi  acres  inclosed  together,  &rc.  j 
gnd  one  close  lying  near  Hill  Cioft  in  Wjl- 
tonaforesaid called  Po'ilard, containing  by  esti- 
mation 3  acres,  and  one  close  called  Ilussels, 
containing  by  estimation  4  acres  ;  and  one 
close  called  Barn  Close  theretofore  acijoin- 
inof  to  a  certain  tenement  then  demolished 
and  purchased  of  the  said  Tlio.  Driver  ;  and 
all  those  lands  in  the  field  called  Hill  Croft 
in  Wilton  aforcinid,  containing  by  estima- 
tion 85  acres  of  arable  laud  ;  and  all  that 
close  of  wood  called  Little  Lee,  lying  in 
the  common  field  in  Walton  aforesaid  5  and 
all  those,  arable  lands  in  the  field  called 
V/inkmeershitl,  containing  by  oitimition 
€5  a':res,  Sec.  ;  and  also  one  parcel  of  land 
Ln  Walton  aforesaid,  called  an  Eyto,  con- 
taining bv'  estimation  halfan  acreof  meadow, 
&-C.  And  whereas  his  said  present  tvj  ijcsty,by 
other  letters  patent  bearing  date  the  /th 
March,  J  7/0,  for  the  considerations  there- 
in niLntioned,  did  demise,  grar.t,  and  to 
farm  let,  unto  Sarah  H-xlges  and  Susannah 
1-Iodgcs,  spinsters,  all  that  messuage,  tene- 
ment, or  farm  hoase,  called  or  known  by  the 
name  of  DrooklandT,  in  the  county  of  Snrry, 
and  all  barns,  stab'es,  outhouses,  &-c  to  the 
said  messuage,  &-c,  belonging,  containing  by 
admeasurement  3  acres,  1  rood,  and  12 
perches  or  thereabouts;  and  also  those  11 
several  closes  or  parcels  of  arable,  meadjw, 
antl  pasture  Ian  i  situate  together  and  lying 
r:;und  the  said  messuage,  containing  in  ihe 
\vhole  by  admeasurement  16;)  acres,  1  rood, 
.'iiid  3:3  perches  ;  and  also  all  those  two  seve- 
ral closes  or  parcels  of  meadow  situate  to- 
gether belweerj  the  river  Wayc  on  the  west 
and  certain  lands  therein-afttr  mentioned  on 
theeastjContaining  together  2.0 acres,  2roods, 
and  9  perches,  and  also  all  those  two  sevt-rai 
closes  or  parcels  of  arable  land  sitnnlc  to- 
celher  between  Walton  common  en  the 
fcast,  and  tlio  lands  therein-after  mentioned 
on  the  north  and  west,  containing  together 
20  acres  and  \J  pjrclies  or  thereabouts  ;  all 
which  said  stveriil  closes  or  parcels  of  land 
snd  premises,  containing  in  the  whole  218 
ncrc'^,  1  rood,  and  33  perches,  b'.^Ionged  to  and 
were  to  be  held  witi>  ihe  said  messuage,  Jre. 
«nd  also  all  that  new  Iiuilt  ujessaage  ortene- 
n7e:)t  called  the  Liight  Acres,  adjoining  to 
th*;  lands  first  therein  abore  described,  kr.. 
and  nil  tliose  1 1  s?ver3l  closes  or  parcels  of 
Inn.l  situate  to^etlier  and  lying  ronnd  the 
Midhi'it  meifioncd  mcssu.ige,  and  coirtnining 
51;  acres,  and  2/  perche.s,  nil  which  said  pro- 
m\<i*i:i  are  eiluae  t:j;jeiher  within  th?  parUh 
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of  Weybridge,  and  were  then  in  the  tenure 
or  occupation  of  George  Payne,  esq.  to- 
gether with  all  ways,  passages,  waters, 
rivers,  streams,  fisheries,  6cc.  to  hold  the 
said  messuage,  Sec.  first  therein  above  men- 
tioned to  be  demised  and  granted  with  the 
several  parcels  of  land  thereto  belonging, 
kc.  unto  the  said  Sarah  Hodges  and  Susan- 
nah Hodges,  their  executors.  Sec.  for  a  re- 
versionary term  of  I2|  years,  to  comnnence 
frona  the  .'ith  January,  17S8,  and  to  hold 
the  said  new  built  messuage  with  the  appur- 
tenances and  the  several  parcels  of  land 
thereto  belonging  containing  59  acres  and  27 
perches  with  the  appurtenances  unto  the  said 
Sarah  Hodges  and  Susannah  Hodges,  their 
eseculors,  &c.  for  a  reversionary  term  of  31 
years  and  the  half  of  another  year  to  com- 
mence and  be  computed  from  the  said  5th 
January,  1/83,  at  the  yeirly  rent  of  five 
pounds  eight  shillings  ar.d  sixpence  for  the 
first  thirty  one  years  of  the  said  last  men- 
tioned reversionary  terra,  and  at  the  rent  of 
two  pounds  fourteen  shillings  ani  three- 
pence, Sec.  And  whereas  his  said  present  ma- 
jesty, by  other  letters  patent  b'^aring  date  the 
3d  May,  1  7^^i>  foY  the  considerations  therein 
m'sntioncd,  did  demise,  grant,  and  to  farm 
let,  unto  the  right  hon.  George  earl  of  Tyr- 
connel  and  John  Johnston,  esq.  all  and  sin- 
gular the  said  messuages,  hnds,  &c.  com- 
prised in  and  demised  by  the  said  letters 
patent  of  the  7ih  March,  I77O,  with  their 
and  every  of  their  appurtenances  (except  as 
in  the  said  letters  patent  excepted) ,  to  hold 
the  said  messuage,  &c.  with  the  said  several 
closes  or  parcels  of  land  thereto  belonging, 
and  above-mentioned  21  8  acres,  1  rood,  and 
33  perches  with  their  appurtenances  (except 
as  before  excepted),  unto  the  said  George 
earl  of  Tyrconnel  and  John  Johnston,  their 
executors,  &c.  from  the  5th  Ju'y,  ISOO  (at 
whicli  time  the  term  then  in  being  would 
expire),  for  a  reversionary  term  of  15  years, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  s£l'5.  10s.  2d. 
and  to  hold  the  said  new  built  messuage 
lastly  therein  described  with  the  said  several 
closes  or  parcels  of  land  and  prernises  there- 
tu  belonging  and  above-mentioned  to  con- 
tain 5()  acres  and  2"  perches  with  the  ap- 
purtenances (except  as  before  excepted), 
unto  the  said  George  earl  of  Tyrconnel  and 
John  Johnston,  their  executors,  &c.  from 
5th  July,  I8I9  (at  which  time  the  fernv. 
then  in  being  would  expire,)  for  a  rever- 
sionary term  of  15  years,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  .i\).  14s.  8d.  And  whereas  his  said  pre- 
sent majesty,  by  other  letters  patent  bear- 
ing date  the  8th  April,  1/85,  for  the  conside- 
rations therein  mentioned  did  demi>»e,  grant, 
and  to  farm  lot,  unlo   NidioIaB  Elcock,  all 
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ihat  parcel  of  land  with  the  appurtenances 
upon  which  then  lately  stood  a  house  abut- 
ting towards  tlie  east  upon  llie  highway  Itad- 
ing  to  Ihe  common  of  Weybriclge  by  ih.e 
town  there,  upon  the  orchard  then  or  l.-Ue  o!" 
Amborue  towards  the  north  and  west, 
and  upon  Fathers  Grove  towards  the  wt^st, 
and  upon  the  lands  called  Cobbctts  towards 
the  south  and  east,  containiiig  by  estimatioa 
3'roodsj  and  also  all  that  close  of  ai  able,  cal- 
led Nearer  Hatchers,  abutting  upon  the 
aforesaid  way  towards  the  north  and  east, 
and  upon  the  river  of  Weybridge  aforesaid 
towards  the  west,  and  upon  a  close  called 
Further  Hatchers  towards  the  south,  con- 
taining by  estimation  0'  acres;  and  also  all 
that  close  or  pasture  commonly  calletl  Fur- 
ther Hatchers,  abutting  upon  the  aforesaid 
close  called  Nearer  Hatchers  towards  the 
north  and  west,  and  upon  the  aforesaid  river 
towards  the  west,  upon  certain  lands  then 
cr  late  of  Amborne  towards  the  south 

and  east,  and  upon  Hatcher's  Grove  towards 
the  south,  containiiig  by  estimation  8  acres, 
and  also  all  that  wood  calledHatcher's  Grove, 
abutting  upon  certain  lands  called  Cobbetts 
towards  the  south,  upon  the  aforesaid  close 
called  Further  Hatchers,  towards  the  nortk 
and  west,  and  upon  a  close  called  the  Three 
Acres  towards  the  west,  containing  by  esti- 
mation 3  acres,  more  or  less  ;  and  also  all 
that  close  of  pasture  called  the  Three  Acres, 
abutting  upon  the  aforesaid  close  called 
Farther  Hatchers  tswards  the  north,  upon 
the  river  aforesaid  towards  the  west,  upon  a 
close  called  the  Sand  Lands  towards  the  south, 
and  upon  Hatcher's  Grove  towards  the  east, 
eontaining  by  estimation  3  acres,  more  or 
less;  and  also  all  tnat  parcel  of  meadow 
called  Sand  Lands,  abutting  upon  the  river 
aforesaid  towards  the  west,  and  upon  cue 
part  .of  a  certain  meadow  called  Great  JMil- 
lets  towards  the  north,  upon  a  close  called 
the  Three  Acres  aforesaid,  and  upon  another 
piece  of  land  called  the  Sand  Lands  towards 
the  east,  containing  by  estimation  5  acres, 
more  or  less  ;  and  alsoall  that  close  of  pasture 
called  Sand  Lands,  abutting  upcui  the  afore- 
s'iid  meadow  towa!  ds  the  west, upon  a  close  cal- 
led Wallbrooke  towards  the  south  and  west, 
upon  certain  lands  called  Crickclts  towards 
the  south  and  eabt,  and  upon  the  lands  called 
Cobbetts  towards  the  east,  containing  by  es- 
ti:nation  I4  acres,  more  or  less  ;  and  also  all 
that  close  of  pasture  called  Waller's  Brook, 
abutting  upon  a  certain  piece  of  meadow 
belonging  to  a  firm  called  Btooklands  to- 
wards the  east,  upon  Critketl's  Hill  towards 
the  south,  upon  a  certain  meadow  called 
Sett's  Meadow  towards  the  nnnh,  and  upon 
the  aforesaid  close  called  Sand  Lands,  to- 
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wards  the  east,  containing  by  estimation    J2 


acres,  and  also  all  that  close  cfr  parrel  of 
meadow  called  Belt's  Meadow,  abutting 
upon  a  meadow  called  the  Great  Meadow  of 
Weybridge  aforesaid  towards  the  north  and 
east  and  towards  the  soutli  and  cast,  upon 
the  aSorcaid  close  called  Walter's  Brook 
towards  the  south,  and  upon  the  aforesaid 
river  of  Vv'eybiidgc  towards  th.e  north  and 
east,  containing  by  estimation  10  acres,  and 
also  all  that  parcel  of  arable  land  then  divi- 
ded into  two  closes  called  C')!>betts,  abut- 
I  ting  upon  the  common  of  Weybridge  to- 
■wards  the  south,  upon  li-e  close  cailcd  Sauci 
Lands  aforesaid  towards  the  west,  upon 
I  Hatcher's  Giove  towards  the  north,  ?.ncl 
I  upon  the  aforesaid  way  leading  frcmi  the 
common  of  Weybridge  unto  the  river  of 
Weybridge  aforesaid  towards  the  east,  cor> 
taining  by  estimation  10  acres,  and  also  ail 
that  parcel  of  meadow  called  Millett's 
Grove,  upon  a  meadow  called  Great  Miliett: 
towards  the  west,  upon  the  aforesaid  river 
towards  the  south,  and  upon  a  parcel  of  land 
lying  near  the  bridge  of  the  aforesaid  river 
towards  the  east,  containing  by  estimation 
3  acres  and  2  roods,  and  also  all  that  parcel 
of  meadow  lying  and  being  in  Weybridga 
Great  Mead  (amongst  other  lands  there) 
known  by  the  name  of  Child's  Part,  then 
or  late  in  the  Tenure  of  W.  Porter  or  his 
assigns,  containing  by  estimation  2  acres, 
which  said  paicels  of  land  contain  in  the 
whole  by  estimation  "7  acres  and  3  roods, 
more  or  less,  together  with  all  ways,  passa- 
ges, easements,  commodities,  and  protits 
whatsoever  to  the  said  closes  or  parcels  of 
land  in  any  manner  belonging  or  appertain- 
ing ;  all  which  said  premises  are  situate  at 
Weybridge  in  the  county  of  Surry;  (ex- 
cepting and  always  reserving  thereout  ail 
gr(;at  trees,  woods,  underwoods,  mines, 
and  quarries  growing  and  being  in  and  upon 
the  premises,  other  than  and  besides  tha 
woods  and  underwoods  tberein-betbre  men^ 
tioned),  to  hold  the  same  (except  as  therein- 
bet'ore  was  excepted)  unto  the  said  Nich. 
Elcock,  his  executors,  &c.  from  the  iClh 
Oct.  1/9'  for  the  term  of  23  years  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  .f  7-  ^7^-  4|'-^-  And  wiiereas 
H.R.H.  Frederick  duke  of  York  and  Albany 
has  purrli  ised  and  is  now  possessed  of  or 
entitled  to  the  whole  of  the  leasehold  mutor 
or  manors,  park,  messuages,  mills,  lands, 
tenements,  and  preniises  comprized  in  the 
said  several  recited  letters  patent,  of  the  n  th 
June  1760,  the  30ih  Oct.  17/3,  the  7th 
March  177O,  and  the  3d  May  1735,  snd 
his  said  royal  highness  has  also  purchased 
and  is  now  possessed  of  or  entitlpd  to  one 
uudivided  third  psvt  of  the  leasehold  nianor. 
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messuages,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  and 
premises  comprized  in  the  said  recited  letters 
patent  of  the  7th  August  1780,  for  all  the 
residue  now  to  come  and  unexpired  of  the 
said  several  existing  terms  of  years  granted 
or  demised  by  the  said  letttMS  patent  respect 
ively  :  And  whereas  his  said  royal  higimess 
is  desirous  to  purchase  and  is  now  in  treaty 
for  the  purch;ise  of  the  said  leasehold  mes- 
suage, lands,  tenements,  and  premises  com- 
prized in  the  said  recited  letters  patent  of  the 
8th  April  1785.  for  all  the  residue  now  to 
come  and  unexpired  of  the  term  of  21  years 
granted  or  demised  by  the  satne  letters  pa- 
tent :  And  whereas  his  said  royal  highness  is 
in  the  possession  of,  and  holds  as  tenant 
under  the  crown  from  y(t"av  to  year,  two 
coney  warrens  in  or  near  Byfleet  and  Wcy- 
bridge  aforesaid  with  the  appurtenanct's  ; 
and  also  a  close  or  parcel  of  land  now  or 
heretofore  called  Millett  Meadow  in  Wey- 
bridge  aforesaid,  containing  ten  acres  or 
thereabouts,  be  the  same  more  or  less  ;  and 
also  divers  closes  or  parcels  of  land  now  or 
heretofore  called  Hones  in  the  parish  of 
Chertsey,  in  the  said  county  of  Surry,  con- 
taining together  25  acres  or  thereabouts,  be 
the  same  more  or  less,  which  said  last  men- 
tioned premises  were  heretofore  held  under 
lease  frwm  the  crown,  bat  the  lease  or  leases 
whereof  hath  or  have  lately  expired  :  And 
whereas  his  said  royal  highness  has  lately 
purchased  and  is  seised  or  entitled  in  fee 
simple,  of  or  to  the  freehold  capital  mes- 
suage or  mansion  house  and  park  of  Oat- 
lands,  and  divers  other  freehold  and  copyhold 
messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita- 
ments, situate  and  being  within  the  several 
manors  or  parishesof  Bytleet  and  Weybridge, 
Walton-upon-Thames,  Walton  Leigh,  and 
Chertsey,  or  some  of  them  :  And  whereas 
under  and  by  virtue  of  two  several  inclosure 
aCTS  passed  in  the  40ih  year  of  his  present 
majesty,  divers  separate  and  distinct  parcels 
of  land  or  ground  within  the  parishes  and 
places  afore^laid  have  t>t-en  allotted  and  awar- 
ded to  his  said  royal  highness  and  other 
persons  respectively,  as  viell  in  respect  of 
the  several  Icasehuld  premises  herein-before 
mentioned,  including  the  said  premises 
whereof  his  said  royal  highness  is  tenant 
under  the  crown  from  year  to  year,  as  in 
respect  of  his  said  royal  highness's  said  free- 
hold and  copyhold  hereditarnents  and  estates 
in  the  manors  or  paiishes  aforesaid  ;  and  his 
said  royal  highness  has  also  purchased  and 
contracted  to  purchase  from  different  pro- 
prietors thereof  several  other  lands  or  here- 
ditaments in  the  same  manors  or  parishes, 
which  have  been  allotted  and  awarded  to 
tiiem  in  fee  simple  under  the  said   incloiure 


acts  :  and  whereas  h's  said  royal  highness 
has  btfen  put  to  a  very  great  expence,  and 
has  laid  out  several  considerable  sums  of 
money  respecting  the  said  inclosure  acts, 
and  in  making  the  neces«^ary  inclosures  and 
improvements  in  consequence  thereof;  and 
the  commissioners  acting  under  the  said 
acts  have,  with  a  view  to  the  convenience 
of  occupation  and  improvement  intermixed 
and  laid  together,  or  as  contiguous  as  may 
be,  the  several  allotments  which  have  been 
made  to  hi<  said  royal  highness,  as  well  in 
respect  of  his  aforesaid  leasehold  premises, 
as  of  his  said  freehold  and  copyhold  here- 
ditaments and  estates  :  and  inasmuch  as  on 
account  of  the  situation  and  intermixture 
of  the  several  allotments  which  have  been 
made  in  respect  of  the  said  several  leasehold 
premises,  including  the  said  premiseswhcre- 
of  his  said  royal  highness  is  tenant  from 
year  to  year,  and  in  respect  of  his  said 
royal  highness's  said  freehold  and  copyhold 
hereditaments  and  estates,  and  from  the 
situation  and  intermixtuie  oi  the  said  allot- 
ments which  he  has  so  purchased  aud  con- 
tracted for  in  fee  simple  as  aforesaid,  the 
same  several  allotments  cannot  be  occupied 
and  improved  to  the  advantage  they  are 
capable  of,  unless  they  ar.e  held  and  kept 
together  and  etijoyed  as  one  estate  ;  and  in 
regard  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  present 
leases  or  demises  of  the  said  leasehold  pre- 
mises, it  would  not  only  be  difficult  to 
ascertain  and  distinguish  the  said  leasehold 
allotments  from  the  said  freehold  and  copy- 
hold allotments,  but  would  also  be  very 
prejudicial  and  injurious  to  his  said  royal 
liighness's  mansion-house,  park,  and  estate 
at  OatJands  aforesaid,  if  the  said  leasehold 
nllotnients  were  separated  and  taken  away 
from  the  said  freehold  and  copyhold  allot- 
ments :  and  inasmuch  also  as  the  said  several 
leasehold  manors  and  premises  herein-before 
mentioned  lie  contiguous  to,  and  are  very 
desirable  and  convenient  to  be  held  and 
enjoyed  with  or  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
said  mans'on  house,  park,  and  estate  of  Oat-; 
lands,  n.  R.  H.  the  ^aid  Fred,  duke  of  York 
and  Albany,  is  desirous  of  purchasing  the 
inheritance  of  the  whole  of  the  said  lease- 
hold manors  and  premises  respectively,  in- 
cluding the  said  premises  whereof  H.  R.  H. 
is  tenant  from  year  to  year,  with  all  the 
timber  and  other  trees,  woods,  under- 
woods, mines,  and  quarries,  growing  or 
being  on  or  in  or  about  the  same  manors 
and  premises  ;  and  his  said  royal  highness 
has  made  his  suit  to  his  majesty,  that  he 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  leave 
that  a  bill  may  be  brought  into  parliament 
10  enable  his  majesty  to  grant  to  his  said 
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royal  highness  such  inheritance  :  and  where- 
as his  majesty  hath  been  graciously  pleased 
to  assent  thereto  ;  may  it  therefore  please 
your  majesty  that  it  m.iy  be  enacted  ;  and 
be  it  enacted  by  tlie  king's  most  excellent 
majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  lords  spiritual  and  teinporal, 
and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
his  majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  at  any 
time  or  times  hereafter,  by  letters  patent 
or  indenture  or  indentures  under  the  great 
seal,  to  grant  the  fee  simple  and  inheritance 
of  and  in  all  and  singular  the  manors,  park, 
messuages,  mills,  warehouses,  storehouses, 
lands,  tenements,  rents,  hereditaments, 
and  premises,  comprized  in  and  demised 
by  the  said  herein-before  recited  letters 
patent,  11th  Junel7t)0,  or  any  of  them 
respectively,  with  their  and  every  of  their 
rights,  royalties,  m.^mbers,  and  appurte- 
nances ;  and  also  of  and  in  the  two  coney 
warrens,  lands,  and  premises  thereof  H.R.H. 
is  tenant  from  year  to  year  as  aforesaid, 
with  their  and  every  of  the  appurtenances, 
and  likewise  of  and  in  all  and  singular  the 
lands,  grounds,  and  hereditaments  what- 
soever, which  by  virtue  of  or  under  any 
inctosure  act  or  acts  of  parliament,  have 
been  or  shail  or  may  be  allotted  or  awarded 
to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  for 
or  in  respect  of  the  said  leasehold  manors, 
park,  messuages,  mills,  £ic.  or  any  of  them, 
including  the  said  premises  held  from  year 
to  year  ;  and  also  all  and  every  tlie  timber 
and  other  trees,  woods,  underwoods,  royal 
and  other  mines  and  quarries,  growing  or 
being  on  or  in  or  about  the  saine  leasehold 
manors,  hereditaments,  and  premises  re- 
spectively; and  all  rents,  issues,  and  profits, 
of  the  premises  so  to  be  granted,  and  parti- 
cularly the  rents  reserved  by  the  said  recited 
letters  patent  unto  and  to  the  use  of  H.  R.  H. 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  or  unto  such  person  or 
persons  in  trust  for  his  said  royal  highness, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  as  he  or  they  shall 
nominate  or  appoint  for  a  full  and  adequate 
consideration  in  money  :  to  be  valued  and 
ascertained  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 
crown  for  the  time  being,  who  are  here- 
by authorized  to  value  and  ascertain  the 
saraie  accordingly.  — If.  And  be  it  further 
enacted,  that  the  price  or  consideration 
in  money  to  be  valued  and  ascertained  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  paid  into  tbe  bank  of  Eng- 
land in  the  name  of  the  lord  high  treasurer 
of  England,  and  shall  be  forthwith  laid  out 
by  the  order  of  the  surveyor-general  of  the 
land  revenue  for  the  time  being  in  the  pur- 
chase of  ^3.  per  cent,  consolidated  bank 
annuities,  in  ths  same  manner  and  to   and 
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for  ths  same  uses  and  purposes  as  the 
monies  arising  or  to  arise  by  the  sale  of  fee 
farm  rents  are  directed  to  be  laid  out  by  3a 
act,  passed  in  the  34th  of  his  majesty,  in- 
tituled, '  An  Act  for  the  better  manage- 
'  ment  of  the  land  revenue  of    the  crowq, 

*  and  for  the  sale  of  fee  farm  and  other 
'  tinimproveable  rents/  and  that  all  and 
singular  the  anmiities  to  be  purchased  by 
virtue  of  this  Act  shall  be  and  remain  in- 
vested, and  the  interest  or  yearly  dividends 
thereof  shall  be  from  time  to  time  received, 
answered,  accounted  for,  applied,  and  ap- 
propriated in  such  and  the  same  manner  as 
by  the  said  last  before-mentioned  Act  is 
directed  and  enacted  in  respect  of  the  an- 
nuities to  be  purchased  in  pursuance  of 
that  Act. — III.  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
that  such  grant  of  the  said  premises,  or  any 
part  thereof,  as  shall  be  made  by  his  said 
majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  or  any 
such  letters  patent,  indenture  or  indenruresas 
aforesaid  in  puruiance  of  this  act,  shall  be 
and  is  and  are  hereby  declared  and  enacted 
to  be  good,  valid,  and  effectual  in  tlie  law, 
according  to  the  tenor  and  purport  thereof 
in  the  said  letters  patent,  indenture  or  in- 
dentures to  be  expressed,  notwithstanding 
any  restriction,  matter,  or  thing  contained 
in  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  1  st.  of  her 
late  majesty   queen   Anne,  intituled,  '  An 

*  Act  for  the  better  support  of  her  mijesty's 
'  household,  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity 
'  of  the  crown  ,'  or  in  an  Act  made  in  the 
1st  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  '  An 
'  Act  for  the  support  of  his  majesty's  house- 
'  hold,  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
'  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  ;'  or  in  an 
Act  made  in  the  34th  of  his  present  ma- 
jisty,  intituled  '  An  Act  for  the  better 
'  management  of  the  land  revenue  of  the 
'  crown,  and  for  the  sale  of  fee  farm  and 
*■  other  unimproveable  rents,'  or  any  other 
law  or  statute  to  the  contrary,  or  any  m  is- 
recital  of  non -recital,  omission,  or  other 
defect  in  the  said  letters  patent.,  indenture 
or  indentures  hereafter  to  be  made  in  any- 
wise notwithstanding. — IV.  Saving  always 
to  all  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  and  all 
other  persons  whomsoever,  and  their,  his, 
and  her  suacessors,  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators  (other  than  and  except  his 
most  excellent  majesty  and  his  heirs  and 
successors),  all  such  estate,  right,  title, 
interest,  claim,  and  demand,  of,  in,  and 
to  the  premises  to  be  granted  in  and  by  the 
said  letters  patent,  indenture  or  indentures 
to  be  made  m  pursuance  of  this  Act,  as  they, 
every,  or  any  of  thern  had  before  the  pas- 
sing of  this  Act,  or  might  or  could  or  would 
have  had,  held,  or  enjoyed,  in  case  this 
Act  had  not  been  nude. 
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OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Fren'ch  F.xpo«<:. — (Coiiclndecl  from 
•  p.  bi(;(ji  ) — One  huiuireci  tlun.snnd  of  the 
grand  .irmy  leave  the  Prussian  stales  to  oc- 
cupy the  c.inip  at  Boulogne,  wliiie  Denmark, 
lieiicetor(h  sate  Irom  any  English  invasion, 
19  evacuated  by  our  troops,  wiiich  are  con- 
centrated and  centralizing  lhem^elves.  Be- 
fore the  end  ot.Ianuary,  the  baitalioas  with- 
drawn to  Spain  will  be  replac^jd  on  the  banks 
of  the  Elbe  and  the  Rhine. — Those  which 
quelled  It.iiy,  last  year,  return  to  their  for- 
mer (iestiuation. — Such,  Messieurs,  is  the 
external  situation  of  France. —  In  the  interior, 
the  greatest  order  in  all  pans  of  the  adminis- 
tnuion,  important  arnelio;;ilions,  a  great 
number  of  new  institutions,  have  excited 
;he  gratitude  of  the  people. — The  creation  cf 
lilies  of  nobility  have  environed  the  throne 
with  a  new  splendour.  This  system  creates 
in  all  h.earts  a  laudable  etnuiation.  It  perpe- 
tuates the  recollection  of  the  most  illustrious 
services  paid  by  the  most  honourable  re- 
ward.— The  clergy  have  distinguished  them- 
selves by  their  patriotism,  and  by  their  at- 
t.ichment  to  their  sovereign  and  their  duties, 
lle.-^pect  to  the  ministers  of  the  altar,  who 
Iionour  religion  b)'  a  devotion  so  pure,  and 
virtues  so  disinterested  ! — The  magistrates 
otall  classes  cveiy  where  aid,  with  their  ut- 
most cllbrts,  the  views  of  the  sovereign  and 
the  people,  by  their  zeal  facilitate  the  ope- 
ration of  their  authority,  and  by  the  mnnites- 
tation  of  the  most  affecting  sentiments, 
exalt  the  carriage  and  ardour  ot  the  troops. 
— Soldiers,  magistrates,  citizens,  ail  have 
but  one  object,  the  service  of  the  state  ;  but 
ene  sentiment,  that  of  admiration  for  the 
iovereigu  ;  but  one  desire,  that  of  seeing 
heaven  waich  over  his  days,  too  just  a  re- 
compense for  a  monorch  who  has  no  other 
thought,  noolherambition,  than  those  otthe 
happiness  and  the  glory  of  the  French  naliuo. 


Spanish  Rcvolution  — First  BuJldin  of 
the  French  Jrv.y  oj  Spain,  dated  Vitloria, 
Nov.  g,   180S. 

Position  of  the  French  army  on  the  25th 
Oct. — Head  quarters  at  Vittoria. — The  mar- 
»hal  duke  of  Cornegliano,  with  his  let't  wing, 
along  the  banks  of  the  Arragon  and  the  Ebro. 
His  head-quarters  at  Rafalla. — The  niar.shal 
duke  of  Elchiiigen  is  with  his  head- quarters 
at  Guardia. — 1  he  marshal  duke  of  Istria  has 
his  head-qiKuters  at  Miranda,  with  a  garrison 
in  Fort  Panccrba.— 'J  he  general  cf  division 
Merlin  occupies  wilh  onedivibion  the  heights 
of  Durango,  and  presses  upon  the  enemy, 
who  seem  disposed  to  attack   the  heights  of 


Mondiagon. — The  marshal  duke  of  D.intzic 
having  arrived  with  the  divisions  of  Sebastir 
ani  and  Laval,  the  kiui^  was  pleased  to  order 
the  division  of  Merlin  to  return — The 
enemy  being  in  the  nieiin  time  in  io!ce  at 
Lcrin,  and  liaving  occupied  Viana,  and  seve>- 
ral  posts  on  the  left  bank  of  thi  Flbro.  the 
king  ordered  the  duke  of  Cnrnegiian  .  to  ad- 
vance ugainst  the  entmv.  Gene-al  Waltier, 
comm;mder  of  the  cavalry,  and  the  brigades 
of  generals  Ilabert,  Brune,  and  Eazout, 
proceeded  against  the  enemy's  posts.  On 
the'ijth  of  October  the  enemy  were  defeat- 
ed at  all  points.  Twelve  hundred  men, 
who  weresunounded  in  Lerin,  at  first  shew- 
ed a  disposition  (o  defend  themselves;  but 
general  Grandjcan  having  made  his  arrange- 
ments, dcfeateil  them  completely,  making 
prisoners  one  colonej,  two  lieutenant-colo- 
nels, 40  olHcers,  and  12(X)  .loldiers.  These 
troops  formed  pat  t  of  the  camp  of  St.  Roque, 
before  Gibraltar.  At  the.  same  time,  mar- 
shal the  duke  of  Elchingen  marched  for  Lo- 
grono,  passed  the  Ebro,  look  300  of  the 
enemy  prisoners,  pursued  them  several  miles, 
and  re-established  the  bridge  of  Logrono. 
In  consequence  of  this  event,  the  Spanish 
general  Pignatelli,  who  commanded  the  in- 
surgents, was  stoned  by  them. — The  troop.? 
of  the  traitor  Rcmana  and  the  Spanish  prison- 
ers in  England,  landed  by  the  English  in 
Spain,  with  the  division  of  Gallicia,  making 
together  a  force  of  30,000  men,  threatenoi 
from  Bilboa  marshal  the  duke  of  Dailizic, 
who,  led  on  by  a  noble  ardour,  advanced 
upon  them  on  the  3 1st  of  October,  and  drove 
them,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  from  all 
their  positions.  The  troops  of  the  Confede- 
ration of  the  Rhine,  antl  particularly  the 
cor[)S  of  Baden,  distinguished  themselves. — 
The  .marshal  diike  of  Dantzic  closely  follow- 
ed up  his  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  the  whofe 
1st  of  November,  as  fr.r  as  Guenes,  and  en- 
tered Bilboa.  in  that  city  very  considerable 
niagazines  were  found.  Several  f^nglishmen 
were  made  prisoners.  The  encm)'s  loss,  in 
killed  and  wounded,  Mas  considerable  ;  but 
we  took  very  few  of  them  prisoners.  Our 
loss  consists  of  only  50  killed  and  100 
wounded.  However  praiseworthy  this  action 
was,  it  was  to  be  wished  that  it  had  not  takea 
place;  the  Spanish  corps  w:s  in  a  situation 
to  have  been  complttely  cut  oft'.— The  corp.s 
of  marshal  Victor  having  just  arrived,  was 
detached  from  Vittoria  to  Orduna.  On  the 
7th  of  November,  the  enemy,  reinforced 
by  fresh  troops  from  St.  Andero,  occupiL-J 
tile   height  of  (iucnes. 

(To  ie  Lonlinucd.) 
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Spain. 1  have,  tor  some   time   pasr, 

left  offihe  (itle,  "  SpajiLh  Be-.o/uliou,"  be- 
cause !  pc-rceivecl,  that  nothing  woiihy  ot" 
thy  name  of  revolution  was  ijileiided.  i  do 
not  say,  thut  the  reverses,  which  the  Spa- 
niards liave  experienced,  have  proceeded 
wholly  from  theiir  new  Junta  having  disco- 
vered no  disposition  to  suffer  any  change  to 
take  ph'cc  in  the  form  or  system  of  the  go- 
veinment,  or  to  cau.se  a  radical  reform  cf 
abuses  ;  but,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  it 
was,  by  man)'  persona  besides  myself,  fear- 
ed, that,  uriless  the  people  of  Spain  were 
let  completely  loose  ;  unless  they  were  con- 
vinced, that  the  war  Vvas/or//i;'/;?j'e/rM,  and 
not  for  any  single  penon  or  single  family, 
they  would  not  make  much  exertion  against 
the  French.  The  example  of  other  nations 
was  added  to  the  reason  of  the  case^  in  order 
to  convince  tiie  public,  titat  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  obstinately  adhering  to  a  war  in  the 
name  of  Ferd  nand  VII  j  but,  ths  hirelings 
of  ihe  press  vociferated  ;  the  London  mer- 
chants and  the  king's  minisiers  dined  and 
toasted  ;  and  the  fatal  measure  was  resolved 

on,    to  make  war  for  the  king  of  Spain.- • 

I  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  it  was  th* 
choice  of  the  people  of  Spain  to  fight  for 
Ferdinand.  In  answer  to  this  I  say  ;  that, 
when  the  Spaniards  first  took  up  arras,  their 
declarations  against  France  were  little  les.s 
vehement  than  their  declarations  against  their 
*'  late  infamous  government,"  and  against 
the  numerous  "  al:u.fes,  "  that  it  engendered 
and  maintained.  While  the  people  u^ere  in 
this  mind,  Spanish  deputies  came  to  England, 
and,  soon  after,  at  a  publio  feasi  given  to 
tliera,  the  king's  minister  for  fovsign  affairs 
gave,  in  the  way  of  toast,  "His  most  Ca- 
tholic IMajesty  Ferdinand  VII,"  whichj  as  t  ' 
remarked  at  the  time,  amounted,  consider-  < 
ing  from  whom  it  came,  to  a  declaration, 
that,  if  we  gave  any  aid  to  the  Spani.^i  cause, 
it  would  be  upon  the  condition  of  that  cause 
being  the  cause  of  kings  in  general,  and  of, 
the  king  of  Spain  in  particular.  '  Thst 
this  or  something  very  much  like  this 
was  the  language  of  the  Deputies,  or  what- 
ever else  they  might  be  called,  who  were 
sent  to  Spain,  with  a  view  of  offering 
the  people   assistance,  there  csu  be   little 
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]    dcuht  ;   and,   when  our  king  came    f~)ni..l!v' 
I    to  appoint  a  representative   of  himself  to  go 
j    to  Spam,  that  reprefentative  was  arpninted, 
1    not  to  the  Spanish  nalinn.  cr  to  tlie  Juntas 
;    Oh,  no!   to   nothing  short  of  "  H.'s   Most 
j    "  Catholic   Majesty,  Ferdinand  the  Vlllh." 
It  does,  and  it  d'd  at  the  time,  appear  clearly 
1    to  me,  as,  I  think,  it  must  have  appeared  to 
!    the  public  in  general,  tliat  all  this  amounted 
I   to  a  declaration,  on    our  part,  that,  iniless 
!    tlie  war  was  a  war  for  the  king,  we  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it  ;  and,  tliat  we 
would,  'oy  no  means,  have  any  hand  in  aid- 
ing and  abetting  a  democratical  revolution. 
The  reader  will  judge,  whether  our  conduct 
and  language  did  amount   to  this  ;   that  may 
be  a  question  ;   but,  if  it  did,  there  can  be  no 
question,  that  we    were  principally  instru- 
mental in   making  the  cause  a  kingly  instead 
of  a  popular  one.  — The  proclarnations  of  the 
Junta  are  now  styled  "  i^oya/ Proclamations." 
I'hey  breathe  no  longer  that  popular  enthu- 
siasm, which  characterized  the  Addresses  of 
the  several   separate  Juntas.     They  talk  of 
little  hut  the  ill-treatment*and  the  right.s  of 
that  "    beloved    sovereign  Ferdinand  VII." 
\\  horn  to  restore  to  the  throne  appears  lo  b5 
the  principal  object  cf  the  persons  in  power. 
They  declare,  in  one  of  these  "  Royal  Pro- 
"  clamaiion-,"  that   they    vevcr   irill  make 
'■peace  with  Nopoleon,  until  iheir  "  beloved 
'-'  sovereign  F'erdinand  be  restofed    to   the 
'■   throne."  than  which,  I  think  the  reader 
will  allow,  nothing  could,  at  such  a  crisii, 
be  more  impolitic  ;   that  is  to  say,  supposing 
long  continued  de.=potipm  not  to  have  tolnliy 
deprived  the  people   of   their  senses:  ior, 
with  what  heart   could  tliey  possibly  go  to 
the  war,  if  they  were  never  to   have  peace 
but  upon  cotidition.';,  v.hich.  bowe^=^'■  beaten 
by  them,-  Buonaparte,  uuiess  they  roiiqucr- 
eJ  France   irself,  migh';  re.uise  theni  ?    Ti.ie 
people  cf  Spain,  when  they   took   u  >  arn:;< 
aaainsi  the  French,  v/hi'e  they  were  engaged 
in  expelling  ihe  French,  dedarv'd  tjgnlnstthei- 
"  laie  infaiTiou«  governmet;'  ;"  and,  was  it  to 
besnnpoted,  that  they  would  be  tvrgeJ  '.o  shed 
their  blood  by  a  d^claratifin,  on   the  part  t.t 
those  who  now  manage  theaff.iir?  of  th-^rat-iori, 
that  the  o'aject.the.uiti urate  rbject,ofti)tir  toils 
ynd  dangers  is  to  restore    that   g(:vevum^ns  ? 

^lu  I'ue  midst  of  all  the   melanch.uiv   re- 
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lations  that  are  daily  reaching  us  from  Spain  ; 
^vhile  we  see  Buonaparte,  like  the  destroy- 
ing angel,  sweeping  away  armies  and 
spreading  desolation  over  the  land,  and 
while  we  are  trembling  tor  fear  that  the  next 
mail  may  bring  us  the  sad  assurance,  that 
the  bodies  of  some  of  our  own  countrymen, 
Iriends,  and  relations,  have  been  trampled 
beneath  the  hoofs  of  his  horses :  in  the 
midst  of  these  tidings,  is  it  not  enough  to 
sting  one  to  madness  to  be  gravely  informed, 
that,  on  the  I4th  of  November,  "  his  ex- 
"  cellency  Don  Juan  Hookham  Fkere," 
upon  being  introduced  to  the  Central  Junta, 
delivered  a  speech,  in  which  "  he  slated 
*'  the  extraordinary  complacency  and  flat- 
"  tering  satisfaction,  which  he  felt  in  the 
**  honour  granted  him  by  the  king,  his 
"  master,  in  appointing  him  his  representa- 
**  live  near  the  august  person  of  his  most  Ca- 
*'  tholic  Majesty,  Ferdinand  VII  ?"  It  re- 
ally makes  one's  feet  and  lingers  itch  ;  it  sets 
one  all  in  a  twitter,  to  read  this,  at  a  time 
like  the  present.  "  Near  the  august  per- 
*'  son,"  indeed  !  Why,  what  more  could 
we  do,  were  we  to  study  for  years  iiow  we 
should  furnish  food  for  ridicule  in  the  French 

newspapers  ? Of    a    piece    with     these 

proceedings  was  the  proclamation  to  check 
**  the /itt?«/io;^5«e55  of  the  press,"  of  which 
proclamation  it  is  by  no  means  difficult  to 
guess  the  origin.  It  was  so  exactly  accord- 
ing to  the  taste  of  certain  people  ;  it  was  so 
like  them  j  it  was  ihc  very  thing  one  would 
have  expected  from  them.  Keep  the  peo- 
ple down.  Keep  their  tongues  antl  pens  in 
order.  Don't  let  them  talk  too  much. 
Well,  according  to  all  appearances,  the 
Junta  may  now  issue  as  many  proclamations 
as  they  please  against  "  the  liccnliousneis 
*'  of  the  press  :"  for,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that 

they  will  soon  have  little  else  to  do. My 

decided  opinion  is,  that  the  present  disasters 
in  Spain  have  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  change  of  feeling  in  the 
people,  produced  by  the  change  of  language 
in  their  leaders.  It  was  always  obvious,  to 
those  who  r>eflected  upon  the  matter,  that 
Spain,  to  avoid  the  embraces  of  the  Buona- 
partes, must  be  thrown  into  a  state  of  revo- 
lution j  revolution  or  King  Jusepk  appeared 
to  be  the  only  choice  for  tlie  nation  ;  and, 
unfortunately,  those  who  obtained  the  lead, 
resolved  7iol,  at  am/  rate,  to  have  a  revolu- 
tion. They  resolved  not  to  sutier  "  the  li- 
"  centinusness  of  the  press."  I,  for  my 
part,  shall  always  think  of  that.  1  know 
what  snrt  of  folks  ihoats  are,  who  talk  about 
"  the  Uccnl'iousneAS  of  the  press"  in  this 
country  antl  in  An)€rica  ;  and  upon  this 
IbHowledge  1  do^  and  nsttsi,  farm  my  jud^- 
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ment. As  to  the  conduct  of  our  minis- 
ters, in  their  viilitary    arrangements,  J  am 
not    dispo-ed   to   find   faidt   with    it.       The 
Morning  Chronicle  does,  in(4eed,  i.se  som« 
very  powerful  arguments  to  show,  that  they 
might    have     acted    more    for    the    bene- 
fit    of     the     Spanish     cause  ;      but,      the 
worst  of  it  is,  these  arguments  come  after 
the    event.     It  was    all    along   quite  clear, 
that  Mv?  could  do  nothing,  unless  the  Spani- 
ards themselves  were  in    great  force,  as    to 
numbers  at  least  ;   but,  it  would  now  seem, 
that  the  French  have  the  superiority  even  in 
that     respect.      Therefore,      the    accounts, 
which  we  before  received,  about  their  num- 
bers, were  false,  or  those  numbers  have,  of 
late,  diminished,  which  diminution,  if  that 
be  the  case,  must,  I  think,  be  attributed  to 
the  change,  which,  by  the  altered  language 
of    the  Junta,    has    been   produced  in    the  - 
minds  of  the   people.     The  blame,  due  to 
the  ministers,  appears   to  me  to  be  that  of 
having  royalized,  if  1  may  use  the  word,  the 
Spanish  cause.  This  is  a  subject  well  worth  the 
serious  attention  of  Parliament  ;  but,  astotho 
m.ilitary  part  of  their  measures,  it  will  be 
very  ditKcult,  I  imagine,  to  make  any  blam* 
stick  to  them. 1  could  not  help  observ- 
ing, in  the    Courier  newspaper  of  Saturday 
last,  a  letter,  said  to  come  from  one  of  our 
ot^cers   in  Sir   David  Baird's  army,    who, 
after  complaining  of  the    lukewarvmess   of 
the  Spanish  people,  ;ind  their  backwardne.ss 
to  make  exertions  against  the  enemy,  says, 
"  this  is  a  miserable  people,  the  French  must 
"  do  them  good."     I    really  did  wonder   to 
meet  with   a   sentiment  like  this   last,  in   a 
ministerial  newspaper.  You  see,  how  things 
strike  even   our   officers.     This  gentleman 
seems  to  have  a  high  opinion  of  the  benejiti 
of  French  fraternization.     Is  it  any  wonder, 
then,  if  great  numbers  of  the  Spaniards  aro 
of  the  same  opinion  ?     No,  no  :  say  what 
we    will,     it    does  not   necessarily    follow, 
that    the    French    must  be    hated   by    the 
Spaniards,  because  we  wish  it  to  be  so. 
I  do  not  yet  give  up   the   Spanish   cause   as 
lost,    because     the     great    dangers    of    th« 
country  may  rouze  the   people  ;  a   truly  re- 
volutionary spirit  may    arise,    and,  in   that 
case,  the  French  may    be  defeated;  but,  it 
a  king  at    all,  there  is,  I    think,  but  littl^ 
doubt,  that  Joseph    Napoleon   will    be  that 
king. 

Davison  has,  at  last,  been  tried.  He  has 
been  found  guilty.  Well,  this  is  some- 
thing ;  and  now,  I  hope,  that  refunding  ■v;'\W. 
follow,  that  the  poor  abused  and  cheated 
people  may  obtain,  from  this  proceeding, 
a  little,  at  least,  towards  defraying  the 
expenses  of  tho  Hoards  of  Commissioners, 
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which  have  been  created  for  t!ie  purpn-e  of 
detecting  and  bringing  to  light  snch  frauds 
upon  the  public  parse.  Without  lefunding, 
I  think  lit!l«  of  the  prosecution,  or  the 
verdict.  Squeeze  the  purn\  that's  the  way 
to  make   them  feel.       "     I    sq'iecze    yon, 

"  sponge,    and   you  are  dry  again." 1 

shall  be  very  anxious  to  hear  the  result 
of  these  proceedings.  If  I  were  a  member 
of  parliament,  I  would  never  rest,  'till  I 
had  the  pounds-shillings-and-pence  picture 
of  the  whole  affair  clearly  before  ihe  public. 

Davison  is,  however,  a   person,  after 

all,  it  seems,  of  a  most  excellent  character. 
His  sponsors,  upon  this  occasion,  were  nu- 
merous. I  marvel  that  he  did  not  bring  his 
corps  of  "  Loyal  North  British  Folunteers," 
■who  inhabit  about  St.  James's  Square.  He 
is  famed  for  his  loyally  ;  and,  really,  little 
.frauds  upon  the  public,  if  committed  by  so 
lo'i^al  a  man,  might  meet  with  a  lenient 
construction.  Who  knows  but  that  he 
might  have  been  tempted  to  add  now  and 
then  a  pound  to  the  price  of  his  articles, 
for  the  sake  of  acquiring  the  means  of 
raising  Volunteers,  in  order  to  keep  out 
the  French,  and  to  keep  down  the  wicked 
and  seditious  at  home  ?  We  are  told, 
indeed,  by  the  disaffected,  that  the  detected 
peculators  are  all  famous  for  their  loyalty  j 
for  their  attachment  to  "  regular  govern- 
"  ment,  social  order,  and  our  holy  religion." 
But,  while  the  truth  of  this  is,  and  must 
be,  confessed,  it  may  be  answered,  that 
ioyalty,  like  every  other  lofty  virtue,  subjects 
the  possessor,  or,  more  properly  speaking, 
the  professor,  to  the  charge  of  some  petty 
vices.  Besides,  who  is  to  be  loyal  for 
nothing?  Godliness,  we  are  told,  is  great 
gain;  and,  is  there  to  be  no  gain  attached 
to  loyalty  ?  Is  a  man  to  be  loyal,  while 
others  are  disloyal,  or  while  others  are  said 
to  be  so,  which  answers  his  purpose  full  as 
well,  if  not  better,  and  is  he  to  get  nothing 
at  all  by  it  ?  The  loyalty  of  my  little  friend, 
Thomas  Fitzgerald,  the  small-beer  poet, 
is  almost  proverbial.  He  has  written  more 
verses  against  Buonaparte  than  any  man 
living.  If  the  Corsican's  carcass  had  been 
assailable  by  doggerel,  he  would  have  been 
killed  long  ago  by  my  little  friend,  whose 
attacks  upon  him  have  been  truly  bloody- 
minded.  Accordingly,  little  Thomas  has 
a  pension  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a 
year,  duly  paid  him  out  of  the  fruits  of  the 
people's  labour.  The  disaffected  may  say, 
that  the  pay  ought  to  have  followed  the 
service,  and  that  Thomas's  pension  should 
not  have  begun,  'till  after  he  had  killed 
Buonaparte  ;  but,  with  their  leave,  this  is 
not  fair.     Soldiers  are  pot  paid  thus.     What 
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is  to  support  tli'^  loval  man,  while  his  work 
is  going  :ja  ?  Mr.  Dallas  is  an  able  lawyer, 
I  have  iieard  ;  but,  he  did  not,  I  think, 
suffirient'y  dwell  upon  the  uncommon  loy- 
alty of  his  client. The  newspapers  state 

that  Sir  Andrew  S.    HaMmoxd,  Sir  Evan 
NEriiAN,  Mr.  HiJSKissrjN,    the  Right   Ho^ 
nourable   Charles  Long,     the     HonouralU 
Wellesley  Pole,  and  Lord  Moika,  gave 
evidence  to  Davison's  character,  and,  I  dare 
say.    not    without   quite    sufficient    reason. 
Why,  under  the  late  ministry,  Lord   Moira 
made  him  Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance ;  and, 
now  I  think  of  it,  I  was   threatened   with  a 
prosecution    for  a  libel,  because  one  of  my 
correspondents  inveighed  most  bitterly  against 
the  project,  then  much  talked  of,  of  making 
him  a    baronet.     "  Sir   Alexander  Davison 
"  and   the  heirs  male  of  his  body  lawfully 
"  and  loyally  begotten  !"     I   am  in  tribula- 
tion for   his   corps  of   Volunteers.      They 
will  now  be  just   like  sheep  that  have  lost 
their   shepherd.     Aye,  the  disaffected   may 
sneer  J   but,  St.  James's  Square  may  yet  rue 
the  day    when    loyalty    thus     suffered     in 
the     person     of  one    of    its   most  famous 
champions. About  the  time,  just  men- 
tioned ;     that   is    to  saj,    the   time   of    the 
baronet  project,  I  remember  some  pompous 
accounts,  that   were    published   of  "  grand 
Dinners,"  given   by   Mr.  Davison,  to   very 
distinguished  personages.     It  would  be  curi- 
ous to  ascertain  the  probable  cost  of  one  of 
those    "    Grand    Dinners,"    the   motive  of 
giving  them  being  too   obvious  to  become  a 
subject  of  inquiry    with   any  one  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  movement  of  the  wheels 
of  the  political  machine.     I   never  hear  of 
one  of  those  festivsls,  without   reflecting  on 
the  distress  and  misery,  which  they   occa- 
sion.    Oh !     how  many    wretched   families 
have  spent  their  winter  evenings  supper-less 
and  fire-less  to  furnish  the  means  of  caronz- 
ing  at  "  Mr.    Alexander    Davison's  hos'iita- 
"   hie  board,"  as  the  paid-for  paragraphs  in 
the   newspapers   termed  it  !     "  Hospitable 
"  board,"   indeed  !   Are  entertainmeius  like 
these  3  entertainments  furni-^hed  from  such 
means  ;     given   from     such     motives  ;     and 
received  upon  such  implied  conditions:    are 
these  worthy  of  the  heart-cheering  name  of 
hospitality  ?  Where  is  tiie  sycophant ;  where 
is  the  loyalty-atlecting  hypocrite;   where  is 
even    the  hired  editor  or    revievver,  wlio  is 
bold   enough    to  stand  forward,  and  justify 
this    abominable  perversion    of  the    use    of 
words  r  —  For    the   last   three   years,     the 
daily    press    has    teemed   with     par;igraphs, 
praising    this    now-convicted    man.      Tha 
topics  of  praise  have  been  of  great  variety; 
but,  all  the  paragraph?  have  had  for  their 


js  the  interest  of  it 
for  ever;  in  iiow  mniiy  families  it 
iintje    \v;tter    into  hcer  ;     in    how 


03:^]  POLITICAL  REGISTER 

evident  object  l!ie  causing  it  to  be  generally 
lelieved,  iliat  ^Ir.  Davison  was  a  most 
libera!  .wd  loi/al  sud  Itnevol'iit  man.  To 
exhibit  allthe  marks  of  liberality,  loyalty, 
ami  benevolence,  having  sueh  means  in  his 
hanJs,  was  very  easy  j  and,  if  the  people, 
in  every  part  of  the  country,  could  see  to 
l!ie  bottom  of  things,  they  would  find,  that 
no  small  pa: t  ot  what  they  term  liberality 
a«l  charily,  is  little  more  than  a  trifling 
per-centjge  of  what  is  derived  from  their 
labour  and  privations.  Even  the  praises, 
the  nauseous  printed  flatteries  of  this  man 
D.ivison,  have,  in  fact,  been  paid  for  by 
the  people  ;  by  the  very  people,  whom  they 

were  written  and  published  to  deceive. 

Take  this  inan's  wealth  ;  see  the  amount  of 
it  ;  and  then  consider  how  many  of  those, 
vvlio  now  live  in  niisery,  it  would,  if  added 
to  their  i)rcscnt  means,  mnke  comfortable, 
ilow  many  luulgry  bellies  the  interest  o 
wouUl  fi! 
would   cl 

many  tire- less  hearths  it  would  make  a  chearful 
b'nze  ;  in  how  many  cottages  it  would  eke 
out  the  scanty  day-!igljt  of  winter.  This  is 
the  true  way,  in  which  to  view  the  etTect  of 
t'lese  accumulations  of  the  f>ublic  mean",  in 
t  i;  hands  of  individuals  ;  for,  disguise  the 
t-iing  how  we  may,  it  is  Ifixury,  which  is 
t!ie  great  cause  of  misery.  When  the  few 
destroy,  by  themselves  and  their  idle  retinue, 
a  great  portion  of  the  products  of  the  earth, 
there  must  be  less  than  sufficient  for  the 
ihai)}-.  That  there  must,  and  ought  to  be, 
gradations  in  society  we  all  know.  They 
are  necessary  to  ihevcry  existence  of  society ; 
but,  is  itj  therefore,  necessary  or  right,  that 
one  man  shoidd,  by  the  means  of  taxes 
raised  upon  tiie  labour  of  the  community, 
be  enabled  to  consume  the  fruit  of  the 
ajour  of  thousands,  and  that,  too,  \Aithout 
Jiny  corresponding  services  rendered  to  that 
community  ?  Let  us  suppose,  for  instance, 
that  Davison  has  a  fortune  of  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds  a  year,  which  may  be  about 
the  mark,  rnd  that  this  fortune  has  come 
out  of  the  taxes.  This  twenty  thousand 
pouPids  a  year  io  so  n)uch  taken  from  the 
means  of  enjoyment  in  the  community  at 
large.  View  it  as  taken  from  a  hundred 
gentlemen  ;  each  of  these  have  so  much  the 
JcKS  to  use  himself,  and,  of  course,  so 
much  the  less  wherewitli  to  give  unto  them 
who  need.  1  shall  be  toUl,  perhaps,  that 
liie  power  of  giving  and  the  act  of  giving, 
in  such  cases,  only  change  hands;  but, 
besides  that  such  a  change  is  injurious  to  the 
former  po^sesiors,  the  objects  ot  benevolence 
are  also  changed.  The  superliuitics  of  for- 
tune, instead  of  being  used  for  the  reliel'  of 
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unfortunate  merit,  go  to  support  the  idle 
and    the   vicious  j  and,   of  course,  to  foster 

and    perpetuate   vice. I'he  splendour  of 

the  metropolis,  the  increase  of  houses,  of 
carriages,  of  scenes  of  amusement,  of  ex- 
pences  and  luxuries  of  all  sorts,  in  that 
all -devouring  place,  have  their  rise,  princi- 
pally, in  canses  such  a.<  we  havft  now  been 
contemplating.  The  wealth  of  the  whole 
kingdom;  that  part  of  the  fruit  of  all  its 
labour  and  industry  and  ingenuity  ;  that  part 
of  these,  which  ought  to  go  to  the  providing 
of  assistance  to  the  unfortunate,  and  to  the 
procuring  of  a  small  portion  of  general  con- 
venience and  pleasure  3  all  that  part,  is 
drawn  up  to  the  metropolis,  through  tho 
chaiuiel  of  taxation.  Ona  such  man  as 
D.ivison  takes  away  the  conveniences  and 
the  pleasures  and  the  voluntary  alms  of 
several  parishes.  This  is  tli&  scourge,  under 
which  we  smart,  and  under  which  we  shall 
smart,  till  a  constitutional  reformation  in 
the  Parliament  take  place,  till  those,  whose 
office  it  is  to  take  care  of  the  people's 
money,  be  no  longer  sutVered  to  receive 
from  the  king's  servants  a  part  of  that  same 
money. 1  know  very  well,  that  the  ge- 
neral held,  in  imitation  of  that  of  tlie  forest, 
will  now  stand  aloof  from  Davison  ;  wjU 
now  disclaim  him  and  swear  they  never 
tasted  of  his  dinners.  But,  the  people 
ci;ght  to  be  upon  their  guard  against  th:s ; 
thfi/  ought  to  look  upon  him  as  one  only 
amongst  the  numerous  herd  ;  they  ought 
not  to  join  in  any  cry  against  this  particuhit 
man  ;  they  ought  to  be  fully  aware,  that, 
however  great  and  numerous  the  frauds  that 
he  may  have  committed,  those  frauds,  all 
put  together,  do  not  amount  to  a  fraud  so 
great  and  so  wicked  rs  tiie  single  fraud,  now 
attempted  by  those,  who  would  make  the 
uninformed  part  of  the  people  believe,  that 
he  is  the  only,  or  the  greatest,  peculator; 
l/u-y  ought  to  look  upon  Davison  as  a  sample, 
rather  than  a  singularity,  and  to  bear  in 
mind  the  old  saying  :  "  as  is  the  sample  so 
"  is  the  .sack." 

Majoh  Hogan's  Appeal. In  another 

part  of  this  sheet  will  be  found  a  letter 
from  Major  Hogan's /)w///.f//cr,  from  which 
it  appears,  that  the  Major  himself  is  in 
America,  whither  he  went  some  lime  after 
hi«  pamphlet  was  published,  and  whence  he 
is  e.\pected  to  return,  in  the  space  of  two 
or  three  months.  This  circumstance  of  the 
Major's  being  in  America  does,  indeed, 
alter  the  case.  It  toiallv  does  away  the 
ground  ofthat  reasoning,  whence  J  drew  the 
conclusion,  that  his  relation,  as  far  as  belong- 
ed to  the  Bank  Notes,  was  false.  Before  we 
come  to  such  a  concluiion,  upon  such  ground. 
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we  must  ?ce  the  Major  in  England  again  ;  or 
give  full    tiine  for  his   agent's  receiving  his 

instrnctions     upon     the    subject. Thcvp 

certainly  is  n  good  deal  of  reason,  in  what 
the  Publisher  says,  as  to:in  objection  to  make 
the  numbers  of  the  notes  known  ;  but  still, 
I  think,  it  would  be  safe  enough,  if  tliere 
was  a  proviso  for  proving  the  property  to  be 

thatof  the  claimant, As  to  {Ueprobahilily 

of  a  woman's   doing  what  is  ascribed  to  the 
"  female  in  a  dashing  barouche,"    it  is  hard 
to  say   what   is,    or   what    is  not,  probable 
amongst   such  persons.     But  while  the  im- 
probability has   been   urged,  on  this  side,  it 
has  always  appeared  very  odd  to  me,   th.it  no- 
thing has    been   said  of   the    improbability, 
on    the  otksr  side.     As   to    the  Jact  of  the 
strumpet's    going,  to   the    newspaper  office 
and  to  Frank's  Hotel,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
and,  indeed,  no  such  doubt   has  been  start- 
ed.    This  fact    being  admitted,  we  have   to 
inquire,  whether  it  he  proiable,  that  such  a 
woman    teas  emj}loyed  so   to  act   ly    Major 
Jlogan  ;•*      In   the  lirst   placie,    what  moiive 
could  he  have  for  taking    so   much   trouble 
and  running  so  great  a  risk  ?  Not  to  recover 
his  rank  in  the  army,  which  he  had  quitted, 
and   from    re-entering  which   he  might   be 
well   assured,    that  such   a     device   wouid, 
for   ever  prevent   him.      There   appears  to 
have    been     no     jio^sible   motive    of    gain, 
which  could  have  actuated  him.     Revenge, 
then;  sheer   revenge  must   have    been   tiie 
motive,    if  he    really    did  commit  the    act. 
Revenge  is  a  very  powerful  feeling  ;   it   will 
carry   a  man  very    far  ;     some    men   niuch  j 
farther  than   gain   will  carry   them  ;   indig-   ^ 
nation,  rage  at  what  the  j)arty  conceives  to  j 
have    been    gross  ill-tiestmenc   from     irre-   I 
sistible  power,  will,  I  allow,'  be  verv.^pt  to 
set  a  man's    wits   to  work    to   finil  out    ihe 
means     ©f    veng&ance,     and    will    greaaly   \ 
tend  to   make  him    set  rl',ks  cf  all   san.<  at   | 
defiance.     But,  after  ail,  I'  cannot  see,  for  j 
n:iV  lite,  how  the  Mijor  could  hope  to  graii-   j 
fy  his  vengeance  trom  this  scheme.     lean-   j 
not  see,  why  he  should  have  hoped  to  do,    j 
with  this  scheme,  what  might  be  left  undone 
by  the  other  part  of  his  narrative.      Grant- 
ing,   however,    that  revenge    did   set    him   j 
to    work,    it     must  be    allowed,     that    he  ' 
took  lime  to  reflect  about  it  j   it  must  be  al-   } 
lowed,    th^t  there   was    much  of  craft  and 
invention    in     his    conduct.       Well,    then, 
would   such  a  man  readily  con>mit  himself  | 
to   the   ha  ids  of  a  strumpet,  who,  the  very 
day  after  she  had   receii'ed  a   reward  from 
him,  might,  and,  in  all    probability  would, 
betray    hini  for  a .  much   greater    reward?     : 
'Was  the  strumpet   his  own  mistress  ?  Such   ': 
persons  are  not  tamed  fur  their  tidelitj',  es-   [ 
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pecliilly    to   gallant    men,    who   .nro   b.-und 
aooss    the   Athintir;  ocean,     Be-ides,  there 
was  Ihe  "  d;v,liiiig  baroucJic"  fo  hire  ;  there 
were  a  co.irhman  an<l  a  footman  to  engage 
to  secrecy,  a   Sort  of  gentry    who   are    nut 
very  ai)t  to   hold  their  tongti(-5   forafrilk*, 
when    they    become    posscssorj    of    saleable 
knou'ledge.     M.ijor  Hogan  luu^t  have,  been 
nearly  a  stranger   in  London.     Was  it  liot  -.x 
difBcnlt  thing   for  Jiim  to  .set   to   \^'ork  and 
produce  this  equipage    of   barouche,    lady, 
and  servants  ?  Jt  is,   I  am  lold,  very  easy  to 
trace    hundred     pound     banknotes;     but, 
would  it  not  liave  been  much  easier ;   nay,  is 
it  not   much  easier  now,  to  trace    ih?   ba- 
rouche,    lady,    and    servants  ?     'J'he   waiter 
at  the  hotel  took  in  the  letter.      He  s.tvs   he 
took  it   from  such   a  person,  witli    such  an 
equipage  ;   and,  if  he  was   bribed   to   tell  a 
lie,  can  ir  be  believed,   that,  especially  now 
when  the   Major   is  gone  abroad,  he  could 
not  be  induced   to  tell  the  truth  ?   Let  it  b* 
observed,  too,     that,    if   a  sham   lady  and 
servants,  it  was  to   s,uch    people,     that   the 
Major  had  confided  his  four  hundred  pot/ lu/s. 
is   it  probable,    that  he    would   have   dons 
thi<  ?   Is   it   probable,  that  a   man,  capable 
of  such    a    deep-laid    scheme,    would   have 
entrusted    I'our   hundred     pounds    to    Such 
keeping  ?    But,    the   great   thing  of  all  i.s  ; 
the  striking  fact  is,  that  the  lady,   barouche, 
and  servants  have  not  been  found   out,  in  a 
town    where  there  is  such  a  police  as  now 
exists   in  London,     It  is  notorious,  that  the 
most  artfuland  expericiiced  swindlerscannot, 
for   any   length  of  time,  escap-  this  police, 
the   ofiicers  of  which,  when  ance  laid  upon 
Ihe  trail,  however  cold   the  scent,  however 
stale  tije   haunt,  do,  ninety-nine  times  cut 
of  every   hundred,  discover  and  hunt  down 
th.eir  prey,     I'o  me,  tharetbre,   it   is  matter 
of  great  astonishment,  and  so,  I    think,  it 
must  be  to  the  reader,  that  the  lady  and  her 
equipage  have  not  been  yet  discovered;   that 
is   to  say,  upon   the  supposiiion,  tiiat  they 
were  hired   by  M.ijor  Hogan.     Ihere  ap- 
pears- to  have   been,  upon  this  occasion,  as 
strong  motives  for    the  vigijjnce  of  the  po- 
lice, as  ever  existed  upon  any  occasion,    l\o 
of(3  wilt    doubt  of  the  power  of  the  pysriies 
interested  to   set  the  police  at  work.     Tli* 
detection  and  exposure  of  the  impusturd,  if 
it    was  one,    would   have  been    worth  fifty 
millions  of  the  paragraphs  of  hireling    wri- 
ters,   in  newspapers,  pamphlets,  magazines, 
and  reviews.  Yet,   has  the  police  not  stirred, 
tiiat  we  have  heard  of;  yer,  has  there  been 
no  endeavour,  that  1  have  peiceivj-d,  by  a 
public  offer  of  reward  to   "  the  lady  or  ser- 
vants "to  come  forward  and  make  the  dis- 
covery.  This  cannot  tail  to  have  great  weight 
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favour  of  the  truth   of 
Major  Hogan's  statement.  There  cannot  have 
been   less,  supposing  the  thing  to  have  been 
an  imposture,  than  six  or  eight   persons   in 
some  measure  acquainted   with   it.     Major 
Hogan  must  have    hired  the    barouche  and 
horses ;    for   what   person  would  have   let 
them  to  a  woman,  who  could  have  been  en- 
gaged in  such  a  service  ?     The  two  servants 
must  recollect  the  expedition.     The  heroine 
herself  together  with  her  companions,  or  ser- 
vants, at  home.  This  affair  has  made  so  much 
noise  ;  it  has  been  so  long  a  matter  of  public 
conversation  ;    that,    one     would    think    it 
almost    impossible,     that    all   these    parties 
should  have    kej)!  the  secret,  until  this  day, 
especially  as  there  were  such  strong  tempta- 
tions to  a  disclosure,  and  no  temptation   at 
all,  in  any  one,  except  the   Major   himself, 
to   prevent  such  disclosure      This  was  my 
reasoning  before  I  started  the  question  about 
the  publication  of  the  numiers  of  the  bank- 
notes ;  but,  as  that  was  pointed  out  to  me  as 
quite  effectual   to  ascertain  from  whom  the 
notes  came  into  the  Major's  hands;  as  I  could 
see  no  rca-.onable  objection,  which  the  Ma- 
jor could  ha\e,  to  such  publication  ;  and,  as 
he  neither  published  the  numbers,  nor  took 
any  notice  of  my  hint,  I  concluded  that  he 
dared  not  try  the  experiment.     But,    if  it  be 
true,  as  1  must    suppose  it  is,  and  as   I  am 
now,  for  the  first   time,  informed,  that   he 
was  gone  abroad  before  my  hint  was   given, 
this  conclusion  of  mine  was,  of  course,  pre- 
mature.  -It   is   very  desirable    that     the 

truth  of  this  mslter  should  be  ascertained 
and  publicly  exposed.  If  the  Major  has 
really  trr.mped  up  the  story  about  the  lady 
and  the  notes ;  if  his  revenge  has  carried  him 
so  very  far,  it  is  proper  that  it  should  be 
knowii  ;  and,  it  appears  to  me,  that  no- 
thing is  more  easy  than  for  the  police  to 
find  out  the  heroine  and  the  attendants.  I 
cannot  refrain  from  again  expressing  my 
surprize,  that,  upon  the  supposition  of  the 
thing  being  an  imposture,  no  one  of  the 
parties  should  have  yet  made  a  voluntary  dis- 
covery. They  must  all  have  heard  of  the 
noise  made  by  their  calling  at  the  hotel  ;  the 
calling  there  must  be  fresh  in  their  memory; 
they  must  all  be  aware  of  the  advantnge  to 
be  derived  from  turning  evidence  ;  the  sea 
is  between  them  and  the  Major  :  amongst 
the  vilest  of  man  and  woman  kind  they 
must  necessarily  be  ;  and  yet,  they  do  not, 
ihfcre  18  HO  one  of  them  that  does,  come 
forward  with  a  discovery.  Supposing, 
therefore,  the  thing  to  be  an  impostuie, 
(licre  must  be,  in  the  composition  of  these 
persons'  ininds,  a  most  uncommon  mixture 
of  baseu^ss  and  of  honourable  feeling. r 


On  the  other  side,  upon  the  supposition, 
that  tiie  Major's  statement  be  correct,  there 
is  little  or  no  chance  of  a  discovery  ;  for,  as 
my  correspondent  observes,  as  to  the  tracing 
of  the  notes,  you  are  liable  to  be  stopped  by 
any  one  of  the  possessors  refusing  to  tell  how 
he  disposed  of  them,  or  any  of  them  ;  be- 
sides whicii,  the  possessors  may  not  be  in 
the  kingdom,  or,,  if  in  it,  not  to  be  found  ; 
to  say  nothing  about  the  circumstance  of 
people's  forgetting,  or  never  looking  at, 
the  numbers  of  the  bank-notes  that  fall  into 
their  hands.  Then,  the  woman,  if  the  story- 
be  true,  having  her  own  carriage  and  ser- 
vants, there  would  be  no  coach-master  to 
trace  her  to  ;  and,  though  the  servants  of 
such  a  person  are  not  likely  to  be  remarkable 
for  their  fidelity,  they  would  be  under  no 
temptation  to  betray  their  mistress,  or  em- 
ployer, there  being  no  chance  of  gaining  by 
their     treachery,    while  there  would   be  a 

pretty  good  chance  of  their  losing  by  it. 

Such  is  the  light,  in  which  I  view  this  mat- 
ter. I  must  confess  that  I  felt  great  plea- 
sure at  hearing  a  sufficient  cause  assigned  for 
the  not  publishing  of  the  numbers  of  the 
notes  ;  because,  1  should  have  been  greatly 
mortified  to  find,  that  a  gentleman  of  such 
excellent  character  as  Major  Hogan  appears 
to  be  ;  that  so  worthy  a  man  and  so  very 
meritorious  an  officer,  should,  though  from 
a  sense  of  ill-treatment,  have  been  induced 
to  go  so  far  as  to  state  and  to  promulgate, 
under  his  own  signature,  a  deliberate  and 
long-intended  falsehood. 

*\^*  The  "  Poor  Watchmaker  of  a 
Rotten  Borough,"  in  his  enumeration  of 
national  calamities  and  disgraces,  has  over- 
looked one,  which  is  greater  than  any  of  the 
rest,  but  which  I  need  not  name,  when  I 
add,  that  it  is  its  existence  which  prevents 
me  from  giving  to  the  world  his  excellent  and 
admirable  letter.  This  is  our  cwrse  ;  this  is 
our  political  pestilence.  Every  word  he  has 
said  ought  to  be  read  by  every  man  in  the 
kingdom.  Let  us  hope,  that  a  time  may 
come,  when  the  public  may  read  this  very- 
letter  ;  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  let  us  not 
fret  ourselves  much  as  to  what  so  engages  the 
hopes  and  fears  of  the  coffee-house  politi- 
cians. Oh  !  how  gladly  would  I  drag  forth 
the  "  rascals,  who  gloss  over  their  treasons 
"  to  their  country  by  high-sounding  decla- 
"  rations  ;  raising  one  hand  high  with 
"  energetic  enthusiasm,  vowing  their  eternal 
"  vengeance  on  the  French  tyrant,  while 
"  the  other  is  actively  rummaging  the  pub- 
'•  lie  pocket  I"  But,  I  will  keep  his  letter 
treasured  up  for  the  use  of  family  and 
friends  ;  and  I  beg  him  to  accept  of  my 
bokt  thanks  for  taking  Ihetiouble  to  coaimt\> 
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nicate  it  to  me. This  "  Watchmakek" 

is  a  man  after  my  own  heart. 

Some  peculator,  who  calls  himself  "  A 
"  Hawpshire  Man,"  has  written  me  a  letter 
upon  the  subject  of  the  last  Winchester 
meeting.  For  the  reasons^  stated  in  the 
beginning  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Poulter,  I 
shall  not  insert  this  letter;  though  I  should, 
I  must  confess,  be  glad  to  see  it  published, 
particularly  in  this  county,  as  a  specimen  of 
the  folly  as  well  as  the  baseness  of  those, 
who  stand  forward  as  the  champions  of  cor- 
ruption and  peculation. 

Botley,  Dec.  15,   1603. 

Major  Hogan's  Appeal, 
Sir, — Respecting  a*  I  do  the  great  talents 
by  which  you  are  distinguished,  and  still 
more  their  bold  and  independent  exercise, 
any  suggestion  from  you  naturally  commands 
my  attention. — I  therefore  feel  myself  urged 
to  submit  a  few  remarks  upon  two  para- 
graphs which  have  lately  appeared  in  your 
Regisler,  upon  the  subject  of  Major  Ho- 
gan's Appeal.  In  the  first  of  these  para- 
graphs, you  require,  upon  the  suggestion  of 
a  friend,  that  Major  Hogan  should  publish 
the  numbers  of  the  notes,  which  your 
friend  alleges  may  in  that  case  be  traced 
withfacility  ;  and  in  your  second  paragraph, 
you  state,  that,  "  if  the  Major  does  this,  the 
"  public  will  believe  the  account  concerning 
"  the  notes  to  be  true  ;  if  he  does  not,  they 
"  will,  with  very  great  reason,  believe  it  to 
"  be  a  most  atrociovs falsehood."  H  this  story 
be  really  false.  Sir,  1  agree  with  you,  as  to  its 
atrocity,  nay,  I  should  consider  even  the 
term  atrocity  as  too  feeble  to  describe  its 
character. — But  if  it  be  true,  Mr.  Cobbett, 
in  what  terms  of  reprobation  would  you 
describe  all  the  hireling  scribblers,  and  scur- 
rilous slanderers,  all  the  newspapers,  pam- 
phlets, magazines,  and  reviews,  which  have, 
for  the  last  two  months,  teemed  with  such 
vulgar  venom  against  the  reputation  of  Ma- 
jor Hogan  ? — This  gallant  otlicer's  Appeal 
had  not  been  long  before  the  world,  when 
several  persons  applied  to  know  the  numbers 
of  the  notes.  But  how  simple  must  those 
who  made  the  application  have  been,  or  how 
simple  must  they  have  conceived  the  person 
to  whom  they  addressed  it,  in  supposing 
that  it  would  or  could  be  safely  complied 
with,  while  the  agent  of  Major  Hogan  stood 
pledged  to  give  up  the  notes  to  any  person 
who  could  state  their  numbers.  For,  if  the 
application  had  been  acceded  to,  what  se- 
curity existed  that  some  callous  swindler 
would  not  avail  himself  of  the  information 
and  immediately  stand  forvv^ard  to  ckim  the 
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notes? — The  motives  that  would  prompt  such 
a  claim  are  obvious; — first,  the  claimant 
would  obtain  the  notes,  and  secondly,  he 
rnight  <secure favour,  by  producing  such  aa 
evidence  of  spontani'ous  zeal.  Such  a  sus- 
picion you  would  certainly  think  excusable, 
were  I  to  name  to  you /oMr,  in  particular,  of 
the  gentry,  by  whom  the  application  has 
been  actually  made. — But  the  application  of 
these  men,  Sir,  materially  differed  from 
that  which  you  have  made  :  they  required  a 
private  communication  ;  you  call  for  the 
publication  of  the  notes,  and  with  your 
proposition  I  am  entirely  disposed  to  con- 
cur.— Indeed  so  fully  in)pressed  have  I 
been  for  some  time,  with  the  propriety  of 
such  a  proceeding,  in  order  to  remove  i:ll 
doubt,  and  to  facilitate  the  detection  of 
guilt,  that  long  before  your  paragraph  ap- 
peared, I  had  written  to  Major  Hogan, 
strojigly  advising  him,  first  to  give  the  notes 
to  some  charitable  institution,  and  then  to 
publish  the  numbers. — But  Major  Hogan 
having  gone  to  America,  some  time  after 
the  publication  of  the  pamphlet,  in  order 
to  make  arrangements  of  property  with  his 
brother,  who  is  one  of  the  first  merchants 
in  the  United  States  ;  the  Major's  agent  must 
wait  for  his  acquiescence,  before  your  pro- 
position can  be  complied  with. — The  Ma- 
jor assured  me,  that  he  would  return  to  Eng- 
land by  February  or  March ;  before  that 
period,  however,  I  have  reason  to  hope  for 
his  answer  to  my  request.—  His  compliance 
will,  I  assure  you,  afford  me  much  satis- 
faction, although  I  do  not  feel  myself  in 
the  slightest  degree  implicated,  in  any  part 
of  the  transaction,  having  received  the 
whole  of  the  statement  from  Major  Hogan, 
and  taking  it  entirely  upon  hisfaith  and  cre^ 
dit,  which  I  have  no  reason  whatever  to 
doubt,  as  I  do  not  find  the  authenticity  of 
any  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  thaf 
publication,  has  ever  been  questioned. — ■ 
Upon  this  affair  of  the  bank  notes,  I  must, 
Mr.  Cobbett,  take  leaveto  say,  that  1  am  by 
no  means  disposed  to  adopt  the  doubts, 
which  seem  to  exist,  as  to  the  probabilily  of 
such  an  event  ;  for  I  can  easily  suppose, 
that  a  woman  of  fashion  and  intrigue  might 
have  quite  sufficient  motives  for  doing 
what  is,  by  Major  Hogan,  stated  to 
have  been  done  by  the  person  in  question. 
— One  of  the  pamphleteers  asks  with 
some  air  of  triumph,  "  what  could  have 
"  taken  awy  person  to  a  newspaper  office, 
"  to  inquire  after  Major  Hogan's  address, 
"  which  could  be  so  easily  known,  by  ap< 
"  plication  at  theHorse  Guards  ?" — But  tb 
Major,  having,  some  weeks  before  resigc 
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his  con  raissiou^  n  )ilrng  about  Lis  address 
wi's  kuowij  at  mcHorjc  Guards. — •Aiiollur 
pamphleteer  ;v-ks,  why  iil)pl>  at  a  newspaper 
(ffio:',  whcnilie  name  of  a  book -.el ler  pp- 
]ieafed  ?  But  the  fact  is,  that  no  boc>k'>trier'b 
name  appt-aivd  to  the  first  advertiseiiK'nt, 
which  was  published  in  Jugiisf. 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  fai  iliiy  of  tn  c'rg  the 
notes,  I  laiher  tliir.ic  )our  friend  has  been 
too  sanguine.  To  satisfy  you  of  thst,  I  need 
only  riifer  to  the  case  of  Lord  Melville, 
where  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, itives'ed  with  powers,  to  send  for 
persons,  papers,  and  records,  found  it  ex- 
Iieinely  clillicult  to  trace  any  of  the  notes, 
and  v\ere  entirely  unable  to  trace  some  — 
Then,  Sir,  if,  with  the'  means  which  that 
committee  possessed,  obstacles  arose,  liow 
can  it  be  so  confidently  staled,  that  it  is  in 
the  po\\cr  of  any  individual,  or  even  of  tiic 
directors  of  tlie  Bank  of  England,  to  trace 
the  notes,  alluded  to  in  ISLijor  Hogan's  Ap- 
peal.— It  must  be  obvious,  that  any  indi- 
vidual mav  refuse  to  answer  the  ap])licalion 
of  the  person  or  persons  endeavouring  to 
trace  such  notes,  and  the  jyiobability  of  a 
refusal  to  answer,  where  the  answer  might 
betray  a  party,  making  an  imprt^per  apidi- 
cation  of  .such  notes,  is  so  strong,  that  1  al- 
ways heard  with  surprise,  have  theconfitlont 
Jangbnce  of  those,  who  talked  so  ninch 
nbout"il>ci  facility  of  tracing  these  notes. — 
Alter  all,  Mr.  Cobbetr,  let  ns  argue  this 
inalter.as  we  may,  it  must  resolve  itself  Into 
a  question  of  foil l\  and  then  yon  are  to 
cc'i.riider.  whether  you  will  attt'ch  credit  to 
the  words  of  Mnior  Ilogan,  recommended 
as  he  is,  to  your  respect,  by  some  of  the 
fiisl  military  characters  in -the  ccnir^'ry,  or 
whellieryou  will  .nTten«i  to  the  mere  doubts, 
surmises,  and  conjectures,  of  sycophants 
M  oliS'ice,  and  antjnvfnous  libellers. — 
Here  Jet  me  conclude,  Sir,  wiih  tlie  r*.  pe- 
tition (;f  your  ovvn  words, -that  "  the  aflair 
"  of  the  Fank  iiotes  has  no  connection  with 
"  Major  Hogan's  case,  which  closes  before 
•'  this  affair  occurs  "--But  t!>e  motives 
which  uige  that  meritorious  officer's  ai-sail 
jints,  to  rivveU'si)  rnorli  ifKjn  this  atfair,  am 
quite  obvioiis.  .I'lit?  ciiVe  of  M'ljor  Ho^in 
is  found  impr-'f.Miable,  because  ibe  grounds 
ot  his  c<jn)p.!iiint  :ire  undeniable,'  and  tht»re- 
tonj,  it  !»  th^jughl  expl-dient,  by  his  fr/^s, 
i<*  t>  A  the  public  attention  as  much  as  possi'-le, 
up^n  tilt  business  of  tlie  Bank  noiesj  b-i- 
cause  ii  affords  sohiti  opportunity  for  cavil- 
ling. 

Twr  Plpmshkk  or  Major 
Hocan's  Arpi;AL. 

Dccemler  6,   ISOy. 
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Major  Cartweight,  ov  the  Affair' 
or  Spain. 
Sir, — The  ProclMmation"  from  Aranjuez, 
bearing  date-  the  2f)tli  of  October,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  "  I'imes  "  of  the  3d  of  this 
instant,  fully  justifies  the  conclusions  drawn 
in  my  let'er,  inserted  in  vour  Register  of 
the  20th  of  October,  touching  the  patriotic 
\iews  of  the  sup-eme  junta -,  tut  if  virtue 
herself  be  too  slow  in  her  movements,  con- 
setjuences  t!;e  most  fatal  mt\\  ensue.  As  the 
salvation  of  Spain  depended  on  the  people 
being  made  politically  free,  and  being  arm- 
ed, these  were  points  on  which  there  ought 
not  to  have  been  a  moment's  hesitation. 
The  very  first  resolution  of  ihesujircme  junta, 
and  while  the  oath  of  fidelity  was  warm  upon 
their  lips,  ought  to  have  btcn,  that  a  nation- 
al cnrtcs,  equally  lepresctiting  the  people, 
and  annually  elected  by  all  who  contribute 
t(j  the  taxes,  should  as  soon  as  possible  be 
a-'semblcd  ;  and  that  all  tlie  able-bodied  of 
rhe  whole  communiiy  should  he  instantly 
trained  for  war,  and  furnished  with  arms  as 
cxpeflitiouslv  as  they  could  he  procured  ;  and 
to  these  objects  the  wdiole  energies  of  the 
jimta  ought,  in  the  first  instance,  to  have 
been  diiccied. 

These  being  the  principh^s  f  have  uniform- 
ly inculcated,  they  cannot,  now  that  disas- 
ters have  been  experienced,  be  called  after- 
thoughts ;  and  I  could  appetd  to  a  Spanish 
i  nobleman,  for  having,  in  a  leiter  dated  so 
I  fir  back  as  the  21st  of  JuiW,  expressetl  an 
I  atixicty  for  seeing  "  the  Eui^iisk  force  with 
!  "  the  best  of  th6  Spanish  in  the  service  of 
i  "  their  country,  i''  the  Pyrenyiees." — What 
1  hue  been  in  both  countries  (he  causes  of  de- 
i  lay,  and  what  may  be  the  fat.al  consequences, 
i  are  ol>jecis  worthy  investigation  ;  because  a 
!  knowledge  of  thern  might  be  highly  instruct- 
I  ive.  No  time,  however,  ought  to  be  lost 
I  in  attetripting  tq  retrieve  past  errors  ;  and, 
ftom  the  heroism  and  cnn?t.incy  of  the  Spa- 
1  nish  character;  much  may  be  hc})ed  for.  If 
!  the  imrid  of  Spain  be  not  subdued,  the  far- 
!  thcr  tlie  enemy  leads  his  columns  into  the 
j  country,  tlic  sooner  perhaps  he  may  be  de- 
i  stroyed.  I  9,oy  perhaps  ;  for,  knowiijg  very 
;  little  of  actual  circumstances,  ]  cannot  judge 
i  what  is  likely  to  be  the  event.  "We  have, 
j  i)0"ever,  .leen  the  confidence  with  which 
Buonaparte  has  undertaken  the  conquest  of 
'  the  Peniiisula,  at  a  time  when  the  whole 
j  j)fop!e  were  appaicntly  hostile,  and  when 
i  (*very  hand  that  had  a  weapon  would  be  rais- 
'  cd  against  him.  If,  utider  such  circum- 
j  stances,  we  should  see  thai  Peninsula  actually 
I  subdued,  the  evetit  must  give  birth  to  two 
refleciionSj  on  which  we  cannot  ponder  with 
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''oo  much  br  too  serious  aMenlioo,  First, 
t^hat  all  the  combiiialions  of  political  and 
military  powtMS,  af.)plicablp.  to  invasion  and 
cjffinsive  war,  have,  in  the  French  govcin- 
iTienl,  attained  ;i  degree  of  perfection  far  ex- 
ceeding even  those  of  Rome,  and  conseqnent- 
\y  whatever  was  before  experienced  among 
mankind  ;  and  that,  for  resir^ting  iheattacks 
of  such  an  invader,  nothing  is  to  be  depend- 
ed oti^  siiort  of  the  best  combinations' of-po- 
litical  and  military  power  which  are  applica- 
hle  to  defenc'ti.  Secondly,  that  tiiat  national 
disease,  of  which  inveterate  despciism  and 
habitual  slavery  are  the  indications,  so  breaks 
down  and  destroys  the  coniititution,.  the  ener- 
gies, and  the  very  means  and  caparlties,  of 
a  state,  thai  the  mere  dissolution  of  its  de-' 
testable  government  is  by  no  means  a  resto- 
ration of  health  and  vigour.  According  to 
circumstances,  its  recovery  must  be  a  work 
of  time  of  greater  or  less  duration  ;  as  ge- 
nius and  virtue  have  more  or  less  the  ascend- 
ant ;  and  as  the  true  spirit  of  liberty  shall  be 
more  or  less  aroused  and  cherished. 

It  was  at  an  early  period  of  the  struggle, 
zind  in  my  first  public  letter  on  Spanish  af- 
fairs, wriUen  on  the  15th,  and  inserted  in 
your  Re;;i3ter  of  July,  the  23d,  that  I  used 
this  language  : — "  If  she  fail  in  the  attempt, 
"  it  can  only  be,  because  she  reformed  and 
"  armed  too   late;   and  if  sxie  f.-vll,  we 

"  know  whose  harness,  FOR:  THE  FINAL 
"    CONFLICT,  MUST  BE   NEXT  BUCKLED  ON." 

After  just  remarking,  in  confirmation  of  my 
second  reflection,  that  eight  months  have  now 
elapsed  since  the  worn-out  government  of 
Spain  was  annihilated  ;  ■  and  four  inonths 
since  the  French  po'.ver  in  the  country  was 
in  effect  broken  by  the  capture  of  Dupont's 
army  J  which  ought  to  have  led  to  an  early 
contest  in  the  very  pusses  of  the  Pyrennees, 
we  in  England  ought  not  to  lose  a  inoment 
in  effecting  those  reforms  in  our  own  govern- 
ment which,  by  equally  restoring  to  health 
and  vigour  both  the  civil  and  miliiarv  brimch- 
es  of  our  constitution,  shall  once  more  give 
us  those  best  combinations  of  politic«l  and 
military  power  which  are  oprJicaltf  to  de- 
Jhice. 

An  attorney-general  may  think  it  aright 
season  for  proposing  a  statute,  abridging  the 
rights  of  liberty  and  adding  to  the  severities 
of  law  J  a  court  of  PCing's  F.en(;h  ntay  think 
it  a  right  season  for  acting  upon  most  ques- 
tionable precedents,  in  coiumiiiing,  for  of- 
fences in  Middlesex,  the  convicted  persons 
to  distant  gaols,  thereby  grievously  and  c;-i- 
l.tmitously  adding  to  the  evils  of  legal  impri- 
sonment, and  causing  to  the  parties  a  heavy 
expence,  allhongh  fne  made  no  part  of  iho 
ssntence  3  ministers  may  think   it   a   seasoii 
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I  for  mocking  the  nation  with  a  spcbies  of  Irr- 
j  btinal  which  has  all  the  qiialities  of  a  packed 
jury,  and  no  one  attribute  of  a  court  of  jus- 
tice or  equity  ;  and  the  great  rival  parties  ia 
the  state  may  still  think  it  a  season,  for  fac- 
tiously  contending  With  each  other  for  pf)uer, 
buroiiijiil  not  all  parties,  and  all  description* 
of  men,  rather  to  consider  how  Ion?.  It  may 
be,  before  we  ourselves  may  have  to  contend 
with  that  invader,  under  whoseprowess  ma- 
ny are  of  opinion  Spain  and  Portugal  must 
si'nk  ? 

Should  •  such  nn  event  take  place.  It 
would  need  not  tlie  spirit  of  prophecy  to 
forelel,  that  nought  but  reforms,  civil 
and  military,  compietelv  resforing  to  us 
iho'vC  best  combinations  which  ^<e  applicalle 
to  defence,  could  save  the  throne,  or  govern- 
rnent  of  our  country.  Bui  v/hen  ih( recom- 
binations are  at  the  same  time  the  very  es- 
sence of  our  constitution,  which,  in  il)e 
strictest  sense,  is  a  constitution  of  liberty 
and  arms,  were  it  tiot  the  first  duty  of 
king,  ministers,  parliament,  and  people,  to 
restore  whatever  is  in  decay,  and  with  one 
heart  and  one  soul  build  up  again  th.e  dilapi- 
dated parts  of  our  constitution,  and  rear 
again  the  fallen  jjsrts  of  our  liberties,  yet, 
as  mere  matter  of  the  most  vulgar  prudence, 
it  should  seem  advisable,  not  to  neglect  these 
things  until  the  Iberian  peninsula  may  In- 
come French,  until  the  marine  of  France  inay 
double  our  own,  and  until  the  armies  of 
France  may  be  in  Ireland  or  in  England. 

But  Mr.' Miles,  in  his  letter  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  p.  73,  tells  us  of  "  a  project  of 
"  suspending  the  constitution,"  which  pro- 
ject he  attributes  to  one  of  whom  he  says, 
"  the  natural  despotism  of  his  temper  is 
"  well  known,  and  it  lias  lost  nothing  of 
"■  its  stern  and  inflexible  ferocity  by  a  resi- 
"  dence  m  .'\sia,  where  it  has  been  most 
"  wofully  felt."  The  reason  which  the 
person  alluded  to  is  said  to  have  given  for 
his  advice,  is  this,  *  that  the  power  of  Buo- 
'  nan.irie  can  only  be  etiectually  resisted  by 
'  ?i  pov.er  a*^  d^'.^^potic  as  his  own.'  But  there 
ar'>  some  objections  to  this  conclusion.  First, 
in  the  most  effective  combinations  of  po- 
litical and  military  power,  for  ofjenca  and 
for  defence,  they  are  radical  differences  of 
principle.  Secoiidly,  neither  of  the  hum- 
bled emperors,  nor  the  king  of  Prussia, 
were  at  all  deficient  in  despotic  power.  And, 
thirdly,  if  despotism,  is  to  be  our  de- 
fence against  despotism,  we  may  as  well 
I  submit  r  t  once  to  that  of  Buonaparte  himsehC 
I  as  that  of  the  adviser,  or  any  other.  Nay, 
j  it  would  bs  more  creditable  as  well  as-more 
beneficial  ;  more  creditable,  because  there  i» 
i  leas  discredit  in  submitting  to  a.mighty  con- 
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queror,  than  to  nny  traitorous  usurper  of 
contemptible  pretensions  ;  and  more  bsne- 
ficial,  as  we  should  not  only  be  spared  the 
havoc  and  bloodshed  of  a  contest,  but,  when 
once  slaves,  should  at  least  be  governed  with 
transcendanl  ability. 

As  I  am  not,  ho'.vever,  likely  ever  to  be- 
come a  convert  to  the  preachers  of  despotism, 
so  I  must  myself  cuntiuuc  a  preacher  of 
Reiokm. 

I  have  remarked,  tliat  in  the  combina- 
tions for  invdsion  and  for  defrnce,  there  is 
a  radical  ditference.  But  this  reqnires  ex- 
planation and  qualification  In  the  present 
state  of  society,  standing,  regular,  and 
highly  disciplined  armies,  are  best  for  in- 
vdijon  and  conquest ;  but  it  is  only  in  des- 
potic states  that  such  armies  can  arrive  at  the 
magnitude  necessary  for  subduing  extensive 
and  potent  states  ;  for  so  long  as  any  nation 
retains  iis  liberty,  its  standing  army  must 
necessarily  be  limited  in  its  numbers  for  the 
security  of  that  liberty.  A  free  nation, 
therefore,  in  these  days  of  civilization,  is, 
happily,  unqualified  for  the  conquest  of 
other  powerful  nations.  In  the  rude  and 
ferocious  ages  prior  to  civilization  it  was 
otherwise  ;  for  then  the  nations  most  free 
were  most  warlike  j  and  countries  were 
not  conquered  by  standing  armies,  disci- 
pline, and  military  science,  but  by  whole 
nations  of  freemen  pouring  into  a  territory 
noore  fruitful  than  their  own,  and  extermi- 
nating or  subduing  nations  less  free,  fierce, 
and  hardy  than  themselves.  My  positions 
therefore  remain  unshaken,  that  in  our 
own  Qga  despotism,  with  its  unlimited  stand- 
ing armies,  are  the  machinery  ioxinvusiun  ; 
while  liberty  and  the  7iuioersul  arms-hcfiring 
of  the  people,  are  tJie  means  of  defence"; 
always  recollecting,  that  the  more  universal 
that  arms-bearing  of  the  people,  the  greater 
may  be  v.  ith  safety  the  regular  army  of  the 
country  in  question. 

Nor,  Sir,  is  reform,  radical  reform,  only 
necessary  to  our  political  liberty,  and  to  the 
preservation  of  our  property  from  taxation 
at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  a  minister,  for 
corrupting  parliamentary  supporters,  and 
for  enlisting  an  immense  army  of  civil 
mercenaries  for  the  support  of  his  power, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  be- 
trayed and  injured  people;  but  it  is  necessary 
for  restoring  discipline  and  vigour  to  every 
department  of  the  state;  that  our  atfairs 
abroad  as  well  as  at  home  may  not  be  con- 
ducted with  imbecility,  and  our  national 
efforts  end  in  di.sappointnient,  and  cover  us 
with  disgrace.  In  "  A  Short  English  Tale," 
written  in  answer  to  Major  Hogan,  it  is 
made  an   ap^hi^ry  for   tlie  corair.aDd«ris  in- 
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chief,  in  not  always  selecting  proper  men 
fur  command,  that  parliamentary  influence 
must  be  yielded  to.  Here,  is  the  [jane  of 
our  affairs!  Here  is  the  canker-worm  prey- 
ing oh  the  vitals  of  the  state  !  This,  Sir, 
is  "  the  accursed  thing"  we  must  "  take 
"  away,"  or  in  the  day  of  trial    "  we  can- 

"  not     stand    before    our     enemies." . 

1  remain,  Sir,  ^c.  —  J.  Cartwright. — 
Enjield,  Dec.  12th,  1808. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
England  and  Fkaxce. — King  of  Eng- 
land's Declaration  against  France.  Dated 
IVestminster,  Dec.  15,  1 803. 
The  overtures  inade  to  his  majesty  by 
the  governments  of  Russia  and  of  France 
have  not  led  to  negociation  :  and  the 
intercourse  to  which  those  overtures  gave 
rise  being  terminated,  his  majesty  thinks  it 
right  thus  promptly  and  publicly  to  make 
known  its  termination. —The  continued  ap- 
pearance of  a  negotiation,  when  peace  has 
been  found  to  be  utterly  unattainable,  could 
be  advantageous  only  to  the  enemy. —It 
might  enable  Fiance  to  sow  distrust  and  jea- 
lousy in  the  councils  of  those  whq  are  com- 
bined to  resist  her  oppressions  :  and  if, 
among  the  nations  which  groan  under  the 
tyranny  of  French  alliance,  or  among  those 
which  maintain  against  Fiance  a  doubtful 
and  precarious  independence,  there  should 
be  any  which  even  now  are  balancing  be- 
tween the  certain  ruin  of  a  prolonged  in- 
activity, and  the  contingent  dangers  of  an 
effort  to  save  themselves  from  that  ruin  j  to 
nations  so  situated  the  delusive  prospect  of 
a  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France 
could  not  fail  to  be  peculiarly  injurious. 
Iheir  preparations  might  be  relaxed  by  the 
vain  hope  of  returning  tranquillity  ;  or  their 
pi.rpose  shaken  by  the  apprehension  of  be- 
ing left  to  contend  alone. — That  such  was, 
in  fact,  the  main  object  of  France  in  the 
proposals  transmitted  to  his  majesty  from 
Erfurtb,  his  majesty  entertained  a  strong 
persuasion. — But  at  a  moment  when  results 
so  awful  from  their  importance,  and  so  tre- 
nieiidous  frohi  their  uncertainty,  might  be 
dei)tnding  upon  the  decision  of  peace  or 
war,  the  king  fell  it  due  to  himself  to  ascer- 
tain, beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  the 
views  and  intentions  of  his  eneinies. — It 
was  difficult  for  his  majesty  to  believe,  that 
the  emperor  of  Russia  had  devoted  himself 
so  blindly  and  fatally  to  the  violence  and 
ambition  of  the  power  with  which  his  im- 
perial majesty  had  unfortunately  become 
allied,  as  to  be  prepared  openly  to  abet 
the  usurpation  of  the  Spanish  monarchy; 
and   to  acknowledge  and  maintain  the  right 
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assumed  by  France,  to  depose  and  imprison 
friendly  sovereigns,  and  forcibly  to  transfer 
to  herself    the    allegiance    of    independent 
nations,     Wiien   therefore  it   was  proposed 
to  his  majesty  to  enter  into   negociation  for 
a  general  peace,  in  concert  with  his  majesty's 
allies,  and  to  treat  either  on  the  basis  of  the 
Uti  Possidetis  (heretofore  the   subject  of  so  i 
much    controversy),  or  on  any  other  basis, 
consistent  with  justice,  honour,  and  equality,  | 
bis  majesty  determined  to  meet  this  seeming 
fairness  and   moderation,   with  fairness  and 
moderation,  on  his  majesty's  part,  real  and 
sincere. — The  king  professed    his   readiness 
to  enter  into  such  negotiation  in  concurrence 
■with   his   allies  ;  and  undertook    forthwith 
to  communicate  to  them  the  proposals  which 
his    majesty    had    received.       But    as    his 
majesty  was  not  connected  with  Spain  by   a 
formal      treaty     of    alliance,     his     majesty 
thought  it  necessary  to  declare,  that  the  en- 
gagements which  he  had  contracted,  in  (he 
face  of  the    world,  with  that   nation,  were 
considered  by  his  majesty  as  no  less  sacred, 
and  no  less   binding  upon  his  majesty,  than 
the  most  solemn  treaties  ;  and     to   express 
liis  majesty's  jiist  confidence  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain,  acting  in    the   name  of  his 
catholic   majesty   Ferdinand    VII,  was    un- 
derstood to  be  a  party  of  the  negotiation. — 
The  reply   returned  by   B'rance  to  this  pro- 
position  of   his    majesty  casts  off  at    once 
the  thin  disguise,  which  had  been  assumed 
for    a    momentary  purpose;    and   displays, 
■u'ith   less  than  ordit)ary    reserve,  the   arro- 
gance   and   injustice    of   that   government. 
The    universal   Spanish  nation    is  described 
by  the  degrading  appellation  of"  the  Spanish 
"  Insurgents ;  "  and  the  demand  for  the  ad- 
mission  of  the    government   of  Spain    as   a 
party  to   any   negotiation,  is  rejected  as  in- 
admisMble   and   insulting. — With  astonish- 
ment as  well  as  with  grief  his  majesty  has 
received   from    the  emperor   of    Russia    a 
leply,  similar  in   effect,    although   less   in- 
decorous in  tone  and  manner.     The  empe- 
ror  of  Russia    also  stigmatizes  as  "  insur- 
"  rection,"    the    glorious    etibrts     of    the 
Spaniitli  people  in  behalf  of  their  legitimate 
sovereign,  and   in  defence  of  the  indepen- 
dence of    their   country;     thus  giving  the 
sanction  of   his  imperial  majesty's   authori- 
ty to  an  usurpation  which  has  no  parallel  in 
the  history  of  the  world. — The  king  would 
readily  have  embraced  an  opportunity  of  ne- 
gotiation, which  might  have  afforded  any  hope 
or    prospect   of    a  peace,  compatible    with 
justice     and     with    honour.     His    majesty 
deeply  laments  an  issue,  by  which  the  suf- 
ferings   of  Europe  aie  aggravated  and   pro- 
longed.    But  neither    the  honour    of    his 
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majesty,  nor  the  generosity  of  the  Britihh 
nation,  would  admit  his  majesty  s  consent- 
ing to  commence  a  negotiation,  by  the 
abandonment  of  a  brave  and  loyal  people, 
who  are  contending  for  the  preservation  of 
all  that  is  dear  to  man  ;  and  whose  exertion* 
in  a  cause  so  unquestionably  just,  his  ma- 
jesty has  solemnly  pledged  himself  to  sus- 
tain. 


Spanish  Revolution. — First  Bulletin  of 
the  French  ylnny  of  Spain,  dated  Fittoria, 
Nov.  9,  1808.  "(Continued  from  p.  928.) 
The  marshal  duke  of  Dantzic  advanced 
against  thern,  and  broke  through  their  centre. 
The  58th  and  32d  regiments  distinguished 
themselves  upon  this  occasion. — Had  these 
eventsoccuried  in  the  plains,  not  a  man  of  the 
enemy  would  have  escaped;  but  the  mountains 
of  St.  Andero  and  Bilboa  are  almost  impassa- 
ble. The  duke  of  Dantzic  pursued  the  foe  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  day  in  the  passes  of  Val- 
maseda. — In  these  various  affairs,  the  enemy 
have  lost,  in  killedand  wounded,  from  3500  to 
4lXX)  men. — The  duke  of  Dantzic  particular- 
ly praises  the  generals  of  division  Laval  and 
Sebastiani,  the  Dutch  general  Chassey,  co- 
lonel Lacoste,  of  the  27th  regiment  of  light 
infantry,  colonel  Baco,  oi  the  63d  regiment 
of  the  line,  and  the  colonels  of  the  regiments 
of  Baden  and  Nassau,  upon  whom  his  ma* 
jesty  has  conferred  rewards, — The  army  is 
abundantly  supplied  with  provisions,  and  the 
weather  is  very  fine. — Our  columns  are 
marching  forward,  and  combining  their 
movements.  It  is  supposed  that  the  head- 
quarters will  move  forward  to-night  from 
Viltoria. 

Second  Bulletin  of  the  French  Army  of  Spain, 
dated  Burgos,  Nov.  12. 
The  duke  of  Dantzic  entered  Valmaseda, 
in  pursuit  of  the  foe. ~- On  the  8tii,  gen-ral 
Sebastiani  discovered  the  rear-guard  of  the 
insurgents  posted  upon  a  high  hill  to  the 
right  of  Valmaseda  :  he  immediately  advanc- 
ed against  thG-m,  defeated  them,  and  took 
about  100  of  them  prisoners — In  the  mean- 
time, the  city  of  Burgos  was  occupied  by 
the  army  of  Estremadura,  consisting  of  three 
divisions.  The  advanced  guard  was  com- 
posed of  Walloons  and  Spanish  guards;  and 
the  students  of  the  universities  of  Salamanca 
and  Leon,  divided  into  .several  battalions, 
and  some  regiments  of  the  line,  with  other 
corps  raised  since  the  insurrection  of  Bada- 
jos,  made  the  whole  of  the  army  amount 
to  little  short  of  20,000  men.  The' command 
ot  ihecavahy  of  the  army  was  given  to  mar- 
shal the  duke  of  Isiria;  and  the  emperor 
confided  the  command  of  the  second  corps 
to  marshal  the  duke  of  Dahnatia. — On  the 
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lOiJi,  at  d.iy-lrcal:,  Uif  1  atcr  nuirsha!  rnarch- 
ed  at  the  heatt  of  the  division  ot"  Mouton,  to 
reconnoitre  ilie  enemy.  On  reaching  Ganio- 
rial,  he  was  roctived  witji  the  discharge  ot 
thirty  pieces- of  artillery..  This  wa?  ihe  sig- 
nal U>r  .  advanci^ijg,  at.  the  pas  dc  charge  ; 
the  int'ciiiiry  of  the  division  of  Mouton  ;:t- 
lacked  them,  supported  by  the  artillery. 
The  VV'allocns  and  Spanisli  grards  were  de- 
feated at  the  first  out^e:.  The  duke  of 
J.>itria,  at  tlie  head  of  his  cavalry,  attacked 
them  in  ihuik,.  The  enemy  were  complete- 
ly routed  ;  3000  of  ihem  being  left  dead  on 
the  IJeid.  Wl  took  twelve  pair  of  colours^ 
Iwentyrtive  piect-.s  of  cannon,  i'.nd  3000  pri- 
soner.s. .  The  remainder  were  compleitly 
dispersed.  Our  troops  entered  the  city  of 
Burgos  intermixed  with  the  enemy,  and  the 
cavalry  puisued  them  in  all  directions. — 
This  army  of  Estremadura,  which  had  come 
from  Madrid  by  forced  marches,  who.se  first 
enierprise  was  the  assassination  of  their  im- 
fprtunate  general  count  Torres,  and  which 
■was  completely  equipped  with  English  arms, 
besitlcs  being  in  the  pay  of  England,  is  no 
longer  in  existence.  The  colonel  of  the 
Ws^iluon  guards,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  the  superior  cfficers,  are  prisoners.  Our 
loss  was  very  inconsiderable,  consisting  only 
of  12  or  15  killed,  and  at  most  50  woun- 
ded ;  only  one  captnin  was  killed  by  a  can- 
non ball. — This  affair,  which  wg  owe  to  the 
ficellent  dispositionsof  the  duke  of  Daln^alia, 
and  the  intrepidity  with  which  the  duke  of 
ls>tiia  led  on  the  cavalry,  does  the  greatest 
honour  to  the  division  of  Mouton  ;  though 
it  is  well  kno\\n  that  this  division  consists  of 
corps  who've  name  alone  has  for  a  long  time 
been  a  title  of  honour. — The  castle  of  Bur- 
gos has  been  occupied,  and  was  found  in 
^ood  condition ;  it  contained  considerable 
quantities  of  flour,  wine,  and  grain.— On 
the  11th  the  emperor  reviewed  the  division 
of  gen.  Bonnet,  and  immediately  detached 
it  luv.aids  the  entrance  of  the  passes  ol' ^St. 
i\n.lero. — The  position  of  the  army,  this 
day,  is  as  loHoas. — The  marshal  duke  of 
Jjcliuna  is  in  close  jnirsuit  of  the  remains  of 
the  arsny  of  (jaliiciii,  who  are  flyitig  in  the 
direction  of  Viliarcayo  and  Pa'y:ni«.r),  towards 
which  poUiLs  the  di.ike  of  Daimatia  is.  also 
marching.  They  can  hav«  no  odier  res()ur.se 
than  that  of  dispersing  in  the  nn(Hin(ains, 
v.iih  the  UiSH  ol  artillery,  baggage,  and 
evevy  thing  ti)at  co.Tstitutes  an  army. 
1'hiid  Bullftm  of  ihr  French-  Army  vj  Spain, 
dntfd  Burgas t  A'bt^.  13. 
T!ie  army  of  <jailicia,  which  fled  from 
Bilboa^  is  puisued  by  the  marshal  duke  of 
Belluno,  in  the  direction  of  K'^pinosi  ;  by 
the  luariihal  duke  otDuxv.rAC,  in  the  dlrc;tiion 


of  Viliarcayo  ;  and  at  Reynosa  is  surrounded 
by  the  marshal  duke  of  Dalmatia.     Impor- 
tant events    must  take  place  in  that  quarter. 
—  General   Milhaut,  with  his  division  of  ca- 
valry, has  entered  Palencia,  and  has  sent  off 
detachments  towards  the  outlets  of  Reynosa, 
in  [iursuit  of  the  park  of  artillery  of  the  ar- 
my of  Gallicia. — The  young  students  of  Sa- 
lamanca, who  tlioughtto  accorrplish  the  con- 
quest of  France,  the  fanatical  peasants,  who 
already  dreamed  of  plundering  Bayonne  and 
Dourdeaux,  and  imagined  themselves  led  on 
by   all  the  saints,  being  misled  by  the  trea?- 
cherous   monks,    are   dispossessed'  of   their 
foolish  fancies.     Their  despair  and  dismay 
are  atiheir  height.     They  deplore  the  mis- 
fortunes of  which  they  are  become  the  prey, 
the  lies  which   they  have  been  made  to  be- 
lieve, and  the  struggle,     without  an   object, 
in   which    they   are    involved. — The   whole 
plain  of  Castille  is  already  overspread  by  our 
cavalry.     The  zeal  and  ardour  of  our  troops 
enable  ihem  to  perform  journies  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen  miles  a  day.     Our  pitpiets  are  on 
the  Duero.     The  whole  coast  of  St.  Andero 
and  Bilboa  completely  swept  of  the  enemy. 
— The  unfortunate  city  of  Burgos,  a  prey  to 
all   the  miseries  of  a  town  taken  by  storm, 
trembles  with  dismay.     Priests,  monks,  in- 
habitants, fled   upon    the  first   nev.s  of  the 
battle  J   terified  lest  the  soldiers  of  the  army 
of  Estremadura   should    attempt   to   defend 
themselves  in  the  houses,  which   resolution 
they  probably   made   known    beforehand  j 
fnsl  plundered  by  these,  and  afterwards  by 
our  soldiers,  who  entered  the  houses,  in  or- 
der to   drive  out  their  enemies,  and  found 
there  no  inhabitants. — Such  men  as  M.  Von 
Steine,  who  from  want  of  troops  of  the  line, 
which  our  eagles  could  not  oppose,  form  to 
themselves   the  exalted  idea   of  raising  the 
people    in   a    mass,  have    become  witnesses 
of  the  misfortunes  which  they  have  brongiit 
upon  tliemselves,  and  of  the  small  obstacles 
which  such  auxiliaries  can  oppose  to  regular 
troops  — At  Burgos  and  in  its  neighbourhood, 
wool  to  the  value  of  thirty  millions  has  been 
found,  which    his  majesty   has  caused  to  be 
sequestrated.     All  of  it   that  belongs   to  the 
monks,  and  to  those  persons  that  have  form- 
ed a  part  of  the  insurrection,  shall  be  declar- 
ed forfeited,  and  shall  be  first   set  apart  for 
the   inflcmnification  of  the  French,  for  the 
losses  vvhich  they  have  sustained  ;  for  in  the 
city  of  Madrid,  Fienchmen,  who  h.id  been 
sertled  there  even  for  forty  years,  have  been 
robbed  of   every  thing,  and  tl:e  Spaniards 
who    were  true  to  their  king  hive  been  de- 
clared emigrant's.     The  property  of  Azanza, 
a  rno-f  vinnous  and   imcliig-nl  minister  j  of 
Masberedo,  a  nioet  expcricncod  bcamau-j  of 
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O'Farril,  the  best  soldier  in  Spain,  lias  been 
exposed  to   public   sale,      Tlie  property   of 
Campo  Alanje,  respectable  for   his  virtues, 
his  rank,  and  his    fortune,  the  proprietor  of 
£)0,000  Merinos,  and  of  three  millions  of  in- 
come, has  been  the  prey  of  these  infuriated 
men. — Another   measure  determined    upon 
hy  the  emperor,  is  the  confiscation  of  all  the 
goods   of   English  manufacture,  and   of  all 
the  colonial  produce  which  has  been  disload- 
ed  in  Spain  since  the  period  of  the  insurrec- 
tion.    The  merchants  of  London   have  thus 
done  very  well  in  sending  their  goods  to  Lis- 
bon, to  Oporto,  and  to  the  Spanish  ports. 
The  more  they  shall  send,  the  greater  will  be 
the  contributions  which   they  will  pay  us. — 
The  city  of  Palencia,  governed  by  a  worthy 
bishop,  has  received  our  troops  with  affection. 
That  city  suffers  none  of  the  miseries  of  war. 
An  honest  bishop,  who,  animated  by  Chris- 
tian charity,  fulfils  the  precepts  of  the  gospel, 
.'I nd  from  whose  lips  nothing  but   honey  dis- 
tills, is  the  greatest  blessing  which  Heaven 
confers  upon  man.     An  intempenite,  odious, 
jmd   infuriated   bishop  who  preaches  up  no- 
thing  but    rebellion,  uproar,  disorder,  and 
war,  is  a  curse  whom  God  in  his  anger  gives' 
to   mankind,  to    mislead  ibem    in   the  very- 
source  of  .morality  itstlf.— There  is  a  great  { 
number  of  monks  confined  in  the  prisons  01' 
Burgos.    T!ie  peasants  throw  stones  at  them. 
— "  Wretches  !  "  said  they  to  them  :    "  It  is  i 
''  you   who  have  plunged  us  into  this  abyss 
"  of  miseries.     Perhaps  we  shall  never  again  I 
"   behold  our   unfortunate  wives,  our  dear  j 
"  ciiildren.     Wretches  I  a  just  God  will  pu-    I 
'■'  nish  you  in  Hell  for  all  the  miseries  which 
"  you  have  caused  to   our  families,  and  our  \ 
*'  native  country."  j 

Fourth  Bulletin  of  the  French  Amij  of  j 
Spain,  dated  Burgos,  Nov.  15. 
Yesterday  his  majesty  reviewed  the  divi- 
sion of  Marchand,  filled  up  the  vacancies  j 
with  the  most  deserving  officers,  and  dis- 
tributed rewards  to  the  soldiers  who  had 
distinguished  themselves.  His  majesty  is 
extremely  well  satisfied  with  those  troops. 
who  have  cheeriully  marched,  without 
halting,  from  the  Banks  of  the  Vistula.- - 
The  duke  of  Klchingen  has  marched  from 
Burgos.  This  morning  his  majesty  reviewed 
his  guards  on  the  plains  of  Burgos.  His 
majesty  afterwards  inspected  the  division  of 
Dessolles,  and  made  appointments  to  all  the 
vacancies  in  that  division.  Important  events 
arc  at  hand;  all  the  tnjops  are  in  motion. 
Nothing  can  be  done  in  war  without  follow- 
ing a  well  concerted  plan  Among  the 
prisoners  there  were  some  who  had  engraved 
on  tiieir  buttons  a  fallen  eagle,  pierced  by 
fwa  arrows,    with   the  inscription — "    To 


the  conqueror  of  Franco."  In  this  ridiculous 
gasconade  the  countrymen  of  Uon  QuLxote 
a)ay  be  recognized. — Worse  Hoops  cannot 
be  found,  whether  employed  on  the  moun- 
tains or  in  the  pl.iins.  Clownibhly  ignorant, 
foolishly  obstinate,  cruel  towards  the  weak, 
mean  and  cowardly  towards  tiie  .sirong. 
Such  is  the  spectacle  they  exhibit  to  us. 
liie  monks  and  the  inquisition  have  be- 
wildered this  nation. — Ten  thousand  liglit 
cavalry  and  dragoons,  with  24  pieces  of 
cannon,  marched  on  the  11th,  to  fail  upon 
the  rear  of  the  English  divi,i(;n,  which  was 
said  to  be  at  Valladolid.  These  brave  troops 
advanced  34  miles  in  two  days,  but  our 
expectations  v.'ere  frustrated.  We  haie 
entered  Palencia  and  Valladolid,  and  have 
pushed  on  six  miles  fiuther — still  none  of 
the  English,  but  prosr.ects  and  assurances 
of  finding  them. — In  the  meantime,  it 
appears  certain,  that  a  division  of  their 
troops  have  been  disembarked  at  Ct^runna, 
and  that  another  division  entered  Badajcs 
in  the  beginning  of  this  month.  The  day 
on  which  we  shall  meet  them,  will  be  a 
festival  for  the  French  army.  May  their 
blood  dye  that  Continent  which  they  have 
desolated  by  their  intrigues,  their  monopoly, 
and  their  horrible  selfishness.  Would  they 
were,  instead  of  20X500,  SO  or  100,C0U 
strong,  then  woulif'  the  English  m^'theis 
learn  vvha\  are  the  njiseries  of  war,  and  the 
English  government  would  no  longer  con- 
tinue to  sport  with  the  blood  and  the  lives 
cf  rile  ].eop!e  of  the  C(  ntineut  !  The  great- 
est falsehoods,  the  basest  means,  are  practised 
by  Eiiglish  mnchiavelism,  to  mislead  the 
nation  ;  but  the  great  body  of  the  people  is 
good ;  Biscay,  JNavsrre,  Old  Ca'^tlle,  and 
even  the  greatest  part  of  Arragon,  are  ani- 
mated by  an  excellent  .spirit.  Ihe  nation  in 
general  views  with  profound  sorrow  the 
abyss  into  which  it  has  been  endeavoured  to 
plunge  it,  and  will  therefore  curse  liie  cause 
of  so  many  evils.. — Florida  Blmca,  who  was 
at  the  head  of  tlio  insurgents,  is  the  same 
who  was  minister  under  Ciiarles  the  Third  : 
he  has-  always  been  the  swdrn  ciicmy  cf 
France,'  and  a  zealous  p2rti;'.an  of  England. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  hii  hi.->t  days  lie  wj  1 
acknowledge  the  errors  of  his  jjol.iical  life. 
He>  is  an' Old.  m;in,  wlio,  to  the  biinde.>-t 
attaciiment  to  England,  joins  the  most  un- 
bounded reHgious  superMiMon.  His  confi- 
dents and  fi  lends  are  fjnatics  and  stupid 
monks. — Tranquility  is'  restored  mi  Burgos 
and  its  en\ii(jns.  'ihe  lirsl  m«:ment  of  fury 
has  been  succeeded  by  conti.lcnce.  Ihe 
peasants  lune  returned  to  theii  vilh'.ges  and  ' 
resunied  tlidr  labours. — His  UK'jesi'y  the 
empeior    is    with    his   guard   at   Bu.'-gos.— 
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General  Milhand  is  marching  with  his  divi- 
sion   upon    Palencia.     GL-nei;il    Lasalle   has 
taken   possession    of  Lerma. — Thus,  in    an 
instant,    have  tlie  armies   of  Gallicia    been 
defeated,  dispersed,  and  partly   annihilated, 
notwithstanding  that  all    the   corps   of  our 
army  have  not  yet  conie  up.     Three- fourths 
of  the  cavalry,  and  almost    one  iialf  of  the 
infantry,  remain  behind. — Ihe  army  of  the 
insurgents  exhibited  the  most  sinoular  con- 
trast.    Jn  the    pockets  of  the  oflicers  who 
ivere  killed  were  found   lists  of  companies, 
having  some  of  them  the  name  of  Company 
of  Brutus,  and  s;pme  of  them  Company  of 
the   People.      There    were    companies    of 
students,  and  others  that  had  the   names  of 
saints.     Such   were  the  military  bands  that 
composed  the  insurgent  army  of  the  peasants. 
Anarchy  and  confusion — these  were    what 
England  sowed  in    Spain.     What  will  she 
reap  from  them  ?     The  hatred  of  this  brave 
people,    when  they  are   once  enlightened, 
and  under  a  good  government ;  for  the  rest, 
the   extravagance  of  the  leaders  of  the  in- 
surgents is  every  where  notorious. —  Among 
the  standards  that  have  fallen  into  our  hands 
are  some   bearing  a   representation    of  the 
lion  of  Spain   tearing    in  pieces  the  impLrial 
eagle.     And  who  are  they  that  have  indul- 
ged  in    such    emblems  ?     The  worst  troops 
that   are   in   Europe.— The  cavalry  of    the 
army  of   Esliemadura    could    aot    even    so 
much   as  face   us.      The  instant  the    lOih 
regiment  of  chasseurs  came  in  sight  of  them, 
they   were   put  to  the  rout,    and   were   no 
longer  to  be  seen — ^The  emperor  reviewed 
the  corps  of  the  duke  of  D.ihnatia  pievious 
to  its   marching  from   Burgos  in   pursuit  of 
the   rear  of    the  army     of    G.dlicia.      His 
majesty  has  made   various    promotions,  dis- 
tributed   rewards,    and    is  extremely    w^ell 
satisfied  with    the   conduct  of  these  troops. 
He  has  expressed  his  satisiaction  to  the  con- 
querors of  Medina,  Rio  Seco,  and  Burgos, 
the   marshal    duke   of  Istria,    and   generals 
Merle  and  Moutoo. 

F'ljtli  BuUelin  of  the  French  ^rmy  of  Spain, 
dated  Burgos,  Nov.  \0. 
The  fate  of  the  army  ot  Estremadura  has 
been  decided  on  the  plains  of  Burgos.  The 
Gallician  army,  b^jaten  in  the  battles  of 
Dnrango,  Guenes,  and  Valmaseda,  has  been 
di<;pcrsrd  in  the  battle  of  E.-jinosa.  This 
army  was  composed  of  the  ancient  Spanish 
troops  which  were  in  P(jrtr,gal  and  Gallicia, 
and  which  (juitlcd  I'oi  to  t(j wards  the  end  of 
Jime,  the  ujilltia  of  Gallicia,  Asturias,  and 
Old  Castile,  of  5000  Spanish  prisoners, 
which  the  English  h.id  cl(;thed  ;md  armed  at 
iheir  expence,  ;'.nd  disembaiked  at  St.  An- 
tlcro,  of  the  volunteers  of  Gallicia,  i^c,  of 


the  regiments  of  artillery,  and  of  the  troops 
whicli  the  traitor  Romana  had  carried  away 
from   the  north.     This  army  had  the  pre- 
sumption to  attempt  cutting  off  our  commu- 
nication   with   Biscay.     For  ten  days  it  was 
driven    from    post  to  post;  at  last,  on  the 
loth  of  November,  it  arrived   at   Espinosa, 
where,  in  order  to  save  it.s  artillery,  maga* 
zines,   &c.  it  formed  in    onler  of  battle,  a^ 
it  believed,  in  a  situation   not   to    be  forced. 
At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  niarshal 
Belhino    arriveil   in   front    of    the    enemy  ; 
'general  Paethod  was  ordered  to  carry  a  small 
battery  occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  traitor 
Romana.     This  position  was  excellent,  and 
defended  by   their  best  troops,  but  general 
Paetiiod,  with    his   corps,    fell    upon    these 
troops,    who    had   abused  our   confidence, 
and  broken  their  oaths,     in  an  instant  they 
were   broken,    and   precipitated   down    the 
pre  ipices.      The   princess's  regiment    was 
destroyed.    The  enemy  made  several  attacks, 
in  all  of  which  they  were  defeated.     During 
the  night  both    armies    remained   in    their 
positions. — Whilst   this   was  taking    place, 
the   duke    of    Dalmatia    marched    towards 
Reynosa,    the  only  retreat  of    the   enemy. 
At  break  of  day  the   enemy  were  attacked, 
both  on  the  right  and  left,  by  the  dukes  of 
Dantzic  and  Belluno,  while  general  Maison 
advanced   av^ainst    his   centre;     the    enemy 
fled,  throwing  away  his   arms   and  colours, 
and  abandoning  his  artillery.     The  duke  of 
Dantzic   took   at    Reynosa     their    artillery, 
magazines,  and    bagg.':ge,    and   made  some 
prisoners.    Thus  the  enemy  have  been  turned 
not   only    in    Revnosa,  but  at  Palencia  ;  00 
pieces  of  cannon    have  been  taken,  20,000 
men  killed  or  prisoners  ;   two  Spanish  gene- 
rals killed.     All   the  succours   in  arms,  &c, 
sent    by   the    English,   have  fallen   into  our 
hands.     Blake   saved   himself  by  taking  to 
the   Asturian    mountains.      Romana,    with 
a   few  thousand   men,  is  marching  towards 
St.    Andero.     Our  loss  is  trifling  in   these 
combats,  not  exceeding  SO  killed,  and  300 
wounded. — We  have   not  lost  any  officer  of 
distinction. 

Sixth  BuUclin  of  thn  French  Army  of  Spain, 
dated  Burgos,  Nov.  IS. 
Of  the  40,000  men  wlio  composed  the 
army  of  Gallicia,  part  has  been  killed  and 
taken,  and  the  rest  is  dis])ersed.  The  re- 
mains arrive  daily  at. our  posts.  The  general 
of  division  Debelle  has  taken  500  prisoners 
in  the  environs  of  Vasconcelles.  — Col,  Tas- 
clieii,  who  commands  the  1st  regiment  of 
chasseur.s,  attacked  the  escort  of  the  Spanish 
Gen.  Acevedo  ;  the  troops  who  composed 
the  escort  having  made  some  resistance, 
lUtey   were  all  put  to  tho  sword. — General 


1)57]  DECEMBER  17,  lS08.—O/7?c-jfl//'flp<?»s, 


[958 


Bonnett,  with  bis  division,  fell  ia  with 
the  head  of  a  column  of  fngilivcs,  con- 
sisting of  2,000  men  ;  they  were  partly 
taken  and  parlly  destroyed. — The  niashal 
duke  of  Istria,  who  commands  flie  cavalry 
of  the  army,  entered  Aranda  on  the 
iGthatnoon:  our  advanced  parties  of  horse 
go  on  the  left  as  far  as  Soria  and  Madrid, 
atfid  on  the  right  to  Leon  and  Kamora. — The 
enemy  evacuated  Aranda  with  the  utmost 
precipitation,  leaving  behind  them  four 
pieces  of  cannon.  A  considerable  magazine 
of  biscuit,  40,000  quintals  of  grain,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  clothing,  were  found  in 
that  town. — At  Reynosa  numerous  English 
effects  were  found,  and  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  provisions  of  every  description. — 
The  inhabitants  of  Montana,  and  of  the 
■whole  plain  of  Castile,  which  extends  to 
Portugal,  and  of  the  province  of  Leon, 
detest  and  curse  the  authors  of  this  war, 
and  earnestly  demand  peace  and  repose : 
20,000  bales  of  wool,  worth  from  15  to  20 
millions,  which  were  seized  in  Burgos, 
have  been  sent  to  Bayonne- 
Seventh  MuUetin  of  the  French  Army  of 
Spain,  dated  Burgos,  Nov.  20. 
By  the  iGih  the  van  of  the  Marshal 
Duke  of  Dalmatia  entered  St.  Andero, 
and  found  there  a  large  quantity  of 
fiour,  ammunition,  and  British  goods. — 
The  bishop  of  St.  Andero,  animated 
r  ther  with  the  spirit  of  the  devil  than 
that  of  the  gospel,  is  always  marching 
with  a  cutlass  by  his  side  ;  he  has  ta- 
ken shelter  on  board  the  English  fri- 
gates. The  cavalry  of  Gen  Lasalle  has  push- 
ed its  advanced  posts  as  far  as  Sorne  Sierra. 
The  regiments  of  Zamora,  and  of  the  Prin- 
cessa,  which  formed  part  of  Romana's  divi- 
sion, are  almost  entirely  annihilated.  Some 
Spanish  officers,  of  the  regiments  of  Zamora 
and  Princessa,  who  were  in  the  north,  and 
who  escaped  frosM  Zamora,  were  made  pri 
fioners.  "  You  took  an  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  king,"  said  some  one  to  them.  They 
acknowledged  they  did.  "  You  have  violated 
your  oath."  "  We  only  acted  in  obedience 
to  our  genei"al."  "  You  formed  a  part  of 
the  French  army,  and  you  recompensed  the 
kindest  treatment  by  the  most  infamous 
treachery."  They  again  replied  :  "  Tliat 
they  were  under  the  orders  of  their  General, 
and  that  they  had  only  obeyed  him."  "  You 
might  have  been  disarmed,"  it  was  observed, 
"  and  perhaps  that  measure  ought  to  have 
been  adopted.  But  reliance  was  placed  on 
your  oaths.  It  is  more  to  the  glory  of  the 
emperor  to  have  to  tight  you,  than  to  have 
been  induced  to  a  step  which  might  have 
been  ceosured  for  too  much  mjstrust.     You 


are  no  longer  protected  by  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, which  you  have  violated.  You  ougiit 
to  be  ]Mit  to  the  sword.  I'he  ennpcror  con- 
descends to  p«rdon  you  a  second  time."  For 
the  rest,  the  regiments  of  Zamora  and 
Princessa  have  suffered  most  severely.  Very 
few  of  them  were  left  with  their  colours. 
Eii^hlh  Bullelin  of  the  French  Army  of  Spain, 
dated  Burgos,   Nov.  22. 

The  Duke  of  Dalmatia  is  following  his 
successes  with  the  utmost  activity.  A  con- 
voy of  artillery,  ammunition,  and  English 
muskets  was  taken  in  the  port  of  Cunillar, 
the  very  moment  the  sliips  were  on  the 
point  of  getting  under  weigh. — Gen.  Surrat, 
at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  continueii  vigo- 
rously to  pursue  the  enemy.  He  has  passed 
Montuna,  and  entered  Asturia.  The  light 
companies  of  the  30th  regiment  have  seized, 
in  the  port  of  Santillana,  an  English  cf)n- 
voy,  laden  with  sugar,  coffee,  cotton,  and 
other  colonial  commodities.  The  numb'.'r  of 
English  vessels,  richly  laden,  which  have 
been  taken  on  this  coast,  amounts,  already, 
to  twenty-five.  The  ^th  corps  of  the  army 
of  Spain,  commanded  by  Gen.  Gouvion  St. 
Cyr,  has  also  begun  preparations.  On  the 
6th  of  November,  the  place  of  Rosas  was 
invested  by  Generals  Reille  and  Peno,  and 
the  heights  of  St.  Pedro  were  carried  by  the 
Italians.  A  large  number  of  Miquelets  and 
English  occupied  the  port  of  Silva  ;  they 
were  attacked  by  General  Fontana,  at  the 
head  of  three  battalions  of  light  infantry, 
and  dashed  into  the  sea,  with  the  loss  of 
ten  24  pounders,  four  of  which  were  En- 
glish, which  thej  had  not  time  to  embark. 
On  the  8th,  the  garrison  of  Rosas  made  a 
sortie  in  three  columns,  protected  by  the 
guns  of  the  English  ships.  Genera!  ^lare- 
cheili  killed  600  of  them,  and  repulsed  the 
rest.  It  is  supposed,  that  the  hea^'-quaiteia 
will  be  removed  from  Burgos  in  the  course 
of  the  night. 

Ninth  Bulletin  of  the  French  Army  of  Spain, 
dated  Aranda,  Nov.  25. 

The  military  system  seems  to  have  been 
as  follows  : — On  the  left  was  the  army  of 
Gallicia,  one  moiety  of  which  was  com- 
posed of  troops  of  the  line,  and  of  all  t:  e 
resources  of  Gallicia,  Asturia,  and  Leon. 
In  the  centre  was  the  army  of  Estremadura, 
which  the  English  corps  had  promised  to 
support,  and  which  was  composed  of  all  the 
resources  of  Estremadura,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces. — The  army  of  Andalusia, 
Valentia,  New  Castile,  and  Arragon.  stated 
to  amount  to  80,000  inen,  occupied,  on  the 
20th  November,  Calahoria,  Tudela,  and  the 
borders  of  Arragon.  This  army  supported 
the  right  of  the  enemy,  and  was  composed 
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of  the  troops  who  formed  the  camp  of  St. 
Roch,  and  of  the  whole  force  of  Andalu- 
sia, Valentia,  Carlhngtna,  and  Madrid.  It  is 
against  this  army  the  Frencli  troops  are  now 
manoeuvring:  the  rest  having  bi-en  dispers- 
ed and  destroyed  in  Ihebatllesof  l'>pinosnand 
Burgos. — The  head-quarters  wcr^  removed 
«n  the 22d  from  Burgos  to  Lcrain,  and  on 
the  23d  from  Lei  ma  to  Arnnda.— The  Duke 
of  Elchingen  mnrched  on  the  22d  to  Soria  ; 
the  town  was  disarmed,  and  a  committee  (ff 
•well-di.-posed  persons  r'p])ointcd  for  the  ad- 
niinistraiionof  ihe  province.  The  duke  is  now 
in  Medina  Cell,  and  his  light  troops  scour 
the  road  from  Sar.igossa  to  Madrid. — On  the 
22d  the  Dukes  ot  Monlcbello  and  Corne- 
gliano  formed  a  jnnrtion  near  tiic  bridge  of 
Lodosa— On  the  2-lth  the  Di.ke  of  Bcl- 
luno  removed  his  head  quarters  to  Vente 
Gornez.  Ainiost  all  the  roads  of  conimn- 
jiication  between  Madrid  and  the  northern 
])iovince.s  are  intercepted  by  our  troops, 
•who.se  light  parlies  have  picked  up  a  great 
num.ber  of  couriers  and  mails. — The  utmo.>-t 
confusion  seems  to  prevail  in  Madrid,  and 
the  whole  nation  anxiousi)-  desires  the  resto- 
ration of  that  tranquillity  and  peace,  of 
which  Spain  has  been  deprived  by  the 
puerile  arrogance  and  criniinal  cunning  of  a 
iew  intriguers. — It  api)cars  ditlicult  for  any 
army  which  forms  the  right  of  the  enemy, 
and  is  now  on  the  banks  of  the  Ebro,  to 
fall  back  on  Madrid,  and  the  south  of 
Spain. — The  events  which  are  now  prepa- 
ring will  probably  decide  the  fate  or  this 
other  moiety  of  the  Spanish  army. — For 
these  three  days  we  have  had  damp  and 
hazy  weather.  Tliis  season  is  more  hurtful 
to  the  natives  of  the  country  than  to  men 
accustomed  to  the  climate  of  the  north. — 
Gen.  Goueson  St.  Cyr  continues  vigcrou.-;!y 
to  push  on  the  siege  of  Rosas. 
Tenth  Bulletin  of  the  French  Army  of  Spain, 
dated  j-lranda  dc  Duero,  Nov.  26. 
It  appears  that  the  Spanish  forces  amount 
to  160  GOO  effective  men.— 80,000  effective 
men,  making  6o, 000  men  under  arms,  who 
composed  the  armies  of  Galiictn  and  Estre- 
madura,  and  were  conmianded  by  Blake,  La 
Romans,  and  Galnzzo,  liave  been  di.^perstd 
and  put  hnrs  dc  ccnnlat  — The  army  of  An- 
dalusia, Valencia,  Nev/  Castile,  and  Aira- 
gon,  commanded  by  Castanos,  IVnas,  and 
I'alafo.K,  and  which  likewise  appeared  to 
amount  to  80,0(JO  men,  that  is,  to  6O.00O 
under  arms,  wdl,  in  a  few  day-,  meet  its 
late.  The  marshal  duke  of  Montebelio  has 
received   orders  to  attack  it,  in  front,  with 


30,000  men,  whilelhe  dukes  of  Elchingen 
and  Hc'lluno  arc  already  posted  on  its  rear. — 
The  ren'aining  00,000  effective  men  may 
amount  to  ^O.OOO  under  arms,  30,000  of 
whom  are  in  Catalonia,  and  10,000  at  Mad- 
rid, at  Valencia,  and  in  other  garrison  towns, 
or  in  motion — Before  he  proceeded  a  step 
beyond  the  Duero,  the  emperor  resolved  to 
aiwiil!ihite  the  armies  of  the  centre  and  left, 
and  to  inflict  a  similar  fate  on  that  of  general 
Ca^tanos  on  the  right. — This  plan  once  exe- 
cuted, the  march  to  Madrid  will  be  but  a 
promenade.  1'hisgrand  design  must,  befcte 
the  pre-eiit  moment,  have  been  accomplish- 
ed. With  respect  to  the  corps  of  Catalonia, 
which  is  composed,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the 
troops  of  Valencia,  Murcia,  and  Grenada, 
these  provinces  being  threatened,  will  with- 
draw their  troops,  that  is,  if  the  state  of  the 
communications  \v\\\  permit.  At  any  rate, 
the  /th  corps,  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
siege  of  Rosas,  will  give  a  good  account  of 
them. — At  Barcelona,  general  Duhcsine, 
with  15, OCX)  men,  and  supplies  for  six 
months,  answers  for  -that  important  place. — 
We  have  said  nothing  of  the  English  forces. 
It  .seems  that  one  division  is  in  Gallicia,  and 
that  another  made  its  appearance  at  Badajq^, 
about  the  end  of  last  month  If  the 
English  have  anycavalry,  we  must  have  per- 
ceived it  :  for  our  light  troops  have  almost 
reached  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  I,f  they 
ha\'c  infantry,  they  probably  havv^  no  inten» 
tion  to  employ  it  in  behalf  of  their  allies; 
for  it  IS  now  thirty  days  since  the  campaign 
was  opened  j  three  large  armies  have  "been 
destroyed  J  an  immense  quantity  of  artillery 
is  taken  J  the  provinces  of  Castile,  La  Moii- 
tano,  Arragon,  Soria,  &rc.  are  conquered  ; 
in  a  word,  the  fate  of  Spain  and  Portugal  is 
decided,  and  nothing  is  heard  of  any  move- 
ment of  the  English  trocps — At  the  same 
time,  one-half  of  the  French  army  is  ii«t 
yet  arrived.  Part  of  tlie  4ih  corps  of  the 
army,  the  whole  of  the  5lh  and  8th  corps, 
six  regiments  of  light  cavalry,  many  com- 
panies o(  artillery  and  .sappers,  and  a  great 
number  of  men  belonging  to  the  regiments 
which  are  in  Spain,  have  not  yet  passed  the 
Bida-soa.  —  In  truth,  and  without  doing  in- 
iustice  to  the  bravery  of  our  soldiers,  il  may 
be  asserted  that  there  cannot  be  worse  troops 
t.'ian  the  S))anis!j.  Likethe  Arabs,  they  can 
link  behind  houses,  but  they  have  no  disci- 
pline, no  knowledge  of  mana-uvres,  and  it 
is  iuipossibJe  tor  them  to  ii.ake  any  resistance 
in  a  field  of  l^atile. 

(To  ce  ton  tinned. ) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
Court  of  iNauiRY. Since  the  arri- 
val, and  appearance,  of  Sir  Harry  Burrard, 
the  objects  of  Inquiry  have  taken  a  new- 
shape.  This  general  is  accused  of  having 
prerented  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  from  pur- 
suing his  victory  on  the  21st  of  August  5 
that  is  to  say,  at  the  close  of  those  proceed- 
ings, which  consiituted  what  has  been  cal- 
led the  Victory  of  rimiera.  It  clearly  ap- 
pears, that  Sir  Harry  Burrard  was  opposed 
to  the  advance  of  our  troops,  which  advance 
led  to  the  battle  of  that  day  ;  and,  after  the 
battle  was  put  an  end  to  by  the  retreat  of 
the  French,  he,  having  then  landed,  and 
being  upon  the  spot,  was  likewise  opposed 
to  a  pursuit  of  the  enemy. It  is  impossi- 
ble for  the  public  to  be  able  to  determine, 
whether  this  decision  was  right  or  wrong, 
unless  they  cuuid  come  at  an  authentic 
statement  of  the  force  of  the  French.  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  now  says  agaiii,  that  the 
whole  of  the  effective  force  of  the  French 
was  that  day  engaged,  if  so,  and,  if  the 
roads  and  distances  were  as  they  are  descri- 
bed in  the  published  evidence  ;  then  it  cer- 
tainly does  appear,  that  the  enemy  mighi, 
by  a^pursuit  of  them,  have  been  completely 
defeated  ;  and,  of  course,  that  Sir  Harry 
Burrard  was  the  sole  cause  of  preventing 
that  defeat.  We  must  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  roads  and  distances  have  been  ac- 
curately described  ;  but,  as  to  i\\Q  force  of  the 
enemy,  if  that  force  did  really  consist  of 
27  or  even  "f  25  thousand  men,  as  the  Con- 
vention-makers would  fain  have  us  believe  j 
then  the  decision  of  Sir  Harry  Burrard  was 
certainly  wise ;  for,  in  that  case,  is  it  at  all 
probable,  that  our  army  would  not  have 
been  linally  defeated,  if  not  captured  in 
great  part  or  in  whole,  especially  as  it  is  ac- 
knowledged, on  all  hands,  that  the  French 
were  greatly  superior  to  us  in  cavalry,  and 
that  we  could  not  get  on  our  artillery  ?  Be- 
sides, it  now  clearly  appears,  that,  though 
there  was  some  confusion  in  the  French  army, 
that  confusion  was  by  no  means  general. 
The  retiring  corps  formed  in  good  order,  not 
only  in  sight  of  our  army,  but  within  the 
reach  of  our  arlilleiy.    Nowr^  if  the  French 
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army,  which  we  fought  with  17  thousand 
men,  consisted  of  14  thousand,  and  if  the 
French  had,  as  they  had  according  to  the 
Convention-makers'  account,  13  thousand 
more,  besides  the  Russians,  in  their  rear, 
would  it  not  have  been  madness  to  have  at- 
tempted a  pursuit  of  the  14  thousand,  who 
were  retiring  upon  their  reserves  and  their 
forts  ?  The  enemy  was  not  routed ;  he 
was  in  very  little  confusion  3  we  took 
some  prisoners,  but  no  standards  that  I 
have  yet  heard  ef;  and,  from  the  account 
given  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  it  does 
not  seem  that  much  of  a  victory  was,  upon 
the  whole,  obtained,  though  there  evidently 
was  a   good  deal   of  bravery  displayed,    on 

the  part  of  our  troops. Thus,    as  to  tha 

eonduct  of  Sir  Harry  Burraid,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  the  whole  of  the  case  turns  upon 
the  question,  of  what  was  the  real  strength 
of  the  French  army,  or  the  strength  of 
which  our  people  had  inforp^  ttion  ?  Upon 
this  question  will  also  uepc-ud,  whether  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  was  ri-iit,  or  wrong,  in 
advancing  upon  the  21bt  of  August  ;  for, 
if  he  was  aware,  that  the  French  had  an 
army  of  27  or  25  thociand  raen,  it  was 
evidently  faulty,  and  even  criminal  in  him, 
not  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  Sir  John 
Moore's  division,  which  ('ivision  was,  at  that 
time,  actually  landed  in  Poi<.Li:>;nl,  and  which 
could  have  been  brought  to  the  scene  of 
action  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  Nay, 
upon  the  supposition,  ti-:Uthe  14  thousand  in 
"  Kendal  Green  "  v/sre  ihe  whole  of  the 
French  army,  and  that  tie  13,000  rogues 
"  in  Buckram"  havt  only '  be  n  brought  in 
for  the  purpose  of  jiihiifying  the  Conven- 
tion; even,  upon  tM-Eipposition,  it  does  not 
appear  to  me,  tha'  Sir  Harry  Burrard  was  to 
blame  for  wishing' to  bring  up  the  division  of 
Sir  John  Mc'.:v.  )  rvrvious  to  an  advance 
against  "  the  Dal:e  -u  A  )vantes  in  person  ;" 
because,  as  the  Frjhch  could,  at  any  time,  re- 
treat towards  1  heir  for'  ;  ,  as  there  was  no  com- 
pelling them  to  keep  the  tield  against  1"  any- 
more than  against  25  thousand  of  our  troops, 
it  does  not  seem  to  me,  that  any  thirg  could 
have  been  lost  by  the  delay  of  a  few  days, 
while  it  is  quit*  clear,  that  much  mi^hl  have 

2  H 
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b'-cn  gnineil,  because  no  one  can  fail  to  per- 
ceive, that  a  retreat  before  25  lliousand  men 
njLlst  have  been  more  difficult,  than  a  re- 
freat  before  17  thousand.  15ut,  though 
such  a  determination,  on  tlie  part  ol' 
Sir  H.irry  Eurrard,  might  have  been 
vise  previous  to  the  battle  of  the  21st 
of  August,  it  does  not  follow,  that,  iuf)- 
posing  the  French  force  lo  have  been  thus  in- 
Jerinr  to  ours,  his  decision  was  wise  after 
that  baulej  because  then  all  the  advantages 
to  be  hoped  for  from  greatly  .superior  num- 
bers were  given  up. So  much   for  the 

reasoning  upon  supposition.     But,  I  think. 


there  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  public  mind, 
that,  at  the  utmost,  the  French  force  did 
not  exceed  14  or  15  thousand  men;  and 
tiiat  of  this  fact  our  officers  were  well  as- 
sured. How  does  this  tell,  then,  for  the 
Convt-ntion  ?  "What  becoiDes  of  all  th*-  pal- 
try excuses  for  sutiering  tne  French  to  goofl" 
with  their  plunder,  and  with  all  the  ho:iouis 
ot  vvar^  and  to  be  carried  home,  and  set 
down  (ready  to  march  against  the  Spaniards) 
at  our  cxpence  r The  cause  of  this  dis- 
graceful event  appears  to  me  to  be  the  de- 
sign of  Welle.ley  to  have  to  himself  all  the 
honour  that  was  to  be  achieved,  and  the  de- 
sire of  Sir  Harry  Burrard  to  thwart  him 
in  that  design.  Wellesley  hastened  lo  thr; 
combat  before  Sir  Harry  landed,  and 
against  Sir  Harry's  expressed  opinion,  who 
wanted  the  former  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of 
Sir  John  Moore.  On  the  22d.  Wellesley 
vas  no  longer  com:nander-in-chief.  Any 
Iiononr  gained  by  capturing  the  French  must 
have  been  claimed  and  enjoyed  by  another  ; 
"VVellesley's  name  would  have  apppeared 
neither  at  the  head  nor  the  tail  of  the  oiii- 
cial  papers  relating  to  the  event  ;  and, 
which  was  of  still  more  importance,  in  this 
view  of  the  matter,  his  "  Victory  of  Vi- 
"  miera "  would  have  sunk  into  compa- 
rative insignificance.  If  not  to  a  cause  of 
this  sort ;  to  a  jealousy  somewhere  or 
other  5  to  what  can  we  ascril)e  a  Conven- 
tion, such  as  that  of  Cintra,  made  with  an 
enemy,  who*;  whole  force,  commanded 
by  "  the  Duke  of  Abrantes  in  person," 
had  been  obliged  lo  retreat,  at  least,  before 
one  h.-ilf  o.f  tlie  army  which  we  had  ready 
to  act  on  the  day  wh«n  that  Convention  was 
signed  }  "  Oh,"  say  they,  "  but,  after 
ihc  2lst  (he  npportujiity  21'as  lost."  What 
opportunity?  /A7/^f;  opportunity,  my  good 
Nabobiies  ?  Why,  the  opportunity  of 
"  annihilating  the  whole  of  the  French 
army."  Tiiis  is  what  you  said  at  first ; 
but,  you  had  not  then  tiiought  of  the  13 
thousand  men  in  Buckram.  At  the  utmost, 
it  was  oiily  the  urm/  iu  Kendal  Green  tlwt 
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could  have  been  annihilated  by  continuing 
thepursuitof  the21st  of  August.  Besides, 
does  it  not  appear  from  the  evidencs,  that, 
at  most,  supposing  the  pursuit  to  have  been 
attended  with  all  the  success,  which  its 
ruost  strenuous  advocates  contend  for,  there 
was  only  a  part  of  the  French  army, 
amounting  to  about  4  or  5  thousand  men, 
that  there  was  the, smallest  chance  of  in- 
tercepting on  their  rctr^-at  towards  their 
"  strong  holds  ?"  What  becomes,  then, 
of  the  pretence,  that,  nfter  the  21st  of 
August,  "  the  oppnitunity  was  lost  ?"  The 
object  of  this  pretence  is  evident  enough. 
Sir  Hew,  it  is  clear,  is  no  more  than  a 
participator  with  Sir  Arthur,  whom  he  was 
to  consult,  whom  We  did  consult,  and  with 
whose  concurrence  he  acted.  It  is,  there- 
fore, necessary  to  make  it  out,  that  the  fault 
lay  elsewhere  ;  and  the  only  way  that  can  b« 
fomid  out  of  doing  this,  and  of  combining 
all  the  purposes  together,  is  to  throw  the 
blame  upon  him  who  prsvented  a  pursuit 
on  the.  21st  ;  but,  unfortunately  for  this 
scheme,  it  must  be  shown,  by  those  who 
hare  invented  it,  that  the  army  in  the  forts 
was  the  same,  or  very  nearly  the  saiTie 
army,  that  retreated  before  our  troops  the 
day  before  ;  and  this  does  not  suit  any  of 
the  persons  concerned  in  making  the  Con- 
vention ;  of  course,  it  does  not  suit  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley,  who  is  in  this  dilemma  : 
either  the  French  had  27  or  25  thoi:.sand 
men,  or  they  had  14  or  15  thousand.  If 
the  former,  Sir  Harry  Burrard  was  right  in 
wishing  to  watt  for  Sir  John  Moore,  and 
also  in  preventing  a  continuation  of  th« 
pursuit  on  the  21st  of  August  :  if  the  lat- 
ter, then  the  Convention,  in  making  which 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had  his  full  share,  is 
deprived  of  one  of  the  principal  facts, 
which  have  been  stated    in  its  justification. 

'This   clutter  about  the  "  fatal  effects 

"  of  preventing  the  gallant  Sir  Arthur 
"  from  pushing  forward  on  the  21st"  is  a 
ruse  de  guerre,  against  which  the  people 
should  be  upon  their  guard.  Granted  that 
he  would  have  pushed  on  ;  granted  that 
he  would  have  succeeded  ;  granted  that  he 
would  have  cut  off  and  captured  the  4 
or  5  thousand  men,  whom  he  and  hi.i 
friends  ■:,,v,'  lie  coultl  have  captured.  What 
then  ?  What  would  that  have  done  towards 
ilriving  out  of  the  forts,  the  27  or  25  thou- 
sand men,  which  thev  are  now  said  to  have 
contained?  Kvidv^nlly  nothing.  Junot  would 
have  been  able  to  march  out,  the  very  next 
day,  with  a  force  greatly  superior  to  ours, 
and  consisting  chiefly  of  fresh  troops. 
And,  if  we  takeaway  this  force  of  Buckram 
men,  away  goes  Sir  Arthur's  qhief  argu^ 
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ment  in  fiivour  of  the  Convention.  It  is, 
therefore,  the  Conm'ntion  to  which  our  at- 
tention is  sdll  to  be  directed.  We  ought 
not  to  sutfer  our  minds  to  be  led  astray  by 
;uiy  of  these  pretences  of  "  a  lost  opportu- 
luf.ih/."  L,ct  it,  'for  ar2;nment  sake,  be 
granted,  that  Sir  Harry  Burrard  acted  un- 
wisely ;  let  it  be  granted,  that,  if  he  had 
acied  upon  the  suggestion  of  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley,  5  thousand  Frenchmen  would  have 
been  captured  on  the  21st  ;  still,  according 
to  the  latter's  own  first  account,  there  would 
have  been  but  a  force,  one  half,  at  most,  as 
great  as  ours  to  subdue.  The  whole  question 
is,  after  all,  a  mere  question  of  numbers. 
If  the  French  had,  as  we  were  firet  told, 
only  the  14  thousand  men,  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  battle  of  the  21  st,  then  nothing 
in  the  world  can  justify  the  Convention  of 
Cintra;  and,  if  they  had  27,  or  even  25 
thousand  men,  previous  to  that  battle,  the 
getting  them  out  of  Portugal,  except  upon 
the  condition  of  retaining  their  plunder  and 
securing  iiidemnity  to  their  partisans,  was  a 
very  meritorious  and  honourable  service, 
nnd  there  is  no  blame  attaches  to  any  of  the 
generals  ;  though  one  cannot  very  well  ex- 
cuse Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  whose  greediness 
for  fame  would  have  led  him  to  continue 
his  pursuit  of  the  21st,  while  "  the  Duke 
d'Abrantes  "  could  have  come  out  upon  him 

with    13   thousand   fresh   troops. -As    to 

the  settling  of  this  important  question,  no 
proof  has  been  produced,  or  attempted  to  be 
produced,  that  the  French  had  2/  or  25 
thousand  soldiers  that  could  possibly  have 
been  brought  into  the  field  ;   and,   as  I  have 
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"  dictated  to  thirty  I hoirand  Englishmen, 
"  the  terms  of  the  Convention  of  Cintra, 
"  which  terms  caused  a  firing  of  cannon, 
"  and  an  illumination  in  London,  under  iha 
"  direction  of  those  who  administered  ll:« 
"  government." 

Spain. If  the  French  bulletins  and 

accounts  be  true,  Buonaparte  was  at  Ma- 
drid on  the  4lh  instant,  and,  of  course,  his 
brother  has,  before  now,  been  crowned  ia 
that  city.  Madrid  is  not  Spain  ;  and,  upoa 
the  supposition,  that  a  complete  change  of 
the  government  be  intended  by  those  who 
are  at  the  head  of  afi'airs  in  Spain,  the 
country,  I  hope,  will  let  the  invading  de?pot 
see,  that  his  conquest  is  hardly  yet  begun. 
He  will  issue  proclamations,  as  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick  did  ;  but,  with  men  resolved 
to  live  free,  or  die,  hostile  proclamations  are 
nothing.  A  correspondent,  whose  letter  I 
insert  below,  complains  of  my  "  lukewarvi- 
"  ness"  as  to  the  reverses  in  Spain,  and 
says  he  expected  from  me  something  mora 
"  patriotic:'  Now,  I  have  no  recollectioa 
of  what  I  have  said,  or  thought,  upon  this 
subject ;  if  1  have,  upon  any  occasion,  showa 
myself  wanting  in  warmth  towards  the 
cause  of  the  Spanish  people,  whom  1  re- 
garded as  engaged  in  a  most  perilous  conflict 
against  a  despot,  to  whom  their  former  des- 
pot had  trr,nsferr«d  them.  For  their  own 
sakcs  I  heartily  wished  them  success,andalso, 
for  the  sake  oi  other  nations,  who,  in  more 
than  one  way,  might  be  induced  to  jllh-iy 
their  example,  as  far  as  that  example  might 
be  found  to  apply  to- their  several  situations. 
The  resistance  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  ds 


before  asked,  is  it  probable  ;  nay,  isit/jo^ii- 
lle,  that  Jun.)t,  who  knew  that  our  ar.my  was 
daily  receiving  large  reinforetments,  would 
have  met  our  17  thousand  men,  with  only  14 
thousand,  if  he  had  had  2/  or  25  thousand 
men  capable  of  being  brought  into  the  field  ? 
There  is  not,  I  think,  one  man  in  the 
whole  world,  who  is  impudent  enough  to 
say,  that  he  believes  the  atHrmative  of  this 
proposition.  It  cannot  be  believed.  Of  \  Napoleon  ? — 
course,  the  public  must  still  see,  as  the  1  plainins,  that 
world  will  always  see,  that  about  12  or  13 
thousand  Frenchmen,  allowing  for  the  losses 
of  the  battle  of  the  21st  of  August,  ob- 
tained fiom,or  rather  dictated  to,  30  thou- 
sand Englishmen  the  terms  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  Cintra.  Whitewash,  plaister,  dis- 
guise the  matter  howsoever  we  may  ;  con- 
fuse, confound,    bewilder,    as  long  as    we 

.  please ;   to  this  plain  nut-shell  statement,  the 
world,  who  has  no  interest  in  beconaingour 

.dupes,  will  still  return  j  and  this  the  enemy 
does,  and  will  continue  to,   throw  in  ou 
teeth.      "  Thirtean    thousand    Frcnchmeiii 


clared  will  of  their  late  masters,  and  to  the 
tJneats  and  violence  of  their  new  ones,  ex- 
cited in  ray  mind  more  plea^.ure,  as  far  as  I 
know,  than  I  had  ever  felt  at  any  political 
event.  But,  what  had  this  to  do  with  a 
war  for  thai  very  Ferdinanjl,  by  whom  they 
had  been  abandoned,  and  by  whom  they  had 
been,  in  terms  the  most  earnest,  exhorted 
to  submit  to  the  sovereign  sway  of  .loseph 
-My  correspondent,  inccm- 
I  am  "  continuallj  looking 
at  ths  abuses  df  the  old  govern meut/'  asks 
me,  if  r  am  "  not  fi^/^z/n'ty  that  those  abuses 
""  would  be  corrected  ^"  I  answer,  that, 
so  far  from  being  as'Mircd  of  this,  1  .■«?e  no 
reason  to  btlicve  the  fact,  in  the  case  oi  a 
successful  war  in  behalf  of  the  old  govern- 
ment ;  and,  if  I  had  had  no  doubts  upon  the, 
subject  before,  the  proclamation  of  the 
Central  Junta,  for  restraming  what  is  there 
called  "  the  licentiousness  of  liie  press," 
would  have  e>;cited  such  doubts  ;  because, 
for  reasons  which  I  have,  of  late,  am])!/ 
slated,   I  can  see  um  "'/c;jt  niotive  for  resu.na- 
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ing  tlic  press,  nor,  indeed,  niiy  motive  at 
all,  other  tluiii  thai  oi  preventing  the  pro- 
mulgation of  Iruth  ;  and,  of  that  person,  or 
that  government,  that  desires  to  prevent 
SBch  promulgation,  I  want  very  little  else  to 

enable  me   to  judge  ot  the  character. 

"  But,"    says   my   correspondent,   "  if  the 
"  abuses  were  not  to  be  corrected,  is  this  a 
"   time   to   chill  the  bloo  1  oi  patriotism?" 
What     is  patriotism,    Sir  ?    Is    it    Love   of 
counlrtj  ?  It  so,  let  me  ask  yon,  whether  by 
restoring  the  old  government  of  Spain,  with 
ail  its  abuses,  good  would  be  done  to  either 
Spain  or  England  ?   I  think  not ;  and,  really, 
you  must  excuse  me,  if,  in  my  turn,  I  ex- 
press   my  "  surprise   and  indignation  "    to 
hear  an  Englisliman  say  that,  from  which  1 
may  fairly    infer,  thai  he   would  gladly  see 
the    blood  of  hi*  counuvnien    flow,  for  tiie 
preseivaiion,    or  restoration,  of  tl.o  Incjiii- 
sition. 1  am  as  well  aware  a.i  my  corres- 
pondent can  be,  of  the  "  tremendous  power 
"  of  Buonaparte  ;  "  but  I  have  never  seen, 
and    I    do    not  now  see,    the    means    of 
checking     the    progress    of    that     power, 
in   the  old   system    of    Spain,    or  of    any 
other  nation.     I  wished  to  see  a  new  sys- 
tem brought  to  bear  against  him  in  Spain. 
That  wish  has  not  yet  been  gratified  ;  and 
I  am  noL  to  blame  if  I  cannot  see  any  good 
likely  to  arise   from  a   perseverance  in   the 
old  system.      When    the  people   of    Spain 
ikst    took    up  arms,  they    talked  of  "    the 
"  abuses  and  corruptions  of  the   late  infa- 
"  mous  goven"iiiBent3"  and  they  uttered  un- 
reserved imprecations  on  the   "   trailnrs  at 
*'  Bayonne.'"     They  thfn  drove  the  French 
before  them.      They  have  now  changed  their 
language;  and   they   do  not    now,  that   we 
hear,    fi;C(jriently   drive  the    French   before 
them.     1  do  not  say,  however,  that  the  one 
has  proceeded  solely  froiii  the  other ;  for,  I 
always  expected  the  Spaniards  to  be  beaten  at 
Jirst ;  but,  if  I    had  thus  far  seen  the   Spa- 
ni«i"ds  successful,   I  should  still    have   been 
fully  persuaded,   that,  unless    they   made   a 
complete  revolution,  thev  would  have  been 

fii.  ''"  subdued. The  Spanish  cause  was 

goou       it  was  taken  up  by  those,  who  never 
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did,  and  never  will,  approve  ot  any  thing 
which  is  not  bad  at  bottcun.  Who,  but 
liuch  people  as  those,  to  whom  I  allude, 
would,  when  the  Spaniards  discovered 
such  an  exc<?!lent  disposition,  have  set  so 
systemalicallv  at  work,  to  harness  them  in 
th-j  r;nui'  of  royally  r  Who,  when  they  saw 
the  Spanish  kings  go  oil"  without  any  re- 
sistance on  their  own  part,  or  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  would,  by  toasts  or  otherwise, 
],av?  ^iven  that  petjple  lo  understand,  that 
biiey  would  do  well  to  ti^ht  for  a  king,  and 


for  a  king,  too,  who  was  in  the  hands,  com- 
pli'iely    in    the    power,      of     the    despot, 
whose  armies  were  about  to  be  sent  against 
them  ?     Who,     but    such     people,     would 
not  have  considered,  that   there  were,  and 
that   there   must    be,  a   numerous    party  in 
Spain  opposed    to  Ferdinand,  and   that  the 
war,  if  carried  on  for  him,  must  be  carried 
on  by  a  party  or  faction  ?  It  is  the  common 
trick  of  partisans,  to  regard    and  describe 
their  own  party  as    the  whole  community  ; 
but  who,  except  the  people  I  am  now  speak- 
ing of,  would  not  have   known,  that  it  was 
nest  to  impossible,  if  not   quite  impossible, 
that   the   whole    of     the     Spanish     people 
should  approve  of  the   act  by   which  Fer- 
dinand   had  supplanted    his   father,  though 
the    latter    was  a    half-ideot,    and    though 
his    favourites   were  notoriously    the   most 
corrupt      and      rascally      men      in       the 
nation  ?     What   was    there    in    the    con- 
duct    or     character     of    this     Ferdinand, 
that  could  be  expected    to    produce    such   a 
singular   feeiing  in   his  favour  ?     We   have 
often  spoken  of  his  conduct  since  the   aflair 
of  Aranjuez  ;  and,  we  have,  since  the  war 
has  been  carried  on  for  him,  made,  through 
Mr.  Pedro  Cevallos,  the  discovery,  that  this 
famous  king  had  actually  given  his  consejit 
to  marry  "a  Princess  oj  France;"  that  is 
to  say,  one  of  the  female  relations  of  Buo- 
naparte, or  of  his  wife.     And,  this   is    the 
king,  for  whom  we  are  making  war.     This 
is  the  "  beloved   Ferdinand  Vil."     This  is 
the  object,  for   which  the  whole  people   of 
Spain,  eleven  or  twelve  millions  of  people, 
are  to  ri->k   their  pn)peity  and  their   lives. 
Time  was   when     whole     nations    sulfercd 
themselves  to   be    half  butchered  in  such   a 
cause  ;  but,  that  time  is  passed,  and  who  can 
regret  it  ?     Who  but  the  basest  of  mankind 

can  possibly  regret  it? A  correspondent 

has  Litely  reminded  nie,  that,  at  the  oi.tstt 
of  the  insurrection  in  Spain,  I  expressed - 
my  hope,  that  the  people  would  be  left  to 
choose  a  government  for  themselves  ;  and, 
that,  as  theij  luwe  chosen  Ferdinand  VIL,  \- 
should  be  content.  Prove  to  me  that  they 
have.  The  Central  Junta  have,  I  know 
and  lament  ;  but,  without  inquiring  into 
their  motives,  I  know  that  we  have  no  proof, 
that  the  prop/e  have  made  any  such  choice. 
I  always  bear  in  mind  the  toast  at  the  Turtle 
Feast.  That  toast  hadagrcjt  deal  of  mean- 
ing. It  was  said  at  the  time,  and  now  we 
tee  the  veriticaiion  of  the  saying. 

PoRTLOAi,  is,  too,  in  an  "  unsatlsfacto- 
"  ry  state,"  if  we  are  to  believe  that  which 
is  given  as  intelligence  coming  from  that  ur.- 
fonun.-.te  kingdom.  Divided  into  parties 
and  tactions,  th«re  can  be  no  sucli  thing  as 
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union  of  operation  in  any  enterprize,  whether 
©f  offence,  or  of  def"ei;ce.     If  we  had  car- 
ried freedom  to  the  shores  of  Portugril,  why 
should  there  not   have  been,  bv  this  time, 
fifty  thousand   Portuguese,  will  armed  and 
equipped,    and    tolerably   disciplined,  ready 
to  march  against  the  French  in  Spain  ?     In- 
stead of  which  an  English  army  is  necessary 
to  keep  "  the  refractory    Portui^uese  in   or-_ 
der."     The  Nabobs'  Gazeite  tells  us,  that  it 
is  only  the  "  lower  classes  who  are  discon- 
"  tented."  Very  true    Only  those  who  have 
no  share  of  the  good  thin i^s.  Very  true,  I  dare 
say.     I'll  engage   that   the    Alcatles  and  the 
Bishops,  who  eat  the    beef,  and  the  C  ipu- 
ehins  who  sup  the  broth,  are,  as  they  always 
have    been,  for  "  social   order  and   regular 
"  government;"  and,  if  the   fighting    part 
was    performed  by   them,  things   might  go 
pretty  smoothly    on  ;    but,  alas !    this   part 
falls  upon  those  who  have  none  of  the  good 
things  3  and,  in  times  like  the  present,  they 
are  very  apt  to  aspire   to  a   share   of  them  ; 
they  are  very  apt  to  think  it  reasonable,  that 
a  share  of  the  eatables  and  drinkables  should, 
at   last,  come  to  their  mouths.     Yes,  after 
all,  it  is  not  witchcraft,  but  downright  hun- 
ger and  thirst  and  nakedness,  that  work  for 
Buonaparte.     They  are   saying,  it   appears, 
plenty  of  masses  in  Portugal,  and  the  Cou- 
rier  is   very   angry    with  them  for  seeming 
disposed  there  to  rest  their  exertions.     But, 
the  Courier  forgets,  sure,  that    it  is  much 
easier  to  say  mass  than  to  fight  or  to  pay  tax- 
es ;  and,  I   think,  the  editor  of  that  paper 
would  not   venture    to  bet  very  great  odds, 
that  the  same  persons,  who   now  say  masses 
tor  the  expulsion  of  the   French,  will  not, 
a  few  months  hence,  say  masses  upon  their 
return.     And,  are  these  the  materials  where- 
with to  work  in  resisting  Buonaparte  ?     Is  it 
to  be  hoped  ;   is  it  wi'hin  the  scope  of  possi- 
bility,   that   he  should    not,    whenever    he 
cljooses,  become  the  master  of  such  a  peo- 
ple ?     We  may  fret   at   their  conduct;   the 
Courier  may  abuse  them  ;   but,   that  will  not 
dispose  them  to  risk  their  lives  in  battle.    For 
exposing   themselves    to  sLich    danger   they 
must  have  some  motive,  and  some  powerful 
motive  too  ;    and,    unless  that    motive    be 
given  them,  the  Courier  may  keep  its  breath 
for  a  more  useful  purpose  ihan  that  of  abus- 
ing   them    and  their  masses. It   is  very 

true,  that  the  possession  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal will  make  Napoleon  more  formidable 
to  us  ;  much  more  formidable  :  but,  as  was, 
sometime  ago  said  with  regard  to  Austria, 
the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  riiay  be  foolish 
enough  not  to  perceive  any  great  harm  in 
that.  lu  short,  we  m;ay  rest  assured,  that 
the  mass  of  the   Portt-gusse  will  likf  those 
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best,  who  afford  them  the  best  chance  of 
enjoying  the  good  things  of  this  world,  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  names 
or  of  nation. 

1'he  Declaration,  dated  the  4lh  in- 
stant, and  ju^t  published,  respecting  the 
overtures  of  France  and  Pvus^ia,  from  Fk- 
luuTH,  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  insig- 
niiicant  state-paper,    that    I  have  seen,  for 

some    time. It   was   certainly   right   to 

make  known-to  the  world,  that  no  nego- 
ciaiions  were  going  on.  The  reasons  given 
for  tliis  are  qaite  sutHcient,  and  very  well 
and  concisely  stated  ;  but,  it  is  impossible, 
I  think,  for  any  nmn  of  a  just  mind,  to 
approve  of  the  pirtialitv,  which  is  shown 
towards  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  who  in 
abetting  Buonaparte,  with  respect  to  Spain, 
is,  of  the  two,  most  worthy  of  censure. 
Nor  do  I,  for  my  part,  approve  of  the 
charge  against  Napoleon  of  having  "  de- 
"  posed  and  imprisoned  friendly  sovereigns." 
The  kings  of  Spain  -went  to  Bayonne  with- 
out any  force  ;  without  compulsion  of  any 
sort ;  and,  there  they  abdicated  their  rights 
to  the  Spanish  throne.  Tliey  might  be 
induced  to  do  so  from  personal  fear,  and 
their  journey  to  Bayonne  might  be  attribu- 
table to  the  same  cause  ;  hut,  I  can  see  no 
use  in  calling  it  a  deposing  of  them,  when 
the  fact  certainly  is  involved  in  some  doubt, 

or,    at    least,    admits    of    dispute. The 

reply  "  of  France  "  to  the   king's  proposi- 
tion to  consult  his  allies  and  also  "  the  go- 
"  vernment  of  Spain,  acting    in  the  name 
"  of    His     Catholic     Majesty,     Ferdinand 
"  VII;"  this  reply  is  deeply  resented.      It 
is  said  to  have   '•  displayed,    with  less    than 
"  ordinary  reserve,  the  arrogance   and    in- 
"  justice  of    the  government  of  France  ;" 
and,  in  substance,  though  not  altogether  in 
manner,     the    reply    of    the    Ernperor    of 
Russia  is  described    as   being   equally  offen- 
sive.    l\vo   of  the    ministerial    newspapers 
have  informed  us,  that,  in   his   reply.  Na- 
poleon   observed,    "  that    it  would   not  be 
"  more  vnieasonalle  on    his   part  to  propose 
"  admi'ting      THE     CATHOLICS      OF 
"   IRPJLAND,   as  apart:/    to    any   negocia- 
"  tion,    than    that   we  should    propose  ad~ 
"   milii'ig  the  Spanish  Jnsurgents."     If  this 
be   true,    as    the     Morning    Post   and    the 
Courier    give     it    us,  there   is,   indeed,    no 
longer  anv  ground  to  wonder  at  the  a>.perity 
of  the  Declaration  ;  for,  of  any  thing  fuller 
of    gravel    than    this  observation    it    vvoulcl 
be   difficult  to  form    an   idea.     One   almost 
fancies     one    hears     it   grate     under     the 
teeth    of    "    No  Popery."       It     cuts,     not 
like  razors  and  knives,   but  like  bits  of  glass 
and  llint  stones  3   it  pricks,  not  like  pins  and 
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iieedics,  but  like  splinters  and  fisli-hooks ;  j  ing  this  kingdom  no  one  ca 
it  draws  no  blood,  but  leaves  an  aching 
festering  wouud  ;  and  a  wound,  too,  which 
is,  somchovv  or  other,  shy  ct'  showing 
itself  to  the  d^.ctor.  Mr.  Canning  seems 
to  have  been  put  into  so  much  Jgony  I)y  this 
observation  as  not  to  know  very  well  what 
he  was  about  j  for,  the  latter  part  of  the 
Declaration  is,  whether  as  to  manner  or 
matter,  any  thing,  I  think,  but  what  it 
oui;ht  to  be.  There  is  a  pitiful  hnnkei  ii:g 
f.till  after  the  EiiiptMor  of  Russia  ;  there  are 
blunt  attemps  at  severity  ;  there  is  a  round- 
ness ofassertion  that  nothing  short  oi' proved 
facts  could  have  justified  ;  and,  as  to  the 
phraseology,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  a 
compliment  to  it,  to  say,  that  it  is  equally 
"  unpaiallelied"  with  the  usurpation  of  the 

throne  of  Spain   by    the   Buonapartes. 

When  parliament   meets,  we   shall,  J  sup- 
pose,   have    all    thtse    negociation    papers 
before  us ;  and,  my  opinion  is,  that  it   was 
10  soften  the  et^'ect  of  Buonaparte's  sarcastic 
pbservation,  about  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
that  the  newspapers  were   enabled   to  let  it 
leak  oat  beforehand.     There  is,  to  be  sure, 
■a  gross  fallacy   in   the  reasoning  of  thai  ob- 
servation ;   but,  gross  as  it  is,    it  is  a  hillacy. 
which  many    will    not  perceive,  and  which 
will  be  affected  not  to  be  perceived  by  many 
more.     And,  whose  fault  is  it,  that  we  are 
exposed  to  the  probable,  or,  at  least,  possi- 
ble,   effect    of    such    a   dangerous   fallacy  ? 
That    question    may  be  useless  5     but,  cer- 
tainly it  is  not  useless  to  ask,  whether  all 
j)OSsible  speed  ought  not  now  to  be  used,  in 
prder    to    remove    the   ground,  whereon    it 
rests  ?     Frequently    hinve  Napoleon's  news- 
papers svmpatliised  with  the  Irish  Catholics  ; 
but,  thi-.  is  the  first  lime  that  he  has  openly 
and  oflicially  given    us  to  understand',  that 
they  are  an  object  oi'  his  imperial   attention 
and  s(jlicitude.    There  is  no  doubt,  however, 
that  they  long  have  been   such,  and  that, 
if  he  succeed  in    his  present  enterprizc  j   if 
he  get  safe  possession  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
the  Irish  Catholics  will  be  the  next,  or  nearly 
the  next  people,  to  whom   he  will  directly, 
^ind   with   very   little  reserve,  address  him- 
self   T'^'s  must  bc-evident  to  every  man  of 
common ;sense  ;  and,  it   being  evident,  the 
question  is.  whether  our  governniput  will, 
zi'iii/e  I'neTv  is  yd  time,  adopt  the  means,  and 
the  only  possible  means,  ul  preventing  him 
from  olitainiiig  a  fair  chance  of  final  success; 
or  whether,  we  are  doomed  to  keep  blunder- 
ing on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  under  the 
jnfiucnce  of  despicable  big(/try  and  more  des- 
picable intiigne.     That  Buonaparte    will,  as 
fong  as  he   has  Ifj,   never  rest   until  he  has 
tried  ..U  the  means  in  his  power  of  subjngat- 
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doubt.  The 
motives  which  existed  at  the  rupture  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens,  still  exist  in  all  then  for- 
mer force ;  they  have  received  strength  from 
lime,  and  especially  from  recent  events. 
Our  fleet  is,  indeed,  a  mighty  bulwark  } 
but,  as  has  been  a  thousand  times  oBserved, 
theie  are  modes  of  attack  against  which  a 
fleet  cannot  be  brought  to  bear.  Experience 
has  proved,  that  our  fleet  cannot,  at  all  tunes, 
prevent  the  landing  of  French  troops  in  Ire- 
land. Now  is,  therefore,  the  lime  to  erect, 
in  that  country,  an  impenetrable  barrier 
agains-t  the  enemy.  The  means  are  com- 
pletely in  our  hands.  They  will  cost  us  no- 
thing. Only  a  single  act  of  parliament  does 
the  business.  How  many  millions.  What 
freights  of  treasure,  what  streams  of  blood, 
might  be  spared,  by  an  act  of  parliament 
passed  in  time  ! 

Duke  of  York's  Income. In  my  last 

statement,  upon  this  subject,  there  was,  I 
am  informed,  an  important  onjission.  At 
page  901  of  this  volume,  I  staled  the  seve- 
ral sources  of  the  Duke's  income,  taking  his 
military  income  at  the  acknowledged  amount,, 
as  published  in  the  Nabobs'  Gazette,  which 
statement  shewed  that,  exclusive  of  the  im- 
mense grant  of"  crown,  or  rather  national, 
lands  in  Surrey,  the  total  of  that  income, 
paid  out  of  the  public  purse,  was  ^^^'sy.S.'JS. 
But,  I  now  find,  if  my  information  be  cor- 
rect, as  I  believe  it  is,  that,  to  this  enor- 
mous sum  must  be  added  .g^'/.OOO  a  year 
pension,  upon  the  IRISH  establishment! 
The  place  and  pension  Report  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  v.liich,  as  I  observed  before,  is, 
in  bulk,  equal  to  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment, and  contains  about  o(X)  folio  pages, 
does  not,  howfver.  coniain  the  jjiaces  and 
pensions  upon  the  liijh  esiabii»lunent,  except 
in  part,  but  contents  itself  with  retcring  to 
another  Report,  ivhicli  ti  as  Iniri  icjore  par- 
liament  sowe  years aoo,  and  which,  of  course, 
very  few  of  the  present  members  ever  saw, 
or  ever  will  see  as  long  as  they  live.  I  wiU 
endeavour  to  find  out  tliis  Report,  and  when 
I  have  so  done,  I  will  state  the  fact,  relat- 
ing to  this  additional  pen.sion.  In  the  mean- 
while, I  beg  the  reailer  to  look  again  at  the 
wholeof  the  article  begining  at  page  bU/  of 
this  volume. 

Botley,  Dec.  22,   ISOS. 


Stain. 
Sir, — Accustomed  to  approve  and  admire 
your  writings  on  m«ist  subjects,  I  cannot  but 
read  with  a  mixlme  of  surprize  and  indig- 
nation your  very  lukewarm  remarks  on  the 
late  reverses  in  Spain.  It  seems  with  you 
a  matter  of   doiib!    vsiielher   we  ou<'ht   to 
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regard  the  success  of  the  Frencli  as  a  circum- 
stance of  regret  or  not.     From  yon.  Sir,  a 
more  patriotic  spirit  was  expected.    You  are 
continually   looking  to  the  abuses  in  the  old 
government  of  Spam.     Are  you  not  assured 
these  would  be  reformed  ?  And  if  that  were 
not  to  be  the  case,   is  this  a  lime  to  chill  tiie 
blood    of  patriotism    and  raise    a   doubt    to 
which    side   we   should  lend  our  hearts  and 
aid  }     Look  at    the  tremendous    power  of 
Buonaparte.       Is  there  an  object    that   can 
come  in  comparison  of  importance  with  the 
diminishing  of    tliat  power  ?     C.ui  any  one   I 
estimate   the  extent  of  his  ability  to  injure 
us  as  a  commercial  liatinn  ?     Independent  of   | 
our  sympathy  with  the  brave  resisters  of  his  | 
tyrannj^,    our  own  situation  is  become  most 
alarming.      Instead     of     reflections     upon 
Hn  old  government,    it    was   expected  that 
ycii    would     have     shewn    that    .zeal    and 
energy    (wiiich  you  have  displayed  on  more 
trivial  occasions)   to  excite   and  animate  the 
spirit   of  this   country    to   every  practicable 
means  of  assistance  to   the  patriots.     Con- 
vinced that  you  cannot  exert   it    at  a    fi'.ter 
period,  I  trust  I  shall  vet  not  be  disappoint- 
ed.— Your  constant  reader.  A..  Z. —  Coveii- 
try_,  December  13t/i,  1808. 


Breweries. 
Sir, — On    rhe   perusal  of     controversial 
writings,  we   may  observe    that    a    general 
pertinacity  attaches  to  most  of  them.     We 
defend  a  position  merely    because   we    have 
advanced  it  J  and  are  ingenious   in    framing 
arguments,  by  which  our   favourite  iiypo- 
thesis  may   be  supported.     It  was    under  a 
full   persuasion  that  there  is  in  the  human 
mind  a  tendency   to   this  sort    of  obstinacy, 
that  I  ventured  my  remarks  on  the  first    pa- 
per of  the  Hampshire  Brewer.      And  as  we 
are  all  desirous  of  taking  credit  to  ourselves, 
for  our  full  sliare  of  candour  and  ingenuous- 
ness, I  trust  I  may  be  intitled  to  a  presump- 
tive credit  for  my  own  openness    to  the  full 
force  of  my  respondents'  arguments,  and  a 
readiness    to   acknowledge    my   conviction, 
should  they  be  able  to  eliect  it.      There   can 
be  no  reason,  safficient  to  induce  an  honest 
man,  to  persist  in  error  after  he  is  convinced 
of  it  J  neither  can  there  be  any,  for  renoun- 
cing an  opinion  without  its  being  fully   con- 
futed.    Had   the   reply    of  the    Hampshire 
Brewer  been  such  as  to  satisfy  my   mind,  it 
should   have   been    f)i'owed    by   an    ample 
acknowledgement;     but  I  should    deem    it 
•worse  than  folly,  lo  admit  the  force  of  ar- 
guments,    of    the   illegitimacy    of  which  I 
am  firmly  persuaded.     Tli.^t  gentleman  has 
shrouded    himself  under  the   pro!:ection   of 
narpes,  the  greatness  of  wluch  no  one  will 
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dispute.     To  some  of  them,    pnrticular!/ to 
Dr.  Thompson,  I  own  myself  under  consi- 
derable obligations,  for  the  satlsfactif)n   and 
pleasure  I  have  received   from   his   writings. 
And    when,    from   a  comparison    of  dates, 
I  learn  that  the  writer  himself  w:!s   able   to 
confute  a  "  now  longT«xploded  "   doctrine, 
several   yc/Av^   bcf )re  1  was    born,     I  almost 
feel  how   unlucky  a  wight  I  am  to   venture 
into    the   field   against   .so    mucli  age,      .so 
nia.'iy   great   name^,  such    long  experience, 
and    such    un(juestionable    abilities.        The 
Hampshire  Brewer  appears  to  me  (o  mistake 
the  (juesiicju  at  issue  between  us,  as   all   the 
experiments  he  produces  either    prove  what 
I  readily  admit,  or  wliat  with  me  prove  no- 
thing to  the  purpose.     When  he  speaks   oi 
me  as  reviving  the  long   exploded   opinion, 
as   to  the    inadequacy  of, a  statical  test  of  a 
mali  extract,  I  can    assure  him  tliat   he   is 
entirely  mistaken  ;  and  I   cannot  conceive 
from  what  part  of  my  paper  he  has    drawn 
such  a  conclusion.      Competent   experience 
will   prove  the  accuracy  of    the  instrument 
for  the  general  purposes  of  the  brewery,  but 
it  is  no    reflection  on  any  human   invention, 
that  it  is  not  capable   of   an    application    to 
every  purpose.     A  malt  and  a  molasses  ex- 
tract: are  very  different  ;    and  as  the  original 
qualities  of  which  they  are  composed,  and 
which  they  possess  in    common,'  are  com- 
bined in   different  proportions,    they    must 
require  a  dilferent  mode  of  valuation  as  any- 
one quality  prevails    iix    the   combination. 
Whete    mucillage   prevails,    there    will   be 
an  increase  of  spissitude  without  an  increase 
of    value;    and    there  may   be   a   liquor  of 
greater  tenuity  which  possesses  more  saccha- 
rine virtue,  and  is  capable  of  becoming  an 
article  of    superiour   flavour  and    vinosity. 
I  am   not  so  turtunate  as  this  gentleman  in 
having   a   nuvilcr  of  learned  authorities   to 
quote;   but,  however,  I  have  one,  and  that    - 
in  itself  a  host;— it  is  the  Hampshire  Brewer 
himself  When  he  admits  that  a  third  part  of 
a  wort  of  aOlbs.  per  bar:  el,  is  superior  to  ano- 
ther of  lOlbs.  per  barrel,   merely  because  of 
the  greater  prevalence  of  mucijlage   in  the 
latter,  docs    lie  not  by  this  concession  esta- 
blish  that  opinion   which  he  is  labourino- to 
overthrow,  and  prove  that   the   instrument, 
indicating  in  both  i«istancesan  equal  gravity, 
i-i  insuflicient  to  shew  iheir  relative  valuer- 
Mr  JM.u'tineau's  experiments  nearly  coincide 
with  my  own,  as  to  tb.e  final   gravity  >vhich 
will  appear  by  the  instrument  in  a  separate 
solution    of   either  malt  or  sugar;    but,    I 
think,    neither   of  ihem   sufficient  to  fori\i 
the  b:i.«is  of  a  decision.     From   many  expe- 
riments which  a  private  friend  of  mine  has 
n!,;dcun  the  subject,  and  which  have  been 
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tri.i,ijcntly  repeated   under  my   own    eye, 
with   tlie  most  critical  exactness,  1  draw  a 
conclusion  very  different  froiii   that  ger.tle- 
man's.     In  two  gyles,  the  one  brewed  from 
malt  only,  and  ihc  other  having  in  it  a  solu- 
tion   of   sugar,  in    the    proportion   of  one- 
tenth  part  of  the  total  aggregate  of  ferment- 
able matter  under  operation; — the  malt  in 
both  instances  being  from  the  saint:'  tlooring, 
the  fermentation  similar,  and  the  final  gravi- 
ty equal,  per  the  instrument;  and  yet  the 
latter  product  has  been  found  unifoiunly  su 
perior  to  th-'  other  as  an  agreeable  and  vinous 
beverage :  it   possessed  a  greater  t'ulness  on 
the  palate,  and   was  a  liquor    to  which    the 
best    judges    would    give    the    preference 
That  the  superiority  of  the  one,  was  owing 
to  the  sugar  that  was  used,  there  can  be  no 
doubt;    nor  can  there  beany,  that  the  in- 
strument was   incapable    of     shewing  that 
superiority.     It  was  with  this  fact    in  view, 
that  I  wrote  my  former  letter ;  but  I  do  not 
know  that  it  will  have  the  same  weight  with 
the  Hampshire  brewer,  that  it  has  with  me. 
As    to  the  result  of    distillation,     however 
conclusive  he  may  deem  it,  1  must  beg  leave 
to  differ  from  him.     The  question  is  not   as 
to  the  production  of  the  greatest  quantity  of 
ardent  spirit,  but  as  to  the  value  of  either 
sugar  or  molasses   used  in  a  limited    propor- 
tion in  the  brewing  of    ina/t  li(p/nr.      The 
production  of  awa»h  suitable  to   the  distil- 
ler's purpose,  will  certainly   require  a  mode 
of  nuuKigement  dilierent   from   that   which 
will  be    pursued   by    an   intelligent  brewer. 
Will  not  two  wcits  of  equal  gravity,  yield  a 
different  quantity  of  proof  spirit,  as  they  are 
fermented  either  in  the   best    way  for  beer, 
or  as  they  are  usually  fermented  for  wash  ! 
Next  to  polencij,  two  of  the  most  desirable 
qLUtlities  in  malt  liquor  are,  early   Iranspa- 
refiaj  and  Juliiess  ;   but  were  the  distiller's 
method    of  fernientatiou  to  be  followed    in 
the  brewery,     1  think  we  .should   be    hardly 
able  to  obtain   either.       While    it   must    be 
acknowledged,    that  the  particular  method 
which    is  most  proper  for  (jbtaining  them, 


'he  gentleman  has   introduced,    I   consider 
it  as  quite  irrelevant,  as  it  has  no  bearing  on 
the  question  immediately  at  issue.     Tlieir 
manner  of   estimating    the  differences   be- 
tween English  and  ."^cotch  barleys  and  malts 
was    certainly  judicious.      And   what  does 
that   prove  ?      Why    nothing,    but    what  I 
am  as  well  convinced  of  as  the  Hampshire 
brewer  himself.     But  though  I  am  compel- 
led thus  to  differ  from  a  gentlem.an  of  such 
abilities,  experience  and  information,  yet  it- 
will   be   impossible   for   such  difference  to 
lessen   that  respectful  sentiment  I   felt   to- 
wards him  on  tlie  perusal  of  his  first  valua- 
ble paper.     I  now  close  the  correspondence 
on   the    subject    by   thanking    him  for    the 
frankness  with  which  he  has  cor-nmupicnted 
his  sentiments,  and  by  claiming  for    myself 
a  right  to  dissent  from    the  greatest  authori- 
ties when  I  have   reason  to    doubt  whether 
their    arguments    are    founded    on    legiti* 
mate   reasons.     To  you,  Mr.  Cobbett,  I  am 
indebted     for    your   impartiality,     and   for 
the    space     you     have    allowed     for     the 
discussion,     and    am     obliged  by  the  rea- 
diness you  have  shewn  in  giving  insertion  to» 
the  correspondence— I  remain.   Sir,  &c.— 
Canpidus.  Ma/ton,  igih  December,  1808. 


Breweries. 
Sir; — It  is  rather  unfair  to  make  your 
valuable  Register  a  medium  of  discussion  on 
any  jjarticular  art  or  manutacture,  but  as 
you  have  alr.;ady  admitted  the  subject,  1 
am  induced  to  trouble  you  for  a  small  space 
in  a  paper  of  such  general  instruction,  for  a 
few  observations  on  the  statement  of  the 
gentlemen  who  sign  themselves  "a  Hamp- 
"  shire  Brewer"  and  '•  Candidus"  in  your 
Registers  of  the  12th  and  2dth  of  Nov.; 
and  10th  of  Dec. — The  difference  in  the 
opinions  of  these  gentlemen,  on  a  subject 
v^hich  the  former  has  so  laudably  brought 
before  the  public,  seems  to  arise  solely  from 
Candidus'  supposing  that  nothing  but  a 
saccharum  is  capable  of  the  vinous  fermen- 
tation,   and  that  therefore   the   instrument 


would  be  inimici"il  to  the  production  of  spirit      used  in  the  brewery  cannot  be  an  accurate 
by  the  still.     As  the  two  purposes  then,  ri-       "  measure  of  sweets ;"  so  far  he  is  right. 


quire  two  different  methods  of  treatment, 
what  may  be  an  infallible  test  of  value  in 
one  case,  m^iy  not  be  so  in  the  other.  And 
as  the  quintity  of  ardent  spirit  will  depend 
upon  the  fermep.talion  of  the  wash,  as  well 
ns  upon  its  previous  gravity,  its  product  can- 
not be  a  certain  criterion  of  the  value  of  its 
origin.il  mateiiaU,  any  further  than  a  simihir 
treatment  obtains,  but  will  be  unavailing 
when  treated  in  a  diflerent  manner  and  for 
a  different  purpf)se.  As  to  the  testimony  of 
J^rs.  Thompson,  Hope  and  Coventry,  which 


for  although  it  cannot  possibly  express  the 
(luaniity  of  sweets  contained  in  any  e.\tracts, 
it  ascertains  exactly  their  relative  value,  or 
amount  o(  fennenluble  matter,  under  which 
term  is  comprehended  saccharum,  mucilage, 
and  pcrhajis  a  little  oil;  in  short,  whatever 
is  cxtractable  from  corn  or  grain,  or  soluble 
from  other  substances,  where  a  small  portion 
of  saccharum  is  present — from  all  which, 
cxppriment  proves,  that  equal  specific  gra- 
vities will  give  e(]ual  (luantities  of  ardent 
spirit,    thereby  axplodmg    the    corou.o:ily 
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received  opinion  that  sweets  alone  are  capa- 
ble ot' producing  alcohol. — Candidus  however 
had  great   reasons  for  his  inquiries  on   the 
subject,  which   I  presume    will    he   farther 
elucidated  when  it  is  explained    (if  explana- 
tion he  neccs,"?^'  togenilemen   who  handle 
the  subject  so  ably)  why  the  saccharometer 
in  s;tne:al    use   will   not  indicate  above  one- 
thirii  of  the  "  gross  weight  of  the  substance 
"  dissolved,"  for   as   it    is   impossible    that 
either  of    those    in    question    can   undergo 
solution   without  increasing  the  bulk  of  the 
sohent,  theiti'ore  a  saccharometer    (I  wish 
I  could  find  a  b»tter  term    for  the    instru- 
ment), indicating  the  difference  of  weight 
b(  tween  a  bnrrel  of  water   and  a  barrel    of 
wort,  on  wh:ch   scale   those  in  general  use 
are,    1    beiit-vc,    formed,  can  by   no   means 
express   the  quantity  of  fermentable  matter 
in   pounds  avoirdupois,    contained   in    such 
barrel    ot    wort ;    which  may    however    be 
discovered^  very  nearly,  by  multiplying  the 
amount   per   saccharometer  by  2,  7  j  fs  is 
proved   by   ascertaining  the  weight  of  malt 
before  brewing,   and  the  grains  (being  com- 
pletely dried)  afierwards.  Instead,  therefore, 
of  a  quarter  of  malt  weighing  from  300  to 
236  pounds,  yielding  from  75  to  80   pounds 
c!-    saccharine     (fermentable,    I    presunw) 
matter,  it  really  produces  from  202  to  21 6' 
pounds  avoirdupois. — As  to  the  brewery    in 
general,    sugar    cannot    be    introduced    to 
advantage,    for   it   is   by   no   means   a    su- 
perabundant    saccharum      which   is    there 
required,     but  an    extract    where    mucilage 
bears   the  greater  proportion. — With   every 
npology  for  continuing  a  subject    which  can 
interest  so  few  of  your  readers,  lam  respect- 
fully, Sir,  &c.— I.  H. — Gutrnsey,  Dec.  \Q, 
1808. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Spanish  Revolution. — Tenth  Bulletin  nj 

the  French  Army  of  Spain. — (Continued 

from  p.  960.) 
The  very  mountains  have  afforded  them 
but  a  feeble  protection.  But  thanks  to 
the  power  of  the  inquisition,  the  influence 
of  the  monks,  their  dexterity  to  seize  all 
pens,  and  to  make  them  speak  all  lan- 
guages, it  is  still  believed,  throughout  great 
part  of  Spain,  that  Blake  has  been  vic- 
torious, that  the  French  army  has  been  des- 
troyed, and  the  imperial  guard  taken. 
Whatever  may  be  the  momentary  success  of 
these  wretched  shifts,  and  of  these  ridiculous 
efforts,  the  reign  of  the  inquisition  is  over  5 
its  revolutionary  tribunals  will  no  longer 
harrass  any  country  in  Europe  ;  in  Spain,  as 
at  Rome,  the  inquisition  shall  be  abolished, 
and  the  horrid  spectacle  of  auto-da-fes  shall 
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never  again  be  repeated.  This  reform  shall 
he  effected  in  spite  of  the  religious  zeal  of 
the  English,  in  spite  of  the  alliance  which 
ihey  have  formed  with  the  monkish  impos- 
tors, who  have  given  our  Lady  del  Pdar  aiid 
the  saints  of  Valladolid  the  ]->ower  ot  speech. 
Enghind  has  for  her  allies,  exclusive  monopo- 
ly, the  inquisition,  and  the  Franciscans  :  all 
arealike  to  her,  if  she  can  but  sow  discord 
among  nations,  and  dt-luge  the  continent 
with  blood. — An  English  brig,  the  Ferret, 
wiiich  left  Portsmouth  tlie  IJth  of  this 
m.onth,  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  22d,  in 
the  port  of  St.  Andero,  not  knowing  that 
the  place  was  in  the  occupation  of  the  French. 
She  had  on  board  imp<;riant  dispatches,  and 
a  great  quantity  of  English  papers,  which 
were  secured. — At  St.  Andero  were  found 
great  quantities  of  Jesuit's  bark  and  colonial 
produce,  which  were  sent  to  Bayonne. — The 
duke  of  Dalmatia  has  entered  the  Asturias. 
Several  towns  and  many  villages  have  begged 
to  submit,  in  order  to  avoid  falling  into  the 
abyss  dug  for  them  by  the  counsels  of  fo- 
reigners, and  br  the  passions  of  the  multi- 
tude. 

Eleventh  Bulletin  of  the  French  Army  of 
Sftain,  dated  Aranda  de  Duero,  Nov.  '!"] . 
His  majesty  on  the  19th  sent  off  tie 
marshal  duke  of  Montebelio  with  instruc- 
tions for  the  moveu-.ents  of  the  left,  of 
which  he  gave  him  the  command. — The 
duke  of  Mcntebello  and  the  duke  of  Cor- 
negliano  concerted  measures  together  at 
Lodosa  on  the  20lh,  for  the  execution  of 
the  orders  of  his  majesty. — On  the  21  sf, 
the  division  of  general  Lagrange,  with  the 
brigade  of  light  cavalry  of  general  Colhprt, 
and  the  brigade  of  dragoons  of  general 
Dijon,  set  out  from  Lagrogno,  by  the  right 
of  the  Ebro  At  the  same  time  the  four 
divisions,  composing  the  corps  of  the  duke 
of  Cornegliano,  passed  the  river  at  Lodosa, 
abandoning  the  whole  country  between  the 
Ebro  and  Pampeluna.— On  the  22d,  at  the 
break  of  day,  the  French  army  began  its 
march.  It  took  its  direction  to  Calahorra, 
where,  on  the  evening  before,  were  the 
head  quarters  of  Castanos  j  it  found  that 
town  evacuated,  and  afterwards  marched 
upon  Alfaro  ;  the  enemy  had  in  like  manner 
retreated. — On  the  23d,  at  break  of  day, 
the  general  of  division,  Lefebvre,  at  the 
head  of  the  cavalry,  and  supported  by  the 
division  of  general  Morlat,  forming  the  ad- 
vanced guard,  met  with  the  enemy.  He 
immediately  gave  information  to  the  duke  of 
Montebelio,  who  f(3und  the  army  of  the 
enemy  in  seven  divisions,  consisting  of 
45.000  men,  under  arms,  with  its  right 
before  Tudela,  and  its  left  occupying  a  line 
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of  a  league  and  a  half";  a  disposition  abso- 
lutely bad.  The  Arragonese  were  on  the 
right,  the  troops  of  Valencia  and  New 
Castile  in  the  centre,  and  the  three  divisions 
of  Andalusia,  wliich  general  Castanos  com- 
manded more  especially,  formed  the  left. 
Forty  pieces  of  cannon  covered  the  enemy's 
]ine. — At  nine  in  the  morning  the  colunms 
of  the  French  army,  began  to  deploy, 
with  that  order,  that  regularity  and  cool- 
ness, which  characterise  veteran  troops : 
situations  were  chosen  for  establishing  bat- 
teries with  .sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  but  the 
impetuosity  of  the  troops,  and  the  inquie- 
tude of  the  enemy,  did  not  allow  time  for 
this.  The  Spaniards  were  already  vanquish- 
ed by  the  order  and  movements  of  the 
FVericI)  army. — The  duke  of  Montebello 
caused  the  centre  to  be  pierced  by  the 
division  of  general  Maurice  Matthien  ; 
ihe  general  of  division  Lefebvre,  with  his 
ca\alry,  immediately  passed  on  the  trot 
through  t!)is  opening,  and  enveloped,  by  a 
quarter  wheel  to  the  left,  the  whole  right 
of  the  enemy.  The  moment  when  half  of 
the  enemy's  line  found  itsalf  thus  turned 
and  defeated,  was  that  in  wliich  general 
Lagrange  attacked  the  village  of  Cascante, 
where  the  line  of  Castanos  was  placed, 
which  did  not  exhibit  a  better  countenance 
than  the  right,  but  abandoned  the  field  of 
battle,  leaving  behind  it  its  artillery,  and 
a  great  number  of  prisoners.  The  cavalry 
pursued  the  remains  of  the  enemy's  army 
to  Mallah,  in  the  direction  of  Saragossa, 
and  to  Tarracona,  in  the  direction  of  Agrcda. 
Seven  standard.^,  thirty  pieces  of  cannon, 
w'Jh  all  th(iir  furniture,  12  colonels,  300 
ofKcers,  and  3,090  men,  have  been  taken; 
4,000  Spaniards  have  been  left  dead  on  the 
field  of  battle,  or  have  been  driven  into  the 
Ebro.  Our  loss  has  been  trifling,  we  have 
had  6"0men  killed  and  400  wounded  ;  among 
the  latter  is  the  general  of  division  Lagrange, 
who  has  received  a  bullet  iii  the  arm  — Our 
troops  found  at  Tudela  a  number  of  maga- 
zines.— 1'lie  mtirshal  duke  of  Cornegliano 
has  begun  his  march  upon  Saragos.sa. — 
While  a  part  of  the  fugitives  retired  to  tins 
place,  the  left,  which  had  been  cut  off, 
tied  in  disorder  to  Tarracoria  and  ;\grodn. — 
The  duke  of  Elchingcn,  who  was  on  the, 
2'id  at  .Soria,  orghi  to  have  been  on  the  2.3d 
at  Agreda,  not  a  man  would  have  escaped 
but  this  corps  being  too  much  fatigued,  re- 
mained at  Soria  the  23d  and  24(h..  He 
arrived  at  Agredaon  the  2.5th,  slili  .sufficiently 
in  time  to  seize  a  great  number  of  magn- 
zine.s. — One  named  I'alafox,  formerly  a  garde 
du  corps,  a  ni'in  without  talents,  asd  without 
couiiige,  a  kind  of  insignificant  monk,  the 
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true  head  of  a  party,  which  acqiiired  hitn 
the  name  of  general,  wa!5  the  first  to  take 
tliglit.  This  is  not  the  first  lime  he  has 
acted  in  that  manner ;  he  has  done  the  same 
(jn  all  occasions. — This  army  of  45,000  has 
been  thos  beaten  and  defeaiai,  without  our 
having  had  more  than  OOOO  men  engaged. 
— The  battle  of  Burgos  had  struck  the  centre 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  battle  of  Espinosa 
the  right ;  the  battle  of  Tudela  has  struck  the 
left ;  victory  has  thus  struck,  as  with  a  thun- 
derbolt, and  dispersed  the  whole  league  of 
the  enemy. 

Tweljih   Biillelin  of  the  French  Army    of 
Spain,  dated  Aranda,  Nov.  28. 
At   the  battle  of  Tudela,  the  general  of 
division,   Lagrange,  charged  with  the  attack 
of  Cascante,  ordered  his  division   to  maich 
by  echellon,    and  put  him,self  at  the  head  of 
the   first   division,    composed   of    the  25th 
regiment  of  light  infantry,  which  fell  upon 
the  enemy  with  such  impetuosity,  that   200 
Spaniards   were  killed    in  the  first  charge  of 
the  bayonet.     The  other  echellons  could  not 
come  up.     This  singular   intrepidity   spread 
consternation  and  disorder  among  the  troops 
of  Castanos.     It  was  at  this   moment  that 
general  Lagrange,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  first   echellon,    received  a  ball,  which 
wounded  him  diuigerously. — On    the   2oth, 
the  duke  of  Elchingen  advanced  by  Tarracona 
to   Borja.     The  enemy  destroyed  si.\.ty  tum- 
brils which  they  had  at  Tarracona. — General 
Maurice   Matthieu     arrived,    on    the   25th, 
at    Borja,  pursuing    the  enemy,  and    every 
moment  taking  fresh  prisoners,  the  number 
of  which   already   amounts   to   5,000,  they 
are  all  troops  of  the  line.     No  quarter  was 
given  to  any  of  the  peasants  who  were  found 
in  arms.     We   took   37   pieces  of  cannon. 
Disorder  and  delirium  have  seized  upon  their 
leaders.     Their  first  proceeding  was  a  violent 
manifesto,  in  which  they  declared  war  agaiu'st 
France.     They  imputed  to  her  all  the  disor- 
ders of  their  court,  the  degeneracy  of  the 
race  which  reigned,  and  the  baseness  of  the 
great,  who,  for  many  years,  have  prostrated 
themselves  in  the  most  abject  manner  at  the 
feet  of  the   idol  which   they  load  with    all 
tlieir   rage,  now  he  is  fallen.     They  have 
very  false   ideas   in    Germany,    Italy,    and 
France,  of  Spanish  monks,  if  they  compare 
them  to  those  wliich  exist  in  these  countries. 
We  find  among  the  Benedictines,  the  Ber- 
nardins,  etc.   in   Frai;ce  and  Italy,  a  crowd 
of  men  remarkable  in  sciences  and  literature; 
they  distinguish    themselves   by  their  eiluca- 
jion,  auft  by  the  honourable  and  useful  class 
to  wliich  they  belong.     The  Spanish  monks, 
on  th.e  contrary,  arc  drawn  from    the  dregs 
of  the  people;  they  are  ignorant  and  drur,- 
j 
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ken,  and  can  only  be  compared  to  people 
employed  in  slaughter-houses.  Tliey  are 
illiterate,  and  have  the  very  manner  and 
appearance  of  it — it  is  only  over  the  lowest 
classes  that  they  have  any  influence.  A 
citizen  would  tiiink  himself  dishonoured  in 
admitting  a  monk  to  his  table.  As  to  the 
unfortunate  Spanish  peasants,  we  can  only 
compare  them  to  the  Felialis  ot  Egypt  j  they 
liave  no  property — every  thing  belongs  to 
the  monks,  or  to  some  powerful  house. 
The  liberty  to  keep  an  inn  is  a  feudal  right ; 
yet  in  a  country  so  favoured  by  nature,  we 
find  neither  posts  nor  inns.  The  taxes  even 
are  alienated,  and  belong  to  the  lords.  The 
great  have  degenerated  to  such  a  degree, 
that  they  are  without  energy,  without  merit, 
and  even  without  influence,  y^e  every  day 
find  at  Valladolid,  and  beyond  It,  consider- 
able magazines  of  arms.  The  English 
faithfully  executed  that  part  of  their  engage- 
ment J  they  provided  muskets,  poniards,  and 
libels  J  these  they  have  sent  in  profusion: 
their  inventive  spirit  has  been  signalised,  and 
they  have  carried  to  a  great  length  the  art  of 
spreading  hbels,  as  of  late  they  have  dis- 
tingnished  themselves  by  their  tire-rockets. 
All  the  evils,  all  the  scourges  which  can 
afflict  mankind,  come  from  London. 
Thirteenth  Bulletin  of  the  French  Army  of 

Spain,  (luted  St.  Martiris,    near  Madrid, 

Dec.  2. 

On  the  29th  ult.  the  head-quarters  of  the 
emperor  were  removed  to  the  village  of 
Eouzealasj  on  the  30th,  at  break  of  day, 
the  duke  of  Belluno  presented  himself  at 
the  foot  of  the  Somo  Sierra  ;  a  division  of 
13,000  men  of  the  Spanish  army  of  reserve 
defended  the  passage  of  the  mountains. — 
The  enemy  thought  theniselves  unattackable 
in  that  position.  They  had  entrenched  the 
narrow  passage;  called  Puerto,  with  sixteen 
pieces  of  cannon.  The  f)th  light  infantry 
inarched  upon  the  right ;  the  96th  upon  the 
causeway  ;  and  the  24th  followed  by  the 
side  of  the  heights  on  the  left.  General 
Senarmont,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery, 
advanced  by  the  causeway.  The  action 
commenced  by  the  firing  of  rausquetry  and 
cannon. — A  charge  made  by  the  general 
jMontbrun,  at  the  head  of  the  Poiisii  light 
horse,  decided  the  atTair,  if  wa's  a  most 
brilliant  one,  and  the  regiment  covered  itself 
with  glory,  and  proved  it  «as  worthy  to forni 
a  part  of  the  imperial  guards ;  cannons, 
flags,  musquets,  solt|iers,  all  were  taken  or 
cut  to  pieces.  Eight  Polish  light  horse  were 
killed  upon  the  cannon,  and  sixteen  have 
been  wounded.— Among  the  last  is  captain 
Dzievaneski  who  was  dangerously  wounded, 
and  lies  a'lmost  without   hopes  of  recover}-. 


Major  Scgur,  marshal  of  the  emperor's 
household,  charged  among  the  Polish  troops, 
and  received  many  wounds,  one  of  which  is 
very  severe. — Sixteen  pieces  of  cannon,  10 
flags,  20  covered  chests,  200  waggons,  laden 
with  all  kinds  of  baggage,  and  the  military 
chests  of  the  regiments,  are  the  fruits  of 
this  brilliant  affair.  Among  the  prisoners, 
which  are  very  numerous,  are  all  the  colonels 
and  lieutenant-colonels  tjf  the  corp^  of  the 
Spanish  division.  All  the  soldiers  would 
h;ive  been  taken,  if  they  had  not  thrown 
away  their  arms,  and  dispersed  in  the  monn- 
iains. — On  the  1st  of  Dec.  the  head-quarters 
of  the  en^peror  were  at  Saint  Angustin,  and 
on  the  2d,  the  duke  of  Istria,  with  the 
cavalry,  commanded  the  heights  of  Madrid. 
— The  infantry  could  not  arrive  before  the 
3d — The  intelligence  which  we  hitherto  have 
received  leads  ns  to  think  that  this  town  is 
suffering  under  all  kinds  of  disorders,  and 
that  the  doors  are  barricadoed.  The  wea- 
ther is  very  line. 


Spanish  Revolution. — (Continued  from 
[1.  79]).  Address  of  the  Supreme  Junta  of 
Seville  to  tJw  Spanish  People.  Dated  from 
the  Royal  Palaee  of  Seville,  September  \y , 
1808. 

This  SnprAne  Junta,  from  the  first  ap- 
pointment guided  only  by  its  loyalty  and  pa- 
triotism, has  seen  with  no  less  admiralioa 
than  pleasure  the  exertions  of  the  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  that  surnioanting  dif- 
ficulties almost  insuperable,  all  have  vied 
with  each  other  in  manifesiing,  that  their 
conduct  and  operations  were  actuated  by  the 
same  sentiments,  and  directed  to  the  same 
objects.  Far  from  conceiving,  even  for  an. 
instant,  that  it  has  exceeded  any  of  them  in. 
those  points,  which,  notwithstanding  its 
scanty  means  and  supplies,  ;t  has  been  able 
to  realize  by  its  zeal  and  sacrifices,  it  ardent- 
ly felicitates  itself  upon  witnessing  that 
union  of  dispositions  and  exertions,  which 
might  disconcert  the  bold  and  wicked  plans 
of  the  common  oppressor,  as  soon  as  the. 
respective  circumstances  of  the  several  pro-. 
vinces  shall  permit  the  wholeof  their  united 
force  to  be  directed  to  the  single  object  of 
expelling  our  ferocious  enemy  from  onr  ter- 
ritory. Never  did  so  silly  and  chimerical  aa 
idea  enter  into  the  calculations  of  this  Su- 
preme Junta,  as  that,  notwithstanding  the 
loss  t)f  the  otlwr  provinces  of  the  kingdom, 
one  particular  province  might  be  abla  to 
rescue  it.self  from  the  yoke  of  a  powerful, 
vindictive,  and  obstinate  enemy  :  but 
though  to  superficial  minds  this  project 
might  not  appear  an  absolute  impossibility, 
it;  atta'chnicnt  to  its  king  and  counrry,  and 
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its  anxiety  to  preserve  the    integrity   of  ilie 
monarchy,  uciild  have  compelled  it  to  iden- 
tify itsdf,  with  the  hard  fate  under  which 
our  fellow-countrymen   in  the  other  provin- 
ces are  sutfering,  and  to  atFurd    tli^n.i    those 
succours  which  they   so  justly  solicit,  and 
which  is  demanded  by  their   distresses,  and 
tho  necessity  of  our  united  exertions  lor  the 
salvation  of  the  country,  the  only  wish    of 
all  good  and  loyal  Spaniards. — Notwilhstnnd- 
ing  these  were,  and  are,  the  princip;il  objects 
attended  to  by  the  Juntn,  whdst  it  did  not  at 
the  same  time  lose  sight  of  the   point?   by 
which  the  enemy  might  menace  us,  or  at-  , 
tack  us  with  the  intention  of  making  a  com-* 
bined  diversion,  or  to  try  the  eftect  of  a  bold 
niovement,    there   have    not  been   wanting 
ignorant  or   disaffected   persons,   who  have 
imputed  to  it  the  iniention   of  retaining  in 
Andalusia  that  army  which  had  so   glorious- 
ly   effected    the    destruction     of    Dupont, 
whereas  all  its  efforts  were  directed    towards 
the  object  of  exjxlling  our  enen;iies  from  the 
Castiles,    in  combination  witJi  the  disposable 
forces  of  the  other  provinces,  after  concert- 
ing such  a  system  of  combined  movements 
as  should  ensure  a  happy  issue  to  our   opera- 
tions.    With  this  view,  the  Supreme  Junta, 
on  the  8th  of  September,  among  other  par- 
ticulars, wrote  to  the  general  in  chief  as  fol- 
lows.—' This  Supreme  Junta  has  long  since 

*  manifested  the  high   confidence  which   it 

*  reposes  in  your  excellency.  You  will  therc- 

*  fore  act  as  prudence  directs,    making  such 

*  movements  and  m.irclies  with  the  army  as 

*  you  shall  judge  expedient   for  delivering 

*  Spain  from  the  French  ;     and   niaking  it 

*  kno\vn  to  all,  that  our  firm  resolution  is  to 
'  employ  all  our  forces  in  defence  of  the 
'  country. — Repeated  orders  have  been  is- 
'  sued  to  the  newly-raised  troops  to  march 
'  for  Cflstile,  and  place  themselves  at  the 
'  disposal  of  your  excellency.  They  will 
'  be  furnished  with  clothing  ;  and  we  will 
'  also  make  every  exertion  to  forward  some 
'  for  the  divisions  under  your  command, 
'  whose  naked  condition  we  deeply  regret, 
'  though  hitherto  unable  to  remedy  it,  not- 

*  withstanding  the  clothes  now  making  al- 
'  ready  amouHt  to  eleven  million  of  reals, 
'  Wc  shall  also  cause  the  I0,()00  flasks,  or 
'  canteens,  presented  to  us  by  the  English, 

*  to  be  forwarded  with  all  expedition  to 
'  Madrid.— Having  y\\^\  learnt  the  arrival 
'  at  Cadiz  of  several  English  transports, 
'  with  about   3f),0()()  muskets,    and   other 

*  mi!it:iry  implements,  we  instantly  re- 
'  solved  to  send  your  excellency  10,000  of 
'  Ihenj.  to  be  di^posed  of  as  may  be 
'  tlujught  necess(ir)',  leaving  the  distriim- 
'  tiun  «sf  them  to  lhe<l«t«ra)inaliuij  ©f  )our 
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'  excellency;— Alth. ugh    such  have  been, 
and  are  ihe  genuine  \iews  and  wishes  of  this 
supreme  junta,  joined  to  that  of  the  speedy 
convocation  of  the  Central  Junta  ;  and  al- 
though   it   has  not   omitted, 'nor  will  omit, 
any   means  of  accomplishing  them,  as  the 
general  defence  of  (he  kingdom  imperiously 
dictates,    malevolence  has  nevertheless  at- 
tempted  to   confound   the  impossibility  of 
more  promptly  realizing  their  desires,  with 
the  nature  or  those  desires  fhem-^elves.     But 
with  what  acute  pain  has  this  supreme  junta 
learnt,  both  from  verbal   and  written  com- 
munications, the  prevalence  of  a  malicious 
report,    that   its  members   had  assig:;ed  to 
themselves,    and  are  now    enjoying    large 
salaries  !     Calumny   could   not   have  been 
carried  to  a  greater  pitch.      Far  from  any  of 
the  members   having  any   appointment^  or 
receiving  a  single  maravedi,  it  will  be  seen, 
when  the  list  of  donations  is  published,  that 
they  have  contributed,  as  well  as  the  rest,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  means,  in  supply- 
ing funds  for  the  gknious  defence  of  our  be- 
loved king  Ferdinand  VII.  our  liberty,  and 
our  most   sacred  rights.      Indefatigable   in 
the  important    duties  of    this  great   under- 
taking, the  junta  have  devoted   every  day, 
since  their  first  meeting,  to  public  business 
exclusively,    to  the    neglect  and  contempt 
of    their  private    affairs,    abandoning  their 
homes  and  interests,  and   having  incessantly 
two  of  their  body  on  duty  during  the  night, 
to  attend  to  any   emergency  which  might 
occur  in  the  critical  circum.stances  wherein 
we  were  placed. — Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of 
the  conduct  of  th  s  supreme  junta.     It  will 
more  fully  explain  it,  in  a  manifesto  which 
shall  contain  a  true  and  more  particular  ac- 
count of  all  its  proceedings.     In  the  mean- 
time, it  hastens  to  submit  to  the  public  this 
short  and   frank  statement,  in  order  to  give 
a  check  to  malignity,  and   to   remove  those 
sinister    impressions   which   malice,    false- 
hood,   and   ignorance,     are    making  every 
etibrt   to  propagate.      This  supreme  junta 
has  not  known,    nor    will   it    know,    any 
other  princijiles  thaw  those  of  constantly  ap- 
proring  and   supporting   the  truly  patriotic 
views  and  efforts  of  all   the   provinces,  in 
defence  of  the  most  just  cause  of  any   re- 
corded  in    the  hisiory    of    the   world — the 
united  exertion  of  all  our  energies  to  expel 
the  satellites  of  despotism  from  every  part 
of  the  kingd(jm — the   integrity  of  the  mo- 
narchy, and  a  complete  concert   in  all  our 
plans  and  operations,  in  order  to  plant  upon 
the  Pyrennees  the   triumphant  standards  of 
our  king,  as  harbingers  of  the  deliverance 
of  Kurope,  forerunners  of  the   destruction 
of  the  tyrant  who  endeavours   to  subjugal* 
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it,  and   monuments  of  the  immortal  glory 
of    the    Spanish  nation. — Juan    Bautista 
EsTELLER,  Chief  Secretary, 
Manifesto  to   the  Inhabitants  of  Sarragnssa. 
Dated  Head  (Quarters,  Sarragossa,  Sept. 
20,   1808. 
The  heroic  defence  of  Sarragossa,  which 
has  been  made  by  the  magnanimous  inhabi- 
tants of  that  city,  and  its  vicinity,  is   the 
object  of  admiration  to  all  parties,  and  will 
be  so  to   future   ages.     The   constancy,  in- 
flexibility, and  calmness,  with  which  they 
resisted  the   incessant   assault  of  an  enemy, 
who  every  day  attacked,  and  who  every  day 
was  conquered,  shew  that  their   hearts  are 
animated  by  the  most  noble  sentiments,  and 
evince,  that  those  virtues  which  best  secure 
the  independence  of  a  people,  are  not   lost 
to  Spain,  and  at  the   same  time   teach   us 
what  may  be  done  by  a  people  resolved  to 
be  free  ;  of  their  resolution  and  valour,  I 
•have  been  a  constant  witness,  and  have  ever 
seen  them  as  great  in  their  resolves,  as  noble 
in  their  deeds  ;  the  happiest  of  my  days  will  i 
be  that  in  which  I  shall  inform  our  beloved 
king,  Ferdinand  the  VII.,  what  they  deserve  ' 
for  their  fidelity,  their  valour,  their  loyalty, 
and    the  ardent   aft'ection   with  which  they 
adore  him  :  but   till  that  day  arrives,  what 
they  have  done   shall  not  remain  wilhwut  a 
distinguished  mark  to  perpetuate  its  memory : 
therefore,  reserving   to  myself  to  distribute 
particular    rewards    to  such  individuals  as 
may  have  merited  them  by  eminent  services, 
as    soon  as     I  shall   have  received  accounts 
sufficiently  accurate  to  enable  me  to  make  a 
jubt  distribution,   I    have  resolved    to  grant 
as  I   do  grant,  in  the  name  of  our  august 
sovereign,  Ferdinard  VII.  to  all  the  inhabit- 
ants  of   the   vicinity   of   this   city    and  its 
districts,  that  they  now  and  hereafter  shall 
always  enjoy   the  privilege   never  to  be  ad- 
judged by    any  tribunal  in  any  case,  except 
for  treason  or  blasphemy,  to  any  elisgraceful 
punishment  j      which     privilege     shall    be 
perpetual,    invariable,    and   peculiar,  to  all 
the  citizens  of  whatever  class,  sex,  age,  and 
condition,  they  may  be  without  any  person 
otfering    to     contradict    or    act      contrary 
to    its    tenor  5    but,    on   the  contrary,    all 
shall     be    careful  punctually   to  fultil    and 
execute  it  ;  for  which  end  an  edict  shall  be 
passed,  authorised  by   the   royal  audience, 
and  transmitted  to   the  hall  of  justice,  and 
magistracy  of  the  city.      And   that  it  may 
be   known  up.to  all,  itshall  be  published  on 
the  vigil  of  ihe  city's  most  sacred  protector, 
our  Lady  of  Pilar,  by    proclamiUion,  with 
trumpets,  &c.  in  the  accustomed  form,  and 
shall  be  fixed  up  in  the  public  places,  and 
circulated  besides  in  all  the  cities,  towns^ 


and  villages  in  the  kingdom,  that  to  all  may 
be   known    the  just  reward   of  the  valour, 
fidelity,  and  constancy  of  this  capiial,  which 
has  given   me  the  most  heartfelt  pleasure, — 
JosKPu  Palai-ox  -i  Mei-zi. 
PioclditiatiQii   by   Brigadier' General    Count 
de  San  Roman,   Colonel  of  the   Regiment 
of  Infantry    of    the   Princess,    and   Pro- 
visional   Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Di- 
vision   of    the  North,    lately   arrived  in 
Spain  ;  addressed  to  the  Troops  'who  com' 
pose   it,  drawn  up  in   Line,  in    Celebra- 
tion  of  the    Birth-Day    of   our    august 
and  beloved    Sovereign,     Ferdinand   FlI, 
the  \4th.  oj  October,  "iSOS. 
Soldiers, — The     general-in  chief,    mar- 
quis de  la  Piomana,  on  his  departure  from 
Gotttnbutgh,  committed  to  me  the  honour- 
able charge  of  commanding  you  j  and  as  he 
has  not  yet  been  able  to  rejoin  us,   I  think 
it  right  not  to  delay  any  Iwiiger  stating  to  yon, 
what,  I  am  convinced,  he  would  have  done 
under   the   present   circumstances  — Absent 
from  your  country  upwards  of  700  leagues, 
and  kept  in  complete  ignorance  of  its  fate, 
your  loyalty  was  tried  by  seduction,  and  ex- 
posed to  acts  the  most  arbitrary,  oppressive^ 
and  unjust ;  but  faithful  to  your  banners  and 
your    lawful  sovereign,  you  knew  how  to  re 
sist  them  with  unshaken   firmness,  and   to 
live  and  die,  united  with  your  country,  was 
the  sole  wish  you  unanimously  entertained 
and  expressed.-— Under  these  circumstances, 
through   the  interposition  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, direct  intelligence  reached  us  of  the 
situation  ofour  country, andofher  anxious  de- 
sire to  obtain  our  assistance.     You  immedi- 
ately united  all  to  afford  her  your  aid  ;    but 
obstacles,  almost  insurmountable,  obstruct- 
ed the  attainment  of  that  end.     Nothing, 
however,  was  capable  to  make  youshrink  from 
your  firm  resolve.  Great  were  the  privations-, 
fatigues,  and  incessant  dangers,  with  which 
you  had  to  struggle,  in  order  to  attain  your 
purpose,  but  you  bore  up  under  them   all 
with  that  heroic  perseverance  and  kind  of 
satisfaction,  which  the  most  exalted  patriot- 
ism alone  can   inspire, —  Divine  Providence 
could  not  but  favour  a  cause  so  just ;  and 
guided   by  that  Providence,  we  succeeded, 
under  the  powerful  and  energetic  protection 
of  a  great  and  generous  mtion,  now  our  ir- 
timate  ally,  to  surmount  all  obstacles,  and 
tread  again  our  anxiously  desired  native  soil. 
When  you  set  foot  on  it,  you  all  expressed 
the   most  lively  emotion  of  heartfelt  joy  ; 
and  corresponding  demonstrations   of  your 
countrymen,  convinced  you  of  their  joyful 
feelings  on  the   happy  occasion.      A  truly 
memorable  day,    warranted   by   the  public 
expression  of   sentiments  worthy  of  tru« 
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Spanish      patriotism,       the      memory     ot 
which    will,    no    doubt,    be  handed  down 
to    the    latest    posterity    with    the  glorious 
history   of   its   name.  —  We  have   :ilrcidy 
ioined  in  jiis  temples   to   otier  up    tlianks- 
givings  to  the  Most  Hijh,  who  vouchiaU-d 
to  dispase  this,  and  to  implore  with  t'erveiU 
prayers  the   continuance  ot  his  support. — 
Now  we  are  under  arms,  ecjoyin;^  the  bliss- 
ful des:iny  of  celebrating  in  our  native  laud 
tlie    birih  iUy  of  our    sovereign    Ftrd.nand 
VII       to  ro'^iore  him  to  his  throne,  and  to 
reign  lull  of  spien.lour,  prosperity,  and  glo- 
ry.    Your  anximis  desire  to  march  ibr  that 
purpose,  and  to  share  in  the  laurels  of  our 
gallant  companions  \n  arms,  who  have  co- 
vered  themselves  with  glory,  shall  soon  bo 
fultiiN.'d. — But,  soldiers,  in  order  to  .■>ecure 
thtj  attainment  of   your   wish,    you  should 
constantly  bear  in  mind,   lh.it  order  and  dis- 
cipline must  be  scrupulously  observed,  and 
unremitting  vigilance  displayed  in  the  ser- 
vice.    The  least  fault  or  omission  on    this 
head   would  no  longer  prove   injurious   to 
those  unforumale   people   with   whom  you 
formeryl  acted,  and   who  still  groan  uuirler 
the  lieavy  oppression  of  the  perfidious  enemy 
■who  endeavoured  to  impose    his   iron    yoke 
also  on  our  country,  but  hurts  and  distresses 
your    worthy  conntrymen,   your  brethren, 
ill  fine,  those  who  so  generously   step  for- 
ward   to   share  our    fatigues   and   alleviate 
them.      Every   offender  shall  therefore  be 
promptly  punished  with  the  ut.most  severity, 
and   deserves^  besides,  to  be  turned  out  of 
your  ranks,    as   unworthy  of    the  Spanish 
name,    because  he    could    render    himself 
.guilty  of   misconduct   in  circumstances  so 
interesting  and   important.  — But  I   feel  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  a  case  so  disgraceful  will 
never  happen  ;   my  conviction  on  this  head, 
arises  from  your  good  coiidiict  and  fervent 
patriotism.    I  Ii?ive  merely  to  add,  that  when 
trtie  day  so  much  desired  shall  come,  to  front 
gur  enemy,  you  shall  always  find   me   by 
your  sidej   I   will  share  all  your   dangers, 
and,    jointly   uith   the    gallant   and   distin- 
guished  officers  by    whom  you    are    com- 
manded, we  will  shew  the  world,  that  if  a 
glorious  death,    in    the  field  of  honour,  be 
at  all  limes  the  darling  object  of  the  wishes 
©f    Spanish    soldier?,    how    much   more  .so 
must  it  be  for  those  wh;3  arc  fighting  for  a 
cause  the  most  ju.^t  and  most  sacred  ;  a  cause 
in  which  the  defence  of   our    holy  religion, 
and  of  eur  beloved  lawful  sovereign,  P'erdi- 
nand  VI f,  and  the  dignity  and  independence 
of  our   native  land,  are  equally  concciaed  ! 
— Count  de  San  Roman. 
jicldress  of  the  Central  Junta  to  the  Spa/iish 
Nation.  Dated  Nov.  21,  JSOb. 
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Spaniards  !— TheCentral  Junta  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom,  after  havifig  taken 
all  measures  in  its  power  to  defeat  the  ene- 
my, who,  continuing  his  attacks,  has  ad- 
vanced into  the  neighbourhood  of  Samo- 
zierra,  afldres^es  you,  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  you  upon  your  guard  against  the  in- 
trigues with  which  the  perfidious  agents  of 
Nai)oleon  endeavour  to  alarm  and  deceive 
you,  by  increasing  the  number  of  the  enemy's 
troop.i,  who  hardiv  atnount  to  eight  iheu- 
sand  (nen,  according  to  the  reports  made  by 
the  Generals  whom  the  Junta  has  charged 
with  the  defence  of  ihe  important  post  of 
Guadarram-i. — Inhabitants  of  Madrid  ! — ^The 
country  stands  in  need  of  your  exertions  ; 
your  circumspection,  and  patriotism,  are 
the  bulwarks  on  which  it  chiefly  rests  its  de- 
fence. The  Junta  trusts  that  you  will  know* 
how  to  support  the  dispositions  of  your 
Capiain-Gviueral,  and  of  the  tribunal  of  vi- 
gilance, in  order  to  discover  and  dehver  to 
the  inexorable  arm  of  the  law,  all  traitors, 
who  will  now  exert  themselves  more  than 
ever  to  introduce  disorder,  and  paralyse  the 
activity  with  which  you  must  be  present  at 
all  parts,  which  will  be  pointed  out  to  you  ; 
bearing  in  mind  the  'id  day  of  May,  when, 
deprived  of  all  assistance,  and  even  of  the 
liberty  to  defend  yourselves,  you  struck  the 
whole  nation  with  astonishment  by  your  loy- 
alty and  valour. — The  Central  Junta  feels 
at  a  loss  to  express  to  you  the  confidence 
which  the  enthusiasm,  with  which  the  sol- 
diers of  the  nation  ])repare  themselves  to 
beat  the  enemies  of  our  beloved  Sovereign 
Ferdinand  VII,  of  our  country,  and  our  re- 
ligion, inspires  them  ;  our  allies,  the  Eng- 
lish, convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  causa 
wo  defend,  and,  animated  by  the  same  en- 
thusiasm, are  invited,  and  ready  to  march 
to  Escurial,  where  they  are  at  [iresent  to  re- 
inforce the  position  cliosen  by  our  wise  Ge- 
neral, and  support  the  operation  of  our  van, 
which  must  already  have  commenced  toen- 
ga^^o  the  slaves  of  the  tyrant  who  oppresses 
all  nations.  Spaniards  !  cowardice,  inspi- 
red by  treason,  will,  no  doubt,  try  means 
to  augment  the  dangers,  exaggerated  by  the 
ill  J.ispo^ed,  in  order  lo'fruatrate  the  mea- 
sures pursued  by  the  Junta,  which  places 
implicit  confidence  in  your  unex-impled  fida 
lity  and  obedience. — Royal  Palace  of  Aran- 
jucz,  Nov.  21,  1603.  By  order  of  tl^e 
Supreme  Junta. — Martin  de  Garay. 

America. — Message  'tf  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to  the  Senate  and   House  of 
Representatives.     November  Q,    1808 
It  would  have  been  a   source,  fellow-citi- 

zcnis  of  aiuch  gratificiiiion,    if  our  last  com- 
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mnnications"  from  Europe  had  enabled  me 
to  inform  you,  that  the  belligerent  nations, 
whose  disregard  of  neutral  right  has  been  so 
destructive  to  our  commerce,  had  become 
awakened  to  the  duty  and  the  policy  of  re- 
voking their  unrighteous  edicts  That  no 
means  might  be  omitted  to  produce  this  sa- 
lutary efl'ect',  I  lost  no  time  in  availing  my- 
self of  the  act  authorising  a  suspension  in 
whole,  or  in  part  of  the  several  embargo 
laws.  Our  ministers  at  London  and  Paris 
were  instructed  to  explain  to  the  respective 
governments  there,  our  disposition  to  exer- 
cise the  authority  in  such  manner  as  would 
withdraw  the  pretext  on  which  the  aggres- 
sions were  originally  founded,  and  open 
the  way  for  a  renewal  of  that  commercial 
intercourse,  which  it  was  alledged,  on  all 
sides,  had  been  reluctantly  obstructed.  As 
each  of  these  govej-nments  had  pledged  its 
readiness  to  concur  in  renouncing  a  measure, 
which  reached  its  adversary  through  the  in- 
contestible  rights  of  neutrals  only,  and  as  the 
measure  had  been  assumed  by  each  as  a  re- 
taliation for  an  asserted  acquiescence  in  the 
aggressions  of  the  other,  it  was  reasonably 
expected  that  the  occasion  would  have  been 
seized  by  both,  for  evincing  the  sincerity  of 
their  professions,  and  for  restoring  to  the 
United  States  its  legitimate  freedom.  The 
instructions  to  our  ministers,  with  respect  to 
the  different  belligerents,  were  necessarily 
modihed  with  a  reference  to  their  different 
circumstances,  and  to  the  condition  annex- 
ed by  law  to  the  executive  power  of  suspen- 
sion, requiring  a  degree  of  security  to  our 
commerce,  which  would  not  result  from  a 
repeal  of  the  decrees  of  France.  Instead  of 
a  pledge^  therefore,  for  a  suspension  of  the 
embargo  as  to  her,  in  case  of  such  a  repeal, 
it  was  presumed  that  a  sufficient  inducement 
might  be  found  in  other  considerations,  and 
particularly  in  the  change  produced  by  a 
compliance  wish  our  just  demands,  by  one 
belligerent,  and  a  refusal  by  the  other,  ia 
the  relations  between  this  other  aad  the 
United  States.  I'o  Great  Britain,  whose 
power  on  the  ocean  is  so  ascendant,  it  was 
deemed  not  inconsistent  with  that  condition, 
to  slate,  explicitly,  that  on  her  rescindmg 
her  orders  in  relation  to  the  counnerce  of  the 
Unied  States,  their  trade  would  be  opened 
with  her,  and  remain  shut  to  her  enemy,  in 
case  of  his  fiiilure  to  rescind  his  decress  also. 
Fro'tn  France  no  answer  has  been  received, 
nor  any  indication  that  therequisite  change  in 
her  decrees  is  contemplated.  The  favoura- 
ble reception  of  the  proposition  to  Great 
Britain  was  the  less  to  be  doubted,  as  her 
orders  of  council  had  not  only  been  referred 
for  their  vindication  to  an  acquifjscenee  on 


the  part  of  the  United  States,  no  longer  to 
be  pretended  J  but  as  thearraiigement  pro- 
posed, whilst  it  resisted  the  illegal  decrees 
of  France,  involved,  moreover,  substantially 
the  precise  advantages  professedly  aimed 
at  by  the  British  orders.  The  arrange- 
ment has,  nevertheless,  been  rejected. • 

This  candid  and  liberal  experiment  having 
thus  failed,  and  no  other  event  having  occur- 
red on  which  a  suspension  of  the  embargo  by 
the  executive  was  authorised,  it  necessarily 
remains  in  the  extent  originally  given  to  it. 
We  have  the  satisfaction,  however,  to  re- 
flect, that  in  return  for  the  privations  im- 
posed by  the  measure,  and  which  our  Isllow- 
cilizens,  in  general,  have  borne  with  pa- 
triotism, it  has  had  the  imporianteffectsof  sav- 
ing our  mariners,  and  our  vast  mercantile 
propel fy,  as  well  as  of  affording  time  for 
prosecuting  the  defensive  and  provisional 
measures  called  for  by  the  occasion.  It  has 
demonstrated  to  foreign  nations  the  modera- 
tion and  firmness  which  govern  our  councils, 
and  to  our  citizens  the  necessity  of  uniting 
in  support  of  the  laws  and  the  rights  of  their 
country;  and  has  thus  long  frustrated  those 
usurpations  and  spoliations  which,  if  resist- 
ed, involved  war ;  if  submitted  to,  sacri- 
liced  a  vital  principle  of  our  national  inde- 
pendence.— Under  a  continuance  of  the  bel- 
ligerent measures^  which,  in  defiance  of 
laws  which  consecrate  the  rights  of  neutrals, 
overspread  the  ocean  witii  danger,  it  will 
rest  with  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  decide 
on  the  course  best  adapted  to  such  a  state  of 
things  ;  and  biinging  with  them,  as  they  do, 
from  every  pari'  of  the  Union,  the  senti- 
ments of  our  constituents,  my  confidence  is 
strengthened  that  in  forming  this  decision, 
thty  will,  with  an  unerring  regard  to  the  es- 
sential rights  and  interests  of  the  nation, 
weigh  and  compare  the  painful  alternative* 
out  of  which  a  choice  is  to  be  made.  Nor 
should  I  do,  justice  to  the  virtues  which  on 
other  occasions  have  marked  the  character  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  if  i  did  not  cherish  an 
equal  conhdence  that  the  alternative  chosen, 
wl'.atever  it  may  be,  will  be  maintained 
with  all  the  fortitude  and  patriotism  which, 
the  crisis  ought  to  inspire.— The  docu- 
ments containing  the  correspondences  on 
the  subject  of  the  foreign  edicts  against  our 
commerce,  with  the  instructions  given  to 
our  ministers  at  London  and  Paris,  are  now 
laid  before  you. — The  communication  made 
to  Congress  at  their  last  session  explained 
the  posture  in  which  the  close  of  the  discus- 
sions relating  to  the  attack  by  a  British  iliip 
of  war  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  left  a  sub- 
ject on  which  the  nation  had  manifested  so 
honourable  a  sensibility.  Every  view  of  what 
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had  passed  authorised  a  belief" tliat  immediate 
steps  would  be  taken  by  the  British  govein- 
jnciit  tor  rediessii)o-  a  wrong,  wl»ich,  the 
more  it  was  investigated,  appeared  the  more 
clearly  to  require  what  had  not  been  provid- 
ed tor  in  the  special  mission.  It  is  found 
that  no  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  pur- 
pose. On  the  contrary,  it  wid  be  seen  in 
the  documents  laid  before  you,  that  the  in- 
admissible preliminary  which  obstructs  the 
adjustment  is  still  adhered  to  ;  and,  more- 
over, that  it  is  HOW  brought  into  connexion 
with  the  distinct  and  irrelative  case  of  the 
orders  in  council.  The  instructions  which 
had  been  given  to  our  ministers  at  London, 
with  a  view  to  focilitate,  if  necessary,  the 
reparation  claimed  by  the  United  States,  are 
nicluded  in  the  documents  communicated  — 
Our  relations  with  the  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope iiave  undergone  no  material  changes 
since  your  last  session.  The  important  ne- 
gociations  with  Spain,  which  had  been  alter- 
nately suspended  and  resumed,  necessarily 
experience  a  pause,  under  the  extraordinary 
and  interestmg  crisis  which  distinguishes  her 
internal  situation. — With  theBarbary  powers 
wecontinuein  harmony,  wiih  the  exception 
of  an  unjustitiable  proceeding  of  tlie  Dey  of 
Algiers  towards  our  consul  to  that  regency. 
Its  character  and  circumstances  are  now  laid 
before  you,  and  will  enable  you  to  decide 
how  far  it  may,  either  now  or  hereafter, 
call  for  any  measures  not  within  the  hmits 
of  the  executive  authority. — With  eur  In- 
dian neighbours  the  public  peace  has  been 
steadily  maintained.  Some  instances  of  in- 
dividual wrong  have,  as  at  other  times,  taken 
place,  but  in  no  wise  implicating  the  will  of 
ihe  nation.  Beyond  the  Mississippi,  the 
loways,  the  Saca,  and  the  Alibamas  have 
delivered  up,  for  trial  and  punishment,  in- 
dividuals from  among  themselves  accused 
of  murdering  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
on  this  side  the  Mississippi  :  the  Creeks  are 
exerting  themselves  to  arest  offenders  of  the 
s.ime  kind,  and  the  Choetaws  have  manifest- 
e  1  their  readiness  and  desire  for  amicable  and 
juit  arrangements,  respecting  depredations 
committed  by  disorderly  persons  of  their 
tribe.  And  generally  from  a  conviction  that 
we  consider  them  as  a  part  of  ourselves,  and 
cherish  with  sincerity  their  rights  and  in- 
terests, the  attachment  of  the  Indian  tribe* 
is  gaining  strength  daily,  is  extending  from 
the  nearer  to  ihe  more  remote,  and  will  am 
ply  requite  us  for  the  justice  and  friendship 
practised  towards  them  ;  husbandry  and 
household  manufacture  are  advancing  among; 
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them  more  rapidly  with  the  southern  than 
the  northern  tribes,  from  circumstances  of 
soil  and  climate  :  and  one  of  the  two  great 
divisions  of  ihe  Cherokee  nation  have  novr 
under  consideration,  to  solicit  the  citizen- 
ship of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  iden- 
tified with  us  in  la  as  and  government,  in  such 
progressive  manner  as  we  shall  think  best. — 
In  consequence  of  the  appropriations  of  the 
last  session  )f  Congress  for  the  security  of 
our  sea- port  towns  and  harb.»urs,  such 
works  of  defence  have  been  erected  as  seem- 
ed to  be  called  for  by  the  situation  of  the 
several  places,  their  relative  importance, 
and  the  scale  of  expence  indicated  by  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation.  These  works 
will  chiefly  be  finished  in  the  course  of  the 
present  season,  except  at  New  York  and 
New  Orleans,  where  most  was  to  be  done  ; 
ar.d  although  a  great  proporton  of  the  last 
appropriation  has  been  expended  on  the 
former  place,  yet  some  further  views  will 
L>e  submitted  to  Congress  for  rendering  its 
security  entirely  adequate  against  naval  en- 
terprize.  A  view  of  what  has  been  done  at 
several  places,  and  of  what  is  proposed  to 
be  done,  shall  be  comaiunicated  a<  soon  as 
the  several  reports  are  received.— Of  the 
gun  boats  authorized  by  the  act  of  December 
last,  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  build 
only  lO!)  in  the  present  yaar  ^  these,  with 
those  before  possessed,  are  sufficient  for 
the  harbours  and  wateis  most  exposed,  and 
the  residue  will  require  little  time  for  their 
construction,  when  it  shall  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary.— Under  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
for  raising  an  additional  military  force,  so 
many  officers  were  immediately  appointed 
as  were  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  ousinesa 
of  recruiting  ;  and  in  proportion  as  it  advanc- 
ed, others  have  been  added.  We  have  reaton 
to  believe  their  success  has  been  satisfactorv, 
although  such  returns  have  not  been  received, 
as  enable  me  to  present  you  a  statement  of 
the  numbers  engaged. — I  have  not  thought 
it  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  last  sea- 
son, to  call  for  any  general  detachments  of 
militia,  or  of  volunteers,  under  the  laws 
passed  for  that  purpose  ;  for  the  ensuing 
season,  however,  they  will  be  required  to 
be  in  rearliness,  should  their  servic*  be 
wanted.  Some  small  and  special  detach- 
ments have  been  necessary  to  maintain  the 
bus  of  embargo,  on  that  portion  of  our 
northern  frontier  which  olTered  peculiar 
Ikcilitieii  for  cv.ision  ;  but  these  were  replaced 
as  soon  as  it  could  be  don«,  by  bodies  of 
new  recruits.     (To  le  cotitmuedj 
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•'  This,  it  seems  to  rae,  is  the  point,  upon  which  the  fate  of  Spain  will  turn.  Uncomm'm,  unheard  of, 
"  exertions  are  required  ;  new  courage,  new  talents,  new  genius,  are  demanded.  To  call  these  forth,  powerful 
"  motives  must  make  their  way,  at  once,  to  the  hearts  of  even  the  lowest  orders  of  the  people.  A  choice 
•'  of  persons,  to  whom  the  people  are  to  be  slaves,  appears  t©  me  to  be  no  motive  at  all.  Hence,  1  con- 
"  elude,  that,  if  the  leaders  in  Spain  persevere  in  making  war  for  the  restoration  of  their  king,  they  will 
"  be  defeated,  and  that  Joseph  Napoleon,  though  the  son  of  a  green-grocer,  will  stand  at  the  head  of  their 
"  new  family  of  sovereigns.  God  forbid  that  such  should  be  the  result;  but,  if  the  struggle  be  made  for 
"  no  better  purpose,  the  failure  of  the  Spaniards  will  be  a  subject  of  regret  witli  those  only,  whose  fears  of 
"  the  conqueror  have  deprived  them  of  the  power  of  reflection." — Political    Register,  Oct.  8,  1808. 
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<|C?'  In  the  present  Number,  which  con- 
cludes the  vokime,  I  have  not,  as  in  the 
former  volumes,  inserted  any  Index.  I  did 
not  myself  tiiid  the  index  useful,  but  the 
Table  of  Contents  very  useful.  I  have, 
therefore,  made  this  Table  much  fuller  than 
usaal,  and  have  so  arranged  the  articles, 
that  any  one  will  be  easily  found.  The 
Official  Papers  stand  first,  the  date  of 
each  being  added  to  the  title  ;  next  come  the 
Letters  from  CoRRESPONnENTS,  the  sub- 
ject and  signature  of  each  being  specified  5 
next  the  Articles  Written  by  the 
Editor,  the  several  topics  of  each  article 
being  mentioned,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
follow  each  other  ;  and,  lastly,  come  some 
Miscellanous  Articles,  which  were 
found  not  to  come  naturally  under  any  of 
the  former  heads.  This  Table  of  itself  will, 
I  am  of  opinion,  be  found  to  be  no  very 
imperfect  chronicle  of  the  events  of  the 
half  year  5  and,  I  am  sure  it  will,  as  far  as 
dates  go,  save  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  the 
way  of  reference. 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Spanish  Revolution. Yes,  for  a  re- 
volution it  will  be,  in  spite  of  all  the  eflforts 
of  the  Central  Junta  and  of  John  Hookham 

Frere. Upon  this  subject  there  has  been 

published  in  the  Courier  newspaper,  of  a 
few  days  ago,  a  long  letter  signed  X.  Y.  con- 
taining accusations  against  Mr.  Waithman, 
the  Edinburgh  Reviewers,  and  myself. 
The  two  former  need  no  defence,  seeing  that 
the  writer  has  inserted  a  passage  from  Mr. 
Waithman's  speech,  and  also  from  the  Re- 
view, which  passages  will  do  great  good,  and 
will  be  remembered  to  advantage  when  the 
accusation  against  the  authors  are  forgotten. 
As  to  myself,  I  notice  this  writer  be- 
cause his  letter  opens  the  way  for  an  ex- 
posure of  those,  by  whom,  in  all  proba- 
bility he  is  paid,  and  aftbrds  me  an"  oppor- 
tunity of  placing  in  a  new  light  many  things, 
which  cannot  be  too  strongly  imprinted 
upon  the  public  mind.— —The  accusation 
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against  me  is  this  :  That  though  I  might 
like  well  enough  to  see  th^  Spaniards  in  a 
state  of  revolution,  I  could  not  wish  them 
success,  when  I  considered  that  they  were 
opposing  Buonaparte,  who  had  so  oftea 
humbled  the  English  government,  and  all 
the  friends  of  the  English  constitution  ; 
that  it  went  against  me  to  applaud  those  who 
were  hostile  to  one,  who  had  so  often  grati- 
fied the  feelings  of  the  opponents  of  the 
English  ministers,  and  especially,  as  the 
Spaniards  were  fighting  for  their  lawful 
sovereign,  and  not  for  a  rights  of- m>an  go- 
vernment;  that,  accordingly,  I  set  to  work, 
on  the  24th  of  June  last  past,  to  alartn 
weak  persons  in  this  country,  lest  England 
should  associate  herself  with  a  new  race  of 
Robespieneans ;  that,  thus,  at  a  moment, 
when  all  ranks  and  all  parties  were  enthusi- 
astic in  the  Spanish  cause,  when  the  few, 
who,  from  party  feeling,  were  less  warm  thaa 
the  multitude,  dared  noteven  murmur  dissent, 
"  that  good  patriot  Mr.  Cobbett,  truly  in- 
"  stigated  by  the  devil,  stepped  forth,  with 
"  a  hellish  spirit,  to  throw  the  apple  of  dis- 
*'  cord  amongst  us  5"  and,  that,  if  this 
writer  could  suppose  it  true,  as  he  is  Jirmly 
persuaded  it  is  utterly  false,  that  any  per- 
son in  this  country,  from  the  king  to  the 
cobler,  dreaded  the  success  of  the  Spanish 
patriots  as  tending  to  excite  a  spirit  of  re- 
volution in  this  country,  he  should  set  down 
the  shame  of  that  delusion  to  the  Patriot 
William  Cobbett,  who  was  the  first  to  en- 
gender a  factious  feeling  on  a  cause,  respect- 
ing which  this  whole  nation  was  unani- 
mous ;  a  cause,  on  the  success  of  which  de- 
pended the  dearest  interests,  not  only  of 
England,  but  of  the  world. Now,  sup- 
posing, for  argument's  sake,  all  this  to  be 
true.  Supposing.,  that,  with  the  devil  at 
my  back,  I  did  use,  on  the  23th  of  June 
last,  and  have  continued  ever  since  to  use 
my  utmost  endeavours  to  persuade  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  that,  to  carry  on  war  for 
Ferdinand  was  the  way  to  fail,  and  that,  by 
a   different  way  of  proceeding  something 
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would  be  brought  about  that  I  wished  to  see 
brought  about.  Supposing  this,  and  all 
the  rest  of  it.  What  harm  have  I  done  ? 
My  advice  was  not  followed.  The  ministry, 
and  all  those  whom,  upon  such  occasions, 
they  call  forth  to  adtiress  the  king,  and 
praise  them,  have  set  their  faces  against  my 
wicked  council.  They  have  made  war  for 
Ferdinand ;  they  are  still  at  it  ;  and,  as 
they  will  have  all  the  benefits  of  such  a  line 
of  policy ;  as  the  cause  will  not  have 
been  injured  by  me  and  the  devil,  why  set 
up  a  whining  complaint  against  us  r  Had 
we  indeed,  succeeded  in  persuading  the 
ministry,  or  any  part  of  this  besotted  nation, 
to  follow  our  hellish  advice,  and  had  the 
cause  then  failed,  there  would  have  been 
some  ground  of  complaint  against  us  ;  but, 
the  wise  and  godly  were  upon  their  guard 
against  us  ;  they  have  made,  and  are  making, 
war  for  Ferdinand.  "  Great  luck  "  to  them, 
again  I  say  ;  but,  if  they  fall,  let  them  not 
throw  the  blame  upon  the  devil  and  me. 
——I  feel  little  disposition  to  justify  myself 
against  the  false  charges  of  this  assailant ; 
for,  any  one,  who  can  believe  me  to  have  a 
friendly  feeling  towards  Buonaparte,  and 
that  I  mourned  at  the  thought  of  seeing 
him  defeated  ;  any  such  person  is  beneath 
my  notice,  and  must  be  too  foolish  and  in- 
significant a  creature    to  have   any  weight 

in    society,  more    than    a   mouse. But, 

there  is  one  passage  of  this  charge  that  I 
cannot  refiain  from  noticing  in  a  manner 
somewhat  more  particular  ;  and  that  is,  the 
passage,  wherein  this  writer  speaks  of  the 
*'  English  constitniion''  which  he,  accord- 
ing to  the  invariable  custom  of  the  hirelings, 
identifies  with  the  English  ministry,  and 
■which  constitution  it  is  my  wish,  and  my 
constant  endeavour,  to  assist  in  restoring 
and  preserving.  But,  I  must  be  excused, 
if  I  differ  from  this  writer  as  to  who  are  the 
great  enemies  of  that  constitution  ;  he  will, 
I  hope,  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  me, 
if  1  do  not  clearly  perceive  any  harm  that 
Buonaparte  has  done  to  it,  while  I  can  see, 
that  much  harm  has  been  done  to  it,  and  is 
now  doing  to  if,  by  the  corruptors,  the  cor- 
rupted, the  peculat(;rs  and  plunderers,  in 
England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  These 
appear  to  me  to  be  the  best  friends  that 
Buonaparte  has  in  this  kingdom ;  and,  of 
these  I  am  a  bitter,  and  would  fain  be,  a 
mortal  enemy.  It  is  to  persons  of  this 
description  that  Buonaparte  owes  all  his 
conquests  ;  and  it  is  from  them,  that  we 
everywhere  hear  charges  of  disloyalty  pre- 
ferred against  those,  who  complain  of  their 
infamous  robbericb  and  ojip'esiion.  Year 
after   year  the  woik  of  conquest  goes  on. 


Every  Christmas  sees  a  kingdom  or  two  fall 
beneath  the  conqueror.  Still  the  hireling 
crew  change  not  their  tone.  Still  ihey  can 
discover  no  fault  in  the  old  system  of  oppo- 
sition to  him.  Still  they  cling  to  the  rotten 
stump  that  is  crumbling  away  before  him. 
Slili  they  continue  to  excuse  all  those,  who 
recommend  that,  out  of  which  alone  could 
spring  the  means  of  effectual  resistance  of 
his  terrible  power,  and  still  more  terrible 
policy,  A.nd,  still  the  cowed-down,  the 
confounded,  the  besotted  nation,  lends  but 
too  favourable  an  ear  to  their  crafty  misre- 
presentations.  Nothing  can  better  dis- 
cover the  character  of  this  writer,  than  a 
complaint,  which  he  makes  again.st  the 
Edinburgh  Reviewers,  on  account  of  what 
he  calls  "  their  infamous  attack  upon  Ce- 
"  vallos."  1  am  obliged  to  the  Courier 
for  the  extracts  from  this  Review,  my  copy 
of  the  number  which  contains  it,  not 
having  yet  reached  me.  1  do  not,  therefore, 
know  what  these  celebrated  Reviewers  have 
said  of  Cevallos  ;  but,  I  am  not  a  little 
pleased  to  find,  that  men,  of  such  talents  as 
they  are,  should  have  taken  up  an  exposition 
of  him,  and  his  barefacedly  lying  publi- 
cation. No  matter  with  the  peculators, 
however.  Cevallos  is  now  for  the  sch-me 
of  things  that  suits  them  ;  and,  therefore, 
though  he  served  the  three  kings  successive- 
ly ;  though  he  deserted  each  of  them,  the 
moment  they  were  deserted  by  power; 
though  he  was,  by  Buonaparte,  thought 
worthy  of  the  highest  confidence ;  and 
though  he  actually  took  a  post  uuder,  and 
went  to  Madrid  with  king  Joseph  :  notwitti- 
standing  all  this,  he  is,  amongst  the  pecu- 
lators, a  most  respectable  person  ;  every 
word  he  says  is  to  be  believed;  we  are  to 
look  upon  him,  and  .speak  of  him,  as  a  pat- 
tern of  loyalty  and  fidelity  ;  and,  if  we  dare 
to  think  or  act  oiherwise,  we  are  to  be  set 
down  as  men  "  truly  instigated  by  the  devil," 
and,  which  is  worse,  as  men   "  who  do  not 

"  sincerely    hate    Buonaparte." Verily, 

this  loyalty  of  Cevallos  is  a  pretty  good 
specimen.  Under  similar  circumstances, 
in  other  kingdoms,  there  would  be  a  great 
plenty  of  Cevalloses.  It  has  always  been 
so;  and,  I  dare  say,  that  the  writer  of  the 
letter,  upon  which  I  am  now  commenting, 
would,  as  far  as  his  station  and  capacity 
would  allow,  be  a  faithful  imitator  of  that 
loyal  gentleman,  though  he  would  now 
assist  to  imprison  or  to  hang  any  man,  who 
should  call  for  a  reform  of  abuses,  and 
whom,  for  tli.it  reason  alone,  he  would  ac- 
cuse of  disloyal  intentions. 

Portugal.         From    a    proclamation, 
which  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  thi« 
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Number,  it  appears,  that  our  troops,  in 
Portugal,  have  become  an  object  of  didike, 
at  least,  if  not  of  hoslility,  with  the  people 
of  that  country.  The  proclamation  fairly 
warrants  this  inference;  for,  otherwise, 
why  call  upon  the  people  to  restrain  their 
Jury,  and  assure  them,   that  the  English  are 

not    become  French  ? The    Intendant, 

whose  name  is  to  the  proclamation,  assures 
the  people,  that  the  English  are  not  come 
in  the  character  of  conquerors  ;  bul  to  tree 
the  Portuguese  from  slavery  ;  and,  then,-  he 
enters  into  some  general  reasoning,  in  order 
to  show,   that  what  he  states  must  be   true. 

Now,  though  Jam  not  at   all  disposed 

to  controvert    the   statements,  and    still   less 
the  reasonings,  of  the  Intendant,  I  must  be 
allowed  to  ask,  how  it   came    to    pass,  that 
any  such  assurances  were  thought  necessary  ? 
How   the    Portuguese,  or  any  considerable 
part  of  them,  C3ime  to  suppose,  or  tcf  appear 
to  suppose,  or  act  as   if  they  supposed,  that 
the  English  were  come  as  conquerors  ?     Or, 
how  they  came  to  need  any  assurances,  that  i 
the  English  came  to  free  them  from  slavery  ?  ! 
I  should,  J  must   confess,  like  to  have  an  ; 
answer  to  these  questions  ;  because,  to  me,  j 
it  appears  to  be  of  vast  moment   to  ascertain   ' 
the  causes,   which  led  the  people  to  be   in   a   - 
state  of  uncertainty  as  to  these  very  material  ', 
points.      There  were    persons  in    England,   I 
who,  the   moment  they  saw   them,  appre-  j 
hended  serious  michiefs  from  our  "  ardent- 
minded  "    proclamations   in    Portugal,     and   | 
amongst  these  persons  were  the  editors  of 
the  two  principal  English  daily   prints,  the 
Morning    Chronicle    and    the  Times ;    but, 
there  must,  I   think,  be   some   cause  more 
remote  than  this  ;   for,  those  proclamations, 
would    hardly,    one    would    suppose,    have 
been  issued,  unless    something  like  discon- 
tent had  already  made  its    appearance.     At 
any  rate,  we  appear   to  be   in  a   difficulty  j 
for,  if  the  proclamations,  just   referred   to, 
were  not  necessary,  then,   there  is  room    to 
suppose,  that  they    have  led  to  the   present 
state  of  discontent  ;  and,   if  necessary,  that 
necessity,    considering  the  tenor  of  them,  is 
a  proof,  that  we  were  not   at    anytime,  or, 
at  least,  after  the  Convention,  very  welcome 
guests  in  Portugal. It  is,  I  fear,  in  Por- 
tugal, as  we  have  seen   it  everywhere  else, 
the  fact,  that  the  great  mass  of   the   people 
feel  little  concern  about    the  ejecting  of  the 
French,     to  whose    wild  and    heroic   sway 
.they  submit  with  more  patience  than    to   the 
sway  of  their  old   governments,  which  sway 

I  need  not  describe. Need  we  ask  what 

is  the  cause  of  this  ?  Need  wo  ask,  why 
Napoleon  meets  with  little- or  no  resistance  ; 
and  that,  whe.i  once  he  has  got  -possession 
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of  a  country,  tlie  peo])]o,  notwithstanding 
all  the  pillaging  that  we  hear  of,  make  no 
efforts  to  get  rid  of  him,  and,  if  delivered 
by  a  third  power,  appear  to  feel  very  little 
pleasure  at  the  event  ?  Courtiers  affect  to 
be  surprised  and  indignant  at  this.  "  Curse 
"  on  the  base  rabble,  not  draw  a  single  trig- 
"  ger  against  the  Corsican  !"  Not  so  pas- 
sionate, gentlemen.  Ba.se  rabble  will  do 
nothing  that  is  high-minded,  so  long  as  they 
are  base  rabble.  Buonaparte,  believe  me, 
has  no  secret  allurements.  He  does  not, 
like  PoiNs,  carry  love-powder  about  him  ; 
or,  if  he  does,  why  do  not  you  order  your 
famous  Apothecary-General  to  send  out  a 
large  packet  with  eacii  of  your  generals? 
You  .scorn,  I  suppose,  the  use  of  such 
means  ?  You  prefer  making  love  after  the 
manner  of  the  Muscovites  ?  No  :  there  is 
no  witchcraft  in  the  matter.  Napoleon  has 
no  trouble  but  to  enter  the  several  countries 
be  means  to  conquer.  The  rest  is  done  rea- 
dy to  his  hands. Here  I  shall  insert   a 

short  paragraph  from  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
and  another  from  the  Courier,  the  latter 
being  an  answer  to  the  former,  and  this 
latter  requiring  some  observations  from  rae, 
containing,  as  it  does,  some  of  those  wicked 
opinions,  which  have  already  produced  so 
much  mischief,  and  which,  I  fear.  Mill 
finally    lead  to    something  bordering    upon 

total  ruin. "  This  state  of  things  sug- 

"  gesls  the  most  serious  reflection.  If  we 
"  have  not  only  to  deliver  the  subjugated 
"  nations  from  the  yoke  f)f  France,  but  af- 
"  terwards  to  employ  our  array  in  forcing 
"  them  to  submit  to  a  government  of  our 
"  establishment,  which  they  detest  equally 
"  with  French  domination,  no  wonder  that 
"  the  woik  of  deliverance  advances  but 
"  slowly.  So  the  secret  comes  out  at  last, 
"  why,  to  the  astonishrnent  of  every  one, 
"  our  army  loitered  so  long  in  Pfc>rtugal, 
"  after  having  apparently  atchieved  the 
"  purpose  for  which  it  was  sent ;  and 
"  the  Morning  Post  seems  tor  once 
"  to  have  let  out  the  truth.  It  was 
"  because  an  army  of  35,000  men  were 
"  necessarv,  to  borrow  the  words  of  the 
"  Ministerial  Journal,  io  constrain  the  rt-- 
"  Jractoni  classes  of  the  Portuguese,  that 
"  that  lamentable  delay  took  place,  which 
''  has  brought  every  thing  to  jeopardy,  per- 
"  haps  to  ruin.  And  it  is  not,  it  seems,  in 
"  the  cause  of  the  people  of  Portugal — it  is 
"  not  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  ind^pen- 
"  dence,  nor  for  our  own  security,  nor 
"  even  for  the  diminution  of  Buonaparte's 
"  rower,  that  the  people  of  England  linve 
"  expended  then*  blood  and  treasure.  We 
"  have  been  spending  our  money  and  shed- 
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*'  ding  OUT  blood  for  a  Regency — for  a 
"  Regency  which  (he  Portuguese  detest, 
"  nnd  whicli  they  detest  us  for  supporting  !" 

Thus  far  the  Morning  Chronicle,  who 

adds,  that  this  is,  for  us,  "  a  miserable 
"  policy  J  a  vile  occupation."  In  such  a 
light  the  thing  must,  one  would  think, 
appear  to  every  unprejudiced  mind.— —Now 
let  us  hear  what  the  Courier  has  to  say, 
preparing  ourselves  for  the  disgusting  cant 
about  party  and  opposition,  to  motives  of 
which  every  thing  unpleasant  is  attempted  to 

be  imputed. "  It   will  perhaps  puzzle 

"  most  of  our  readers  to  discover  in  the 
"  above   events  cause    for  censure   against 

♦'  this  country. But  what  is  too  difficult 

"  for  Opposition  ingenuity  ?  They  consider 
"  these  disturbances  as  having  been  produced 
"  by  the  establishment  of  a  Regency, 
"  which  we  are  said  to  have  forced  upon 
"  them.    The   Regency   was  appointed  by 

"  the   Prince    Regent   himself. As  soon 

"  as  Portugal  was  released  from  the  French 
"  yoke,  we,  who  came  to  assist  the  Portu- 
"  gnese  against  the  French,  who  had  put 
"  down  the  ancient  and  legitimate  Govern- 
*'  ment,  did  (hat  which,  as  the  friend  and 
"  ally  of  the  Prince  Regent,  it  was  our  duty 
"  to  xlo  ;  ire  recognised  the  aicthority  which 
"  the  Prince  had  appointed  to  govern  the 
"  country  in  his  absence.  What  would  the 
"  Opposition  have  had  us  do  ?  Would  they 
"  h  ive  had  us  tell  the  people  to  throw  oft" 
*■'  their  allegiance,  put  themselves  in  a  state 
"  of  revolution,  and  new  cast  and  model 
*'  the  whole  form  of  government  ?  They 
*'  might  then  have  exclaimed  indeed  with 
"  some  justice,    "   Oh   miserable  policy  ! 

"  "  most  vile  occupation  !" But  we  are 

•'  told,  that  were  the  whole  British  army 
*'  to  be  sent,  it  would  be  insufficient  to 
"  defend  Portugal  till  we  had  first  gained 

"  over  the  people  to  our  side and  there- 

♦'  fore  it  is  meant  to  be  recommended,  we 
"  suppose,  (hat  we  should  abandon   Portu- 

"  gal  ;iltogethcr -for  as   to  gaining  over 

"  the  people,  if  delivering  them  from  the 
"  Ficnchdoes  not  produce  that  e(J'ect,  no- 
''  thing  that  we  can  do  iesides  is  calculated 

"  to  produce   it though   the  Opposition 

*''  seem  to  think  that  if  we  were  to  take 
"  I  art  against  the  Regency,  that  is  agiinst 
"  the  authority  of  the  legitimate  Soveieign, 
"  we  should  attach  the  people  amazingly  to 

*'  us. I'hese  revolutionary  counsels  our 

"  Government,  zee   do    not    think,  zt'ill  le 

"  much  inclined  to  fol/ntv But  the  people 

"  of  Portugal  are  said  either  to  dislike  or  to 

"   be  indiftercnl  about  their  government. 

"  ft  way  le  so,  and  we  shall  not  inquire  at 
"  oreieiit  whether  they  have  or  have  not 
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"  reason— —but  we  should  have  thought, 
"  that  any  dislike  or  indijj'erence  they  may 
"  feel  would  have  disappeared,  nay,  would 
"  have  been  converted  into  love  and  attach^ 
''  went,  when  the  question  was,  whether 
"  they  should  submit  to  such  a  Government, 
"  or  to  the  Government  oj  the  French? 
"  Why  have  Prussia,  Naples,  and  Italy 
"  been  conquered  }  we  are  asked  ;  and  we 
''  are  answered  that  it  was  because  the 
"  people  either  felt  dislike  or  indifterenc« 
"  about  their  governments !  And  what  has 
"  been  their  reward  ?  That  they  have  been 
"  placed  under  a  government  compared  (9 
"  which  their  own  was  perfect  happiness 
"  and  freedom.  So  far  then  from  Prussia, 
"  Italy,  and  Naples  furnishing  examples 
"  which  the  Portuguese  might  be  desirous 
"■  of  following,  we  should  have  thought  they 
*'  would  have  afforded  incitements  to  them 
"  to  cling  to  ANY  government,  rather 
"  than,  by  being  indifferent  to  it,  suffer 
"  their   country  to  full  under  the  yoke   of 

"  France. Since   writing  the  above,  we 

"  are  informed  that  the  affairs  to  which  the 
"  proclamation  of  the  intendant  general  of 
"  police  refers,  was  by  no  means  a  very 
"  serious  affair,  and  was  soon  put  an   end 

"  to. It  was  occasioned  by  some  regula- 

"  tion  adopted    respecting  the  market." 

What  a  falsehood  is  here,  as  winder-up  ! 
A  trifling  regulation  about  the  market  ! 
Could  that  have  called  for  such  a  proclama- 
tion as  the  one,  which  has  given  rise  to  this 
discussion  ?  Common  sense  forbids  us  to 
believe  it ;  and  the  man  who  makes  the 
assertion  must  look  upon  his  readers  as 
downright  fools.  Discontents  on  account 
df  a  regulation  about  the  market  call  for  a 
proclamation,  assuring  the  people,  that  the 
English  are  not  come  as  conquerors,  and 
that  they  ate  come  to  free  the  people  from 
slavery  !  Detestable  falsehood  !  But_,  such  are 
the  means,  by  which  this  nation  has  long 
been  dc;luded  from  one  stage  of  danger  to 
another.  What  connection  was  there,  or 
could  there  be,  between  the  political  views 
of  the  king  of  England  and  a  regulation 
about  the  market  at  Oporto  ?  Shameful 
falscliood  !  The  Intendant  issues  a  proclama- 
tion to  stay  the  "  ftiry"  of  the  people,  to 
V  horn  he  speaks  about  llu-  political  views  of 
the  king  of  England,  whon)hedescribesas  too 
wise  to  think  of  enslaving  them.  And,  it 
is  a  procLinialion  like  this,  that  the  shame- 
less hireling  holds  up  to  us  as  the  consequence 
of  ilisturbances  arising  out  of  a  regulation 
about  the  market  at  Oporto!  J t  is  seldom 
thai  I  have  met  with  any  thing  so  impudent 
;is  this. This  writer  tolls  us,  (hat  we  re- 
cognized the  government  of  the  Prince  Re- 
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gent ;  that  we  re-established  that  govern- 
ment;  and  asks,  what  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle would  have  had  us  do.  WJiy,  I  know 
what  I  would  have  done.  I  would  have  as- 
certained what  sort  of  thing,  or  state  of 
things,  the  people  were  iviUing  to  fight  for  ; 
and,  if  I  found  it  inconsistent  with  my  en- 
gagements, or  promises,  to  give  them  that, 
I  would  instantly  have  withdrawn  my  troops, 
being,  as,  I  think,  every  man,  in  his  senses, 
must  be,  convinced,  that,  seeing  the  geo- 
graphical situation  of  Portugal,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  defend  the  country  against  the  French, 
unless  these  are  beaten  by  the  Spaniards, 
without  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Portugal. This  writer,  in  answer 

to  an  opinion,  similar  to  the  one  just  express- 
ed, asks,  if  it  be  meant  to  recommend  the 
ahandomnent  of  Portugal  altogether  ?  for, 
says  be,  "  as  to  gaining  over  the  people,  if 
"  delivering  them  from  the  French  does  not 
"  produce  that  effect,  nothing  that  we  can 
"  do  besides  is  calculated  to  produce  that 
"  effect."  Well  j  but,  we  liave  so  deliver- 
ed them,  aryd  that  effect  has  not  been  pro- 
duced. Will  you,  then,  persevere  in  de- 
feuding  Portugal  without  the  aid,  and  even 
against  the  will,  of  the  people  ?  Will  you 
attempt  to  keep  out  Buonaparte  with  one 
hand,  and  to  keep  down  the  people  of  Por- 
tugal with  the  other?  The  minister  who, 
should  so  apply  the  lives  of  an  English  army, 

would  deserve  to  be  hanged. This  writer 

next  tells  us,  "  that  he  should  have  thought, 
"■  that  any  dislike  or  indifference  the  Portu- 
"  guese  might  have  felt  respecting  their 
"  former  government,  would  have  disap- 
"  peared,  nay,  been  converted  into  love 
"  and  attachment ,  when  the  question  was, 
"  whether  they  should  submit  to  such  a  go- 
"  vernment,  or  the  government  of  the 
"  French."  Aye,  he  might  think  so  ;  and 
many  others  might  think  so,  and  so  they 
may  think  with  respect  to  the  people  of 
ether  countries,  wheie  the  French  have  not 
yet  been.  But,  what  says  experience  ?  Alas  I 
that  which  has,  heretofore,  made  fools 
wise,  has  now,  as  far  as  relates  to  govern- 
ments, lost  its  power  of  inculcation  !  Expe- 
rience has  proved,  has  proved  in  numerous 
instances,  that  the  sway  of  France  has  no 
such  terrific  power  ;  and  that,  where  the 
people  dislike,  or  are  indifferent  about  their 
old  government,  they  are  not  to  be  made  to 
love  it  by  a  dread  of  its  being  succeeded  by 
the  government  of  France.  The  Moining 
Chronicle  did  not  hold  up  the  conduct  of  the 
people  of  Prussia,  Hanover,  and  Italy  as  a7i 
example  to  those  of  Portugal ;  but,  as  exam- 
ples, whereby  we  might  judf^e  of  how  the 
pfcoplo  of  Portugal  were,  und;;jr  similar  cir- 
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cunistances,  likely  to  act;  but,  indeed,  we 
wanted  no  other  example  than  that,  with 
which  we  were  furnished  by  Portugal  herself. 
We  need  not  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
the  assertion,  that  "  compared  with  the 
"  French  government,  established  in  Hano- 
"  ver,  Italy,  and  Naples,  their  own  was 
"  perfect  happiness  and  freedom  ;"  because, 
whatever  may  be  the  fact,  we  know  that  the 
people  have  made  no  exertions  in  behalf  of 
their  own  government  against  the  French. 
■■'  IFe  should  have  thought,"  says  this  writer, 
"  that  the  fate  of  Hanover,  Italy,  and  Ni:- 
"  pies  would  have  afforded  incitements  to 
"  the  people  of  Portugal  to  cling  to  ANY 
"  government,  rather  than  suffer  their 
"  country  to  fall  under  the  yoke  of  France." 
— Aye,  this;  this;  this  is-  the  pernicious; 
this  is  the  execrable  opinion,  that  has  so 
long  and  so  widely  and  so  fatally  prevailed. 
Oh  !  then  you  think,  do  you,  that,  as  long 
as  there  can  be  kept  up,  in  any  country,  a 
dread  of  the  French  "  yoke,"  the  people 
may  be  harrassed  and  insulted,  that  their 
very  entrails  may  be  squeezed  out,  without 
danger  to  their  rulers  ?  This  is  your  opinion, 
is  it  ?  Others  have  proceeded  upon  it,  and 
they  are  now  smarting  under  the  richly-de- 
served consequences.  Others  have  said  : 
"  no;  there  is  no  occasion  for  a  reforn-,  of 
"  abuses;  a  dread  of  the  French  will  do j 
''  we  can  go  on  in  the  old  way ;  a  dread  of 
"  the  French  is  your  only  true  specific  for 
"  silencing  all  complaints,  for  keeping  all 
"  quiet."  Others  have  thus  thought,  and 
they  have  been  mcst  justly  punished.  This 
has  been  the  doctrine,  which  has  bent  the 
continent  beneath  the  feet  of  Buonaparte ; 
and  this  doctrine,  persevered  in,  will  yet 
lead  him  to  conquests,  of  which  the  editor 
of  the  Courier  does  not  appear  to  have 
dreamt. 

Botley,  2Sth  Dec.  1 808. 

COBBETT'S 
COMPLETE    COLLECTION    OF 

State  Trials, 

AND  PROCEEDINGS  FOR  HIGH  TREASON, 
AND  OTHER  CRIMES  AND  MISDEMEANORS, 
FROM  THE  EARLIEST  PERIOD  DOWN  TO 
THE    PRESENT    TIME. 

The  First  Part  of  this  Work  will  be 
published,  at  the  places  and  in  the  manner 
before  notified,  on  Monday  next;  and,  I 
think,  1  may  venture  to  say,  that  it  will  be 
found  to  exceed  any  expectations  that  may 
have  been  raised  by  the  Prospectus.  Of  the 
forty-one  Trials,  or  Proceedings,  contained 
in  this  First  Part,  twenty-five  are  new,  or. 
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which,  as  yet,  have  subsisted,  between  the 
Buyers  and  Growers  of  corn,  would  np 
longer  exist.— 3d.  That  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  Buyers  should  take  from  the  pock- 
ets of  the  Growers  the  discount  proposed  j 
and,  therefore  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  the 
Growers  to  make  every  exertion  to  prevent . 
such  an  imposition  being  practised. — 4th. 
That  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Buyers  of 
corn,  will  create  either  inconvenience  or 
loss  to  the  Growers,  and  may  also  subject 
them  to  have  unpleasant  remarks  made,  on 
the  application  for  their  legal  demands, 
previous  to  the  expiration  of  a  month,  and 
therefore  it  must  be  regarded,  not  only  as 
adverse  to  the  long-established  practice  of 
fair  and  honourable  dealing  j  but  al.so  sub- 
versive of  delicate  and  confidential  transac- 
tions.— 5lh.  That  the  seller  of  any  commo- 
dity, not  being  compelled  to  dispose  of  it, 
except  to  whom,  and  on  what  terms  he 
pleases,  the  intended  combination,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  Resolutions  of  the  Buyers,, 
is  not  only  unprecedented  in  this  market, 
but  believed  to  be  illegal,  and  is  repugnant 
to  those  inherent  and  hitherto  indisputed 
rights  of  the  venders,  which  no  combination 
ought  to  be  permitted  to  annihilate. — 6th, 
That  the  recollection  of  the  length  of  time 
the  Growers  of  corn  have  to  wait  before 
they  can  get  a  fair  retiu-n  for  their  properly 
expended  ought  to  have  due  weii;;ht  with 
evei-y  fri&nd  to  agriculture.— "th.  That  the 
returns  of  men  engaged  in  other  commercial 
pursuits  than  those  of  agriculture,  being  so 
much  more  frequent,  and  so  much  larger, 
the  agricultural  remains  below  the  commer- 
cial interest  in  the  scale  ot profit. — 8ih.  That 
the  transactions  of  this  Meeting  be  printed 
and  laid  in  St.  Andrew's  Hull,  Norwich,  on 
Saturday  next  the  29th  of  October,  to  re- 
ceive the  additional  signatures  of  those 
Growers  of  corn  who  are  inclined  to  main- 
tain their  own  independence,  and  to  unite 
with  this  meeting  in  tht-ir  laudable  exertions 
to  prevent  the  combination  of  the  Buyers 
being  etFected.— 9th.  That  the  Committee 
already  appointed  at  this  Meeting,  shall  as- 
semble at  the  Rampant  Horse  Inn,  Norwich, 
at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day. 
to  adopt  such  further  measures  as  then  may 
be  deemed  necessary,  and  the  attendance  of 
those,  who  are  desirous  to  support  the 
customs  of  the  market  is  earnestly  .solicited. 
—  10th.  That  no  example  tending  to  de- 
feat the  intentions  of  this  Meeting,  shall 
deter  it,  from  abiding  by  these  Resolu- 
tions, which  already  have  obtained  very 
numerous  and  most  re.«pectable  signa- 
tures.—1 1th.  That  the.se  Resolutions  be  ad- 
vertised in  the  Farmer's  Journal,  the  Bury,  and 


at  least,  new  in  this  shape,  and  never  before 
came  into  any  Collection.  That  the  new 
matter  will  bear  this  proportion  all  the  way 
through,  is  not  to  be  expected  ;  but,  1  am 
confident  that  the  difference  between  this 
work  and  those,  which,  under  a  similar 
title,  have  gone  before  it,  will  surprize  even 
those  who  have  most  frequent  had  occasion 
to  perceive  and  to  lament  the  imperfectness 
of  tho.se  works. Some  persons  have  con- 
ceived, from  the  passage  in  my  Prospectus, 
rekiting  to  the  Pleadings,  that  it  was  intend- 
ed to  leave  out  the  pleadings,  or  speeches, 
of  counsel.  What  were  meant  to  be  left 
out,  were  merely  such  of  the  formal  plead- 
ings as  could  not  possibly  be  of  any  use  ; 
such  as  old  common  Latin  Indictments,  and 
oiher technical  forms.  After,  however,  again 
looking  through  the  various  papers,  it  has 
been  found,  that  these  Pleadings  will  take 
up  but  little  room  ;  and,  therefore,  it  has 
been  resolved  to  retain  the  whole  of  them. 
That  thei-e  is  no  intention  of  abridging,  the 
contents  of  the  First  Part  must,  I  think, 

pretty  clearly  demonstrate. CO' To  such 

gentlemen  as  may  happen  to  be  in  possession 
of  curious  Trials,  or  of  documents  relating 
to  trials  of  the  description  of  those  to  be 
contained  in  this  work,  I  shall  be  much. 
obliged  for  a  communication  of  them  If 
the  document,  or  paper,  whether  in  print 
or  manuscript,  be  requested  to  be  preserved, 
great  care  shall  be  taken  of  it. 


Mr.  Roope's  Address  to  the  Norfolk 
Farmers. 
Gentlemen, — A  large  majority  of  the 
Corn  Merchants,  Brewers,  and  Millers,  at- 
tending the  weekly  market  at  Norwich  on 
the  14th  of  labt  October,  having,  by  public 
advertisement  declared,  "  That  in  future 
"  they  will  not  purchase  corn  upon  any 
"  other  terms  than  one  month's  credit,  to  be 
*'  calculated  from  the  day  of  its  delivery, 
"  and  that  if  payment  is  requested  previ- 
"■  ously  to  the  expiration  of  the  month, 
"  they  will  deduct  one  penny  in  the  pound 
"  discount,"  I  took  the  liberty  on  the  next 
market  day  of  submitting  to  your  considera- 
tion the  following  Resolutions. —  1st. 
"  Th.Mt  the  determinations  of  the  Buyers  of 
Corn  are  inconsistent  with  that  freedom 
which  never  will  permit  a  few  individuals 
to  dictate  in  a  manner  30  authoritative  to 
the  numerous  Growers  of  corn,  who  for  so 
many  years,  ha\e  constantly  attended  the 
Norwich  market,  and  who  hitherto  have 
been  considered  men  as  respectable  and  in- 
dependent as  this  or  any  other  county  can 
boast.  — 2d.  That  by  submitting  to  such  Re- 
solutions,   that    coafideucc    and    good-will 
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the  Norwich  papers. — 12,  That  the  thanks 

of  this  Meeting  be  presented  to  the    Chair- 
man Mr.  Thos.    Utting  of  Ashwellthorpe, 

for  his  active  and  manly  conduct  on  this  oc- 
casion." ^ 
At  your  second  Meeting   on    October  2f), 

Sir  Thomas  Bevor,  bart.    consented  to  take 

the  chair,  and  the  committee  now  consisting 

of    32   gentlemen    (the    Largest  growers   of 

corn),  it  coincided  with  theResolmions  which 

were   unanimously  adopted  at  the  first  Meet- 
ing.    The  signaturesoi  the  chairman  and  the 

committee  being  placed  beneafh  them,  they 

were   laid  in   St,  Andrew's  Hall,  Norwich, 

and  there  having   received  the  sanction    and 

names  of  more  than   500  occupiers  of  land 

in   Norfolk,    1   afterwards   endeavoured   to 

prove  how  necessary  it  was  for  you  to  declare 

the   sentiments   which   you   had  expressed. 

But  my  reasons    having  been  but   partially 

made  known,  and   believing,  as  I  do,  that 

every  county  throughout  the  British  empire, 

as   well  as  the    county  of    Norfolk,     is   as 

deeply  interested  in  the  result  of  this  preju- 
dicial and  daring  combination,  I  am  induced 

to  give  the  greatest  publicity  to  my  remarks, 
and   therefore   1  have  solicited    from    Mr. 

Cobbett  the  favour  of  their  insertion    in  his 

Register. — Gentlemen,  the  Growers  of  corn 
very  justly  expressed  their  indignation,  that 
a  few  individual  Buyers  who  for  so  many 
years  have  been  amassing  property,  by  the 
canstant  dealings  which  were  carried  on  be- 
tween them  on  fair  and  equitable  terms, 
should  most  suddenly  and  without  any  good 
reason  being  assigned,  decline  to  transact 
business  with  them  on  the  same  basis.  How 
much  more  astonished  were  they  to  find  the 
Buyers  had  entered  into  a  combination  to 
drive  the  Growers  from  their  accustomed 
and  most  convenient  market,  or  to  compel 
them  to  dispose  of  their  corn  on  terms  which 
are  very  disadvantageous,  that  must  render 
them  great  inconvenience,  and  which  by 
length  of  credit,  from  the  failure  or  mis- 
conduct of  their  London  factors,  from  an 
unexpected  drop  in  the  markets,  or  other 
causes  (of  which  you  have  had  such  nunie- 
rous  and  fatal  instances),  might  probably  oc- 
casion to  them  very  serious  loss, — Gentle- 
men ;  if  your  legal  demands  for  your  pro- 
perty disposed  of,  be  requested  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  month,  the  Buyer  will  either 
believe  that  you  want  your  money  and  have 
no  other  resource  to  which  you  can  apply, 
or  he  must  know  that  you  have  no  confidence 
in  him  by  your  consenting  to  pay  the  dis- 
count of  one  penny  in  tl.e  pound  :  although 
he  pay  your  debt  he  will  be  mortified  that 
his  object  is  not  obtained;  namely,  having 
your  property  (or  your  raoneyj  which  is  the 
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same  thing)  to  speculate  with  ;  and  you  can- 
not   be   much  pleased,   that  to  obtain  your 
right,  you  must  pay  5  per  cent,  to  put  into 
the  pocket  of  him,  who  is  getting  a  livelihood 
by    his   connection   with  you,  and  who,   in 
ungrateful  return,  compels  you  to  act  as  he 
dictates  ;   and  that  to  his  great  profit,  and  to 
your   great   loss.     If  such   transactions  will 
not  destroy  that   confidence  which   should 
exist  between  you   both,  1  know  of  no  cir- 
cumstance, however  more  degrading  to  you, 
(were   it   possible   to   be  so)  to  which   you 
would   not   submit. — Gentlemen ;   I  always 
declared  that,  I  believed  this    combination 
of  the  Buyers    of    your  property   to  be   a 
shameless  imposition,  to  be  illegal.,  and  Mr. 
Wilson  has  since  confirmed  that  opinion,  and 
obtained  a  rule  to  prosecute,  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  and   ^^500  are  already  sub- 
scribed, to  defray  the  expences.     But,  even 
if  the  combination  w^re  not  illegal,  I  think 
you  ought  well  to  consider,  before  you  sacri- 
fice your   own  honour  and    interest,  and  to 
recollect  the  danger  of  the  ill  effects  which 
must   result   to   you,  if  the   endeavours   of 
these  merchants  be  accomplished. — Gentle- 
men, the  Buyers  say  "  these  are  our  terms, 
and  on  no  other  will  we  purchase  your  com- 
modity ;  and  surely  we  have  a  right  to  please 
ourselves." — I    will,  then,  ask,  if  the  poor 
journeymen  shoe-makers,  tailors,  and  weav- 
ers, have  not  the  same  right  to  say,   "  we 
cannot  be   compelled   to   work,  except  we 
like,  and  at  such  prices  as  we  choose  to  de- 
mand."    Yes,  I  consider,  they  have  an  equal 
right  so  to  say,  and   to   act;   but    the  laws 
have,  very  wisely,  declared,  that  they  shall 
not   so  act,  because,  many  will  be  injured 
byafew  ;  and,  amongstthese  poor  people,  this 
is  called   an   illegal  combination.      Is  not, 
then,  the  same  conduct  amongst  the  rich  to 
be   termed  an   illegal    combination  ?     Does 
not  the  proposed  plan  of  the  Buyers  of  corn 
tend  to  annihilate  your  market,  by  compet- 
ing you   to  withhold  your  corn  ?  and  does  it 
not  deprive  the  community  of  their  regular 
and  necessary  supplies,  and  injure  all  of  you 
more  especially  ?  — Does  it  not  tell  the  public, 
that   the   Buyers  kn-ow  the  Growers  of  corn 
must    dispose   of  it,    and,    therefore,  they, 
the  Buyers,  have  all  agreed  to  demand  it  on 
their  own  terms  ?     Is   this  the  language  of 
the  conduct   to  wdiich  Norfolk  farmers  will 
submit  ? — No :    Gentlemen,    I    trust    not. 
But,  let  me   ask  you,   with   whom   is   the 
power  ?     I  say  it  is  with  you.     If  you  were 
to   declare,  that  you  would  have  no  further 
dealings  with  such   men,  if  they   were  en- 
tirely deprived  of  your  support,  could  they 
continue  their  present   mode   of  obtaining  a 
livelihood  ?     ^^'heneverJ  and  \vherever  you 
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choose  to  assemble,  the  Buyers,  be  they 
whom  they  may,  must  come  to  you.  The 
sustenance  of  liuman  life,  the  provender  for 
cattle,  cVc.  must  be  had  ;  and  from  whom 
can  it  be  obtained,  but  from  the  Grower  ? 
Besides,  if  a  month's  credit  be  given  to  the 
merchant,  any  man  may  become  one  ;  be- 
cause no  property  will  be  required  for  him 
to  begin  his  speculation  ;  as  he  will  trade 
with  your  property,  with  the  possibility  of 
great  profit,  and  the  certainly  of  no  loss  ; 
while  you,  and  you  alone,  vcntm-e  the 
risk  :  and  if,  in  reply,  it  be  said,  he  must 
have  property  to  pay  his  debts  when 
requested,  I  contend,  that  your  permit- 
ting the  discount  to  be  allowed  will  have 
a  similar  disadvantageous  effect  on  you, 
and  benefit  him  ;  and  that  discount  will  cre- 
ate not  only  a  real  property  for  him,  but  will 
tilso  enable  him  to  borrow  money  on  his 
effects;  and  you  thus  put  it  in  his  power  to 
make  you  present  him  with  5  per  cent  to 
pay  your  legal  demands.  Will  the  various 
losses  to  w^hich  you  are  subject,  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  seasons,  the  increased  price  of 
labour,  of  implements,  &:g.  and  no  reduction 
in  your  rent^  be  your  crops  ever  so  bad,  jus- 
tify you  in  thus  sporting  with  your  hard- 
earned  property  ?  li  it  natural,  is  it  con- 
sistent with  the  dictates  of  of  common  sense, 
thus  to  act  ?  Gentlemen,  there  is  as  yet  no 
law  passed  to  make  you  bend  to  this  com- 
pulsory measure;  bufby  your  compliance  to 
it,  your  precedent  will  not  only  be  as  bind- 
ing as  any  law,  by  establishing  a  custom, 
but  it  will  be  the  means  of  extending  the 
STme  despotic  aulhorily  over  all  other  Far- 
mers. It  will  give  to  the  Buyers  of  corn, 
the  pow'cr  of  creating  the  same  rule  in  all 
other  markets  throughout  Great  Britain  : 
their  example  most  indisputably  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  their  brother  merchants,  and  iheir 
baneful  system  will  be  effected,  except,  by 
your  exertions,  this  illegal  combination  be 
crushed  on  its  first  appearance. — There  is 
now  an  opportunity  of  soliciting  other  mer- 
chants to  trade  with  you  on  the  old  and  long 
established  customs  ;  but  if  you  once  give 
way — if  you  once  surrender  your  rights — 
vain  will  be  the  attempt  to  regain  them  ; 
for  no  merchants  then  will  be  found  to  deal 
with,  as  they  will  all  have  joined  the  combi- 
nation. So  completely  will  yon  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Buyers  (especially  all  of  you 
iresiding  in  the  interior  counties)  that  you 
must  abide  by  whatever  terms  are  dictated, 
and  what  security  have  you  that  two,  three 
or  even  six  montlis  credit  may  not  hereafter 
be  insisted  on  ?  Will  not  the  month's  credit 
be  very  likely  to  deprive  the  merchants  of 
bmsjller  property,  and  also  many  Millers  of 


the  power  of  as  fairly  exercising  their  trades, 
because  the  credit  will  be  given  to  the  men 
who  are  supposed  to  possess  the  most  money  ? 
Will  it  not  also  enable  a  very  few  merchants 
with  large  capital  to  engross  the  trade  and  to 
monopolize  the  fruits  of  the  earth  ?  If  they 
were  selfish  men,  might  thevnot  add  to  the 
distresses  of  the  poor  already  hard  enough  to 
be  borne  ?  The  great  prop  which  in  your 
estimation  supports  the  merchants  by  your 
submission  will  be  entirely  removed,  and 
which.  Gentlemen,  is  this. — A  merchant 
cannot  now  come  to  market  without  pro- 
perty, for  he  must  either  have  effectsor  stand 
in  that  credit  with  which  his  Banker  is  so 
satisfied  as  tohonor  his  drafts,  and  as  is  suffi- 
cient to  keep  up  his  respectability.  But  when 
there  is  no  property,  or  not  an  adequate 
share,  both  to  answer  his  immediate  demand's 
on  the  market  d:iy  and  to  have  as  much  secu- 
rily  remain afi  will  induce  his  Banker  to  con* 
tinue  his  usual  assistance,  why,  then,  in 
such  a  case,  (which  is  not  either  impossible 
or  improbable  to  happen)  I  know  of  no  better 
plan  for  him  to  adopt,  than  to  persuade  you 
to  give  him  a  month's  credit,  which  will 
enable  him  to  get  his  bills  accepted  by  his 
London  Factor,  and,  as  I  before  said,  he 
will  then  have  no  risk.  If  he  be  possessed  of 
suci)  large  property  as  to  render  this  unne- 
cessary, either  he  does  not  want  the  credit 
and  only  gets  your  money  to  speculate 
with,  or  you  are  making  him  independent: 
of  his  country  banker,  and  thus  placing 
yourselves  at  his  mercy ;  your  great  and 
chief  reliance  is  of  no  avail,  and  you  sub- 
ject yourselves  to  every  possible  loss,  or 
to  avoid  that  you  are  deprived  of  part  of 
your  pro])erty  by  Paying  an  illegally  demaiid- 
ed  discount.  When  I  declare  to  yon,  what  I 
can  prove  from  the  statement  of  one  amongst 
the  merchants,  that,  according  to  the  number 
of  lasts  of  corn  bought  by  him  on  a  Satur- 
day, (and  I  in-clude  all  grain  and  take  an 
average  price  of  the  whole)  by  paying  the 
discount  you  would  to  only  ten  individuals, 
purchasing  the  same  quantity,  give  from  your 
labours  more  than  six  thousand  pounds  per 
annum — and  as  this  buyer  is  7iot  the  largest 
purchaser,  I  trust  you  will  perceive  the  im- 
propriety of  consenting  to  such  a  tame,  un- 
necessary, and  prejudicial  compliance,  to  the 
daring  attempt  to  annihilate  a  cnstom  which 
for  centuries  has  remained  sacred  and  un mo- 
lested, and  which  is  wanted  to  be  set  aside 
only  to  enrich  those  few  persons.  Gentle- 
men, if  you  consider  as  I  do,  that  these  evils 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  shew  will  be 
brought  on  the  agricultural  interest,  I  am 
convinced  they  will  be  sufficient  reasons  to 
deter  you  from  deserving  the  reproach  of 
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having  been  the  means  of  depressing  instead 
of  supporting  it.  Say  to  the  merchants,  you 
will  take  only  specie,  or  bank  of  England 
paper,  and  you  will  convince  them  of  your 
power. — Say  to  those  who  form  the  coiubi- 
Hation,  you  never  more  will  have  the  smallest 
transactions  with  them,  and  they  will  soon 
repent  iheir  conduct,  and  be  assured  no  others 
will  hereafter  presume  to  make  a  similar 
attempt  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom.  Gentle- 
men, there  are  other  and  still  more  important 
facts  that  must  stimulate  you  to  persevere  in 
your  judicious  and  manly  resistance,  and  al- 
though perhaps  those  facts  are  but  little 
known,  yet  as  they  ought  to  be  developed, 
probably  I  may  hereafter  relate  them,  and 
in  the  meanwhile  I  thus  publicly  call  on 
any  one  to  refute  if  he  can  what  I  have  al- 
ready told  yon. — With  every  mark  of  re- 
spect, I  remain  your  well  wisher, — Thomas 
RooPE.  —  Lakenham  Cottage,  Norwich,  Dec. 
28,   1808. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

America, — Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Spates  to  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives.  November  8,  1808. — 
(Continued  from  p.  988.) 
By  the  aid  of  these^  and  of  the  armed 
vessels  called  into  service  in  other  quar- 
ters, the  spirit  of  disobedience  and  abuse, 
which  manifested  itself  early,  and  with 
sensible  effect,  while  we  v.^ere  unprepar- 
ed to  meet  it,  has  been  considerably  re- 
pressed. —  Considering  the  extraordinary 
character  of  the  times,  in  which  we  live, 
our  attention  should  unremittingl)  be  fix- 
ed on  the  safety  of  our  country.  For  a 
people  who  are  free,  and  who  mean  to  re- 
main so,  a  well  organized  and  armed  militia 
is  their  best  security.  It  is  therefore  incum- 
bent on  us,  at  every  meeting,  to  revise  the 
condition  of  the  militia,  and  to  ask  ourselves 
if  it  is  prepared  to  repel  a  powerful  enemy 
at  every  point  of  our  territories  exposed  to 
invasion.  Some  of  the  states  have  paid  a  | 
laudable  attention  to  this  object,  but  every 
degree  of  neglect  is  to  be  found  among 
others.  Congress  alone  having  the  power 
to  produce  an  uniform  state  of  preparation 
in  this  great  organ  of  defence,  the  interests 
which  they  so  deeply  feel  in  their  own  and 
their  country's  security,  will  present  this  as 
among  the  most  important  objects  of  their 
deliberation. — Under  the  acts  of  March  11, 
and  April  23,  respecting  arms,  the  difficulty 
©f  procuring  them  from  abroad,  during  the 
present  situation  and  dispositions  of  Europe, 
induced  us  to  direct  our  whole  efforts  to  the 
means  of  internal  supply  ;  the  public 
taclories    have,    therefore,    been  enlarged. 
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additional  machineries  erected,  and  in  pro- 
portion as  artificers  can  be  found  or  formed, 
their  effect,  already  more  than  doubled,  may 
be  increased  so  as  to  keep  pace  with  the 
yearly  incrense  of  the  militia.  The  annual 
sums  appropriated  by  the  latter  act,  have 
been  directed  to  the  encouragement  of  private 
factories  of  arms  ;  and  contracts  have  been 
entered  into  with  individual  undertakers,  to 
nearly  the  amount  of  the  first  year's  appro- 
priation.— The  suspensiion  of  our  foreign 
commerce,  produced  l)y  the  injustice  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  and  the  consequent  losses 
and  sacrifices  of  our  citizens,  are  subjects  of 
just  concern.  The  situation  into  which  we 
have  thus  been  forced,  has  impelled  us  to 
apply  a  portion  of  our  industry  and  capital 
to  internal  manufactures  and  improvements. 
The  extent  of  this  conversion  is  daily  in- 
creasing, and  little  doubt  remains  that  the 
establishments  formed  and  forming,  will, 
under  the  auspices  of  cheaper  materials  and 
subsistence,  the  freedom  of  labour  from  tax- 
ation with  us,  and  ofprotectingduties  and  pro- 
hibitions, become  permanent.  The  commerce 
with  the  Indians  too,  within  ourown  bound- 
aries, is  likely  to  receive  abundant  aliment 
from  the  same  internal  source,  and  will 
secure  to  them  peace  and  the  progressof  civili- 
zation undisturbed  by  practices  hostile  to  both. 
The  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
day  of  September  last,  being  not  yet  made 
up,  a  correct  statement  will  hereafter  be 
transmitted  f;om  the  treasury.  In  the  mean- 
time, it  is  ascertained,  that  the  receipts  have 
amounted  to  near  eighteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which,  with  the  eight  millions  and  a 
half  in  the  treasury  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  have  enabled  us,  after  meeting  the 
current  demands  and  interest  incurred,  to 
pay  two  millions  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  of  the  principal  of  our  funded  debt, 
and  left  us  in  the  treasury  on  that  day,  near 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars ;  of  these^  five 
millions  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  will  be  necessary  to  pay  what  will 
be  due  on  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
which  will  complete  the  reimbursement  of 
the  eight  per  cent,  stock.  These  payments, 
with  those  made  in  the  six  years  and  a  half 
preceding,  will  have  extinguished  thirty- 
three  millions  five  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  principal  of  the  funded 
debt,  being  the  whole  which  could  be  paid 
or  purchased  within  the  limits  of  the  law 
and  of  our  contracts ;  and  the  amount  of 
principal  thus  discharged,  will  have  liberated 
the  revenue  from  about  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars of  interest,  and  added  that  sum  annually 
to  the  disposable    surplus.    The    probable 
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accumiilatiGn  of  the  surpluses  of    revenue 
beyond  what  can  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  whenever  the   freedom 
and  safety  of  our   commerce   shall   be   res- 
tored, merits  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
Shall  it  be  unproductive  in  the  public  vaults  ? 
Shall  the  revenue  be  reduced?  Or  shall  it  not' 
ralher  be  appropriated  to  the  improvement 
of    roads,    canals,    rivers,    education,    and 
other   great    foundations  of    prosperity  and 
union,  under   the  powers  which   Congress 
may  already   possess,  or   such   amendment 
of  the  constitution   as  may  be  approved  by 
the  stales  :   while  uncertain  of  the  course  of 
things,    the  limemay  be  advantagecjusly  em- 
ployed inobtainiug  the  powers  necessary  for  a 
system  ot  improvement, should  that  bethought 
best.    Av.iihng  myself  of  this, the  last  occasion 
which    will    occur,     of  addressing   the   two 
houses   of    legislature  at  their   meeting,    I 
cannot  omit   the  expression  of   my  sincere 
gratitude,  tor  the   repeated  proofs  of  confi- 
dence manifested  to  me  by  themselves  and 
their   predecessors,  since  my  call  to  the  ad- 
ministration,   and     the   many   indulgences 
experienced  at  their  hands  ;  the  same  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  are  due  to  my  fellow- 
citizens  generally,  whose  support  has  been 
my  great   encouragement  under   all  embar- 
rassments.       In    the  transaction    of    their 
business,  I  cannot   have  escaped  error — it  is 
incident   to   our   imperfect   nature  ;    but   I 
may  say,  with  truth,    my  errors  have  been 
of    the   understanding,    not    of    intention  ; 
and  that  the  advancement  of  their  rights  and 
interests   has    been  the  constant  motive  for 
evety  measure.      On  these  considerations,  I 
solicit   their  indulgence.     Looking  forward 
with  anxiety   to    their   future   destinies,    I 
trust,    that  in   their  steady  character,  un- 
shaken by   dif^cultiesj  in  their  love  of   li- 
berty,   obedience   to   law,  and   support   of 
the  public  authorities,  I  sec  a  sure  guarantee 
of  the  permanence  of   our  republic  ;  and, 
retiring  from   the  charge  of  their  affairs,   1 
carry    with    me    the  consolation  of  a    firm 
persuasion,  that  heaven  has  in  store  for  our 
beloved  country,  long  ages  to  come  of  pros- 
perity and  happiness. — 'i'nos.  Jeffkrson. — 
A'ov.  8,   lb08. 

American-    Embargo. —  teller    from   Mr, 
Pincbwy,    to    Mr.    Sccretarji     Camting. 
Dated    Great   Cumlaland  Place,    Aug, 
23,   1808. 
Sir  ;  -  1  have  had  the  honour,  in  conse- 
(]uence  of  the    orders  of  the  president,  to 
recal    your  attention,    in  the  course  of  se- 
veral recent  interviews,  to  the  British  orders 
in  council,  of  the  /th  January  and    11th  of 
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founded   upon,  or   in  execution  of   them  ; 
and  I  now  take  the  liberty  to  renew,  in  the 
I   mode  which   1  have  understood  to  be  indis- 
i   pensable,  my  instances  on   that  subject.     I 
j  need  .scarcely   remind    you.    Sir,    that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  has  never 
,  ceased   to  consider  these  orders  as  violating 
;   its  rights,  and   affecting   most  destructively 
j   its  interests,  upon  grounds  wholly    inadmis- 
j  sible,  both  in  principle  and  fact.     The  let- 
ters  of  Mr.    jNIadison   to  Mr.  Erskine,  of 
the   20th  and  2gth   of  March,   I8O7,  pro- 
duced  by    the    ofScial    communication     of 
that    minister   of  the   order  of    the   7th   of 
January,  and    the    answer  of  Mr.   Madison 
of  the  25lh  of  March,   1S08,  to  a  like  com- 
munication  of    the   orders  of   the    11th  of 
November,  containing  the  most  direct   re- 
monstrances    against    the     system     which 
these   orders   introduce  and    execute,    an4 
expressed  the  confident  expectation  of  the 
president,  that  it  would  not  be  persisted  in. 
That  expectation   has  not  yet  been  fulfilled, 
but  it  has,    notwithstanding,  not   been   re- 
linquibhed.     The  president  is  still  persuaded 
that   its  accomplishment  will   result  from  a 
careful  review,  by  his  majesty's  govenment,  - 
made  in  the  spirit  of  moderation  and  equity, 
of  the  facts  and  considerations  which  belong 
to  the  occasion.     It  is   not  my  purpose    to 
recapitulate,   in   this  note,    the    sentiments 
and    reasonings     contained    in    the    above- 
mentioned  letters  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  sup- 
port of    the  claim   of   the   government  of 
the  United  States,  that  the  British  orders  bo 
revoked,     I  content  myself  with   referring 
to  those  letters  for  proofs,  which  it   is  not 
necessary     to   repeat,    and    for   argumentsi 
which   1  could  not  hope  to  improve.     But 
there  are  explanations    which  those   letters 
do   not  coi^lain,  and   which  it  is  proper  for 
me  now  io  make.     Even  these,  however, 
may  ce  very  briefly  given,  since   you  havei 
already  been   made  acquainted   in  our  lato 
conversations,  with    all    their  bearings   and 
details.      These    explanations  go  to  shew, 
that,    while   every   motive  of   justice  con- 
spires  to  produce  a  disposition  to  recall    th^ 
orders,    of   which     my  government    com- 
plains,   it  is  become   apparent,    that  even 
their  professed  object   will  be  best  attained 
by  their   revocation.     I    had  the  honour   10 
state  to  you,  Sir,  that  it  was  the    intention 
of  the   president,  in  case  Great  Britain  re- 
pealed  her  orders  as  regarded  the   United 
Slates,  to  exercise  the  power  vested  in  him, 
by   the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
entitled  "  an  act   to  authorise  the  president 
of    the  United   States,  under   certain    con- 
ditions, to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act 
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in  the  ports  and  harbours  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  several  acts  supplementary 
thereto,"  by  suspending  the  embargo  law 
and  its  sup[)lements,  as  regards  Great  Bri- 
tain. I  am  authorised  to  give  you  this  assu- 
rance in  the  most  formal  manner  ;  and,  i 
trust,  that  upon  impartial  inquiry,  it  will 
be  found  to  leave  no  inducement  to  perse- 
vere ill  the  British  orders,  while  it  dictates 
the  most  powerful  inducements  of  eqi;:ly 
and  policy  to  abandon  them.  On  tlie  score 
of  justice  it  does  not  seem  possible  to  mis- 
take the  footing  upon  which  this  overture 
places  the  subject ;  and  I  vent\ue  to  believe, 
that  in  any  other  view  there  is  as  little  room 
for  doubt.  If,  as  I  propose,  your  orders 
should  be  rescinded  as  to  the  United  States, 
and  our  embargo  rescinded  as  to  Great 
Britain,  the  effect  of  these  concurrent  acts 
will  be,  that  the  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  two  countries  will  be  immediately 
resumed  ;  while,  if  France  should  adhere 
to  maxims  and  conduct  derogatory  to  the 
neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  the 
embargo,  continuing  as  to  her,  will  take 
the  place  of  your  orders,  and  lead  with  an 
efficacy,  not  merely  equal  to  theirs,  but 
probably  much  greater,  to  all  the  conse- 
quences that  ought  to  result  from  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  France  should  con- 
cur in  respecting  those  rights,  and  com- 
merce should  thus  regain  its  fair  immuni- 
ties, and  the  law  of  nations  its  just  domi- 
nions, all  the  alledged  purposes  of  the  Bri- 
tish orders  will  have  been  at  once  fulfilled. 
If  I  forbear  to  pursue  these  ideas  through 
all  the  illustrations  of  which  they  are  sus- 
ceptible, it  is  because  the  personal  confer- 
ences to  which  I  have  before  alluded,  as 
well  as  the  obvious  nature  of  the  ideas 
themselves,  render  it  unnecessary.  I  can- 
not conclude  this  note  without  expressing 
my  sincere  wish,  that  what  I  have  now 
suggested,  in  conformity  with  the  liberal 
sentiments  and  enlightened  views  of  the 
president,  may  contribute  not  only  to  re- 
move the  more  immediate  obstacles  to  the 
ordinary  intercourse  of  trade  between  yoiu- 
country  and  mine,  in  a  manner  consistent 
with  the  honour  of  both,  but  to  prepare  the 
way  for  a  satisfactory  adju-.tment  of  every 
question  important  to  their  future  friend- 
ship.— 1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
highest  consideiation,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient    humble    servant,     (Signed).    Wm. 

PlNCI^NEY. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from   Mr.   Pinchney  to 
the  Secretary   of  State.      Dated  London, 
24th  Sept.  isOS. 
I  am  now  able  to  transmit  to  vou  a  Copy 

of  Mr,  Canning's  Answer,    received   only 


last  night,  to  my  note  of  the  23d  of  Au- 
gust.— I  regret  extremely,  that  the  views 
which  1  have  been  instructed  to  lay  before 
this  government,  have  not  been  met  by  it, 
as  I  had  at  fir^t  been  led  to  expect.  The 
overture  cannot  fail,  however,  to  place  in  a 
strong  light  the  just  and  liberal  sentiments 
by  which  our  government  is  animated  ;  and, 
in  other  respects,  to  be  useful  and  honour- 
able to  our  own  country. 
Mr      Secretary     Canning's    Letter   to   Mr, 

Pinckney.      Dated    Foreign    Office,    Sfpt. 

28,   1808. 

The  undersigned,  his  majesty's  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  f<. reign  affairs,  had  the 
honour  (o  receive  the  oi'ficial  letter  address- 
ed to  Mr.  Pinckrey,  mini>ter  plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States,  respecting  the 
orders  in  council  issued  by  his  majesty,  on  the 
7th  Jan.  and  11th  Nov.  ISO/. — He  has  laid 
that  letter  before  the  king,  and  he  is  com- 
manded to  assure  Mr.  Pinckney,  that  the 
answer  to  the  proposal  which  Mv.  Pinckney 
was  instructed  to  bring  forward,  has  been 
deferred  only  in  the  hope  that  the  renewed 
application,  which  was  understood  to  have 
been  recently  made  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States  to  that  of  France,  niight, 
in  the  new  state  of  things  which  has  arisea 
in  Europe,  have  met  with  such  a  reception 
in  France,  as  would  have  rendered  the  com- 
pliance of  his  majesty  with  that  proposal, 
consistent  as  much  with  his  majesty's  own 
dignity,  and  with  the  interests  of  his  people, 
as  it  would  h-ave  been  with  his  majesty's  dis- 
position towards  the  United  States. — Unhap- 
pily there  is  now  no  longer  any  reason  to 
believe  that  such  a  hope  is  likely  to  be  realis- 
ed 3  and  the  undersigned  is  therefore  com- 
manded to  communicate  to  Mr.  Pmckney 
the  decision,  which,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces as  they  stand,  his  majesty  feels  himself 
compelled,  however  unwillingly,  to  adopt. — ■ 
The  mitigated  measure  of  retaliation,  an- 
nounced by  his  majesty  in  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil of  the  /th  January,  of  the  further  ex- 
tension of  that  measure  (an  extension  in 
operation,  but  not  in  principle)  by  the  or- 
ders in  council  of  November,  was  founded 
(as  has  been  already  repeatedly  avowed  by 
his  majesty)  on  the  "  unquestionable  right 
of  his  majesty  to  retort  upon  the  enemy  the 
evils  of  his  own  injustice  ;"  and  upon  the 
consideration,  that,  "  if  third  parties  in- 
cidentally sutfered  by  those  retaliatory  mea- 
sures, they  w'ere  to  seek  their  redress  from 
the  power  by  whose  original  aggression 
that  retaliation  was  occasioned." — His  ma- 
jesty sees  nf)thin^  in  the  enibargo  laid  on  by 
the  president  oi  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, which  varies  this  original  and   simple 
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state  of  the  question. — If  considered  as   a 
measure  of  impartial   hostility   against   both 
belligerents,  the  embargo  appears  to  his  ma- 
jesty to  have  been  manifestly  unjust,  as,  ac- 
cording  to  every  principle  of  ju»tice,  that 
redress  ou^^ht  to  have  been  first  sought  from 
the  party  originating  the   wrong  ;     and  his 
majesty  cannot  consent  to  buy  off  that  hos- 
tility,   which   America  ought  not  to  have 
extended  to  him,   at  the   expence  of  a  con- 
cession,   made     not  to    America,    but    to 
France. — If,  as  it  has  more  generally  been 
represented  by  the  government  of  the   Uni- 
ted States,  the  embargo  is  only  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  innocent  municipal   regulation, 
which  affects   none   but   the  United  States 
themselves,    and   with     which    no   foreign 
state  has  any  concern  ;  viewed  in  this  light, 
his  majesty  does  not  conceive  that  he  has  the 
right  or  the  pretension   to  make  any   com- 
plaint of  it,  and  he  has  made  none.     But  in 
this  light,  there  appears  not  only    no   reci- 
procity, but  no  assignnble  relation   between 
the  repeal  by  the  United  States  of  a  measure 
of  voluntary  self-restriction,  and  the  surren- 
der by  his  majesty  of  his  ri^ht  of  retaliation 
against  his  enemies. — The  government  of  the 
United   States  is  not  now  to  be  informed, 
that   the    Berlin  decree  of   November   21, 
tSOf),  was  the  practical  commencement  of 
an  attempt,  not  merely  to  check   or    impair 
the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain,  but    utterly 
■  to  annihilate  her  political  existence   through 
the  ruin  of  her  commercial   prosperity;   that 
in  (his  attempt  almost  all  the  powers   of  the 
European    continent  have  been  ■  compelled, 
more  or  less,    to  co-nperate,  and   that   the 
American    embargo,  though  most  assuredly 
not  intended  to  that  end,   (for  Anaerica  can 
have  no  real  interest  in  the  subversion  of  the 
British  power  j  and  her  rulers   are  loo  en- 
lightened  to  act  from  any  impulse    against 
the  real  interests  of  this  country)  :   but  by 
some  unfortunate  concurrence  of  circumstan- 
ces, without  any  hostile  intention,  the  Ame- 
rican embargo  did  come  in  aid  of  the  block- 
ade of  the  European  continent,  precisely  at 
the  very   moment  when,  if  that   blockade 
could  have  succeeded   at  all,  this   interposi- 
tion   of  the    American    government   would 
most  effectually  have  contributed  to  its   suc- 
cess.— 'Id    this  universal    combination,    his 
majesty  has  opposed  a  temperate,  but  a  de- 
termined retaliation  upon  the  enemy,    trust- 
ing that  a  firm  resistance  would  defeat  this 
project,  but  knowing  that  the  smallest  con- 
cession would  infallibly  encourage  a  perseve- 
rance in  it.' — The  struggle  h.as   been   viewed 
by  other  powers,  not  without  an   apprehen- 
sion th^t  it  might  be  fatal    to   this    country. 
The  Britibh  government  has  jiot  dj.-;guised 
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from  itself  that  the  trial  of  such  an  experi- 
ment might  be  arduous  and  long,  though  it 
has  never  doubted  of  the  final  issue.  But  if 
that  issue,  such  as  the  British  government 
confidently  anticipated,  has  providentially 
arrived  much  sooner  than  could  have  been 
hoped  ;  if"  the  blockade  of  the  continent," 
as  it  has  been  triumphantly  styled  by  the 
enemy,  is  raised  even  before  it  bad  been 
well  established  ;  and  if  that  iystem,  of 
which  extent  and  continuity  were  the  vital 
principles,  is  broken  up  into  fragments, 
utterly  harmless  awd  contemptible,  it  is 
nevertheless  important,  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, to  the  reputation  of  this  country  (a 
reputation  which  constitutes  great  part  of 
her  power)  that  this  disappointment  of  the 
hopes  of  her  enemies  should  not  have  been 
purchased  by  any  concession,  nor  that  a 
doubt  should  remain  to  distant  times  of  her 
determination,  and  of  her  ability,  to  have 
continued  her  resistance,  and  that  no  step, 
which  could  even  mistakenly  be  construed 
into  concession,  should  be  taken  on  henpart, 
while  the  smallest  link  of  (he  confe»Jracy 
remains  undissolved,  or  while  it  can  be  a 
question,  whether  the  plan  devised  for  her 
destruction  has  or  has  not  either  completely 
failed,  or  been  unequivocally  abandoned. — 
These  considerations  compel  his  majesty  to 
adhere  to  the  principles  on  which  the  orHers 
in  council  of  the  7th  January  and  the  lltli 
November  are  founded,  so  long  as  France 
adheres  to  that  system  by  which  his  majesty's 
retaliatory  measures  were  occasioned  and 
justified.  —  It  is  not  improbable,  indeed, 
that  some  alterations  may  be  made  in  the 
orders  in  council,  as  they  are  at  present 
framed  ;  alterations  calculated,  not  to  abate 
their  !-pirit,  or  impair  their  principle,  but 
to  adapt  them  more  exactly  to  the  different 
state  of  things  which  has  fortunately  growa 
up  in  Europe,  and  to  combine  all  practica- 
ble relief  to  neutrals,  with  a  more  severe 
pressure  on  the  enemy. — But  of  alterations 
to  be  UKide  with  this  view  only,  it  would  be 
uncandid  to  take  any  advantage  in  the  pre- 
sent discussion ;  however,  it  might  be 
hoped,  (hat,  in  their  practical  effect,  they 
might  prove  beneficial  to  America,  provided 
the  operation  of  the  embargo  were  not  to 
prevent  her  from  reaping  that  benefit. — It 
remains  for  the  undersigned  to  take  notice 
of  the  last  paragraph  of  Mr.  Pinckney's  let- 
ter.— There  cannot  exist,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Pinckney,  a  stronger  wish  than  there  does 
on  that  of  (he  undersigned  and  of  the  British 
government,  fer  the  adjustm-^nt  of  all  the 
dilTerences  subsisting  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. His  majesty  lias  no  other  disposition 
than   to  cultivate  thy  most   friendly  iiKer- 
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course  with  the  United  States. — The  under- 
signed is  persuaded  that  Mr.  Pinckney 
would  be  one  of  the  last  to  imagine,  what 
Is  often  idly  asserted,  that  the  depression  of 
any  other  country  is  necessary  or  serviceable 
to  the  prosperity  of  this.  The  prosperity  of 
America  is  essentially  the  prosperity  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  strength  and  power 
of  Great  Britain  are  not  for  herself  only, 
but  for  the  world. — When  those  adjustments 
shall  take  place,  to  which,  though  unfor- 
tunately not  practicable  at  this  moment, 
nor  under  the  conditions  prescribed  by  Mr, 
Pinckney,  the  undersigned,  nevertheless, 
confidently  looks  forward,  it  will  perhaps 
be  no  insecure  pledge  for  the  continuance  of 
the  good  understanding  between  the  two 
countries,  that  they  will  have  learnt  duly  to 
appreciate  each  other's  friendship,  and  that 
it  will  not  hereafter  be  imputed  to  Great 
Britain,  either,  on  the  one  hand,  that  she 
envies  American  industry,  as  prejudicial  to 
British  commerce,  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  she  is  compelled  to  court  an  intercourse 
with  America,  as  absolutely  necessary  to  her 
own  existence. — His  majesty  would  not  he- 
sitate to  contribute,  in  any  manner  in  his 
power,  to  restore  to  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  its  wonted  activity,  and  if  it 
were  possible  to  make  any  sacrifice  for  the 
repeal  of  the  embargo,  without  appearing  to 
depreciate  it  as  a  measure  of  hostility,  he 
would  gladly  have  facilitated  its  removal,  as 
a  measure  of  inconvenient  restriction  upon 
the  American  people. — The  undersigned  is 
commanded,  in  conclusion,  to  observe, 
that  nothing  is  said  in  Mr.  Pinckney's  let- 
ter of  any  intention  to  repeal  the  proclama- 
tion by  wK'ich  the  ships  of  war  of  Great 
Britain  are  interdicted  from  all  those  rights 
of  hospitality  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  freely  allowed  to  the  ships 
of  his  majesty's  enemies. — The  continuance 
ofan  interdiction,  which,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, amounts  so  nearly  to  direct 
hostility,  after  the  willingness  professed, 
and  the  attempt  made  by  his  majesty  to  re- 
move the  cause  on  which  that  measure  had 
been  originally  founded,  would  afford  but  nn 
inauspicious  o.Tien  for  the  commencement 
of  a  system  of  mutual  conciliation  :  and  the 
omission  of  any  notice  of  that  measure  in  the 
proposal  which  Mr.  Pinckney  has  been  in- 
structed to  bring  forward,  would  have  been 
of  itself  a  material  defect  in  the  overtures 
of  the  president.— But  the  underMgned  is 
commanded  no  further  to  dwell  upon  this 
subject,  than  for  the  purpose  of  assuring  Mr. 
Pinckney,  that  on  this,  and  every  other 
point  in  discussion  between  the  two  govern- 
Tneats,    his    majesty  earnestly  desires   the 
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restoration  of  a  perfect  good  nnderstanding, 
and  that  his  majesty  would  decline  no  mea- 
sure for  the  attainment  of  that  object, 
which  should  be  compatible  with  his  own 
honour  and  just  rights,  and  with  the  inte- 
rests of  his  people. — The  undersigned  re- 
quests, kc. —  (Signed)  Geokge  Canning. 


Portugal.  —  Proclamation  ly  the  Intcn- 
dant-General  of  Police  of  the  Court  of 
Justice  District  at  Oporto. 
Portuguese  !  — Where  does  your  fury 
transport  you  ?  Do  you  suppose  that  the 
English  are  become  French  ?  No,  my  dear 
countrymen,  the  English  are  rot  come  here 
in  the  character  of  conquerors  as  the  French- 
men did ;  they  come  to  free  us  from  the 
slavery  that  oppressed  us.  If  we  deny  this 
truth,  we  must  be  reproached  as  an  ungrate- 
ful people.  The  English  did  not  enter 
Portugal  from  any  motives  of  ambition  ;  the 
motives  are  more  generous,  wise,  and 
politic;  they  know  very  well,  that  views 
of  aggrandisement  always  tend  to  destroy 
the  equilibrium  that  forms  the  fundamental 
law  of  nations.  What  Great  Britain  atnss 
at,  is  only  the  restitution  of  all  countries  to 
their  lawful  sovereigns.  Ah,  incomparable 
George  !  How  great  will  be  thy  glory  in 
future  times  !  Where  is  the  sovereign  in 
Europe  that  does  not,  at  present,  owe  his 
crown  to  thee  I  Thy  name  shall  for  ever 
shine  in  the  Portuguese  annals.  Excuse, 
then,  O  mighty  king  !  the  indiscreet  zeal 
of  a  people  who  love  their  sovereign,  and 
whose  feelings  are  partly  analogous  ro  thy 
views.  Remain  quiet,  then,  O  ye  inhabi- 
tants of  the  most  faithful  and  loyal  city  in 
Portugal  !  It  is  to  you,  ye  inhabitants  of 
Porto,  that  I  speak,  for  those  honourable 
epithets  are  indisputably  your  right.  Con- 
sider that  the  glorious  cause  which  you  have 
undertaken,  can  only  be  obstructed  and  re- 
tarded by  vain  and  tumultuous  mobs.  This 
is  what  the  common  enemy  wishes  for  ;  and 
a  civil  war  would  only  retard  their  total 
destruction.  Let  us  then  unite  ourselves  to 
our  faithful  allies,  the  English  and  the 
Spaniards,  in  order  to  overthrow  that  hel- 
lish monster.  The  union  of  these  three 
nations  will  scorn  all  Frenchnien's  threats, 
their  intrigues  and  pertidy.  We  shall  then 
have  the  glory  of  being  instrun^ental  in  the 
.speedy  overthrow  of  the  tyrant,  m  bringing 
about  a  general  peace,  and  in  restoring  our 
august  prince  to  his  lawful  throne.  This 
is  the  just  cans-  that  calls  aloud  for  your 
vengeance,  and  in  which  you  ought  to  dis- 
play all  your  courage,  your  love,  and  your 
fidelity.  Long  live  Portugal  !  Long  live 
Great  Britain  I  Long  live  Spain  !-— J.F.R.G. 
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Sp^ntish  Revolution. — Fourtemith  Bulle- 
tin of  the  Fienck  Army  of  Sjxiin,  dated 
Madrid,   Dtc.  5. 

The  2 J  al  noon  his  majesty  arrived  in 
person  on  iht;  heights  whirh  impend  over 
Madrid,  on  which  were  already  placed  the 
divisions  of  drat^oons  of  generals  LUour 
Maubourg,  and  Lalioussaye,  and  the  impe- 
rial horse-gunrds.  The  anniversary  of  tl)e 
coronation,  that  epoch  which  has  signalized 
so  many  days  for  ever  fortnnate  for  France, 
awakened  in  all  hearts  the  most  agreeable 
recollections,  and  inspired  all  the  troops 
■with  an  enthusiasm  which  manifested  itself 
in  a  thousand  exclamations.  The  weather 
was  beautiful,  and  like  that  enjoyed  in 
France  in  the  finest  days  of  May.  The  mar- 
shal duke  of  Istria  sent  to  summon  the  town, 
where  a  military  junta  was  formed,  under 
the  presidency  of  the  marquis  of  Castelar, 
who  had  under  his  orders  general  Morla, 
captain  general  of  Andalusia,  and  inspector- 
general  of  artillery.  The  town  contained 
a  number  of  armed  peasants,  assembled 
from  all  quarters,  6000  troops  of  the  line, 
and  100  pieces  of  cannon.  Sixty  thousand 
men  were  in  arms.  Their  cries  were  heard 
on  every  side;  the  bells  of  two  bundled 
churches  rung  altogether  ;  and  every  thing 
presented  the  appearance  of  disorder  and 
madness.  The  general  of  the  troops  of  the 
line  appeared  at  the  advanced  posts  to  answer 
the  summons  of  the  duke  of  Istria.  He 
was  accompanied  by  30  men  of  the  people, 
whose  dress,  looks,  and  ferocious  language, 
recalled  the  recollection  of  the  assassins  of 
September.  When  the  Sp.mish  general  was 
asked  whether  he  meant  to  expose  women, 
children,  and  old  men  to  the  horrors  of  an 
assault,  he  manifested  secretly  the  grief  with 
which  he  was  penetrated ;  he  made  known 
by  signs,  th.it  he^  as  well  as  all  the  honest 
men  of  Madrid,  groaned  under  oppression  ; 
and  when  he  raised  his  voice,  his  words 
were  dictated  by  the  wretches  who  watched 
over  him.  No  doubt  could  be  entertained 
of  the  excess  to  which  the  tyranny  of  the 
multitude  was  carried  when  they  saw  him 
minute  down  all  his  words,  and  caused  the 
record  to  be  verified  by  the  assassins  who 
surrounded  him.  The  aid-de-camp  of  the 
duke  of  Istria,  who  had  been  sent  into  the 
town,  was  seized  by  men  of  the  lowest  class 
of  people,  and  was  about  to  be  massacred, 
when  the  troops  of  the  line,  indignant  at 
the  outrage,  cook  him  under  their  protection, 
and  caused  iiim  to  be  restored  to  his  general. 
A  little  time  at';er,  some  deserters  fron  the 
Walloon  guards  came  to  the  camp.  T/ieir 
de]))iilions  convinced  us  that  the  peojjle  of 
property,  and  hoaeat   m^n,    were  wiihout 
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influence  ;  and  it  was  to  be  concluded  that 
coni:ilialiou  was  altO;/elher  impossible. — 
'I'lie  marq  lis  of  Perales,  a  reputable  man, 
who  h.id  hitherto  ippeired  to  enjoy  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  had  been,  on  the 
day  before  this,  accu^ed  of  putting  snid  in 
the  cartridges.  He  was  immediately  stran- 
gled, [t  was  determined  th:it  all  the  cart- 
ridges shou'd  be  re-made  ;  3  or  4000  monks 
were  employed  upon  this  work  at  the  Ret  iro. 
Ail  the  palaces  and  housjs  were  ordered  to 
be  open  to  furnish  provisions  at  discretion. 
The  French  infantry  was  still  three  Ica^^ues 
from  Madrid.  The  emperor  employed  the 
evening  in  reconnoitring  the  town,  and  de- 
ciding a  plan  of  attack,  consistent  with  the 
consideration  due  to  the  great  number  of 
honest  people  always  to  be  found  in  a  great 
capital.  At  seven  o'clock  the  division  La- 
pisse  of  the  corps  of  the  duke  of  Beliuno 
arrived.  The  moon  shone  with  a  brightness 
that  seemed  to  prolong  the  day  The  em- 
peror ordered  the  general  of  brigade,  Maison, 
to  fake  possession  of  the  suburbs,  and  charg- 
ed the  gener.d  of  brigade  Lauriston  to  sup- 
port him  in  the  enlerprize,  with  four  pieces 
of  artillery  belonging  to  the  guards. — The 
sharp-shooters  of  the  lO'th  regiment  took 
possession  of  some  buildings,  and,  in  particu- 
lar, of  the  grand  cemetery.  Ai  the  first 
fire,  the  eneuiy  ;he\ved  as  much  cowirdice 
as  he  did  of  arrogance  all  the  day.  The 
duke  of  Beliuno  employed  all  the  night  in 
placing  his  artillery,  in  the  posts  marked  out 
for  the  attack.  At  midniglit,  the  prince  of 
Neufchatel  .sent  to  Madrid  a  Spanish  lieute- 
nant-colonel of  artillery,  who  had  been 
taken  at  Somosierra,  and  who  .saw  with 
affright-  the  obstinacy  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
He  took  charge  of  the  annexed  letter.  No. 
1.  On  the  3d,  at  nine  in  the  morning, 
the  same  flag  of  truce  returned  to  the  head- 
quarters with  the  letter.  No.  2.  But  the 
general  of  brigade  Senarmont,  an  officer  of 
great  merit,  had  already  placed  30  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  had  commenced  a  very  smart 
fire,  which  made  a  breach  in  the  walls  of 
the  lletiro.  The  sharp-shooters  of  the  di- 
vision of  Villatte  having  passed  the  breach, 
their  battalion  followed  them,  and  in  less 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  KXX)  men,  who 
defended  the  Retiro,  were  knocked  on  the 
head  (cuLbuteJ. — The  palace  of  the  Retiro, 
the  important  posts  of  the  Observatory,  of 
the  porcelain  manufactory,  of  the  grand  bar- 
rack, the  hotel  of  Medina  Celi,  and  all  the 
outlets  which  had  been  fortified,  were  taken  by 
our  troops. — On  another  side,  twenty  pieces 
of  cannon  of  the  guards,  accompanied  by 
light  iroMps,  threw  shells,  and  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  by  a  false  attack. 
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[After  a  description  of  the  disorder  that 
reigned  in  Madrid,  the  bulletin  proceeds  : 
"  The  enemy  had  more  than  100  pieces  of 
cannon  mounted  ;  a  more  considerable 
number  had  been  dug  up,  taken  out  of  cel- 
lars, and  fixed  upon  carts,  a  grotesque  train, 
and  in  itself  suHicient  to  prove  the  madness 
of  a  people  abandoned  to  itself.  But  all 
means  of  defence  were  become  useless. 
The  possessors  of  Retiro  are  always  masters 
of  Madrid.  The  emperor  took  all  possible 
care  to  prevent  the  troops  from  going  from 
house  to  house.  The  city  was  ruined  if 
many  troops  had  been  employed.  Only 
some  companies  of  sharp-shooters  advanced, 
and  the  emperor  constantly  refused  to  send 
any  to  sustain  them.  At  eleven  o'clock  the 
Prince  of  Neufchatel  wrote  the  annexed 
letter.  No.  3. — His  majesty  at  the  same 
time  ordered  the  lire  to  cease  on  all  points. — 
At  five  o'clock  on  the  4th,  Gen.  Morla, 
one  of  the  members  of  the  military  junta, 
and  Don  Bernardo  Yriarte,  sent  from  the 
town,  repaired  to  the  tent  of  the  major-ge- 
neral. They  informed  him  that  the  most 
intelligent  persons  were  of  opinion  that  the 
town  was  destitute  of  resources,  and  that 
the  continuation  of  the  defence  would  be 
the  height  of  m.adness,  but  that  the  lower 
orders  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  foreigners 
at  Madrid,  were  determined  to  persevere  in 
the  defence.  Convinced  that  they  could 
not  do  it  with  etFect,  they  requested  a  pause 
of  a  few  hours  to  inform  the  people  of  the 
real  state  of  affairs.  The  major-general 
presented  the  deputies  to  the  emperor  and 
king,  who  addressed  them  thus  :— "  You 
make  use  of  the  name  of  the  people  to  no 
purpose  ;  if  you  cannot  restore  tranquillity 
and  appease  their  minds,  it  is  because  you 
have  excited  them  to  revolt ;  you  have  se- 
duced them  by  propagating  falsehoods.  As- 
semble the  clergy,  the  heads  of  the  con- 
vents, the  alcades,  the  men  of  property 
and  influence,  and  let  the  town  capitulate 
by  six   o'clock  in   the  morning,  or  it  shall 


off  oil  the  women,  and  distributed  them  as 
booty  among  your  soldiers  ! — Besides,  what 
right  had  you  to  hold  such  language  ?  — 
The  capitulation  ought  to  have  induced 
you  to  pursue  a  different  line  of  conduct. 
See  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  the 
English,  who  are  far  from  piquing  them- 
selves on  being  rigid  observers  of  the  law 
of  nations.  They  have  complained  of  the 
Convention  of  Portugal,  but  they  have 
carried  it  into  effect.  To  violate  military 
treaties,  is  to  renounce  all  civilization  :  it  is 
placing  generals  on  a  footing  with  the 
Bedouins  of  the  desart.  How  dare  yon, 
then,  presume  to  solicit  a  capitulation,  yon 
who  violated  that  of  Baylen  ?  See  how  in- 
justice and  bad  faith  always  recoil  upon  the 
guilty,  and  operate  to  their  prejudice.  I 
had  a  fleet  at  Cadiz  ;  it  was  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Spain,  yet  you  directed  against  it 
the  mortars  of  the  town  where  you  com- 
manded.— I  had  a  Spanish  army  in  my  ranks  j 
I  would  rather  have  viewed  it  embark  on 
board  the  English  ships,  or  be  obliged  to 
precipitate  it  from  the  rocks  of  Epinosa, 
than  to  disarm  it  j  I  would  rather  have 
7000  more  enemies  to  fight,  than  be  de- 
ficient in  honour  and  good  faith.  Return 
to  Madrid — 1  give  you  till  six  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning — return  at  that  hour — • 
you  have  only  to  inform  me  of  the  submis- 
sion of  the  people — if  not,  you  and  your 
troops  shall  all  be  put  to  the  sword." — This 
speech  of  the  emperor,  repeated  in  the 
midst  of  the  respectable  people,  the  cer- 
tainty that  he  commanded  in  person,  the 
losses  sustained  during  the  foregoing  day, 
had  carried  terror  and  repentance  into  all 
minds.  During  the  night  the  most  mu- 
tinous withdrew  themselves  from  the  dan- 
ger by  flight,  and  a  part  of  the  troops  was 
disbanded.  At  ten  o'clock  Gen.  Belliard 
took  the  command  of  Madrid,  all  the  posts 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and 
a  general  pardon  was  proclaimed."  [The 
Bulletin  closes  with  a  panegyric  on  the  order 


be  destroyed,     I  will   not,  nor  ought  I,    to  j  observed  by  the  French,  in  taking  possession 


withdraw  my  troops.  You  have  massacred 
the  unfortunate  French  prisoners  who  had 
fallen  into  your  hands  ;  only  a  few  days  ago, 
you  suftered  two  persons  in  the  suite  of  the 
Russian  ambassador  to  be  dragged  along  and 
murdered  in  the  public  streets,  because  they 
were  Frenchmen  born.  The  incapacity  and 
cowardice  of  a  general,  had  put  into  your 
power  troops  who  surrendered  on  the  field 
of  battle,  and  the  capitulation  has  been 
violated.  You,  Mr.  Morla,  what  sort  of 
an  epistle  did  you  write  to  that  general  ? — ■ 
It  well  became  you.  Sir,  to  talk  of  pillage, 
you  who,    on  entering  Roussillon,    carried 


of  the  town,  the  security  enjoyed  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  with  a  tirade  against  the 
English,  said  to  have  been  pronounced  by 
an  aged  Spaniard.  The  principal  reproach 
is,  that  an  army  of  40,000  British  troops 
had  not  appeared  on  the  scene  of  the  war 
at  a  proper  period  of  the  contest]. 
No.  1. — To  the  Commandant  of  the  Town  of 
Madrid. 
Before  Madrid,  Dec.  3,  1S08.— The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  war  having  conducted 
the  French  army  to  the  gates  of  Madrid, 
and  all  the  dispositions  being  made  to  take 
possession  of  the  town  by  storm,  I   hold   it 
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right,  and  conformable  (o  the  usage  of  all 
nations,  to  summon  you,  Monsieur  Ge- 
neral, not  to  expose  a  town  so  iuiporUuU  to 
all  the  horrors  of  an  assault,  not  to  render 
io  many  peaceful  inhabitanti  victims  ot 
the  evils  of  war.  Wishing  to  omit  no- 
thing to  inform  you  of  your  real  si- 
tuation, I  send  you  the  present  summons 
by  one  of  your  oflicers  who  has  been  made 
prisoner,  and  who  has  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  all  the  means  that  the  army  has 
to  reduce  the  town.  Receive,  Monsieur 
general,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consi- 
deration.— The  Major-Geueral  Alex.vndek. 
(Berthier). 

No. 2. — CJn  Spanish) — To  his  Most  Serene 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Neufchalel.  Ma- 
drid, 3d  Dec.  1308. 

It  is  indispensably  incumbent  upon  me, 
most  serene  signior,  to  consult,  previous  to 
my  giving  a  categorical  answer  to  your  high- 
ness, the  constituted  authority  af  this  court 
Cesta  carte),  and,  moreover,  to  ascertain 
the  dispositions  of  the  people  as  impressed 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  day.  For  these 
purposes,  1  intreat  your  highness  to  grant, 
for  this  day,  a  suspension  of  arms,  in  or- 
der that  I  may  comply  with  those  duties, 
assuring  you,  that  early  in  the  morning,  or 
this  night,  I  will  send  a  general  officer  with 
my  answer  to  your  highness  ;  assuring  you, 
that  I  profess  to  you  all  the  consideration 
due  to  your  high  rank  and  merit. — Mar- 
GUis  Castelar. 

JVo.  3. — To  the  Gen.  Commanding  in  Ma- 
drid. Imperial  Camp,  before  Madrid, 
Dec.  4,  Eleven  A.  M. 
MouMcur  General  Castelar, — To  defend 
Madrid  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  war, 
and  inhuman  towards  the  inhabitants.  His 
majesty  authorises  me  to  send  you  a  second 
summons. — Immense  batteries  are  mount- 
ed ;  miners  are  prepared  to  blow  up  your 
principal  buildings  ;  columns  of  troops  arc 
at  the  entrances  of  the  town,  of  which 
some  companies  of  sharp-shooters  have 
made  themselves  masters  j  but  the  emperor, 
always  generous  in  the  course  of  his  vie 
tories,  suspends  the  attack  till  two  o'clock. 
The  town  of  Madrid  ought  to  look  for  pro- 
tection and  security  for  its  pei\ceable  inha- 
bitants ;  for  its  ministers  ;  in  fine,  the 
oblivion  of  the  past.  Hoist  a  white  flag 
before  two  o'clock,  and  send  comn)issioners 
to  treat  for  the  surrender  of  the  town. — 
Accept,  Mons.  Gen.  iic. — The  Major-Gen. 
Alexander. 

Spanish  Rkvohjiion. —  Decree  for  the 
F»i  riKtliun  nj'  a  Militia  oj  Honour,  Da- 
ted linjjal  Palace  of  Aranjuvz,  Nov.  23, 
1808. 


ft  would  be  useless  to  proclaim  to  the 
Spanish  people  the  great  obligation  they  are 
under,  to  deliver  themselves  from  the 
slavery  which  threatens  ihem,  and  which 
is  already  suffered  by  their  most  amiable 
monarch,  and  the  whole  royal  family,  from. 
the  most  powerful,  cunning,  and  perfidious 
of  tyrants.  Although  the  continental  pow- 
ers of  Europe,  all  subdued  and  held  in 
great  subjection,  more  by  the  subtle,  sordid, 
and  immoral  policy  of  the  tyrant,  than  by 
the  force  of  his  arms,  cannot  aid  us  directly 
by  rebelling,  or  declaring  war  against  the 
common  oppressor,  yet  they  assist  us  in- 
directly and  passively,  by  engaging  a  great 
part  of  his  armies  in  the  keeping  in  obedience 
some  of  them,  and  watching  the  others. 
All  of  them,  even  France  herself,  have 
their  attention  fixed  upon  Spain,  hoping 
from  its  intrepid  inhabitants,  liberty  and  in- 
dependence. As  soon  as  the  Spaniards 
shall  have  shaken  the  superiority  of  their 
opposers,  not  one  of  them  will  fail  to  take 
up  arms  for  his  annihilation  ;  because  not 
one  of  them  will  fail  to  behold  his  black  in- 
trigues laid  bare  and  frustrated,  or  to  con- 
vince himself  that  the  terrifying  opinion 
hitherto  entertained  of  his  power,  has  been 
more  the  effect  of  the  artifices,  of  which 
he  has  been  able  to  seduce  them,  than  by  the 
number,  skill,  and  valour  of  his  troops. 
But  upon  us  is  imposed  the  duty,  and  to  us 
is  reserved  the  glory  of  striking  the  first 
blow.  To  us,  Spaniards,  Providence  has 
left  the  alternative  of  being  the  first 
people  of  Europe,  and  the  deliver«rs,  of 
all  of  them,  or  of  being  the  most  wretched 
of  slaves.  The  general  will  of  all  has  been 
long  pronounced,  in  the  most  solemn  and 
expressive  manner.  Almost  altogether  dis- 
armed, our  best  resources  dispersed  and 
disorganized ;  our  marine  destroyed  ;  our 
enemies  masters  of  the  capital,  and  of  the 
most  important  fortresses  ;  the  nation  im- 
poverished ;  social  virtue  despised,  our  man- 
ners corrupted,  and  vice  enthroned,  we  have 
in  an  instant  recovered  our  ancient  dignity 
and  character,  vanquished  obstacles  which 
could  yield  only  to  patriotic  heroism. 
While  we  believed  that  our  public  disorders 
might  be  emphcmcral,  being  accidental, 
and  produced  by  the  blind  confidence  ot  our 
sovereign,  in  a  perver.sc  favourite,  our  in- 
nate loyalty  obliged  us  to  endure  them  with 
resignation  and  constancy  ;  but  no  sooner 
did  we  clearly  perceive,  that  the  tyrant  ol 
iMdiice  sought  to  avail  himself  of  those  dis- 
orders, in  order  to  ensl.^ve  us,  as  he  had  en- 
slaved our  sovereign — in  order  to  entangle 
us  in  the  same  toils  in  which  he  had  already 
caught  Iiaiy,    Holland,    Switzerland,    aud 
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the  greater  part  of  Germany,  and  in  order 
to  convert  our  robust  and  honourable  arms 
into  vile  instruments  of  his  ambition  and 
rapacity  — then  it  was  that  all  our  provinces, 
cities,  tovvuH,  and  villages,  as  if  on  a  sud- 
den tiiey  had  awakened  from  a  profound 
lethargy,  recollected  their  imprescri[)tible 
rights,  and  recovered  all  the  energy  neces- 
surv  to  defend  and  preserve  them.  In  the 
short  splice  of  eight  days,  every  Spaniard, 
animated  by  an  enthusiasm  as  ardent  a-s  pa 
triotic,  resolved  to  perish  or  take  vengeance 
of  the  tyrant  ;  and  Providence  instanily  fa^ 
%'ourcd  their  just  and  valorous  determifiation. 
The  satellites  of  oppression,  who  had  till 
then  arrogated  to  themselves  the  epithet  of 
invincible,  were  finally  conquered,  for  the 
first  time  pursued,  hunted  like  wild  beasts, 
and  obliged  to  take  refuge  either  in  the  re- 
cesses of  the  Pyrennees,  or  in  the  strong 
places  which  had  been  surprized  b}''  the  base 
arts  of  fraud,  perlidy,  and  treason.  But, 
Spaniards,  it  is  still  to  be  seen  whether  these 
first  and  brave  efforts  of  your  valour  are  to 
resemble  the  sudden  flashes  of  an  expiring 
torch,  or  the  first  flame  of  a  pile,  whose 
fire,  growing  every  instant  more  luminous 
and  active,  does  not  cease  till  it  has  no  sub- 
stance to  devour.  The  first  would  take 
place  were  you  to  prefer  your  apparent  and 
individual  interests  to  the  public  welfare, 
which  is  truly  substantial — if  you  suffer 
yourselves  to  be  misled  by  selfishness,  or 
distracted  by  private  passions— if  you  divide 
yourselves  into  factions  or  parties — and,  in 
a  word,  if  you  are  not  convinced,  that  it  is 
above  all  things,  indispensably  necessary 
that  you  should  make  great  sacrifices,  in  or- 
der to  complete  your  great  enterprise,  and 
one  day  enjoy  the  glory  you  are  to  reap  with 
it.  In  this  enterprise  your  device  should  be, 
die  or  conquer.  But  you  will  overcome  all 
obstacles,  if  you  assert  and  boWiy  maintain 
this  your  irrevocable  resolution  ;  for  neither 
does  tortune  generally  forsake  iho'.e  who 
meet  danger  with  unsiiaken  firmness,  nor 
can  God  deny  his  aid  to  those  who  pu-jiose 
to  defend  his  cause  with  sound  and  deiibe- 
raie  resolution.  Spaniards,  do  not  doubt  it. 
War  ought  to  be  hcucefoiLh  your  chief  ele- 
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1  ment.  Your  endeavours  should  be  directed  to 
the  maintaining  of  it  with  inirepidityand  con- 
stancy j  andwhatever is  capable  of  weakening 
those  efforts,  youshould  consider  as  the  fir.st  link 
in  tlie  chain  of  your  future  slavery,  and  as 
impediments  to  the  delivery  of  your  adored 
Ferdinand.  —  In  his  name,  and  after  the 
maturest  examination,  the  supreme  central 
junta  have  resolved,  that  besides  the  increas- 
ed numbers  of  troops  already  constituted, 
and  even  organized,  and  which  are  now 
marching  towards  the  Pyrennees,  to  repel, 
attack,  and  drive  away  the  foe,  250,000 
warriors  shall  be  enlisted,  organized,  and 
instructed  in  arms,  agreeably  to  the  rules 
prescribed  in  the  regulations  and  provisions 
which  are  to  be  published  for  that  purpose. 
— But  at  the  same  time  that  his  m  ij -^ty 
liatters  himself  that  those  forces,  added  to 
those  which  will  be  furnished  by  the  Eng- 
lish and  Portuguese,  our  allies,  will  be  able 
to  destroy  his  mortal  enemy,  he  foresees  at 
the  same  time,  the  great  convenience,  and 
even  necessity  there  will  be  that  in  the  me- 
tropolis, and  in  all  the  provinces  which  remain 
without  garrison  or  armed  force,  there  should 
be  raised  lojal  bodies,  interested  in  pre- 
venting, disorders,  and  capable  of  arresting 
banditti,  deserters,  and  evil-disposed  per- 
sons, who  may  purpose  to  satiate  their  am- 
bition or  rapacity  by  disturbing  the  public 
tranquillity.  Iiouour.  union,  fraternity, 
forgetfulness  of  injury,  a  disregard  of  what 
is  or  what  we  may  fancy  due  to  us,  internal 
and  mutual  peace  and  concord  among  the 
citizens,  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  virtues 
which  constitute  true  patriotism,  these  are 
the  planks  which  alone  can  save  us  from. 
the  threatening  shipwreck.  The  sugges- 
tions and  discourses  which  might  stifle  and 
m^'ke  coo!  these  virtues,  would  be  so  many 
hemlock  cups  fraught  with  death,  so  many 
hidden  snares  placed  by  malice  or  impru- 
dence in  our  path,  on  the  brink  of  the  pre- 
cip'.ce. — To  preserve  then  those  virtues,  and 
maintain  tranquillity  in  all  the  towns,  and 
especiahy  in  ihe  larger  ;  to  iii^pose  awe 
upon  robbers,  and  appreliend  dese.  .crs,  and 
to  prevent,  by  prompt  and  inevitable  pu- 
nishment, the  multiplication   of  crimes,  his 
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rBajestyhas  resolved,  that  in  all  the  towns 
ot  ilie  kingdom  which  are  out  of  the  thea- 
tre ot  war,  there  shall  be  raised  bodies  of 
militia  of  honour  (milicias  honradas),  ac- 
cordino;  to  the  rules  and  regulations  con- 
tained in  the  following  article  : — (Here  fol- 
low 28  articles,  must  of  them  matters  of 
detail  and  formal  provisions  susceptible  of 
abridgement). 

Spanish    Revolution-.  — (Continued   from 
p.  992.) — Letter  from   the  Conde  de  Flo- 
rida   Blanco,    President  0/    the     Central 
Jinita,  to  General  Xaiier  Castanos:  dated 
yJranJuez,    Oct.  1,    1808. 
Most    honoured   Sir, —  In  the  supreme 
government  of  the   kingdom,    a   memorial 
has    been    received    from    your   excellency, 
pointing   out  the  difficulties   which  oppose, 
in   your    opinion,     the   establishment    of    a 
military  council,  the  necessity  of  which,  in 
the  judgment  of  your  excellency,  there  is, 
that  the  inspectors  should  have  a  seat  in  it; 
and  lastly,    that  your  feelings  and  honour  do 
rot    permit  you  to    remain   any   longer   at 
Madrid;   in  consequence,  the  Junta  has  re- 
solved, that  your  excellency  should  be  in- 
formed,   that  it   has  already    signified    its 
orders  to  the  members  absent,  and  it  doubts 
not   that  they   will  expedite  their  journey, 
which  is  destined  to  a  service  so  important, 
that    the    inspectors  shall   be   called  to  the 
council   when  they  shall   tliilik  proper;  in 
which  case,  they  shall  have  a  vote  in  it  ;  and 
finally,  that  the  Junta  cannot  but   recognize 
in   your   excellency's  exposition,  relative  to 
your  march  to  the  army,  all  the  delicacy  of 
which  the  most  delicate  soldier  can  be  sus- 
ceptible.— The  stay   of  your  excellency   in 
Madrid  wss  useful  and  essential,  since  from 
it  have  resulted  the  formation  of  plans  and 
measures  most   proper  for  carrying  on  the 
war  against  our   enemies  ;     intelligence  of 
tiieir  situation,  that  of  the   forces  your  ex- 
cellency commanded,  and  their  superior  dis- 
cipline, are  in  a  great  measure  due   to  the 
penetration    and    military    talents    of  your 
excellency,  and  ultimately  the  union  of  ope- 
rations of  al!  the  armies,   which  happily  has 
been  arranged  during    the    continuance   of 
your  excellency  in  Madrid,  and  at  the  side 
of  the  Supreme  Junta.    Envy  and  detraction 
cannot  asperse   motives   so  pure,  nor  shade 
the  merit  which  in  the  present  state  of  affairs 
your  excellency  has  recently  gained  in  the 
service  of  the  country,    and    the   Supreme 
Junta,  which  knows  it  to  be  so,  will  give  to 
your   excellency  proofs  of  it  on  every  occa- 
sion that  offers,  and  on  those  which  it  shortly 
expects,  in   consequence  of  the  determina- 
tion of  your  excellency  to  place  yourself  at 
the  head  of  vour  army,  which  it  highly  ap- 
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proves ;  since  in  that,  and  in  the  acknow- 
ledged military  talents  and  patriotism  of  your 
excellency,  the  Junta  has  founded  the  hope 
of  the  (juick  expulsion  of  the  enemy  from 
our  country,  the  nation  wails  for  it  with 
unspeakable  anxiety,  and  has  placed  its  eyeg 
on  your  excellency,  already  accustomed  to 
similar  undertakings. — May  God  preserve 
your  excellency  many  years. — The  Coxde 
DE  Florida  Blanca. 

By  order  of  the  supreme  council,  we  in- 
sert the  following  document,  which,  on 
the  27th  of  last  September,  was  addressed  by 
the  most  illustrious  senior  deacon  Don  J,  R. 
J.  Nacarro,  auditor  of  the  council  of  Na- 
varre. 

Most  illustrious  Scnor, — In  folio  33d  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  council,  it  is  said, 
that  as  the  auditor  of  the  council  of  Navarre, 
presented  himself  disguised,  who  had  gained 
admittance  into  the  residence  of  Senor  Don 
Fernando  the  Vllth,  and  brought  verbal 
instructions  from  his  majesty,  limited  to 
strict  injunctions  and  wishes  that  it  should 
follow  a  system  of  friendship  and  harmony 
with  the  French.  The  obligations  I  owe  to 
that  supreme  tribunal,  for  having  suppressed 
my  name  and  the  most  important  part  of  my 
commission,  solely  with  a  view  tothesafety 
of  my  person,  subject,  at  the  time  of  its 
publication,  to  French  controul,  demanded 
my  gratitude  and  acknowledgment,  and 
therefore  I  intreat  your  highness  to  signify 
the  same  ;  but  now,  although  at  the  expence 
of  ditficulties  and  uncertainties,  I  find  my- 
self in  this  town,  free  from  all  fear,  I  think 
it  necessary  that  the  public  should  know  my 
mission  in  its  fullest  extent. — I  was  at  Bay- 
onne  with  other  ministers  of  the  tribunals  of 
Navarre,  when  the  king  arrived  in  that  city. 
The  emperor  of  the  French  did  not  defer 
many  hours  in  throwing  aside  the  veil 
which  hid  his  mischievous  conduct.  He 
signified  openly  to  his  majesty  the  scandalous 
and  unexpected  project  of  tearing  forcibly 
from  his  temples  the  crown  of  Spain,  and 
doubtless  persuaded  that  in  order  to  its 
ready  accomplishment,  it  was  necessary  to 
straiten  the  king  by  every  means;  one  of 
the  first  that  he  put  in  execution  was  tfie 
interruption  of  the  couriers.  Daily  were 
they  dispatched,  but  the  right  of  nations, 
was  not  a  guarantee  sufficiently  sacred  to 
insure  them  against  the  insults  of  a  govern- 
ment accustomed  not  to  hesitate  in  the  choice 
of  means  for  the  accomplishmentof  its  depra- 
ved ends. — Thus  circumstanced,  his  majesty 
thought  himself  obliged  to  adopt  new  secret 
channels  of  communication  with  thesupreme 
junta;  presided  by  the  infant  Don  Aulonio, 
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and  honoured  me  with  the  trust,  that  it  should 
heme,  who  passing  to  this  cripital,  should  in- 
form it  verbally  of  the  events  which  occur- 
red on  those  first  three  miserable  days.  I 
accordingly  left  Bayonne,  about  six  in  the 
evening  of  the  twenty-third,  and  arrived 
ia  this  city,  by  circuitous  roads  and  parts, 
not  without  serious  dangers  and  diliiculties, 
at  night-fall  of  the  2()th  April.  I  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  the  junta,  and  ac- 
quainting it  with  the  royal  order,  I  said  that 
the  emperor  of  the  French  wished  to  exact 
inperiously  from  the  king  our  Lord  Don 
Ferdinand  VII.  that  he  should  for  himself, 
and  in  the  n  ime  of  all  the  family  of  the 
Bourbons,  renounce  the  throne  of  Spain, 
and  all  his  dominions,  in  favour  of  the  said 
emperor  and  his  dynasty,  promising  him 
in  recompence  the  kingdom  of  Etruria, 
and  that  the  suite  which  accompanied  his 
majesty,  should  make  a  similar  renuncia- 
tion in  a  representation  of  the  Spanish 
people  ;  that  his  imperial  and  royal  majesty, 
feigning  not  to  perceive  the  evidence  mani- 
fested, that  neither  the  king  could,  or 
ought,  in  justice,  to  accede  to  such  a  re- 
nunciation, and  disregarding  the  bitter  com- 
plaints which  he  made  to  him,  for  having 
conducted  his  majesty  to  Bayonne  by  a  de- 
ceit and  perfidy  unexampled,  inasmuch  the 
more  unaccountable  as  they  were  disguised 
under  the  most  sacred  title  of  friendship  and 
reciprocal  benefit,  pledge  words  the  most 
decisive,  he  persisted  in  it  without  any 
further  reason  than  two  pretexts,  unworthy 
of  being  pronounced  by  a  sovereign  who 
had  not  lost  all  respect  for  the  morality  of 
cabinets,  and  that  good  faith  which  con- 
stitutes the  bond  of  nations  ;  the  first,  tliat 
his  policy  did  not  allow  of  any  thing  else 
since  his  person  was  not  safe  while  any  of 
the  Bourbon  enemies  of  his  house  should 
reign  over  a  powerful  nation  ;  and  the  se- 
cond, that  he  was  not  so  stupid  as  to  neglect 
an  opportunity  so  favourable  as  that  which 
presented  itself,  and  having  a  formidable 
army  in  the  heart  of  Spain,  its  fortresses 
and  principal  parts  occupied,  nothing  to 
f(-ar  from  the  north,  and  the  persons  of  the 
Ling  and  infant  Don  Carlos  in  his  power, 
advantages  too  great    to   expect  they  should 

offer  themselves  at  a  future  time. That 

with  a  view  of  gcjining  delays,  aod  draw- 
ing from  them  the  greatest  possible  ad- 
vantage, a  note  has  been  sent,  requesting 
that  some  person  might  be  authorised  to 
explain  his  pretensions  in  writing,  but  that 
if  the  emperor  should  persist  in  not  re- 
ceding, his  majesty  was  resolved  to  lose  liis 
life  rather  than  yield  to  so  iniquitous  a  re- 
nunciation.    ThuSj  with   this  security  and 
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positive  information,  the  Junta  should  con- 
tinue its  proceedings,  and  I  concluded,  ad- 
ding, that  being  voluntarily  asked  by  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos,  when  I  took  leave  of  his 
excellency,  if  I  should  communicate  any 
thing  to  the  Junta  on  the  conduct  which  it 
was  to  observe  towards  the  French,  he  an- 
swered that  although  the  commission  did  not 
include  this  point,  I  might  say,  that  it  was 
agreed  on  in  a  general  manner,  that  at 
that  time  no  alteration  should  take  place; 
because  that  it  was  to  be  feared,  from  the 
contrary,  serioui  consequences  would  result 
to  the  king,  the  infanta,  and  as  many  Spa- 
niards as  accompained  his  majesty  ;  and  the 
kingdom  would  be  endangered,  by  mani- 
festing hostile  dispositions  before  it  was  ready 
to  throw  otF  the  yoke  of  oppression.  Your 
excellency  knowing  that,  with  those  expres- 
sions, Icxpatiated  not  only  the  whole  night  of 
the  29th  of  April,  but  also  on  the  morning  of 
the  30th,  in  which  ins  highness  the  Infant, 
Don  Antonio,  desired  that  I  should  assist  in 
the  sitting  held  on  it,  consisting  of  most  of 
the  members  of  the  Supreme  Junta,  of  all 
the  Presidents  of  the  Tribunals,  and  of  two 
ministers  from  each,  with  informing  all  of 
my  commission,  and  me  of  the  news  of  the 
day  and  other  business  that  might  be  discus- 
sed, in  order  that  1  might  inform  his  ma- 
jesty of  the  whole  at  Bayonne. — When  I 
returned  on  the  evening  of  the  oth  of  May, 
after  continued  dangers  and  apprehension, 
which  augmented  my  speed,  and  since  it  is 
very  proper,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  heroic 
trait  in  the  firm  character  of  my  sovereign 
should  not  be  concealed,  and,  the  more  so, 
it  is  confirmed  in  a  manner  the  most  au- 
thentic, by  the  exact  fulfilment  of  the  dis- 
charge of  my  mission  in  all  its  parts,  t  en- 
treat your  excellency,  and  the  council,  if 
not  improper,  to  order  this  paper  to  be  in- 
scribed in  the  gazette  and  diary  of  this  city. 
May  God  preserve  your  excellency  many 
ycirs. — L.  M.  I.  N.warro. — Madrid,  Sept'. 
27,  1808. — To  his  Excellencu  Smor  Don 
Andes  M.  y  ^llvarde. 

BAtiCELONA. — The     G'-neral    of   Division, 
Lechi,    superior    Commander,    decrees   as 
follows:  dated  Barcelona,  Oct.  15,  1808. 
Art.    1.  No   person,  of  whatever  rank, 
shall  keep  in   his  house,  or  any  other  place, 
a  greater  quantity  of  rice  and  oil  than  shall 
be    sufficient  for  the  consumption  of  his  fa- 
mily alone,  for  two  months,  without  giving 
infurmation   of  it,  witiiin  three  days,  to  the 
commissary-general  of  the  police.  — 2.  Such 
quantities  of  rice   and   oil  as  may  be  found, 
not  having  been  notified  to  the  commissary- 
general  cf  the  police,  within  the  said  time. 
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nlselz^c,.  and  taken  fro.  the  co;.ceal     ,   Oko.k   ..  Cov.c...-^Vo. 
ers  -  3    Whoever  shall  discover,  and  gre   , 
tnfcmation   to   the  coaimis,ary-general   of  \ 
^'eLhce.  after  the  said  term,  ol  ^nv  qu  n_     ^ 

f4  of  rice  and  oil,  shall   remove  ono-hlth 
of  the  quantities  s.>di.cover.J    a.  a  r-..vard,    i 
and  h,.  na^e  shall  not  be  "^/'i^' ^nown  -4^    , 
The  com:nissa.ry-en.ral  of  pohcc  shall  fix   , 
the  price  at  which  th  >  snid  commcKlilies  shall 
be    sold   during    the   said  two  months -5.    1 
Every  person  who  shall  l>e  discovered  to  have 
sold  rice  and  oil  at  a  higher  pnoe   than  that 
It  which    they  shall    be  hxed,  dnr,ng   the 
:  id  two  montL.  shallsnfler  afi.e  of  25,000 
suel  los    (Sioned)  Lfxhi  —Approved  by  the 
£^;eSc.:^nJder^hlef,DuH.SME. 

Another,  dated  Nov.  Q,  1S08.  _  _ 
His  excellency  the  general  of  divrs.on 
Lerhi,  military  comnaandanl  of  to;.,  city, 
commands  that  all  the  inhabitants  keep  the 
door^f  their  houses  .hut ;  that  those  per- 
sons who  are  obliged  to  go  out.  go  alone  J 
ad  it  is  announced  that  whenever  thrc^ 
persons  are  seen  togcthc-r,  they  will  be  hred 
persons  a  c  ^  aeneral  of  division, 

uoon  by  the  troops,  j-ucq^i 
&c  CO  .nnan  Js  that  whenever  an  alarm  shall 
be'siWen  by  any  movement  of  the  enemy, 
three  cannon  shall  be  lired  in  the  arsenal, 
and  that  all  persons  who  shall  not  mstantly 
shut   themselU  up  in   their  houses  on  this 

firin-^  shall  be  arrested  by  the  troops,  ex- 
clX^  those  who  are  in  oihce  and  xjdio 
h;ve  ro   go   out  upon  public  ^^l^'rs -1  he 

g  neral  of  division.  ^^^- f--";^"^Vof  300 
fhe  trees  which  are  at  the  ^-tance  of  300 
toises  from  the  covered  way  ot  thi.  plac  -, 
and  ts  fortresses,  shall  he  cut  down.  Ihe 
fruit-trees  «lone  shall  be  allowed  to  stand, 
op  inc^  the  tops  and  branches.  If  the  pro- 
pyl or°  of  thlse  trees  neglect  to  comply 
S.'  I  these  orders,  the  .oldiers  will  be  com^ 
manded,  and  the  poor  of  the  citv  permitted 
SlVit'.  keeping  the  wood  for  themseWes. 
—(Signed)  Lechi. 
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the     London 
Wxette,Dcc.1\,    1908. 
At  the  court  at  the  queen's  palace,  the 
21st   of    Dec.     1808,    present,     the   king  s 
most  excellent   majesty  in  council  ;  his  ma- 
jesty, in  Virtue  of  the  powers    reserved    to 
him  by  two  certain  acts,  passed  m  the  fottv- 
eighth  year  of  his  majesty's  ivii^;n,  the  one 
intituled  "  an  Aci  for  granting  to  his  majesty, 
until  the  end  of  the  next  session   ot  pari, a - 
ment,  duties  of  customs  on  the  goods,  wares, 
and    merchandises  therein   enumerate.l.    m 
furtherance  of  the  provision*  of  certam   or- 
ders in   council)"  the  other  intituled       an 
Act  for  granting  to  his  majesty,  untd  the  end 
of  the    nex!  session    of  parliament,  certain 
duties  on  the    exportation  trom   Ireland  ot 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  therein  cnu- 
mer-ied  ;"  is  pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  his    privy  council,  to    ord-T.    and    it    is 
hereby  ordered,    that,    uiitil    further   order 
shall  be  made   herein,  the   operation  of  the 
aforesaid  acts  be  suspended,  as  to  any  dut.es 
on  exportation  granted  by  the  said  acts,  so 
far  as  relates    to  articles  being  the   growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  any  country  tor 
the  time  being  in  amity  with   his  majesty, 
and  from  the  ports  of  which  the  British  tlag 
is  not  excluded,  which  articles  have  been,  or 
shall  be.  imported  direct  from   such  coun- 
try  into   any  port  or  place  of  the  United^ 
Kingdom,    either   in    British   ships,    or    ui 
I   ships  of  the  country  of  which  such  articles! 
'    are  the   growth,  produce,  or   manufacture. 
—And  his  majesty  is  further  pleased,   with 
tiie  advice  aforesaid,  to  order,  and  it  is  here- 
by ordered,  that  the  operation  of  the  afore- 
said acts  be  in  like  manner  suspended,  as  to 
any  duties    on    the    exportation    of   goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  which  have  been  or 
may  be  condemned  as  prize.-And  the  r.ght 
honourable  the  lords   commissioners  ot  hi 
n.^jesty's  treasury,  are  to  give  ^'^^<^^ 
dnections  herein    accordingly.— W.    Iaw- 

KENER. 
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